
 

 

Culbokie Cycling and Walking Study 
 

Overview 
Culbokie Community Trust (CCT) applied to Sustrans for funding of a feasibility study through the 
Places for Everyone Programme to investigate options for a walking, cycling, and wheeling route from 
the village of Culbokie to the A9. The aim of Places for Everyone is to create safe, attractive, healthier 
places by increasing the number of trips made by walking, cycling, and wheeling for everyday journeys. 
 
A key focus for this scheme is to ensure a safe walking, wheeling, and cycling environment within the 
village by slowing traffic down and connecting the missing sections of footway as well as providing a 
continuous, direct, and coherent dual-purpose cycle/walking path linking Culbokie to the (currently 
isolated) bus shelter at Duncanston on the A9. 
 
Pell Frischmann have developed a design strategy to improve the cycle and walking environment in 
Culbokie and the connection between the Village and the A9. This note summarises the current 
proposals as they stand. It should be noted that this is only Stage 1 of the process and is seen as the 
first iteration. The layout and interventions are subject to change as the design process develops 
following further consultation process. 
 

Methodolgy 
To ensure that a robust feasibility study is carried out, Pell Frischmann undertook the following tasks: 
 

 Identify and map the most suitable route options (assessed against the factors critical to the 
success of long-distance route development, promotion, and future-use) and the most suitable 
path techniques; 

 Catalogue known constraints; 

 Host several community consultation events in Culbokie to present the proposals and 
implement recorded feedback into the study; 

 Meet with the pupils of Culbokie Primary School and Fortrose Academy to present the 
proposals and implement recorded feedback into the study; 

 Liaise with the Steering Group (The Highland Council, Stagecoach, Client, Community 
Councillors) throughout, particularly to discuss alternative routes and to ensure that the 
feasibility study is complementary to the wider cycle and walking facilities within the area; 

 Carry out negotiations with landowners along the line of the proposed path in order to assess 
the likelihood of getting permission for the route; 

 Create an all-abilities route and carry out an Equalities Impact Assessment to ensure the 
proposals do not discriminate against any user group;  

 Produce concept designs of the agreed proposals, measurements, and specifications 
compatible with the relevant legislation, regulations, and guidelines, including Cycling for 
Design Scotland standards; 

 Produce a detailed budget for the establishment of the recommended route; 

 Support in the development of a behaviour change strategy in order to inform future funding 
applications and activities to ensure that the maximum people-focused benefits are derived 
from the creation of this path; and 

 

Summary of Study Area 
The study area between the northeast end of Culbokie and the A9 has limited pedestrian and cycle 
infrastructure at present. The study area is currently served by the B9169, which is a single carriageway 
60mph trunk road with no footways outside of the village and changes to a 30mph road with a 
discontinuous footway through the village proper.  
 
In the village centre (considered to be the section of the village where the Culbokie Inn and Spar 
Culbokie are located) the roads have good forward visibility, and this can lead to high vehicle speeds. 
To combat this, a set of chicanes have been installed southwest of the Primary School. Another set 



 

 

were installed south of the village shop. The community have raised concerns that they are often 
ineffective at slowing traffic as they are not used properly. To improve safety for the school pupils a 
20mph speed limit has been installed outside the school along with a signalised pedestrian crossing 
outside the school entrance. This also works towards slowing traffic down. Both sides of the road are 
developed with residential houses and small cul-de-sacs. There is one short section of agricultural 
farmland northeast of the village centre. 
 
Out with the village, the B9169 is bordered by agricultural farmland with residential properties located 
at multiple points along the route.  The road layout is mostly straight and flat, making it a prime location 
for drivers to increase vehicle speed.  However, there is a blind corner approximately 500m from the 
junction on the A9. The B9169 carriageway within and out with the village is narrow, making it difficult 
for traffic to pass as there is a lot of agricultural machinery moving in and around the study area. 
 
A review of the online accident data site Crashmap has highlighted that in the past five years there has 
been one accident on the B9169 within the study area, it was recorded as slight at the junction with the 
A9.  The data does not appear to be up to date as it does not include a fatal accident that occurred at 
Dunvournie, south of Culbokie, on the 28th May 2014, this occurred at the blind corner circa 500m from 
the A9. Nor does it include an accident that occurred at the B9169 / A9 Junction on the 25th of July 
2019. 
 

