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1.             INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Historical Analysis is to guide any work to be done on Wetherham House by 
identifying the construction dates and relative cultural value of each part. It is based on a study of 
available documentary sources and a physical examination of the fabric. Further documents may be 
found and other parts of the fabric may be uncovered which revise the conclusions of this document. 
Unless and until that happens we believe the dates and attributions given here should be taken as 
definitive. 

2.             CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 

Wetherham House is a wonderful place, presenting an enchanting mix of spaces, styles and moods. In 
parts it is formal and controlled, in others humble and jumbled; some elements proclaim good design, 
obviously designed with care and thought, others are clearly accidents. Even an untrained eye can see 
Wetherham has been altered and extended on a number of occasions. 

There is little documentary evidence to help unravel the building history but even so when it is put 
together with a physical examination of the fabric much can be stated with reasonable certainty. Five 
principal campaigns of building work have been identified (and given titles):- 

 
1. Early Georgian: circa 1730 – Original Construction 

2. Regency: circa 1825 – Extension and Alteration 

3. Edwardian: circa 1912 – Extension and Alteration 

4. Basil Ionides: circa 1923 – Extension and Alteration 

5. Modern: 2003/4 – Repairs and Alteration 

The evidence which led to each conclusion and identification is summarised below. The approximate 
extent of each building campaign is shown on the drawings. 

2.1           EARLY GEORGIAN: circa 1730 – ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION 

The Listing Description (5.1) says “the main front range is probably late C17th or early C18th.” The 
Listing struggles to propose dates for the various parts (and some as will be seen later, are wildly 
wrong) but in terms of composition it is a reasonable conclusion. Wetherham (as originally 
constructed) was a small house, far away from fashionable London. Architectural changes usually 
move slowly and it is safer to rely on the later end of date range proposed in the Listing. Hence the 
date of circa 1730. And in this regard it is noteworthy that Lawrence House in Launceston, in 
appearance very much a Queen Anne house, was actually built in 1753. 

Surviving construction features suggest a date closer to 1720 or 1730 rather than, say, 1685 or 1695:- 

� Doors and frames on the first floor. 2 panel doors with simple mouldings and ogee 
moulded architraves. Perhaps an earlier date would have had heavier, more complicated 
mouldings. 



  

  

 

� The simple front elevation. Note it is the front because it has random coursed masonry 
with fine joints, the side (E elevation) has rubble stone walling. The window and door heads 
are simple stone voussoirs. An earlier date would have introduced more detail: keystones and 
perhaps shaped aprons below the cills. (The joinery of the windows and front door appear to 
be Regency, as does the main cornice.) 

� The roof trusses and purlins are softwood, probably an earlier date would have used 
local hardwoods rather than an imported timber. 

It is not known if Wetherham was built as the Rectory for the church, i.e. the residence of the 
Incumbent. It is not particularly relevant because absentee rectors were common in the 18th century 
and a substitute curate would surely have lived in the village in the house now known as Garlands 
close to the church. However census returns 1841 to 1901 show the successive Rectors living there 
during that period and 19th century Ordnance Survey maps mark Wetherham as “Rectory”. 

Records show that the lands and house at Wetherham formed part of the Glebe of the church from an 
earlier date but from what precise date is not clear. A disputed and probably incorrect note says 
Wetherham was conveyed to the benefice by Alice Reskymer in 1719 (or perhaps 1564) in any event 
it seems 1719 is the latest date by which it formed part of the Glebe. 

Wetherham is shown as a site with buildings on the O.S. I” map of 1813 but it is nothing more than 
conventionalised dots representing built structures, no plan shape can be read into it. Joel Gascoyne’s 
1699 Map of Cornwall does not show Wetherham or any built structures on the site but this should 
not be taken to signify anything one way or the other. 

It may be that buildings and possibly a house existed on the site before the original construction 
c1730 but no physical evidence survives. There are some general documentary references but these do 
not give the date of construction or size and the actual location may have been slightly different (see 
refs: 3 Church Guide, 7 Lake, 10 Parochial History). 

