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1 Summary  
This report presents an initial assessment, by the Projects Team of Historic Environment, 
Cornwall Council, of the archaeological potential of Lower Oak Park at St Tudy, Cornwall, for 
Cornwall Council’s Property Services.  This field has been identified as a possible site for a 
proposed new school. The assessment identifies and evaluates the archaeological resource, and 
makes outline recommendations for further stages of archaeological recording, on the basis of 
current knowledge of the site, using historic mapping and other archives, and fieldwork, and 
incorporating the findings of a geophysical survey by GSB Prospecting. 

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) shows the area to be ‘Anciently Enclosed Land’ 
farmed since medieval times and possibly much earlier, perhaps from the Bronze Age. The 
surviving boundary banks surrounding the field show derivation from slightly curving open 
strip field systems of medieval origin. No other remains of this period or the earlier, 
prehistoric and Romano-British era are indicated either by the HE desktop and field work, or 
by the geophysical survey. There is however potential for undetected buried remains of the 
pre-medieval era, such as stray artefacts or perhaps features such as pits, since ‘Anciently 
Enclosed Land’ in Cornwall has been shown to be likely to have relatively intensive early 
farming and settlement related activity.  

The known features within the field are post-medieval - a removed, apparently secondary field 
boundary line; the site of a small, simple field shelter or similar structure in a field corner, now 
largely removed; and more recent ridging, possibly associated with a modern sewage works 
lying partly in the field. From the 17th century Lower Oak Park has formed part of the setting 
of a high status ornamental landscape developed at Tremeer across the stream to the west, 
with trees and ponds still extant, and a rebuilt, Arts and Crafts period house.  

The field boundaries still in use are considered to meet hedgerow regulations criteria for 
historic importance. All other sites currently known at lower Oak Park, including those 
indicated by the preliminary geophysical survey results, are assessed as being of low 
significance. Several are of interest on a local scale as indicators of aspects of the former use 
of this area for farming, while the remainder are likely to have limited or no archaeological 
interest. In terms of the wider historic landscape, Lower Oak Park has significance as part of a 
large tract of the ‘medieval farmland’ HLC Type of Anciently Enclosed Land, which as already 
mentioned has potential for buried early remains, and which here forms part of the setting of 
the later ‘ornamental’ landscape of Tremeer. 

As a geophysical survey has already been carried out, and no features sufficiently significant to 
merit full excavation or other archaeological intervention have been identified, the principal 
outstanding archaeological work recommended should the proposed development proceed is 
an archaeological watching brief for any ground disturbing works. This would provide for 
preservation by record of any buried remains as appropriate, and for identification of any 
further needs such as wider excavation or sampling, should these arise.  

It is also recommended that the historic field boundaries affected should be recorded by 
section drawing, and sampling if found necessary, before disturbance, ahead of or during any 
works. Wherever possible any historic boundary banks disturbed should be re-instated using 
materials at the site and in the existing style, and reuse of any old gateposts and fixings or 
other boundary features or materials affected may be appropriate. 

The present project does not extend to evaluation of the impact of any development plans. 
However, this initial assessment suggests there may be an opportunity to use the HLC of the 
area to inform their design, to minimise any potential adverse impact on the historic landscape 
and if possible to enhance aspects of it. For example, planting of new specimens of the local 
oaks for which the field would seem to have been named may be appropriate. 
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2 Introduction 
2.1 Project background 
The Projects Team of Historic Environment, Cornwall Council (HE, CC), was commissioned 
by Mr Paul Solway of Cornwall Council’s Property Services to carry out an initial assessment 
of the archaeological potential of a field named Lower Oak Park on the west of the village of 
St Tudy, Cornwall (Figs 1, 4). The field has been identified as a possible site for a proposed 
new school at St Tudy. Its area is in the region of 1.5 hectares (3.8 acres) overall. After the 
commissioning of the project, Cornwall Council contracted GSB Prospecting to provide a 
geophysical survey of the site, to be considered as part of the assessment.  

