
 

 

Remembrance unites faiths, cultures and backgrounds to remember the service and 

sacrifice of the Armed Forces community from Britain and the Commonwealth. It is part 

of our nation’s culture and means so much to so many people. Our Armed Forces give up 

their freedom to protect ours. 

• Remembrance pays tribute to the special contribution of families and of the 

emergency services. 

• Remembrance acknowledges innocent civilians who have lost their lives in conflict 

and acts of terrorism. 

Wearing a poppy is never compulsory but is greatly appreciated by those who it is 

intended to support. 

Choosing to wear a poppy is a reflection of your individual experiences and personal 

memories. 

. 

It could mean wearing a poppy in November, before Remembrance Sunday.  It could 

mean joining with others in your community on a commemorative anniversary. Or it 

could mean taking a moment on your own to pause and reflect. 

Everyone is free to remember in their own way, or to choose not to remember at all.    

In every act of remembrance, it is to honour the memory of the fallen and pledge care 

for the living.  

                                      

 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/act-of-remembrance
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/act-of-remembrance


 

 

The poppy is a well-known and well-established symbol, one that carries a wealth of 

history and meaning with it. Wearing a poppy is still a very personal choice, reflecting 

individual experiences and personal memories. It is never compulsory but is greatly 

appreciated by those whom it is intended to support. Every poppy counts. 

During WW1, much of the fighting took place in Western Europe. The countryside was 

blasted, bombed and fought over repeatedly. Previously beautiful landscapes turned to 

mud; bleak and barren scenes where little or nothing could grow.  

 

One of our most iconic First World War objects is the signboard used to mark the 

infamous ‘Hellfire Corner’, a busy and dangerous junction near Ypres in Belgium. The 

sign ‘Hellfire Corner’ marked a busy junction on the Menin Road, which ran from Ypres in 

Belgium to the frontline trenches. It was a very dangerous place, being within easy range 

of the German guns. As a result of constant heavy shelling, it was given this nickname by 

British troops.  

 

There was a notable and striking exception to the bleakness - the bright red Flanders 

poppies. These resilient flowers flourished in the middle of so much chaos and 

destruction, growing in the thousands upon thousands. 

 

Shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae 

was moved by the sight of these poppies and that inspiration led him to write the now 

famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'. 



 

 

The poem by John McCrae 

The poem then inspired an American academic named Moina Michael to adopt the 

poppy in memory of those who had fallen in the war. She campaigned to get it adopted 

as an official symbol of Remembrance across the United States and worked with others 

who were trying to do the same in Canada, Australia, and the UK. 

Also involved with those efforts was a French woman, Anna Guérin who was in the UK in 

1921 where she planned to sell the poppies in London. 

There she met Earl Haig, founder of The Royal British Legion, who was persuaded to 

adopt the poppy as their emblem in the UK. The Royal British Legion, which had been 

formed in 1921, ordered nine million poppies and sold them on 11 November that year. 

 

Wearing a poppy is a show of support for the service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces, 

veterans and their families.  



 

 

It represents all those who lost their lives on active service in all conflicts; from the 

beginning of the First World War right up to present day. 

It also honours the contribution of civilian services and the uniformed services which 

contribute to national peace and security and acknowledges innocent civilians who have 

lost their lives in conflict and acts of terrorism. 

Around the remembrance period a variety of poppies are worn. The red poppy is worn 

as a show of support for the Armed Forces communities across the UK, Allied Forces, 

and the Commonwealth. 

Only donations from the sale of the red poppies go directly towards helping the Armed 

Forces community. The Royal British Legion has been here for 100years to ensure their 

sacrifices are acknowledged and their futures secured. 

Remembrance in the UK today is very different than it was 100 years ago. People take 

part whatever their political or religious beliefs. The poppy remains a humble, poignant 

symbol of Remembrance and hope. 

The annual two-minute silence has long been a key activity in the act of Remembrance 

every 11 November, on the 11th hour. We include this two-minute silence in every 

Remembrance Sunday service. 

 

   



 

 

  
 

From post-war occupations to colonial conflicts, the Cold War against the communists, 

to today's wars against Islamic Jihadists, the military of the United Kingdom has 

engaged Britain's foes.  

