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BLIGH OF CORNWALL – THE STORY OF A DYNASTY 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A chance find at a car boot sale in Newquay, Cornwall, in 2005 led to my discovery 

of a Cornish dynasty of talented, powerful and influential men. Many of these 

displayed similar characteristics of being adventurous and forward thinking; astute in 

financial dealings; trusted leaders and administrators, and were among the ‘movers 

and shakers’ of their time. Whether this was the result of wealth, privilege and social 

connections, or rather something passed down the generations by tradition or 

genetically is the question that this investigation raises. 

The ‘find’ was an Indenture dated 1838, shown in Fig 1, p.2, and transcribed on p. 3. 

Scanning though the text my eye had caught the names ‘Bligh’ and ‘St Tudy’, and 

knowing that Captain Bligh of the mutiny on HMS Bounty was associated with St 

Tudy, I bought the Indenture hoping to make a connection with this famous man.  

Using online data bases I researched the ancestry of the Blighs named in the 

indenture, but was unable to make much headway and the project was shelved. Ten 

years later, however, my interest was rekindled when I rediscovered the Indenture 

rolled up in its cardboard tube on my bookshelf, and the research began again. So 

much more information is now available online and I was soon able to discover many 

original documents and references related to James William Bligh, one of the 

persons named in the indenture, and to John Martyn Bligh his father, also named. 

The connection was made to Captain William Bligh of the Bounty (Bligh Family Tree 

pages 41 & 44) and because the Blighs had resided in Cornwall since mediaeval 

times, their pedigree had been recorded by the Visitations of Heralds in 1602 and 

1642, showing their line back to the 1400s ( pages 6 & 7, 11 & 12) 

It became clear from my researches that over the centuries the Blighs had been men 

of strong convictions and powers of leadership, becoming Mayors of Bodmin, 

Launceston and Plymouth; Officers in the Royal Navy up to the rank of Admiral; 

Lawyers and Attorneys working with, and making petitions to, the Crown and 

Parliament. These men of note are listed in Table 1, p.40, which includes one 

woman who was a leading politician of her country in modern times, and who claims 

descent from the Cornish Blighs. 

The story of the Blighs and some of the noteworthy individuals are told in the 

following pages.  

 

Angela Aylward 

Newquay, Cornwall, England  2015 
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TRANSCRIPTION         Lease for a year    Dated 21st February 1838    

Jas. Wm. Bligh & Harry Hocken  to  Nicholas E Hocken 

 

This Indenture made the twentyfirst day of February in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty eight Between James William Bligh of the Borough of Bodmin in 

the County of Cornwall Gentleman and Harry Hocken of the Parish of St Tudy in the same County 

Gentleman (sole Devises named in the Last Will and Testament of John Martyn Bligh late of the said 

Borough of Bodmin Gentleman deceased) of the one part and Nicholas Ellery Hocken also of the said 

Borough Painter and Glazer of the other part Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of 

five shillings of lawful British money to them the said James William Bligh and Harry Hocken in hand 

well and truly paid by the said Nicholas Ellery Hocken at or immediately before the sealing and 

delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged. They the said James William 

Bligh and Harry Hocken Do and each of them Doth bargain and sell unto the said Nicholas Ellery 

Hocken All that one messuage or dwelling house Garden plot and premises with the Blacksmiths 

Shop lately built and erected thereon situate lying and being in the Borough of Bodmin aforesaid in a 

street there called Pool Street and now in the several occupations of Thomas Garland Richard Harris 

and Peter Bawden and bounded on  the north and west by the lands of Robert Bradlick Edyvean 

Esquire on the south by the said street called Pool Street and on the east by a dwelling house the 

property of Benjamin Harris Together with all Timber and other Trees Miner Metals Minerals 

Quarries hedges ditches ways paths passages priveledges advantages rights members and 

appurtenances whatsoever to the same belonging or in anywise appertaining And the reversion and 

reversions remainder and remainders yearly and other rents issues and profits of the said Dwelling 

house Smiths Shop Garden and premises hereby bargained and sold or intended to be To have 

and to hold the said Dwelling house Smiths Shop Garden and premises hereinbefore described and 

intended to be hereby bargained and sold with the appurtenances unto the said Nichols Ellery Hocken 

his executors Administrators and assigns from the day next before the date of these presents for and 

during and unto the full end and term of one whole year thence next ensuing and fully to be complete 

and ended Under and Subject to the rent of a peppercorn if demand To the intent that by virtue of 

these presents and of the Statute made for transferring uses into possession the said Nicholas Ellery 

Hocken may be in the actual possession of the said Dwelling house Smiths Shop Garden and 

premises and be thereby enabled to accept a Grant and Release thereof To such uses as shall be 

declared by an Indenture already prepared and intended to bear date the day next after the date of 

these presents and to be made between the said James William Bligh and Harry Hocken of the one 

part and Nicholas Ellery Hocken of the other part In Witness whereof the parties aforesaid to these 

presents have set their hands and seals this day and year first above written 

    

Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of 

  

Thos. Commins 

Solr. Bodmin 

      ~~~~ 

Thos. Johns 
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BLIGH OF BOTATHAN 
 

Arms of Bligh: — Az. a griffin rampant Or, between three crescents, Argent 

 

 

According to “The History of Cornwall” published in 1822 

the Blighs “have been settled in Cornwall from the Norman 

Conquest”. Botathan near South Petherwin, Launceston, 

was their ancient seat which came to the Bligh family in 

a deed dated 1384, whereby Juliana Renfrey gave “all 

her lands and tenements in Botathan” to her daughter 

Johanna, married to John Bligh. This information comes 

from the ‘Bligh of Botathan’ pedigree in “The Visitations 

of the County of Cornwall” of 1530, to establish the 

lineages of prominent families and confirm their right to 

their heraldic arms. The Bligh of Botathan pedigree runs from 1400/1500 to the 

1700s (Appendix 2) and confirms their arms as shown above.  

 
Launceston was the County Town and centre of administration at this time, and the 
Blighs were wealthy, land owning yeoman farmers classed as ‘gentry’ but not 
aristocracy. 
 

In the 1500s, Botathan passed from John Bligh to his eldest son Thomas and so to 

his descendants. The Botathan line of the Bligh family ‘became extinct in 1740’. This 

occurred when William Bligh born 1682, died in 1744 leaving no male heir. 

 

Ref:   Magna Britannia: Volume 3, Cornwall.  1814 

SOUTH-PETHERWIN, in the north division of the hundred of East, and in the deanery of 
Trigg-Major, lies about two miles south-west from Launceston, ……………………Botaden,   
the seat of the Bligh family, which became extinct in 1740, after passing through several 
hands, is now a farm-house 
 
Bligh of Botadon, as early as the reign of Richard III.(1483-85), married the co-heiresses of 
Ramfry, Bant, and Trevanion of Trevalster. There were younger branches, of Truro and 
Bodmin. 
 

 
 
 
 
GHOSTLY HAPPENINGS 

Dorothy Durant, Ghost of Botathan, is a 

ghost story involving the Bligh family in the 

1600s. The story was well known in the 

Launceston area and is is reproduced on 

pages 8 & 9.  
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Fig 3    BLIGH OF BOTATHAN contd. 
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POLITICAL ACTIVIST    
 

NEVILLE BLIGH   1601 - 1655 
 

From the mid 1500s, the descendants of John Bligh of Botathan’s 3rd son Richard 

lived at Carnedon, St Thomas by Launceston (Pedigree, p. 5 & 6 ). Richard’s great 

great grandson, Neville Bligh of Carnedon, was an influential figure at the time of the 

English Civil War of 1642-51.  

 

Neville Bligh had been less than a year old when his father died in 1602. He had 

been made a Ward of Court so that his inheritance of the Carnedon estate could be 

administered until he came of age.  

 

The following extract from the Alumni Oxienis, a record of all members of the 

University of Oxford, shows that Neville Bligh had studied Law there. It also confirms 

his pedigree with father and grandfather studying at the same university. 

 

 
 

 

Although he was listed in the Protestation Returns of 1642, where he was required to 

swear an oath to uphold the Protestant Faith, Neville Bligh was actually a staunch 

Catholic and Royalist in support of King Charles.  In fact, the majority of Cornishmen 

were Royalists and in that same year, Neville Bligh was one of the signatories of a 

letter to the King pledging their support. Not only that, he was one of those trusted to 

deliver the letter to King Charles at York where the Royal Court had been 

established after fleeing London.  

 

Neville Bligh was also with the besieged garrison of Pendennis Castle when it 

surrendered to General Fairfax in 1646, and he was fined for his support of the king.  

 

After over a hundred years of occupancy by the Bligh family, the association came to 

an end when Neville son John Bligh sold the Barton of Carnedon in 1690. 
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The Story of Dorothy Durant, Ghost of Botathen 

 

There is an old story concerning the ghost of Dorothy Durant who was said to haunt a field at 

Botathen (Botathan, Botaden)in the 17th century. The following account appeared in The 

Haunted Homes and Family Traditions of Great Britain (1897) by John Ingram who in turn 

took it from the History of Cornwall by Hitchins and Drew (1824). The story has however 

appeared in The Haunters and the Haunted (1921) by Ernest Rhys, Footprints of Former 

Men in Far Cornwall (1870) by R S Hawker and in All the Year Around 1867. 

According to Ingram, Hitchen appears to have derived his account direct from one of the 

persons chiefly concerned that is to say, from the Rev. John Ruddle, Head Master of the 

Grammar School at Launceston, Vicar of Altemon, and Prebendary of Exeter. 

"Young Mr. Bligh, a lad of bright parts and of no common attainments, became on a sudden 

pensive, dejected, and melancholy. His friends, observing the change without being able to 

discover the cause, attributed his behaviour to laziness, an aversion to school, or to some 

other motive which they suspected he was ashamed to avow. He was, however, induced to 

inform his brother, after some time, that in a field through which he passed to and from 

school" that is to say, to and from Launceston Grammar School, of which, as has alreadv 

been observed, Mr. Raddle was Head Master "he was invariably met by the apparition of a 

woman, whom he personally knew while living, and who had been dead about eight years." 

Young Bligh is said to have been at this time about sixteen. "Ridicule, threats, and 

persuasions were alike used in vain by the family to induce him to dismiss these absurd 

ideas. Mr. Ruddle was, however, sent for, to whom the lad ingenuously communicated the 

time, manner, and frequency of this appearance. It was in a field called Higher Broomfield. 

The apparition, he said, appeared dressed in female attire, met him two or three times while 

he passed through the field, glided hastily by him, but never spoke. He had thus been 

occasionally met about two months before he took any particular notice of it; at length the 

appearance became more frequent, meeting him both morning and evening, but always in 

the same field, yet invariably moving out of the path when it came close to him. He often 

spoke, but could never get any reply. To avoid this unwelcome visitor he forsook the field, 

and went to school and returned from it through a lane, in which place, between the quarry 

pack and nursery, it always met him. Unable to disbelieve the evidence of his own senses, 

or to obtain credit with any of his family, he prevailed upon Mr. Ruddle to accompany him to 

the place.  

