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This short booklet, prepared by the St Tudy Historical Society, records the simple biographies of 

each St Tudy man remembered on the village War Memorial.  
 

Today many relatives of the men still live in the village and recall their stories. 
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Surgeon Lieutenant Charles Henry Fairbank Atkinson 
OBE, RNVR 

 
 

Village GP 
 

 
Born 1884, Died 20 January 1920, aged 36 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charles Henry Fairbank Atkinson was St Tudy’s village doctor prior to World War One. He was 
born in 1884 in Stoke Newington, London and completed his medical training at Charing Cross 
Hospital. It is believed he became the village GP sometime in 1912 where he lived at Mount Villa, 
St Tudy.  
 
At the outbreak of war, he was appointed to HMS CANOPUS as Surgeon Lieutenant RNVR. 
CANOPUS was involved in the Battle of the Falkland Islands on 8th December 1914. Charles 
Atkinson took part in the battle and was afterwards appointed to the Port Stanley hospital; he 
was Mentioned in Despatches for the able manner in which he conducted the hospital. Returning 
home in February 1915 he was appointed to Trevol Fever Hospital in September 1915, then to 
the Destroyer Flotilla Leader HMS TIPPERARY before joining HMS PRINCESS MARGARET, a mine-
layer, in March 1916 thus missing the Battle of Jutland and the sinking of TIPPERARY.  
 
Surgeon Lieutenant Atkinson retired from active service in January 1918 and was awarded the 
OBE in 1919 for his war services. He died in St Tudy on 14th January 1920, from Acute Supperative 
Pharyngitis and Septicemia.  
 
The Cornish Guardian reported that he was held in high esteem and that his funeral was probably 
the largest attended ever seen at St Tudy. Members of the St Breward Comrades of the Great 
War marched all the way from St Breward to St Tudy.  
 
Services were also held at St Beward and St Teath in Dr Atkinson's memory.  The Vicar of St Teath 
said: “his death was a great loss to the neighbourhood. He was loved by all who knew him, not 
only for his skill, but for the kindness in Ministration which he always showed, especially for 
the poor”.  
 
His wife Maude Marion Atkinson died in September 1967 in Southampton. She is remembered, as 
is his daughter, on Dr Atkinson's grave in St Tudy Cemetery. Charles and Marion Atkinson had only 
one child, called Patricia Mary Fairbank Atkinson.  Patricia never married or had children. 
 
Dr Atkinson's name did not appear on the St Tudy War Memorial. However, any member of the 
Commonwealth Military Forces that died between 4th August 1914 and 31st August 1921 is deemed 
to be a casualty of war. Therefore, he was eligible to be remembered on the Memorial. The late 
Chris Selby made it his personal project to ensure Charles Atkinson was remembered with his 
wartime colleagues. 
 
In September 2018, after considerable effort and research, his name was added to the St Tudy 
War Memorial.  



 
Private Gordon Burden 
 

House Boy of Churchtown, St. Tudy 
 

1st/5th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 
 
Born 1897, Killed in Action 19th August 1917, aged 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gordon was the oldest boy of the family of five boys and one girl.  His two nephews, Peter and 
Terry Burden, and two nieces, Pat Williams and Jennifer Skinner, and many other descendants 
still live in St. Tudy. Born and bred in St. Tudy, Gordon attended the local Sunday School and sang 
in the Church Choir.   
 
Church records and the DCLI Museum show that Gordon enlisted with his friends and neighbours, 
Albert and John Worth, in Bodmin on the 15th of November 1915. 
 
After initial training, they were sent to France in May 1916, fighting on the Somme from October 
1916 to May 1917, then at Arras in June and July followed by Ypres.  On the 19th of August 1917, 
Gordon was killed by an exploding shell while on guard duty in the town. 
 
The letter of condolence to Gordon’s parents from the platoon Commander, Second Lieutenant 
H E Ross, described him as “a popular soldier who would be especially missed as he was one of 
my best and steadiest men when under fire … he died like a good soldier doing his duty and 
that his death was instantaneous and painless”.  He was buried by the Army Chaplain.   
 
The church bells of St. Tudy were muffled before and after a memorial service in his honour.  His 
mother and brother, Hedley, who was wounded a few days before Gordon’s death, subsequently 
attended a service at the Menin Gate on the 8th of August 1928, during a British Legion 
Battlefields Pilgrimage. 
 
