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Committee Report for year ending December 2022 
 
Dear FoHM member 
 
The end of another year and although not a very busy year the work of the 
FoHM is still going along nicely as you will see from this report.  We are 
delighted to have been able to support not only the production of high quality CD’s but also to support 
the Croy Live initiative of bringing traditional music to the local community. You will see from the report 
below that the Belladrum Festival was once again a huge success – the faces of the children say it all! 
We have taken the decision to hold the 2023 AGM by Zoom as there is still some degree of uncertainty 
about weather conditions and where we will be in relation to Covid - 19 conditions.  
 
Committee Members 

Convener     Moira Leslie Membership Secretary     Hanako Cameron 
Vice Convener     Dave Greer Grants Secretary     Kathreen Hunter 
Secretary     Rhona MacDonald Website Administrator     Dave Greer 
Treasurer     Moira Leslie Committee Member     Jean Fleetwood 

 
2022 Annual General Meeting 
The 2022 AGM was held by Zoom on Wednesday 24th March and minutes are available on the website. 
 
Membership: Our membership remains steady at around 60. 
 
Alan Findlay (by Eric Allan) 
We were saddened by the death of our good friend Alan, a long-time 
member of the Friends of Highland Music and for some time our Treasurer. 
Alan was a geography teacher by profession, but also an expert and 
enthusiast in other fields, including trains and trams (as he said, anything 
on rails) and climbing (all the Munros, twice – and the Corbetts), and of 
course Scottish music. 
 
A native of Perth, he was first inspired by the Scottish dance music on the “wireless” and the dance bands 
performing in the area, and while still in his teens played the piano for a local country dance group. 
Having had fiddle lessons as a child, he took it up again in later life, and was an early member of the Slow 
Jam, originally in Balnain House and now an activity of the Friends. His knowledge of dance music was 
much appreciated by other members, but they enjoyed teasing him over some of the other music that 
he really did not like! Alan composed some fine tunes in the dance tradition and was persuaded to 
publish these in a collection called By Tram to the Hills! 
 
He will be remembered fondly by his friends, and our good wishes go to his partner Morgan. 
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Grants: This year we have awarded the following grants. 
 

NAME TYPE OF ACTIVITY AMOUNT 
Graham Mackenzie CD production (The Dawning) Previously awarded 
Alison Mackenzie Croy Live Previously awarded 
Ross Calderwood CD Production (Harta) £1,500 
Freya Thomsen CD Production (Community and Stardust) £1,500 

 
Reports from Grants recipients 
 
THE DAWNING by Graham Mackenzie  
January 2020 and rehearsals had begun for my second studio album ‘The 
Dawning’ in the living room of my Glasgow flat. The music was coming 
together nicely, the studio was booked and I had finally cracked the 
availability code of five extremely busy musicians. And then we know what 
happened…  
 
Fast forward 18 months and I gave the album another push after waiting 
on restrictions to be lifted. However, during that time I was able to reflect 
on my initial ideas, develop them and try to envisage the final product a 
little more. I’m delighted that the outcome has been extremely rewarding for me musically. It’s now six 
years since I released my debut album ‘Crossing Borders’ which was originally written for the New Voices 
series at Celtic Connections 2015. I had a clear vision for the project drawing on my influences from both 
classical and folk music worlds.  
 
Looking back, I have learnt a lot from the writing and recording process which has helped me to direct 
this new project. Crossing Borders was essentially a concept album, drawing on my influences of the 
Scottish, Irish and Cape Breton fiddle traditions and weaving them in amongst my own compositions and 
arrangements. The Dawning was built on repertoire I’ve been playing over the past ten years as well as 
recent compositions I’ve written mainly inspired by the Scottish landscape. This is the format I would 
have liked for my debut album, however it just so happened with the timing of the New Voices 
opportunity that that was going to be my first release.  
 
The Dawning features an incredible line up of musicians I’ve admired throughout my career. Jim 
Molyneux (piano, keyboards) and Innes Watson (guitar) worked with me on my debut album. Both of 
them are extremely versatile and bring so much flair and creativity to my music. James Lindsay (double 
bass, bass guitar) is in high demand as a session musician as well as member of Breabach and was a great 
addition to the creative process. Having not had a producer for Crossing Borders, I knew that was going 
to be a role I would benefit from this time around. I had approached Mike McGoldrick to play on the 
album as well as act as producer. Mike has inspired me for many years whether it be his playing or his 
compositions. Having his knowledge and expertise was essential in the album process. I had never 
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envisaged adding brass to my arrangements at the very beginning however it was something myself and 
Mike talked about once the tracks were beginning to form. Neil Yates, who has recorded on Mike’s 
albums, ‘Wired’ and ‘Aurora' in particular, was an obvious choice to have on the album. Neil worked on 
four of the tracks and completely changed the direction with his innovative arranging. After hearing this 
new sound take shape, I asked saxophonist Matt Carmichael to join on one of the sets to add some brass 
melody. The majority of the album was recorded at Gorbals Sound with Kevin Burleigh. In 2019, I was 
recording music for the ITV period drama, Sanditon in Gorbals and I knew then I would like to work with 
him and record my album in the studio. Kevin is not only a fantastic sound engineer with extremely good 
ears but he is easy to work with and has a real calming presence during the recording process. After the 
initial recording we spent the best part of 10 months on and off editing and mixing the tracks. It was then 
mastered by Jim DeMain in Nashville, an engineer who has worked with the music industry’s top 
performers including Dolly Parton and Robert Plant.  
 
