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TREMEER: THE STORY OF A HOUSE AND GARDEN 

 

INTRODUCTION 

‘Once upon a time’….. in 1998 Edward and Vanessa George having lived in the same house in 
Dulwich for 29 years, began thinking about the country and the coming retirement of Edward.  
‘One less busy weekend we caught a train to Plymouth, hired a car and went to look at a house 
called Tremeer in St. Tudy in North Cornwall.  It was a large house surrounded by what turned 
out to be a well-known Cornish garden, planted with Rhododendrons, Camellias and Azalias  by a 
General who had lived in the house from 1945.   Looking back it was an adventure and a project 
to put the house right and into good order.  We decided to purchase the property.  We expected 
that as newcomers we would remain just that for many years but fortunately, (at least in part 
because Edward was the Governor of the Bank of England, but not only for that reason), we 
were welcomed into every aspect of Cornwall life, not least its charitable organisations.    But 
what about the history of Tremeer?  Had the house always looked the same as we found it and 
who were the people and the families who had lived there and in the vicinity since the 16th 
century?   And what was happening in the area around St. Tudy and in other parts of Cornwall 
during the intervening period…….?’    This short pamphlet is an attempt to answer some of the 
questions that such an investigation has thrown up. 

PART 1:  Well into the 17th century Cornwall was a remote and inaccessible county, 
almost a foreign land, with little in common with its neighbours, its population speaking its own 
language that had more to do with Brittany than with any other part of England.  The Romans 
hardly ventured further than Exeter and it was to Exeter that the county turned for its religious 
leadership. Although the Romans barely visited, the same could not said of Duke William of 
Normandy who having conquered at the Battle of Hastings, dispatched Commissioners to all 
quarters of England.  

He ‘sent men all over England to each shire….to find out…. what or how much each landowner 
held….in land and livestock and what it was worth’.1   They came to Cornwall and subsequently 
assembled the results of their labours and in one year (1086) produced what we now choose to 
call The Domesday Book.  In it we find references to St. Kew, Tinten, Colquite, Trevisquite, 
Trewen and Lamellen,  all within a mile or so of St. Tudy, but not Tremeer.  The clear inference 
is that Tremeer did not exist at the time; if it had done so the Commissioners would have found 
it.  The village of St. Tudy also is not mentioned in the Domesday Book but there is a reference 
to it in another set of ‘returns’ from Commissioners in what is known as the Exeter Book (Liber 
Exoniensis)2.  There is however a reference to ‘Kelly Green’ in a deed of 1250; the lord of Kelly 
Green made a grant of land to brothers (priests) to care for the sick.  There is no mention of any 
chapel at Kelly Green where tradition suggests there was one centuries ago.3   

Eight hundred years later the Bishop of Exeter was still the cleric with responsibility for the 
whole of the area until the appointment of a Bishop of Truro in 1877.   Poor road and minimal 
rail communications until the 1850s ensured that Cornwall remained on the fringe of the 
cultural, educational, and economic life of the rest of the country.    Apart from a number of 
gentry and very few members of the nobility the population as a whole was poor and struggled 
to exist in what was largely an agricultural area.   Substantial properties were relatively few, 
occupied by families such as the Arundells (Trerice), the Carews, Courtneys, Godolphins, 
Grenvilles, Killigrews, Prideaux, Treffrys and Trelawnys who occupied positions of authority as 

                                                           
1 See Domesday Book, (Cornwall) ed. Caroline and Frank Thorn, (Phillimore Press, Chichester), 1979.  
2 The Manuscript is in the library of Exeter Cathedral. 
3 Victoria History of the County of Cornwall. Vol. 2., p. 192 Kelly Green is within a mile or so of Tremeer 
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magistrates and held other offices under the Crown, and represented the county in Parliament. 
They were not always popular.4   

For the most part Cornwall was unaffected by the wars in which England was engaged overseas 
intermittently throughout the 18th century though fear of French and Spanish invasion was a 
constant threat in the 16th and 17th centuries.  In its remoteness news was always old by the 
time it had travelled by poor highways the seven to ten days journey from London to the 
extreme south west; sometimes it was quicker to travel by sea.  The Arundells were an 
important family in the 1400s and in 1435 and Thomas and John were members of a commission 
to enquire how Edward Burnebury came to drown in a well at ‘Cardinan’ (sic), and in 1441 
Thomas with others was required to investigate an allegation of piracy against ‘certain of the 
king’s subjects of Fowey and Looe who took at sea a vessel of Larmor in Brittany….contrary to 
the peace between the king and his kinsman the duke of Brittany’.  In 1448 John Arundell had 
to enquire into the circumstances in which cloth was exported from Cornwall without the 
payment of customs or subsidies to the king, and in 1467 a further commission examined the 
allegations of piracy against five or six named persons who in Mounts Bay took a ship, landed its 
cargo in Cornwall and distributed the wine contained in the ship among themselves (and drank 
it?).   The outcome of these various enquiries is unknown. Piracy was endemic in these years and 
the records are full of similar instances of such lawlessness5.   A later Thomas Arundell found 
himself in trouble through his friendship with the Duke of Somerset (Edward Seymour, Jane’s 
brother) who was executed in 1552.   