Hedley Burden, his elder brother, wrote to Gordon in August 1917 from the VAD Hospital in 
Shropshire where he was recovering from a deep wound to his left thigh.  Having seen Gordon 
marching away, and unaware that he had died three days earlier, Hedley wrote asking him to 
pick up some personal belongings, photographs and his razor, left in the trenches when Hedley 
was evacuated to a nearby dressing station.  The letter was returned unanswered. 
 
Gordon Burden’s grave is in Bedford House Cemetery, 2km south of Ypres.  
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Private William John Button 
 

Footman at Glynn Mansion, Cardinham, Cornwall 
 

16th (Public Schools) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment (Duke of 
Cambridge’s Own) 

 
 
Born 26 June 1895, Killed in Action 1st July 1916, aged 21                                                      
 
 
 

William was the youngest of four sons – all were born in St Mabyn. William’s father was Henry 
John Hooper Button, born in 1856 in Blisland, a grocer, draper and general dealer in St. Mabyn.  
His mother, Susan Ann (Annie) Kellow, was born in Lostwithiel in 1856.  In the 1911 William, aged 
15, was working as a Footman at Colonel Edward St. Auburn’s Mansion, Glynn Mansion, 
Cardinham. William joined the 16th (Reserve) Battalion, Public Schools, Middlesex Regiment on 
the 22nd of February 1915 in Woldingham, Surrey, a long way from home.   
 
In July 1915 the 16th Battalion moved to Warlingham, Surrey and then to Clipstone, 
Nottinghamshire, joining the 100th Brigade of the 33rd Division.  In August 1915 it moved to 
Perham Down, Salisbury Plain and, in the same month, the War Office took command of the 
Battalion.   
 
On the 17th of November 1915 they were mobilised for war, landing at Boulogne and transferring 
to GHQ Troop a week later. On the 25th April 1916, they transferred to 86th Brigade 29th Division, 
fighting in various actions on the Western Front. William’s Service records show that in April 
1916 he had German Measles and then, once he had recovered, he hurt his knee.  He returned 
to the Battalion on the 11th of June 1916, just prior to the Battle of the Somme. 
 
The War Diary for the 16th Battalion on the 1st of July 1916, it reads simply “Battalion in Action 
7.30 am from support trenches.  Casualties – Officers Killed 3, Wounded 10, Missing believed 
killed 6, Missing 5.  Other Ranks Killed 19, Wounded 306, Missing believed killed 37, Missing 
138”. 
 
William was one of the 138 missing, believed killed that morning from the 16th Battalion, and he 
is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial to those soldiers with no known grave who died on the 
Somme. Overall there were 60,000 British casualties on the first day of the first Battle of the 
Somme, making it the bloodiest day in British Military History.   
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Private Harry Hooper 
 

Carpenter of Virginia Cottage, St. Tudy 
 

7th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry 
 
Born 1895, Died of Wounds 7th June, 1917, aged 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry was born in St Tudy, the third of six children. His parents were Harry (also born in St. Tudy) 
and Jane Cottell (born in St. Teath).  They lived in Virginia House which had 5 rooms at that 
time. 
 
His father was a Carpenter and builder.  He worked from the carpenter’s workshop which is still 
attached to Virginia House today.  All three sons became carpenters working with their father 
from an early age, Harry joined the family firm after leaving school.  
 
Harry enlisted at Bodmin in approximately May of 1916 and after training, he joined D Company 
of the 1/5th Battalion as a signaller in the British Expeditionary Force.  He would have been 
involved in The Attack at Fromelles in July of 1916 which was part subsidiary to the Battle of 
the Somme. 
 
He was admitted to 2/2nd Field Ambulance with a broken ankle on the 25th of September 1916 
and sent back to England sick, on the 30th September 1916. 
 
On his return to Belgium he was transferred into the 7th Battalion of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry. The main battles Harry would have been involved in with the 7th Battalion, took place 
in March and April 1917, and are classified as the German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line. On 
the 28th of March, the 7th Battalion were ordered to take the village of Neuville-Bourjonval.  They 
started from Ypres at 20.15 hours against heavy machine gun fire. Neuville-Bourjonval was 
entered early on the 29th of March by the 1/5th Battalion, and was occupied by 02.30 hours.  
 
