


Strathglass Community Council

Wednesday 28 January 2026 at 7.30pm @ Cannich Hall

Draft meeting notes


Attendees:	Humphrey Clarke (Chair)
		Dr Georgina Parker (Vice Chair & Secretary)
		David Tulloch

		Councillor Chris Balance, Highland Council
16 members of the community

Apologies:	Karl Falcolner
		Gordon Beckley
		Leeson Carlyle
Councillor David Fraser


1. Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest

The Chair welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance.  
The Chair noted that the council was not quorate with only 3 community councillors present, so no votes could be taken.
There were no conflicts of interest declared.

2. Approval of minutes and review of actions

Councillors approved the minutes and actions were all completed or on this meeting agenda.

3. Partner updates:
a. Soirbheas:  An update provided by email was read out by the Vice Chair.  A reminder that tier two funding was available was noted..
b. SACC: no information was received but it was noted that the booking fees for the hall had been increased, putting further pressure on the SCC budget.

4. Energy Infrastructure Proposals:
a. Fasnakyle BESS:  the developers have submitted an appeal at the last moment.  The SCC agreed to provide a statement including photographs of the planned development area to the reporter.  Members of the public expressed concerns regarding the appeal in particular because of fire risk to the village and to Glen Affric and impact upon the amenity of the area, wildlife and residents. Councillor Balance confirmed that SFRS guidance could be referred to in any statement.  He said that the reporter will likely come out to visit the location and that there will be an evidence session.  Timescales are currently unknown.
b. Bingally & Fanellan Substations:  Awaiting outcome of Fanellan application following the public meeting and site visit.  
Bingally public event at 9.30am 18th February at the Highland Council Headquarters.  Those who made comment on the application will receive a notification and confirmation that they can speak at the event for 5 minutes.  The SCC Chair has requested that SCC be given 10 minutes for their statement but has not yet received a response.  The Vice Chair confirmed that a third and final submission / objection had been made by SCC summarising concerns from the community, putting forward the argument that SSEN was in contravention of NPF4 in that it hadn’t taken into account the situation of the development and had not shown that it had considered a GIS option, which would have several advantages over AIS in terms of fire safety (arc containment), weather protection, installation time, significantly less space and therefore less damage to peatland, wildlife and the landscape.  It also included mitigation measures discussed at previous meetings.  Residents raised concerns regarding local housing and holiday accommodation being repurposed for construction workers.  
c. Cnoc Farasd Windfarm: objection sent in line with feedback received from residents.  Concerns related to: cumulative impact, construction, landscape, safety (BESS) and impact upon cultural heritage.
d. Ballach Windfarm: objection sent – awaiting outcome  
e. Glen Earrach Hydro
f. SSEN – staff / contractor accommodation:  

5. Update on Community Action Plan and Local Place Plan for Strathglass 
· Update sent from Karen Edwards summarised. 
· Schools consultation progressed. 
· Next meeting of the sub-group is next week.  
· There will be a full update at our next meeting re wider consultation.
· Discussed the wide range of bidding opportunities available, which evidence from the consultation could support. 

6. SCC Member Updates:
· Forestry & Deer Management – 
· DT – nothing major to report.  Will ask FLS to come along to the march meeting.

7. Treasurer’s report and agree revised date for AGM – LC
a. The Chair read out a summary report from the Treasurer
b. We have a shortfall of £119 between our annual statutory outgoings and our annual council grant and will need to make an application for additional funds.  
c. Suggestion from a resident SSEN pay the additional fee for using the community hall and equipment
d. We have received the Balance Sheet and P&L statement from the treasurer but awaiting supporting information before the accounts can be signed.  Once received, we will arrange an AGM as a short online meeting, as this is now 5 months overdue.

8. Additional items/community concerns:
a. Hazardous road conditions (inc. speed in Cannich); SSC in communication with THC.  Request for speed counter light in Cannich.
b. Increase in traffic and travel disruption due to works traffic and roadworks
c. Forestry and ice issues – road into/out of Tomich is unsafe in icy conditions and this is affecting the lives of residents, including their ability to travel to medical appointments and to work. Residents have expressed concerns regarding the speed of some traffic, including works traffic through Tomich. Request for speed counter light in Tomich.
d. Cannich traffic lights at the bridge; issues with sensors.
e. Beaver monitoring – first meeting last week.
f. First responders - funding for medical packs sourced. 
g. Tomich lights and speeding measures:  Survey to take place in houses along and adjacent to the lit area.  SCC will send the survey to residents whose homes are alongside the lights and those adjacent, and those in the line of site. 

9. AOB
a. A82 will be closed for 3 nights from February 22nd with timed access once per hour. 8pm to 6am, from Lewiston.  Query regarding lifeboat station access.  Chris Balance will send through an email for David T to advise the Lifeboat Service.

10. Date/Time of the next meeting: 	
a. AGM: As soon as accounts are signed off
b. Normal scheduled meeting: 25 February 2026