The identity of all of the owners of Tremeer6 is uncertain in the years before the early 
nineteenth century but there is enough extant information to enable us to draw a clear line of 
ownership over the 200 years from 1803 to the present day7.  The plans attached comprise a 
series showing the estate as purchased by Hext8 and subsequent purchasers up to the present 
time.   Tremeer was a discrete estate that in the middle of the 20th century had been 
surrounded by land 102 acres in extent owned by the Denny family.  Over a period of a few 
years that acreage was sold off to the Harris’, the Kempthornes and the Wiltons, all of which 
families still farm the land, as the attached map demonstrates, so that when Edward and 
Vanessa George purchased the house and gardens access to deeds and other legal documents 
make it possible to identify some of the previous owners of Tremeer.   So what do we know for 
certain? 

The records show that in the early years of the 15th century (about 1430) the estate of 
‘Tremeere’ was held by a branch of the Treffry family though there is no detail extant regarding 
the size of the house that stood on it.  The Treffrys9 owned estates in the Fowey area and 
elsewhere.  In 1434 John Treffry10 was one of the arbitrators in a dispute between Richard  

                                                           
4
 The rebels ‘conceived a wonderful hatred against gentlemen and taken them all as their enemies’. R B Manning, 

Village Revolts: Social Protest and Popular Disturbances in England, 1509-1640.  London, (1988).    In June 1548 six 
prominent persons including Thomas Trefrye and Thomas St. Abyn (sic), were named by the king to remain at home in 
Cornwall in case of invasion.  Calendar of State Papers of Edward VI, Domestic, HMSO, no. 108.   
5
 Calendar of Inquisitions Miscellaneous, 1422-1485.  See references to ‘Cornwall’. 

6
 In the 15

th
 c. the named was spelt variously Tremeere, or Tremure (see Maclean, Parochial and Family History of the 

Deanery of Trigg Minor, (1897), London, pp. 352-4.  Maclean’s book contains a considerable amount of information 
regarding properties, and families in the Deanery though subsequent research has shown that some of his conclusions 
are erroneous. 
7
 See Appendix 1 for a list of the Deeds of Conveyance of Tremeer. 

8
 Purchaser in 1839                                                 

9
 The Arms of the Treffrys can be found in Samuel Kent, The Grammar of Heraldry, published in London in 1718. Two 

Treffrye girls were married in St. Tudy Church on 25 September 1563 (St. Tudy Marriage Register) 
10

 In 1500 another John Treffry (knight) bequeathed goods and money to the priory at Tywardreath:  Victoria History 
of England (Cornwall) vol.2. p. 292. He also made a bequest to the Franciscans of Bodmin; Ibid, p.282. The Treffrys 
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Flamank and the Prior of Bodmin11.  It was in Bodmin that on 3 November 1483, in rebellion 
against Richard III, recently crowned in London, that Henry Tudor was proclaimed the lawful and 
rightful king of England.  It is unclear how far the west country was actively involved though 
some rebels were caught and executed.  The rebellion at that stage was quickly dealt with but 
within two years Richard died at Bosworth.12 It is unclear as to whether that Richard Flamank 
was related to Thomas Flamank of Bodmin who in 1497 induced many Cornishmen with the 
support of Michael Joseph, a blacksmith, to rebel against the imposition of certain taxes 
imposed by Henry VII13.   Somewhere near 5000 of them took part in the long march from St. 
Keverne to London but the ultimate collapse of the rebellion at the battle of Blackheath in in 
June 1497 resulted in the death of large numbers of Cornishmen, and the subsequent execution 
of the ring-leaders.14   In September of the same year Perkin Warbeck landed in Cornwall 
claiming to be the lawful king of England, proclaimed himself Richard IV in Bodmin15 (where he 
was welcomed) and was quickly defeated, having persuaded 3000 Cornishmen to join him in 
another forlorn escapade.16  A little over 50 years later in June 1549 the Cornish rebelled again, 
this time on account of religion, leading to a series of battles with the King’s armies in and 
around the Exeter area that lasted until the end of August. Many members of the Cornish gentry 
were involved.  

This uprising began in Bodmin (yet again) and Sampford Courtney in Devon only days after 
Edward VI decreed that the new English Prayer Book was to be used in all Parish Churches from 
Whitsunday 1549.  Thousands of Cornish devoted to their Catholic liturgy wanted no part of a 
Prayer Book in English.  The outcome was predictable and no different from 1497; many Cornish 
were killed in skirmishes around Exeter, and large numbers were hanged when the uprising was 
finally defeated.17  Sir Anthony Kingston has ever since been execrated for the gratuitous 
brutality to those he caught.  One who helped to defeat the Cornish was a certain William Lower 
of St. Winnow.  Was he any relation to the Lowers who lived one hundred years later at 
Tremeer?18  We do not know.  There is no indication that the owners of Tremeer were infected 
by the religious and political turmoil of the later years of Henry VIII and the troubles of the early 
years of Edward’s reign 19.  Those who were able avoided the turmoil of those years, while 
around the comings and goings of successive owners of Tremeer the latent hostility between the 
Cornish and rest of England simmered.  They were seen by the English as ‘an inherently 
rebellious people’.  During the Tudor and early Stuart periods six major rebellions occurred in 