This project follows a separate archaeological assessment by HE Projects of a different area 
previously proposed as a location for the school development, on the north of St Tudy at 
Bodinnick approximately 0.25 km north east of the present site (Cole 2008). A geophysical 
survey was subsequently undertaken at Bodinnick (GSB 2008), and HE provided a statement 
of the archaeological implications of its results. This earlier work indicated a notable complex 
of highly significant later prehistoric to Roman period enclosures and other settlement-related 
remains at that site, and indicated that development there would be expected to require 
extensive archaeological mitigation work including excavation (Jones 2008). 

2.2 Aims 
The purpose of the present project, as set out in the HE Project Design (Andy Jones, June 3rd 
2010) is as follows; 

• To identify and describe the archaeological resource as currently understood. 

• To make outline recommendations, on the basis of current knowledge, for further stages 
of archaeological recording in advance of and during the scheme. 

As geophysical survey has just been carried out at Lower Oak Park, the project now has a 
further aim; 

• To incorporate the findings of the geophysical survey of the site in this assessment.      

 

2.3 Methods 
The assessment comprised a desk-based study, and a ‘walkover’ survey of the site.  

2.3.1 Desk-based study 

An initial desk-based study was undertaken, to identify any recorded sites, or other evidence of 
historical interest such as past land use. This drew on archives at HE and other readily 
available sources, as follows: 

• Cornwall’s Historic Buildings, Sites and Monuments Record (HBSMR) at HE, CC; 
including plotting of archaeological features from aerial photographs recorded under the 
National Mapping Programme (NMP), and also the Historic Landscape Character (HLC) 
assessment for Cornwall.  

• Cornwall Council’s aerial photographic cover of the County. 

• Digital, microfiche and paper copies of historic maps at HE (see Section 10.1 for list).  

• Publications in the HE library (see Section 10.2). 
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Information gathered through the desktop study was plotted on a base map at a scale of 
1:1000 for use during the walkover survey. 

(After the walkover, during the preparation of this report, the results of the geophysical survey 
were made available by GSB Prospecting, and so these were incorporated in the assessment at 
the post-field survey, evaluation stage.) 

2.3.2 Walk-over 

Following liaison with the landowner, and a standard HE risk assessment, field work was then 
undertaken. This took the form of a ‘walkover survey’, that is, systematic walking over the 
study area, to allow the following; 

• Further investigation of the sites indicated by the desk-based work, and recording of 
any others visible on the ground. 

• Location and evaluation of areas with known archaeological potential, that is, with 
specific evidence that significant remains might lie buried beneath the ground surface. 

• Limited colour photography, to capture the character of sites and landscape, and to 
illustrate this report. 

• Identification of any requirements for further archaeological work such as watching 
brief, excavation or other mitigation work in the event of development. 

 

 

Fig 1 View across the centre of Lower Oak Park from the north west, showing the project site and land use. 

The field is mostly pasture farmed at least from medieval times, now bordered on its east by modern housing on 
the edge of the village of St Tudy, with recent allotments on its steeper north west side (the outer corner of which 
is visible right of centre in the photo), and hedge banks probably medieval in origin. The mound in the rear 
ground is modern spoil. 
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3 Location and setting 
The study area is located on the west side of the village of St Tudy, west of Bodmin Moor in 
East Cornwall (Figs 1, 4). The ground lies in farmland over slate bedrock, on a gentle westerly 
slope forming one side of the upper valley of a stream, a tributary of the River Allen. Recent 
aerial photographs show it down to grass pasture. A modern sewage works lies in the edge of 
a field immediately to the north, and an access track and small enclosed installation associated 
with this lie within the north side of the study area. Modern housing extends along the eastern, 
village side of the area, and there is also a cluster of modern houses to the south.  

4 Designations 
The site is not included in any areas with local, regional or national level designations of 
relevance to the historic environment (it lies outside the St Tudy Conservation Area at the 
core of the village to the east, some 120m or so away from it at the nearest point). 

