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1 Summary  
The projects team of the Historic Environment Service was commissioned by the Bazeley 
Partnership to undertake an archaeological assessment of land for a proposed new school 
at St Tudy.  

The study lies within the extent of the medieval holding of Bodinnick and importantly 
adjoins the settlement of Bodinnick. A total of five sites were identified as part of this 
assessment all of which were agricultural in nature. These included three extant boundaries 
(sites 1, 2 and 5), one removed field boundary (site 3) and an area of ridge and furrow 
cultivation (site 4). It is also noted from place-name and other evidence that the project 
area is situated in an area with significant archaeological potential that could include below-
ground remains of prehistoric, Romano-British or medieval date. 

It is recommended that a geophysical survey of the study area is carried out in advance of 
the development. This will demonstrate whether the ridge and furrow (site 4) is still extant 
and if there are any other below-ground remains of archaeological significance. The 
findings of this assessment will inform the final proposals for mitigation.  

If the three extant boundaries (sites 1, 2 and 5) are affected by works, it is also 
recommended that they should be recorded in section at an appropriate scale, assessed for 
buried soils and, where appropriate, sampled for palaeoenvironmental analysis. 
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2 Introduction 
2.1 Project background 
The projects team of the Historic Environment Service was commissioned by Mark 
Roberts of the Bazeley Partnership to undertake an archaeological assessment of land at St 
Tudy in advance of an application for the construction of a new school (Fig. 1). The 
project design for this assessment was prepared in consultation with Phil Markham 
(Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer, Cornwall County Council). 

2.2 Aims 
The aims of the project were to: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Identify and describe the archaeological resource. 

Assess the significance of the resource. 

Assess the impact of the proposal on the importance and integrity of the resource. 

Identify ways of minimising the impact upon the archaeological resource. 

Make recommendations for archaeological recording during the development and 
construction of the scheme. 

2.3 Methods 
The archaeological work comprised a brief desk-based study of available map and other 
accessible sources and the production of this report. 

During the desk-based assessment historical databases and archives were consulted in 
order to obtain information about the history of the site. The main sources consulted were 
as follows: 

• Cornwall Historic Environment Record. 

• Early maps and photographs (see Section 9.1).  

• Published histories (see Section 9.2). 

 

3 Background 
3.1 Location and setting 
The proposed site for the new school is two-thirds of a field (NGR SX 0660 7982) 
immediately to the north of the built-up part of the settlement of St Tudy. It is Anciently 
Enclosed Land, historically associated with the medieval holding of Bodinnick. 

3.2 Historical background 

3.2.1 A medieval landscape 
The study area lies within the Parish of St Tudy, immediately to the north of the settlement 
of the same name that was first recorded in the Domesday survey of 1086 as ‘Ecglostudic.’ 
The place-name contains the element eglos ‘church,’ and the saint’s name. It is believed 
that he was probably a Breton saint from the diocese of Quimper Henderson says that at 
the Norman conquest, St Tudy was seized from the monks at Bodmin (St Petroc) by 
Count Mortain (Henderson, 1925).  
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The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record notes that it is likely that a Norman 
church stood in the centre of the village, though the only remains surviving are a font and 
some carved stonework. The font itself has a square bowl font of Polyphant stone, dating 
to c. 1150 (PRN 17800). The churchyard is subcircular and its situation on a south-west 
facing spur suggests it may be built on the site of a prehistoric enclosure or round (PRN 
17800.1). 

The settlement of Bodinnick (PRN 17802) lies to the immediate north of the study area. It 
was first recorded in 1315 and contains an adjectival form of the Cornish place-name 
element dyn ‘fort’ (Padel 1985, 84-5) which suggests that a round of Iron Age or Romano-
British date could be located nearby (PRN 17802.01).  

Other medieval settlements in the vicinity include Tremeer (PRN17813). This farm was 
meanwhile first recorded in 1302 but includes the place-name element tre ‘settlement’ 
which should date the settlement to before 1000 AD (Padel 1985, 223-232). 