"I arose,” says this clergyman, “the next morning, and went with him. The field to which he 

led me I guessed to be about twenty acres, in an open country, and about three furlongs 

from any house. We went into the field, and had not gone a third part before the spectrum, in 

the shape of a woman, with all the circumstances he had described the day before, so far as 

the suddenness of its appearance and transition would permit me to discover, passed by. 

"I was a little surprised at it, and though I had taken up a firm resolution to speak to it, I had 

not the power, nor durst I look back; yet I took care not to show any fear to my pupil and 

guide, and therefore, telling him that I was satisfied in the truth of his statement we walked to 

the end of the field and returned nor did the ghost meet us that time but once.  

"On the 27th July, 1665, I went to the haunted field by myself, and walked the breadth of it 

without any encounter. I then returned and took the other walk, and then the spectre 
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appeared to me, much about the same place in which I saw it when the young gentleman 

was with me. It appeared to move swifter than before, and seemed to be about ten feet from 

me on my right hand, insomuch that I had not time to speak to it, as I had determined with 

myself beforehand. The evening of this day, the parents, the son, and myself, being in the 

chamber where I lay, I proposed to them our going all together to the place next morning. 

We accordingly met at the stile we had appointed; thence we all four walked into the field 

together. We had not gone more than half the field before the ghost made its appearance. It 

then came over the stile just before us, and moved with such rapidity that by the time we had 

gone six or seven steps it passed by. I immediately turned my head and ran after it, with the 

young man by my side. We saw it pass over the stile at which we entered, and no farther. I 

stepped upon the hedge at one place and the young man at another, but we could discern 

nothing; whereas I do aver that the swiftes horse in England could not have conveyed 

himself out of sight in that short space of time. Two things I observed in this day's 

appearance: first, a spaniel dog, which had followed the company unregarded, barked and 

ran away as the spectrum passed by; whence it is easy to conclude that it was not our fear 

or fancy which made the apparition. Secondly, the motion of the spectrum was not gradatim 

or by steps, or moving of the feet, but by a kind of gliding, as children upon ice, or as a boat 

down a river, which punctually answers the description the ancients give of the motion of 

these Lamures. This ocular evidence clearly convinced, but withal strangely affrighted, the 

old gentleman and his wife. They well knew this woman, Dorothy Durant, in her life-time; 

were at her burial, and now plainly saw her features in this apparition.  

"The next morning, being Thursday, I went very early by myself, and walked for about an 

hour's space in meditation and prayer in the field next adjoining. Soon after five I stepped 

over the stile into the haunted field, and had not gone above thirty or forty paces before the 

ghost appeared at the further stile. I spoke to it in some short sentences with a loud voice; 

whereupon it approached me, but slowly, and when I came near it moved not. I spoke again, 

and it answered in a voice neither audible nor very intelligible. I was not in the least terrified, 

and therefore persisted until it spoke again and gave me satisfaction; but the work could not 

be finished at this time. Whereupon the same evening, an hour after sunset, it met me again 

near the same place, and after a few words on each side it quietly vanished, and neither 

doth appear now, nor hath appeared since, nor ever will more to any man's disturbance. The 

discourse in the morning lasted about a quarter of an hour.  

"These things are true,” concludes the Rev. John Ruddle, “and I know them to be so, with as 

much certainty as eyes and ears can give me; and until I can be persuaded that my senses 

all deceive me about their proper objects, and by that persuasion deprive me of the 

strongest inducement to believe the Christian religion, I must and will assert that the things 

contained in this paper are true".  

 

 

Taken from “Mysterious Britain & Ireland” website 
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BLIGH OF BODMIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitations also contain the pedigree of ‘Bligh of 

Bodmin’ which is closely linked to the family ‘Bligh of 

Botathan’ and has a right to the same Arms.  

These were obviously respected and influential members of the community as eight 

Bligh men served as Mayor of Bodmin in the years 1505 to 1741, and one William 

Bligh was Head Burgess in 1531. 

John Bleigh, Mayor of Bodmin 1582 and 1588, was actually born in Holsworthy, just 

over the border into Devon where a branch of the Bodmin Blighs flourished from the 

mid 1500s to the mid 1600s. The birthplaces of his children, however, show that he 

returned to Bodmin in the late 1500s when he served as Mayor.  

It is from John Bleigh’s 4th son, Richard Bligh b. 1592 in Holsworthy (Fig 4, p.11), 

that a long line of successful high achievers is descended. They include a number of 

naval officers such as Capt. William Bligh of The Bounty and Admiral Sir Richard 

Rodney Bligh, and lawyers and administrators such as John Martyn Bligh, and 

James William Bligh, signatory of the indenture. Their family connections are shown 

in the Bligh Family Tree on pages 41 – 44. 
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Fig 4 
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Fig 5  BLIGH OF BODMIN contd. 
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THE NAVAL BLIGHS 
 

ADMIRAL JOHN BLIGH  1771 – 1831 
 

Extract from The Naval Biographies of Great Britain 
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ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD RODNEY BLIGH  1737 - 1821 

 

PORTRAIT 1805             showing the Bligh Arms 

 

Ref: WIKIPEDIA 
 

Admiral Sir Richard Rodney Bligh GCB  

(bap. 8 November 1737 – 30 April 1821) was an officer of the 

Royal Navy, who saw service during the American War of 

Independence, and the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic 

Wars, eventually rising to the rank of Admiral. Bligh's father was 

Richard Bligh, a lieutenant in the navy, while William Bligh was a 

third cousin 
 

Ref: www.thepeerage.com  Admiral Sir Richard 

Rodney Bligh was born in 1737. He was the son of Richard Bligh 

and Anne Page He was baptised on 8 November 1737 at Holy 

Trinity Church, Gosport, Hampshire, England. He married, firstly, 

Ann Worsley, daughter of Sir Edward Worsley and Elizabeth 

Miller, on 13 November 1765. He married, secondly, Mary 

Golightly on 28 July 1800. He died on 30 October 1821 at Belle 

Vue, Southampton, Hampshire. 
 

He was commissioned in 1750 with the rank of Midshipman, in the service of the Royal Navy. He 

gained the rank of Commander in 1762. He gained the rank of Post Captain in 1777. He lived at 

Gatcombe Park, Isle of Wight, England. He held the office of High Sheriff of Hampshire. He gained 

the rank of Rear-Admiral in October 1794. He was court-martialled for the loss of H.M.S. Alexander 

on 6 November 1794, and was honourably acquitted. He gained the rank of Vice-Admiral in February 

1799. He gained the rank of Admiral in April 1804. He was invested as a Knight Grand Cross, Order 

of the Bath (G.C.B.) in 1820.
  

 

Ref: www.geni.com 

Richard Rodney Bligh                                        

Birthdate: November 5, 1737  

Birthplace: Bodmin, Cornwall, England  

Death: Died April 30, 1821 in Bellevue House, Southampton, Hampshire, England  

Place of Burial: Family vault, St Mary’s, Alverstoke, Gosport, Hampshire, England 

Immediate Family:  Son of Richard (Lieu.RN) Blighe and Ann Page  
Husband of Anne Bligh and Margaret Bligh  
Father of Harriet Worsley Bligh; Captain George Miller Bligh; Elizabeth Bligh; Sophia Holmes 
Bligh and Anne  
Brother of John Bligh and Susanna Bligh  

Occupation: Admiral KCB, Admiral of the Blue 

 

He and Capt. William Bligh of The Bounty share common ancestors in Richard Bligh, 

bapt. 1592 Bodmin, Cornwall, and his second wife Elizabeth Inglett.  

(Family Tree, p. 41 & 42) 
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CAPTAIN GEORGE MILLER BLIGH        

1780–1834 

 
Ref: WIKIPEDIA 
 

Bligh was born in 1780, the only son of Richard Rodney 

Bligh, who was later to become an Admiral, and his first 

wife Ann Worsley. 

 

He was an officer of the Royal Navy, who saw service 

during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, 

eventually rising to the rank of Captain. He was present 

aboard HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar, and was 

badly wounded during the action.  

 

He was in the cockpit during the last hours of the mortally wounded Nelson's life, and was 

depicted in Arthur William Devis's painting The Death of Nelson, 21 October 1805. Bligh is 

depicted (to the right of the painting) apparently dazed from a head wound, and with his left 

hand over the wound in his side  
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WILLIAM BLIGH, CAPTAIN OF THE BOUNTY 1754 - 1817 
   

             
1776 as Sailing Master with Capt. Cook 1791 on his return to England after the mutiny 

 

William Bligh was the only son of Francis Bligh and his wife, Jane. Francis was a 

Customs Officer in Plymouth, Devon. William describes himself as ‘a man of St 

Tudy’, in which case he would have been born at Tinten, Cornwall, where the Blighs 

had lived since the 168s. It was in Plymouth, however, that he was baptised in 1754. 

Much has been written about William Bligh’s exploits as described in the following 

passages. 
 

Extracts from WIKIPEDIA 
Bligh was signed for the Royal Navy at age seven, at a time when it was common to sign on 

a "young gentleman" simply to gain the experience at sea required for promotion. In 1770, at 

age 16, he joined HMS Hunter as an able seaman, the term used because there was no 

vacancy for a midshipman. He became a midshipman early in the following year. 
 

In 1776, Bligh was selected by Captain James Cook for the position of sailing master of the 

Resolution and accompanied Cook in July 1776 on Cook's third and fatal voyage to the 

Pacific. Bligh returned to England at the end of 1780 and was able to give details of Cook's 

last voyage. 
 

Bligh married Elizabeth Betham, daughter of a Customs Collector (stationed in Douglas, Isle 

of Man), on 4 February 1781. Soon after this, in August 1781, he fought in the Battle of 

Dogger Bank under Admiral Parker. For the next 18 months, he was a lieutenant on various 

ships. He also fought with Lord Howe at Gibraltar in 1782. 
 

Between 1783 and 1787, Bligh was a captain in the merchant service. Like 

many lieutenants he would have found full-pay employment in the Navy 

hard to obtain with the fleet largely demobilised at the end of the War of 

American Independence. In 1787, Bligh was selected as commander of 

the Bounty. He rose eventually to the rank of Vice Admiral in the Royal 

Navy.  
 

Bligh died in Bond Street, London on 7 December 1817 and was buried at 
St. Mary's, Lambeth. His tomb is topped by a breadfruit.  

 
He was related to Admiral Sir Richard Rodney Bligh and Captain George Miller Bligh and his 
descendants include the former Premier of Queensland, Anna Bligh. 
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Extracts from the Encyclopedia Britannica 

 

William Bligh,  (born September 9, 1754, probably at Plymouth, county of Devon, 

England—died December 7, 1817, London), English navigator, explorer, and commander of 

the HMS Bounty at the time of the celebrated mutiny on that ship. 
 

The son of a customs officer, Bligh joined the Royal Navy in 1770. After six years as a 

midshipman, he was promoted to sailing master of the Resolution and served under James 

Cook on the great captain’s third and final voyage to the South Seas (1776–79). After 

returning to England, he married Elizabeth Betham, with whom he had four daughters and 

twin sons (the boys died in infancy), and entered private service as a commander of 

merchant ships in the West Indies. 
 

