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Donations	for	the	Chorus		at	no	extra	expense	to	you!	
As	we	 approach	 the	 climax	 of	 the	 season	 for	 giving,	 and	
your	 fingers	 are	 busily	 tapping	 on	 keyboards	 ordering	
those	 special	 gifts,	 please	 consider	 clicking	 onto	 your	
favourite	 site	 via	 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/klfchorus/	
Registering	 and	 using	 this	 platform	 will	 help	 King’s	 Lynn	
Festival	 Chorus	 raise	 funds	 every	 time	 you	 shop	 online,	
with	 over	 4000	 big	 name	 retailers	 signed	 up,	 including	
Argos,	John	Lewis,	ASOS,	and	Booking.com. 
Collectively,	 these	 donations,	 whether	 they	 be	 small	 or	
large,	 will	 help	 us	maintain	 the	 standards	 that	 you	 have	
rightly	come	to	expect	from	us,	as	well	as	helping	to	keep	
ticket	 prices	 at	 a	 reasonable	 level	 as	 much	 as	 possible.		
Thank	you	if	you	are	already	using	this	platform.		

Talking	 of	 fund	 raising,	 heartfelt	 thanks	 go	 to	 our	
members	who	have	taken	on	so	enthusiastically	the	raising	
of	 funds	 for	our	 ‘big	gig’	next	April:	Bach’s	ST	MATTHEW	
PASSION	(SMP).	
So	many	members	 have	made	 huge	 efforts	 in	 organising	
themselves	 to	do	so	much.	Our	SMP	 fund	has	benefitted	
from	 ongoing	 regular	 fund-raising	 efforts	 such	 as	 	 cake	
making,	 sponsored	 slimming,	 raffles,	 copper	 coins		
collections,	 books	 and	 greeting	 card	 sales	 and	 sale	 of	
preloved	 items.	 Plus	 we	 have	 seen	 huge	 ‘one-off’	 	 fund	
raising	efforts	such	as	Tom’s	marathon	walk,	a	tombola,	a		
concert	‘	Around	the	Harp’,	a	Coffee	and	Craft	morning,	a	
fun	Music		Quiz,	and	even	Parachute	Jumping.		
There	have	also	been	others	who	have	financially	donated	
and	 ‘sponsored’	 specific	 items	 -	 like	a	2nd	violinist’s	bow	
and	other	diverse		objects	-		to	make	the	fund-raising	fun.		
A	 huge	 thank	 you	 -	we	 salute	 you	 and	 apologies	 if	
anyone	has	been	left	off	the	list	inadvertently. 
The	 fund	stands	 in	excess	of	£6000	at	 the	moment.	 	But	
it’s	by	no	means	closed	to	further	donations!	 
																																																																																		By	Grace	Ng	
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OUR NEXT CONCERT 

Christmas Fantasia 
Saturday	21st	December	2019	4.30	pm	
The	Minster,	Saturday	Market	Place,	

King’s	Lynn	 
In everyone’s year, two kinds of 

dates are fixed points: anniversaries 
(e.g birthdays) and Christmas! 

In	this	time	of	politically	shifting	sands	and	
uncertainty,	Christmas	Day	stands	out	like	a	
solid,	 secure	 beacon,	 a	 fixed	 point	 which	
we	can	all	relate	to.		
Join	 us	 then,	 to	 celebrate	 and	 give	 thanks	
that	we’ve	 survived	 the	 highs	 and	 lows	 of	
this	 turbulent	 year	 and	 look	 to	 the	 new	
year	with	renewed	hope.	

Christmas	 Fantasia	 is	 a	 programme	 of	
seasonal	 music	 and	 readings,	 something	
old,	 something	 contemporary.	 New	 to	
some,	comfortingly	familiar	to	others.	From	
Palestrina	to	Jingle	Bells	there’s	something	
for	everyone.		
The	perennial	choral	favourite	‘Fantasia	on	
Christmas	Carols’	 	by	King’s	Lynn’s	adopted	
resident	 Ralph	 Vaughan	 Williams	 is	 a	
centrepiece	 around	 which	 seasonal	
readings	of	Dickens,	Madeleine	L’Engle	and	
others	 are	 embellished	 by	 the	 singing	 of	
popular	 and	 familiar	 carols	 for	 all,	 to	 raise	
the	roof	of	the	Minster.  
Immerse	 	yourselves	 in	 	 the	sounds	of	the	
splendid	 Minster	 organ	 with	 its	 recent	
additions	 of	 new	 pipes,	 put	 through	 its	
paces	by	our	own	Ben	Horden.	
Oh	yes,	don’t	forget	there’ll	be	mulled	wine	
and	 mince	 pies	 too,	 available	 during	 the	
interval.	