5 Historic Landscape Character 

5.1 Introduction to Historic Landscape Character (H LC) 
Historic Landscape Character (HLC) may be defined as evidence for earlier phases and for 
change, existing and evident in the present landscape. The landscape’s essential or 
distinguishing features and qualities and their extents can be identified, grouped and plotted 
through the process of ‘Characterisation’, involving study of field systems and settlement 
forms, and of historic mapping. This was undertaken for the whole of Cornwall in 1994, 
providing a continuous county-wide classification of landscape, a patchwork of units of 
various HLC Types (Cornwall County Council, 1996). Units of any given HLC Type share a 
similar distinctive character today, reflecting historic processes common to that Type, and 
tend to contain a predictable range of archaeological sites and historic features. 

5.2 The ‘Medieval farmland’ Type of HLC  
 The following summary of the Historic Landscape Character of the area is adapted from 
generic HLC texts produced for Cornwall by Peter Herring (Cornwall County Council, 1996).  

As shown in Figure 8, the present study area forms part of an extensive tract of the ‘Medieval 
farmland’ Type of ‘Anciently Enclosed Land’ (AEL), with a ‘Residential’ HLC Unit 
representing St Tudy within this east of the site, and an ‘Ornamental’ area at Tremeer to the 
west (further comment on the latter follows, under Section 6.2). Much AEL will have been 
enclosed and farmed since the Middle Bronze Age (c 1500 BC). ‘Medieval farmland’ reflects 
re-organisation in the medieval period into extensive ‘open’ or sub-divided field systems, 
associated with hamlets of co-operating families who each worked strips of land dispersed 
through the systems. The landscape, with farming settlements documented before the 17th 
century AD (as shown by the ICS place-names index), shows patterns of gently curving fields 
derived from relatively early amalgamation and enclosure of the strips, distinct from the 
generally straight-sided fields of later enclosure. 

Standing features including field boundaries still in use, such as those of Lower Oak Park (B1-
B3; see Section 9.3), can reveal much about the history of this HLC Type and particular places 
within it. Ground disturbance in ‘Medieval farmland’ may reveal buried artefacts and 
structures or deposits associated with settlement, agriculture and other activity, both medieval 
and earlier in date. Across Cornwall as a whole, it contains many ‘rounds’ or later prehistoric 
to Roman period enclosed settlements. These may survive as earthworks, or as underground 
remains, which may be visible on aerial photographs, or detected by geophysical survey, as at 
the nearby proposed school site at Bodinnick (Jones 2008). There may have been as many 
unenclosed prehistoric and Romano-British settlements as there were rounds, and though 
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more vulnerable to burial or change during the long sustained and intensive use for farming 
characteristic of this HLC Type, remains of such activity are increasingly being discovered 
through geophysical survey (again, as at Bodinnick), as well as during archaeological watching 
briefs, and trial excavations. Though as discussed below (Section 6.1) the geophysical survey 
newly available at Lower Oak Park does not indicate any settlements or other positively 
identifiable substantial medieval or earlier remains, smaller undetected buried deposits or 
artefacts could be present as elsewhere in AEL. 

 

6 Chronological summary of the site and its landsca pe 
Further details of features mentioned here may be found in the inventories (Section 9).  

6.1 Prehistoric and Roman periods 
No positive evidence was found during the desk-top study, walkover, or geophysical survey 
for archaeological sites of the prehistoric or Roman periods at Lower Oak Park. The results of 
the geophysical survey show a broad anomaly running roughly east-west across the centre of 
the site, and another in its north east corner (GSB 2010). These are included in the 
geophysical sites inventory (Section 9.2, Sites G2, G4) as possible archaeological features as 
their origin/s is not certain (Sites G2, G4), but are considered most likely to represent, 
respectively, a geological band or service trench, and some form of modern disturbance 
associated with the recent housing adjoining on the east (GSB 2010). There is however 
potential for undetected buried remains of the pre-medieval era, such as stray artefacts or 
perhaps small features such as pits, since this is ‘Anciently Enclosed Land’ where as 
excavations and other archaeological interventions elsewhere in Cornwall have shown, there is 
likely to have been quite intensive farming and settlement related activity, possibly since the 
Bronze Age (see Section 5.2).  

