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OUR FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE
In April next year, the Chorus will be
performing Bach’s St Matthew Passion in
our favourite venue, St Nicholas’ Chapel.
Widely regarded as one of the
masterpieces of classical music, this sacred
oratorio will be performed as Bach
originally intended for double choir,
double orchestra and solo voices.
So you can imagine what the demands will
be for the Chorus not only musically but
also in resources. Two orchestras, 5
soloists plus an eight part choral texture! It
is going to be a huge test of our ingenuity
and versatility. Luckily, Tom, our intrepid
Music Director and all the KLFC Chorus
members have risen to the challenge.
To aid the production of this momentous
concert, KLFC has decided to set itself a
fundraising goal of £4000. Several
fundraising ideas such as quizzes, book
sales, copper collections, a Barn Dance and
our MD’s sponsored 45 mile walk will be
planned over the next few months.
Tom, in a moment of mad enthusiasm
suggested he attempts a two day
sponsored walk from St Edmundsbury
Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds to St
Nicholas’ Chapel in the heart of King’s
Lynn. He then intends to take a rehearsal!
Not an insignificant effort which deserves
our praise and admiration. If anyone
reading this article would like to support
Tom then please go to his fundraising page
at www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
passionwalk For any general SMP donations
between now and April then please pledge
via the contact page on our website
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk. We
shall be very grateful for every penny.
Tickets will go on sale at the King’s Lynn
Corn Exchange later in the year so:
SAVE the DATE
ST MATTHEW PASSION
Saturday 4th April 2020 at 7pm
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Monday May 13th was the beginning of our Summer
term, and what a great start we had. We welcomed over
20 people who had heard the call and were eager to “have
a go”! Yes, the Sing for Shelter choir is born, made up of
our talented KLFC Chorus plus lots of new recruits. This is
part of a nationwide project, bringing together choirs and
singers across the UK with one common goal: to help
combat the homelessness crisis we face.
Our new singers obviously enjoyed their 45 minute session
as most stayed to hear the Chorus grapple with new music
that we shall be performing in October with VOCES8.
More of that exciting concert later but for now, we must
thank everyone who turned up on that first night and
indeed others who swelled the numbers the following

week. For a first rehearsal, it was brilliant and by the time
of the concert on 14th July, we shall be amazing. Do
support this worthy cause by donating at https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/singforshelter - and
knowing our enthusiastic MD, you might even get a
chance to join in on the day.
Thank you for being on our mailing list.
Please be assured that your details are secure with us and will not be given
to nor used by third parties. If your details are incorrect or you no longer
wish to remain on our mailing list, please contact us via the website
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk

Remembering our last concert on 4th May with a letter of thanks
Verdi Requiem: a choir perspective
Dear Ely Sinfonia,
Thank you so much for having invited us to sing with you again and be part of the Verdi Requiem
experience. Ely cathedral, Ely Sinfonia, wonderful soloists and Steve Bingham - what more could a choir
want? The whole journey from first sing through to final performance has been inspiring and enjoyable to
say the least.
To be able to sing with an orchestra is always very special and to be able to do so in the amazing Ely
Cathedral makes the experience all the more memorable. To watch all the musicians so concentratedly
busy and working away to get things right is inspiring. One can’t help but be respectfully aware of the
hours and hours of practice each individual puts in to make the final coming together so glorious.
We hope that the orchestra had as much fun as the singers. Being given permission by both Verdi and
Steve Bingham to sing as loudly as possible about anger and calamity is a treat not afforded to most
mortals. Tom, our Music Director, had encouraged us to access our “inner Italians” and so you can guess
how exhilarating we found the singing of the Dies Irae (all of them), especially with the orchestra crashing
and banging all about us. We could hardly contain ourselves! Tom had also attempted to get us to
“emote” a bit more than we usually do. Did we? Let’s hope we managed to express the less dramatic but
emotionally powerful passages too.
We think we can speak for everyone when we say how much we missed Tom’s reassuring presence on
Saturday. He had threatened to appear by divine intervention, all the way from a wedding in Bristol, if we
made too many nasty hissing S’s in a specific spot. However, Steve requested: “Really nasty hissing S’s”
and Tom didn’t appear. Phew! Many of you will have been at the first joint rehearsal in Haddenham on
that gorgeous bright afternoon in March. This is where KLFC revealed to you our secret weapon...Tom
“Four Voices” Appleton. How on earth does he do that?
So, what a wonderful Eel Day we all had. Entering the
Cathedral while Molly Dancers danced to their tune and
then singing to our tune while the rain threw itself down
with such force it was felt by the second violins! Seeing
the people of Ely coming into the Cathedral to shelter
from the rain and then staying resolutely, to listen and
enjoy. Watching a little boy of today, entranced by the
soloists, entering into the musical and emotional world
created so long ago by Verdi.

Interesting fact: One of our sopranos,
Helen has the surname L’ Estrange. Her
husband’s great-great grandfather was
Henry Le Strange. The very one who
painted the first six ceiling panels.

Thank you for having invited us. We hope we will meet
again soon.
Hazel Richards & Mike Walker
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500 YEARS OF CHORAL CLASSICS. SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER 2019
with

VOCES8

King’s Lynn Festival Chorus is looking forward to performing with the talented and world renowned vocal octet
VOCES8 on 6th October.
Described as a “purring musical machine”, this talented British ensemble
has performed at many notable venues around the globe including
Wigmore Hall in London, Tokyo Opera City, Singapore’s Victoria Concert
Hall and the Palacio de Bellas Artes Mexico City. Touring highlights of
their 2019 season will include concerts throughout the UK and Europe,
across USA and Japan, and debut visits to Australia and Lithuania.
So we are delighted that such talented and sought after young artists
have agreed to join us in St Nicholas’ Chapel for our special autumn
concert.
We shall be celebrating 500 years of choral music from Allegri’s
Miserere to modern classics by the Beatles and Billy Joel. Look out for
more programme details on our website
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk
Photo supplied by VOCES8 media
This is a concert not to be missed so put the date in your diary. Tickets are on sale at the King’s Lynn Corn Exchange Box
Office on 01553 764864 or book on-line at
https://www.kingslynncornexchange.co.uk/whats-on/ Ticket prices range from £17 to £24.
Book early to take advantage of reduced ticket prices in our “Early Bird” offer until the end of July. Under 18s free.

Help KLFC by registering with the charity funding site
Easyfundraising :
WHEN YOU RAISE £5 - EASYFUNDRAISING WILL MATCH IT!
Please sign up to #easyfundraising and help us raise FREE
funds for King's Lynn Festival Chorus when you're doing your
everyday shopping online. THIS IS FREE MONEY FOR US!
Plus, when you raise your first £5, easyfundraising will
match it! This short video explains how simple it is and it
doesn't cost you anything – http://efraising.org/
cv1Wj5Bman.
Over 3,600 big-name retailers such as Argos, John Lewis, Boden, Apple, Confused.com, ASOS, even Amazon
and eBay all give free donations when you make an online purchase with them.
Sign-up using our unique link and search for
King's Lynn Festival Chorus: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/XVVS9H

We would love to hear from you. Email to: secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk or using the ‘contact’
page on our website www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk
Alternatively get in touch through Facebook or Twitter @kl_festchorus
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