Ridge and furrow cultivation marks (PRN 70233) are recorded within the area of the 
proposed development and two nearby fields. Identified from aerial photographs and 
plotted as part of the National Mapping Programme, the remains are situated within an 
area of Anciently Enclosed Land and are therefore likely to be medieval date. 

3.2.2 The map evidence 
The settlement of Bodinnick is not recorded on Gascoyne’s Map of 1699 (Fig. 2), though it 
is shown as an un-named settlement on both Martyn’s Map of 1748 (Fig. 3) and the 1813 
OS Map (Fig. 4). On all these maps, it is clear that the farm is part of a well-established 
medieval agricultural landscape. 

The 1840 Tithe Map for the Parish of St Tudy shows the area in more detail (Fig. 5). The 
study area is recorded as part of the holding of Bodinnick. The enclosure which includes 
the study area is shown as divided into two fields. The eastern field [94] ‘Higher New Gate’ 
was recorded as ‘arable’ land while the western field [95] ‘Lower New Park’ was recorded 
as a meadow. The 1880 OS Map (Fig. 6) shows that by this date the two fields had been 
merged into a single enclosure, a situation replicated on the 1907 OS Map (Fig. 7). 

3.2.3 The recent growth of St Tudy 
In recent years, there has been considerable growth to the settlement of St Tudy. Modern 
maps and aerial photographs show that housing developments have been carried out that 
right up to the southern edge of the study area such as Bodinnick Place. 

3.3 Historic character 
During 1994, the Cornwall Archaeological Unit (now Historic Environment Service) 
carried out a map-based historic landscape assessment across the whole of Cornwall, using 
existing field patterns and early map and place-name evidence to characterise the landscape 
(Cornwall County Council 1996). This characterisation reflects the historic processes that 
have shaped the Cornish landscape and involved dividing Cornwall into a series of zones, 
each of which reflects a particular set of historic processes and tends to contain a 
predictable range of archaeological sites and historic features. 

The actual development area lies within Anciently Enclosed Land associated with 
Bodinnick, which adjoins the medieval fieldscapes of settlements as such as St Tudy and 
Tremeer (Fig. 8). 

This historic character zone of Anciently Enclosed Land (AEL) is usually described as 
follows: 
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AEL is Cornwall’s agricultural heartland, characterised by farming settlements documented 
before the seventeenth century AD and irregular field patterns with either medieval or 
prehistoric origins. Networks of winding lanes and roads connect farming settlements 
whose layouts are typically irregular, often clearly shrunken from hamlets. Much of this 
zone will have been enclosed and farmed since the Middle Bronze Age (c 1500 BC). Land 
cleared and improved in later prehistory or in the early medieval period was re-organised in 
the later medieval period into extensive ‘strip’ field systems. These systems were associated 
with hamlets of co-operating families; more irregular medieval field systems were laid out 
by more solitary farmers. 

The gradual enclosure of ‘open’ strip fields, mainly from the fourteenth to the seventeenth 
century, transformed this zone, leaving fields of various sizes and shapes, but almost all 
with sinuous sides whose boundaries are substantial, stock proof hedges and walls, 
supporting rich and varied fauna and flora. 

3.4 Identified sites 
A total of five sites were identified as part of this assessment (see Fig. 9), all of which were 
agricultural in nature. These include three extant boundaries (sites 1, 2 and 5), one removed 
field boundary (site 3) and an area of ridge and furrow cultivation (site 4).  

 

4 Historic designations 
This section provides an overview of the planning legislation and policy relevant to the 
archaeology of the proposed development site.   

4.1 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 
Scheduled Monuments have Statutory Protection under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979. These are sites that have been identified by English 
Heritage, the Government’s archaeological advisory body, as being of national importance, 
and are included in the County Lists maintained by the Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport. A schedule has been kept since 1882 of monuments whose preservation 
is given priority over other land uses. The current legislation, the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979, supports a formal system of Scheduled Monument 
Consent for any work to a designated monument. 

