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Committee Report for year ending December 2021 
 
Dear FoHM member 
 
The end of another year and yet again it has been a year of challenges and 
uncertainties! As we said last year little did any of us expect that we would 
be holding a virtual AGM in 2021 and now here we are in 2022 with yet another virtual meeting. 
 
Committee Members 
Convener     Moira Leslie Membership Secretary     Hanako Cameron 
Vice Convener     Dave Greer Grants Secretary     Kathreen Hunter 
Secretary     Rhona MacDonald Website Administrator     Dave Greer 
Treasurer     Moira Leslie Committee Member     Jean Fleetwood 

 
2021 Annual General Meeting 
The 2021 AGM was held by Zoom on Wednesday 24th March and minutes are available on the website. 
 
Membership: Our membership now stands at 50. 
 
Instruments  
In 2021 we donated our fiddles and guitars to High Life Highland.  We 
also gave them our three sets of bagpipes on extended loan. Norman 
Bolton, Head of Music Development, High Life Highland Music has sent 
us the following.  ‘I’m delighted to report that the violins and guitars so 
generously donated to High Life Highland in December 2021 have all 
been allocated to HLH Instructors and adopted into our inventory for use with pupils across a variety of 
locations. The instruments were in fantastic condition and will be maintained by us to ensure that they 
have a long life with young Highland learners! I’m also pleased to report that the bagpipes on long term 
loan are also with Instructors and will most definitely be welcomed by the pupils who will be using them. 
They are with Inverness-based Instructors and will help immensely with the constant demand I have for 
additional sets of pipes as pupil progress. Thanks once again for allowing us to take ownership of the 
instruments and ensure they are put to good use.’ 
 
Grants: This year we have awarded the following grants. 
 

NAME TYPE OF ACTIVITY AMOUNT 
Brighde 
Chaimbeul 

Production of an album concentrating on old traditional and Gaelic tunes 
celebrating the heavy drone sound of the pipes, accentuated by other 
wind and bellows instruments. 

£500.00 

Alison 
Mackenzie 

A series of seven traditional music events based at the Croy Village Hall £1400.00 
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Update from Alison Mackenzie - 2021 Grant recipient 

Following the award from Friends of Highland Music a programme of events was arranged 
but due to the ongoing situation these had to be postponed. The rearranged events will start 
with BBC Scotland Musician of the Year, Hannah Rarity on June 2nd in Croy Village Hall. 
Hannah is an acclaimed performer and I am delighted she will be performing material from her newly 
released album. Other acts which are due to perform are Orkney band Saltfishforty, Ross Ainslie and Tim 
Edey, Trip (an up and coming band based in Glasgow), Graham Mackenzie’s CD launch and Celtic Christmas 
at Croy, a variety concert. Due to the pandemic audience numbers have been restricted and the award will 
subsidise the fee paid to the sound engineer allowing the ticket revenue to be paid to the musicians.  

 

Update from Brighde Chaimbeul - 2021 Grant recipient  
 

The progress is going well and I have been working remotely with musician 
Colin Stetson on developing tracks and making a map of how they will be 
recorded. With restrictions easing now we will be recording in July and the 
main theme is based on old Gaelic storytelling. The record will use these 
stories (collected from the School of Scottish Studies and Tobar an 
Dualchais from Highland folkbearers such as Domhnall Alasdair 
Johnson/Dugald Maccormick/Annie Arnott) as inspiration for the music, 
with old Highland and Gaelic tunes plus my own compositions which have 
connections to the stories.  The grant has been used for the remote 
developments with Colin Stetson, the research and the compositions.  I 

look forward to letting you know how the next stage goes in July. Thank you again for the support! 
 

Update from Graham Mackenzie – 2020 Grant recipient. 
 
We have finished the recording at Gorbals 
Sound, Glasgow and we are currently in the 
middle of the mixing process where we have 
around 4 tracks to complete. Afterwards, the CD 
will be sent to get mastered. Barring any covid 
regulations etc., I’m aiming for the mixing to be 
finished by the end of the month. The design of 
the album is about to begin also. I’ve included a 
picture from our final session below. 
 
