
BPS-Scotland/SLEF1 – Fern Weekend in Lochalsh 

14-16 August 2015 – Leader: James Merryweather 

The Whins, Auchtertyre, Kyle IV40 8EG; 01599 566291; huntsup@theyorkwaits.org.uk 

Duration: Friday 14th at 5-6 pm until, by mutual agreement, sometime on Sunday 16th afternoon. 

Meet: NTS Education Room at Balmacara Square NG 80398 28147. 

Getting Here: Head for Kyle of Lochalsh and Skye on the A87 (from Inverness or Fort William). 

Pass Auchtertyre where I live and 2½ miles on, just beyond Reraig, turn north (right) at the signpost 

for Diurinish 3 & Plockton 5. After less than a mile, cross a wee stone bridge and turn left into 

Balmacara Square. When you see the view in the picture below, park and come looking for us. 
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Accommodation: 

Camping (caravans & camper vans) 

Nearest: Ardelve http://www.ardelvecaravanandcampingpark.co.uk/ Fine views of Loch Alsh, Loch 

Duich and Eilean Donan Castle. 

Nearest: Reraig http://www.reraig.com/ Tents restricted to small, 2-person. Views of Loch Alsh & 

Skye nearby. 

Not too far away: Ashaig, Skye http://www.ashaig-campsite-skye.co.uk/ (15 mins away) Views 

along the Minch to Skye, Scalpay, Raasay, Applecross etc. Ben Damh & Ben Eighe in distance. 

Not too far away: Shiel Bridge http://shielbridgecaravanpark.co.uk/ (10 mins away) Views of Loch 

Duich and Three Sisters ridge. 

B&B 

Nearest & Best: http://www.ceolnamara-lochalsh.com (two rooms – Rennie-Mackintosh styled) 

Views over Loch Alsh to Skye. 

Nearest and 2nd best by a whisker: Balmacara Mains http://www.ontheloch.com/ Woodland setting 

with views over Loch Alsh to Skye. 

Also see: https://www.google.co.uk/#q=b%26b+balmacara+scotland 

Hotels 

Nearest: Dornie Hotel http://www.dornie-hotel.co.uk/ Near Loch Duich and Eilean Donan Castle. 

Nearest: Balmacara Hotel http://www.balmacarahotel.co.uk/ Views over Loch Alsh to Skye. 

Others in Kyle of Lochalsh (10 mins away) and Plockton (15-20 mins away) 

 

Activities: I have to work on the programme, but I already have some ideas. We’ll visit some 

unfashionable, underrated and under recorded places. We might possibly stray onto Skye, but I’d 

like us to concentrate on places in Lochalsh such as Nostie, Balmacara, and ... Fernaig where there 

are plenty of pteridological puzzles to solve and species to be recorded and confirmed. 

I won’t apologise for the male ferns, which continue to puzzle me. This is where I found a D. affinis 

with a single tripinnate pinna and I would like to discuss with others a population of what I think 

are D. borreri var. ‘Robusta’ at a site where we have good, straight D. borreri for reference. D. 

oreades here grows almost on the seashore as well as – looking really weird – in shady woodland, 

and all five MFs are common but a lot of specimens don’t stick to the rules. If you don’t know what 

a WOB is, you will. 

We don’t have Polypodium cambricum of course, but we do have various forms of P. interjectum to 

sort out (more than I ever thought until recently) and now that I’ve found and confirmed a small 

colony of P. x mantoniae with its parents right next door, I suspect there are large colonies of it 

elsewhere waiting for us to confirm them. We have use of the NTS
2
 classroom and I have 

microscopes, so we can make good use of those facilities, particularly if the weather threatens to 

make outdoor activities unpleasant. 

At Nostie we have a small fen full of D. carthusiana  and D. x deweveri upon which I would value 

your opinions. Fenland is not usual in the Highlands, so this is a cracking good site, with some 

ancient elders covered with P. interjectum. Woodland D. expansa is here, but very difficult to tell 

from D. dilatata. Please help me. 

If the weather’s fine, then we have some pleasant walks along which there will be plenty of 

pteridological interest. There is one circuit which includes woodland and scree as yet unexplored. 

Don’t forget to pack your midge repellent and/or net. 

Please let me know if you intend to come so that I know how many places to book for a Saturday 

evening supper, probably at the Plockton Inn. It will be high summer, so there will be lots of 

tourists wanting to eat, but if we prepare, we can get our booking in ahead of them. 

                                                
2 National Trust for Scotland who have kindly let us have the room all weekend for the price of a small donation. 
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