Strathglass Community Council (SCC)
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 23rd May 2013, at 7.00pm,
Cannich Village Hall, Community Room.
Present:  Molly Doyle, Edward Redmond, Heather Redmond, Donald Fraser, James Seatter, Cllrs. Margaret Davidson, Cllr. Drew Hendry and approx. eighteen members of the public.

1. The Chair, Mrs. Doyle welcomed all those in attendance. 

2. Apologies: Ian Campbell, Cllr. Hamish Wood, Cllr. Helen Carmichael, PC Karen MacKenzie but Sgt. G. Hay attended in her place.
3. Road Closure at Fasnakyle: Unfortunately no-one from SSE or Balfour Beatty attended the meeting. A copy of ‘The Highland Council (C1110 Cannich - Fasnakyle – Kerrow Road (Part)) (Temporary Prohibition of Traffic) Order 2013 had been received.
 Concerns raised included :
· the location of ‘Road Closed’ signs and the dates which were not the same on all signs.
· The speed at which some drivers use the roads
· Request that all drivers respect and use ‘Passing Places’
· Works vehicles using the Old Fasnakyle Manse driveway to park in and making access a problem and leaving it in a poor state.
Cllr. Davidson agreed to contact Lisa Marchi on our behalf, to raise these concerns. Sgt. Hay advised members of the public to obtain vehicle registrations, date, time and location of any traffic concerns and report them to the Police. Balfour Beatty do pass complaints to their staff.
4.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
-
Road Repairs: Cllr. Davidson agreed to pursue these matters on our behalf – pot holes at Tomich have been repaired a few days ago but are already breaking down again; drain at the corner by Comar Gardens is subsiding; drain at bottom of Mac Coll Road needs clearing – it is thought that this problem may be more to do with the angle of the drains rather than simple blockage; road by fishing hut en route to Fasnakyle is getting worse; retaining wall at power station is crumbling. 

-
Nurses House: Mrs. Doyle has heard nothing further, we are grateful to Cllr. Davidson for her efforts on our behalf.

-
SCC website has been set-up, it can be found at: www.community-council.org.uk/strathglass
Heather has not been able to test it from a user perspective so if anyone wishes to view it, please report back.

-
It was confirmed that the local residents had requested green treatment for the fence around the glass recycling bins.

-
The dog warden had been contacted with regards to moving the bin from near the school to the playing fields but no reply has been received as yet.

-
Carpark at Fasnakyle Cemetery. Piles of gravel have been left there, believed to be from HC. Mr. G. Ross volunteered to use this to fill in the potholes. HC are also to do some repair work to the fence and cutting back overhanging trees at the cemetery.

-
Concerns raised about the Charity Shoots near the Cemetery are anticipated to be calmed with a list of dates for the shoots to be placed in the Village Shop. These shoots raise considerable amounts of money for charity, they only take place about nine days per year at intervals of about 4-5 weeks. Sundays are much more popular for the members than Saturdays. The shooting occurs from about noon until 2.30pm.
-
Beinn Mhor (Tomich) Wind Farm proposal: Keith Bale of wpd had been at a meeting with some members of the TRA last evening and has forwarded his notes from that meeting which will be appended to these minutes. He is very happy to take individual or group enquiries. His contact details are on the appended notes. The TRA plan to conduct a secret ballot for Tomich before the end of June. Cllr. Davidson suggested that the SCC contact our Ward Manager to arrange a ballot of the community should the proposal go to the Planning department at HC. Cllrs. Davidson and Hendry suggested inviting someone from the Planning Team to attend the SCC to explain the process for planning applications and give advice on how to agree or object to a proposal.
      5.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: References to ‘Auditor’ for the accounts should read ‘Independent Examiner’. With this amendment, Edward Redmond proposed the adoption of the minutes, seconded by Molly Doyle and agreed by the committee.
     6.
Soirbheas. No formal report but residents have been provided with the Spring 2013 Newsletter recently.
     7.
Planning Applications.  No formal report but two items were noted in the Inverness Courier: 11 Bein A Chairen View Cannich for a replacement conservatory; land north east of Birchwood Cannich a renewal of planning permission for the erection of a house and garage.
      8.
Police Beat Report. A comprehensive Beat Report was presented to the meeting. Details are available from the SCC Secretary. To summarise: during April 2013 190 incidents were responded to by Officers from the Beauly section.  A white Ford Transit van, Reg’n. No. NG09XOR has been seen in the area with the occupants touting for work. The van has been reported in suspicious circumstances and any sightings of this van or of vehicles in similar circumstances should be reported to the Police on Tel. 101 as a matter of urgency. Other issue include: speeding (4 drivers charged in April); break-in to a fishing hut on the River Beauly (please be aware of this and report any concerns to the Police); thefts from rural properties in Ardendrain area (power tools from insecure garages); theft of plant and farm equipment from a farm; poaching near Aigas; no recorded incidents of Antisocial Behaviour or under age drinking. Officers have attended Cannich Bridge Primary School to contribute to Drug and Alcohol Awareness teaching sessions. Speeds have been monitored in the Loch Meiklie section of the A831, results are awaited; concerns about cattle/sheep on the roadway need to be reported with details of time and place etc so that the Police can follow it up. Please leave your details as anonymous reports could be deemed malicious.