                                                                                                                                                                                                
feature on several pages of Halliday, History of Cornwall, and were clearly a wealthy family. In a primarily Catholic 
county they were Protestants like the Edgcumbes, Killigrews and Godolphins. 
11

 Bodmin lies eight miles to the south east of St. Tudy and Tremeer. 
12

 David Baldwin, Richard III, Stroud, 2013, p. 143.  The Duke of Buckingham who was at the heart of this rebellion had 
been executed the day before, having been betrayed to Richard’s forces by a former servant of his.  
13

 The taxes were to finance a war in Scotland, a remote, and to the Cornish, irrelevant country. Flamank was a lawyer 
(and Mayor?) of Bodmin.  Michael Alexander, The First of the Tudors, London, (1981), pp.116-8.  
14

 Julian Cornwall, The Revolt of the Peasantry (London 1977):  Richard Carew of Anthony: The Survey of Cornwall, (ed. 
F E Halliday) London, (1953). Jennifer Loach: Edward VI, London, (1999) 
15

 Bodmin was the county town of Cornwall until fairly recently; it frequently featured as a centre of popular unrest. 
16

 He landed at Whitesand Bay with 100 men but within two weeks all was over when he surrendered abjectly and 
went to the Tower.  He was hanged in 1499 after another scheme to usurp the throne was discovered involving the 
earl of Warwick who was also executed.  S R Chrimes, Henry VII, London, (1972). 
17

 Geoffrey Gibbons: The Prayer Book Rebellion and the Particularity of the Tudor South-West, MA Dissertation, 
Warwick University, (1995).pp. 55, 59.  R. Carew The Survey of Cornwall, ed. Halliday (1969): Calendar of State Papers 
of the Reign of Edward VI. Public Record Office: Troubles Connected with the Prayer Book: ed. J Pocock, Camden Series 
(1884). 
18

 Julian Cornwall: Revolt of the Peasantry, London, (1977), p. 205. 
19

 The matrimonial problems of the King directly influenced his decision to break from Rome and the Papal control 
that the Church exercised, and led to the dissolution of the Monasteries and Chantries, (Bodmin, Tywardreath, St. 
Germans and Glasney among them) and ultimately brought about the rebellions in Cornwall by a committed Catholic 
community resentful and suspicious of the move towards religious change. 
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Cornwall, the last in 1648 in the course of the Civil War, and that last defeat gave the coup de 
grace to traditional Cornishness.   

Tremeere may have remained in the hands of the Treffry family20 until 1593 when Nicholas 
Treffry had to make a payment charged upon the Tremeere property (in the parish of St. Udy) to 
Humphrey Nicholl21 and Edward Lower, described as ‘a Gentleman’22.   As the name of Treffry 
disappears from the Subsidy Roll for St. Tudy for the following year and an assessment was made 
on Humphrey Nicholl for £15 per annum relative to the property, it is reasonable to suppose that 
Nicholl had acquired the title to it. By 1600 the name of Edward Lower23 is recorded as occupier 
of the estate of Tremeere, when he is rated at £5 per annum, and later in 1626 it appears that 
Edward Lower purchased Tremeere ‘in the Parish of St. Udye’ from Richard and Nicholas Treffry 
paying for the ‘6d. per annum’.  After the death of one Hugh Roscarrock, an inquisition in 1617 
records that ‘he held the manor of Helston from Edward Lower of the Manor Tremeere’. 

The Lower family owned Tremeere (or Tremeer as it was also known) for three generations and 
Humphrey, the eldest son of Edward Lower inherited it, while the second son settled at 
Tregreenwell at Michaelstowe (sic), three miles distant.   Humphrey Lower married Marjorie 
Billing of Hengar and died in 1683 three years before his wife, leaving three sons, the eldest of 
whom (Edward) inherited Tremeer, while the second son, Richard was baptised in St. Tudy 
Church in January 1632 and lived to become an eminent physician and a member of the Royal 
Society of which he was a Fellow24. His younger brother Thomas was also baptised in St. Tudy 