By taking away the extensions added at later dates a ‘T’ shaped house (with the horizontal bar facing 
south) is left as the form of the house as originally constructed. This is a wholly convincing 
arrangement: fashionable and symmetrical, in the sunshine and raised above the damp ground for the 
family at the front; irregular, on the ground, in the shade and connecting at half landing levels for the 
kitchen and servants at the back. In spite of the differing floor levels there is no reason to suppose the 
two parts of the ‘T’ were built at different times or that any part incorporated an earlier structure. 

In the garden there is the fascinating hexagonal walled garden, this too is surely Early Georgian. By 
the Regency period, theories of the Picturesque ruled and a walled garden (if needed) would not form 
part of the composition with the main façade of the house. It is much more likely to be Early 
Georgian, an era when formality and geometry governed landscape design. 

2.2           REGENCY: circa 1825 – EXTENSION AND ALTERATION 

A memorial in the church to Rev. Charles Hodgson says he “enlarged and improved” the house and 
grounds at Wetherham. Hodgson was Rector from 1817 until his death in 1846 and the census return 
for 1841 records him living there at that date apparently unmarried but with four servants. It is 
reasonable to conclude he lived at Wetherham from 1817 until his death. If the enlargement occurred 
a few years after he took up residence we arrive at the date of circa 1825. 



  

  

 

Circa 1825 is certainly a date which can be given to many features on stylistic grounds:- 

� The rectangular Dining Room extension with its granite quoins and hipped roof. And its 
cornice which has then been taken around much of the rest of the house. 

� Some of the windows, shutters and architraves in the Dining Room extension 
characterised by thin, finely moulded glazing bars. 

� Tall skirtings in the Dining Room (and room G4) 
� Reeded ceiling cornices at both levels in the stairhall.  
� Windows and shutters in many parts of the house which match those in the Dining 

Room. All as noted in section 3. 
� Other doors and frames including plain doors with flat panels on one side and roughly 

raised panels on the reverse. 
� Beaded corners to the arched opening off the stairs and on the chimneybreast in the 

Dining Room. 

A westward single storey extension added to the Kitchen together with the (two storey) Dining Room 
extension gives the footprint shown on:  

� The Tithe Map 1841 (5.2) 
� The Valuation Map 1898 (5.3) 
� The O.S. Maps 1881 & 1907 

Also the conjectural arrangement of rooms within the outline plans agrees with a description given in 
a Parish Terrier of 1877 but for the exception of the Dining Room, which was perhaps omitted in 
error (Terrier included in ref 10 Parochial History) 

The dating of the Stable Block is less certain than for the House but it seems reasonable to give a 
Regency date, it is shown on all maps from 1841 onwards and was therefore built before that time. It 
would perhaps have been too large for the smaller Early Georgian House but not for the extended 
Regency one. The hexagonal garden was sited with care in the Early Georgian period, if the Stable 
Block dated from this period it would surely have been sited with equal care, but it is not, it is 
informally placed in relation to the House. 

2.3           EDWARDIAN: circa 1912 – EXTENSION AND ALTERATION 

A new Rectory, built in the village, was completed in 1912 and it seems likely Wetherham and its 
land was then sold by the benefice. Throughout the 19th century the Glebe lands amounted to 36 acres 
but by 1914 they had reduced to just 16 acres. The Kelly’s Directory for 1914 records the Rector 
living somewhere other than Wetherham (not stated) but presumably in the new Rectory. The 
occupant of Wetherham is given as Philip Otto de Clermont. 

The Valuation Map of 1898 (5.3) shows Wetherham with a footprint as established by Rev Hodgson 
in c1825. It is possible the House was altered and extended before being sold in c1912 but highly 
unlikely. It is far more likely to have been done for the new owner, de Claremont, hence the date of 
circa 1912. 