Our	thanks	go	to	Penny	Matkin,	the	‘go-to’	
person	 for	 this	 concert.	 Ring	 Penny	 on	
01553	 672416	 to	 buy	 tickets.	 £12	 in	
advance	 and	 £15	 on	 the	 door.	 Children	
under	12	free.	

Thank	you	for	being	on	our	mailing	list.			
Please	be	assured	that	your	details	are	secure	with	us	and	will	not	be	given	
to	nor	used	by	third	parties.	 	If	your	details	are	incorrect	or	you	no	longer	
wish	 to	 remain	 on	 our	 mailing	 list,	 please	 contact	 us	 via	 the	 website	
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk		

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/klfchorus/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/klfchorus/
http://www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk
http://www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk


�2

																													HIGHLIGHTS	OF	SMP	FUNDRAISING	
QUIZ	NIGHT	Adrian	Johnson	writes:	
King’s	Lynn	Festival	Chorus		held	their	first	Music	Quiz	Night	on	Sept	18th	at	the	Eagles	Golf	Centre,	Tilney	
all	Saints.		
Questions	were	mainly	on	50s	and	60s	popular	music.	The	atmosphere	was	friendly	yet	competitive.		Only	
6	points	separated	the	teams	at	the	end	of	the	quiz.		
All	 teams	 showed	 their	musical	 knowledge	with	 the	eventual	winning	 team,	 the	FOUR	TOPS,	 scoring	53	
points	out	of	60.		They	were		presented	with	a		trophy	provided	by	Dewhurst	Trophies.		
An	evening	buffet	was	provided,	 	a	raffle	was	drawn,	with	proceeds	shared	between	the	Festival	Chorus’	
SMP	FUND		and	Guide	Dogs	for	the	Blind.		
Comments	about	the	evening	were	positive,	with	a	view	for	future	quizzes	in	the	future.		
My	thanks	go	to	all	the	participants	and	all	who	contributed	to	such	a	successful	evening.		
Here’s	to	the	next	one……	

PARACHUTE	JUMPING	Penny	Matkin	writes:		
I’ve	always	wanted	 to	do	a	 tandem	parachute	 jump,	 so	my	husband	offered	 to	gift	me	 that	 for	my	65th	
birthday.	
This	was	an	opportunity	to	do	some	fundraising,	especially	as	KLFC	are	raising	money	for	the	SMP	fund.	
The	 jump	 took	place	 in	Beccles	on	a	 cloudy	Monday	morning.	We	had	 to	be	 there	at	 8.30	a.m.,	 unsure	
whether	the	jump	would	happen	as	there	was	torrential	rain	all	weekend.		
After	a	2-hour	wait,	(which	didn’t	help	nerves!)	it	was	all	systems	go	…	
The	plane	 climbed	 to	12,000	 feet,	 and	 strapped	 to	a	 very	nice	 young	man	 called	Hal,	we	 fell	 out	of	 the	

plane	towards	a	huge	pillow	of	clouds.	
The	 feeling	was	 incredible!	 	 Freefalling	 and	 apart	
from	 the	 noise	 of	 the	 wind,	 totally	 silent.	 	 The	
plane	was	a	spot	in	the	distance.		
We	twirled	and	turned	until	 it	was	time	to	deploy	
the	big	parachute	(at	about	5,000	feet)	–	we	 	shot	
up	back	into	the	sky	as	a	result.	
Not	sure	if	I	enjoyed	that	bit	though.		However,	we	
then	floated	gently	back	to	earth	where	we	landed	
smoothly,	 albeit	 	 in	 a	 slightly	 undignified	 fashion,	
on	our	bottoms!		
Would	 I	 do	 it	 again?	 Perhaps	 not	 next	 week,	 but		
what	 an	 event	 to	 have	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	
experience!	
So	a	huge	 ‘thank	you’	 to	husband	Tim	for	 funding	
it,	and	to	everyone	who	sponsored	me.		
I’ve	raised	£840	to	date.	 	 	The	amazing	 	generosity	
of	everyone	still	astonishes	me.	 	 	The	funds	will	be	
divided	 between	 our	 SMP	 fund	 and	 Cancer	
Research.		