I feel I have a vision when it comes to the music side but when it comes to artwork for an album I don’t 
know where to start! Artist and photographer, Somhairle MacDonald and I travelled up to Loch Ard, an 
area I was familiar with having spent some of lockdown cycling around, to take photos for the front 
cover, with the title ‘The Dawning’ in mind. I think we have captured it well even if it did mean leaving 
Glasgow at 5.30am! Birnam CD and Innes and Campbell Communciations helped with the production 
and PR for the album, two very important parts to any CD release.  
 
I would like to thank both Creative Scotland and Friends of Highland Music for their financial support as 
this album would not have been possible without them. With their help, I was able to add so many layers 
to the recording and go into great detail to make sure it was an album I was proud of. The launch at 
Celtic Connections in the New Auditorium a few weeks ago with the full line up will be one of my career 
highlights that I’ll never forget! 
 
Harta by Ross Calderwood 
After first meeting at our local folk club in 2016 we 
would meet up every week to exchange musical ideas 
based on the sound of our instruments .Christine 
Martin playing the Nycklharpa the national instrument 
of Sweden , Ross Calderwood playing Smallpipes and 
Jack Evans on Bouzouki . Our repetoire grew to include 
about 50/50 Scandinavian and Scottish music . During 
the winter of 2019/20 our band Harta embarked on a recording project . We completed this in March 
2020 . Unable to bring the idea of a CD to fruition during the pandemic and the financial uncertainties 
caused by COVID we were not sure what to do next .It was a friend of Christine’s that made us aware of 
the grant from FoHM for which we duly applied and were successful . We could then proceed with the 
CD employing a professional graphic design artist for the cover , mastering at Skye Mastering and CD 
manufacture. Without this grant the project would not have been as professional in aesthetics and in 
sound quality. We have had some great reviews from Common Stock Journal, R&R and Chanter Magazine 
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as well as album of the week on Celtic music radio as well as album of the week on Radio nan Gaidheal. 
We have been played on BBC Radio Shropshire, Radio Wales, on BBC Scotland Travelling Folk and 
Pipeline. This has helped us secure live performances including Piping live and Girvan folk festival. 
 
We must thank you again, without the grant this CD might not have happened and certainly wouldn't 
have to the standard we accomplished. Thanks Harta. 
 
Some Quotes 

“When you listen to this CD you enter Harta’s 
musical world - to allow a fresh 

interpretation .” 
Adam Sanderson in Common Stock Magazine 

“It’s a fine album with a distinct sound, great tunes 
and great playing, I know that our audience will 

enjoy it.” 
Gach dùrachd, John Murray, BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 
 

“Each track is wonderfully accurately played 
with a lovely sense of ensemble between the 

musicians - beautifully recorded” 
Vicki Swan, Chanter Magazine 

“Amazing music, and incredible theme of Nordic and 
Scottish coming together.” 

Cheers christian.alexander91@outlook.com 
 

 
“Wow! Fantastic” - Radio Shropshire - Genevieve Tudor 

 
Freya Thomsen CD Production (Community and Stardust) 
It is with thanks to Friends of Highland Music that I was able to complete my album 'Release' and 
reproduce CD copies of it to share with the world. The album is a recording of music which I composed 
for the New Voices series at Celtic Connections 2017. It was an important milestone for me to be able 
to share this music again, this time in CD form. I have been delighted to receive airplay on numerous 
platforms, as well as receiving some glowing reviews: 
 

'a cathartic cry in the wilderness' 
Alex Monaghan 

'the composition is varied 
and distinctive' Adrien Jones 

'soundtracks for otherworld 
movies' Andrew Darlington 

 
'a captivating album’s worth of skilful, 

atmospheric and powerful harp pieces ' 
Marc Higgins FATEA 

 'Fraya is bang up to date, with current threads, 
political and ecological, running through the 

songs' Dave Vaughan 
 
I am delighted to feel free to start new musical explorations since releasing the album in the spring of 
2022. Many thanks to Friends of Highland Music for their support, and also to the Edinburgh 
International Harp Festival who hosted my solo performance at the time of my Release. 
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Croy Live by Alison Mackenzie 
Croy Live concerts restarted in 2022 with performances from Hannah Rarity, 
RANT, Trip and the popular Celtic Christmas at Croy saw a return of Anna Massie, 
Graham and Robbie Mackenzie and, appearing at very short notice, Josie Duncan.  
All the performers have enjoyed the ‘village hall’ atmosphere at the concerts and 
the growing support from the public shows that they enjoy the access to music in 
a rural setting. 
 
