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Welcome	to	an	exciting	new	season	with	so	much	to	look	
forward	 to.	 We	 are	 keenly	 anticipating	 the	 visit	 of	
VOCES8	 next	 month	 and	 our	 Christmas	 concert	 is	 just	
around	 the	 corner!	 The	mighty	 St	Matthew	Passion	will	
be	the	highlight	in	Spring	then	in	July	2020	we	return	to	
the	King’s	Lynn	Festival	for	an	exciting	performance	yet	to	
be	announced. 
		
We	are	currently	raising	funds	towards	the	performance	of	
St	 Matthew	 Passion	which	 calls	 for	 a	 double	 orchestra.	
Although	baroque	orchestras	 are	much	 smaller	 in	 size	 to	
say,	 a	 Brahms-ian	 one,	 nonetheless,	 for	 this	 iconic	
masterpiece	we	bring	 the	Meridian	 Sinfonia	made	up	of	
professional	musicians	playing	period	instruments.	
A	whole	 host	 of	 fund-raising	 activities	 are	 to	 be	 held	 or		
have	 already	 taken	 place	 to	 support	 this	 very	 special	
concert.		More	details	on	page	3.	

“Christmas Fantasia" 
Saturday	December	21st	at	4.30pm	
King’s	Lynn	Minster,	Saturday	Market	Place	
Join	 us	 for	 a	 late	 afternoon	 of	 seasonal	 music	 and	
readings,	 or	 perhaps	 enjoy	 a	 moment	 of	 reflection,	
listening	to	the	familiar	or	something	new	that	will	remind	
us	of	the	true	meaning	of	Christmas.		
There	 will	 be	 cherished	 carols	 to	 sing	 and	 music	 of	 a	
bygone	age	to	listen	to,	including	the	well	loved	“Fantasia	
on	 Christmas”	 by	 one	 of	 our	 finest	 composers	 Ralph	
Vaughan	Williams.		
Pre-booked	tickets	are	priced	at	£12	(	free	for	12	year	olds	
and	under)	or	£15	purchased	on	the	door.	
Tickets	 are	 available	 via	 Chorus	 members	 or	 by	 ringing	
Penny	on	01553	672416.	Alternatively	email	your	requests	
to	 secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk.	Look	out	 for	
m o r e	 p r o g r amme	 d e t a i l s	 o n	 o u r	 w e b s i t e	
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk,	FB	and	Twitter	page.		
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OUR NEXT CONCERT 

Sunday October 6 2019 7pm 
St Nicholas’ Chapel, King’s Lynn  

 
Celebrating	500	years	of	choral	music	

with	VOCES8	
We	described	this	talented	octet	in	our	last	
newsletter	but	we	can’t	emphasise	enough	
how	 lucky	 we	 are	 to	 have	 such	 an	

accompl i shed	
group	 of	 young	
artists	 join	 us	 in	
King’s	 Lynn.	 The	
more	 we	 learn	
about	 them,	 the	
more	excited	we	
get! 

Image	supplied	by	VOCES8	media  

The	programme	is	a	wonderful	assortment	
of	 old	 and	modern	masterpieces	 requiring	
some	 complex	 and	 emotional	 singing.	 It		
includes	Allegri’s	Miserere	which	might	not	
have	 seen	 the	 light	 of	 day	 outside	 the	
Vatican	-	allegedly,	without	the	efforts	of	a	
certain	 child	 prodigy,	 W.	 A	 Mozart.	 He	
wrote	 it	 out	 from	memory	 after	hearing	 it	
for	the	first	time	as	a	14	year	old!	
Another	highlight	is	Tippet’s	Five		Spirituals	
from	his	deeply	pacifist	oratorio	“A	Child	of	
our	Time”	inspired	by	the	events	that	
preceded	the	Second	World	War.	
VOCES8	will	be	singing	part	of	 the	concert	
on	their	own	for	us	to	appreciate	why	they	
are	so	very		highly	respected	internationally	
for	 their	 ensemble	qualities.	We	especially	
look	 forward	 to	 hearing	 Nat	 King	 Cole’s	
“Straighten	Up	and	Fly	Right”	arranged	by	
the	talented	Jim	Clements.	
Tickets	are	on	sale	at	the	King’s	Lynn	Corn	
Exchange	Box	Office	on	01553	764864	or	
book	on-line	https://
www.kingslynncornexchange.co.uk/
whats-on/		Ticket	prices	£17	to	£24	

Thank	you	for	being	on	our	mailing	list.			
Please	be	assured	that	your	details	are	secure	with	us	and	will	not	be	given	
to	nor	used	by	third	parties.	 	If	your	details	are	incorrect	or	you	no	longer	
wish	 to	 remain	 on	 our	 mailing	 list,	 please	 contact	 us	 via	 the	 website	
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk		
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                                   JOIN US! 