                                                           
20

 The Treffrys had an impressive house at Fowey. ‘a faire and ancient house, Castle-wise builded’,  Ibid. Carew of 
Anthony pp. 24, 55:  William Treffry was a commissioner for the peace in Fowey:  Carew, Ibid, pp. 155, 159 and 209 
who devoted ‘rare gifts of learning, wisdom and courage’ to the good of his County. See also A L Rowse, Tudor 
Cornwall, London, (1947), pp. 406, 410: In Halliday’s History of Cornwall there are many references to the Treffrys 
from the time of Richard III onward.  They were clearly a wealthy family and in a predominantly Catholic county were 
Protestants like the Godolphins, Killigrews and Edgcumbes. 
20. Edward Lower married Mary daughter of Humphrey Nicholl of Penvose in April 1594.  Isabella also a daughter of 
Humphrey Nicholl, married in February 1599 Robert Scawen, one of whose children William lived at St. Germans, was 
possessed of much property and suffered greatly during the Civil War and after. William Scawen, son of Robert 
became in time Cornwall’s greatest antiquarian. Mark Stoyle, West Britons, University of Exeter Press, (2002), p. 136 
et seq.  There is known to be a William Lower, a playwright and translator but it seems unlikely (despite what we read 
in the Dictionary of National Biography) that he was born at Tremeer and was the son of John Lower of Tremeer 
(1584-1645).  This William Lower was born in 1610 and by June 1644 was a Lt- Colonel in the King’s Army. He was 
knighted in 1645, was captured, held prisoner by the New Model Army.  Released he went overseas probably to the 
Low Countries where his uncle Sir Nicholas Lower had property and who died in 1653, leaving it to Sir William and his 
cousin Thomas (see Footnote 16).  Sir William translated works from the French and wrote at least two plays, 
returning to England in 1661 when his cousin Thomas Lower died leaving his estate to Sir William Lower who himself 
died in 1662 leaving his property to his daughter Elizabeth. His burial place is unknown.  The connection between Sir 
William Lower and Tremeer is tenuous at best.   
 
22

 However the name Tremere is shown on John Norden’s Map of Trigg Hundred that was published in about 1597 
and adjacent to the name ‘Tremeer’ appears the name ‘Edw. Lower’.   John Norden’s Manuscript Maps of Cornwall…. 
W. Ravenhill, Exeter, (1972); see The Map of Trigg Hundred which had ’only one market town’, Bodmyn. 
23

 There are references to Lowers of an earlier period in the area of St. Winnow and Treloske. See: A L Rowse, Tudor 
Cornwall, London, (1947), pp. 446-8. 
24

By the time that this happened the Civil War was over, Charles I had been executed, Oliver Cromwell had come and 

gone, and Charles II was on the throne.  But the Civil War had not left Cornwall untouched.  The County was hotly 

contested during the Civil War and the Commonwealth Army was defeated at Lostwithiel in 1643 before the final 

collapse of royalist resistance in 1646.  As a largely Royalist county, much of Cornwall supported Charles I and his son, 

but Commonwealth armies finally overran Torrington in Devon, Launceston, Bodmin, Lostwithiel and Truro from 

which the Prince of Wales (later Charles II) had fled to the Scilly Isles and thence to Jersey in 1646.  See Mark Stoyle, 

West Britons, Exeter, (2002); See: John Wardman The Forgotten Battle: Torrington, 1646, Torrington, (1996) pp. 148-
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Church in August 1633.  Richard Lower married Elizabeth, daughter and heir of John Billing of 
Hengar25 and died in 1690.26  His elder brother Edward who inherited Tremeer left an only 
daughter who married John Keptell who survived his wife and sold Tremeer to Richard Betenson.  
His son of the same name succeeded him and in 1706 married Ann Alee of Camelford who after 
her husband’s death married Charles Hamline, Surgeon, also of Camelford, and bore him two 
sons. It is at least a possibility that the marriage ceremony was conducted by the then Rector St. 
Tudy, Edward Trelawney.  Edward Trelawney was Archdeacon and Dean of Exeter and Rector of 
St. Tudy from 1677 for fifty years being a second cousin of Jonathan Trelawney, Bishop of Bristol 
who is remembered in the well-known and often-sung ‘Trelawney’.  In 1756 Ann Hamline then a 
widow, jointly with her sons Charles and Daniel, (who must have had a financial interest in the 
estate) sold Tremeer to John Symons of St. Maben (sic).  In October 1757 John Symons sold the 
whole property to Christopher Treise who was knighted in 176027.  From him the estate passed 
to his nephew Sir John Morshead whose irregular financial arrangements landed the estate of 
Tremeer in the Chancery Court.  Under a decree of the Court it was transferred in 1791 to 
James Read MD, who rebuilt the house and much enlarged it in 1798. 28 29 

James Read died in 1801 leaving five children, two sons and three daughters.  The eldest son  
died unmarried in 1809 and the younger son, a Lieutenant in the Royal Marines was killed in  

                                                                                                                                                                                                
169.  Richard Lower was educated at Westminster School, and attended Christ Church Oxford, matriculating in 1651.  

The other brother Thomas was also a physician baptised at St. Tudy in 1633 who having made the acquaintance of 

George Fox the Quaker, was later arrested with him in Worcestershire in 1676 and remained with him in Launceston 

prison for a year.  He served further terms of imprisonment until pardoned in 1686.  Thereafter he practised as a 

physician in London, loyal to the Quakers, and died at the age of 88 in 1720 a year after his wife Mary Fell, the 

daughter of Judge Thomas Fell of Ulverston. Mary Fell was the step-daughter of George Fox and no doubt it is through 

that marriage that Thomas Lower first came into contact with George Fox. Thomas Lower and wife Mary had ten 

children, five of whom died in infancy.  For more information on the Lowers (Richard, Thomas and William) see the 

Dictionary of National Biography. In the Anglos-Dutch wars of 1672-74, Dutch ships bombarded Fowey but with no 

success. 