On the 7th of June, the Battalion was relieved by the King of Yorkshire’s Light Infantry.   It was 
whilst they were moving back on the Morchies-Vaulx road that A Company stopped for a 
lunchbreak at 12.30 in the valley west of Lagnicourt, that they were shelled, and Harry was 
injured.     
 
He was taken to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station at Grévillers, where he died of wounds on the 
same day. 
 
He is buried in the British Cemetery at Grévillers near Calais in France.   
 
Harry kept a moving diary of his service.  His last letter home, written the day before he died, 
was never posted.  In it he thanked his parents for further supplies of flea powder and the weekly 
copies of the Cornish Guardian.  His brothers, James and John also joined up, serving in the 
Royal Air Force. Both survived the War. 
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Private Samuel Langford 
 

Farm Worker at Poldue, Blisland 
 

13th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 
 
 
Born 15 August 1893, Died of Wounds 22nd September 1917, aged 
24 
 
 
 
 
 

Samuel was born at the Bone Mill, Trewen Farm, St Tudy.  His parents were Robert Langford and 
Ellen Cottell.  Samuel was named after his Grandfather on the Langford side. Robert Langford 
came from Lesnewth, Camelford, where the family were farmers, he moved to St Tudy sometime 
after 1881. Ellen Cottell was born in St Teath.  They married in St Tudy in 1888 and the family 
lived in School Street. Samuel had three brothers and four sisters. 
 
Samuel lived with one of Robert’s brothers, Digory, and his wife Matilda, at their farm at Poldue, 
Blisland from an early age. This arrangement was probably because his father was on low wages, 
and had five children to feed.  
 
Samuel was living at Hendrawalls, Davidstow, when he enlisted in Camelford on the 26th 
November 1915. On his Attestation Form Samuel is described as 5’5” tall, and a farmer. After 
training he was sent initially to No. 3 Depot, Royal Field Artillery and then to various Battalions. 
until he joined the 13th Battalion on the 9th of January 1917 in the field. The 13th Battalion was 
sent to Etaples on the 11th of February 1917.  
 
Samuel was wounded on 21st of September when the 13th Battalion took part in the Battle of 
Menin Ridge.  The Battalion Diary reads “4.30 a.m. Our artillery opened a very heavy barrage 
till 5.15 a.m.  8.00 a.m. Enemy again attacked the left company, and were dispersed by our 
Lewis gun and rifle fire.  3.00 p.m. After an hours heavy bombardment the enemy attacked the 
right company up the valley from Cheluvelt, they were again dispersed.  7.00 p.m. After two 
hours heavy shelling, the enemy was seen massing on the right of the Ypres-Menin Road near 
Cheluvelt preparatory to attacking. The S.O.S signal was sent up on our right and left, and the 
enemy were caught by our barrage before his attack could materialise.  The remainder of the 
night was quiet”. 
 
Casualties:-  Killed 14 Other Ranks, Wounded 37 Other Ranks, Missing 1 Other Rank. 
 
Samuel was one of the 37 wounded, and the 6th Australian field ambulance took him to the 17th 
Clearing Station to be treated.  He was suffering with shrapnel wounds to several parts of his 
body including the abdomen and forehead. He died of his wounds at the 17th Casualty Clearing 
Station on the 22nd of September 1917. 
 
Samuel is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, near Poperinge, West Flanders, Belgium. 
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Captain Arthur Magor 
 
 

HM Duke of Edinburgh’s Wiltshire Regiment 
 
 
Born 3rd March 1879, Killed in Action 17th October 1914, aged 35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Magor family had lived in the Parish for many generations and supported the church 
extensively. Arthur Curnvegen Magor was the fourth of five children born to Edward Auriol Magor 
and Mary Caroline Chilcott.  He went to Blundell’s School in Tiverton, where he is remembered 
in ‘Characters of Blundell’s 1st XV’ as “9st 10lb – light forward and a neat dribbler, good in open 
work, but rather inclined to avoid the scrum work”. 
 
In the Autumn of 1897, Arthur went up to Exeter College, Oxford to read for a Pass degree, a 
general degree taken by most Oxford undergraduates at that time.   
 
