USA IN WW2
Although the USA had remained neutral in the early years of WW2, they had supported the allies by
supplying war materials under the Lend-Lease Act of March 1941. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in
December 1941, however, caused the USA’s immediate entry into the European theatre of war, at first in
North Africa and then in Italy with British troops 1943-45.
With the main invasion of France being planned for
June 1944, there was a major influx of US army and air
force personnel into Britain to prepare for an attack
on Normandy. Cornwall was ideally placed as the main
embarkation point for American troops who were
tasked with taking Utah and Omaha beaches in
Operation Overlord, the code name for the Battle of
Normandy.

That is how the 341st Engineer Regiment of the US Army came to be stationed at Hengar Manor in 1944 for
a summer training camp under the command of Colonel Edward H Coe.

Extract from The History of the 341st Engineer Regiment July 1943 – March 1946

Col. E,H.Coe

From their arrival at Hengar in March 1944 until their deployment in June 1944, the engineers of the 341st
practised the skills listed below in order to support the invading forces and enable them to move quickly
and safely to secure their advance into France.

Bridge Construction

Despite the intense training, the GIs still had time to enjoy themselves including socialising in St Tudy, as
Roger Willcocks remembered in the following extract from ‘The Binding Stone’ published in 2000.

OPERATION OVERLORD
6TH JUNE - 30TH AUGUST 1944

The invasion of France began on 6th June with the D Day landings on Normandy beaches, code name
Operation Neptune. This involved an airborne assault by some 1,200 aircaft ahead of the amphibious
landing of nearly 160,000 troops from Britain, the USA and Canada on the five beaches code named Utah,
Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword.
When the beach heads had been secured, then engineers moved in to aid the advance. Accordingly, the
341st Regiment landed on Utah beach on 23rd June, as described below.

Leading up to D Day, the regiment had been specifically trained for road building, and their first job in
France was to repair the cratered highway N13 between Valognes and Cherbourg, a route critical for the
transport of men and supplies to the forthcoming offensive in the south. During the course of the war,
however, they had worked mainly on railroads and railway bridges throughout France, Belgium and
Germany. Between 21 August and 31December 1944, Colonel Coe’s engineers had rehabilitated almost
500 miles of railroad.
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