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There’s so much to look forward to this year and we’re celebrating the start of summer, as in days gone by, 
with a traditional May Day. Be sure to come along for a fun afternoon of crafts, food & drink, music & dance.  

   Come join us for an afternoon of Shenanigans 
                                        
 
 

 

 

Full programme of entertainment* 

The Green Man  

A man’s face peering out from foliage, sprouting 
leaves and tendrils from his mouth and nostrils, is 
an image found throughout history, around the 
world. Although this symbol of rebirth & fertility has pagan ori-
gins, it’s frequently found carved in wood or stone in ecclesias-
tical buildings dating from antiquity and into the 20th century. 

Events Diary 
 

Meetings in the Village Hall on the last Monday of the month. 

Here’s a reminder of the speakers for the next 3 months 
 

May 30th Loveday Hambly, Quaker Saint of Cornwall 
     Speaker: Carole Vivien 
June 27th The Cornish Droll Tellers & some of their tales 
     Speaker: Terry Faull 
July 25th The History of the Royal Cornwall Show 
     Speaker: Chris Riddle 
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 
Refreshments available. Prize Raffle drawn at end of meeting 
 

Additional Events 
Sun 1st May  May Fayre/Ale & Cider Festival  

Thu 2nd June  Lighting of St Tudy’s Queen’s Platinum  

   Jubilee Beacon 

Sat 4th June DAY Village Hall Centenary Celebration 

  P.M. Live streaming of “Party at the Palace” 
 

Thu 7th July  Coach trip to St Agnes & Kresen Kernow 
      Price £15.00 p.p. Booking essential— contact Rita Westlake 

Members’ News  
Welcome to Jeanine Abbott, who joined the society in 
March. We look forward to seeing her at our meetings and 
hope that she will enjoy our future events. 
 

Member’s Only Exclusive Offer: Advanced Tickets for the 
May Fayre, may be had at a discounted rate of £1.50 from 
Rita Westlake. The offer is for members only, with the 
last opportunity to buy your programme (which is your ticket) 
at the discounted rate being 25th April’s meeting.   
 

Website: Recorded oral village histories are currently being 

transcribed and you may view the first two at :   
 https://www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=726349  

MAY FAYRE / ALE & CIDER FEST 
celebrating May Day in a traditional way  

 

Sunday 1st May 12noon—5pm 
in the Village Hall & Garden 

organised by the St Tudy Historical Society 

ADMISSION:    ADULTS  £3.00  CHILDREN .50p 

*programme may be subject to change* 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

 

https://www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=726349
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk%2Findex.asp%3Fpageid%3D726349&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0e3a7bea9aca450080b008da12ed94d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637843108852190949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


Padstow ‘Obby ‘Oss 

 

The West Briton 1st May 1899          

reported that the tradition originated as a 

result of French warships continually har-

assing the Cornish coasts in the late 1500s.  

“Padstow on one occasion being in great peril in consequence, the 

men, women and children dressed themselves up in hideous and 

gorgeous costume, with pointed clowns’ hats with tassels pen-

dant, the waist encircled with hoops draped in black and red with 

brushes or tails of horse hair protruding, and thus attired they 

marched to the headland and performed such a war dance, and 

uttered such unearthly sounds, that the French were soon affright-

ed, imagining they had reached a land inhabited by demons.” 

May Day was not popular  

  with everyone in 1837…….. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

     
 

 

 

Paul Oke, born at Hengar Farm, St Tudy, was a staunch Methodist. 
It was he who obtained a grant of land from Samuel Kekewich on 
which to build St Tudy’s first Chapel (now Chapel Cottage) and 
also it’s licence to hold services in 1824.  When the above notice 
was issued in 1837, however, he lived in Padstow. 

As a teetotaller, he obviously disapproved of the raucous, pagan 
celebrations in Padstow at May Day and was the third of 73 objec-
tors who subscribed to this poster, his name coming after M 
Prideaux Brune & Rev. Vernon Collins. It says they ‘very much 
disapprove of the proceedings transacted on the first of May’ and 
that the names of anyone violating the law quoted above would 
be reported to the Magistrates. 

The threat seems not to have had any lasting effect, as Padstow’s 
noisy ‘Hobby’ Hoss Day continued, and is still going strong!   

Extract from “ A Cornish Almanack” 
by N P Cooper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 4th May 1859, the first train ran across the Royal Albert 
Bridge, two days after its official opening by Prince Albert, making 
it possible to travel between London and Penzance with ease.  It 
was reputed that the engine driver was so terrified of the journey 
that he spent several hours drinking in a Plymouth public house 
immediately before the journey! 
 

Designed by the world famous Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the 

bridge comprises two 455-foot trusses and stands 100 feet above 

the River Tamar. 
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On Thursday 2nd June this year at exactly 9.45pm, beacons will 

be lit across the country, and in all parts of the Commonwealth, 

to mark the beginning of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebra-

tions. 

The Historical Society has organised the lighting of a fire beacon 

at Head Hill to become part of the national beacon network. An 

evening of celebration at the Village Hall will live stream London’s 

Beacon Ceremony, and St Tudy’s own beacon may be viewed at a 

distance from outside the hall. 

ALL WELCOME  at the VILLAGE HALL 

Doors open at  8pm   Bar 8pm—11pm 

Beacon Lighting 9.45pm 

Did you know?   Andrew Pears was born 1768 in 

Mevagissey and trained as a barber.  

He moved to London in 1789 where he supplied cosmetics to a 
wealthy clientele, which led him to develop a gen-
tle soap, less irritating than any available at the 
time. The ingredients were boiled for a long period 
to remove all impurities, and after adding a deli-
cate perfume, the translucent soap was aged for 
two months. Pears soap made today is also aged, 
just like the original. 


