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 AREA CONVENORS REPORT 2017                        Roger Brickell  
 
 
 

It has now been almost one year since I became Convenor of the Forth Valley, Fife and 
Tayside Area of the Ramblers.  Although I have served the Ramblers at Area level for 50 
years, it was my first year of involvement with this Area and I would like to thank all members 
of the Area Committee for their support in getting to know the workings of the Area. 
 
I am proud that like many other Scottish areas, this Area is continuing to hold its membership. 
This stems from a willingness to work together and our excellent Area programme provides a 
facility so we all know what is on offer outside our own individual groups. Although very much 
a member of the Perth Group, I have from time to time walked with the other groups and 
always been most welcome. Some of my colleagues in other Areas have recommended my 
joining every group from time to time and in my previous Area in England, it was the usual 
practice for Area officials to attend every Group Annual General Meeting. I hope you will 
forgive me when I suggest that this would be impractical particularly since they are grouped in 
November and I live in Crieff. 
 
During the year we have started a number of courses for First Aid for ramblers leaders. These 
are very popular and already two have taken place and when you read this report, there will 
have been a further two courses catering for almost fifty people. More might be needed and 
this illustrates the role of Area in providing training facilities for the membership. The provision 
of courses in navigation and map-reading for leaders is now being considered. It is most 
important that we continue to have a full team of leaders to lead all our walks  so that a full 
programmes of weekly and fortnightly walks can be maintained. 
 
Although many of our members join to participate in the regular programme of walks and  
derive great pleasure from the companionship on every walk, we should not forget the 
invaluable work being done to secure access to our beautiful countryside. We are fortunate 
that, in theory, we have open access to our countryside. Adjacent to our towns and villages, 
we have the core path network, which should be easily accessible to those who want a 
pleasant local walk.  We have open access to the moorland but we should always respect the 
needs of the landowners.  Many progressive landowners accept the important contribution 
made to the local economy by ourselves. Others do not and all too often we can be prevented 
from following our favourite walks through unnecessary obstructions such as locked gates.  
The work undertaken my our Access Officers in ensuring freedom of access cannot be 
overestimated.  
 
As Area Convenor, I have attended meetings about development of the Ramblers. We are, 
generally retaining our membership but we should always be looking for ways to increase it. It 
is not only the finance from increased subscriptions but the greater influence we can have 
from more members.  We need to examine our membership levels and to determine areas 
where we think there is a market for new members. This is what every organisation should 
do. I have already had discussions with Ramblers Scotland about how we can achieve this. 
 
Lastly we need to consider our relationship with external bodies.  Although in large cities, 
there will be walking groups who compete with us for members, outside those cities there will 
be other smaller clubs with whom we need to build up a relationship.  We cannot expect them 
to become local groups, but we can reach the position whereby some of their members 
wishing for a broader walking programme will want to join us while remaining loyal to their 
own local organisation.  At the same time these groups will have an interest in local access 
and countryside issues and we need to discuss these issues with them. 
 
In conclusion I would like to thank everyone who has in some way contributed to functioning 
of both the Area and of our composite groups. Leading an occasional walk or helping with the 
catering at various meetings is just as important a contribution as being Area or Group 
Secretary.  



Area Secretary’s report - Jim Forret 
 
Area Council meetings 

There were three meetings held throughout the year with the following attendances 

March 16th 16 members present 10 groups represented 

June 15th 20 members present 11 groups represented 

October 6th 15 members present 10 groups represented 

These numbers represent about the same average as last year 

The dates for the 2018 Councils are 

Scottish Council 10th & 11th March at the Hilton Doubletree Hotel, Aberdeen 

English Council 7th & 8th April in Bangor, Wales 

May we please take a moment for reflection and remembrance for those of our members 

who have passed away during this year 

 

 

Ramblers Area Report 2017 - Publications Officer - Trevor Abell 

The normal two issues of the AJP were produced over the year, the total print run being 

1400 for each issue to allow for extra copies. The size of the programme has been kept 

constant at 56 pages including the covers. Our main advertisers remain as Ramblers 

Holidays and Cotswold Outdoor Clothing but Trespass and Rohan have given some support.  

I have some ideas for approaching new advertisers for 2018 but would welcome any further 

suggestions. The cost is only £50 for a full page. 