The Bounty voyage was undertaken at the request of Caribbean plantation owners, who 

were seeking a subsistence food for their slaves. English botanist Sir Joseph Banks (a 

veteran of Cook’s first Pacific voyage) recommended feeding them Tahitian breadfruit. An 

unenthusiastic Admiralty agreed to refit the 215-ton Bethia as the Bounty and to commission 

Bligh as her commander. 
 

Proceeding to Tahiti by the Cape of Good Hope, he finally reached his destination in October 

1788. By April 4, 1789, when the Bounty left Tahiti for England, the crew members were 

eager to get home, but Bligh had become enraged at their poor seamanship. He had fallen 

out with his first mate and longtime friend, Fletcher Christian, tormenting him to the point that 

Christian planned a suicidal escape from the Bounty by raft. A determined group of nine men 

persuaded him to take the ship instead. 

  

On April 28, 1789 (April 27, ship’s time), Christian and his supporters mutinied. Bligh and 18 

loyal men were put into a 20-foot (6-metre) launch with some navigational instruments and 

five days’ food. A tragic stop at a nearby volcanic island, Tofua, where one of them was 

killed by natives, resolved Bligh to sail directly for Timor, 3,600 miles (5,800 km) away. It was 

a voyage of extreme hardship, and brilliant navigation.  Bligh and his men reached Timor on 

June 14 1789. Continuing to Batavia (Jakarta) on the island of Java, they found 

transportation to England, finally arriving there in March 1790. 
 

Bligh received several other commands, served as governor of New South Wales from 1805 

to 1810, and was promoted to rear admiral in 1811 and vice admiral in 1814. His courage, 

navigational skills, and intelligence cannot be denied ………. But Bligh never overcame a 

fatal inability to control his relationships with his men.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

William Bligh will forever be remembered for the Mutiny on the Bounty which 

unfortunately overshadows his many excellent qualities as a sailor, surveyor and 

map maker, navigator, adventurer and administrator. Whatever his failings in ‘man 

management’, it is a measure of his strength of character and the esteem in which 

he was held that he was given further positions of responsibility after that event viz. 

Governor of New South Wales, and rising to the rank of Vice Admiral in the Navy. 
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ARISTOCRACY 
 

Yet another branch of Blighs progressed from being wealthy merchants in Plymouth 

to administrators for Oliver Cromwell in Ireland, culminating in the creation of a 

peerage for John Bligh in 1725, namely that of Earl Lord Darnley with lands in 

Ireland and Kent.  Their Arms are the same as the Botathan and Bodmin Blighs, and 

their story is as follows. 
 

Ref: Records of the Earls of Darnley of Cobham Hall 1537-1974 
 

The Bligh family  
originated in Cornwall in England from villages on the border 
between Cornwall and Devon. The earliest traceable family 
member was Robert Bligh of Lanrake in Cornwall who died in 
1554. They were a family of lesser gentry, owners of modest 
estates who were gentlemen farmers rather than hereditary 
gentlemen. Robert Bligh's great-grandson, William Bligh died 
1628, continued to make money for the family as a merchant 
in Plymouth. William's eldest son, William Bligh, inherited the 
family lands in Cornwall and his father's business in 
Plymouth. 
 

The Blighs who became resident at Cobham Hall were descended from his third son John 
who was born in 1616. John became a citizen of London where he enrolled in the worshipful 
Company of Salters. After this he became involved with the forfeited Irish estates after the 
Irish rebellion of 1641 which was linked to the English Civil War. He acquired his estates in 
County Meath in Ireland from Cromwell’s government in 1654. It is estimated that from this 
the Bligh lands in County Meath exceeded a total of 25,000 acres. 
 
It was under John Bligh's only son Thomas, who was born in 1654 in Dublin, that the family 
began to build up lands and titles. It was during his lifetime that the Bligh lands in County 
Meath were consolidated into the Manor of Athboy by a grant made in Chancery. The 
document cites 15 place names, the most prominent of which are Athboy and Rathmore. 
Thomas also married Elizabeth Napier whose family had a claim on the title of the Dukedom 
of Lennox. The Bligh family's attempts to claim this title ran into the 20th century.  
 

Thomas and Elizabeth had nine children, the eldest of which was John Bligh (1687-1728) 
and it was this John Bligh who brought the titles to the family. He was created Baron Clifton 
of Rathmore in 1721, Viscount of Darnley in 1723 and finally was awarded the Earldom of 
Darnley in 1725. He married Theodosia Hyde in the early 18th century. She was the sole 
heir of Edward Earl of Clarendon and of Catherine O'Brien, only daughter and heir of Lady 
Catherine Stuart who was the sister of Charles, Duke of Lennox. It was the through this 
marriage that the Bligh's inherited Cobham Hall and became large landowners in both Kent 
and Ireland.  
 

Ref: Wikipedia 
The only creation in the Peerage of Ireland was in 1725 to John Bligh, 1st Earl of Darnley, 
descended from a prominent Devon family via a cadet branch which had settled in County 
Meath, Ireland; he was the son of the Rt Hon Thomas Bligh who was in turn the son of John 
Bligh, of Plymouth, a Commissioner of Customs and Excise despatched to Ireland in search 
of forfeited estates, and in turn his father was William Bligh, a prosperous Plymouth 
merchant. 
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LAWYERS & ADMINISTRATORS 
 
 

JOHN MARTYN BLIGH 1780 – 1834 

 

Born at Antony, Cornwall, he was the eldest son of James Bligh, Gentleman, and his 

wife Margaret Martyn who were married in 1779 at Lanteglos, Cornwall 
 

In 1809 John Martyn Bligh married Mary Edyvean Hocken at St Mabyn. His 

profession was that of a Conveyancer - a lawyer involved with deeds and the 

transfer of property, and a member of the Inns of Court.  
 

A “Parochial and family history of the parishes of St. Mabyn and Michaelstow in the 

county of Cornwall” published in 1875 records his profession and tells how he 

established his estate at Stone, St Mabyn, Cornwall. 
 

 
 

Also recorded in the above publication of 1875 is John’s father James’s memorial 

plaque in St Mabyn church. He died in 1811 and it reads “late of Stone in this 

parish”. (see Memorials listed in Appendix  1, p.51)   
 

The Royal Cornwall Gazette of April 1812 published an application by John Martyn 

Bligh for a new land drain at Stone, and in July 1812 his address in advertisements 

for land deals was ‘Stone, near Bodmin’, indicating that the ‘genteel cottage’ was 

built in that year.  He had previously resided at Trevisquite, St Mabyn, as stated in 

newspaper advertisements up to 1811. 
 

Another early record of John Martyn Bligh being ‘of Stone’ is in the ‘Statutes of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland’ of 1817 where he is appoint ed one of 

the Commissioners to oversee the allocation and enclosure of some areas of 

Common Land belonging to the Crown. A transcription of this is shown on page 22. 
 

In 1818 John Martyn Bligh, of Stone, brought a Petition to Parliament, as recorded in 

the Journals of the House of Commons Vol.73. He argued strongly against 

‘alterations in the laws respecting Conveyancing’ which had been put forward by 

certain parties, and which would deprive Conveyancers ‘of their present honourable 

means of subsistence’.    
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He states that, ‘having been from an early period of life, bred up and instructed in the 

business of a Conveyancer, and having practised as such since his admission to be 

a member of the Honourable Society of Grey’s Inn, for upwards of eleven years, and 

having been employed by noblemen and others of great respectability’, he had in no 

instance received any complaint regarding his work. He also adds that ‘he now being 

above the age of thirty-seven years of age, and having a wife and five young children 

to support, humbly prays the House to afford him a protection of what he conceives 

to be his just rights’. 
 

Despite this heartfelt plea to the House of Commons regarding his livelihood as a 

Conveyancer, he had many other means of income, as shown below in an extract 

from The Farmers Magazine Vol.21 of 1820 in which he tells of his other interests, in 

his own words. 

  

 
 

As Chairman of the Cornwall Agricultural Association, John Martyn Bligh had been 

called to give evidence at an enquiry into the price of wheat in Cornwall.  

 

The year before, in 1819, he had been appointed to the General Committee of the 

newly formed ‘Agricultural Associations of Great Britain’ which was to petition both 

Houses of Parliament to impose a tax on imported agricultural goods which 

competed with home grown produce. This was to protect British farmers’ financial 

interests and income against foreign competition.  

 

His interest in agriculture was such that in a lease of land that he co-owned he 

specified in great detail how the land should be worked to keep it in good heart.  

(see excerpt from an indenture p. 23) 

. 

The website www.mccarthyindex.com has transcriptions of a great number of 

documents including land deals involving John Martyn Bligh. These show him to be 

shrewd in financial dealings and ruthless in upholding the letter of the law to call in 

bad debts. He used his wealth and knowledge of conveyancing to ‘play the system’ 

to his own advantage, so increasing his land ownership and income from mortgages 

and rents. The following examples illustrate this. 

 
‘Mary Beard’s Tenement’ in Bodmin 
  

15
th
 June 1801  

James Webb takes a £400 mortgage from John Symonds and John Martyn Bligh for Mary Beard’s 

Tenement  -  £200 plus interest to be paid before 15
th
 October 1801 
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31
st
 August & 1

st
 September 1801 

Indentures between James Webb, John Symonds and John Martyn Bligh whereby (part?) ownership 

of Mary Beard’s Tenement is transferred to John Symonds and John Martyn Bligh for the 

consideration of 5s paid to James Webb and the reduction of the original debt to £200, interest on the 

remaining £200 to be paid yearly. The mortgage plus interest could be called in, and if not paid within 

6 months of notice being given, then the property would be sold so that the debt could be recovered. 
 

23
rd

 June 1802  &   23
rd

 June 1803 

James Webb paid £10 interest on the remaining £200 debt 
 

26
th
 November 1813 

Indenture – Lease for a Year of Mary Beard’s Tenement to Mr John Pearce agreed by James Webb, 

John Symonds and John Martyn Bligh (the last two now being part owners) 

 

A second example of John Martyn Bligh taking swift action to recover money owed. 

 

Walter Oke of St Tudy, Innkeeper 
 

7
th
 January 1815 

Indenture listing the many and several debts of Walter Oke, including £90.2s.6d to John Martyn Bligh 

and Paul Upton Oke for rent due 25
th
 December 1814. These two intended to instruct an Attorney at 

Law, John Clode Bradden of Camelford, to recover the debt to which would be added the attorney’s 

fees. 
 

1
st
 February 1816 

Receipt from John Clode Bradden for the payment of fees incurred in the execution of the above 

action, amounting to £49.19s.10d – addressed to John Martyn Bligh of Stone, St Mabyn. 
 

25
th
 September 1816 

Inventory of ‘Goods and Chattels distrained by us John Martyn Bligh and Paul Upton Oke’ for ‘half a 

year’s rent due to us for the same at Midsummer last’ - to be sold if the debt be not paid within 5 days 

of the notice delivered to Walter Oke on 25
th
 September 1816. 

 

In his will of 1834, the year of his death, he instructed that the estate and his 

financial affairs be managed to their best advantage to further increase their value. 

