
INTERVIEW WITH PATRICIA JOYCE WILLIAMS nee BURDEN by Maggie Lobb in 2008. 

Patricia Joyce Burden was born 22/2/1930, the 2nd daughter of Albert Burden of St Tudy and  

Lila Mary Hambley formerly of St Mabyn. 

Patricia had 5 brothers and sisters. 

James born 1927 who married Peggy Brown,   

Peggy Delphine born 1928 who married Jack Cleave,  

Rex born 1933 who married Audrey Van der Plank,   

Josephine born 1935 who married Arthur Jago and   

Robin born 1938 who married Helen Sleeman. 

The family’s first home was 2 Pleasant View (now Wadebridge Road) where there were 3 bedrooms, 

a living room and a kitchen. There was no running water, so this had to be fetched from a well, 

which was shared by 4 other houses.  Opposite the back door there was a block of 4 toilets - the 

“bucket and chuck it” type.  Most of the cooking was done on a Cornish range as electricity had only 

just come into the village. There were only 3 sockets and 3 lights in the house. 

Pat’s mother unfortunately died at the age of 32 in 1942 when Pat was still at school, so Peggy (the 

eldest sister) looked after the younger ones and the older ones were split up among relations. 

Pat’s father Albert was a butcher working with other members of the Burden family in the village 

butcher’s shop, where they used to slaughter in an adjoining building at Home Farm. They had 2 

vans and delivered around the villages in the area. 

During the 2nd World War there was a Scarlet Fever epidemic in St Tudy village and because of her 

father’s job, Pat plus Peggy and Josephine had to be taken to a hospital in St Austell to isolate for 

many months, including over Christmas. Pat remembered they were given toys to play with but were 

not allowed to take them home owing to possible contamination. In the same hospital were children 

suffering from diphtheria. 

Pat started school when she was 5. Her form teacher was Doris Worth (later Doris Armstrong), the 

Headmaster was Mr Garland and Miss Best took the middle class. Whilst Pat was in the top class Mr 

W.C. Wilcocks took over as Head Master. She remembers playing ‘square base’ in the playground 

(the Square) beside the road and when a car came along they had to leap back. There were only 3 

cars in the village and on one occasion it was Dr Bailey. The other 2 car owners were Mr Lewarne (a 

taxi) and Mr Wilcocks. 

At the time of the year when the farmers were digging potatoes the older school children were 

allowed to go ‘teddie picking’ for which they were paid! 

She remembers there were not many books to use at school and ink was in the form of a powder 

which had to be mixed with water and a ‘Monitor’ used to go around and fill up the inkwells on the 

desks. The pens had nibs and had to be dipped into the inkwells. 



 

Growing up in St Tudy in the 1930s, Pat remembers there were 3 grocery shops, one with a Post 

Office where they also sold newspapers. All of them sold a lot of other items like drapery, ale and 

greengrocery. There were also deliveries into the village – fish and coal etc. There were 2 carpenter’s 

shops which also made coffins, a garage with petrol pumps where they also charged radio 

accumulators, 2 blacksmiths and a cobblers.  

When Pat was older the family moved to Maymear Terrace in Higher Town. She used to go to the 

village youth club and to a “6d hop”, and later to dances in the village. These were held in the school 

room and later she went to dances outside the village in St Mabyn, St Breward and Blisland, to which 

they had to walk. It was at one of these dances she met her future husband Vernon, who played the 

piano accordion in a dance band.  

Pat left school at 15 and went straight to her first job (the weekend after leaving school) at Tregawn 

Farm to look after the first baby for the Button family, a girl of 3 months.  Pat stayed there for many 

years, looking after 2 further children. She lived in but had a day off on Saturday and a half day on 

Sunday. She went to Sunday School and was in the choir.  

She was St Tudy Carnival Queen in 1949. 

She used to walk to St Kew Highway Railway Station with friends and family to catch a train to 

Padstow and in the summer had 2 weeks at Polzeath with her employers - the Button family. 

She married Vernon Williams in St Tudy Church in 1953. Her bridesmaids and pageboy were the 

children she used to look after. Her sister Peggy was her matron of honour. The reception was in the 

village hall. For their honeymoon they went to relations at Buckland Monachorum, Devon.  Their 

first home was 1 Pleasant View. When Vernon got the job of Manager at De Lank Quarries they 

moved out there, moving again to Bodinnick Park when Vernon retired.  Her dad Albert moved with 

her. When she lost Vernon at the beginning of the 1980s she and Albert moved to Wayside, living 

there still.  Next month she will be 91. 

Pat was as Sunday School Teacher for many years and is affectionately known as “Aunty Pat” by all 

of her many Sunday School children. She organised many carnival floats and Christingles. 

She remembers when the evacuees came to the village, the American soldiers camping at Hengar, 

the “hut” burning down (losing all the records of the evacuees and the clothing coupons) and the 

Church Army staying in the village.  

Pat’s father Albert was the son of William John Burden and Emla Worth. Emla was a member of one 

of St Tudy’s most well known old families. Her father William Henry Sloggett Worth was one of 12 

children. Emla was one of 13 from which there are many descendants still living in the village.  

 

Interview done by Maggie Lobb (nee Burden) and Joy Armstrong  (2008). 

 



    

 

 

 

  

 

 

  