Thanks again for the FoHM support which is 
much appreciated! 
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The Gathering 
Friends of Highland Music continue to host the 
'Come and Try' Tent at The Gathering and 
Belladrum.  These are both run in collaboration 
with Fèisean nan Gàidheal and have been a 
successful way of making contact with many 
children and families.  We have been fortunate 
to have musicians David Godden and Jeff Collins 
as our regular tutors at both annual events, and 
also musicians from the Highland Branch of the 
Clarsach Society.  
  
Unfortunately Belladrum was cancelled in 2020 
& 2021 due to Covid restrictions, but it is hoped 
that it will run over the weekend of 28th to 30th 
July 2022.  The Gathering was cancelled in 2020, 
but we were delighted to be part of it on Saturday 
4th September 2021. We welcomed a large 
number of children over the two sessions which 
were held in the 'Children's Area' and 'Stage 
2'.  We brought a number of fiddles, guitars, 
accordions, bodhrans and clarsachs for the 
children to 'try'.  They loved it, and we loved 
being back at the festival and bringing musical 
instruments to the children.  

 
Slow Jam 
Having been discontinued in March 2020 due to Covid-
19 measures, Eric Allan’s popular Slow Jam Sessions 
which are normally held fortnightly in Ness Bank 
Church Hall were still not possible for this reason 
throughout most of 2021. Eric did manage to keep the 
group supplied with new Sets of Tunes throughout the 
period which was much appreciated by the regular 
players. These new Tunes often related to the 
prevailing time of year with music relevant to Burn’s 
Night and May Day for example.  
 
In late summer, one of the regular Slow Jam attendees had the inspired idea of utilising the permanent 
Gazebo in Strathpeffer for some outside music sessions and after a quick inspection of the facilities 
available and a check of the Covid-19 rules, it was decided to proceed with some al fresco sessions! In 
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all, four outdoor Slow Jam sessions were held between August 
and October and were much enjoyed by those who could attend. 
A colourful array of folding chairs and warm clothing was 
displayed at these sessions while all present greatly enjoyed 
being able to play together again. Players became quite adept at 
managing music in gusty winds and hitting notes with cold 
fingers. Slow Jam members were very appreciative of the effort 
made to bring the group together in the circumstances.  Whilst 
being unable to meet over most of the winter period, the good 
news came in late January that due to easing of restrictions the 
Slow Jam could meet once again in Ness Bank Church from early February. So, the Slow Jam is running 
once more with details always available via the FoHM Website.      
 
Briggs Harp  
You may remember that Alan Finlay gave us a Briggs Harp and 
stool - being a piece of history rather than a harp that could be 
rented out - so a year last September we agreed to donate it to 
Inverness Museum.  Kari Moodie of Inverness Museum has said 
that due to covid restrictions the harp is not yet on display but, 
if any of the members would like to see the harp, they are 
welcome to make an appointment directly with her and she can 
show it to them in the store. 

Kari has sent us this proposition… 
“Would the Friends of Highland Music like to put on a small display about the society?  We did this for 
the Inverness Fiddlers Society in 2019 and it worked very nicely - we displayed some photos, music, 
trophies and newspaper cuttings to show the history of the group and to promote their annual rally, and 
they even had a live practice session in our art gallery!  We could do something similar for your group, 
if you are interested and have some archives and artefacts to show.  I think this would make a nice 
display, alongside us showing the harp for the first time.”   
The committee will be discussing this proposal in more detail and it is exciting to have an event to be 
looking forward to. Further information will be available on the website in due course. 

The committee would like to express thanks to Mr GWJ Eden for the Independent Examination of the 
2021 accounts and to all members for your ongoing support. 
 
We very much hope to be able to hold our next Annual General Meeting face to face but, until this is 
possible, please stay safe and well. 

Moira Leslie (Convener) 
December 2021 

 
www.friendsofhighlandmusic.org https://www.facebook.com/friendsofhighlandmusic/ 
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