The estate was to be divided when the youngest child reached the age of 21 years of 

age, ‘share and share alike’ amongst all his children including the daughters. In order 

to give each child every advantage to better themselves, money from the estate 

could be requested before this date to further their education or to support a 

business venture – to be given at the discretion of the executors. His will is 

transcribed on pages 54 & 55. 

 

Clearly this was a confident man, capable and well respected amongst his peers. 

Although he had the advantage of being born into a well to do family, it seems that 

his personal qualities and abilities enabled him to increase his fortunes further. The 

overall picture is of a man who was thorough, persistent, dependable and a trusted 

administrator, exhibiting strong powers of leadership and ready to do verbal battle 

with the highest powers in the land for any cause he believed in or to uphold his own 

interests.  
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Ref: John Martyn Bligh 
 

EXTRACTS FROM A LEASE DATED 1816 www.mccarthyindex.com 
 

This Indenture made the twenty fourth day of March in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and sixteen Between John Martyn Bligh of the 

parish of Saint Mabyn in the County of Cornwall Gentleman and Paul Upton 
Oke of the parish of Saint Tudy in the said County Gentleman (Guardians and 
Trustees acting under the Will of Richard Worth late of the same parish of St 
Tudy Yeoman deceased) of the one part and William Pooley of the said parish 
of St Tudy Carpenter of the other part………………………………….. 
Doth devise lease set and to farm let unto the said William Pooley All 
that one field or Close of land called or known by the name of Butts Park 
situate lying and being within the said parish of Saint Tudy late in the 
occupation of Walter Oke   ………………………………………. 

………………………..And also shall and will keep in good and sufficient 

repair for and during the said term all the Hedges, Ditches, Posts, Bars, Styles 
and fences of and belonging to the said Demised premises and in the end or 
other sooner determination of the said term the same and every part thereof 

in such good and sufficient repair shall and will leave and yield up And also 
shall and will carry or cause to be carried out and upon the first breach of 
each and every Acre of the said demised premises before the same shall be 
put into tillage and so in proportion for less than acre one Barge load of good 
salt sea sand and twenty common cart or Bull loads of good rotten dung or 
one hundred Winchester Bushells of well burned stone lime and well mix the 
same with a proper quantity of Earth and there spread cast abroad and leave 
the same according to the rules of good Husbandry and upon and after any 
such dressing shall have and take no more than two crops of Corn or Grain 
One of Potatoes or Turnips and that not the last and those in succession and 
with the last of such crops of corn which shall always be Barley or Oats shall 
and will sow eight pounds of good clover seeds and eight gallons of good 
Eaver grass seeds in each and every acre and so in proportion for less 
quantity than an acre and properly Harrow and Roll in the same And in case 
any Potatoes or other Vegetable crop be tilled in or upon the said premises 
(except as to one crop of Turnips only or each in any breach shall and will 
carry and will properly spend on each and every acre and so in proportion for 
any less quantity of the Land so tilled with or for such Vegetable crop before 
the same land shall be put into such tillage thirty common cart loads of good 
rotten dung over and above the Manure above mentioned And shall not nor 
will cut or mow any Grass or Hay from off the said premises or any part 
thereof more than once after the same land hath been left out of Tillage 
without first carrying and properly spreading before every subsequent cutting 
twenty five common cart or Bull loads of good rotten dung or other manure 
equal in goodness thereto in each and every acre and so in proportion And 
shall nor will break up or suffer to be broken up the whole or any part of the 
said demised premises for tillage more than once during the said term and not 
within the last two years thereof nor at any other than the proper season of 
the year for so doing and immediately upon and after any such cutting shall 
and will raise splaish, cast and double dyke such hedge or hedges in a good 
and sufficient Husband like manner  
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Ref: John Martyn Bligh 

   

ENCLOSURE & ALLOCATION OF COMMON LAND BELONGING TO 

THE CROWN 

       10th July 1817 

WHEREAS the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, in Right of His Crown, is seized to Himself, His Heirs and 

Successors, of the Manor or Royalty of Rialton and Retraighe alias Reterth in the County of Cornwall, 

and of certain Open Commons and Wastelands within and Parcel of the same Manor, which are 

computed to contain Eight hundred and fifty Acres or thereabouts, and are usually called Castle 

Dennis otherwise Castle Dinnis otherwise Castle an Dennis Down, and of a certain Moor called the 

Goss Moor, adjacent thereto; and His Majesty, in right of His Crown, is also seized of or entitled to 

certain Messuages, Farms, inclosed Lands and Grounds situate within the parish of St Columb Major 

in the said County of Cornwall, called Trevithick and Reterth, and the Lessees or Occupiers of such 

Farms are entitled to Rights of Common over the said Commons, Moor and Waste Lands;  And 

Whereas Sir William Lemon Baronet, Mary Harris Spinster, Richard Rowe Esquire, John Peter Doctor 

of Physic, Richard Vivian Esquire, William Drew, John Henwood and James Hawken are the Owners 

or Proprietors of certain ancient Messuages, Cottages, inclosed Lands and Grounds within the said 

parish of St Columb Major in the County of Cornwall and as such claim to be entitled to Rights of 

Common upon and over the said Commons, Moor and Waste Lands; And Whereas the said 

Commons, moor and Waste Lands in their present state yield but little Profit, and are incapable of 

any considerable Improvement, but if the same were divided, and a specific Part thereof allotted to 

His Majesty, and the Residue thereof was to be set out and remain to and for the Use and Benefit of 

the , several other Persons interested therein, and if the Allotment to His Majesty was separated and 

set apart from the Remainder of the said Lands, great Benefit and Advantage would accrue from 

such Division and Inclosure to His Majesty, as well as to the several Persons having Rights of 

Common in and over the said Lands, but such beneficial Purposes cannot be effected without the 

Aid and Authority of Parliament; Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by 

and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 

Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That John Martyn Bligh of Stone, in the 

County of Cornwall, and John Hayward of Truro, in the same County, Surveyors, and their 

Successors, to be nominated or appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned, shall be and are hereby 

appointed Commissioners for dividing, allotting and inclosing the said Commons and Moor, and all 

the said Commonable Lands and Grounds, and for carrying into Execution the several other purposes 

of this Act in such manner as is hereinafter provided or mentioned.  
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JAMES WILLIAM BLIGH  1810 - 1869 
 

Born at Stone, St Tudy, Cornwall and baptised there in 1811, he was the eldest son 

and second of twelve children born to John Martyn Bligh and Mary Edyvean Hocken. 

His father was a wealthy yeoman farmer and landowner, also a Conveyancer and 

Land Agent for several estates including Duchy of Cornwall lands. 

 

In 1828, at the age of 18, he was Articled as a Clerk to Attorney Christopher Wallis 

of Bodmin, “to serve him in the profession of an Attorney at Law and Solicitor in 

Chancery” for a term of five years. Fig  6  page 31. So began James William Bligh’s 

career in the legal profession, and in 1833 he was duly Admitted to the Bench as an 

Attorney. 

 

The following year in 1834 his father died, naming James as joint Executor of his 

Estate together with his uncle, Harry Hocken. They were to administer the various 

financial aspects of the will until the youngest child reached the age of 21 years, at 

which time the assets were to be divided equally between all the children, male and 

female alike. This would have been due to take place in 1852. 

 

The mortgages detailed below show that James William continued his father’s 

practice of lending money on land deals, acquiring interest and ‘power of sale’.  

 

 
 

 
 

There are newspaper accounts of James practising as a Solicitor in Bodmin in 1835, 

and the Indenture shown in Fig 1 is dated 1838.  In October of that year, however, 

James William Bligh, together with his brother Henry Hocken Bligh and sisters Lydia 

and Mary, sailed on the ship ‘Katherine Stewart Forbes’ for Australia, arriving in 

March 1839.(see Passenger List Fig 7, p. 32)  
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Queen Victoria had come to the throne in 1838, and in the late 1830s and early 

1840s the economic conditions of the country were pretty grim.  There was political 

instability as anti-Corn Law activists tried to get the government to accept free trade 

and the Chartists pushed for the universal franchise, both of which would have 

reduced the influence and income of the ‘gentry’. In addition, the potato famine had 

hit Cornwall in 1840 and the discovery of copper in New South Wales, Australia in 

that year fuelled a mass emigration of miners. 

 

Australia had first been used as a penal colony in 1788, but 50 years on it was seen 

as the new land of opportunity, desperate for settlers. Cornish newspapers of this 

period carried frequent adverts offering free passage to people with the skills 

required to build an emerging country, and giving details of the ships’ sailing dates. 

They also published letters from Cornish emigrants already there giving glowing 

reports of the wages and conditions in the territory, so encouraging more settlers to 

join them and giving rise to the new profession of ‘Emigration Agent’. 

 
 
WEST BRITON     APRIL 1838 
 
Emigration to Australia 
 

We understand that Mr. John Marshall, of London, Australian Emigration Agent, 
will, at the request of numerous applicants in this part of Cornwall, hold a meeting 
at St. Austell, in the Market-house, on Saturday the 12

th
 of May, for the purpose of 

affording information as to the terms and conditions on which a free passage may 
be obtained to New South Wales; where, at ten o’clock in the morning, all who feel 
interested in this subject, are invited to attend – and that in the mean time 
information may be obtained of the Rev. Charles Lyne, Roche Rectory, near St. 
Austell. 

 

It is estimated that ¼ million emigrants left Cornwall for new lands between 1841 and 

1891, the majority of them being miners and their families. This was a higher 

proportion of the population than from any other county. 
 
WEST BRITON   MAY 1839 

ADVERTISEMENT - SOUTH AUSTRALIA - Land in this Flourishing Colony may be purchased of the 

undersigned, in Sections of 30 Acres, at £1 per Acre. The purchaser may obtain a free passage to the Colony for 

a servant or member of his family for every 20 acres purchased. The Colony now numbers 8,830, of whom 4,000 

are in Adelaide. Town Acres, that cost about £6 an acre, are now worth as many hundreds in some cases. Apply 

to I LATIMER, Rosewin Row, Truro - Special Agent to the Commissioners - Rates of passage, free passage for 

labourers, and other information about the colony, may be obtained from the Advertiser, to whom all  

communications must be postage free. 

 

Adverts such as the one above from the West Briton newspaper of May 1839 must 

have convinced James William Bligh that his best means of advancement would be 

to practice his profession as an Attorney in the new colony, and make use of his 

experience of conveyancing, learnt from his father John Martyn Bligh. 
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The following is a biographical summary from the website of the Parliament of New 

South Wales where he served as a Member of the Legislative Council 1851-1856 

and 1856 – 1859.  

 

 

JAMES WILLIAM BLIGH   1810 – 1869 

 

Lawyer (Attorney-at-Law). Bligh became a solicitor in England and practised in 

Bodmin. After arriving in Australia, he took a shipment of cattle to Port Nicholson 

(Wellington) New Zealand. He visited Tasmania in 1841. He began his practice as a 

solicitor in New South Wales in November 1841. In 1843, he was a collector of quit 

rents for the police district of Carcoar, Bathurst and Wellington, New South Wales. 