There are no Scheduled Monuments within or adjoining the study area.  

4.2 Listed Buildings 
When buildings are Listed they are placed on statutory lists of buildings of ‘special 
architectural or historic interest’ compiled by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport 
under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, on advice from 
English Heritage. Listing ensures that the architectural and historic interest of the building 
is carefully considered before any alterations are agreed.  

There are no Listed Buildings within or adjoining the actual study area.  

4.3 Planning Policy Guidance: Planning and the Historic Environment 
(PPG 15) 
Guidance relating to Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas is to be found in Planning 
Policy Guidance: Planning and the Historic Environment (PPG 15) published by the 
Department of the Environment and the Department of National Heritage in September 
1994.  
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This PPG provides a full statement of Government policies for the identification and 
protection of historic buildings, Conservation Areas, and other elements of the historic 
environment. It explains the role played by the Planning system in their protection.  

Under Planning and Conservation (Part 1, 1) it states that: “It is fundamental to the 
Government’s policies for environmental stewardship that there should be effective 
protection for all aspects of the historic environment. The physical survivals of our past are 
to be valued and protected for their own sake, as a central part of our cultural heritage and 
our sense of national identity. They are an irreplaceable record which contributes, through 
formal education and in many other ways, to our understanding of both the present and 
the past. Their presence adds to the quality of our lives, by enhancing the familiar and 
cherished local scene and sustaining the sense of local distinctiveness which is so important 
an aspect of the character and appearance of our towns, villages and countryside. The 
historic environment is also of immense importance for leisure and recreation.” 

PPG 15 complements the guidance on archaeology and planning given in PPG 16. 

4.4 Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (PPG16) 
PPG 16 (section A6) states that: “Archaeological remains should be seen as a finite and 
non-renewable resource, in many cases highly fragile and vulnerable to damage and 
destruction. Appropriate management is therefore essential to ensure that they survive in 
good condition. In particular, care must be taken to ensure that archaeological remains are 
not needlessly or thoughtlessly destroyed. They can contain irreplaceable information 
about our past and the potential for an increase in future knowledge. They are part of our 
sense of national identity and are valuable both for their own sake and for their role in 
education, leisure and tourism.” 

Section B (Field Evaluations) states: “Where early discussions with local planning 
authorities or the developer's own research indicate that important archaeological remains 
may exist, it is reasonable for the planning authority to request the prospective developer 
to arrange for an archaeological field evaluation to be carried out before any decision on 
the planning application is taken’ (B21) and adds “Local planning authorities can expect 
developers to provide the results of such assessments and evaluations as part of their 
application for sites where there is a good reason to believe there are remains of 
archaeological importance ... in some circumstances a formal Environmental Assessment 
may be necessary.” 

Section 30 of PPG 16 says: “In cases when planning authorities have decided that planning 
permission may be granted but wish to secure the provision of archaeological excavation 
and the subsequent recording of the remains, it is open to them to do so by the use of a 
negative condition i.e. a condition prohibiting the carrying out of development until such 
time as works or other action, e.g. an excavation, have been carried out by a third party.” 

4.5 Cornwall Structure Plan 2004 
The Cornwall Structure Plan (Policy 2: Character Areas, Design and Environmental 
Protection) produced by Cornwall County Council, provides an overview and framework 
for environmental policy in Cornwall. Paragraph 29 states: ‘Development must be 
compatible with the conservation of Cornwall’s historic and natural heritage. This is not 
just confined to designated areas. Local features are an important part of local character 
and all too often these elements are lost by gradual attrition. The protection, conservation, 
interpretation and stewardship of the environment for future generations is an important 
element in sustainable development and one in which local authorities must play a vital role 
through example and encouragement.” 
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The application for the new educational facility at St Tudy will be determined by the 
Planning Committee of Cornwall County Council. 