																						         NEW SEASON - NEW ‘FEEL GOOD’  HOBBY? 

It	is	now	recognised	that	singing	is	good	for	one’s	sense	of	well	being. 

If	you	enjoy	singing	or	have	sung	in	the	past	and	can	follow	a	music	score,	why	not	spend	2	1/2	hrs	 	each	
week	during	term	time	having	a	musical	workout?	You	will	be	guided	by	highly	accomplished	professional																
musicians	-		Tom	Appleton,	Music	Director	and	Ben	Horden,	Assistant	Music	Director.	

People	who	would	 like	to	 join	the	choir	are	 invited	to	attend	a	 few	rehearsals	before	taking	an	 informal	
(and	friendly)	voice	test.		

								Image	taken	at	a	recent	rehearsal	in	St	Nicholas’	Chapel,	September	2019	

For	more	information	please	email	the	Secretary:	secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk	,	alternatively	
message	via	Facebook	or	Twitter	@kl_festchorus,	or	on	the	CONTACT	page	of	our	website	

www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk 
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FUTURE	FUND	RAISING		FOR	ST.	MATTHEW	PASSION	CONCERT	

MUSIC	QUIZ	
As	part	of	our	 fund	raising	efforts	to	finance	a	performance	of	Bach’s	mighty	St	Matthew	Passion	next	year,	
why	not	join	us	for	a	fun	night	taking	part	in	a	MUSIC	QUIZ?		
Never	fear,	It	 	won’t	 	be	 	all	about	choral	music	or	classical	music!	 	Forget	about	Bach	and	Beethoven	 	for	a	
while.	
So,	pop	pickers	amongst	you		(without	giving	too	much	away!),	dust	off	those	‘ancient’	dust	covers	of	the		best	
age	in	popular	music	and	join	in!		
A	group	of	4	makes	up	a	team,	but	don’t	worry	if		there	are	not		4	of	you	–	you’ll	be	put	together	with	others	
to	make	up	a	team……..		It	could	be	the	winning	team!		
An	entertaining	evening	pitting	your	musical	wits	with	others,	and	raising		some	valuable	funds	too.				
Wednesday	18th	September	at	6.45pm	at	Eagles	Golf	Club,	Tilney	All	Saints	
Contact	:			Adrian	Johnson	on		adrianjohnson1967@gmail.com 

                 
BARN	DANCE		
Re-live	youthful	memories	on	the	DANCE		floor	as	well,	and	show	the	modern	generation	what	fun	a	BARN	
DANCE	can	be!					
Saturday	October	26th	at	8pm.	Carriages	at	11pm.		Middleton	Village	Hall	
BAND		‘	SHANANIKINS’.			FOOD	-	HOG	ROAST	from	BLACK	ROC	PORK.		Bring	your	own	non-alcoholic	
beverages.	
BIG	RAFFLE.	Tickets		£12.50	each,	available	at	rehearsals	from	Margaret	Horn,	or	message	your	request	on	the	
‘contact’	page	at		www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk.		
There	will	be	a	cut-off	time	of	at	least	two	weeks	before	the	event	on	26th	October.	So	Margaret	says:	’Please	
do	get	your	tickets	in	good	time……….	if	the	Coffee	Morning	was	anything	to	go	by,	the	Barn	Dance	promises	to	
be	a	cracking	evening!!’	

SPONSORED	SKY	DIVE	
Penny,	a	courageous	alto,	is	jumping	out	of	an	aeroplane	for	our	cause	and	another	charity	of	her	choice.	The	
sky	dive	takes	place	on	Sunday	29th	September	and	we	shall	bring	you	pictures	in	the	next	edition!		

MUSICAL	AFTERNOON		
’Music	around	the	Harp’	Saturday	28th	September,	3pm.	Whissonsett	Church,	Norfolk.	With	songs,	recorders	
and	light	refreshment.	Admission	is	free.	Donations	gratefully	received	for	the	Saint	Matthew	Passion	Concert.	