At the start of the Boer War, he obtained a commission in the Wiltshire Regiment, joining the 2nd 
Battalion in Spring 1900, taking part in actions at Bethlehem and Wittenbergen.  In 1900 Arthur 
Magor was promoted to Lieutenant and gazetted as Adjutant.   
 
In Autumn 1912, Arthur married Dora Fisher of Devizes and retired from the army, remaining on 
a special reserve.  They lived at Whitley House, Melksham, and their only son, Arthur Frank 
Tegarthen Magor, was born in October 1914.   
 
Arthur Curgenven was recalled to the colours at the outbreak of war.  After a few weeks at 
Weymouth, his Regiment shipped out to the front, as part of the 21st Brigade.  They landed at 
Zeebrugge on the 7th October 1914, leaving Ostend on the 11th October just before the Germans 
captured the town. The Wiltshires arrived in Ypres on the night of the 14th of October 1914, 
having marched all that day.  From there they advanced east, and on the 16/17th October they 
were entrenched astride the road in the area of Reutel and Bedelaere, about six miles east of 
Ypres.  Skirmishes took place with some German Cavalry patrols. During the night, the enemy 
were massing opposite the right flank of the trenches, approximately 400 yards away from where 
Arthur was.  No. 15 Platoon opened fire on the enemy, and soon all joined in.   
 
During this firefight Arthur was killed. His remains or grave were never identified or recovered; 
he is instead remembered on the Menin Gate at Ypres, along with over 50,000 other soldiers that 
have no known grave. 
 
Blundell’s School Magazine when reporting his death wrote “His death, we are assured by one 
who knew him well, was one which he himself would have chosen.” 
 
It is not known whether Arthur ever saw his son, as he left England in early October 1914. Young 
Arthur Frank Magor grew up to marry Lilian Pakenham-Walsh in 1940, and served as a Captain in 
the Wiltshire Regiment in WW2.  Unfortunately, he died in Alexandria, Egypt in November 1941, 
leaving no children.   
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Private Albert Mannell 
 

Cattle Boy on Farm, of Bodinnick, St Tudy 
 

6th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 
Born 22 November 1896, Died of Wounds 19th September 1916, 
aged 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albert was born in Lanteglos Workhouse in Camelford.  His mother was Mary Emma Mannell, who 
was born in Bodmin in 1873, the daughter of a rural postman.  Mary worked as a domestic servant 
at East Cornwall Hospital in 1891, but moved to Plymouth in 1899 when she married Robert Ford.  
The Ford’s had two sons, William who was born in 1900 and Robert who was born in 1903, neither 
of these sons went to war.   
 
Albert was adopted by John and Phillipa Nicholls of Bodinnick, St Tudy, as a very young baby, and 
as far as we know, lived with them until he enlisted. His christening is registered in both 
Camelford Methodist Church and St. Tudy Chapel for the same day, 18th of February 1897, when 
we assume he came to live with the Nicholls family.  It was not known why the Nicholls adopted 
Albert, but there may be a family connection through marriage and Phillipa Nicholls was the 
local midwife and may have known of his birth. 
 
Albert left school at the age of 14 and obtained employment as a farm labourer and cattle boy.  
He is recorded on the 1911 Census as working as a cattle boy on a farm.  His adopted father, 
John Nicholls, was also a cattleman and oversaw workings of the farm at Boddinick, so it is 
probable that Alfred worked with John on the farm. 
 
Albert joined the 5th Battalion DCLI on the 14th of December 1914 and moved to the 6th Battalion 
DCLI on 11th of May 1915, where he was recorded as being 19 years and six months of age and 
5ft 9 inches tall. Albert, and George Parsons (see page 23), were initially posted to the 3rd 
Training and Reserve Battalion DCLI at Freshwater Fort, Isle of Wight, to carry out recruit 
training. Then in November 1915, he joined the 6th Battalion DCLI, then operating in the Ypres 
Salient. In March 1916 the 6th Battalion moved and were deployed in the final stages of the Battle 
of Delville Wood in August 1916, then the Battle of Guillemont on the 3rd to the 6th of September, 
and finally the Battle of Flers-Courcelette on the 15th to the 22nd of September where Albert was 
wounded, one of the 294 soldiers out of a Battalion of 550 who were killed or injured in that last 
engagement.  15 of the 20 officers were also killed or wounded.   
 