 

Greek Civil War (1944-1947) 

Palestine- (1945-1948)- 

War in Vietnam (1945-1946 

Indonesian Revolution (1945-1946 

Malayan Emergency-(1948-1960 

Korean War-(1950-1953) 

Anglo-Egyptian War of 1951-1952 (1951-1952 

Mau Mau Insurgency-(1952-1956) 

Cyprus Emergency--(1955-1959 

Suez/Sinai War (1956) 

Muscat and Oman Intervention (1957-1959) 

Jordan Intervention (1958) 

Brunei Revolt (December 1962) 

Malaysia-Indonesia Confrontation (1963-1966)- 

Ugandan Army Mutiny (1964) 

Dhofar Rebellion (1962-1976) 

Aden Conflict-(1964-1967)  

The Conflict in Northern Ireland (1969-1998) 

The Falkland Islands War (1982) 

Gulf War (1991) Also known in the West as the First Iraq War. 

No-Fly Zone War (1991-2003) 

Bosnian War (1992-1996) 

Kosovo War (1999)- 

British military intervention in the Sierra Leone Civil War (2000-2002) 

Afghanistan War (2001-2021) 

Iraq War (2003-2009) 

Libyan War (2011) 

ISIS War (2014-Present)  

 



 

 

 
After the First World War, Britain's economy plummeted, leaving 2 million people 

unemployed in 1921. Over 6 million men had served in the war. Of those who came back, 

1.75 million had suffered some kind of disability and half of these were permanently 

disabled. 
 
On 15 May 1921 the British Legion is formed, bringing together four national 

organisations of ex-Servicemen that had established themselves to support those who 

had suffered as a result of service during the First World War. The Women’s Section of 

the British Legion is swiftly established.  
 
In September 1921 Anna Guérin arrives from Canada and persuades the Legion to adopt 

the Poppy as a symbol of Remembrance. That same year the first Poppy Appeal raises 

£106,000 (£5.21m in 2021) and 2,500 branches of the British Legion are established across 

the country. 
 
The following year the Legion’s Poppy Factory opens in the Old Kent Road, London 

where 40 disabled men manufacture 1,000 poppies a week. 
 
The first Festival of Remembrance is held at the Royal Albert Hall in 1927, with the 

first Field of Remembrance appearing on the lawns outside Westminster Abbey in 

London a year later.  
 
Through the 1930s the Poppy Appeal goes from strength to strength and the British 

Legion purchases Haig House in Ypres, Belgium to provide a base for pilgrims visiting 

the battlefields of the First World War. 
 
During the Second World War two founding members of RBL, Sir Fred Lister and Colonel 

George Crosfield, advise Government on post-war planning. And after the war ended in 

Europe, RBL votes to include those affected by the conflict within its remit. Throughout 

the decade, RBL advocates on key issues for veterans and successfully lobbies the 

Government on the passing of the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act 1944 and the War 

Pensions Act in 1949; both of which continue to benefit thousands today. The British 

Legion also plays a key role in supporting veterans through injury and illness.  
 
With troops fighting in the Korean War during a harsh winter, 1,500 woollen garments 

are sent out in 1951. British troops are also deployed in the Malayan and Cyprus 

Emergencies, and to Egypt during the Suez Crisis. 
 
In 1968 The Troubles in Northern Ireland begin in a conflict that will last almost 30 years. 
 
On 2 April 1982 Argentinian forces invade the British overseas territory of the Falkland 

Islands.  



 

 

In 1991, RBL organises parcels for each man and woman in the British Forces deployed in 

the Gulf War over Christmas. It’s so popular that it continues the following year and is 

extended to serving personnel in countries such as Bosnia and Belize. 
 
1997 British forces lead a NATO intervention in the Kosovo War, lasting until 11 June 

1999. 
 
May 2001, The National Memorial Arboretum, is officially opened to the public in– a 

space where the unique contribution of those who have served and sacrificed is never 

forgotten. 
 

In 2002 Her Majesty The Queen unveils the Commonwealth Memorial Gates on 

Constitution Hill in London to commemorate the 5 million men and women from the 

Indian subcontinent, Africa and the Caribbean who fought with the British Armed Forces 

in the two world Wars.  
 
In 2007 Her Majesty The Queen unveils the Armed Forces Memorial at the National 

Memorial Arboretum - a national monument to those who have lost their lives on duty 

or as an act of terrorism since the Second World War. 
 
May 2011 sees the withdrawal of the last remaining British troops in Iraq. 
 
The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those who serve or 

who have served in the armed forces, and their families, are treated fairly.  
 
In 2015 airstrikes mark the start of UK military action in Syria as part of Operation Shader. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic forces the country into lockdown and RBL adapts to continue 

supporting the Armed Forces community. The Armed Forces play a vital role in 

supporting the NHS, constructing Nightingale Hospitals and helping administer 

vaccinations.  
 
The RBL continue their work overseas including a peacekeeping mission in Mali and on 

Operation Trenton in South Sudan. 
 
RBL Branch Community Support plays a vital role in keeping in touch with vulnerable 

veterans in communities around the UK and all over the world. 

                             



 

  