OTHER	FUNDRAISING	ACTIVITIES	

 
SING	FOR	SHELTER	JULY	14th	2019	
KLFC	were	involved	this	summer	in	a	community	project,	supporting	the	work	of	SHELTER,	to	raise	awareness	
and	help	the	plight	of	the	homeless.			
ALEX	WOOLF	 the	 songwriter	was	commissioned	by	 this	 charity	 to	write	a	 song	 suitable	 for	 the	project	and	
choral	groups	around	the	country	were	invited	to	perform	it	in	their	area.	
Titled	 ‘A	PLACE	TO	CALL	HOME’,	 it	was	 given	 its	 local	 premiere	 in	 a	 free	 concert	 ‘MUSIC	ON	THE	 SQUARE’		
during	the	KL	Festival	on	an	outside	stage	set	up	in	Tuesday	Market	Place.			
A	bucket	collection	that	afternoon	yielded	a	handsome	sum	of	£400	–	a	huge	‘thank	you‘	to	the	generosity	of	
the	audience	that	afternoon.		
Many	of	us	us	will	be	at	the	London	Coliseum	in	October	 	 to	record	Alex	Woolf’s	song	together	with	other	
groups	 from	 all	 round	 the	 U.K.	 What	 an	 occasion	 that	 will	 be,	 meeting	 up	 with	 other	 choral	 groups	 in	 a	
common	cause.		This	recording	will	be	on	SHELTER’S	website	in	time,		for	all	to	view,	worldwide.	
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TOM’S	MARATHON	WALK	

We	salute	our	Music	Director	Tom	Appleton,	who	in	July	completed	his	two	day,	55	mile	sponsored	walk	from	
Bury	St	Edmunds	to	St	Nicholas'	Chapel	in	King's	Lynn.	A	wonderful	achievement	with	proceeds	going	towards	
the	SMP	fund.	

A	few	words	from	Tom	on	his	marathon	walk……..	

“	 To	 raise	 funds	 for	 next	 year’s	 performance	 of	 that	 great	 iconic	 masterpiece,	 J.S.Bach’s	 St.	 Matthew	
Passion,	and	to	support	the	Chorus	in	their	fund	raising	efforts	for	the	same	project,		I	took	inspiration	from	

the	great	man’s	marathon	walk	in	his	
younger	days,	 	of	400	km	to	attend	a	
concert	……	in	a	moment	of	madness,	
hopefully	not	to	be	repeated	again!		

I	left	my	home	in	Bury	St	Edmunds	on	
the	Sunday	 	morning	 (28th	 	 July)	and	
walked	 through	 Cu l ford ,	 RAF	
Lakenheath	 and	 on	 to	 Hockwold	
where	I	spent	the	night.		

Monday	 (29th)	 my	 route	 took	 me	
through	 Southery,	 Ten	 Mile	 Bank,	
Downham	Market	and	into	the	King’s	
Lynn	Travelodge	car	park	where	40	or	
so	of	the	Chorus	joined	me	for	the	last	

mile	 to	 St	Nicholas’	 Chapel,	 there	 to	 be	 greeted	 by	 the	
ringing	of	bells	of	St.	Nicholas……..	what	a	welcome!		

It	wasn’t	quite	the	400	km	that	Bach	did,	but	89	km	done	
in	19	hrs	within	a	36	hour	window,	 	 and	125,000	 steps	
according	to	my	app!	 	A	few	days	hobbling	around	after	
that	with	swollen	ankles	as	well,	I	feel	I’m		done	with	my	
mid-life	crisis!		

I’ve	 been	 totally	 amazed,	 humbled	 and	 thrilled	 by	 the	
support	 I’ve	 received	 from	 the	 Chorus,	 supporters,	
friends,	 followers	 online,	 the	 general	 public	 who	 have	
been	so	kind	and	generous		

But	above	all	to	my	parents	who	were	my	support	team	
in	 their	 camper	 van,	 providing	 comforting	 sustenance		
ranging	from	porridge	to	the		full	English!	“		

																																								

				Tom,	still	smiling	with	our	Chairman:	Veronica	Hutchby	
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SMP	COFFEE	MORNING	

South	Wootton	

21st	August	2019	

A	message	from	the	organiser:		MARGARET		HORN		-			

Wednesday,	 21st	 August	 saw	 the	 culmination	 of	 three	
and	half	months	planning	and	preparation	that	went	into		
a	two	hour	coffee	morning	 	which	 	brought	in	well	over	
£900!		

