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Committee Report for year ending December 2023 
 
Dear FoHM member 
 
The end of another year. You will see from the table below that in 2023 we have supported four projects across 
the Highlands. You will also see from the report below that the Gathering and Belladrum Festival were once again 
a huge success – the enthusiasm and enjoyment on the faces of the children say it all! 
 
We have once again taken the decision to hold the 2024 AGM by Zoom. 
 
Committee Members 

Convener     Moira Leslie Website Administrator     Dave Greer 
Vice Convener     Dave Greer Committee Member  Kathreen Hunter 
Secretary     Rhona MacDonald Committee Member Jean Fleetwood 
Treasurer     Moira Leslie Committee Member     Jim Leslie 

 
2023 Annual General Meeting 
The 2023 AGM was held by Zoom on Wednesday 23rd March and minutes are available on the website. 
 
Membership: Our membership remains steady at around 60. 
 
Grants: This year we have awarded the following grants. 
 

NAME TYPE OF ACTIVITY AMOUNT 
Rachel Campbell Music books and workshop for Astar Youth Band £975 
Alison Mackenzie Croy Live Concerts £1500 
Jane Douglas Step Dancers to perform at various events £1280 
Strathy Village Hall Contribution to local concert £300 

 
Reports from Grants recipients 
 
Croy Live by Alison Mackenzie 
Croy Live ran an ambitious programme of events in 2023, only possible with funding from Friends of Highland 
Music. Artists who performed at the hall were Ross Ainsley and Tim Edey, Dallahan, Assynt, Graham Mackenzie, 
Anna Massie, Robbie Mackenzie, Mike Vass and Josie Duncan. Croy Live also hosted a Blast Festival concert.  
Audience numbers have grown slowly and, with the security of funding, the concerts were viable with appropriate 
fees paid to the musicians and sound engineer. The events have proved popular with local residents as well as the 
wider audience. This was very evident at the Celtic Christmas at Croy concerts with two capacity audiences 
enjoying a night of excellent music from both professional musicians and young musicians. The feedback has been 
very positive and it is heartening to get comments like these from the audience; 
 

‘Thank you for bringing such quality live music to the area! My London friends are 
very impressed!’ 
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 ‘Here’s to lots of wonderful Croy Live nights in 2024.’  
 
‘Many thanks to you for all the hard work you put in to creating the opportunity 
for we the public to enjoy the talents of so many young musicians.’  

 
I continue to be extremely grateful to Friends of Highland Music for their continued support of Croy Live without 
which it wouldn’t be possible to provide quality concerts in a rural setting.  
 

 
 
Feis Lochabair by Jane Douglas 

The Fèis Lochabair Step Dancers were absolutely privileged to be part of 
the first performances of Jennifer Wrigly’s commission  ‘Catch the 
Rhythmic Orkney Tide and Ride’ which took place at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland in March 2023. It was a fantastic show with 
amazing music from world class musicians including Tim Edey, Alyth 
McCormack and Luke Daniels alongside students from the RCS. 
 
As part of the project dance tutor Jane Douglas worked with the Fèis 
dancers to choreograph a new piece of dance especially for the 
performance. The dancers who took part in the performance were aged 
between eleven and seventeen and they gave a fantastic, professional 
performance. Fèis Lochabair would like to thank Friends of Highland Music 
for their support which allowed the group to participate in the project at 
relatively short notice. Thanks also to Jennifer Wrigley, Mats Melin and 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal for getting us involved in the project. 
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Strathy 

Rachel and Aaron were a delight to work with and it was a real pleasure to have them 
up in Strathy to work with our Fèis Ceilidh Trail musicians and to put on a show for us in 
Strathy Hall in the evening.  
  
The concert was hosted in collaboration with Highland Castle Entertainments and this 
helped with the advertising and social media aspect of that as well as online ticket 
sales.  It was also a great help financially towards the P/A costs. 
  
Prior to the sound-checks, a song accompaniment workshop was delivered to our Ceilidh 
Trail musicians where the focus was on how to accompany a Gaelic song chosen by our 
singers.  Our accompanists felt this was a really worthwhile workshop and they were 

enthusiastic about the new skills they picked up as well as ideas they were given to try in song accompaniment in 
general. 
  
Our Fèis air an Oir youngsters started the evening with some tunes and songs 
from participants aged 8-14 and then we had a 20 minute set from the Ceilidh 
Trail.  This was well received by the audience and gave the youngsters the 
experience of playing on a professional stage with lights and amplification.  
  
The performance from Rachel and Aaron was fantastic and the audience 
members were full of compliments at the end of the show.  There was a lovely 
atmosphere in the hall and it was hosted in true Highland style.  The young 
fèis participants helped some of the Ceilidh Trail members with the raffle and 
the rest of the Ceilidh Trail members were on duty with the hall committee to 
prepare and serve the teas! Everyone mucked in and helped tidy up at the end 
of the night!  
  
For Strathy, our audience numbers were good.  We had 35 adults that 
bought tickets. The room did fill up with the fèis and ceilidh trail 
participants!  We only took in £391 on the door, raffle and teas against our 
actual costs of £957.50 when the band fee, accommodation, travel, meals and hall hire were added up. The £300 
we were awarded from FOHM was a great help to go make this event possible as well as additional funding we 
received from our local Community Council. 

  
Thank you again to Friends of Highland Music for the support with this event. 
  