We have now adopted the regular format of including a set of brief annual reports for all the 

groups in the April –September edition and using the Winter edition for the minutes of the 

last AGM and the agenda for the forthcoming meeting. 

Many of the Groups now have their own web site under the main Ramblers server. Ian’s 

programme allows a very easy and rapid loading of programmes on to the Ramblers system 

as well as formatting them ready for the new programme. The Area website 

(http://www.ramblers.org.uk/forth-valley-fife-tayside) was given a slight update but much 

more could be done to this site in terms of setting up specialist pages for area information. 

 

Ramblers Area Report 2017 -  Assistant Publications Officer 

There is now a new website for our area, with the web address fvft-ramblers.org.uk This is 

not to be confused with the area web page within Ramblers website. The new site might 

seem unnecessary to some, but I see it fulfilling several functions. While all the area’s walks 

can be viewed on the Ramblers site, they can be found more easily and seen in more ways  

on fvft-ramblers.org. The favoured concertina style listing gives Google directions to the walk 

start and filtering by Ramblers grade. It is hoped to be possible to filter by local grade in 

future. Both grades are shown in all walk descriptions.  Links to our area on Ramblers 

Walkfinder and Map are available if preferred.  Any walks that have been cancelled or 

altered since publication of the Area Joint Programme are featured in a prominent panel. 

Information for volunteers is also included. Some of this is in the form of links directly to 

articles on Ramblers website. Help for things unique to our area is provided in PDF 

documents and/or video.  

The site is a responsive site, meaning that it adapts to the device on which it is being 

viewed. 

The site is currently live, but not yet fully developed – especially in the area of volunteer 

help. More content will be added over the coming months. Requests for additional features 

will be considered and added if appropriate. 

Ian Bruce 

 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/forth-valley-fife-tayside


Area Access Officer’s Annual Report 2017            John Andrews 
 
It is difficult to avoid commenting first on the consequences of the very disturbing cuts in local 
authority staffing and resources for access work. In the past year access officers in Fife, Perth & 
Kinross and Stirling Councils have been `retired’ without replacement. Funding for their work is also 
fast disappearing. Fife Council’s one remaining officer has been told she has no budget at all for her 
work and similar comments have been made by the Perth & Kinross team.  In Stirling the long-
standing, but retiring, officer told me that the Council could not afford to write a letter to an offending 
landowner. I am still in the dark about what – if anything – is now happening to deal with access 
problems there.   
 
Angus Council seems to have its own very special, way of approaching its responsibilities. Some of 
our local members have been campaigning vigorously for several years for the removal of 
obstructions on what was formerly a well-used footpath at Forfar. The path has been shown on OS 
maps for many years and folk have testified to several decades of use. 
 
Over the past 4 years the Council has produced a string of remarkable excuses for doing nothing. 
Every time we have managed to demonstrate that the latest excuse is untenable, another one follows 
– each more unconvincing than the previous one. Finally, I thought, they had run out of `wriggle room’ 
as they have had to concede that the route is unquestionably obstructed – without any good reason.  
I should have known better.  I have now received a letter from the Chief Executive informing me that 
the route is not a path – it is only a mysterious entity which they describe as a `desire line’, so the 
Council can happily wash its hands of the matter. 
 
However, it’s not all gloom. We should celebrate the success of our Fife members who campaigned 
very effectively for the removal of blatant and unpleasant obstructions on a core path at Lochgelly. 
They demonstrated clearly the value of exposing problems via the local press. We have two newly 
appointed members to the Fife Access Forum who are making their presence felt. It looks also as 
though we are making some progress in relation to the long-standing difficulties of access to the 
Raith Estate at Kirkaldy. 
 
In Perth & Kinross we have been working constructively with the Access Forum and cooperative 
landowners to agree new, improved core paths routes to overcome a variety of obstacles.  Several of 
these have been achieved following a change in legislation which allows local councils to divert core 
paths by a relatively simple procedure. 
 
Finally, although I am still deeply concerned about the large backlog of hazards on the Fife paths 
network, I am greatly encouraged by the positive response we are receiving from the Council’s 
Access team and by the clear evidence that we can work constructively with staff to the benefit of all 
concerned. 
 