 
 

Existing Infrastructure 
After considering Sustrans funding criteria, the surrounding area and the possible routes which could 
be taken, Pell Frischmann determined that following the B9169 as closely as possible would be the 
most suitable option with regards to both user satisfaction and funding criteria. 
 



 

 

 
 
It is noted that within the village boundaries along this corridor, the footways are discontinuous, while 
cyclists currently use the road. The current speed limit is 30mph. Out with the village where the vehicle 
speeds are at national limit, some beginner or unconfident cyclists may feel unsafe, though there are 
no cycle or walking path provisions. At the junction between the B9169 and the A9 there is a bus stop, 
though it is mostly redundant without suitable footway access or cycle parking facilities. 
 
There are no National Cycle Routes passing through Culbokie (the nearest, NCR1, sits to the west and 
runs through Dingwall) and the only core walking path passes through Culbokie Wood, to the east of 
the B9169. 
 

Flooding 
A search of the SEPA online archive GIS portal was carried out to establish if there was any flooding 
which may inform the location and construction method of any cycle and walking route. The results of 
this search came back detailing that flooding was evident within the study area. Having reviewed the 
mapping and spoken with residents, we are of the opinion that the areas shown relate to a local loch 
(Loch Culbokie) and rivers that run from it. From discussions with residents, there were many anecdotal 
comments on poor drainage and concern over impact of these proposals. It was therefore concluded 
that flooding should be considered within any designs to improve on the local provision.  
 



 

 

  
 

Ancient Woodland 
A search of the www.environment.gov.scot website has indicated that sections of woodland in and 
around Culbokie Wood are designated as long-established areas of woodland which has a lesser 
designation than ancient woodland but is still a protected designation. This makes tree removal difficult 
as obtaining planning permission is unlikely. 
 

 
 

Landowners 
A review of the Crofting Register has highlighted that there are no crofts in the study area. It is 
understood that this register is not always up to date.  
 
Pell Frischmann contacted the Land Register for Scotland to obtain ownership data. Unfortunately, all 
the deeds were still within the sasine search and do not have title plans, as such, we wrote to all the 
properties within the area to see if we could identify land ownership.  
 



 

 

As can be seen in the figure below, there appear to be multiple landowners along the B9169, many of 
whom are hereditary owners. We have attempted to contact all parties and the wider community to 
gauge the level of support for the proposed route.  
 

 
 
Some of the landowners contacted are currently unsupportive of the scheme. 
 

Design Considerations 
After determining the corridor and considering the existing provisions and limitations, we proceeded to 
the give consideration to the design of the scheme with certain objectives and aims in place. Such 
interventions are noted in the table below: 
 

Objective Intervention  

Slow traffic within the village   Introduce a 20mph speed limit; 

 Install both physical and psychological traffic calming 
measures within the village; and 

 Introduce Gateway features to imply that vehicles are entering 
a Village environment. 

Improve Pedestrian Facilities 
within the village  

 Install 2m wide footways in the sections where they don’t exist; 

 Widen footways which are narrower than 2m; and 

 Introduce pedestrian crossing points at desire lines.  

Encourage cycling within the 
village  

 Introduce a 20mph speed limit; 

 Install both physical and psychological traffic calming 
measures within the village; and 

 Introduce Gateway features to imply that vehicles are entering 
a Village environment. 



 

 

Slow traffic between the A9 at 
Duncanston and Culbokie  

 Introduce a 40mph speed limit from the junction with the A9 to 
the village; and 

 Install physical measures to slow vehicles down. 

Make cycling from the village to 
the A9 safe and appealing   

 Slow traffic on the B9169; and 

 Introduce a 3m wide shared path from the southern extent of 
the village to the A9. 

 

Initial Designs 
Once preliminary objectives were determined, initial designs were compiled which included speed limit 
changes, improved footway provision, and traffic calming features. In some sections, two options were 
prepared to reflect different possibilities. 
 