25
 Many years later Hengar Manor became the home of the Onslow family whose many memorials decorate  St. Tudy 

Church and cover a period of over 100 years up to the early 20
th

 century. 
26

 Richard Lower was educated at Christ Church, Oxford, became a surgeon and successfully performed a blood 
transfusion between sheep (probably at Oxford) in the presence (it is said) of Charles II. The Diary of Samuel Pepys 
records that on ‘July 3

rd
 1667 he saw ‘Lowre (sic) dissect several eyes of sheep and oxen’.  Lower died it appears from 

catching a severe cold ‘that put him into a feaver and killed him in a few days’. His reputation as a physician resulted 
in his appointment as medical attendant upon the King, Charles II.   He was a member of the Royal Society and of the 
College of Physicians and ‘was esteemed the most noted physician in Westminster and London’ though his strong 
Protestant views lead to disfavour with James II.  It has been suggested that in some way Christopher Wren 
contributed to the transfusion experiment of Richard Lower.  While Wren and Lower were almost exact 
contemporaries and both were at Oxford Colleges at the same time, there is no clear evidence that Wren had a hand 
in the Lower demonstration. Wren became an MA at Oxford in 1653 (Lower in 1655) but Wren’s anatomical studies 
and experiments about intravenous injections into animals occurred about 1656, long before Lower’s work on blood 
transfusion. (See entry in Dictionary of National Biography). There is a slate stone engraved with the name of Richard 
Lower in St. Tudy Church close to the Lectern on which there is still visible the date ‘1691’.  There is little else to be 
seen; the wearing effect of innumerable feet has effaced the remainder. 
27

 He was MP for Bodmin from 1762-68 as was John Morshead from 1790-1802 (Baronet 1784).  The relevant 
document is a Release and Conveyance dated 2 April 1791. 
28

 Much work seems to have been involved in pulling down the rear of the property which was rebuilt to form the 
front of the current property, and the rear of the present house is the only part remaining of the former property and 
bears signs of having been the original main entrance from what is now Tremeer Lane. 
29

 If it ever reached Cornwall news of the revolution in France that began in 1789 and continued its bloody way for 
two years, must have had minimal impact on the slow moving and conservative rural existence of the residents.  The 
reactionary Bretons were less than enthusiastic about (even hostile to) the revolution in Paris.    
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Cayenne.30 The three daughters Hannah, Susannah, and Barbara married respectively  
William Morris, James Philp and William Hext, a Naval officer who was in due time was 
promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral.31  The three daughters inherited Tremeer in equal shares.   
Hannah died without issue and Tremeer came into the ownership of the two remaining sisters.  
Susannah in 1833 bequeathed her share in Tremeer to her nephew George Hext, second son of  
William Hext so that on the proving of her Will in 1839 the property came into the ownership of  
the Hext family for almost a century.32   By a Lease dated 27 September 1845, William Hext, and   
George Hext, let for a term of 14 years at an annual rental of £140, land including Tremeer total 
82  Acres) in extent to William Rouse and John Hobb Rouse.    There is also extant an Indenture 
of 7 September 1874 in which by way of Mortgage the  Revd George Hext borrowed the princely 
sum of £3500 from Richard Gully Bennet and Francis John Hext on the security of a moiety of 
Tremeer. During the time of their ownership the Hext family enlarged and improved Tremeer 
adding a third storey, the beautiful bow-windows and made other alterations.  The front porch  
which bears date 1899 was part of the work carried out to the property. The dramatic changes  
in England’s fortunes, politically, economically socially and militarily passed by much of the  
County of Cornwall with barely a murmur. 
For a period of time the house was in the occupation of a German family named Herrman but in  
1910 Admiral Sir Arthur May went into occupation and lived there on retirement in 1917 from 
the Navy and died there in 1925.  He had served with contingents going to the relief of General  
Gordon at Khartoum, in time became Naval Medical Director General, retired with the rank  
of Surgeon Vice-Admiral and then knighted.33.   Lady May continued to live at Tremeer with  
her brother Major General T S Baldock until her death in 193734.  At that time the property  
comprised several plots totalling in all about 5 acres and consisted of the Lodge on the  
Wadebridge Road frontage, the drive to the house, plots 308, 311, 312, 314 and 315 on the  
Ordnance Survey plan and on a plan extracted from the Conveyance of 21st August 1939.   
 
PART TWO 
 
In 1939 Lieutenant Colonel E (Eric) G W W Harrison purchased the property from Lieutenant  
Commander G W B Hext and lived there except for the War years when he served in the  

                                                           
30

 Cayenne at this time was the capital of French Guiana, and in the early 1800s Britain was at war with revolutionary 
France and especially with Napoleon, and was committed world-wide to attacking and reducing the French influence 
where-ever it could be found throughout the globe.  This was only one of a series of conflicts between the two 
countries that had begun in the early 1700s and continued intermittently for 100 years, in India, Canada and the 
Americans in their newly formed State.  Mostly the French came off worst, but not always. 
31