6.2 Medieval and Post-medieval periods 
The field forming the study area, Lower Oak Park (presumably named with Higher Oak Park 
on its east after some former notable landmark tree or trees here) is listed in the schedule of 
the 1840 tithe apportionment map (Fig 6) as arable, meaning that it was cultivated at least 
occasionally and probably on the traditional ley system with alternating period of cropping and 
grazing. The schedule lists it as part of a fairly small holding, St Tudy Tenement; it may 
previously have been attached to Tremeer, lying across the stream to the west of the field, but 
it has not been possible to research this within the time available for the present project. 
Tremeer is a former hamlet of medieval origin (CC HBSMR, ref PRN 17813) which now has a 
medium scale country house, built or rebuilt in 1798 and again in 1899 in the ‘Arts and Crafts’ 
style (Pett 1998, 195, 196), with views above its ornamental trees over Lower Oak Park. 

The place-name Tremeer contains the Cornish element tre, ‘estate, farmstead’, indicating an 
origin in the 5th to 11th centuries AD (Padel 1985, 223-224). As noted in the context of HLC 
(Section 5.2) the patterns of the present day field boundaries in this area indicate derivation 
from slightly curving open strip field systems of medieval origin (Site 2; see also the 
boundaries inventory, Section 9.3, for further details). 

 Probable further elements of such systems, reduced by later ploughing but leaving traces 
below ground, have also been detected in the vicinity from aerial photographs and plotted as 
part of the NMP. These include several boundaries at Lower Tremeer some 200m south west 
of the present site (CC HBSMR, ref PRN 70244), ‘ridge and furrow’ (cultivation ridges within 
the strip fields) a similar distance north east at Bodinnick (PRN 70233), and another boundary 
approximately 400m west beyond Tremeer (PRN 70231). 
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This local evidence would suggest it is very possible that similar buried remains of strip fields 
or of the cultivation ridges within them might survive within the study area. However no such 
remains are evident on the geophysical survey results (GSB 2010, and Fig 10). Strip-like 
features defined by ridges are visible both on the ground (Fig 2) and on the geophysical survey 
(Fig 10), running across the central and west-central part of the site, but these are considered 
to be relatively recent (Site 1, and G1). The ridges may be associated with preparation of the 
ground for the sewage works installation within the north side of Lower Oak Park. They pre-
date the allotment gardens on the west of the site, parts of which are dug into them, and are 
captured on the CC aerial photography of 2005 (cover photo), but do not appear on the CC 
air photos of 1999-2001 when the sewage works feature within the north side of the field had 
not yet been installed. 

 

 

Fig 2 The centre of the Lower Oak Park, looking south, showing one of the ridges running across it (Site 1)  

Returning to Tremeer, the compact but varied ornamental landscape here includes walled 
garden, lawn, and elongated ponds on the eastern, St Tudy front, below Lower Oak Park, all 
shown on the 1840 tithe map (Fig 6). The grounds were remodelled by Major-General 
Harrison after the Second World War, but may have features originating in the 17th century, 
when it was the seat of the Lower family, one of whom was an eminent physician during the 
reign of Charles II (1630-1685); other elements may date from an ‘adornment’ by a Doctor 
Reed who bought it in the late 18th century (Pett 1998, 195-196). 

Tremeer’s grounds are of interest in the context of Lower Oak Park, because the field forms 
part of their immediate setting, adjoining their ‘front’, St Tudy side, and intervisible with them, 
and because Tremeer Lane, forming the south side of the field, was the original route by 
which they were approached. Thomas Martyn’s small scale but quite accurate map of 1748, 
and the 1840 tithe survey (Figs 5, 6), show this lane only serving Tremeer, indicating that this 
medieval way remained the main approach through the 17th and 18th centuries when the status 
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of the place was enhanced, so visitors would have passed by Lower Oak Park en route to 
Tremeer (though later mapping indicates a shift to, or addition of, a route from the north east, 
avoiding St Tudy village). 