His friend George Parsons survived, only to be killed in May 1917 whilst doing vital maintenance 
work. 
 
Albert was transferred to No. 36 Casualty Clearing Station at Heilly, where he died of wounds on 
the 19th of September 1916. He is remembered with honour at the Heilly Station Cemetery, 
Méricourt-l´Abbé. 
  



 10 

Private William Charles Morrish (Willie) 
 

Houseman, Servant of Penvose Mill, St Tudy 
 

1/5th Battalion Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry 
 

 
Born: 3rd November 1894, Killed in Action: 31st March 1918, aged 
23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Charles Morrish was born in St Tudy village in 1895, known as Willie, he was the second 
child of John and Mary Jane Morrish. 
 
Willie's father, John, was also born in St Tudy and worked on a farm in charge of a team of horses.  
His mother, Mary Jane Neal, was born in Michaelstow, and married John there in 1888. 
 
They were a large family of 12 children, 10 survived, and moved to Penvose Mill sometime between 
1901 and 1911.   
 
In 1911 Willie was working as a Houseman or Servant at Vearndor Farm, Tetcott, Holsworthy for 
a widowed Mr Woodley, who was a farmer.   
 
He enlisted in February or March 1916, aged 21, and joined the 1/5th Battalion Territorial Force of 
the DCLI. His brothers, Thomas and Frederick, also joined the DCLI, and survived. 
 
In April 1916, the Battalion became a Pioneer Battalion of the 61st Division. On the 22nd of April 
1916, they mobolised for war and landed at Le Havre, engaging in various actions on the Western 
Front including the attack at Fromelles in 1916, the operations of the Ancre, the German retreat 
to the Hindenburg Line, the Battle of Langemark and the German counter attacks in 1917. 
 
At midday on the 23rd March 1918, the 1/5th DCLI was ordered to mount an immediate attack on 
the village of Varlaines. As they lined up readying themselves for the order to advance, the band 
of the 7th Battalion stepped up and played them Trelawney in support.  It was very unusual for the 
musicians to have their instruments in the front line because they were the stretcher bearers.  
Many consider this as possibly the last occasion that a British Military Force was played into battle. 
 
The 1st/5th DCLI successfully took Verlaines, but at the loss of 800 men.  Such was their valour 
that Sir Douglas Haig mentioned them specifically in his account of The Great War.  
 
It was at the Battle of Hangard Wood, in the St. Quentin area, some eight days later, on the 31st 
March 1918, that Willie Morrish was Killed in Action, aged 23. 
 
He is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Panel 45. 
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Private John Nicholls (Jack) 
 

Groom of School Street, St Tudy 
 

1st Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 

 
Born 11th January 1893, Killed in Action 4th October 1917, aged 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John, or Jack as he was known as, was born in School Street, Churchtown, the fourth child of 
Harry and Lena Augusta Nicholls (nee Richards).   
 
Jack’s father, Harry, was also born in St Tudy, and worked as a servant, a shoemaker, general 
farm labourer and then a groom.  Jack’s Mother, Anna Richards – she also called herself Bessie, 
was born in Delabole. The Nicholls family has been in St. Tudy since the late 1500’s, though Jack 
may not be a direct descendant of the original family. 
 
Jack had three older siblings and five younger. They all attended St Tudy School.  Jack’s father 
worked on the Stephen’s farm at Tregaddock, which was a large farm of 480 acres at that time. 
Jack became a groom and James worked as a farm labourer, probably on the same farm as their 
father.   
 
Jack enlisted with Gordon Burden (see Page 5) on the 15th of November 1915 and was assigned 
to the 1st Battalion of the DCLI, which fought at the Western Front from 1914 to 1917, then 
moved to Italy in 1918.   
 
Jack’s final hours on the 4th of October 1917 were spent during a fierce 13 hour day of fighting 
for the Cornwalls’, with the Devons’ at their side, at the Battle of Broodseinde.  He was first 
reported missing, then confirmed Killed in Action some time later. 
 
He is buried at Hooge Crater Cemetery, not far away.  Hooge is a small village on the Menin Road 
around two miles from Ypres. Jack left behind a fiance, Eileen Madelene Bell, who didn’t marry 
until 1940, and kept the engagement ring that Jack had given her, all her life. 
 
