CYNGOR CYMUNED CWMLLYNFELL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT CWMLLYNFELL HALL
 ON WEDNESDAY 17th JULY 2014 AT 6.30 P.M.

PRESENT:

Councillor R M Davies (Chairman) presided
	COUNCILLORS:
	M Evans, D C Phillips, N L A Price, J C Rees, D B Thomas and S Williams.

	
	

	ATTENDING:
	Councillor C E Richards - Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council


32. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for their absence was received from Councillor R Evans, D Lloyd and R P Morgan.
33. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were made at this juncture.
34. MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 18th June 2014 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.
35. MATTERS ARISING
(a) Minute 20(a) - Meddygfa’r Cwm – General Medical Practice

It was reported that confirmation had been received from the Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board that the Chief Executive had accepted the recommendation of the panel to award the contract for providing General Medical Services in Cwmllynfell and Pontardawe to a partnership comprising Drs Duncan Williams, Andrew Watkin and Alan Stevenson.  The practice would merge with a practice in Pontardawe which was currently served by Dr Stevenson and the new contract would take effect on the 1st September 2014.  It had also been indicated that Dr Barnard may become an employee of the practice.  The practice would operate initially from the existing premises but had indicated that a single premises between Cwmllynfell and Ystalyfera would be sought in due course.
The Health Board would be writing to each patient registered with the practice to notify them of the arrangements during the course of the following week.
The representatives of the Health Board and the GPs concerned had indicated that they wished to meet with the Council.
Resolved that a meeting be convened if possible during week commencing the 28th July 2014 and that members of Quarter Bach Community Council be invited to attend.
(b) Minute 20(b) - Cwmllynfell Cemetery Improvements
It was reported that the outstanding work had been completed at the cemetery.  Members enquired about the frequency of grass cutting at the cemetery 
Resolved that a schedule of grass cutting be provided.
(c) Minute 26 - “Regenerate NPT” – Rural Development Programme
A report was presented of a meeting of members of the Council comprising Councillors R M Davies, D C Phillips, J C Rees and D B Thomas who had met on the 15th July to discuss possible European Funded Rural Development Plan for Wales Projects that could be submitted in order to benefit the community.  Councillor T H J Kendrick had tendered his apologies.
Approximately 5% of the Rural development Plan allocation would be reserved for Leader projects whereby the funds would be administered by Local Action Groups to fund innovative community based projects.  Project applicants would have to acquire match funding of at least 20% of the total project costs.

The members had identified projects that would satisfy one or more of the five Welsh Government themes and one or more of the four Neath Port Talbot strategic themes:
The Chairman referred to his nomination to serve on the Regenerate NPT Partnership but had withdrawn his nomination as he did not consider it appropriate for a small community such as Cwmllynfell to be represented.

Resolved that:

1. applications be submitted in respect of the following projects that had been identified at the meeting on the 15th July:
Project A

To create a tourist attraction and a local community amenity in the former chapel and cemetery area on the side of the River Llynfell.  The project would include cleaning the area and fencing off the cemetery to protect it from livestock.  A bilingual information board would be erected giving the history of the chapel, cemetery, school room and the riverside cottages.  The facility would link with other tourist attractions in the area and would be near the National Cycle Network route.  The grant would be used to improve the area, purchase and erect information boards and way signs and employ a part time co-ordinator / overseer.
Project B

To establish a “friends of the Community of Cwmllynfell” group that would bring together community members with particular skills who would apply those skills voluntarily to improve the physical aspects of the villages and to improve access to social facilities such as footpaths.  The footpaths would attract tourists and also help to improve the health and well being of residents.  The grant would be used to pay a part time facilitator to establish a taskforce of local volunteers; draw up a programme of action; promote the local facilities on tourist websites.
2. a commitment be made to provide match funding for the projects of up to £4,000;
3. It be noted that Councillor R M Davies had withdrawn his nomination to serve on the Regenerate NPT Partnership.

36. PUBLIC SERVICE COMPLAINTS – E-LEARNING PACKAGE
A letter dated 10th June 2014 was received from the Minister for Local Government and Government Business in which reference was made to the Model Concerns and Complaints Policy and Guidance document for public services in Wales which had been issued by the Welsh Government in 2011.  The Welsh government had now developed an e-learning training package based on the key principles for effective complaints handling set out in the model policy which was being commended to bodies that had adopted the policy.
Resolved that the matter be noted.
37. PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES – ANNUAL REPORT 2013/14
Resolved that the report be noted.
38. NEATH PORT TALBOT COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2014-17
Resolved that it be noted that the above plan had been published and was available on the County Borough Council’s website.
39. “EMPOWERING LOCAL COUNCILS TO SELL ELECTRICITY
Resolved that the communication from “Local Works” in which Local Councils were being asked to submit a proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act to ask the Government to give Local Councils the right to sell electricity that they generate from local schemes be noted.
40. CODE OF PRACTICE ON WORKFORCE MATTERS
Resolved that the letter dated 24th June 2014 from the Minister for Local Government and Government Business on the above new code of practice be noted.
41. INVITATION FOR HONOURS NOMINATIONS – QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 2015
Resolved that the letter dated 30th June 2014 from the Welsh Government inviting nominations for the 2015 Queen’s Birthday Honours List be noted.
42. COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL / COMMUNITY COUNCILS LIAISON FORUM
Resolved that it be noted that meetings of the above forum during the remainder of the current municipal year would be held on the following dates:


Monday 22nd September 2014



Monday 8th December 2014


Monday 2nd February 2015 (special meeting to discuss the budget)


Monday 23rd March 2015

43. DATA PROTECTION – GOOD PRACTICE NOTE
A communication was received from One Voice Wales in which attention was drawn to the Information Commissioner’s good practice note which provided advice for the elected and prospective members of local authorities.
Resolved that details of the practice note be circulated to members of the Council.
44. WHITE PAPER – REFORMING LOCAL GOVERNMENT
A communication was received from the Welsh Government in which attention was drawn to the Local Government White Paper which had been published.  Comments on the White Paper were invited before the 1st October 2014.
Resolved that consideration be given to submitting comments on the White paper at the next meeting of the Council and in the meantime details of the White Paper be circulated to members of the Council.
45. RoSPA – ANNUAL INSPECTION 
RHIWFAWR PARK & PARC CYMUNEDOL LLYNFELL COMMUNITY PARK
RoSPA’s annual safety inspection reports in respect of the above areas were received.  The inspection had identified that some maintenance work was required to the play equipment at Rhiwfawr.  The report on Parc Cymunedol Llynfell Community Park was satisfactory in all respects although a rope had been found hanging from the Cable Runway at the time of inspection which was considered to be a serious safety hazard.
Resolved that the necessary maintenance work be carried out at the Rhiwfawr Play area and that consideration be given in due course to replacing the equipment subject to financial assistance being available.
46. PLAY WALES – PETITION

Resolved that the petition by Play Wales in which the Welsh Government is urged to reconsider its decision to cease funding the organisation be supported.
47. FLY TIPPING – ACTION WALES UPDATE

A communication was received from One Voice Wales in which attention was drawn to the update from the Fly-tipping Action Wales Team on the new fly-tipping strategy adopted by the Welsh Government.
Resolved that details of the strategy be circulated to members of the Council.
48. FINANCIAL MATTERS - PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
Resolved that the following accounts be paid:
	No
	
	
	£

	1693
	Playsafety (RoSPA)
	Annual Inspection
	156.00

	1694
	Payroll
	Net salary June
	214.24

	1695
	HMRC
	Income Tax
	53.56

	1696
	Mr A Pedrick
	Internal Audit Fee
	60.00

	1967
	Cwmllynfell Hall
	Stage payment - grant
	3,500.00


49. PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Application
Resolved no objection be raised to the following application:
	App No: P2014/0402

	Variation of condition 1 of Planning Permission P2007/01413 (Granted on Appeal on the 07.05.09) to allow for the extension of time for the commencement of development and variation of conditions 3 (reference to all works in Environmental Statement and to allow a maximum tip height of 100m and maximum blade diameter of 82m), 9 (borrow pits), 14 (highway improvement works to facilitate revised access route) and 15 (internal access tracks).


(b) East Pit East Revised Opencast Coal Site
A communication was received from Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council in response to an enquiry about the current position regarding the planning applications relating to the opencast site.  It was indicated that some significant progress on some issues had been made in relation to application P2012/1073 (“lakes application”) although the geotechnical assessment and advice that the County Borough Council had received had meant that a number of features were being discussed with the applicants their agent and geotechnical advisers.
The other application under section 73A (P2013/0530) and the associated community benefits was still being considered by the County Borough Council’s legal section following further advice from a Queen’s Counsel.  As such the decision notice and consent had not yet been issued.
Resolved that the situation be noted.
(c) Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan
Resolved that the letter from Carmarthenshire County Council relating to an addendum to the Schedule of Matters Arising be noted.
50. DELEGATION ARRANGEMENTS – AUGUST RECESS
Resolved that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, acting together, or in the event of their being unavailable any other two Members of the Council, acting together, be authorised to discharge the functions of the Council in respect of any matter referred to them by the Clerk of the Council as requiring urgent attention before the next ordinary meeting of the Council.

51. REPORTS
The following matters were also reported:
	South Wales Police Statistics
	All Crime (see categories below) 
	May 
	2

	
	Criminal Damage and Arson
	
	1

	
	Violent and Sexual offences
	
	1

	

	· PACT Meeting – Dates for remainder of 2014:
7th August, 2nd October and 11th December

Note: Concern was expressed about means of contacting the PCSO;

	· Parc Cymunedol Llynfell Community Park – concern that persons were climbing over the fence at the rear of the park
Note: An inspection was to be undertaken following this meeting;

	

	Councillor C E Richards reported on the following matters:

	· Additional dog bins and Lewis Avenue/Cycle path and Bryn Road;

	· Wicket gate Lewis Avenue to Cycle path replaced to improve access;

	· Grass cutting – Celtic Energy;

	· Gwrhyd Quarry transport – meeting pending;

	· Curtis and Connor Davies – representing Wales at Rugby League;

	· Hannah Brier – representing Wales at the Commonwealth Games


Resolved that letters of congratulations be sent to Curtis and Connor Davies and Hannah Brier.
The meeting terminated at 8.20pm.
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