He was in a business partnership with Willoughby Daring who died in 1849. In 1851- 

1852 poor health forced him to give up his practice. He purchased land at Cook's 

River, later selling it to buy 400 acres of bushland at Willoughby, Northbridge and 

Castlecrag.  

 

Commissioned as a Justice of the Peace in 1852 

 

First Chairman of Willoughby Council from 1865 until 1867. 

 

 

 

His partner, Willoughby Daring (Dowling), who died in 1849 actually committed 

suicide, and James and his brother were called to give testimony at the inquest after 

his death.  

 

 

A full transcription of the inquest is given on pages 33 & 34, giving a glimpse into his 

lifestyle at Bathurst.            . 
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James William Bligh’s rise in wealth and influence in New South Wales may be 

charted using reports, letters and adverts published in various Sydney newspapers, 

 

 

 

 INFORMATION PUBLISHED IN SYDNEY NEWSPAPERS 

 and available online at the TROVE website 

  

  

JOHN WILLIAM BLIGH 

  

1843 Solicitor acting in sale of land in Queen Charlotte's Vale, Bathurst 

  

1844 Solicitor in Bathurst acting in auction of 794 acres of land on which 

 he held a mortgage 

  

1845 Appointed the Country Agent for Sydney Fire Ins. Co. for Bathurst 

  

1846 One of the first purchasers of Town Lots in Bathurst, sold by  

 the Government. He bought 4 lots. 

  

1849 Appointed one of the five Auditors of the Bank of New South Wales 

  

1852 Declared his intent to become a candidate for the office of Director 

 of the Australian joint Stock Bank, of which he was already Hon. 

Sec. 
  

1852 One of the signatories of an open letter to the Governor of  

 New South Wales, published in the Sydney Morning Herald,  

 regarding the regulation of gold mining 

  

1854 Retired as auditor for the New South Wales Marine Assurance Co. 

  

1854 Bought 50 acres in Southend, Cumberland County for £67 10s 0d 

  

1854 Sold by public auction '3 nice little suburban farms' at Vale Creek 

 near Bathurst - also, 22 prime Town Allotments in Bathurst. 

  

1856 Defeated in re-election to the Legislative Council, but appointed to 

 Upper House of the Legislature 

  

1859 Appointed as Magistrate to the Water Police Court 

  

1868 As Mayor, he verified the accounts of the Municipality of North 
Willoughby 
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It seems that James was actively involved in politics at both state and local levels.  In 

1857 whilst an appointed member of the state legislature he was listed in the Sydney 

Morning Herald as the Honourable James William Bligh, Sydney, one of the 

members of the ‘New Commission for the Peace’. When the township of Willoughby 

was incorporated in 1865, James was elected to be its first mayor. 

 

 

James William Bligh’s story is one of his using inherited wealth and privileged 

upbringing to best advantage. Seeing the opportunities which a young country could 

offer, he took the bold step of emigrating to the newly emerging colony of New South 

Wales, Australia, only 50 years after the first convicts had been shipped to 

Tasmania. (his distant cousin William Bligh of Bounty fame had been Governor of 

New South Wales 1805-1808). In the Sydney area of New South Wales he practised 

his profession of a lawyer, soon becoming a respected member of the growing 

establishment and increasing his wealth through land deals, just as his father John 

Martyn Bligh had done before him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He died, unmarried, in 1869 at Woolloomoloo, 

New South Wales at the age of 59 years. His 

memorial was added by his brother Henry 

Hocken Bligh to the headstone previously 

erected to commemorate two of Henry’s children 

who had died when young. 
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HENRY HOCKEN BLIGH  1826  – 1904 

 

Born at Stone, St Tudy, Cornwall and baptised there in 1829, he was eleventh of 

twelve children born to John Martyn Bligh and Mary Edyvean Hocken. 

 

Little is known of him until the records show that he travelled to Australia with his 

brother James in 1839 on the ‘Katherine Stewart Forbes’.  

 

In 1849, Henry also gave evidence regarding the suicide of his brother’s business 

partner Willoughby Dowling.  His testimony shown on page 33 confirms that he 

shared a house with James in Bathurst at that time.  

 

This advert in the Bathurst Free Press and Mining 

Journal of 1851, however, shows that he had 

subsequently been in business as a farmer and 

grazier at Carcoar, some 25 miles outside of 

Bathurst. 

 
 

Later he bought land at North Bridge, Cammeray, Sydney, as described below. 
 

Ref: History of Cammeray, Sydney, NSW 

The first grants of land made in the area by the crown were in 1837, however little was done until 

the public auction of land in 1855. One of the first settlers was Henry Hocken Bligh who bought land 

in 1856. He helped petition the government for the incorporation of Willoughby as a Municipality 

and he later became Mayor of Willoughby in 1869 and 1871.  

 

In 1861 at Willoughby, he married Elizabeth Milson Shairp, Australian born daughter 

of William Shairp who had arrived in Australia in 1826 aboard a privately chartered 

ship, the ‘Greenock’. The Shairps had an illustrious pedigree, being of the 

Plantagenet Blood Royal, and having several illustrious forebears in the army, in 

banking and in the diplomatic services. Their marriage announcement in the Sydney 

Morning Herald refers to the bridegroom as ‘Henry Hocken Bligh Esq. of Balmain’. 

 

Henry and Elizabeth had eight children, two of whom died young: 
 

Arthur James Bligh   d. 1869 

Henry Albury Gaden Bligh   b. 1862 

Rose Eustatia Lawry Bligh  b. 1864 

Caroline Ernestine Bligh  b. 1866  

William Milson Bligh   b. 1867 

Ernest Mordaunt Bligh  b. 1869 

Florence Mary Bligh   b. 1872 

Ann Edyvean Bligh   b. 1877 d. 1878  Caroline Ernestine Thomson 

nee Bligh   
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Some time between 1850 and 1860 Henry Hocken Bligh must have qualified as a 

Lawyer because in 1862 the New South Wales Parliament appointed Henry ‘to be a 

police inspector and magistrate of the colony’. In his wife’s obituary of 1927 he was 

described as a ‘Barrister at Law’. 

 

In the Sydney Morning Herald of 1873 he is listed amongst the candidates for 

election as Aldermen of the Borough of East St Leonards. His occupation is given as 

‘freeholder and steam-mill proprietor’ of Fitzroy Street. He and his family lived in a 

wooden house on Plot 2 Fitzroy Street until 1874 when his house ‘Trelawney’ had 

been completed, shown below. He built a similar house adjacent to this at 18 Fitzroy 

Street, completed by 1876.  

 

 

    
 

1900      2010 
 

Trelawney, 16 Fitzroy Street, Kirrribilli   

 

Henry Hocken Bligh remained at Trelawney until his death in 1904 when the 

following obituary was published in The Argos (Melbourne). He is buried at St 

Thomas’s Cemetery, North Sydney, NSW. 
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Fig 6   

Ref: James William Bligh       Articles of Clerkship, Bodmin, Cornwall, England  1828 
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Fig 7 PASSENGER LIST OF THE KATHERINE STEWART FORBES 1838 

with Henry, James William, Lydia and Mary Bligh emigrating to Australia 
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DEPOSITIONS OF HENRY HOCKEN BLIGH AND JAMES WILLIAM BLIGH IN 
RESPECT OF THE SUICIDE OF WILLOUGHBY JAMES DOWLING IN 1849 
 

Source: New South Wales. Department of Justice and Attorney General. NSW Registry of Births 
Deaths and Marriages. [data-base on-line]. Sydney: the Registry. 
 
Text: V18491146 34B/1849 DOWLING WILLOUGHBY AGE 37 
 

 

Text: SUICIDE OF MR. DOWLING. 
 

On Wednesday last a Coroner's Inquest was held on view of the body of Mr. Dowling, 
solicitor, who shot himself in a temporary fit of insanity on the previous evening. After the 
jury has been sworn, the following depositions were taken. 

 
Henry Hocken Bligh. Yesterday afternoon, about four o'clock, I went with a note from my 
brother to Mr. Dowling requesting him to come down to the house. I met him just opposite 

the Bank, and I told him, before he read the note, the purport of it. He at once replied, that 
he had two or three places to go to, and mentioned Mr. Arthur;s, Mr. Simmons', and Mr. 
Smellie's; and said, that if I would go with him, he would come down to the house. I 

assented, and went with him to Mr Arthur's. He called Mr. Arthur out under the verandah, 
and then went in to the parlour. He said, never mind waiting now, go down and fetch the 
gig up. I fetched the gig up, and then I saw him outside Mr. Arthur's talking to the rev. Mr. 

Sharpe. I waited five or ten minutes for him. He afterwards got up into the gig. When he 
got into the gig I drove towards Gorman's Hill. When I got within about twenty yards of the 
creek, he said, Harry, turn back as far as the office, I have forgotten something. I returned, 

and as I got close to the house I saw my brother. My brother then said to me, you may as 
well jump out, and I'll drive the gig out. I then went into the house and he went up stairs. I 
wondered what he had gone up stairs for, but thought it was to tie his neckcloth. He 

remained three or four minutes. He then went into the office, and I saw him packing up a 
bundle of some description in a newspaper. He afterwards went out. I did not see him take 
the bundle from the room. He was in the habit of going up stairs, and hence it was nothing 

unusual. There were pistols kept - one in my brother's room, and one in mine. The pistol 
which usually hangs in my room was taken down last week, and the pistol which usually 
hangs in my brother's room was the one he took. I do not believe he knew what he was 

doing. I noticed a great change in him from the time I saw him at Arthur's until the time he  

got into the gig, a period of about twenty minutes. 
 

Mr. Bligh (James William Bligh), the deceased's partner deposed. About four o'clock I sent 
my brother, with a note, in search of Mr Dowling - stating, that the gig was there, and my 
brother would drive him out. Shortly afterwards my brother returned and told me he had 

seen him, and that he had requested him to take the gig up with him. About ten minutes 
afterwards I saw Mr Dowling talk to Mr Sharpe and Captain Steel, and afterwards saw him 
get into the gig and drive off. I walked towards my house and they passed me, and Mr. 

Dowling entered the house. I observed that when he alighted from the gig he staggered a 
good deal. He had the appearance of having been drinking; his manner was such as to 
induce me to think he had been drinking. In consequence of the state I observed him in I 

told my brother that I would drive him out. I waited a short time for him outside, and when 
he came out I observed he had a parcel with him wrapped up in a newspaper. I drove him 
home. He was particularly silent, and could not sit steadily in the gig. There was a very 

peculiar glare in his eye, which I have always remarked as a forerunner of delerium 
tremens. It was a symptom which I have noticed in him before prior to an attack of 
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delerium tremens. I drove him up close to the back door of his house. He alighted from the 
gig and took the parcel under his arm. In crossing from the gig to the door he staggered. He 

went immediately down the hall and into his bedroom. I went in after him, then passed out 
through the hall into the front under the verandah, and immediately afterwards I heard the 
report of a pistol. There could not have been more than a minute from the time he entered 

the bed room until I heard the report. Mr. Woore was in the drawing room, opposite the 
bedroom. I ran back into the house on hearing the report and saw Mr. Woore just entering 
the bedroom. I then saw Mr. Dowling lying in the state in which he is at present, apparently 

quite dead. There was no one in the room. Mrs. Dowling and Mrs. Woore were walking on 
the hill. He had been drinking a good deal for the last ten days. I expected that the drink 
would induce a fit of delerium tremens. Mrs. Dowling anticipated the same thing and had 

spoken to me about it. I remonstrated with him yesterday morning on his drinking. He has 
had attacks of delerium tremens before, and in some cases has been insane for a time. 
There was a pistol lying on the mantle piece in my room, and he might have taken that 

pistol if he had deliberately intended to take his life. I can scarcely say that I have ever 
considered Mr. Dowling after drinking to be a sane man. I did not miss the pistol now 
produced yesterday morning. The pistol produced is mine, and I believe is the one usually  

kept in my room. It was kept loaded. 
 

