
Strathglass Community Council

Wednesday 25 March 2026 at 7.30pm @ Cannich Hall

Meeting Notes - Draft

Attendees:
Members:
Dr Georgina Parker Vice Chair acting as Chair and Secretary
Gordon Beckley
Lee Carlyle, Treasurer
Karl Falconer
	
		Associate members:
Alex Grigg 
		Karen Edwards 
	
Highland Councillor Chris Ballance 
Ian Alsopp, Forest & Land Scotland

24 members of the community

Apologies: 	Humphrey Clarke
David Tulloch
Highland Councillor David Fraser


1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, giving apologies for the Chair.  No conflicts of interest were declared

2. Minutes of the last meeting were approved and it was determined that any actions were covered in the agenda.

3. Partner updates:
a. Soirbheas:  KE provided an overview.
Relaunched smaller grant schemes, up to £1000, simplified the forms.  Example of marketing for Men’s Shed.  
b. SACC: AG provided an update.
AGM one week ago:  looking for trustees – fun and satisfying
Hall now has entertainment licence
Drainage has been repaired
Promotion of the community action plan:  consultation day this Sunday.
5 McColl Road discussions on handover from SSEN
Website work is under way
Strathglass gala poll out

4. Forestry and Land Scotland in attendance:  Ian Alsopp
a. GP explained the impact of the harvesting upon the Tomich Road, including ice impacts from run off.  
b. KE asked regarding the conditions of the contract, including unapproved road closures and timber extraction issues 
c. GP requested that there would be a lessons learned review, using the Tomich work as example.
d. KE asked re monitoring of the contracts – Ian Alsopp said there is an antiquated system to arrange timber collection 
e. KE raised a question regarding the movements of timber outside of hours or at speed.
f. GP raised that contracts through public procurement have mechanisms to control quality and compliance, which should be used by FLS.
g. KE asked what had happened to the previous quarterly meetings regarding harvesting plans.
ACTION: Ian will attend the next meeting with the future plan and will provide contact information for FLS management.


5. Energy Infrastructure Proposals:
a. Fasnakyle BESS Appeal Update: The DPEA has confirmed that they will make an unaccompanied visit to the site.  Date unknown.
b. Bingally: 
i. Discussed SSEN’s presentation from the last meeting.  GP explained that SCC has written to SSEN to follow up on concerns of attendees that the information provided regarding accommodation was known to be incorrect.  Discussed email and response to the SSEN Community Liaison Manager following the last meeting. 
ii. Meet the contract events expected to take place on 8th April, focussed on housing and the second on 29th for wider contract possibilities (catering, cleaning and other services)
iii. Discussed the forming by SSEN of the Community Liaison Group and the need to have terms of reference agreed.  Attendees agreed to a suggestion from AG to ensure that local stakeholders groups should be represented and take a leadership role in the CLG. Members of the public are also welcome to attend CLG. Dates suggested were 15th or 22nd April  
ACTION:  GP to advise a preference for 15th April as the 22nd is the next SCC meeting.
iv. A member of the public raised concerns that BAM still using Tomich to get to the substation site, despite assurances from SSEN that this would not happen until the access road was completed.
v. Challenges to Bingally are being pursued – action outlined.
vi. Fanellan Substation:  Will be a PLI but no visit
c. Cnoc Farasd Windfarm: no update.
d. Ballach Windfarm: no update
e. Glen Earrach Hydro – possibly coming to planning ‘shortly’ according to CB.
f. Beauly Denny pylon proposal going to committee end June.

6. Update on Community Action Plan and Local Place Plan for Strathglass :
a. Consultation event on Sunday at Cannich Hall. Free soup, cakes and entertainment. Important to capture ideas in order to secure funds that become available.  A good response to the survey so far.

7. SCC Member Updates:
· Forestry:  See above re FLS.

8. Treasurer’s report and agree revised date for AGM – LC
a. Healthy balance of just under £2,000.  Grant received for 2025/26
b. Accounts for 2025/26 will be ready to go for review within the next couple of weeks.
c. AGM to be scheduled at the May 20th meeting

9. Additional items/community concerns:
a. Hazardous road conditions (inc. speed in Cannich) 
b. Road from Fasnakyle to Tomich – reports of pot holes and harvesting vehicles degrading of the edges of roads – potential damage to listed walls in Tomich Village.  Pot holes have been reported but no action.  Action:  CB to raise with Highland Council
c. Beaver monitoring: quarterly meeting has not happened this quarter. Mitigation group due to start on second meeting.  Nothing heard.
ACTION:  Chair to follow up

10. AOB

ACTION: Ask David to find out whether sensors can be added to the water work lights on A831.

11. Date/Time of the next meeting: 22 April 2026