Carol-Anne Farquhar 
Strathy Village Hall Association. 
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Astar School of Traditional Music by Rachel Campbell 

Hamish Napier and John Somerville. Groupwork Session  4th 
November 2023, Abriachan Hall  
 
On the 4th November 2023 young musicians from Inverness and the 
surrounding area were joined by two of Scotland’s most inspiring 
traditional musicians for a fun day of musical creativity above the 
shores of Loch Ness. Starting off at the very reasonable time of 
10.30am the group were welcomed by Hamish and John and invited 
to take a seat and get their instruments tuned up and ready. Hamish 
went round each musician to note down their names, what they 

played and get a rough idea of their level and experience. The tutors had prepared a couple of tunes for the group 
to learn and the sheet music was handed around. ‘Balchraggan’ written by John and ‘The House on Rose Valley’ 
written by Phil Cunningham. Hamish and John gave the group a blast of the tunes to show how they should sound 
and the enthusiasm to get started began to grow amongst the group. It was encouraged that they try to learn the 
notes by ear first and so to get a good grasp of the tunes, that’s what was done to start with.  
 
As the morning went by the group had learnt the tunes to a great standard and after lunch they worked on the 
musical arrangements and what parts each instrument would have to play. This part was most interesting with 
the tutors explaining how to put ‘swing’ into the melody and the effects of dynamics and having some instruments 
drop out and come in again. This encouraged the group to really listen to the music and to each other. 
 
By the end of the session, it was incredible to listen to the group play the tunes together and the sound they 
created was equal to a professional standard. This gave them a great sense of achievement and they now had 
these tunes to take home with them as well as new friendships made.  

 
The Hall and the tutors had organised a concert for the evening 
and the group were able to perform what they had learned 
during the day.  
 
Many thanks for providing Astar with 
the funds necessary to run this 
groupwork sessions and also to the 
making of the Astar Books which have 
70 pages of Ceilidh Dance sets and 
Listening Sets suitable for all the levels 
of the members.    
Rachel Campbell 
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The Gathering and Belladrum 
 

 
 
We were delighted to be invited again to take part in two 
wonderful local music festivals during 2023 - 'The 
Gathering', held at the Northern Meeting Park in 
Inverness on 27th May and 'Belladrum Tartan Heart 
Festival' held at Belladrum Estate over the weekend of 
27-29 July. 
 
Friends of Highland Music have organised 'Come and Try' 
workshops for children and extended families at both 
the festivals annually for many years.  We offer a large 
number of different instruments for our young (& older!) 
guests to 'come and try' - guitars, accordions, mandolins, 
fiddles and bodhrans.  We are grateful to have help each 
year from Emma Wright and Cheyenne Brown from the 
Highland Branch of the Clarsach Society.  
 
Many thanks also to our co-organisers, Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, who provide instruments and staff, and also to 
our team of volunteers - without whom we would be unable to offer this service.  
 
The dates of the 2024 festivals are:  The Gathering - Saturday 8th June  

Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival - 25th - 27th July. 
 
We look forward to attending both festivals and welcoming even more families to the music tents and our 'come 
and try' sessions.  
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Some more pictures from Belladrum and 
the Gathering 
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Slow Jam  - Eric Allan 
“Sometime last century, the manager at Balnain House asked “How would you like to start a Slow Jam?” and here 
we are still going. We have a good sound with usually between 10 and 20 attenders and a range of instruments – 
fiddles, mandolins, concertinas, flutes, whistles, small pipes and piano – and a collection of over 150 sets of music. 
There is an attendance fee, which goes towards paying the rent to Ness Bank Church.  The Church is very 
accommodating and has even had the piano tuned! During the summer break, we had great Saturday afternoon 
sessions in the Gazebo in Strathpeffer. We do our best to stick to our ethos “Good tunes at a modest pace”. 

FoHM remain extremely grateful to Eric for his ongoing tireless support and leadership of Slow Jam. 

You will see that we are not the only people to recognize Eric and Helen’s tremendous contribution to traditional 
music over many years. Congratulations to them both for their induction into the Traditional Music Hall of Fame 
– a very well deserved recognition. We reproduce part of the TMSA tribute below and to read the whole piece 
please visit Eric and Helen Allan – Scottish Traditional Music Hall of Fame (handsupfortrad.scot). 
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Inverness Music Festival 
The winners of our trophies in 2023 were as follows:- 

The Allan trophy for fiddle gets used every year and, in 2023, is with Jemma Sinclair who is local and who also 
drew the lovely Nessie picture on the IMF website. 

The Sheila and Roddie Urquhart Quaich goes out for the 'Open Trad Bands' Class (183). It is currently held by 
Inverness Harp Ensemble. 

The Balnain Trophy for accordion is held by Roan James from Skye but some years there are no entries for the 
competition and never enough accordions for a class.  If any of our readers know of young accordion players 
please consider encouraging them to enter.  Hopefully it is not a sign that accordion playing is less popular - 
Highland dance music would not survive without it! 

Annual Accounts  
As you will see from the Annual Accounts our funds are dwindling quite rapidly. In some ways this is no bad thing 
as it shows that we are spending our funds to support worthy projects but with an ever decreasing income it does 
mean that our funds will run out at some point in the not-too-distant future. The committee continues to bear 
this in mind and keeps a watchful eye on our spending and the future of FoHM. If you have any thoughts on this 
matter, please do let us know. 
 
The committee would like to express our thanks once again to Mr GWJ Eden for the Independent Examination of 
the 2023 accounts and to all members for your ongoing support. 
 
Please stay safe and well. 
 
Moira Leslie (Convener) 
 
December 2023 
 
www.friendsofhighlandmusic.org https://www.facebook.com/friendsofhighlandmusic/ 
 
 


