
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Diary 
 

Meetings held in the Village Hall on the last Monday of each month. 

Here’s a reminder of the speakers for the next 3 months 
 
 

March 28th ‘The Fair Arm of the Law’        Speaker: Simon Dell 
 

April 25th Pilchard Fishing in Port Isaac  Speaker: Geoff Provis 
 

May 30th Loveday Hambly, Quaker Saint of Cornwall 
       Speaker: Carole Vivien 
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 
Refreshments available. Prize Raffle drawn at the end of the meeting. 
 

Additional Events to keep in mind - more details later 

Sun 1st May  May Fayre/Ale & Cider Fest at the Village Hall 
Thu 2nd June  Lighting of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon 
Sat 4th June  Village Hall Centenary Celebration 
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January’s Newsletter was the first of this new venture, aiming to inform, entertain and to give an insight into 
many of the discoveries about St Tudy made by our Research Team. It soon became apparent, however, that 
the newsletter needs to be issued at the beginning of each month, rather than at the end — hence why we 
have combined two months in one.  We hope you will find something of interest in this BUMPER edition! 
 

April’s newsletter will be sent out around the 20th March to give maximum notice of forthcoming events.    Ed. 
 

Chestnut Tree Planting & Coffee Morning 
Saturday 26th February 

 

New Members 
 

Andy Dinsdale,  
Wayne Mitchell,  

Peter Snelling 
Val Cox  

 
who have recently joined the Historical Society.  

 
We hope that they will become active members,  

enjoying this year’s meetings and events. 
 
 
 

On a bright but breezy spring-like morning, a 

tremendous number of people came to 

Churchtown to witness the planting of a third 

generation of the Hellfire Corner chestnut tree. 

Sisters Kathy & Joy Knight did the honours, as 

their mother had attended the original planting 

in 1920 when she was a pupil at St. Tudy’s 

school. That first tree became diseased and had 

to be felled in the 1980s.  

A second tree was grown from one of its conk-

ers, but it too succumbed to disease and had to 

be removed in 2020.  

This newest, third sapling was grown from a 

conker of the second tree. 
 

The Historical Society decided to make it an 

occasion by hosting a Coffee Morning at the 

Clink to celebrate the ceremonial planting. 
 

Upstairs in the Clink housed an exhibition ex-

plaining the history of the original tree, and how 

it came to be donated to the village. Biographies 

of all those on the War Memorial were also on 

display. 
 

A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helped to 

make this a most enjoyable & memorable day. 

A video of the tree planting may be viewed here   https://www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=546803  



HISTORY GROUP ANNUAL OUTING   Thursday 7th July 2022 

to Trevaunance Cove, St Agnes, & Kresen Kernow    
Depart 10.30am to travel by coach ‘down west’, eventually following the coast road 

from Perranporth to Trevaunance Cove, St Agnes, for a stop of approx. 1 ½ hours. Lunch 

may be bought at several places near the beach, for example the Driftwood Spars pub; 

Schooners & Breakers Beach Café…. or maybe take your own picnic. Public Toilets are 

available there, too.  

 

We then move on to Kresen Kernow, the home of Cornwall’s archives, housed 

in an award winning conversion of the historic Redruth Brewery. Our visit will 

run from 2pm to 4pm, and includes a ‘behind the scenes’ tour.  
 

The estimated time of arrival back in St Tudy is around 5.30pm. 
 

This full day excursion is  £15 p. person, and must be booked in advance  

Booking forms may be had at History Group meetings, or contact Rita Westlake on 01208 850025    
 

Please let us know, also, if you wish to have lunch at the Driftwood Spars as we will need to reserve tables. 

It’s a Lang story ………..     Following on from the Silver Spoon article  in January’s newsletter, here are more stories of 

the Lang family. In fact there had been Langs in this area from at least the 1500s, farming at the adjacent  estates of Trevisquite, St 

Mabyn and Tamsquite, St Tudy.  

The owner of the silver spoon featured last month, Nathaniel Lang, died at Tamsquite in 1845 and was 

buried in St Tudy churchyard. His grave is now unmarked, but his brother Giles Jory Lang, who died in 1864 

at Tamsquite, is remembered in this stained glass window in the church. Their sister, Rebecca, never mar-

ried and you may have seen her memorial headstone outside the Methodist Church on Hengar Lane.  

It seems that the Langs were staunch Methodists and their brother William’s son,  William Lockwood Lang, 

became a Methodist Minister.  Initially based in Redruth, he married in St Mabyn in 1868, and later moved 

to Lincolnshire with his family. By 1900 there were no Langs left in St Tudy as a result of family members 

dying or moving out of the parish. 

Richard Lang, an uncle of the Nathaniel Lang who owned the silver spoon, farmed at Lanterrick which ad-

joins the Hengar estate. In his Will of 1835 he left a bequest to his son William, ‘provided he should ever 

return to England’.  