4.6 North Cornwall Local Plan  
North Cornwall District Council’s District Local Plan, which was adopted in 1999, 
contains a wide-ranging set of policies covering the historic environment. This includes 
Listed Buildings (Policy ENV12), Conservation Areas (Policy ENV 13), Archaeology and 
Historic Resources (Policy ENV 14) and the Archaeological Landscape (Policy ENV 15). 

In September 2007, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government issued 
a direction identifying which of the Local Plan policies should remain in force (saved) for 
the next 3 years. All the above policies were saved and remain part of the Development 
Plan. The relevant policies from the Local Plan for this proposal are therefore Policies 14 
and 15. 

In particular, ENV15.3 states: In Areas of Great Historic Value, Historic Settlements and 
all other locations where there is evidence to suggest that significant remains may exist on 
the site of a proposed development the extent and importance of which are unknown, 
applicants will be requested to carry out an archaeological evaluation of the proposal 
before the planning application is determined.  

North Cornwall District Council will be a statutory consultee for the application for the 
new school and will feed its views to Cornwall County Council. 

 

5 Gazeteer of sites 
A total of five archaeological sites were recorded within the study area during this 
assessment (Sites 1-5; Fig. 9).  

The following definitions are used in the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Historic Environment 
Record (HER) to determine the grade/value of the feature within the historic 
environment: 

S Scheduled Monuments (none identified within the study area) 

L Listed Building (none identified within the study area) 

A Site of potential national significance (none identified within the study area) 

B Site of regional or county importance (none identified within the study area) 

C Site of local importance 

D Modern feature/non antiquity 

 

Site 
No 

NGR (SX) Description  Date Grade 

1 06526 76845 – 
06647 76887 

Field boundary. This boundary marks the northern 
extent of the study area, that was formerly two fields. 
First recorded in 1840, it lies within Anciently 
Enclosed Land and is therefore likely to be medieval 
in origin. As this assessment is a desk-based exercise, 
the condition of the feature is not known. 

MD C 

2 06647 76887 – Field boundary. This boundary marks the eastern 
extent of the study area. First recorded in 1840, it lies 

MD C 
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Site 
No 

NGR (SX) Description  Date Grade 

06672 76793 within Anciently Enclosed Land and is therefore 
likely to be medieval in origin. As this assessment is a 
desk-based exercise, the condition of the feature is 
not known. 

3 06566 76848 – 
06591 76768 

Removed field boundary. This feature was recorded 
in 1840 but had been removed by 1880 as it was not 
recorded on the Ordnance Survey Map of that date. 
It was within Anciently Enclosed Land and therefore 
is likely to be medieval in origin. Below-ground 
remains of this feature may survive. 

MD C 

4 0660 - 7982 Ridge and furrow. The study area is one of three 
fields in which ridge and furrow were visible on 1946 
aerial photographs and plotted through the National 
Mapping Programme. The fields are situated within 
Anciently Enclosed Land and it is likely these 
cultivation marks are medieval in origin. The 
condition of the ridge and furrow is not known 

MD C 

5 06559 76756 – 
06672 76793 

Field boundary. This boundary marks the southern 
extent of the study area, that was formerly two fields. 
First recorded in 1840, it lies within Anciently 
Enclosed Land and is therefore likely to be medieval 
in origin. As this assessment is a desk-based exercise, 
the condition of the feature is not known. 

MD C 

 

 

 

6 Potential for below-ground archaeology 
The study area is situated in an area with significant archaeological potential, which 
contains evidence of medieval and later activity. There is also potential for prehistoric, 
Romano-British and medieval sites to survive within the proposed development site and 
for the survival of unrecorded buried archaeological remains and artefacts of all periods.  

The fields lie within Anciently Enclosed Land and the Cornwall Landscape Assessment 
notes that “much important archaeological material will survive below the surface, 
including the Bronze Age, Iron Age and Romano-British settlements and fields of the 
farmers who originally cleared this zone” (Cornwall County Council 1996, 142). The 
document also states that there is considerable potential for further historical and 
archaeological research, and that “buried archaeological features can be expected virtually 
anywhere in this zone” (Cornwall County Council 1996, 143). 