Total crimes in area = 4; Total detected crimes in area = 2; Total serious crimes/detected = 1; Fixed penalties issued = 4.


The Police wish to remind the community to keep their belongings under lock and key, belongings are not covered by house insurance policies if sufficient care has not been taken to secure them. This is relevant in relation to recent thefts from garages and farms.
       9.
Treasurer’s Report. Previously distributed to Community Councillors. Funds available remain at £729.46.
      10.
Cannich Community Recreational Space. Following the most successful project and Grand Opening, it is planned to remove this standing item from the agenda.
     11.
Cannich Village Hall. A recent newsletter shows that the Hall is hosting a wide variety of events. Congratulations to Amanda Hood on her appointment as caretaker. A plea has been made for more Cub leaders to come forward as there is strong interest in forming a local cubs group. Please contact Alan Hood on (01456) 415369 for more information. This will also cease to be a regular standing item on the agenda.
    12.
Correspondence
The SCC are happy to support and encourage Alan Hood in his endeavours to improve the Floral Displays around the village. Notices are around the village and donations can be made at the shop. Some timber has been left over from the work at the recreation space which will be used for this project.

National Planning Framework 3 Main Issues Report and draft Scottish Planning Policy Consultation – agreed that SCC would not respond directly. Individuals are welcome to do so. The website address is: www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/NPF3-SPP-Review
Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) 2014-2020 Stage 1 Consultation – agreed that SCC would not respond directly. Individuals are welcome to do so. The website address is: www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/9633
Inverness area Community Council Forum 21 May 2013 – unfortunately no-one from SCC was able to attend.
Review of Polling Places 2013/14. Molly contacted HC to re-instate Cannich as a Polling place when a report she saw did not include us. The latest letter informs us that the review due to be completed by 1 December 2013 has to be delayed until 10 March 2014.
Rural Community ownership networking event 30th May – SACC had attended such an event in the past and found it useful. SCC cannot own property itself but this event in the future may be relevant to other community groups.

Criminal Justice Services, Annual Report 2011/12  This report focuses on Community Payback orders (Community service) and gives examples of projects undertaken in various areas. Something to bear in mind for the future if the community wants some voluntary work done. Should not be used to get work done which should be done by HC etc.
Communities and Families Fund Posters have been put in Cannich noticeboard only as it covered three pages. Up to £10,000 available for groups working in your community to help families and children.

Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan: Alternative Sites and Uses Consultation. This follows on from earlier consultation but does not directly affect SCC.

HC Consultation on the Management of Obstructions Within the Adopted Road. This has been circulated to Community Councillors. It relates to advertising, display of goods, street cafes etc which encroach onto the footpath or roadway. Heather offered to complete the survey and circulate it to Community Councillors for comment. Response is needed by 21st June at the latest.

Tellmescotland Benefits for Community Councils This website is available with road closures, planning developments, public notices etc available on www.tellmescotland.gov.uk
Consultation on Highland Licensing Board draft Policy Statement 2013-16 received today. Responses required by 31st July so defer until next meeting.
     13.
A.O.C.B.
It was agreed that the SCC provide their own noticeboards in Tomich and Struy as the general boards are often so full that minutes and agendas etc are difficult to display.
Road maintenance will be carried out between Fasnakyle and Tomich junction from 8-22 July.

Provisional Dates of the next meetings:  to be held at 7.00pm at Cannich Village Hall Community Room.
Thursday 27th June following the AGM.
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