As the route was defined by keeping to the B9169 and any infrastructure that runs alongside it, it 
generally travels in a north-east direction. The proposed route is 4km in length and would require a  
footpath to be provided on both sides of the road between the playpark on the C1027 and Carn Mor. In 
some places this would simply require widening of existing footpaths, in others it means the construction 
of entirely new paths. Throughout this section a 20-mph speed limit and traffic calming measures would 
allow cyclists to use the road safely. Past Carn Mor, there would be a 3m wide off-road shared use path 
for both cyclists and those on foot, with a 1.5m verge separation. 
 
Beginning at the junction with the C1027, there would be a change in speed limit from 30mph to 20mph 
and installation of a footpath skirting the playpark, narrowing the C1027 in the process. There would 
also be a raised table at the junction to slow inbound traffic. The footpath would continue on the eastern 
side of the B9169, requiring widening in some places. It is proposed that a footpath is also installed on 
the western side to cater to the houses in that location. 
 
Continuing along the B9169 there would be more footpath widening and installation. It is also proposed 
to remove the existing chicane systems and install buildouts at particular spots where vehicles might 
increase speed. Through the village centre, there are two proposed ideas; to install or update footpaths 
on both sides of the carriageway, or to create an ‘alternative surfacing throughout’ where the character 
of the village is emphasised to psychologically calm traffic. In the second option there would also be a 
2 m wide footpath to the west of the road. 
 
The traffic calming methods would continue to the extent of the 20mph limits. The new footpath 
construction would continue until past Glascairn, at which point the proposed 2m wide footpath would 
become a 3m shared use path with a 1.5m verge separation between itself and the carriageway. 
 
At Durrus and Shalom, the width of the shared use path would need to be reduced slightly, instead it is 
proposed that it becomes a 2.5m wide path with no verge separation to avoid expensive road 
realignment. At Durrus, a build out will be installed to accommodate the path. At Shalom, there is 
adequate width within the corridor to provide a localised narrowing of the B9169 and introduce the 2.5m 
wide shared path. 
 
To ensure that this is a safe intervention the speed limit would need to be reduced from national speed 
limit to 40mph until the A9. This section of the B9169 would benefit from a speed limit reduction down 
to 40mph to benefit safety. 
 
At the bus stop on the A9, bike parking could be installed and the existing path upgraded as it is currently 
a stone drain, making it difficult for those with mobility issues to access the bus shelter. 
 

Consultations 
After initial detailed designs were drawn up, a series of presentation boards were compiled showing the 
potential proposals. These were presented to the community on multiple occasions, where feedback 
was recorded. Examples of these designs are included below, and subsequent consultations are briefly 
detailed in the table that follows: 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Event  Summary of feedback 

Local Councillor Meeting 
The Highland Council Offices 
Dingwall 
 
11th November 2019 

 Importance of a safe walking and cycling route connection 
between the village and the A9; 

 The importance of improved active travel links within the Black 
Isle; 

 Offer of support where possible; and 

 Suggestion of liaising with the roads department to identify 
landowners. 

Public Consultation 
Culbokie Village Hall 
 
21st of November  
 

 Mixed support, though it is fair to say that generally 75% of the 
feedback was supportive; 

 Child safety (particularly on the section of road outside the primary 
school) was key; 

 Speed reduction on the road through the village was generally well 
received but not by all; 

 The B9169 through the area is currently considered to be too fast; 

 Currently there is a lack of speed signage; 

 The proposed scale of traffic calming was not well received; 

 Narrowing of the road was considered a bad idea because of the 
current amount of buses and agricultural vehicles which travel 
through the village; 

 The existing chicanes were universally disliked because they were 
perceived not to work and, in some cases, caused drivers to speed 
up; and 

 The initial idea of putting the path behind the football pitches was 
not liked.  

Public Consultation 
Culbokie Church 
 
23rd of November  
 

 Narrowing of the road was not liked, as a result of the large 
agricultural vehicles which travel through the village; 

 One resident who was an HGV driver suggested that on narrow 
roads his wing mirror must overhang the footway which he 
considered to be dangerous; 

 One resident raised concerns that narrowing the road would 
impact on her getting out of her street as the school buses stopped 
directly outside her house; 

 There was general support for slowing vehicles down through the 
village; 

 The amount of traffic calming was not liked as it would create noise 
pollution and possibly increase emissions; 

 Concern over the potential impact on bus provision; and 

 Concerns over drainage. 