MUSIC		AROUND	THE	HARP	Sue	Stewart	writes:	
A	 good	 crowd	 turned	 out	 on	 the	 afternoon	 of	 Saturday	 September	 28th	 to	 listen	 to	 a	 truly	 uplifting	
selection	of	music	for	harp,	voice	and	recorders.	The	harpist	was	Alan	Heath	who,	with	Jenny	Vickers,	sang	
folk	songs	from	both	sides	of	the	Pond,	 including	 	Sally	Gardens,	Waly	Waly	and	Scarborough	Fair.	 	Alan	
also	 sang	 some	 from	his	home	 territory	 in	 the	Deep	South.	 The	 recorder	 group	 (Jenny	Vickers,	 Johanna	
Willson	 and	 Charles	 Levien)	 played	 some	 arrangements	 of	 Spirituals,	 and	 some	 Elizabethan	 Dances.	
Johanna	sang	a	Dutch	Folk	Song	(Ik	zou	wel	eens	willen	weten,	by	the	late	Dutch	composer	Jules	de	Corte),	
with	Alan	improvising	on	the	Harp	and	Jenny	and	Johanna	sang	a	duet	with	Alan	on	the	harp.	 
The	audience	was	very	appreciative	and	most	generous	raising	over	£400	for	the	St	Matthew	Passion	Fund,	
for	which	we	say	-	many	thanks.	

Penny enjoying her birthday treat.



 
OTHER	NEWS 
WORKSHOP	REHEARSAL	WITH	PAUL	SMITH,	VOCES8	FOUNDER	AND	CEO	
On	a	sunny	evening	in	September,	in	St	Nicholas’	 	Chapel,	we	were	treated	to	an	evening’s	workshop	with	
PAUL	 SMITH,	 co	 founder	 and	 current	 CEO	 of	 VOCES8	 (who	would	 be	 joining	 us	 for	 the	 concert	 in	 early	
October.)		
It	was	a	privilege	to	gain	an	insight	into	how	and	why	VOCES8	are	so	respected	among	their	peers	and	have	
gained	such	success	in	their	industry.	 
There	 	 	wasn’t	 enough	 time,	obviously,	 	 to	 go	 through	every	piece	of	music	we	would	be	 singing	 in	 the	
concert.	However,	whatever	piece	we	worked	on	with	Paul	was	honed	up	to	another	 level	of	 finesse	and	
awareness.	

Some	time	was	spent	on	the	5	Spirituals	from	‘A	Child	of	our	Time’	by	Tippett,	 	working	on	ensemble	and	
interpretive	aspects	that,		in	some	
places,		brought	a	new	perception	
to	it.		 
Bach’s	 ‘Singet	 dem	 Hern’	 is	 a	
challenging	2	choir	work	in		which	
we	 were	 encouraged	 to	 think	
orchestrally	as	in	Bach’s	 	baroque	
orchestral	 sounds	 –	 trumpets,	
strings	-	like	a	concerto	grosso.	  
One	 conclusion	 drawn	 from	 this	
work,	 rightly	 or	 wrongly:	 that	
Bach	 perhaps	 	 wasn’t	 as	
sympathetic	 to	 vocalists	 as	 he	
could	have	been,	by	treating	their	
voices	 as	 instruments	 powered	
only	by	breathing!		

Our	thanks	to	Tom	who	brought	
Paul	to	us	–	an	advantage	to	be	
had	when	they’ve	been	at	
University	together!																											
																																													Grace	Ng	

CONCERT	REVIEW	-	500	YEARS	OF	CHORAL	CLASSICS,	6th	OCTOBER	KLFC	AND	VOCES8	
Every	choir	likes	a	good	review	and	the	one	from	The	Lynn	News	reporter	Andy	Tyler	was	a	morale	boosting,	
hip-hooray	type	of	critique.	Here	are	some	excerpts:	