Such statements are given further weight with the place-name of the nearby farmstead, 
Bodinnick, contains a place-name element which suggests sites of Iron Age or Romano-
British date in the vicinity (PRN17802.01), while the sub-circular enclosure around St 
Tudy’s church may be of prehistoric /Romano-British date (PRN 17800.1). It is also 
possible that the area contains remains associated with the medieval settlement of 
Bodinnick.  

Further evaluation through geophysical survey would be able to establish more definitely 
whether below-ground remains survive within the study area. 
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7 Assessment of importance 
7.1 Historic designations 
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings within, or adjoining, the proposed 
area of development. The location does not fall within any landscape designations of 
historic relevance such as an AGHV. 

7.2 Field boundaries 
The  importance of field boundaries is assessed under the 1997 Hedgerow Regulations, 
which set out to establish whether the individual boundaries:- 

1. Marked a pre-1850 parish or township boundary. 

2 Incorporated an archaeological feature. 

3. Was part of, or associated with, an archaeological site. 

4 Marked the boundary of, or is associated with, a pre-AD1600  estate or manor. 

5. Formed part of a pre-Parliamentary enclosure field system. 

There has been much discussion as to what constitutes a ‘hedgerow,’ particularly with 
regard to the stone walls and banks of western Britain. A widespread interpretation is that 
if there is at least one woody species present upon a wall or bank it may be regarded as a 
hedgerow.  

Recent legal arguments have also made the case, successfully, for all walls and banks that 
have the potential to sustain a hedge of woody species to be included within the 
regulations (Ann Reynolds HES Countryside Advice, pers. comm.). However local 
interpretation of the regulations lies with the Local Authority, Carrick District Council. 

Within and around the study area three boundaries were identified, all of which could be 
medieval in origin (sites 1, 2 and 5). All three boundaries would therefore be considered 
important under criterion 5 of the Hedgerow Regulations. It is not known whether the 
boundaries will be affected by the proposed works. 

7.3 General assessment of importance 
The study area, enclosed by historic boundaries, still maintains its character as a pocket of 
Anciently Enclosed Land. Two further archaeological features were identified; the site of a 
removed field boundary of potential medieval date (site 3) and ridge and furrow cultivation 
recorded from aerial photographs (site 4).  

This assessment has not identified any further evidence of below-ground archaeological 
remains within the study area, but there is significant potential for buried sites to survive in 
the project area. 

 

8 Recommendations 
8.1 Geophysical survey 
It is recommended that a geophysical survey of the study area is carried out in advance of 
the development. This will demonstrate whether the ridge and furrow (site 4) is still extant 
and whether there are any other below-ground remains of archaeological significance. The 
findings of this assessment will inform the final proposals for mitigation. In the event that 
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significant archaeological features are encountered, further stages of archaeological 
recording would be required which may include excavation, analysis and publication. If no 
significant remains are identified, no further mitigation measures would be considered 
appropriate or necessary within the interior of the field. 

8.2 Field boundaries 
If the three extant boundaries (sites 1, 2 and 5) are affected by works, they should be 
recorded in section at an appropriate scale, assessed for buried soils and, where 
appropriate, sampled for palaeoenvironmental analysis. 
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Fig. 1  Location map. 
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Fig. 2  St Tudy shown on Gascoyne’s Map of 1699. 
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Fig. 3  Bodinnick as shown on Martyn’s Map of 1748. 
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Fig. 4  Bodinnick in 1813 (from Ordnance Survey Map). 
 

 19



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 5  The study area in 1840 (from St Tudy Tithe Map).  
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Fig. 6  The study area in 1880 (from OS Map).   
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Fig. 7  The study area in 1907 (from OS Map).   
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Fig. 8  Historic Landscape Character around the study area.   
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Fig. 9  Known archaeological features within the study area.  
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