Lower Oak Park was amalgamated with Higher Oak Park by 1880 when the first large-scale 
OS map was made (Fig 7). A possible very low earthwork is visible in places on the line of the 
lost boundary (Site 4); its slight character might perhaps suggest that the lost boundary was 
simply a fence. A possible hint of a bank and flanking ditch/es (G4) is visible on this line on a 
preliminary geophysical survey plot so it may have been a traditional hedge bank, but this 
possible feature is not clear and if real could be associated with the recent sewage plant access.  

The field was otherwise little changed between the tithe survey and recent times, when 
housing development extended from the former Higher Oak Park over its east side, and part 
of a sewage works was built on the north. A small farm building, possibly an open sided shed 
for a machine, was formed in an angle of field boundaries by the gateway on the south by the 
time of the OS survey of 1880 (Fig 7). The site of this is marked by near vertical stone faces 
added to the hedge banks forming its rear walls, with tall granite posts set in these which 
would have supported its roof, with another post or posts in the field now removed (Fig 3; 
Site 3). 

 

 

Fig 3 Traces of the site of a 19th century farm building in a corner on the south of the field (Site 3)  

The hedge banks here, which were re-used to form two sides of the structure, show secondary revetment to their 
stone facing, and have granite uprights embedded in them, probably used to support the roof with similar posts 
(now removed) on the outer sides.  
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7 Summary of significance 
On the basis of current knowledge, all the sites recorded, including those indicated by the 
preliminary geophysical survey results, are assessed as being of low significance. Several are of 
interest on a local scale as indicators of aspects of the former use of this area for farming 
(Sites 2, 3, 4), while the remainder are likely to have limited or no archaeological interest (Sites 
1 and G1, G2, G3, G4). 

The field boundaries still in use are considered important under the historic criteria of current 
hedgerow regulations, being recorded on mapping of 1840 or earlier, and having evidence for 
derivation from elements of a wider field system of medieval origin (Boundaries 1-3).   

In terms of the wider historic landscape, Lower Oak Park has significance as part of a large 
tract of the ‘medieval farmland’ HLC Type of Anciently Enclosed Land. This is associated 
with the churchtown of St Tudy and other medieval settlements, providing evidence of their 
origins. Here at Lower Oak Park the AEL with its open ground and tree lined hedges also 
forms an important, inner part of the pastoral setting of the post-medieval ‘ornamental’ 
landscape of Tremeer, with its later standing ornate house.  

The HLC of the area also suggests that there may be a significant resource of artefacts or 
deposits surviving below ground, although the preliminary geophysical survey results indicate 
no substantial early or complex buried remains.  

 

8  Recommendations 
8.1 Watching brief 
An archaeological watching brief, that is, methodical close observation of ground disturbance, 
is recommended for any development here. This provides for preservation by record, and for 
identification of any further needs such as wider excavation or sampling, should these arise. 
The watching brief should be carried out by an archaeologist as the soil is stripped, and should 
include identification of any features of archaeological interest revealed during the course of 
works, and systematic close inspection of spoil to identify and collect any artefacts. 

8.2 Boundary recording 
Section recording is recommended for the historic field boundaries, should these be affected 
by works (B1-B3, Section 9.3). Sections should be drawn at a suitable scale. Boundaries should 
also be sampled for buried soils and palaeoenvironmental evidence if considered appropriate 
by the recording archaeologist. This work should be undertaken as part of the mitigation 
process ahead of or during construction work, before disturbance of the boundaries. 

8.3 Re-use or reconstruction of boundaries 
Wherever possible any historic boundary banks disturbed should be re-instated using materials 
at the site (ie original revetting stone obtained from facings or associated tumble or similar 
local rubble stone), and in the existing style. Appropriate reuse of any old gateposts and 
fixings or other boundary features or materials affected should also be considered. 

8.4 Use of the historic environment to inform desig n of any development   
The present project does not extend to evaluation of the impact of any development plans. 
However, this initial assessment suggests there may be an opportunity to use the HLC of the 
area to inform their design, to minimise any potential adverse impact on the historic landscape 
and if possible to enhance aspects of it. For example, the planting of new specimens of the 
local oaks for which the field would seem to have been named may be appropriate. 
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9  Inventories of sites and boundaries 
9.1 Inventory of sites from desktop and walkover su rvey 

Site 

No. 