No maps exist which show the footprint of the House as extended for de Claremont but it’s not 
difficult to put together. The Music Room is by Basil Ionides (see 2,4) so the space between the 
Dining Room and the Stable Block remained open and undeveloped in 1912. The westward 



  

  

 

extensions are a little more complicated to unravel. A photograph in the local history book “The 
Binding Stone” (ref 5.4 and see ref 1 Binding Stone) is captioned as showing the W extension of 
Wetherham under construction in the 1920s, closer examination reveals this is not the case. The date, 
1920s is correct because it fits the dates of the workmen shown in a second picture. The picture 
actually records the taking down of part of the Edwardian work. The piers pointing up in the air could 
not be under construction, how from the ladders shown would the next stones be fixed in place? And 
why is there a flat roof seemingly already in place cantilevering out over masonry? It is the 
demolition of part of the structure which is shown: a rectangular, flat-roofed projecting bay which 
projected south from a west extension of the bar of the original ‘T’ shaped house. The new 
chimneystack at the W end of the (extended) house is clearly shown in the picture as is a hipped 
gabled projection centred on the rectangular bay. Internally the work of this period is characterised by 
neo-Tudor detailing: plank and muntin doors with timber latches and neo-Tudor style fireplaces. The 
bay being taken down was almost certainly also neo-Tudor, mullioned and transomed windows would 
fit the wide span openings (unnecessary for tall sliding sash windows). On top there would have been 
a parapet and a small area of leaded flat roof. In the garden there is a small flight of steps made of re-
used granite mullions and cills, very possibly from this neo-Tudor Edwardian work. 

It is clear therefore that the projecting S wing was built (by Basil Ionides) in the 1920s replacing a 
neo-Tudor rectangular projecting bay. But curiously, it seems when built the W end of the Edwardian 
extension was not the wall containing the (new) chimneystack or the present arcaded wall but a point 
somewhere between the two. This wall aligned with the slightly projecting N extension and is 
corroborated by:- 

 i. The plinth returning into the doorway on the ground floor (4.2a) 

 ii. The roof timbers being extended at this point (4.2c) 

 iii. The local builder, Graham Keat, saying his Grandfather worked on the 
building of the  arcaded west elevation (too young in c1912). 

It seems likely the floor over the Linney (the single storey lean-to on the side of the Kitchen) was 
added at this time. These back areas have thin walls, mostly rendered with casement windows.  

With the House extended to the W the new rooms had to have a way in and the staircase and the 
panelling in G2 appears to date from this time. The staircase is rather odd, the half flight up from the 
ground floor is shallower than the other flights consequently it protrudes into the Entrance Hall more 
than it should. The original rake of the stairs is shown by the original timbers below it in the Cellar. 
The mouldings on the stairs and on the panelling in G2 are the same profile therefore surely done at 
the same time. The panelling was originally painted and perhaps stripped in the 1970s. (The arched 
opening must be much more recent, the workmen who put the staircase in could never have been 
satisfied with the ill-formed arch and its over-sized, lumpy corner moulding. The upper levels crash 
through a Basil Ionides curved ceiling. This arch must be after 1930). 

Why was the staircase not neo-Tudor? Perhaps because it would have meant changing too much. If de 
Claremont’s work was to be understood as providing a fictive Tudor house which was then extended 
(fictively) by the real Early Georgian parts one would hardly expect to open the front door of the 
Early Georgian part and see a Tudor staircase (and in any case Tudor staircases do not relate to front 
doors so directly). Changing everything to neo-Tudor would have been too much work. The staircase 
was made the next best thing just as heavy and dense as a Tudor one, just as dark and woody: an oak 



  

  

 

William and Mary – style staircase with bottle balusters. The panelling in G2 plays a similar game: a 
sort of cross between William and Mary and Tudor panelling. The staircase sits uncomfortably with 
the delicate Regency reeded cornices in the Stairhall and Basil Ionides’ bright, cheerful rooms. 
 