“Concerts	given	by	the	King’s	Lynn	Festival	Chorus	are	always	special,	but	the	recent	collaboration	with	the	
prestigious	 British	 VOCES8	 vocal	 ensemble,	 surveying	 and	 celebrating	 500	 years	 of	 choral	 classics,	 was	
something	else!	…….  
The	 works	 were	 performed	 either	 by	 the	 Chorus	 alone,	 VOCES8	 alone	 or	 a	 combination	 of	 both.	 Most	
memorable	 was	 a	 beautifully	 judged	 and	 moving	 performance	 of	 Allegri’s	 famous	 ‘Miserere’	 and	 ‘Five	
Negro	Spirituals’	from	Tippett’s	choral	masterpiece:	‘A	Child	of	Our	Time’.	Both	works	were	performed	with	
Chorus	and	VOCES8	in	perfect	harmony!	……….  
 
The	 splendid	musical	 celebrations	 concluded	with	 ‘Yesterday’	by	The	Beatles	as	a	moving	encore	and	 the	
concert	was	mentioned	on	BBC	Radio	3.”	
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‘SING	FOR	SHELTER’	AT	THE	COLISEUM	Yodah	Galloway	writes:	

In	our	last	newsletter	I	wrote	about	the	national	project	that	KLFC	and	other	keen	singers	were	involved	in.	
The	aim	was	to	raise	awareness	and	help	reduce	the	plight	of	the	homeless.	Alex	Woolf	composed	a	very	
special	song	for	the	charity	SHELTER	titled	“A	Place	To	Call	Home”	and	we	sang	this	to	an	outdoor	audience	
in	King’s	Lynn	in	the	summer.		
 
As	a	climax	to	 that	endeavour,	 in	October,	 	 some	of	our	Sing	 for	Shelter	singers	gathered	with	over	2000	
other	singers	from	across	the	UK	in	London’s	Coliseum	theatre	to	make	a	recording	of		that	song.		

We	sang	our	hearts	out,	accompanied	by	the	
English	 National	 Opera	 Orchestra	 and	 the	
ENO	 Chorus.	We	 were	 also	 joined	 by	 guest	
soloists:	 Sir	 Bryn	 Terfel,	 Lesley	 Garrett	
and		Alice	Coote.			
What	excitement	and	what	a	privilege	to	be	
involved	 with	 such	 a	 worthy	 cause.	 I	
thoroughly	enjoyed	the	day	that	ended	with	
meeting	 Alex	 in	 person,	 giving	 us	 the	
opportunity	 to	 thank	 him	 for	 all	 his	 efforts.	
We	 must	 also	 thank	 everyone	 who	 helped	
KLFC	Sing	for	Shelter	singers	to	raise	£405	for	
Shelter.		Well	done	everyone!		
The	 single	 “A	 Place	 to	 Call	 Home”	 will	 be	
released	on	6	December	and	will	be	available	
to	 purchase	 and	 stream	 on	 all	 music	
distribution	 sites	 including	 Spotify,	 Deezer	
and	Apple	Music.		
We	 are	 keeping	 our	 fingers	 crossed	 that	 it	
will	be	a	Christmas	hit!		

OUR	NEXT	CONCERT 

Christmas Fantasia 
Saturday	21st	December	

Early	bird	tickets	are	available	via	Chorus	
members	or	by	ringing	Penny	on	01553	672416.	

Alternatively	email	your	requests	to	
secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk.	or	via	

our	contact	page	at	
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk	
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King’s Lynn Festival Chorus 


Christmas Fantasia

Saturday 21st  
December 2019 
4.30pm  

King’s Lynn 
Minster 

Conductor: Tom Appleton 
Organist: Ben Horden

A Concert of festive music and readings with audience Carols 
and mulled wine. 