Twenty	 five	 KLFC	 members	 and	 several	 husbands	 and	
friends	 welcomed	 the	 public,	 produced	 refreshments	 and	 ran	 stalls	 selling	 such	 delights	 as:	 pre-owned	
jewellery,	crafts,	books,	puzzles,	and	delicious	cakes.	Many	of	the	games	took	us	back	to	our	childhood	such	
as	“Guess	How	Many	Sweets	in	the	Jar”	and	the	very	popular	and	addictive	Marbles	Game	(that	was	also	
enjoyed	by	the	helpers	after	the	doors	closed	to	shrieks	of	laughter).	

We	 also	 had	 two	 intrepid	 Pirates	 visiting	 us:	 Little	 Beard	 and	White	 Beard	 (Nick	 Torry	 and	 Neil	 Quinn).		
Dressed	for	the	part	with	specially	grown	beards,	their	game	involved	looking	for	treasure	on	the	beautifully		
crafted	Treasure	Island.	Thank	you	Jim.	

The	 overall	 feedback	 was,	 that	 it	 was	 like	 walking	 into	 an	 old	 fashioned	 coffee	morning	 with	 everyone	
chatting	 happily	 away	 to	 people	 they	 see	 once	 a	week,	 	 across	 the	 room	at	 rehearsals,	 sitting	 at	 tables	
decorated	with	pretty	fresh	flowers	and	greenery	posies	in	their	bowls,		on	colourful	table	cloths.		

None	of	 this	could	have	happened	without	 the	teamwork	and	enthusiasm	from	all	who	took	part,	before	
and	on	the	day.		Some	even	talking	about	doing	another	one	again,	sometime!!	

Thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart,	to	everyone,	however	small	or	large	their	part,	without	whom	we	
could	not	have	achieved	this	result.	

Images:	Amanda	Hughes	

		

�5



MEMORIES	FROM	A	RETIRED	MEMBER	OF	THE	CHOIR	

LOOKING	BACK	

“There	is	absolutely	nothing	like	choral	singing.	I	have	sung	all	my	life	in	a	variety	of	choirs	and	it	is	the	most	
satisfying	occupation.	Orchestral	players	have	their	 instruments	to	help	them	but	as	a	singer	you	have	to	
make	 each	 note	 individually,	 tune	 in	 with	 the	 rest	 of	 your	 section	 and	 then	 join	 with	 other	 voices,	 all	
contributing	to	the	whole.	
One	memorable	 event	 in	my	 time	with	 the	 choir	 however,	was	 not	 as	 a	 singer	 but	 from	when	 I	was	 an	
accompanist.	We	were	 singing	 the	 Faure	Requiem	 in	 1987	 in	 the	 old	 Corn	 Exchange.	A	 grand	 piano	was	
borrowed	 from	 Springwood	 High	 School	 and	 I	 took	 great	 delight	 in	 making	 that	 piano	 sound	 like	 an	
instrument	in	the	orchestra.	

However,	our	concerts	were	usually	accompanied	by	an	organ	or	an	orchestra	and	during	my	long	period	as	
the	rehearsal	pianist,	I	always	sang	in	the	concerts	as	well.		
Then	Julian	Wilkins	and	later,	John	Byron	came	to	play	and	I	was	to	return	to	my	place	with	the	altos.	Julian	
and	John	were	both	excellent	musicians	and	wonderful	pianists	and	accompanists.	Julian	had	a	marvellously	
funny	trick	of	letting	all	the	chords	slide	down	a	semitone	at	a	time	when	we	made	mistakes.	I	never	worked	
out	how	he	did	it	but	 it	made	everyone	laugh	and	it	released	the	tension.	Julian	left	to	do	great	things	in	
Birmingham	and	we	met	John	Byron.	 I	shall	always	remember	his	expertise	with	the	hundreds	of	notes	 in	
Bach’s	 choruses,	 all	 played	 at	 break-neck	 speed	 and	 his	 sensitivity	 in	 the	 lovely	 introduction	 to	 Vaughan	
Williams	“Serenade	to	Music”.	

Just	 before	 this,	 in	 2001,	 Michael	 Kibblewhite	 had	 a	 arrived	 to	 be	 the	 Music	 Director.	 I	 have	 so	 many	
memories	of	Michael’s	time	with	the	choir	but	chief	among	them	must	be	his	wonderful	Christmas	Concerts.	
Audiences	 queued	 up	 outside	 St	 Nicholas’	 Chapel,	 there	 were	 candle-lit	 processions	 of	 sopranos,	 lots	 of	
audience	participation	and	“fun”	numbers	for	the	choir,	 like	Leroy	Anderson’s	“Sleigh	Ride”.	Even	the	sub-
zero	temperatures	in	the	Chapel	couldn’t	detract	too	much	from	the	delight	of	those	concerts.	