2.4           BASIL IONIDES: circa 1923 – EXTENSION AND ALTERATION 
 
In 1919 at the age of 70 the Hon Charles Strutt married Evangeline Bernard (nee Hoare), 52 (ref 11 
Peerage). It was his first marriage, her second. They bought Wetherham and engaged the interior 
designer Basil Ionides to design extensions and alterations. Ionides was a fashionable designer with a 
flourishing practice during the 1920s. He married an heiress in 1930 and subsequently did little other 
than work on his home, Buxted Park, which he remodelled twice, from 1931 onwards and then 
following a disastrous fire in 1940. Ionides’ main achievements were: 

 
� Buxted Park (featured in Country Life in 1934 and 1950) 
� The interiors of the Savoy Theatre, 1929. 
� Two books: Colour and Interior Decoration (1926) and Colour in Everyday Rooms (1934) 
� Encombe, Kent a large new house built in 1923 (featured in Country Life 20th and 27th 

December 1924). 

The house as extended by de Claremont must have looked jolly odd with a neo-Tudor W part grafted 
onto the Early Georgian and Regency body. The Edwardian extension may have been almost new but 
its appearance was so alien it simply had to go and Ionides produced something lighter, elegant and 
wholly in keeping. That is Ionides’ style: lightness and elegance and his work at Wetherham is easy to 
recognise with many points of similarity to his work at Encombe:- 

� An overall Spanish Baroque feel to many details. 
� Coved ceilings (where the walls and ceilings merge) 
� Outdoor living spaces. 
� Moustache-shaped chimneypieces 
� A concern for good natural light 

 
It is because of the similarities between Wetherham and Encombe that the date for Wetherham is 
assumed to be the same, that is circa 1923.  If Ionides was allowed to take down the neo-Tudor W 
extension why did he not change the staircase, it is in opposition to everything he tried to do in the 
House? There is a natural tendancy when faced with something newly done and which is still usable 
to leave it alone. And with its very gentle rake up to the master bedroom it may have been just perfect 
for the 70 year old new owner.  
 
At Wetherham the polygonal projecting windows must also be Ionides’ work (a means of introducing 
more daylight). His sliding sash windows have a characteristic horn detail and confirm the west gable 
and its arcaded ground storey as his work. 
 
In passing, it must be said that some parts of Ionides’ work look as if they were not thought about; for 
example the external junction of the Music Room to the Dining Room. Also the neo-Tudor doors 
sometimes sit oddly in an Ionides’ room. Were the designs provided by Ionides and the builders left to 
get on with it? 



  

  

 

As far as one can tell Basil Ionides’ work at Wetherham remains intact. There is little doubt that his 
interiors are the most important part of the House, a fact ignored by the Listing Description which 
says the interiors were not seen.  
 
2.5    MODERN : 2003/4 – REPAIRS AND ALTERATION 
 
During the following three quarters of a century little building work  was done on the House. The 
Hon.Charles Strutt died in 1926, his wife lived until 1950 but in 1946 sold Wetherham to the Sharp 
family, Col and Mrs Sharp who lived there with their grandson Stephen Sharp. In conversation Gary 
Keats (retired builder) said the Sharps made no significant alterations to the House although the ball 
finial in the garden from Ladysmith town hall was installed during their ownership. 

In 1977 it was bought by Mr & Mrs Richard Amor. No doubt many services, bathrooms, etc date 
from this time but have now been stripped out. Apart from these the Amors appear not to have made 
any significant alterations. 

Wetherham was purchased by Mr & Mrs Richard Wright in 2002 who then started to repair the 
buildings in an orderly and sensible sequence: ivy and other plants were removed from the walls; the 
various parts were entirely reslated under the direction of the local planners and English Heritage; the 
incoming services were renewed; the surrounding estate was put under single ownership and reunited 
with the House; and the Stable Block was converted into a self-contained home. 

The property was sold to the current owners in 2010. 



  

  

 

3. SCHEDULE OF FEATURES 

3.1 BASEMENT 

B1 Plant Room 

Ceiling:   Concrete slab 
Walls:    Bare masonry 
Floor:    Concrete 
 
B4-B7 Basement 

Ceiling:  None underside of floors above (but evidence of lath and plaster from an 
earlier period) 

Walls:    Bare masonry, Slate partitions to pantry stores, B4 & B5 
Floor:    Slate flags with one area of cobbles. 
 

