Strathglass Community Council

Wednesday 25 February 2026 at 7.30pm @ Cannich Hall

Meeting Notes

Attendees:

Humphrey Clarke - Chair
Alex Grigg – Associate Member
David Tulloch - Member
Leeson Carlyle - Member
Dr Georgina Parker – Vice Chair & Secretary

David Fraser – Highland Councillor

Apologies:  	

Karl Falconer
Gordon Beckley

In attendance:

SSEN:

Karen Barichievy – Community Liaison Manager (Karen.Barichievy@sse.com)
Irfan Ahmed – Delivery Project Manager
Housing Manager


 35 members of the community



1. Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest

2. Approval of minutes and review of actions

3. Partner updates:
a. Soirbheas:  note from Soirbheas read out by Chair
b. SACC:  AGM 5th March at 7pm looking to recruit new members.  Successful applications for funding for improvements to the hall.
c. Hall and events
d. 40-60 people at each winter events.
e. Slight increase in room hire rates

4. SSEN in attendance:
a. Karen Bariachievy is the community liaison manager for SSEN.  Wants to create open channels of communication and to be good neighbours.
i. Irfan Ahmed - Delivery Project Manager 400K substation. Siemans BAM are main contractor.  Timings 3-4 months to agree conditions.  CLG will be set up.  Will be onsite by around June – dependent upon discharge of conditions.  Slow start.  BAM will set up a compound.  Take traffic management and speed very seriously and have a zero tolerance policy.  No construction traffic will pass through Tomich.  Community members are asked to report any issues to Karen.  Site Manager will monitor compliance with the conditions. A831 from Beauly will not be used for  traffic.  Tree felling will take place around the bell-mouth to the access road. 
ii. Access road construction will take around 18 months from August/September.  
iii. The existing access track has some missing parts.  These will be filled to connect up to the substation, before the track will be widened. 
iv. DF in terms of construction management plan, once this is agreed it wil be shared with the community council so that the public understand what can and can’t be done.  DF gave some examples including clearly labelled construction vehicles.
v. DF asked about other projects in the area, which will require access in the village.  The community needs to be sighted on anything that needs to be happening.
vi. Workers can use facilities in the village after work.
vii. Question re workforce numbers:  they will come back with that but at peak will be 150 worker in around 
b. Richard Jennings, working on housing strategy. Close to 6000 workers on the whole programme.  Workforce is largely local until specialist substation works commence.  Working on contracting strategy to recruit as many people from the local supply chain as possible.  60-70% of workforce will need some accommodation as coming from elsewhere in Scotland or elsewhere.  ‘support the delivery of housing over the period’.  1000 homes housing 2,500 workers.  Identifying houses that they can help fund.  For this project:  SSE renewables house here in Cannich (the Hydro house?) will purchase and take ownership of it and when they leave it will be available for local people.  Working with Springfiled to lease a number of those homes and then half will go to the local council at the end of the project (see follow up email)  
c. Question:  how will the housing at Drumnadrochit benefit Cannich?  There was no reasonable answer (see follow up email)
d. Have you put agreements in place already with large local accommodation providers. No.  Will be finalising the accommodation strategy over the next 4-6 months.
e. Aware re concerns around tourism exploring alternative short-term accommodation – liaising with local accommodation providers.
f. Commitment to bussing workers onto site – putting in place a travel plan.
g. Not planning on building a workers’ camp for this project.
h. Expect limited movements off site to source catering.
i. Meet the buyer event –planned for 29th April hosted by BAM – opportunity for local businesses to speak informally regarding local supplier opportunities – mid afternoon until evening.
j. Community Liaison Group will be in place until construction is complete.  Will be set up in the coming weeks.  Anyone impacted would be welcome.  Would welcome representation from Glen Urquhart.  Information sharing both ways the details of project timescales, what is coming up, working around particular local events.  Confirmed will take all feedback from the community.  Sessions can be attended by specialists within the team for focus on particular aspects.
k. Local community benefit fund £530,000 across 5 years.  Will open next year.  Will initially consult the community.  Local fund but unclear if it is Strathglass.  GP mentioned that the Community Action Plan and Community Place Plan is in development across the three villages within Strathglass.
l. Updates will be made on a web page – which will be shared with the community to inform of local developments and impacts.

5. Energy Infrastructure Proposals:
a. Fasnakyle BESS - Appeal Update – Further representation made to the DPEA by SCC.  Date for representations extended to 3rd March if anyone wishes to communicate with the DPEA – please contact GP for contact details.
b. Bingally & Fanellan Substations Update:  The Chair thanked Alex Grigg for presenting on behalf of the community council.  There is an option to go for a Judicial Review and this was discussed.  We would need a review of the case to assess whether the correct process was followed.
c. Cnoc Farasd Windfarm – no further information at this stage.
d. Ballach Windfarm  - no further information at this stage.
e. Glen Earrach Hydro- concerns regarding cumulative impact of traffic Drunadrochit to Balnain.
f. SSEN – staff / contractor accommodation – discussed in meeting above

6. Update on Community Action Plan and Local Place Plan for Strathglass:  Consultant Nick Wright who worked on the Fort Augustus plan working with the sub-group.  Surveys will come through every door.  Website will have survey on too.  Meeting at the community hall on 29th March. TRA to be included as a consultee group. 

7. SCC Member Updates:DT
· Forestry & Deer Management – FLS will attend our next meeting for March
· DT drew attention to the Natural Environment Bill Stage 3 which has gone through – likely to be passed in April or November.

8. Treasurer’s report £10,119 current balance. Report provided by Treasurer.
· Awaiting grant for 2024/25
· Still need to apply for additional funds for basic running costs
Action:  GP to liaise with LC to agree amount required and complete an application.

9. Additional items/community concerns:
a. Hazardous road conditions (inc. speed in Cannich) 
b. Increase in traffic and travel disruption
c. Forestry and ice issues – road into/out of Tomich
SCC in contact with the Roads Manager on the above. 
Action:  DF will chase up for visit.
d. Beaver monitoring:  Noting additional release at Glen Affrice.  No issues reported.
e. Tomich lights and speeding measures:  DF confirmed the 93% vote to turn the lights off at 11pm and on again at 7am.

10. AOB
a. Issues raised regarding the standard of works on A831 Glenurquhart – THC is onto it and requiring improvements to road conditions.  DF confirmed that THC was aware of the issues and had requested further works to improve.
b. Verges are being destroyed by timber trucks – verges are collapsing and beginning to push the walls into the gardens (the walls are listed) In addition, logging trucks are coming through at 6am and 7pm at night.  Action:  DF will contact Alastair McLeod who is responsible for these arrangements and will feed back.

11. Date/Time of the next meeting: 25 March 2026 at 7.30pm