I discovered that William Lang had, in fact, sailed to Australia in the February of 1834, arriving at 

Port Jackson, New South Wales in June of that same year. Little is known of his early life in Aus-

tralia, except that he married there in 1838. 

 

In 1857, William lived in the small coastal town of Gerringong where he became the first person 

there to secure a ‘Publican’s General License’ when licensing laws were relaxed. He opened the 

Gerringong Arms, changing its name in 1861 to the Lanterrick Hotel, in memory of his boyhood 

home. I wonder whether his leaving Cornwall for the other side of the world was a rebellion 

against his teetotal Methodist upbringing. 

 

Sadly, the business did not flourish and in 1867 William was declared insolvent. His wife Mary 

died in 1887 and records show that, in the same year, he was admitted to the Liverpool Asylum 

for the Infirm & Destitute in Sydney where he died two years later, aged 85, with no next of kin.  

It was a sad end for an ambitious young man who had hoped to make his fortune so far from home.     AA 



In Times Past ……  a large enamel AA sign was attached to 

Percy Couch’s carpenter’s shop on Redvale Road & later removed 

to the house next to Lewarne’s petrol filling station, now appropri-

ately called ‘Old Pumps’.  

Amazingly, reproductions of these signs are now available, custom 

made for your own village. Below is a representation of the original 

AA sign.  

The History Group aims to raise funds 

to buy one  -  so, who knows, perhaps 

this cheerful example of street furni-

ture from the past may yet reappear 

on Redvale Road at some future date! 

  

Behind the Scenes You may not be aware of all the work done by members of the Research Team, 

so this month we’re spotlighting various strands of research done by Pam Free on behalf of the History 
Society. Apart from her involvement in unravelling the histories of past inhabitants of the parish, Pam has 
also been instrumental in writing biographies for those who served in WW1 & WW2. Each month she sub-
mits an article to the Parish Magazine, based on past research projects, and is currently investigating 
St.Tudy's first Headmaster who was quite a character, it seems.  
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Topical advice 

West Briton   February 1895          
 

TO OBTAIN WARMTH Sir— May I suggest that the com-

mitteemen and others should inform applicants for relief that 
considerable warmth may be obtained by putting brown pa-
per or old newspapers between the coverings of a bed, and 
that the chest and back may be protected by placing brown 
paper under the waistcoat or bodice? Oatmeal, which is 
cheap, made into thick porridge and eaten with a little milk or 
treacle, is a good producer of heat, whilst it is much more 
sustaining than tea or coffee or bread. Of course, a good soup 
is excellent food, and I suggest that it should be sold at cost 
price, as well as given, as many poor and thrifty people would 
buy it, who are, commendably, too independent to accept it 
as a gift.      

Still relevant today! - Ed. 

40 Years of (C.A.L.H.)   The Cornwall Association of 

Local Historians held their Spring Conference at the Kilbirnie Hotel, 

Newquay, on the 26/27 Feb. this year.  

Each day, guest speakers covered a wide range of subjects on the 

general theme of ‘then and now’. I had been invited to speak about 

‘Genealogy Past, Present & Future’, and other subjects covered 

were: ‘The Cornishman’s House’; ‘Buildings at Risk’; ‘Accessing Cor-

nish Culture’; ‘Considering the Historic Landscape’;  ‘Glebe Terri-

ers’; ‘Cornish Music & Dance’; ‘Experiencing History in Virtual Reali-

ty’, and ‘The Romans in Cornwall’ (they were here after all!) 

The St Tudy Historical Society has a group membership with CALH, 

which means that any of our members are welcome to attend any 

of  their events. Details of CALH membership, events & outings 

may be had from their website, from Rita, or  from me.                

Angela Aylward 

Who knew ………? 

How many in the village 
have walked past School 
View onto Redvale Road 
without a second glance 
at this granite post, look-
ing for all the world like 
part of the gate. 

It’s history, however, is altogether more interesting and was 
told to me by Marc Treleaven whose ancestor Samuel Treleaven 
lived there in the late 1800s and died at Redvale in 1915.  Closer 
inspection reveals deep notches in the post which give a clue to 
its previous use.  

You see, Samuel Treleaven was a 
Horse Trainer & Colt Breaker, as was 
his father before him. The post  was 
used to control unbroken colts, in a 
manner similar to this illustration, 
and would have originally been taller 

and set up much further forward from the hedge.  

As colt breaking was a noisy and somewhat violent process, it 
must have been quite a distraction for  pupils in school close by.
       A.A. 

ADDED TO OUR WEBSITE IN FEBRUARY  -  THE 1939 REGISTER FOR ST TUDY 

See who was living at your address & what work they did at     www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk 


