
INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL THOMAS LYLE in MAY 2008. 

Michael was born on 27th March 1930 in the cottage where he still lives. There was a doctor and a 

midwife in attendance and his mother’s sister in law came to look after the family. The Doctor was 

Dr Bailley who lived in the village. Michael had one brother - Tommy.  Their mother was in her 30s 

when Michael was born. 

Michael’s mother and grandmother were local people but his father came from Launceston,  so Lyle 

in not really a St Tudy name. 

Michael’s house is made of Cornish stone and has not altered over the years. He has a Cornish range 

and electric light and heating.   

His neighbours were the Fords, especially twins Elsie and Bessie Ford, with whom he stayed friendly 

all his life. Opposite were the Buttons – Charlie Button (Sam Button’s brother) and Mr and Mrs 

McGuinness – again his lifelong friends – whose daughter Wendy Button still lives in the village. Just 

down the road lived Mr and Mrs Sleeman who had the telephone exchange in their home. If you 

wanted a number you rang the exchange and Dot Sleeman would put you through. Their house was 

the cottage next to the playing field entrance, today lived in by the Sleeman’s son in law.   

Michael’s father was a smallholder and after Michael left school he cycled to work in Wadebridge for 

Mr Chapman’s grocery shop. When he left this job he worked for Mrs Bailley (the widow of Dr 

Bailley)-  gardening. 

Michael never married or had children but his brother Tommy married, so he has a sister in law 

Caroline, plus one nephew and one niece.  Mrs Lyle’s niece –Jean – was brought up with them after 

her mother and father died. Michael could not remember any children dying in St Tudy and no one 

died of small pox or TB. 

He went to school at 5 in the village school (opposite his home) until he was 14. He had Doris 

Armstrong, Miss Bess and Mr Wilcox as teachers. Mr Garland – the Head - retired whilst he was 

there. The bigger boys used to look after Mr Garland’s garden but when Mr Wilcox arrived they used 

the allotments. There was no senior school unless you passed the 11 + exam. He used the normal 

things at school – not slates and chalk. 

The village around Michaels’ home has not altered at all – the church, the school and the cottages, 

but he can remember cottages down towards the village hall and in Well Lane, being knocked down. 

He also recalled 2 lots of council houses being built – the Wetherham Lane bungalows and the 

Tremeer Lane bungalows  

The furthest he ever travelled was to Bodmin and Wadebridge on Monday market days, by bus. In 

the summer he walked to St Kew and caught the train to Padstow and twice a year there was an 

outing by bus to Polzeath run by the Church and the Chapel. 

The train went to London Waterloo, but Michael never went. He has never had a holiday. 

 

 



 

Michael and family went to church – 3 times on Sunday at 11.00, 6.00 and Sunday School at 2pm. He 

remembers Rev Shuster as the Rector and his wife running the Mother’s Union. He can also 

remember the church tower being re- pointed. 

During the war Michael’s family had 2 evacuees, a girl from London and a boy from Devon. A school 

for evacuees was run by Miss Trendall in the Hut where Mr and Mrs Tanner have their garden – Long 

Barn, Tremeer Lane. 

Also during the war his father caught rabbits in gin traps to eat. 

Entertainments were home produced – the Chapel held a Guild and there were dances in the School 

especially when the Americans were at Hengar – also concerts. 

Michael also remembers what he thinks was St Tudy Feast Day – held down Tremeer Lane with 

stalls, animals sold and sweet stalls. He also remembers a big tent in the field opposite Gables where 

something like the Band of Hope came every year. 

In the large manor houses Michael remembers Mrs Strutt (Wetherham ) who had the first car 

(driven by Mr Tom Button) and the Onslows at Hengar. 

Shops and businesses. There was always a Post Office & Stores, Mrs Kerslake’s grocery shop and 

Miss Hewitt who had a business in a Higher Town cottage (since knocked down and where Mr/Mrs 

Skinner live now), Mr Burden the butcher, Mr Wilton the blacksmith, Mr Hooper and Mr Worth – 

both builders,  Mr Withey the plumber and Mr Couch the carpenter (who also made coffins).   Mr 

Lyle (interviewees father), Miss May and Mr Harris (latter 2 of Kelly Green) all sold milk in the village 

and Mr Hawken cut hair, mended shoes and dug graves. 

You couldn’t buy bread in the shops, but Eustaci’s delivered 3 times weekly and Mr Helland from 

Bodmin (a very upmarket grocer) delivered. You could also buy non food items from him – including 

cloth and kitchen utensils. 

So Michael’s surroundings have actually changed very little in his lifetime, but the businesses and 

deliveries have decreased. 

 

Interview  done by M. Lobb in 2008. 

   

 

 

 

 