 William Hext of Lancarfe and Tredethy (three miles from St. Tudy), was born in 1780 and died in 1866. Tredethy was 
originally a Tudor property much altered since and most latterly the home of Prince Chula of Thailand until the late 
1960s.  It is now an hotel.  Sir Edward Hext (most probably a relative) was MP for Taunton in the last years of the reign 
of Elizabeth 1. 
32

 It is no surprise that so many of those who feature herein were associated with the sea and the royal navy.  Much of 
Cornwall’s economy for centuries had involved the extensive fishing and harvesting of the sea until recently.  The 
names of West Country seamen who fought over the centuries for their Country is endless, but includes among the 
most famous (infamous) Drake, Frobisher, Hawkins, Raleigh, William Bligh and a good many others.  
J. Maclean: Parochial and Family History of the Deanery of Trigg Minor, (1876).  The detail regarding William Bligh in 
this work is not wholly accurate.  He was not born at Tinten in the village of St. Tudy but at Plymouth. There is now a 
plaque in St. Tudy Church.  
33

 He was rewarded for an act of gallantry at Khartoum when he saved HMS Volage and its crew from destruction 
when all the other officers on the vessel became casualties in the fighting. Arthur May was born in June 1854 
educated at Sherborne School, and Kings College Hospital and was awarded MRCS and LRCP.  He joined the Royal 
Navy Medical Service in1878, took part in the Suakin and Nile expeditions.  He had regular promotions and in 1905-09 
served as deputy director-general of the medical department of the Royal Navy. He was awarded the CB in 1911 and 
KCB in 1914. 
34

 Lady May was the first President of St. Tudy Women’s Institute and helped to found others locally and county-wide. 
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Army in England and elsewhere in many capacities, until he sold by public auction substantially  
the whole of the contents of the house in August 1977 when he was 84 years old.  It was largely  
through his work however over the years that the gardens were developed and extensive 
planting  carried out so that today they have the reputation of being one of the best in the 
county.   Throughout the whole of the period of his ownership of Tremeer his keen interest in 
horticulture found expression in the work that was carried out in the gardens.   While he owned 
the property General Harrison acquired two other areas of land to add to that of the Tremeer 
manor house piece.  One was a portion of land five acres area of pasture land located to the 
north of drive of 2.1/2 acres.   These two purchases in extent located to the south of the drive 
from the Lodge to the House, and the other an increased the total area of the Tremeer estate to 
just over twelve acres in all.35 
 
Two articles in Country Life contain substantial reviews of the process whereby General  
Harrison began the creation of his ‘shrub garden’36.  The articles are entitled ‘A New Shrub  
Garden’ and ‘The Making of a Gardener’.  Each are well illustrated with photographs that  
only suffer from being in black and white.   In the words of Eldridge ‘what makes Tremeer so  
exciting is that a virtually new garden has been made since 1945’.    The inspiration for this  
in part came from Harrison’s reading of a book on painting by Winston Churchill and his  
contact with the shrubs, especially rhododendrons, in the garden of Lamellen then  
belonging to E P J Magor.37  Those wonderful plants aroused the enthusiasm of General  
Harrison.    The time he spent with the Army in India between the Wars was another source  
of his developing interest in horticulture.  What is to be seen today is sunstantially the  
result of years of work by him and his dedicated gardener, (in those days Fred Harris).  
A drawing of about 1860 shows no garden at Tremeer and it is fairly certain that at the time  
of Richard Lower there was none then and there is little indication that there was anything  
significant at Tremeer in the intervening period. 
 
Arthur Hellyer’s view that ‘men create gardens but gardens can change the men who make  
or tend them’ is precisely the process that brought Tremeer to the state it is found now.   In  
the thirty years of his ownership of the house and its grounds, General Harrison achieved  
astonishing results, with near 1000 rhododendrons and 300 camellias filling the spaces set  
aside for them.  But with the discipline to be expected of a military man, from the outset he  
began to keep careful records of all that he did in large volumes which still survive as a  
unique record of a unique achievement.   A volume headed ‘Camellias’ records 694  
plantings between 1941 and 1975 and other volumes show what else was done over the  
years.  In his lifetime General Harrison estimated that two thirds of the trees on the estate  
were of his own planting assisted throughout by just one gardener.   Altogether a very  
personal achievement.   Over the years there have been grievous losses especially in the  
years when severe and somewhat unusually heavy frosts over a period of days led to the 
destruction of many fine specimens.  Throughout the years of his ownership General  
Harrison was a successful exhibitor showing regularly in Truro and London and local  
agricultural shows.  In 1969 Harrison won first prize with Roza Harrison a new cultivar  
named for his wife Roza Stevenson as she was before his marriage to her.  She was herself  
an enthusiastic collector of rhododendrons at the home at Tower Court that she shared  
with her husband Jack Stevenson until he died.  Her marriage to General Harrison  in 1961  

                                                           
35

 Eric Harrison, Gunners, Game & Gardens: An Autob iography: London, 1978.  General Harrison’s own words 
describing his life as an Army Gunner, his fondness for hunting shooting and fishing and his dedication to the 
development of the garden at Tremeer make his book a fascinating read.  
36