3.2 GROUND FLOOR 

G1 Drawing Room 

Ceiling:   Ionides 
Floor:    Narrow tongue and groove boards 
Fireplace:   Modern with possible Edwardian surround under 
Windows:   Ionides 
Glazed Door:   Ionides 
 
G2 Reception Room 
 
Ceiling :   Ionides 
Walls:    Edwardian panelling 
Fireplace:   none 
Windows:  Regency 
Doors:   Edwardian  
Arched Opening:  Modern 
 
G3 Stairhall etc 
 
Ceiling:   Regency with reeded cornice 
Stairs:    Edwardian in dark oak 
Front door and fanlight: Regency 
 
G4 Sitting Room 
 
Ceiling:   textured lining paper, tiny timber cornice 
Fireplace:   opening only. Modern bookcases on each side 
Windows:  Regency 
Door:    Edwardian  
Skirting:   Regency 
G5, G6 
 
Windows:   Later (modern?) casements 



  

  

 

Doors:    Edwardian (or later?) 2 panel plain 
 
G7 Dining Room 
 
Ceiling:   Ionides 
Fireplace:   Edwardian (?) 
Windows:   to N: Ionides, to E: Regency, to S:Ionides 
Doors:  Jib door: Regency (?), to G8 & G3: Ionides (N.B. imitating the Edwardian 2 

panel moulded doors). 
 
G8 Music Room 
 
Ceiling:   Ionides 
Floor:    being replaced (earlier floor rotten). 
Fireplace:   Ionides 
Glazed Doors:   Ionides 
 
G9 Former Kitchen 
Floor:    slate slabs Early Georgian or Regency 
Fireplace:   presumably mostly Early Georgian 
Door (to passage way):  Regency (?) (and also the wall containing it) 
Door (to Courtyard):  Modern in Edwardian brick arch opening  
Door (to G11):   Regency, square on one face roughly chamfered on the reverse 
Door and screen (to G12): Edwardian (?)  
 
G10 Kitchen 
Floor:    slate slabs, Regency and large patch of cement screed 
Fireplace:   Modern (?) but with the remains of a clome oven 
Windows:   Modern, sash and casement 
Doors:    Regency 
Porch:    Ionides but re-using Regency windows 
 
G11 Plant Room 
 
Floor:   Random slate with granite steps up 
 
3.3 FIRST FLOOR 
 
101 Sleeping Porch 
 
Walls:    bare masonry 
Floor:   slate 
Windows:   Ionides 
External Door:   Edwardian (repositioned) 
 
 
 
102 Master Bedroom 
 
Ceiling:   Ionides 
Fireplace:   Edwardian 
Windows:  Ionides including the boxes below, except that to the sleeping porch which is 

a later insert into a door opening. 



  

  

 

Doors:    to stairs: Edwardian (?) (2 panel plain) to 101 & 103: Edwardian (neo-Tudor) 
 
103 Dressing Room 
 
Ceiling:   Ionides 
Window:   Edwardian casement 
 
104 Bedroom One 
 
Ceiling:   tiny cornice, possibly old 
Fireplace:   Modern, there is no external chimney to this fireplace 
Windows:   Regency 
Door Architrave and Frame: Early Georgian 
 
105 Stairhall, etc 
 
Ceiling:   Regency with reeded cornice 
Stairs:    Edwardian in dark oak 
Windows:   front and to courtyard: Regency, with Regency window lining to courtyard 
Arched Openings:  to E: Regency, to W: Edwardian (?) 
 
106 Bedroom Two 
 
Ceiling:   cornice run in-situ, Early Georgian 
Fireplace:   Modern (fibrous plaster) 
Windows:   Regency 
Door Architrave and Frame:  Early Georgian 
 
107 Bathroom 
 
Window:   Edwardian 
Door:    Edwardian (?) (2 panel plain) 
 
108  
 
Window:   Regency and lining 
Door:    Regency (cut in two ?) and frame and architrave 
 
109 
 
Windows:   Edwardian (rotten) 
Door:    Modern 
 
110 Bathroom 
 
Windows:   Edwardian 
Door:    Regency (?) re-used? 
 