His brothers all survived, but his nephew, Ernest James Nicholls, the son of his brother James, 
died in WW2 and is buried in St Tudy Churchyard. 
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Private Alfred Osborne 
 

Farm Labourer of Elm Cottage, School Street, St Tudy 
 

C Company, 10th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 

 
Born 6th September 1879, Died of Wounds 23rd March 1917, aged 
37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alfred was born in St Tudy, to John Meneer Osborne and Ann Osborne (nee Rowe).  He had nine 
siblings and his younger sister, Edith, married Alfred Sloggett Worth.  Alfred’s father, John was 
born in Egloshale and worked in various jobs, he was a Stonemasons labourer, Agricultural 
Labourer and a Road Man.  His mother was born in St Tudy, and the Rowe family had lived in St 
Tudy for many generations before her.   
 
Educated at St. Tudy School 1886 - 1893, Alfred married Lily Worth in St Tudy in 1903, they 
had two daughters, Daisy and Nora and by 1911 they were all living in a two roomed 
cottage in Churchtown. Lily Worth was born in St Teath in 1879 and died, aged 77, in St 
Tudy 1956. The Osborne / Worth families still have a number of descendants living in St 
Tudy.   
 
In 1915, Alfred enlisted in the 10th Battalion DCLI at Camelford.  This became one of the 
outstanding Pioneer battalions on the Western Front.  The role required physically robust 
tradesmen and labourers, who were also highly trained infantrymen.  They followed the fighting, 
repairing damaged roads, replacing destroyed bridges over rivers, constructing command posts 
and dug outs for the advancing Allied Forces.  This was dangerous work, often carried out at 
night and within range of the German front line. 
 
In March 1917, the Germans were withdrawing to behind the Hindenburg Line, leaving roads 
cratered and blocked by trees, bridges destroyed and masses of booby traps.  The 10th Battalion 
were fully employed clearing the way for the British guns and ammunition of the 2nd Division to 
move forward and engage the enemy as they fell back.   
 
On the 20th of March C and D Companies had made an early start to work on Grevillers-Albert-
Bapaume road, allowing artillery previously held up to move along.  During this period of action 
there was very little time to write up War Diaries and there is no detail of exactly how Alfred 
was wounded.  We know that the 10th moved with the 6th Brigade to Senlis Camp on the 22nd of 
March where there was a hospital, and is where Alfred died during the night of the 23rd of March 
1917.   
 
He is remembered at the Warloy-Baillon Communical Cemetery Extension. 
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Private George Parsons 

 
Horseman and later a General Servant of Penvose, St Tudy 

 

6th Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 
 
Born 1882, Killed in Action 7th May 1917, aged 34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Arthur Parsons was the first born child of William Henry and Elizabeth Parsons (nee 
Kellow) of Littlewood, St Mabyn.   George’s father was born in St Eval in 1842, and his mother 
in St Kew in 1856, where George himself was born. 
 
George lived in St Kew Highway in 1891 along with his six brothers and sisters. By 1901 George 
was working as a horseman on Mr. Johns farm in Probus.  He then moved to St Tudy and in the 
1911 Census was working as a general servant for Richard and Jane Elford, retired farmers, at 
Penvose, St Tudy. 
 
He enlisted in Bodmin on the 10th of May 1915, a few days before Albert Mannell (see page 15).  
Both he and Albert were posted to the 3rd Training Reserve Battalion DCLI within a few days and 
were posted to France with the 6th Battalion in March 1916.  He joined the Battalion in the Ypres 
Salient and then moved to the Arras area.  He fought alongside his friend Albert Mannell in the 
final stages of the Battle of Delville Wood in August, then the Battle of Guillemont on the 3rd 
and 6th of September, and the battle of Flers-Courcellette on the 15th to the 22nd of September 
where his friend Albert died of wounds.   
 
George was one of the 256 soldiers from the original 550 who survived the battle uninjured. He 
would have known of his friend’s death. On the 7th of May 1917, the War Diary for the 6th Battalion 
states that work was being carried out digging and improving fire and communication trenches, 
as they had done the day before.  There were two casualties that day, George was one of them. 
 