Primary School Consultation 
Culbokie Primary School 
 
23rd of November  
 

 Unanimous support; 

 Child safety (particularly on the section of road outside the school); 

 Speed reduction on all roads; 

 The B9169 through the area is too fast; 

 Currently there is a lack of speed signage; 

 Need for a safe walking and cycling route for the wider community; 

 Street lighting was considered a must; and 

 Creating of community space was keenly supported.  



 

 

Event  Summary of feedback 

Public Consultation 
Culbokie Church 
 
23rd of November  
 

 Unanimous support; 

 Speed reduction on all roads; 

 The B9169 through the area is too fast; 

 Currently there is a lack of speed signage; 

 Need for a safe walking and cycling route for the wider community; 

 Street Lighting was considered a must; and 

 Creating of community space was keenly supported.  

Primary School Consultation 
Culbokie Primary School 
Christmas Market 
 
29rd of November  
 

 Strong support for the proposals; 

 Child safety (particularly on the section of road outside the school); 

 Speed reduction on all roads; 

 The B9169 through the area is too fast; 

 Lack of speed signage; and 

 Need for a safe walking and cycling route for the wider community. 

 
Key messages from the first consultation round were as follows: 

 Too much traffic calming; 

 Concerns over noise pollution; 

 Road width reduction not popular; 

 Continuous footpath very popular; and 

 Speed limit reductions somewhat popular. 
 
The designs were refined, and the following changes were made: 

 Traffic calming measures were reduced; 

 The chicane system was removed; and 

 Narrowing of carriageways was localised and minimised. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Following these changes, a second round of consultation was held. A summary of these is briefly 
detailed below: 
 

Event  Summary of feedback 

Public Consultation 
Culbokie Village Hall 
 
5th December  
 

 Generally, a more supportive audience who were delving into the 
details a little more; 

 Scheme more supported than the previous version; 

 One comment of a request to move the gateway on the east of the 
village 25m further east; 

 One comment regarding too much traffic calming on the eastern 
entrance of the village; 

 One comment relating to the lack of consultation with the bus 
providers; and 

 Two separate consultees were very supportive and thought the 
scheme was great. 

High School Consultation 
Fortrose Academy 
 
10th of December   
 

 Unanimous support; 

 Child safety (particularly on the section of road outside the school); 

 Speed reduction on all roads is required; 

 The B9169 through the area is too fast; and 

 Need for a safe walking and cycling route for the wider community. 

 

Statistics and Data 
Data taken from Road Traffic Statistics showing the traffic passing through Culbokie are shown below. 
The figures are daily averages calculated from all traffic counts over the course of the year. A value of 
zero means there were either no recorded vehicles of that type or too few to register after rounding. 
 
As can be seen from the following figures, in 2017 the vehicle used most is the car at 76.7%, with the 
second most being light goods vehicles at 19.1%. Only 7 pedal cycles were recorded, though there 
were 18 recorded in 2016. The accuracy of the technology in detecting bikes is questionable given the 
huge annual discrepancies. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Travel Partners taken from the 2011 Scottish Census data show that 36% of the Highland Population 
walk to their place of Study, the most popular transport mode.  Other forms such as cycling is recorded 
at 2.7%.  23% use cars and bus transport use is 25%. 
 

 
 
Travel Partners taken from the 2011 Scottish Census data show that 11.5% of the Highland Population 
walk to their place of employment. Other forms, such as cycling, is recorded at 4.5%.  62.5% still rely 
on car use. Bus transport is only 4.2%. 
 



 

 

 
 
This data is useful in the wider context of determining benefit against the regional and national averages 
but is not wholly accurate in relation to a rural community such as Culbokie.   
 
Further Census Profile data for Culbokie is available to compare to the regional and national averages. 
These can be seen in Figure 38 below. It should be noted that the more detailed data does not 
distinguish between employment and study. 
 

 
 
As can be seen the local level data shows residents of Culbokie are 11% more reliant on car and van 
use that the rest of the highlands when travelling to work or study is considered and 13% more reliant 
than the national average.  
 