 
 



Area Membership Secretary’s (AMS) Report 2017 – Colin Thomson 

 

• Membership stands at 1,333 which means that there has been a decrease in our 

membership over the past year. Details are as shown below.  

     

Member Type 
Nov. 
2016 

Nov. 
2017 Change  

Annual Memberships  
   

 

Individual 641 630 -11  

Joint 334 331 -3  

Concession - Individual 248 224 -24  

Concession - Joint 117 119 -2  
Life Memberships (all 
types) 29 29 0  

 
1369 1360 -36    -2.6% 

          

 

The overall figures above do not show variations to individual groups. A recent 

analysis was carried out (March 2017) which shows the variations over the past 4 

years. 

 

       

 

Group Mar-13 Mar-15 Mar-17 4 Year movement 

       CF01 Dalgety Bay 94 92 92 -2 (2%) 

CF02 
Dunfermline & W. 
Fife 60 62 50 -10 (17%) 

CF03 Perth & District 214 215 206 -8 (4%) 

CF04 Glenrothes 131 110 104 -27 (20%) 

CF05 Dundee & District 208 199 205 -3 (1%) 

CF06 Forfar & District 54 49 42 -12 (22%) 

CF07 Broughty Ferry 
   

See Notes 
 

CF08 
St Andrews & N.E. 
Fife 147 123 107 -40 (27%) 

CF09 Kirkcaldy 72 75 81 9 13% 

CF10 Blairgowrie & District 73 73 76 3 4% 

CF11 Stirling & Falkirk 216 213 180 -36 (17%) 

CF12 Brechin 68 68 69 1 1% 

CF14 Kinross & Ochil 46 57 68 22 (48%) 

CF15 Strathtay 24 19 15 -9 (38%) 

  

1407 1328 1295 -112 (8%) 

 

Other 15 16 56 41 173% 

 

Total 1422 1344 1351 -71 (5%) 

       

        

Notes 

CF05 Dundee & District historic figures include ex CF07 Broughty Ferry members. 

CF11 Stirling & Falkirk large reduction due to ‘split’ in 2015 

Other includes CF50 Tayside Young Walkers’ 28 members: this group was formed 

post March 2015. 

Although detailed figures are not to hand, the previous Membership Secretary (John 

Andrews) was reporting a general decline in membership prior to the period 

considered above. 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 2016/17 

 

Accompanying this report is the independently checked income and expenditure statement for the year 

ending 30th September 2017. This statement includes a summary breakdown of monies actually received 

and spent during the year, alongside the amounts forecast in our budget, as well as the figures for the 

previous year (2015/16) for comparison. 

 

With the unfortunate demise of Broughty Ferry Group, their residual funds of £124.78 have reverted to 

Area. 

 

With some inroads into our training budget (two first aid courses this year and another two to come in 

November) our bank balance is back on track to be well within the suggested guidelines for reserves. We 

have asked participants in our training courses to contribute a modest £20 each towards costs (meaning 

the courses are still 75% subsidised by Area), accounting for the £380 showing as received for events. 

Otherwise income and expenditure have largely gone as forecast. Although the total of just over £3k 

looks quite high, I have to factor in payment of £1.5k for the Winter programme early in October, before 

any top-up from central funds.  

 

Advertising income has fluctuated during the course of this year, with Cotswold Outdoor and Ramblers 

Worldwide Holidays resolutely staying with us, while a number of others have dipped their toes in the 

water. Hopefully they will decide to become regulars as well. Please support these companies if you can, 

as their contributions are valuable in helping us to keep down the net programme production costs. 

 

Thanks, as ever, are extended to Group Treasurers for their crucial work and diligence during the year, 

and especially to Alan Paul for again examining the Area accounts. 

 

Funding for Year Ending 30th September 2018 
 

Also accompanying this report is a copy of the Area budget for 2017/18, presented to Area Council in 

October, and recently approved by the Finance Office in London. This gives a comparison of expected 

income and expenditure during 2017/18 against actual amounts recorded for 2016/17. We have applied 

for funding of £9700 for this year, an increase of 21%, due principally to our intention to significantly 

increase training activity to cover first aid, navigation and walk leadership. The forecast balance at the 

end of the year is about as low as we can go & still meet our commitments, so careful management of 

resources will be required. 