Thomas Woore corroborated that part of Mr. Bligh's evidence which related to the finding of 

the body. He had seen him enter the bedroom staggering, and carrying a paper parcel. He 
had not seen Mr Dowling for twelve months prior to the last month, and had observed that 

his mind was unsettled and flighty, more so than formerly. 

 

Dr. Busby deposed. On Wednesday afternoon within a few minutes of five o'clock, I was 

required by a messenger to attend immediately at Mr. Dowling's as his master had shot 
himself. On arrival at Mr. Dowling’s I was shown into Mr. D's bedroom, and found his body 
lying between the dressing table and bed, in the same position in which I have seen it this 

morning. On lifting a piece of carpet which covered his head, I saw that the upper part of 
his head had been blown to pieces. I made no further examination at this time. On looking 
round the room I observed fragments of skull and portions of brain in various directions, 
and the walls were bespattered with brains and blood. I have this morning examined the 

head more particularly. I find that the right ear is scorched, and the hair in the 
neighbourhood of the ear singed, and the skin also scorched. From the appearance of the 
integuments behind his right ear, and the outward struction of the fragments of the skull on 

the opposite side of the head I am of the opinion that a gun or pistol has been discharged 
close to the head immediately behind the right ear, in such a way as that the charge must 
have passed through the head, thereby causing such extensive injuries as would cause 

instantaneous death. 
 

The jury returned a verdict - shot himself while temporarily labouring under a fit of insanity. 
Thus closed an inquiry, the subject of which has been a source of unmitigated sorrow to 
nearly every one in the neighbourhood. That the unfortunate deceased was temporarily 

insane there cannot be the slightest doubt, and that under such circumstances he cannot be 
considered accountable for his actions is equally clear. The affability, kindness, and genuine 
good nature of the deceased gentleman endeared him to all his acquaintances. As a 

professional man, his loss will be severely felt. If he did destroy himself, it should be 
recollected that every man is liable to insanity and when insane is liable to become the 
subject of a similar catastrophe. He was liberal, generous, and humane; a staunch supporter 

of the press; a friend to the oppressed, and an enemy to the oppressor. peace to his ashes, 
and blistered be the tongue that would fail to respect his memory.  
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BLIGHS IN CANADA 
 

The youngest son of John Martyn Bligh, George Martyn Bligh, is shown in the 1841 

census living in Launceston, Cornwall, with his mother Mary Edyvean Bligh and 

sister Rosa. Ten years later in 1851, however, they are to be found nowhere in 

England, but Rosa and sister Margaret Hocken Bligh appear in the Quebec, Canada, 

census for that year. 

 

Canadian records also show that their mother, Mary Edyvean Bligh, had emigrated 

to Quebec, too, and died there in 1846. A John Bligh had married in Quebec in 

1841 and died there in 1851. His occupation was Exchequer 3rd Clerk in the 

Ordnance Dept. of the Anglican Garrison. It is likely that this was John Martyn Bligh’s 

son John, born in 1820 at St Mabyn, as he does not appear in the UK Census for 

1841. 

 

Margaret Hocken Bligh married cleric and missionary Edward Cullen Parkin, 

(b.1818, Birstall, Yorkshire) in Quebec in 1844. They had three children born in 

1845, 1847 and 1848, with the eldest dying in infancy. The Census for Quebec in 

1851 and 1861 shows the family listed as inmates of an institution – this was the 

Anglican Mission at Valcartier, Quebec, of which Edward Cullen Parkin was minister. 

 

Rosa Bligh was also listed in the 1851 census at Valcartier, but she died there later 

that year. 

 

 

According to “A History of Christ Church Anglican Mission, Valcartier, Quebec” written in 

1945, the Valcartier Mission was established to serve the 

growing Anglican community in French speaking, and 

predominately Catholic, Quebec.  

Edward Cullen Parkin was its first recorded residential 

minister, appointed in 1844, serving there for twenty 

years. He was instrumental in establishing a school at the 

mission, and was involved in organising the building of a 

stone church, completed in 1864 and still serving today’s 

community.              

                         Christ Church, Valcartier, Quebec 

       

 

Records show that in 1858 a son of George Martyn Bligh ‘of New York’ died and 

was buried at Valcartier. In the 1871 George and his family lived in Lincoln, Ontario, 

Canada, where he was a Merchant. He died there in 1881 and his death certificate 

gives his occupation as ‘Manufacturer’. 
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1851 CENSUS  QUEBEC 

 

 
 

Margaret Hocken Parkin is listed under her maiden name, Bligh, with her sister Rosa. Only two of 

Margaret’s children are listed, one having died as an infant in 1845. Her husband Edward Cullen 

Parkin is on the previous census page. 

 

1861 CENSUS  QUEBEC   

 

 
 

Edward and Margaret Parkin with children Matilda and George. Sister Rosa had died in 1851 

 

1871 CENSUS  LINCOLN, ONTARIO   

 

 
 

George Martyn Bligh and family in Lincoln, Ontario. The children had been born in New York, USA 

X 

X 

X  

 X 
X 
X 
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Ref. PADSTOW MUSEUM, CORNWALL 
 

It is estimated that between 1831 – 1860 over 42,000 Emigrants left Cornwall for North 
America. 6,198 left Padstow for Quebec and Montreal.  
 

In 1841 Padstow was the third highest English emigrant port for Canada sending 558 
emigrants.   First was Liverpool with 2,994, Second London 642. 
 

In 1842 1,173 went from Padstow, 1,207 from Plymouth and 5,823 from Liverpool.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the spring of 1841, 600 passengers left Padstow for 
Quebec aboard four ships; the ‘Clio’, ‘Dew Drop’, ‘Spring 
Flower’, and ‘John & Mary’. These ships were well used 
to the crossing having been previously engaged in the 
Canadian timber trade, which was then in decline. The 
poor economic state of Great Britain in the 1840s 
encouraged emigration, and Quebec was a favoured 
destination from the beginning of that decade.  

 

Passenger lists for these ships are unfortunately not available online. 

 
 
 

TO SUMMARISE 
 

The evidence of UK, US and Canadian records suggests that George Martyn Bligh, 
his sisters Margaret Hocken Bligh and Rosa Bligh and their widowed mother Mary 
Edyvean Bligh emigrated to Quebec, most probably sailing from Padstow, sometime 
between 1842 and 1844. It seems that John Bligh had emigrated to Quebec in 1841 
on one of the first ships to Canada, and that his siblings still remaining in Cornwall 
decided to join him taking also their widowed mother.  
 
They all were ‘of independent means’ thanks to their inherited shares of deceased 
John Martyn Bligh’s considerable estate. True to the Bligh entrepreneurial spirit of 
adventure, they took a chance by leaving economically depressed Great Britain for a 
new life in a foreign country, just as their brothers James William Bligh and Henry 
Hocken Bligh, and sisters Lydia Ann and Mary Ann had done five years earlier when 
they had sailed to Australia. No living brothers or sisters remained in Cornwall. 
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OTHER NOTABLE BLIGHS  Ref:  WIKIPEDIA 
 

 
Richard Bligh (1780-1838) 
 

Chancery barrister, son of John Bligh and a cousin of Admiral William Bligh, was 
educated at Westminster School and Trinity College, Cambridge. He graduated B.A. 
1803, M.A. 1806, and became an equity draftsman at the chancery bar. He was a 
hard worker, and had a fair amount of practice in his profession; but a considerable 
amount of his time was taken up by reporting in the House of Lords, in which 
business he was engaged for several years. (He married a daughter of William Bligh) 
 

 
 
 

Ivo Francis Walter Bligh,  

8th Earl of Darnley, JP, DL 
  
(13 March 1859 – 10 April 1927) 
styled The Honourable Ivo Bligh until 1900, was a British 
noble, parliamentarian and cricketer. 

Bligh captained the England and MCC team in the first ever 
Test cricket series against Australia with The Ashes at stake 
in 1882/83 

Later in life, he inherited the earldom of Darnley and sat at 
Westminster as an elected Irish representative peer.  

 

 

Anna Maria Bligh (born 14 July 1960)  

 

is an Australian politician and the 37th Premier of 

Queensland from 2007 to 2012. Bligh was an Australian 

Labor Party member of the Legislative Assembly of 

Queensland seat of South Brisbane from 1995 to 2012 

Bligh is a descendant of Cornishman William Bligh who is 

famous for the Mutiny on the Bounty and being the 4th 

Governor of New South Wales. The name Bligh comes from 

the Cornish language word Blyth meaning Wolf.  

 

 

38 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bligh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice_of_the_Peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_Lieutenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_nobility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_nobility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_cricket_captains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_cricket_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Test_cricket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricket_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ashes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Darnley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peerage_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representative_peer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_of_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_of_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_South_Brisbane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornish_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bligh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutiny_on_the_Bounty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornish_language


 

 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Blighs of Cornwall were an anciently established family, originally yeoman 

farmers who were classed as lesser gentry. Although, undoubtedly, having land and 

wealth influenced social connections and advancement, some seemed to have had 

added aspects of character which led them to be leaders, adventurers, and trusted 

administrators with keen business acumen, resulting in financial success and the 

respect of their peers. 
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Angela Aylward  2015    angela.cornwall@yahoo.co.uk 
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TABLE 1  NOTABLE BLIGHS 
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Fig 8a     BLIGH FAMILY TREE 
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Fig 8b     BLIGH FAMILY TREE 
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Fig 8c     BLIGH FAMILY TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43 



 

 

Fig 8d         BLIGH FAMILY TREE 
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Fig 10 1813 MAP LAUNCESTON & SOUTH PETHERWIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnedon, St Thomas, Launceston, Cornwall 
 

Home of Richard Bligh and his descendants from the mid 1500s to 1690 

Botathan, South Petherwin, nr Launceston, 

Cornwall, the Bligh ancestral home from 1384 
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Fig 11 SOUTH PETHERWIN, LAUNCESTON, CORNWALL 

 

 

The Earls of Darnley trace their ancestry back to  

Robert Bligh of Lanrake (possibly Lanlake) who died in 1554 
 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brockle  built in the 1600s Home of Charles Blight (Bligh),  

descended from the Bodmin Blighs, died 1716 

 

The Earls of Darnley trace their 

ancestry back to Robert Bligh of 

Lanrake (possibly Lanlake) who 

died in 1554 

Pedigree of Bligh of Botathan is recorded  

from 1384           (7 Rich. II ) 
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Fig 12      OTHER HOUSES ASSOCIATED WITH BLIGHS 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickswell Manor (rebuilt) in North Devon, 

birthplace of Johanna Newcourt died 

1598, wife of Thomas Bleigh of Bodmin, 

died 1576 

Parnacott House, Holsworthy, 

Devon  belonged to Thomas Blight 

of East Looe,descended from the 

Bodmin Blighs, in the late 1600s 

 

Pengenna Manor, Trelill, St Kew 
 

home of John Bligh yeoman 

farmer, born 1722 at St Tudy, died 

1813, son of Charles Bligh 
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Fig 13 

PLACES OF RESIDENCE IN ST MABYN AND ST TUDY 

 

 

 

Little Trevisquite, St Mabyn, owned by the Blighs since the early 1600s and residence of John Bligh 

until his move to Tinten in 1682 

Still in the possession of the Bligh family in the 1800s            

  

  Ref: Royal Cornwall Gazette   1811 18-May  

 

 

                   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone, St Mabyn, built by John Martyn Bligh around 1804 

and occupied by the family until after his death in 1834 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Maybyn,  BLIGH Mr, Proprietor of estates called 

Trevisquite (aka Little Trevesquite)  & Higher Polglaze almost 

adjoining to let 
 

 

Tinten, St Tudy, leased 

from the Crown by John 

Bligh in 1682 and still a 

Bligh residence in the 

1750s 
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Appendix 1 

MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS AT ST MABYN 

 

IN THE CHURCH 

To the memory of James Bligh (late of Stone in this parish) who departed life the 24 th 

day of March 1811, in the 73rd year of his age. 