Similarly, based on the local travel statistics outlined above, there appears to be significant potential to 
encourage greater levels of active travel. Regionally walking and cycling are respectively similar to and 
slightly higher than the national average, though at a local level they are considerably lower due to the 
lack of suitable infrastructure.  This suggests that communities are willing to use active travel as a 
means of transport to places of study and that if facilities are provided, they will be used. 
 
To further substantiate this CCT undertook a survey at the Culbokie Primary School in early 2019 and 
the results were that 81% wanted to walk and cycle to school, but due to lack of infrastructure this  
currently sits at 16% walking and 8% cycling compared to 61% driving and a further 6% using cars. 
 
The Cycling Action Plan for Scotland (CAPS 2017-2020) sets out the Scottish Government’s vision for 
cycling in Scotland: 
 

 We remain committed to the shared vision of 10% of everyday journeys by 2020, and positively 
promote modal shift away from vehicle journeys which will over time reduce car use for local 
trips; 



 

 

 We will continue to support local authorities and Regional Transport Partnerships in developing 
local and regional active travel plans/strategies; 

 We will support the six remaining Scottish cities in introducing “Bike Life” reports, similar to the 
City of Edinburgh’s Bike Life report, with additional support through Sustrans who led the project 
across the UK during 2015/2016; 

 We will continue to support local authorities in building community links to the highest standard, 
including re-allocation of road space in favour of cycling and walking through the Community 
Links PLUS design competition; and, 

 As part of the Community Links PLUS competition, we will encourage those bidding to include 
sufficient and realistic levels of resource funding to enable the best possible infrastructure to 
be delivered on time and to budget. 

 

Cost Estimates 
We have compiled the following cost estimate for the construction of the full scheme. At this stage we 
do not have detailed information to allow for an accurate costing of Public Utility diversions, land 
purchase (if required), unknown drainage modifications and unknown ground conditions, we have 
however included a 44% optimism bias at this stage to account for aspect that are unknown. 
 

Culbokie Active Travel Village - Full Scheme 

Item Quantity (m2) 
Unit Cost 

(£) 
Total (£) 

New Footway Provision 2575 £50.00 £128,750.00 

Widened Footway Provison 450 £25.00 £11,250.00 

Pedestrian Crossings - Signals 4 £25,000.00 £100,000.00 

Build Outs  6 £6,000.00 £36,000.00 

Speed Tables  2 £15,000.00 £30,000.00 

Signage  40 £20.00 £800.00 

3m Shared Use Path 5250 £50.00 £262,500.00 

Town Centre Enhancements  1 £150,000.00 £150,000.00 

Street Lighting Improvements  1 £75,000.00 £75,000.00 

     
Net Total £794,300.00    
Construction Time  9 Months     
Preliminaries @ 10% £79,430.00    
Design @ 10% £79,430.00    
Optimism bias @ 44% £349,492.00    
VAT @ 20% £158,860.00    

Gross Total  £1,461,512.00    
 
We understand that funding is sometimes not as readily available as hoped and as such we have 
reviewed the scheme and provided a cost estimate for a scheme which we consider to still be fundable 
by Sustrans but removes some of the more expensive interventions such as the full Town Centre 
modifications. 
  



 

 

 
 

Culbokie Active Travel Village - Reduced scheme 

Item Quantity (m2) 
Unit Cost 

(£) 
Total (£) 

New Footway Provision 2575 £50.00 £128,750.00 

Pedestrian Crossings - Zebra 4 £8,000.00 £32,000.00 

Build Outs  6 £6,000.00 £36,000.00 

Speed Tables  2 £15,000.00 £30,000.00 

Signage  40 £20.00 £800.00 

3m Shared Use Path 5250 £50.00 £262,500.00 

Street Lighting Improvements  1 £45,000.00 £45,000.00 

     
Net Total £535,050.00    
Construction Time  7 Months     
Preliminaries @ 10% £53,505.00    
Design @ 10% £53,505.00    
Optimism bias @ 44% £235,422.00    
VAT @ 20% £107,010.00    

Gross Total  £984,492.00    
 

 
SWOT Analysis 
The SWOT Analysis allows us to assess the opportunities and constraints of the route split into two 
corridors – the first being within the village boundaries and the second being the extent from Carn Mor 
to the A9. Each Design Principle is details in the Sustrans Design Guidelines. The route section is 
assessed against these criteria and scored on a scale of -3 to 3, with -3 being essentially non-fundable 
and 3 meeting the criteria fully. 
 