George’s mother lost two of her sons – George, her eldest and her youngest, Ernest. Ernest who 
also worked as a horseman on a farm in the Ladock area in 1911, joined the 2nd Battalion, 
Devonshire Regiment.  He was killed in action on the 7th of April 1918, aged 22, on the day that 
his Regiment moved out to travel to Italy.    
 
George must have been working in the St Mabyn area at the time of enlistment, as he is also 
named on the St Mabyn and Ladock Memorials. 
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Private William John Pryor 
 

Horseman of Polshea, St Tudy 
 

Australian Imperial Force 10th/31st Battalion 
 
Born 23rd June 1887, Killed in Action on 10th April 1918, aged 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Born in St Kew, William was the eldest son of Thomas and Emily Pryor.  Thomas Pryor and Emily 
Crahart married in 1886, and lived at Polshea.  They had 12 children, William being the third 
child. 
 
In 1911 William was working as a Horseman on a farm in St Mabyn. Shortly after this he emigrated 
to Brooklet, a small village near Lismore in New South Wales, Australia, where he worked on a 
local farms, the last farm being owned by the Johnston Family. He seemed to fit in to his new 
surroundings very well, joined the local Methodist Church and worked with the Sunday School 
and Christian Endeavour Society. 
 
William joined the Australian Imperial Force on the 19th June 1916, and signed up at Lismore, 
New South Wales. He completed his training at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane, Queensland, 
Australia. 
 
William had already lost a good friend to the war the year before, the son of his employer, Mr. 
Johnston. Perhaps it was this that prompted him to join up or perhaps one of the patriotic 
carnivals held in the area. After four months training William embarked on the “Boonah” which 
sailed from Brisbane on the 21st October 1916.  After a three month voyage, he disembarked in 
Plymouth and was hospitalised briefly in Plymouth, but recovered sufficiently to travel to France 
on the 25th April 1917. 
 
The 10th/31st Battalion was involved in follow up operations when the German Army withdrew 
to the Hindenburg Line, and it was whilst they were resting in Bourgancourt Farmhouse near  
Varre on the 10th of April 1918 at mid-day, that three shells hit the Farmhouse, and William was 
killed instantly, together with about 20 others.   
 
His death was reported in the Northern Star, New South Wales, on Monday 12th August, 1918 and 
a Memorial Service was held for William.   
 
His employer, and father of his friend, Mr Johnston, said that William had many sterling qualities, 
his uprightness and honesty of purpose, gained him the goodwill and esteem of all that he came 
in contact with.  Part of the transcript of the service reads: “Today we mourn one who had life 
before him, life with all the possibilities of the 20th Century.  He has sacrificed it all and laid 
down his life.”  “Many of you here find it hard to believe that William Pryor is dead. The 
protection of the weak, the saving of civilisation, the making of a similar war impossible in the 
future, surely this is a noble cause, and William Pryor speaks of it to-day”. 
 
He is commemorated in his Australian local area of Newrybar and Brooklet, a small village similar 
to St Tudy.  He is also commemorated on the Australian War Memorial at Canberra, the RSL 
virtual site, and of course, St Tudy. 
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Private Albert Charles Worth 
 

Mortar Mason of Spare Hill House, St Tudy 
 

1/5th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 
 
 
 

Born 24th September 1895, Killed in Action 17th April 1918, aged 
23,                           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Albert was born in St Tudy, and he was the third son of William Henry and Mary Worth (nee 
Brock).  Both William and Mary were born in St Tudy. 
 
He had ten older sisters and two brothers, they were all born in Spare Hill House, the birthplace 
of his Great Great Grandfather, Robert Worth, and his Grandparents, John and Elizabeth (nee 
Sloggett). 
 
Albert started at St Tudy School on the 10th of October 1898 and attended until approximately 
1912, when he joined the family building business as a mortar mason.   
 
He enlisted in Bodmin in November 1915 with his eldest brother William, and they both joined 
the 1/5th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.  The middle brother, Alfred Sloggett Worth 
enlisted in Bodmin at the same time, but joined the Royal Engineers at Chatham, serving in the 
Pioneer Battalion, the Liverpool Regiment. 
 
Their cousin, Cyril George Hicks Worth (see page 29), also enlisted in Bodmin, but in April 1917.  
He enlisted in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 4th Battalion. 
 