 

In memory of John and Reginald Bligh, both sons of Richard Bligh of Tinten in the 

parish of St Tudy, Gent., and Jane his wife this stone is placed. Here John was 

buried underneath the 30th day of Nov in the year of Our Lord 1739 in the 25th year of 

his age. Reginald was buried in the Parish Church of Allington near Bridport in 

Dorsetshire, the 10th day of June in the year of Our Lord 1741 in the 24th year of his 

age. 

 

IN THE CHURCHYARD 

This stone is erected in memory of John Martyn Bligh Esq., of the parish of Bodmin, 

formerly of Stone in this parish, who departed life on the …… day of May 1834, in 

the 54th year of his age. 

Also in memory of Catherine, daughter of the said John Martyn Bligh and Mary 

Edyvean Bligh his wife, who died the 2nd day of July 1828 aged 13 years. 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION AT ST TUDY 

 

In memory of Charles Bligh son of Mr John Bligh of Tinten 

in this Parish departed this life ye 7th Day of July 1770 in 

the 74th year of his age. 
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Appendix 2 

Will & Bequests of John Bligh of St Kew  

Dated 1810  Proved 1818 

 

By the Permission of Almighty God I John Bligh of the Parish of St Kew in 

the County of Cornwall Yeoman being of sound and disposing mind memory and 

understanding Blessed be God for that same do make and devise this to be my last 

Will and Testament in manner and form following First I commend my soul to God 

my Saviour and my body to be buried with a decent Christian burial at the direction 

of my Executors hereinafter named and in touching such worldly …. and effects as it 

hath pleased God to bless me with in this life I give devise and dispose thereof as 

follow  I give devise and bequeath my brother James Bligh his Heirs and Assigns all 

my lands tenements and estate whatsoever ……. in the Parish of Tintagel in the said 

county of Cornwall To hold the same to him and them respectively from that day of 

my death for ever  Item I give devise and bequeath to my nephew William Bligh Son 

of my deceased brother Charles Bligh all and singular my freehold lands tenements 

and houses with their and every of their appurtenances (whereof what is 

hereinbefore given devised and bequeathed to my said brother James Bligh) which I 

shall or may die so assessed or entitled to To hold the same unto the said William 

Bligh from the time of my death for and during his natural life and from and 

immediately after his death and decease I give devise and bequeath the same to 

Prudence Bligh daughter of the said William Bligh To hold the same that Prudence 

Bligh for and during her natural life And from and immediately after the several 

deaths and deceases of the said William Bligh and the said Prudence Bligh his 

daughter I do give devise and bequeath the same to such child or children of the 

said Prudence Bligh lawfully begotten as she shall or may by her will or deed duly 

executed and attested direct limit and appoint the same and for the want of direction 

limitation or appointment then to the right heirs of her body lawfully issuing To hold 

the same to the said child or children of the said Prudence Bligh as aforesaid and to 

the heirs of his her or their body or bodies (if any lawfully issuing forever but if there 

should be no such lawful issue either male or female of the said Prudence Bligh or of 

her lawful issue living at the time of her or their respective death or deaths or of the 

longest liver of these then and in such case and if it should so happen I do hereby 

give devise and bequeath all and singular the said houses lands tenements and 

hereditaments herein before given to the said William Bligh for his life with ……. as 

aforesaid  To my nephew John Martyn Bligh son of my Brother the aforesaid James 

Bligh to hold the same from and immediately after the deaths and deceases of the 

said William Bligh his said daughter Prudence and of her said child or children if any 
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unto the said John Martyn Bligh his Heirs and Assigns forever  Item I do give and 

bequeath to the said Prudence Bligh all the money in the Public funds or on 

Government Securities which I may be possessed of or entitled unto at the time of 

my death And I do hereby nominate and appoint her said father William Bligh and 

her uncle Thomas Dancaster of the said Parish of St Kew Yeoman Guardians and 

Trustees over the said Prudence Bligh until she shall attain her age of twenty one 

years  Item I do give and bequeath to Charles Bligh my nephew of the Parish of St 

Minver in that County aforesaid One Guinea to be paid at the End of one month after 

my death  Item I do give and bequeath to Thomas Bligh son of late sister Grace 

Bligh all that freehold dwelling house and garden with the appurtenances situate in 

Trelill in the said Parish of St Kew now in his occupation to hold the same to the said 

Thomas Bligh his Executors Admons and Assigns from the time of my death and 

decease for and during all rest residue and remainder of all my right and interest …. 

…….. and expire therein  Item I do give and bequeath to my wife Mary Bligh One 

Guinea to Charles and William sons of the said Thomas Bligh the sum of ten pounds 

each and to Thomas another son of the said Thomas Bligh the sum of five pounds 

and five shillings to be paid to the said Mary Bligh Charles Bligh William Bligh and 

Thomas Bligh within the month after my decease  Item I do give devise and 

bequeath  all the rest residue and remainder of my real and personal Estate Goods 

Chattels and Effects which I may be possessed of or intitled to at the time of my 

decease and which is not herein before given devised or bequeathed unto my 

aforesaid nephew William Bligh whom I do hereby constitute and appoint to be my 

Executor of this my last Will and Testament and I so hereby discount and void all 

former Wills and Testaments by me at any time herebefore made declaring this and 

no other to be my last Will and Testament in witness thereof I have herein set my 

hand and seal the the fifth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and ten ~~~  the sign and mark B of John Bligh (LS) ~~~ signed sealed 

published and declared by the said Testator John Bligh as and for his last Will and 

Testament in the presence of us who at his request and in his presence and in the 

presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses herein after    the 

interlineation of the word ‘same’ in the first page or side and the words ‘death’ and 

‘said’ in the second and a few erasements out one of which (being on the third page 

