


Strathglass Community Council

Wednesday 22 October at 7.30pm @ Cannich Hall

Draft Meeting Notes

1. Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest

2. Approval of minutes and review of actions
a. All members who had been present approved the September meeting notes

3. Partner updates:
a. Soirbheas: updated provided by Karen Edwards as a member of their Board.
i. Community larder undergoing changes at the moment: is there a demand in Cannich (demand currently higher in Drumnadrochit)
ii. Defibrillators:  Cannich one needs new battery: Leeson to provide invoice.  
iii. Grant for Soup and Music sessions
iv. Supported cost of new development role for SACC, starting in November.  Will work with Soirbheas initially to access network.  
v. Tier One grants up to £1,000: in-kind matched funding required
vi. Tier Two and Three exhausted for this financial year

b. SACC: update provided by Alex Grigg as a Trustee:
i. Two new trustees had been appointed
ii. Christmas Lunch and Hogmanay events in planning 
iii. Grateful for support from Soirbheas for the Development Officer post, which will cover: admin, hall, revenue generation, bringing a GP surgery back to hall, and taking over the administration for the Affric Kintail Way.
iv. Traditional music programme being developed across 5 local schools
v. Ceilidh here in a few weeks’ time and then monthly workshops in the hall on Saturday mornings
vi. Printed and audio Strathglass songbook

4. Energy Infrastructure Proposals:
a. Fasnakyle BESS: Application refused by THC.  The public welcomed this news. The agent has a 3 month period within which to appeal. 
b. Bingally & Fanellan Substations:  (See brief SSEN meeting notes below)SCC to write to SSEN and HC prior to the completion of the planners report requesting : Gas Insulated as opposed to air insulated plus bunding to protect views from the core path and surrounding hills, other paths and viewpoints.  Condition regarding the track to only be constructed from the A831 Cannich and not either end. DF stated that there will be a pre-determination session in advance of the application being considered, SCC and people who made objections can also have 5 minutes (Fanellan may be on the same day).  Objectors will get a letter in the next 2-3 weeks asking whether they wish to appear at the pre-determination meeting and to speak. There was a question from the public regarding the number of people that this meeting will need to accommodate.
c. Bingally to Fasnakyle connection (see brief meeting notes below)
d. Tomchrasky/Bingally Connection:  suggestion submitted to protect the views west and other non-industrialised viewpoints
e. Ballach Windfarm – objection submitted.
f. Cnoc Farasd Windfarm – no further info this has gone quiet
g. Glen Earrach Hydro: discussed the construction village at Balnain.  Concerns raised regarding traffic delays on A831 and impact on turning from Drumnadrochit.

5. Update on Community Action Plan and Local Place Plan for Strathglass, provided by Karen Edwards as head of the SCC sub-group.
a. Sub-group met with the consultant.  He is working with the children at the local schools to come up with a questionnaire to be distributed as well as face-to-face meeting.  Multi-distribution survey.  Community conversations in January / February.
b. SCC and the community discussed the need to be ambitious in relation to the community projects to suggest during the plan consultation, in order that this could provide evidence for future funding bids.  This could include:  care facilities, respite facilities, community pub, community businesses, etc.
c. A member of the community shared the good news that Strathglass shinty club will get a minibus which can also be used by other communities and community groups

6. SCC Member Updates:
· Forestry & Deer Management – DT – no update on last month

7. Treasurer’s report – LC – no change.  Accounts required for AGM in November.

8. Additional items/community concerns:
a. Hazardous road conditions (inc. speed in Cannich) – GP raised with BAM, asking that their drivers consider how passing places are used.
b. Concerns raised re increase in traffic and travel disruption DF advised to Alistair McLeod at THC as new contact re issues of forestry speed.
c. Forestry – road into Tomich.  DT to invite FLS to the November meeting.
d. Beaver monitoring.  No issues with Beavers were raised.  Still some concern in the community regarding the plan. GP emphasised the need to engage with Tobias at TFL.

9. AOB: The chair gave thanks to the members of the community who had attended and shared their views.

10. Date/Time of the next meeting: Wednesday 26th November 2025 including rescheduled AGM