Featuring Vaughan-Williams’   
“Fantasia on Christmas Carols” 

Tickets £12 available from 01553 672416  
& choir members 

or £15 on the door (doors open 4pm) 
Children under 12 free 

 @kl_festchorus                    www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk 
King’s Lynn Festival Chorus is a registered charity No 292455 

mailto:secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk


COMING	IN	2020	
		

Bach’s	ST	MATTHEW	PASSION			
Saturday	April	4th		2020		St	Nicholas’	Chapel	

One	of	the	brightest	jewels	in	the	crown	of	the	choral	repertoire.		
Not	always	performed	by	amateur	groups	because	of	the	expense	involved	with	double	

orchestras	and	double	choirs.	
TICKETS	ON	SALE	IN	DECEMBER	 

from	
The	Kings	Lynn	Corn	Exchange	Box	Office	on	01553	764864	or		

book	on-line	https://www.kingslynncornexchange.co.uk/whats-on/	

LOOK	OUT	FOR	THE	EARLY	BIRD	OFFERS!	
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LAST	BUT	NOT	LEAST…	

We	are	always	sad	to	see	people	leave	the	Chorus	but	understandably	it	happens	-	for	many	reasons	.	
Likewise	we	are	always	delighted	to	welcome	new	members.	

We	thought	we	would	add	a	‘hello	and	goodbye’	section	to	say		a	very	big	thank	you	to	old	and	new	chorus	
members		
STARTERS				Di	Hilton,	Kelly	Southby,	Nicola	Hancock,	Peter	Hancock,	Alan	Longcroft,	Hannah	Norwood.	
LEAVERS					Grace	Hume,	Tony	Glenn	
We	also	sadly	had	to	say	a	final	goodbye	to	a	valued	and	well	thought	of	choir	member	and	friend,	Helen	
Lodge	who	passed	away	this	summer.	

As	expected,	there	have	been	some	changes	on	the	KLFC	committee	since	October’s	AGM.	Sue	Stewart	and	
Helen	Herbert	have	stepped	down	from	their	roles	as	secretary	and	librarian	respectively.	They	both	gave	
many	years	of	support	and	dedication	to	the	Chorus	and	we	are	very	grateful	for	everything	they	did.	 It’s	
not	good	bye	though	as	they	continue	to	sing	with	us	without	the	organisational	hassles.		
We	welcome	to	the	2019/2020	committee	our	new	Librarian	Jim	McGarrick	as	well	as	Jan	Willson	and	Gina	
Hart.		
So	 the	 full	 line	 up	 for	 the	 2019	 /	 2020	 committee	 is	 now:	Veronica	Hutchby,	 Chairman;	Wendy	Hendrie,	
Secretary;	 Jean	Combeer-McGarrick,	 Treasurer;	 Jim	McGarrick,	 Librarian;	 Yodah	Galloway,	Vice	Chairman;	
Jane	Wilson,	Membership	Secretary	plus	Mike	Walker,	Grace	Ng,	Penny	Matkin,	Jan	Willson	and	Gina	Hart.				

NEW	MEMBERS	are	always	welcome	and	what	better	way	 to	 start	 the	New	Year	 than	a	 resolution	 to	 re-
commit	 to	 a	 hobby	 that	 has	 lapsed	 perhaps,	 or	 to	 help	 improve	 on	 your	mental	 wellbeing	 by	 having	 a	
couple	of	hours	of	‘me	time’.			
Join	 in	 with	 like-minded	 colleagues,	 with	 a	 common	 interest,	 learning	 from	 each	 other	 and	 from	 our	
professionals	Tom	Appleton	and	Ben	Horden,		exploring	the	highways	and	byways		of	the	choral	repertoire.				
It	would	help	if	you	can	follow	a	music	score	(it’s	not	compulsory)	and	keep	a	tune.	 	Our	professionals	are	
always	on	hand	to	help	and	assess	our	voices	to	find	our	best	range	and	to	point	us	in	the	right	direction	if	
we	need	extra	singing	lessons.		
It’s	a	great	way	to	make	new	friends	too,	especially	if	you	are	fairly	new		to	the	area.		

Rehearsals	 begin	 on	 Monday	 6th	 January	 2020	 at	 Springwood	 High	 School	 at	 7.15p.m,	 	 ending	 at	
approximately		9.40	p.m.	

Look	forward	this	new	term	to	either	learning	one	of	the	great	 	masterpieces	of	the	choral	repertoire,	or	if	
you	are	already	familiar	with	it,	exploring	the	finer	points	of		BACH’S	ST.	MATTHEW	PASSION.		

Please	contact	secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk		
or	visit	our	website	

	www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk	and	use	the	contacts	page.		
Alternatively,	get	in	touch	through	Facebook	or	Twitter	#kl_festchorus	

See	you	in	January.	 

KLFC	Newsletter	6	2019.	Editor:	Yodah	Galloway
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