or side) is written the word ‘or’ being first made ~~~ Joshua Pearce ~~~ John Beer 

~~~ Sally Dancaster 

 

Proved at London 11th Jan 1818 before the Judge by the oath of William Bligh the 

nephew and the Executor to whom Admon was granted having been first sworn by 

Admon duly to administer 
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Appendix 3 

 

Will & Bequests of James Bligh  Dated 1831 

 

This is the Last Will and Testament  of me James Bligh of the parish of 

St Tudy in the County of Cornwall Gentleman First I commend my soul to God and 

my body I desire to be buried with a decent Christian burial at the discretion of my 

Executors hereinafter named And as to my worldly Estate and Effects both Real and 

personal and as well my Freehold Copyhold Customary and Leasehold Lands 

Tenements and Hereditaments to which I am beneficially entitled and all such as 

have been conveyed to or vested in me by way of Mortgage Security or trusts also 

all my Mortgage Money Stocks Funds and Securities for money and all other my 

Goods Chattels and Estate whatsoever and wheresoever and of what nature and 

kind soever and all my Estate right and interest therein I give devise and bequeath 

the same to my sister Jane Barnsley of the said parish of St Tudy widow John 

Martyn Bligh of the Borough of Bodmin in the County aforesaid Gentleman and my 

sons James Bligh and Richard Bligh their Heirs Executors and Administrators 

respectively according to the several natures and qualities thereof upon the trusts 

and for the purposes hereinafter expressed and declared that is to say upon trust 

that they my said Trustees and the Survivors and Survivor of them do and hand and 

be seized and possess of the Estate or Estates vested in me as a Trustee for the 

trusts thereof respectively and to reconvey assign and legally dispose of the said 

Mortgaged Lands Tenements and Hereditaments when the principal money and 

interest thereby secured respectively shall be paid off and secure the principal 

money and interest which shall be due therefrom respectively and all other monies 

which shall be due and owing at the time of my decease and give receipts for the 

same respectively when paid and also do and shall sell and dispose of all the Real 

Estates to which I am beneficially entitled and all the Leasehold and Copyhold 

Estates that I may hold or be possessed of at the time of my decease either by 

Public Auction or Private Contract at their discretion at such time or times after my 

death as to them should appear most proper And also do in the like manner make 

sale of such other parts of my Personal Estate as shall be saleable except my 

Bureau which I will and direct my son Charles shall have and pay for at a fair 

valuation And I do hereby declare that the receipt and receipts of the said Jane 

Barnsley John Martyn Bligh and my sons James Bligh and Richard Bligh and of the 

Survivors and Survivor of them or the Heirs Executors Administrators or Assigns of 

such survivor for any money arising by such sale or sales and other monies payable 

under this Will shall be good and effectual discharge or discharges to the person or 

persons paying the same respectively for so much money as shall be therein 

respectively acknowledged or received and shall fully and forever discharge the 
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same person or persons respectively her or their Heirs Executors and Administrators 

from being answerable or accountable for any loss misapplication or non application 

thereof or of any part or parts thereof and upon further trust that my said Trustees 

and the Survivors and Survivor of them and the Heirs Executors and Administrators 

of such Survivor by and out of the monies which shall come to their or any of their 

hands under or by virtue of the trusts aforesaid shall and do pay all my just debts 

funeral and testamentary expenses and such other costs charges and expenses as 

thereinafter mentioned and after deducting paying satisfying and discharging the 

same shall and do divide pay and dispose of all the clear residue of the monies 

arising from such sale and sales as aforesaid and of the rents and profits of my 

Hereditaments and Premises which shall arise until sale thereof and all monies 

which shall be by them received under or by virtue of this my … in manner following 

that is to say one sixth part thereof to and amongst all and every of the Children of 

my late Son William Bligh deceased the same to be equally divided between them 

share and share alike but subject nevertheless to the proviso hereinafter contained 

one other sixth part thereof to and amongst all and every of the Children of my late 

Son Francis Bligh deceased equally between them share and share alike one other 

sixth part thereof to my Son James Bligh  one other sixth part thereof to be equally 

divided to and amongst all and every of the Children of my Son John Bligh   one 

other sixth part thereof to my Son Richard Bligh and the remaining sixth part thereof 

to my Son Charles Bligh provided always and my will and meaning is that the sums 

which I have advanced and paid as a premium for placing out two of the Sons of of 

my said Son William Bligh deceased as Apprentices and all other sum or sums of 

money which I have paid or advanced or may hereinafter pay advance or expend to 

or for all or any of the Children of my said deceased Son and of which I shall have 

any account or statement under my hand shall for the purpose of such division as 

aforesaid be devised and considered as part of my Residuary Estate and Effects and 

that the monies so paid advanced or expended to or for each every or any of my said 

Grand Children (that is to say the Children of my said Son William Bligh deceased) 

shall be deducted out of his and their several and respective proportion and share of 

my Estate and Effects and that all the children of my said Son William Bligh may take 

between them so much as together with what I may have so advanced paid and 

expended to of for them in my lifetime shall be equal to and no more than the part or 

share  which the Children of my said Son Francis Bligh deceased or that which the 

Children of my said Son John Bligh or the part or share which each of my other Sons 

hereinafter named will be entitled to out of my said Estate and Effects and my will 

and meaning further is that the shares and proportions of my Estate and Effects 

which I have hereinbefore given to all and every my Grand Children respectively that 

is to say the Children of my Son William Bligh deceased of my son Francis Bligh 

deceased and of my son John Bligh shall during their several and respective 

minorities be applied and managed by my Trustees hereinbefore named and the 

survivors and survivor of them and the Executors Administrators and Assigns of such 

survivor at his and their discretion to and for the use maintenance education benefit 

and advancement of such Grand Children respectively until he she & they shall 
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severally and respectively attain to the age or respective ages of twenty one years 

and so much of the part or share of each of my said Grandchildren as shall remain 

unexpended for the purposes aforesaid shall be paid to him her or them respectively 

and when he she or they shall severally and successively attain the age of twenty 

one years and my will and meaning further is and I do hereby order and direct that 

the said Jane Barnsley John Martyn Bligh James Bligh and Richard Bligh and the 

survivors and survivor of them and the Heirs Executors Administrators and Assigns 

of such a survivor shall & lawfully may deduct reimburse and pay to themselves 

herself and himself respectively all such loss costs charges and expenses and a fair 

remuneration for all professional business and loss of time which they or any or 

either of them shall or may sustain expend or be put unto for or by reason of the 

trusts hereby in them reposed And that they nor any or either of them shall not be 

answerable or accountable for any more money or thing or other things than shall 

actually come to their or his respective hands or possession nor for any loss that 

may happen respecting the said trust monies so as the same happen without their or 

some of their wilful neglect or mismanagement nor shall one or more of them be 

answerable or accountable for the acts or deeds of the others or other of them but 

each for his own acts deeds or defaults only  And lastly I do hereby make constitute 

and appoint the said Jane Barnsley John Martyn Bligh and my Sons James Bligh 

and Richard Bligh Executors in trust of this my last Will and Testament hereby 

revoking and making void all former and other Wills and Testaments by me at any 

time heretofore made and declaring this and no other to be my last Will and 

Testament In Witness whereof I the said James Bligh the Testator have to my last 

Will and Testament written on four sheets of paper set my seal at the top of the first 

sheet where all the said sheets are affixed together my hand at the bottom of the 

said first and two following sheets and to this last sheet my hand and seal the 

nineteenth day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty 

one     James Bligh LS     Signed Sealed Published and Declared by the said 

Testator James Bligh as and for his last Will and Testament in the presence of us 

who at his request in his presence and in the presence of each other have inscribed 

our names as Witnesses hereunto the interlineations between the fifth and sixth lines 

from the bottom of the first sheet and between the sixteenth and seventeenth lines 

from the top of the second sheet and between the third and fourth and fourth and 

fifth lines from the bottom of the third sheet hereof being first made 

J W Bligh  William Pooley  May Pooley 

Proved at London 20th April 1837 before the Judge by the Oath of Richard Bligh the 

Son one of the surviving Executors to whom Admon was granted having been first 

sworn by Commission duly to Administer power reserved to making the like grant to 

Jane Barnsley widow the Sister and James Bligh the Son also the other surviving 

executors when they shall apply for the same 
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Appendix 4 

Last Will & Testament of John Martyn Bligh  

Dated 1834 

 

This is the last Will  and Testament of John Martyn Bligh of the Borough of Bodmin in 

the County of Cornwall first I do give devise and bequeath all my real and personal 

Estate and effects to my Son James William Bligh and to my Brother in Law Harry  

Hocken  their  Heirs  Executors  Administrators  and  Assigns  respectively according 

to the nature and quality upon Trust nevertheless until the youngest of my Children 

who shall live shall attain the age of twenty one years that they the said James  

William  Bligh  and  Harry  Hocken  or  the  survivor  of  them  or  the  Heirs 

Executors or Administrators of such Survivor so and shall out of my said Estate and 

Effects and of the Rents and profits thereof apply so much from time to time as they 

or he shall with the approbation of my wife think necessary for the maintenance and 

support of my wife Mary Edyvean Bligh and all my Children except the said James 

William Bligh until  the youngest of my said Children attain the age of twenty one 

years and as to the Residue of the said Estate and Effects rents and profits as shall 

remain unapplied for such purpose after and subject to payment of my just debts 

funeral and testamentary expenses upon Trust to assign and pay over the same 

upon and immediately after my said youngest Child shall attain the age of twenty one 

years in equal  proportion to  all  my Children who then be living and to the legal 

representatives of such as shall happen to be dead leaving lawful issue such Issue 

to take the share which such Child  or  Children would be entitled to  if  living but 

subject to the annuity hereafter bequeathed to my wife and I hereby authorise my 

said Trustees and the Survivor of them and the Executors and Administrator of such 

Survivor at any time before my said youngest  child shall attain the age of twenty one 

years to sell lease mortgage or in any way dispose of my said real and personal 

Estate and every or any part thereof subject as hereinafter mentioned and to call in 

and  receive any money or monies I may have out on mortgage or other security and 

to place out the money or monies to arise from any such sale or mortgage or other 

disposition or to called in upon any other Security or Investment they may think fit but 

upon and for the trusts hereinbefore mentioned But I hereby declare that the Receipt 

in Writing of my said Trustees or the Survivor of then or the Heirs Executors or 

Administrators of such Survivor for any money or monies that shall arise from any 

such Sale or disposition as aforesaid or that shall otherwise be paid to them under 

any of the Trusts herein contained shall be a sufficient discharge to all purchasers 

and such other persons as shall pay the same and I hereby further empower my said 

Trustees if they shall think proper with the counsel  of my said wife in case she shall 

be living to pay and apply in placing to any of my Children in any profession Trade 
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Business or Employment or for his or her maintenance Education or advancement in 

the World before my said youngest Child shall have attained the age of twenty one 

years so much or such parts as they shall think proper of which he she or they will be 

respectively entitled unto upon such youngest Child attaining the age of twenty one 

years And after my said youngest Child shall have attained the age of twenty one 

years I give and bequeath unto my wife one annuity or yearly real charge of fifty 

pounds during her natural life to be paid out of my Estate called Stone situate in the 

parish of St Mabyn and I hereby charge the said Estate with the payment thereof and 

all the Rest Residue and Remainder of my real and personal Estate and Effects 

whatsoever I give devise and bequeath to and amongst my Sons and Daughters 

equally to be divided between them share and share alike as Tenants in Common 

and not as joint Tenants Lastly I hereby declare that my said Trustees shall not be 

answerable for any involuntary losses nor for any money which shall not actually 

come into his or their hands and I hereby authorise them to reimburse themselves all 

costs and expenses which they may incur in the execution of any of the Trusts 

contained in these presents In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand at the 

bottom of the two first sheets thereof and to this third or last sheet I have set my 

hand and Seal the twenty-eighth day of March 1834  J M Bligh (LS) Signed sealed 

published and declared by the said John Martyn Bligh as his last Will and Testament 

in the presence of us who in his presence and in the presence of each other have 

hereby set our names as witnesses 

Thos. Johns   Charles Bligh   John Lean 

On the 4th November 1834 _ _ _ _ _ with the Will and _ _ ( illegible )_ _ _ of the 

Goods Chattels and Credits of John Martyn Bligh late of the Borough of Bodmin in 

the County of Cornwall Gentleman _ _ _ _ _  was granted to James William Bligh the 

Son and _ _ _ _ _ ( illegible )_ _ _ _ _ the said will having been sworn by _ _ _ _ _ ( 

illegible )_ _ _ _ _ any Executor named in the said Will 
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Appendix 5 LIST OF OTHER SURNAMES 
 BLIGH SPOUSES & RESIDENTS OF  CORNWALL 
 

    ACHIM 42 MOYLE 31 

ALLEN 6 NAPIER 18 

ARSCOTT 11, 42 NETHERTON 6 

BALSAM 42 NEWCOURT 11, 42 

BANT 4, 5 NICKELL 6 

BARNSLEY 42, 54, 56 O'BRIEN 18 

BEARD 20, 21 OKE 21 

BEDFORD 12 OPYE 11 

BEER 53 PAGE 14 

BELLEW 12 PARKIN 35, 44 

BENTHAM 17, 42 PEAK 42 

BLACK 41 PEARCE/PEARSE 42, 53 

BRADDEN 21 PEARSE 31 

BRAY 43 PENHELICK 11 

BRENT 41 PENKEVELL 11, 42 

CARY 5 PIKE 11 

COCK 24, 42 POLLARD 19 

COLE 6 POOLEY 22, 56 

COLQUITE 11, 42 POPE 11 

COMMINS 3, 31 RADDLE/RUDDLE 7 

DANCASTER 43, 53 RENAWDEN 11, 42 

DENNYE 11 RENFREY 4, 5 

DURANT 4, 8 ROE 11 

EDYVEAN 44 SHAIRP 28, 43 

FRENCH 6 SHORT 11 

GACKE 5 SHULTER 41 

GILL 11 SKINNER 11 

GLANVILLE 11 STONE 12 

GOLIGHTLY 14 STUART 18 

HAMLEY 12 SYMONDS 20, 21 

HARRY 19 TREDWEN 37 

HAYWARD 23, 43 TRENOWTH 11 

HOCKEN 3, 19, 24, 44, 57 TREVANION 4, 5 

HYDE 18 TWYBAR 42 

INGLETT 42 WALLIS 24 

ISSACK 5 WALLIS 31 

JENNINGS 24 WATTS 42 

JOHNS 3, 58 WEBB 20, 21 

JORY 43 WESTLAKE 42 

LANG 42 WHALE 44 

LATIMER 25 WIAT 11 

LAWRENCE 12 WILLIAMS 6, 12 

LEAN 58 WILLS 42 

LYNE 25 WILSHMAN 11 

MARSHALL 25 WORSLEY 14 

MARTYN 19, 43 WORTH 22 

MILLER 14 WORTHEVALE 42 

MOLESWORTH 24 
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