111 
 
Floor:    wide floorboards possibly re-used from elsewhere 
Window:   Modern 
Door:    Regency or Victorian, re-used? 



  

  

 

 
112 
 
Window:   Regency and lining 
Door and Frame:  Regency 
 
113 Bathroom 
 
Window:   Regency 
Door:    Edwardian (neo-Tudor) 
 
114 Bedroom Three 
 
Ceiling:   Ionides 
Fireplace:   Ionides or possible Edwardian 
Windows:  to E: Regency completed with all linings and architrave, to S: Regency 

without linings. 
Door:    Edwardian (neo-Tudor) 
 
115 Corridors 
 
Stairs to Mezzanine:  Victorian (?) 
Door (to main stairs):  Regency (?) 
 
3.4 MEZZANINE 
 
M1 
 
Windows:   Modern 
Door:    Victorian 
Stairs:    Victorian (?) 
 
3.5 SECOND FLOOR 
 
201 Stairs 
 
Stairs:    Victorian (?) with old balustrade line under the wall to 203 
 
202 
 
Windows:   to N: Regency with tall skirting, to E: Ionides 
Door:    ledged and braced 
 
203 
 
Doors:    to 201: ledged and braced, to 204 & 205: Regency or Victorian 
 
206 
 
Windows:   Ionides 
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5.1 Listing Description 

 IoE Number: 67795 
Location: WETHERHAM, 
ST TUDY, NORTH CORNWALL, CORNWALL 
Photographer: N/A 
Date Photographed: N/A 
Date listed: 04 November 1988 
Date of last amendment: 04 November 1988 
Grade II* 
 
NOTE - The Images of England website consists of images of listed buildings based on the statutory list as it was 
in 2001 and does not incorporate subsequent amendments to the list. For an updated version of the statutory list 
you should visit our LBOnline database http://lbonline.english-heritage.org.uk/Login.aspx 
 
ST TUDY SX 07 NE 2/165 Wetherham II * House. Probably late Cl7 or early C18, possibly with earlier work, and 
with later C18 or early C19 and later extensions and alterations. Ashlar with granite dressings. Gable-ended and 
hipped scantle slate roof. Stone stacks. Plan: The main front range is probably late Cl7 or early C18, or a 
remodelling of that date of an earlier building. It has 2 principal rooms and a central entrance. The projecting wing on 
the left and the range behind to the right are of circa late C18 or early C19. The other ranges at the back were not 
investigated but there might be early work there. Exterior: 2 stores (and attic?). The main front range has a 
symmetrical 2:1:2 bay front, the centre breaks forward. Tall narrow 18-pane sashes. Central doorway with a 
moulded and panelled door and small rectangular overlight. To the left a circa late c18 or early C19 wing projects 
with a hipped roof and set back to the right another range also of circa late C18 or early C19 date. Over the rooif 
behind the central range there is a wooden bellcote. Interior: was not inspected but panelled window shutters were 
observed and the former provisional list description mentions "some early C18 panelling". It is unlikely that other 
good internal features survive and there is possibly evidence of early work. 

 

The provisional list description mentioned in the listing has been destroyed. There is no early 18
th

 

century panelling in the House. The projecting wing on the left is c1923 (not late 18
th

 or early 19
th

 

century as stated in the Listing). 



5.2 Tithe Map 1841 

 

The large structure E of the main group is the Barn mentioned in the Terrier of 1877. The N end of this 

structure remains as a retaining the steep bank behind. 



5.3 Glebe Valuation Map 1898 

 

The N end of the Barn remains as a small building (now reduced to a retaining wall). Note the polygonal 

garden wall around the Dining Room which also appears on O.S. maps of about the same date, this was 

replaced by a new wall when the Music Room was constructed c1923. 



5.4 Photo c1923 

 

 

A photograph published in the Binding Stone. The printed caption is misleading what is actually shown is the 

Edwardian projecting rectangular bay being taken down to allow the Basil Ionides part to be built. Note the large 

span openings which perhaps were neo-Tudor mullioned and transomed windows and the flat roof structure 

above which would have been hidden behind a shaped parapet. 