In May, Albert and William were posted to Leventie in France and in October were sent to the 
Somme, fighting in various engagements until May 1917.  In June and July they served at Arras, 
then Ypres in August where the Germans made a heavy attack on the British lines, but were 
eventually repulsed. 
 
The Battalion was sent to Cambrai and back to the Ypres Salient.  They took part in the action 
from La Bassée to Ypres which commenced on the 11th of April 1918.   
 
There was very heavy engagement west of Armentière at Merville, following which Albert was 
reported missing, presumed killed. 
 
The next day his cousin Cyril was also killed a few miles away. Albert’s brother, William, went 
on to fight at Estaire until the Armistice, returning to Spare Hill House, St Tudy, where he died 
in 1974, just short of his 90th birthday.  His middle brother, Alfred, was wounded at St. Quentin 
and died in St Tudy in 1938. 
 
Albert is remembered with honour at Loos Memorial. 
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Private Cyril George Hicks Worth 

 
Mortar Mason, Hengar Cottage, St. Tudy 

 
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 4th Battalion 

 
 
Born 4th March 1899, Killed in Action 18th April 1918, aged 19 
 
 
 
 
Cyril was born in St Tudy and was the eldest son of Arthur Worth 
and Mary Ann Hicks. 
 
 
 

Arthur Worth was born in St Tudy and worked as a Mortar Mason.  Cyril’s Mother, Mary Ann Hicks, 
was born in 1876 in Blisland.  They lived in Hengar Cottage, St Tudy.   
 
There were only two children, Cyril’s younger brother was Horace Lonzel Worth.  Horace was 
born in December 1908 in St Tudy, and was too young to join up for WW1.  He too lived in the 
cottage on Hengar Lane and became a Mason. In later years he then moved to Bodmin where he 
died in 2003. 
   
Cyril’s older cousin was Albert Charles Worth, and both Cyril and Albert started at St Tudy School 
on the 4th May 1903,  they both attended for the next ten years. 
 
Cyril enlisted at Bodmin on the 2nd of April 1917, and served in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 
and was transferred to the 4th Battalion, formed on the 26th of February 1918, from the Machine 
Gun Companies of the 4th Division, when the army was reorganised.  They were in action on The 
Somme, then returned to Flanders fighting in the Defence of Hinges Ridge during the Battle of 
Hazebrouck and in the Battle of Bethune.   
 
It was at the Battle of Bethune on the 18th of April that his unit was surrounded by the enemy 
near Merville.  Cyril volunteered to accompany the Sergeant in Charge to examine the position 
to see in which direction they could retire.  On proceeding, they came upon a number of Germans 
who suddenly opened fire on them.  Cyril fell, killed instantly.  His Sergeant was wounded and 
taken prisoner. 
 
Sadly, Albert Worth (see page 27), Cyril’s Cousin, also died in WW1.  He had joined the 1/5th 
Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry and was Killed in Action the day before Cyril, in the 
same area - Merville, on the 17th of April 1918.  They were probably only a few miles apart from 
each other. 
 
Cyril was buried by the Germans in Bout Deville German Cemetery, and is remembered at Vieille-
Chapelle New Military Cemetery, Lacouture, France. 
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Many parents, widows and friends ensured that their loved one’s deaths were marked in the 
local papers with short obituaries and poems. Here is one such, written for Jack Nicholls: 
 
 

We do not know what pain he bore; 
We did not see him die, 

Distance made the blow severe 
As we could not say goodbye 

One of the dearest, one of the best, 
May God grant him eternal rest. 

He has done his duty. 
 

The famous lines below, by Lawrence Binyon, were composed on the cliffs at Pentire Head just 
a few miles from St Tudy. 

 

 
 

The St Tudy Historical Society hopes you will find this small booklet of interest. 
 

In 2013 the late Mr Chris Selby created the St Tudy Historical Society with the prime aim of 
researching the original 13 names of St Tudy men lost in the ‘Great War’ 

of 1914 – 1918. 
 

Since 2014 The Society has remembered each man in a simple commemoration service at the 
St Tudy War Memorial on the date of their loss. 

 
All proceeds go to the Royal British Legion. 

 
For more information about the individuals mentioned here and St Tudy’s history please see 

our website 
 

www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk 
 