 ‘A New Shrub Garden in Cornwall’, Tom Edridge, Country Life, 3 November 1960, pp. 1018-1020, and ‘The Making of 
a Gardener’, Arthur Helyer, Country Life, 30 October 1980, pp. 1548-1550.. 
37

 Lamellen located little over a mile away from Tremeer still remains in the hands of the Magor family through a 
daughter of Walter Magor married to Jeremy Peter Hoblyn. 
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gave them both the opportunity to develop Tremeer even more, with specimens from Tower  
Court being transplanted to Tremeer including many hybrids of Roza’ own work.38 
 
Major General Eric George William Warde Harrison was by profession an artilleryman.  He  
was born in 1893 and entered the Army serving in the Royal Artillery through both World  
Wars.  In 1915 he was awarded the Military Cross while a Lieutenant.39 After the War he  
spent some time in India before being appointed to command the Officers Training Unit at  
Oxford University in October 1934 until he vacated that command in October 193840.   
Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel he was sent out to North Africa where he led  
the British Artillery as Commander Corps Royal Artillery part of the IX Armoured Corps that  
landed in Algiers fighting his way through to final victory in Tunisia.   In December 1943 he  
was promoted to the temporary rank of Major General and finished the War in that rank  
when he retired in 1946 after declining the opportunity of the post of General Officer  
Commanding, Siam.  His daily involvement with Tremeer began from that time. On 23rd  
March 1953 he ceased to belong to the reserve for officers and was given the Honorary rank  
of Major General.41   His subsequent career was almost completely horticultural except for  
the year 1960/61 when he held the office of High Sheriff in Cornwall which inevitably  
involved him in in the many duties of the office frequently in the company of the Lord  
Lieutenant of the time Sir Edward Hoblyn Bolitho. In 1955 he had been appointed Deputy  
Lieutenant of the County. 
 
Eric Harrison’s autobiography sometimes gives the impression that he was more concerned,  
up to the date that he started his ‘hands-on’ work at Tremeer, with the fate of the North  
Cornwall hounds, than with any other aspect of his life. His marriage to Roza Stevenson  
enabled him to augment the gardens of Tremeer from species that had existed in Roza  
Stevenson’s home at Tower Court that became world famous for its great collection  
of rhododendron species.  Roza’s death in 1967 after only six years of marriage would have  
defeated a lesser man.  In mid-August 1977 the whole of the contents of Tremeer (less one  
or two items that went to the Royal Artillery Museum) were sold by auction on the premises  
and General Harrison left Tremeer for the last time and lived out the remainder of his life at       
Swallowfield Park near Reading.  He maintained his links with Cornwall fishing in the River  
Test and judging at the Cornwall Spring Flower Show.  In addition to the many hundreds of  
trees and shrubs planted in his time at Tremeer he converted the mill-pond into a river-like  
lake which discharged its slow-moving water down a winding stream.  That stream is now  
spanned by a wooden footbridge of oak installed by Lord George.      
Edward George (as he then was) with his wife Vanessa purchased Tremeer in September  
1998 and their enthusiasm for continuing the work of General Harrison has been a  
significant feature of their occupation.  The premature death of Lord George in April 2009  
was a grievous blow but his keen-ness to continue to make Tremeer a name of importance  
in the world of rhododendrons and camellias has not ended.  Lady George supervises (with  
one gardener) the management of the estate and the completion of the long and laborious  
task of individually identifying and marking every tree and shrub.   It continues to attract  

                                                           
38

 Eric Savill: Rhododendron and Camellia Year Book 1968.pp 48 – 51and Patrick M Synge:’ Rhododendrons and 
Camellias at Tremeer’, Rhododendron and Camellia Year Book, 1970. 
31 General Harrison was awarded the Military Cross on 15 April 1915 ‘for gallantry and initiative at Givenchy on 10 
March 1915 when he rushed up his gun under heavy shell fire and close range rifle fire and destroyed a hostile 
machine gun’. 
40

 He ran in the 120 yards hurdles for England in 1914 and 1920 and competed in the Paris Olympics of 1924. 
41

 The year before his retirement General Harrison was appointed ADC to the King George VI on 6
th

 September 1945.    
He died on 20

th
 December 1987 at the age of 94 years.  He was awarded a CBE on 5

th
 August 1943 (North Africa) , 

Mentioned in Despatches on 22
nd

 February 1945 and created CB on 21
st

 June 1945 both designated as 
‘Mediterranean’. 
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requests from enthusiastic gardening and horticultural organisations to visit it during the  
year when its blossoms are at their best and is open for at least one charity event each year. 
Long before time Vanessa George died much lamented on 19th March 2017, having in the years 
since the death of her husband Edward  continued to maintain and enhance where practicable 
the beauty of the estate of Tremeer.  Its future will now lie in other hands. 
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APPENDIX 1. 

TREMEER: Schedule of Deeds of Conveyance (and other relevant documents) concerning the 
disposition of Tremeer (Lower Tremeer). 