 

A more detailed breakdown of both the accounts for 2016/17, as well as the finalised budget and cash-

flow for 2017/18 are available on request. 

 

 



The Ramblers' Association
Forth Valley, Fife & Tayside Area

Cash Account
Income and Expenditure
Year ended 30th September 2017

Actual Budget Prev. year
Income 2016/17 2016/17 2015/16
From Cent. Office 8000.00 8000.00 10200.00
From RA - other 124.78 0.00 0.00
Tayside Young Walkers 0.00 0.00 0.00
Donations 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bank Interest 0.00 1.00 2.16
Publications 366.50 395.00 297.00
Events 380.00 0.00 0.00
Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 8871.28 8396.00 10499.16 

Expenditure
Groups - budgeted 4324.00 4324.00 4543.00
Groups - other 80.16 250.00 218.86
Tayside Young Walkers 253.26 280.00 146.64
RA -other 0.00 0.00 0.00
Walks Prog 3043.34 3130.00 2990.47
Walks related 0.00 0.00 0.00
Leader Training 1572.88 1500.00 82.60
Publ/Newslett. 0.00 0.00 0.00
Publications/goods 0.00 0.00 0.00
Campaigns/casework 60.00 100.00 0.00
Practical work 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fundraising costs 0.00 0.00 0.00
Council meetings 381.52 450.00 360.84
AGM costs 132.90 100.00 96.00
Admin 6.60 30.00 29.76
Other 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Expenditure 9854.66 10164.00 8468.17 
Surplus/(Deficit) to date (983.38) (1768.00) 2030.99 

Balance Sheet
Balance at 1st October 2016 4119.97 4119.97 2088.98 
Surplus/(Deficit) for year (983.38) (1768.00) 2030.99 
Balance at 30th September 2017 3136.59 2351.97 4119.97 

Represented by:
Bank statement balance 30th Sep 2017 3101.11 
Uncleared transactions 35.48 
Balance at 30th September 2017 3136.59 

Having carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and Group Audit guidelines
I consider the Forth Valley, Fife & Tayside Area accounts to have been properly prepared and to give
a true and fair view of the Area's finances for the year to 30th September 2017

A Paul M Gray
Examiner Treasurer

Date: 23 October 2017 Date: 11 October 2017



The Ramblers' Association
Forth Valley, Fife & Tayside Area

Forecast Cash Balance
Budget for year to 30th September 2018

Forecast Totals in Notes
Income 2017/2018 2016/2017
From Cent. Office - budgeted 9700.00 8000.00 1
From RA - other 0.00 124.78 
TYW 0.00 0.00 
Donations 0.00 0.00 
Grants 0.00 0.00 
Bank Interest 0.50 0.00 
Publications 330.00 366.50 
Events 950.00 380.00 2
Miscellaneous 0.00 0.00 

Total Income 10980.50 8871.28 

Expenditure
Groups - budgeted 5045.00 4324.00 3
Groups - other 150.00 80.16 
TYW 280.00 253.26 
RA -other 0.00 0.00 
Walks Prog 3130.00 3043.34 
Walks related 0.00 0.00 
Leader Training 3050.00 1572.88 4
Publ/Newslett. 0.00 0.00 
Publications/goods 0.00 0.00 
Campaigns/casework 100.00 60.00 
Practical work 0.00 0.00 
Fundraising costs 0.00 0.00 
Meetings 400.00 381.52 
AGM Costs 150.00 132.90 
Admin 30.00 6.60 
Other 0.00 0.00 

Total Expenditure 12335.00 9854.66 
(1354.50) (983.38)

Balance Sheet
Balance at 1st October 3136.59 4119.97 

(1354.50) (983.38)
Balance at 30th September 1782.09 3136.59 

Notes:

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no SC039799) 

and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 4458492). 

Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW. 

Surplus/(Deficit) for year

Surplus/(Deficit) for year

1. Requested funding from RAGB is calculated to reduce the Area reserves to a level that is as low as 
possible, while still allowing payment for printing and distribution of the Area walks programme in early 
October. Increase of 21% over last year.
2. Income from participants in training courses, assuming a 75% subsidy from Area funds.
3. Group funding increase of 17% over last year, to include a £500 contribution towards printing of a 
walk leaflet by St Andrews & NE Fife.
4. I have included a further £2k for training in 2017/18.