Site type Form Description NGR  
Easting 
(all SX) 

NGR 
Northing 
(all SX) 

PRN Grade Survival, 
condition 

Earliest 
mapping
known 

Recommendations 

1 Ridges Earthworks A series of low but well-defined 
slightly curving banks runs roughly 
along the contour at 4m intervals 
across the site around its centre. 
These features are also visible on the 
geophysical survey plot (see G1). 
They seem to be modern, visible on 
air photo coverage of 2005 but not 
on that of 1999-2001.  

206370 
(centre) 

76575    _   C Part levelled 
in allotments, 
remainder 
grass covered 
and stable in 
pasture field.  

    _ The origin of the 
features might be 
established by further 
enquiry. 

2 Field system Hedge banks 
extant (B1-3); 
early buried 
elements may 
survive. 

The gently curving line of the field 
boundaries indicates derivation from 
a medieval ‘open’ or sub-divided 
strip field system. Other elements 
may survive below ground but none 
are evident on the geophysical survey 
plot. 

206390 
(centre)  

76570    _   C Stable, in 
pasture field. 
Hedge banks 
in use, in 
good or fair 
condition.  

    _ Section recording of 
the standing hedge 
banks, and guided 
rebuilding or re-use of 
gateposts etc, is 
recommended should 
these be disturbed.  

3 Building Walling part 
visible; buried 
traces may 
also survive  

The 1880 and 1905 OS maps show a 
small square shed in a field corner. 
Revetments against the adjoining 
hedge banks, and granite posts with 
narrow drill marks at the site’s inner 
corners, survive.  

206382 76516    _   C Part survives; 
in stable 
condition (re-
incorporated 
in pasture 
field) 

1880 No recommendations 
other than the general 
recommendations for 
boundary recording 
and reconstruction 
(Sections 8.2, 8.3). 

4 Field boundary, 
possible site 

Possible 
earthwork 
trace of bank 
or fence line 

The 1840 map shows a straight, 
probably late boundary here. Slight 
traces may be visible on the ground. 
(See also G4).  

206460 76540    _   C Possible low 
earthworks.  
Stable, in 
pasture field. 

1840 No specific 
recommendations. 
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9.2 Inventory of sites from geophysical survey 
Note: Sites in italics are those also recorded through the desktop and/or walkover survey; reference should be made to Section 9.1 for further details   

Site 

No. 

Site type Description NGR  
Easting 
(all SX) 

NGR 
Northing 
(all SX) 

Recommendations 

G1 Ridges The series of ridges around the centre of the site visible on aerial photos and 
forming earthworks on the ground, recorded as Site 1, have also been detected 
through the geophysical survey (see Section 9.1).  

 See Site 1  See Site 1 See Site 1, Section 9.1 

G2 Geological feature, 
possible site   

The geophysical survey plot shows a broad positive anomaly with a 
slight negative shadow running east-west through the centre of 
the area, not apparently archaeological, and possibly a geological 
band, or a trench associated with a manhole cover that sits roughly 
on this line (James Adcock, GSB, pers comm. to Andy Jones). 

206420 76575 No specific recommendations. The 
watching brief recommended for the 
development area as a whole would 
provide adequately for inspection of this 
feature, and would allow any further 
recording of it should this prove 
necessary.   

G3 Natural feature or 
modern excavation, 
possible site 

The geophysical survey records a broad positive/negative anomaly 
in the northeast corner of the field. This is likely to be either natural 
or modern - it is coincident with a big patch of nettles (James 
Adcock, GSB, pers comm. to Andy Jones). 

206460 76600 No specific recommendations. The 
watching brief recommended for the 
development area as a whole would 
provide adequately for inspection of this 
feature, and would allow any further 
recording of it should this prove 
necessary. 

G4 Field boundary or modern 
disturbance, possible site 

A possible linear feature on a preliminary geophysical survey plot may be 
associated with the boundary mapped in 1840 recorded as Site 4 (Section 9.1) 
and if so would seem to indicate that this was a built bank rather than merely a 
fence. However this may be natural, or modern disturbance associated with a 
nearby recent access track for the sewage works on the north of the field.    