5 July 1919: Will of G T Hext bequeathed Tremeer to his son G W B Hext.  G K Hext died on 2 
August 1919 and his Will was proved on 10 December 1919 

21 August 1939: Lt. Cmdr G W B Hext to Lt. Col. E G W W Harrison  

17 March 1943: Audrey M Harrison to Brig. Eric G W W Harrison 

29 September 1945: F J Philp to Mark W Tait of farm and lands known as ‘Lower Tremeer’ 

27 October 1950: W M Tait to Mr and Mrs C H Denny: This Conveyance is endorsed with  
Memoranda concerning the sale of parcels of land to E G W W Harrison (21 April 1951), to G W 
Roberts (6 January 1971) to S J D Harris and N Harris (20 July 1973, to J Kempstorne (20 July 
1973) to S J D Harris and N Harris (13 May 1983) and to R S Wilton and D E Wilton (22 July 1983) 

21 April 1951: Mr and Mrs Denny to Major General E G W W Harrison 

(16 October 1972: Deed of Settlement: J H C W Hopwood and Schroder Executor and Trustee Co. 
Ltd) 

22 August 1977: E G W W Harrison to Schroder Executor and trustee Co. Ltd 

28 October 1977: Deed of Easement to Schroder Executor and Trustee Co Ltd. 

(8 June 1983: Deed of Appointment: Schroder Executor and Trustee Co. Ltd. To D S Watson and 
M R MacInnes) 

20 December 1990: Trustees of Mrs E D Denny to D R Denny 

1 December 1991: D R Denny to Mrs M Denny of land at Lower Tremeer 

30 September 1998: D S Watson and M R MacInnes to E A J George and C V George 
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APPENDIX 2: 

TOPOGRAPHY OF CORNWALL: 

Cornwall had always been at a disadvantage in relation to the rest of England remote as it was 
from London.  In the mid- 16th century it had no towns the size of Plymouth and even at the end 
of that century there were only thirteen boroughs with charters.  In some ways it had more in 
common with the north west area of France than the nearest English countries and numbered 
among its inhabitants many who came from that region.   In 1544 there were fourteen Breton 
families living at Constantine near Helston.   The areas of moorland which in the 15th and 16th 
centuries were largely deserted tended and beyond agricultural use created a barrier between 
Cornwall and Devon.  The bleak and desolate moors of Bodmin and Dartmoor often shrouded in 
mists and difficult to cross even in the best of weather were a great discouragement to 
travellers.  Such roads as there were had little metalling and were often enough no more than 
tracks narrow and rutted.   Not until the 1980s with the building of the new A30 was there a two 
land highway.  The countryside in the 16th and 17th centuries were a criss-cross of narrow tracks 
between high hedges, and restricted mobility in the county to a much greater extent than 
throughout the rest of the kingdom. Richard Carew in his Survey of Cornwall, concludes that the 
total population of the county to be about 40,000, while Exeter, its spiritual home, had a 
population of about 8000 small enough to be enclosed in a walled city that proved of vital 
importance to its ability to fight off the siege of 1549.  Villages were small and the tiny 
dwellings spartan; the poor cottager contenteth himself with cob for his walls and thatch for his 
covering’.  Even for the better-off glass and plaster were ‘ of late year’s introduction’.  And all 
this at the time when we first have knowledge of Tremeer  and for one hundred years 
thereafter.  Poverty was not uncommon, and agriculture basic and ‘tillage…came far short of 
feeding the inhabitant’s mouths’ with its inevitable impact on the level of adult and child 
mortality.  Fishing was a vital part of the economy and had been for generations and continued 
to be so to present times.   The Church played a critical role in the lives of the communities, 
and gave their names to the villages they served; countless saints went far back to Celtic times, 
and helped to maintain the Cornish language had much more affinity to Brittany than to the rest 
of England.  This narrow horizon created an inward-looking community and led to deep suspicion 
of change and innovation.   We have already noticed the inherent insular instinct of the Cornish 
in the years up the death of Edward VI , and little changed in the years that followed.    

Much of this isolation was due directly to the state of tracks, lanes and roads.  In Tudor times it 
is estimated that there were 4000 miles of tracks in the county but in some areas it was well 
into the 20th century before some of these were tarmacked.     In the Civil War eight horses were 
needed to haul one cannon a few miles.   Celia Fiennes a horse traveller in the early 1700s 
noted the problems of pulling horse-drawn carts along roads full of ruts, uneven with high walls 
on both sides often through lying water42.  By that time mines were being sunk and over the next 
decades increased hugely in number until they became the distinctive feature of the Cornish 
landscape.   The carriage of the results of the mining went almost exclusively by sea, the fastest 
means of transportation.  

37.  The Illustrated Journeys of Celia Fiennes 1682-1712.  ed. Christopher Morris, London 
(1982). 
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NB  TRERICE:    27/8/13 

A portrait of Elizabeth Bromfield, Mrs Darell, 1696 of Trewornan, St. Minver.  Elizabeth B’s 
daughter married Edward Trelawney Rector of St. Tudy1677-1727, Dean of Exeter and 
Archdeacon..   He was a second cousin of Jonathan Trelawney, Bishop of Bristol remembered in 
the song ‘Trelawney’.   Catherine Filiol (portrait), 1st wife of Edward Seymour, Lord Protector 
under Edward VI.  

 


