
 

 
DRAFT MINUTES of the Parish Council Assembly, held 25th March 2019 

at 7.30 pm. At the Old School Nursery, Sambourne Lane, 7.30pm 

 
Present: Councillors John Gittins (Chairman), Len Carter, Maureen McTavish, Roy 

Piddington & Lynne Stanton; Clerk, Joy Pegrum & 5 members of the public in attendance 

 
 

Attendees were welcomed with refreshments. 
 

1) Apologies for acceptance: apologies received from Karen Gazey & 
Dennis Hackett 

2) Minutes of the Council Meeting held in March 2018 were duly signed as a 
true record of that meeting 

3) Matters arising from those minutes – none noted. 

4) Chairman’s report – Cllr John Gittins read his report on the year’s 

achievements and challenges, principally: defibrillator installation & 

training; phone box renovation; fibre broadband; new venue for Council 

meetings; school traffic and road repair issues.  He also announced his decision 

not to stand for re-election as a Parish Councillor in the forthcoming elections. 

5) Presentation of the first CPC Community Appreciation Awards:  Cllr 
gittins explained that in these modern times of local authority funding 
shortage, the efforts of local people are more important than ever in 
sustaining the life of a small village like Coughton.  Recognising this, 
Council had determined to thank and reward Village community 
champions with this modern day ‘Freeman’s’ award.   

Nominations had been sought from residents and tireless team Karen 
Gazey & Dennis Hackett had been nominated for organising and 
managing so many village events and flooding issues, alongside retiring 
Cllr Maureen McTavish who has served the village in so many ways since 
coming to the village 39 years ago, principally as School governor, PCC 
and CPC member.   

Councillor McTavish was presented with her certificate and restaurant 
vouchers for the Throckmorton; those for Ms Gazey & Mr Hackett who 
were unable to attend have been held over for presentation at the CPC 
Council meeting in May. 
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6) Open forum 

a) WCC Councillor asked about the current situation on flood risk in 
the village.  Councillor Gittins replied that this was another aspect of 
concern for road safety on the A435, with storm drains known to be in 
poor shape and currently blocked.  County Highways’ post winter drain 
clearance should be scheduled, but no notice has been received and 
previously the Village had waited 18 months between drain clearance 
services.  ACTION: Cllr Rickhards promised to take this up with 
Highways. 

b) Village visitor Stephen Coffey brought information and addressed 
the assembly on the work of the Heart of England Forest, the Felix 
Dennis charity that is creating and managing sustainable forests in and 
around Warwickshire.  Two of the charity’s principle woodlands are 
within Coughton Parish: Coughton Park, which is largely a nursery site 
where volunteers work to grow and nurture native broad leaf trees for 
planting out, (not generally accessible to walkers, although there is a 
public bridleway through the middle) and Haydon Way Wood which 
has a carpark near Studley Parish Church and a waymarked trail – an 
easy walk leading to a wild flower meadow and Windmill Hill.  Maps 
and details of the Charity’s other woodland walks are available on the 
website at www.heartofenglandforest.com 

Mr Coffey answered a number of questions from Councillors and the 
Assembly and emphasised that volunteers were always needed. He 
was thanked for his interesting contribution by Cllr Gittins.   

7) The meeting was closed at 8.15pm 
 
 

Signed as a true record of this meeting: 
 
Date:  
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Chairman’s Report March 2019 

I am surprised every year when I see what we have achieved over the previous 12 months, 

some of it has been challenging, and in no particular order, they include 

 The installation of a defibrillator next to the phone box, and the first group of residents had a 

very enjoyable training course recently. 

 The newly painted phone box, is now nicely offset by the work that Roy has done in brightening 

up the area with his own paintwork to the bench and signposts on the A435. 

 Fibre broadband has arrived in the village, although BT still has more work to do, (some 

broadband speeds are actually lower than they were previously) 

 And we have a new venue for Council meetings.  There are still a few matters to iron out, such as 

the seating arrangements, but we are very grateful to the Nursery for giving us the use of their 

building. 

The likelihood of a school car park is no nearer.  The County cannot fund this project, but the 

school is exploring other options.  A programme of minor works to help alleviate the 

problems, never got off the ground and the officer involved has since left her position at 

County Hall.  On a more positive note, the school quickly responded to some minor 

neighbour conflict last year and there has been no repetition.  I do thank the school Head for 

this, and for his support over the year at our parish council meetings.   

Adam Walsh also supported a joint letter over the traffic implications from the Eastern 

Gateway Development near Redditch, and since then, councillors and residents submitted 

their opposition to a planned change at this site.  Alongside two other groups, we challenged 

this variation with some degree of success.  Redditch Borough Council supported us by not 

accepting the Planning Officer’s recommendation. 

We had one or two other planning applications where we convened some special meetings.  

Our aim is always to consult before reaching a consensus on what we believe are the best 

interests of the village, and this is not always a straightforward task. 

On our local highways … the lanes have more potholes than ever and we produced a detailed 

schedule for County Highways to identify the work needed.  But we would prefer permanent 

repairs to simply filling the holes with tarmac every year.  

We also trialled a number of councillor surgeries to help us identify those matters that really 

affect residents, but the response here has been small, and we’re not quite sure of the 

conclusions to draw from this. 
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My fellow Councillors have continued with some very valuable training to help in continuing 

their valuable support for your village, and as ever our excellent clerk has kept our accounts 

up to date, managed our meetings efficiently, and kept us informed through regular emails 

and the website.   

I also thank the residents, particularly Karen and Den, who have supported us through the 

year, and also Cllr. Clive Rickhards for his valuable support at our meetings. 

Finally, this will be my very last meeting as a parish councillor, but whilst I remain a resident 

I will continue to support the work of the parish council, in the best way I can.   

It has been a real pleasure to work with so many others, in making this part of the country, a 

pleasant place in which to both live and work. 

 

Councillor John Gittins 

 