Audience numbers have slowly increased as confidence in attending live events has improved with the 
public.  The funding from Friends of Highland Music has given me confidence in programming concerts 
in the knowledge that all participants, musicians and sound engineer, can receive an appropriate fee.  
The 2023 programme will see Tim Edey and Ross Ainslie, Dallahan, Graham Mackenzie, Saltfishforty and 
Assynt performing at Croy Village Hall and a return of Celtic Christmas at Croy. 
 
I am very grateful for the support Friends of Highland Music has given Croy Live. 
 
Slow Jam  
 
The Slow Jam participants have been delighted to be able to follow a full calendar of planned sessions 
over the last year especially after having endured, like everyone, the constraints of Covid-19 restrictions. 
Added to this welcome continuity was the opportunity to play once more during the summer in the 
Gazebo in Strathpeffer; something that was begun in late summer 2021. 
So, the regular Slow Jam sessions in Ness Bank Church Hall over the past year have been attended by 
usually up to 15 or so keen players from Inverness and beyond, including Nairn, Evanton and Carrbridge. 
A good range of instruments are regularly played and the musical repertoire is always expanding. 
The three outdoor sessions in Strathpeffer held in July and August were well attended, and it was 
gratifying to see our players music stand-handling skills really develop in windy weather after the 
previous year’s experience! Again the range of colourful folding chairs and warm  clothing was quite 
extensive too. Audience numbers in Strathpeffer varied depending on the prevailing weather mostly, but 
there were usually some appreciative members of the public in the vicinity. 
Slow Jam participants have much appreciated the efforts made to expand the group music collection 
and to ensure regular sessions, both indoor and outdoor. They look forward to another active musical 
year in 2023.  
Slow Jam details and forthcoming dates are always available on the FoHM Website. 
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The Gathering and Belladrum 
 
2022 brought us lots of fun and music once again at The Gathering 
and the Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival.  Friends of Highland Music 
were asked to provide the 'Come and Try' workshops at both festivals 
and we were delighted to accept.  
Earlier in the year, on Saturday 28th May 2022 we attended The 
Gathering festival at the Northern Meeting Park in Inverness.  We 
were asked to run a music workshop in each of the two areas, at the 
'Kids Tent', a beautiful rainbow coloured tent where a number of 
'child friendly' events take place - and also at the Stage 2 area, which 
is where there is live music throughout the day interspersed with 
'family events' in between the bands playing.   
We were fortunate to have the help of Emma Wright from The 
Highland Branch of the Clarsach Society, Finlay Maclennan from 
Feisean nan Gaidheal and a number of young helpers on hand as each 
session was very busy.  
After two years of Belladrum being cancelled due to Covid, we were really pleased to be able to attend 
the festival again.  This took place over the weekend of 28th, 29th and 30th July 2022.   
We brought a selection of guitars, accordions, bodhran and fiddles with us, and lots of noisy rattles and 
shakers for the very little ones.  The workshops were greatly enhanced by having the skills of clarsach 
tutors Emma Wright and Cheyenne Brown - both giving their time and patience (and use of their 
clarsachs) on behalf of the Highland Branch of the Clarsach Society.  We also welcomed Orla Ni Eadhra 
from Feisean nan Gaidheal, and several young musicians who also gave their time to help.  We couldn't 
have done it without all their help, and FoHM are very grateful for this.  

 
The Friends of Highland Music & Feisean nan 
Gaidheal 'Come & Try' Tent continues to 
bring joy and a taste of a traditional musical 
instrument to many families over the period 
of the two festivals.  We have been asked to 
take part in both festivals again in 2023.  We 
hope to attend both of the festivals and 
welcome even more families to the tents.  
The Gathering - Saturday 27th May 2023. 
Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival - Thursday 
27th to Sunday 30th July 2023.  
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Some more pictures from Belladrum 
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Friends of Balnain House Records Archived 
 
Members will recall that FoHM evolved out of the Friends of 
Balnain House which had become redundant when Balnain 
House had to close its doors.  We still held records of the Friends 
of Balnain House and, given that the records of Balnain House 
itself had been deposited in the Highland Archives, it seemed 
appropriate to also deposit the records of the Friends.  
Therefore, on 10th November Convener Moira Leslie handed 
over these to Assistant Archivist Peter Mennie (photo on the 
right) where they will be well looked after and available for any 
member of the public to view. 
 
 
 
The committee would like to express thanks to Eric and Helen Allen for their ongoing support through 
their tune writing scheme which continues to provide significant funds for the Friends. We would also 
like to thank Mr GWJ Eden for the Independent Examination of the 2022 accounts and to all members 
for your ongoing support. 
 
Please stay safe and well. 
 
Moira Leslie (Convener) 
 
December 2022 
 
www.friendsofhighlandmusic.org https://www.facebook.com/friendsofhighlandmusic/ 
 
 