Within the Village of Culbokie 

Design 
Principle 

Information Score (+/- 3) 

Safety 

- Completely segregated footway offering improved safety 
for pedestrians from other road users.  

- Improved crossing facilities  

- Reduction of speeds to below 20mph to make cycling safer 

- Lighting could be provided along full route. 

3 

Directness 
- Direct link between the village centre and outlying 

residences. 

- Route has no detours from the existing B9169. 
3 

Coherence 
- The route is wholly coherent as it is continuous and 

recognisable. 

- Route will be appropriately signed. 
3 



 

 

Comfort 

- Design will create facilities for walkers, providing a smooth 
and completely segregated surface without the 
interruption of on-road vehicular traffic. 

- Cyclists will be required to utilise the road within the village 
boundaries, the reduction of speed limit will make this a 
more attractive option. 

- The entirety of the route is flat and as such the gradient is 
consistently low. 

2 

Attractiveness 

- The design will have a positive impact on the surrounding 
environment. 

- The construction is an opportunity to improve placemaking 
by creating both place and a method to access them. 

- Collaborating with Scottish Natural Heritage by providing 
placemaking for local features and historical landmarks 
would add to the attractiveness of the route. 

2 

Adaptability - The route can open options to create a wider active travel 
network on the Black Isle. 

2 

Accessibility 

- Accessibility to the route from the west and east is good 
as it connects into existing footways within the village.  

- Improved crossing facilities will help link the two sides of 
the village separated by the B9169.  

- The route will be accessible for all user groups. 

- Easier and safer travel for disabled users. 

2 

Socio-
economic 

- This provision, along with wider enhancements, will 
encourage and facilitate further tourism. 

- Improved pedestrian access to local trip generators, such 
as the shop and pub. 

- Reduced vehicular access to the shop, possibly resulting 
in reduced business. However, this might be offset in more 
people cycling, walking, and wheeling to the shop. 

- Introducing school children to active travel at an early age 
has proven health benefits throughout life. 

2 

Deliverability 

- The only barrier to this route is public support as any 
proposals will require a planning application. 

- Currently consultations have become more positive as the 
scheme has developed. 

- Funding for construction currently not secured. 

- Political support in principle. 

- Support from relevant council departments unknown. 

- Roads Planning Officer aware. 

0 
 

Total  19 

 

From the Village to the A9 

Design 
Principle 

Information Score (+/- 3) 



 

 

Safety 

- Completely segregated active travel path offering safety 
from other road users, providing a 3m wide shared use 
path with a 1.5m verge separation between users and the 
road for most of the route. 

- Overhead street lighting would not be possible from where 
the 30mph zone ends onwards.  

- Potential for solar powered bollards or up lighters beyond 
the 30mph could be installed to make the route safer.  

2 

Directness 
- Direct link between the village centre and the A9. 

- Route has no detours from the existing B9169. 
3 

Coherence 
- The route is wholly coherent as it is continuous and 

recognisable. 

- Route will be appropriately signed. 
3 

Comfort 

- Design will dramatically improve facilities for cyclists and 
create facilities for walkers, providing a smooth and 
completely segregated surface without the interruption of 
on-road vehicular traffic. 

- The entirety of the route is flat and as such the gradient is 
consistently low. 

3 

Attractiveness 

- The design will have a positive impact on the surrounding 
environment by removing a maintenance burden from the 
council (verge trimming) and providing an easily 
maintained surface. 

- The construction is an opportunity to improve placemaking 
by creating both place and a method to access them. 

- Collaborating with Scottish Natural Heritage by providing 
placemaking for local features and historical landmarks 
would add to the attractiveness of the route. 