Michael	 left	 to	 live	 in	 Italy	 and	 Tom	 arrived	 in	 2010,	 bringing	 a	 very	 different	 way	 of	 working	 but	 also	
getting	wonderful	 results.	 I	am	really	 sorry	 that	 time	caught	up	with	me	and	 I	 felt	 I	 should	 retire	when	 I	
would	 like	 to	 have	 sung	 for	 many	more	 years	 with	 Tom.	 He	 taught	 us	 the	 joy	 of	 singing	 really	 quietly,	
something	 I	had	always	hoped	we	would	do	and	that	 is	a	 really	special	memory	 for	me.	Other	highlights	
must	include	the	Rachmaninoff	Vespers,	the	Bach	B	minor	Mass	with	period	instruments	and	Choral	Classics	

in	 the	 Minster,	 which	 included	 a	 magical	
performance	 of	 “Like	 as	 the	 Hart”	 by	
Howells.	 Tom	has	a	gift	 for	getting	 to	 the	
heart	of	a	piece	of	music	and	conveying	to	
the	 choir	 how	 to	 sing	 it	 to	 the	 greatest	
satisfaction	-	for	singers	and	audiences.	

And	 now	 I	 am	 a	 member	 of	 those	
audiences.	 I	 sit	 and	 listen	 to	 the	expertise	
of	the	singers	in	front	of	me	and	marvel	at	
the	 progression	 of	 the	 choir	 since	 1977	
when	I	joined.	I	am	so	glad	I	belonged	and	
had	 so	 many	 years	 of	 pleasure	 and	
memories	 to	 treasure,	 of	 singing	 with	
King’s	Lynn	Festival	Chorus.”	

Image:	A	Concert	in	St	Nicholas’	Chapel	
Nancy	Wright.		2019		
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ADVANCE	NOTICE	 

Bach’s	ST	MATTHEW	PASSION			

Saturday	April	4th		2020		

St	Nicholas’	Chapel	

Mark	this	in	your	diaries	–	a	performance	of	the	mighty	St	Matthew	Passion,	one	of	the	
brightest	jewels	in	the	crown	of	the	choral	repertoire.		

Not	always	performed	by	amateur	groups	because	of	the	expense	involved	with	double	
orchestras	and	double	choirs.		

We	would	love	to	hear	from	you.	Email	to:	secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk		or	use	the	‘contact’	
page	on	our	website	www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk 

 Alternatively	get	in	touch	through	Facebook	or	Twitter	@kl_festchorus	

KLFC	Newsletter	5	2019.	Editor:	Yodah	Galloway
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Help	KLFC	by	registering	with	the	charity	funding	site	Easyfundraising	 

Great	news!	£30.66	has	now	been	raised	for	King's	Lynn	Festival	Chorus	and	we	can	raise	MORE	this	month!	
Just	remember	to	use	#easyfundraising	every	time	you	shop	online	–	no	matter	what	you’re	buying.	4,000	
shops	and	sites	will	donate,	so	you	can	raise	when	you	buy	all	of	the	things	you’d	be	buying	anyway.	If	you	
haven’t	signed	up	yet,	it’s	easy	and	completely	FREE.		

Visit: http://efraising.org/53kkJyzBvi 

This	short	video	explains	how	simple	it	is	and	it	doesn't	cost	
you	anything	–	http://efraising.org/cv1Wj5Bman.	
Over	 3,600	 big-name	 retailers	 such	 as	 Argos,	 John	 Lewis,	
Boden,	Apple,	Confused.com,	ASOS,	even	eBay	all	give	free	
donations	when	you	make	an	online	purchase	with	them.		

Sign-up	using	our	unique	link	and	search	for	 
K i n g ' s	 L y n n	 F e s t i v a l	 C h o r u s :	 h t t p s : / /
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/XVVS9H	

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h231aa13e,18c8c1af,18d56b45&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=performance-2019&utm_content=promoter_wup_u5_20190903&origin=PSU18
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h1e0c8254,6ced10b6,8e0600&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2019&utm_content=referral-supporter_newnur_20190324&origin=R1866
http://confused.com/
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