See Site 4 See Site 4 See Site 4, Section 9.1 
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9.3 Inventory of boundaries  
Boundary 
no. 

NGR  at 
centre 
(all SX) 

Earliest 
mapping
known 

Origins Considered 
important under 
historic criteria of 
Hedgerow Regs. ? 

Comments 

B1 206330            
76550 

  1748  Medieval Yes Indicated on Martyn’s map of 1748, this showing Tremeer Lane on the south of the 
boundary. Like the lane and the settlement it serves, it is considered medieval in origin. The 
1880 OS map which records large individual trees shows a near continuous row running 
along the western half of the boundary line; some of these are probably still present. 

Earth and stone bank, with stone facing detectable though overgrown where inspected 
except at its east end where it is re-faced to form the south side of a shed, no longer 
standing (Site 2). Bank 2-3m wide and around 1.5m high, up to c2m high above the lane. 
Gateway by east end has 20th century style granite facing and concrete posts, possibly rebuilt 
to provide access (now shifted to the east) to the sewage works in the field to the north.   

Bank supports many, varied trees including oak, sycamore, holly, hawthorn, willow. 

B2 206430     
76508 

  1840 Medieval/ 
post-
medieval 

Yes Recorded on the 1840 tithe survey. Possibly medieval in origin but has a very straight line 
and is attached to an earlier boundary at its east end, so considered probably post-medieval. 

Earth and stone bank, with stone facing detectable though overgrown where inspected 
except at the south end of its western angle where it is re-faced to form the east side of a 
shed, no longer standing (Site 2). Bank around 2.5 wide and 1.5m high. Trace of ditch along 
north (field) side. Some modification to top with fencing associated with housing to south.  

Bank supports many, varied trees including oak, sycamore, hawthorn.  
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Boundary 
no. 

NGR  at 
centre 
(all SX) 

Earliest 
mapping
known 

Origins Considered 
important under 
historic criteria of 
Hedgerow Regs. ? 

Comments 

B3 206400      
76622 

  1840  Medieval Yes Gently curving line indicates probably built in the later medieval or post-medieval periods 
on the line of a medieval strip field boundary, to enclose a bundle or cropping unit of earlier 
open strips. Recorded on the 1840 tithe survey. 

Earth and stone bank, with stone facing detectable, including faces of local rubble stone laid 
herringbone style exposed where worn down by stock erosion towards its west end. Bank 
around 2.3m wide and 0.5-1.5m high. Gateway west of centre in 20th century style similar to 
that in B1, apparently made to provide access to the sewage works in the field to the north.   

Bank supports many, varied trees including oak, ash, sycamore, beech, hawthorn, willow. 
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Fig 4 Map showing the location of Lower Oak Park at St Tudy, on the modern OS map base  
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Fig 5 Thomas Martyn’s map of the mid-18th century, recording Tremeer Lane on the south of the project area 

 

 

Fig 6 Part of the St Tudy  tithe survey of 1840, showing Lower Oak Close (the enclosure numbered 174) 

This extract also shows the edge of the ornamental landscape of Tremeer, with a pond and lawn, across the 
stream to the west (the area numbered 141). 
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Fig 7 The study area as it appears on the large scale OS map of 1880, superimposed on the modern mapping  

The former building on the south of the field (Site 3), and hedgerow trees along Tremeer Lane, can be seen  

 

 

Fig 8 The 1994 mapping of HLC Types, showing the site (outlined in blue) lying in ‘Medieval farmland’ 
(green), between the ‘ornamental’ land of Tremeer (pink) and the ‘20th century settlement’ of St Tudy (red)  
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Fig 9 Plan based on the modern OS map showing locations of sites and boundaries recorded in the study area (see also Fig 10 for locations of  geophysical survey features) 
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Fig 10   Plan by GSB Prospection Ltd of the results of the geophysical survey, with site numbers added by HE (in blue) to aid reference to the inventory in this report  