2 

Adaptability 

- The route can open options to create a wider active travel 
network on the Black Isle. This is restricted as a result of 
the A9 to the west unless some form of formal controlled 
crossing facility was installed 

2 

Accessibility 

- Accessibility to the route from east is good as it connects 
into existing footways in the village centre. 

- The route is fairly level and so will be accessible for all user 
groups. 

2 

Socio-
economic 

- This provision, along with wider enhancements, will 
improve connection to public transport and will bring active 
travel-based tourism benefits 

- Introducing school children to active travel at an early age 
has proven health benefits throughout life. 

2 

Deliverability - The only barrier to this route is land ownership. 
 

-2 

Total  17 

 

Summary 
Culbokie Community Trust (CCT) applied to Sustrans for funding of a feasibility study through the 
Places for Everyone Programme to investigate options for a walking, cycling, and wheeling route from 
the village of Culbokie to the A9. This programme aims to improve the infrastructure for these modes 
of transport and by doing so, linking the places people live in with the places they want to get to.  
 
Pell Frischmann (PF) were commissioned by Culbokie Communtiy Trust to undertake a Feasibility 
Study into a walking and cycling route from the village of Culbokie to the A9, located on the Black Isle. 



 

 

As part of the feasibility work, Pell Frischmann carried out an assessment of the study area, highlighted 
interventions which could offer benefit to the community, engaged with the client and various community 
groups, and refined the designs before presenting to the local community at seven consultation events.  
 
Pell Frischmann have also engaged with key stakeholders, including Highland Council and Stagecoach 
and Ferintosh Community Council to ensure that the appropriate permissions, such as landowners’ 
support and Local Authority approvals, are secured. 
 
The Feasibility Study has been prepared to help inform both Culbokie Community Trust and Sustrans 
on the viability associated with the provision of a walking, cycling, and wheeling route between Culbokie 
and the A9.  
 
The key objectives were to:   
 

 Increase walking, cycling, and wheeling for everyday journeys; 

 Provide a safer route for the community and its facilities; 

 Encourage people to become more involved in physical activity; 

 Encourage children and others to learn to cycle safely; 

 Support children cycling to school and other destinations; 

 Enhance the health of children and adults; 

 Help children to gain independence and confidence; 

 Help parents to have confidence in children’s ability to use bicycles; 

 Reduce traffic congestion and pollution; 

 Improve community spaces; 

 Allow school children access to a safe route to carry out their “mile a day” exercise; and 

 Provide an inclusive all-abilities segregated walking and cycling route. 
 
From the investigations that have been carried out to date, the following conclusions can be made:  
 

 There is a viable solution to slow traffic down within the village to improve cycling opportunities; 
o This is subject to stakeholder agreement in terms of planning permission and agreeing to 

a lower speed limit 

 There is a viable solution to provide improved and continuous footway provision through the 
village; 
o This is subject to stakeholder agreement in terms of planning permission 

 There is a viable route to the A9 for a shared path; 
o This is subject to landowner agreement 
o This is subject to stakeholder agreement in terms of planning permission and agreeing to 

a lower speed limit 

 There is broad support for the scheme from most of the community; 

 There is a small group of residents who were not supportive of the scheme when first presented 
and have continued their objection to the revised layouts;  

 Several landowners along the route have generally been unsupportive based on initial 
discussions: 

 Given the current position of land owners along the route and the cost of land purchase, it is 
proposed to develop the section within the village as Phase 1. This is considered to be more 
readily achievable and funded. 

 
The route within the village is perceived as being low risk in terms of consenting and is very deliverable. 
The viability of the route from the south of the village to the A9 will come down to the willingness of 
landowners to allow their land to be used for this purpose. 
 



 

 

Pell Frischmann recommend that the following steps are carried out to ensure smooth progression 
through to detailed design: 
 

 Ongoing engagement with SUSTRANS;  

 Ongoing engagement with all stakeholders and landowners;  

 Ongoing engagement with the local Community;  

 Undertake a topographical survey; 

 Undertake any environmental studies relating to the construction of the scheme;  

 Undertake geotechnical testing of areas where footway construction is to be used;  

 Undertake the Outline Design and Stage 2 deliverables; 

 Split the Project into Phase 1 (Village Section) and Phase 2 (onward connection to the A9) 


