September 2020
Looking forward
Despite the COVID difficulties, we are
still here!
Many of us have been singing ‘virtually’
over the summer thanks to our two
technical gurus, Mike Walker and Jim
McGarrick. They have kept us on our
singing toes by setting a piece to learn and
record weekly, with the finished product
played at our weekly Zoom meetings.
Many of these offerings are still available
to listen to via our website.
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk
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Here we are, six months on from lockdown in March.
Time has moved on and a ‘new normal’ has become part
of our lives: the compulsory accessory of facial masks
and social distancing to name just two obvious ones.
During these six months or so, many of us have found
new hobbies, joined the internet age, done our bit for
the community, planted and harvested produce for the
kitchen, redecorated, welcomed new members to the
family (albeit virtually, from a distance) or ‘climbed’ Mt.
Kilimanjaro.
NOW THE 2020/21 SEASON BECKONS…….

Mike Walker

So as for singing together, we continue to wait with
bated breath for the latest instalment of do’s and don’ts
from the government. Much of our programme this
season rests on those guidelines with several
permutations on the go.
The Committee, led by Veronica Hutchby, has been busy
gazing into the crystal ball and trying to prepare for
different scenarios that might evolve down the line.
However, the over-riding consideration is to be
responsible at all times, maintaining the safety of our
loyal audience, professional partners and valued
members, many of whom have been shielding since
March and some continue to do so.
Whether there will be the annual Family Christmas
concert is still in the lap of the gods, but it is hoped that
conditions might improve for us to mark this important
Festival, if not indoors, then somewhere outdoors. Who
knows?
So, watch this space!

Jim McGarrick

Thank you for being on our mailing list.
Please be assured that your details are secure with us and will not be given
to nor used by third parties. If your details are incorrect or you no longer
wish to remain on our mailing list, please contact us via the website
www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk

AUTUMN SINGING – with BEN
Our Assistant Music Director, Ben Horden, takes the helm this
term, as planned before lockdown struck.
With quite an impressive collection of technical gizmos to aid
him and after a successful summer series of his own ‘Sing-in’
masterclasses, Ben will be holding exclusive weekly KLFC
rehearsals with us over the internet (until conditions allow
otherwise), including warm up exercises and looking at music in
detail, much like face-to-face rehearsals before lockdown.
The main work under consideration this term is Handel’s
Messiah, a work that’s not only very well loved but also very
well known by most choristers.
However, with music that’s so familiar, many anomalies develop over the years with diverse interpretations
by various conductors, even amongst the prominent ones. Some take on a totally ‘modern’ libertarian
Romantic style, others strict Baroque authenticity.
We are fortunate that Ben is a specialist in music of this period and with his in-depth knowledge, he will be
guiding us with fresh eyes (and ears) through this iconic work.
Partnering Messiah at these rehearsals will be ‘side dishes’ of attractive yet equally challenging pieces of
music.
It is hoped that we might have the chance to showcase the work we’ve done with Ben this term to mark the
Christmas Festival, somewhere, somehow!

FAREWELL
Pauline Arnell – retired member who sang with us in the noughties.
Alan Hartley – until recently an active member of the Basses.
Both sorely missed by friends and colleagues in the Chorus.
NEW SEASONS ALWAYS BRING CHANGES
The 2020/21 season will be no different.
A new Committee will be voted in at the AGM (via Zoom) in November this year. Our hardworking
Chairman, Veronica Hutchby, will be standing down after four years of loyal service in the role. She has
encountered many challenges in her tenure but said it has kept her busy and out of mischief. However she
feels she now needs to hand the ‘baton’, so to speak over to a new member who will, we hope be able to
maintain her very high standards. Veronica will no doubt enjoy many more years as a member of the Chorus
and will continue to be a font of knowledge and support for the new incumbent.
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EASY FUNDRAISING
Very many thanks to those of you who have and
continue to support us by shopping on the internet
from this platform.
It is widely accepted during this pandemic that internet shopping is the ‘new normal’ and sales have
increased by leaps and bounds. It is also fair to say that amateur performing organisations such as King’s
Lynn Festival Chorus are experiencing a severe dip in income and income sources. By signing on and using
the easyfundraising platform, you can support your favourite charity. All charities are suffering.
So, every little does really help, at no cost to you. Participating retailers in this scheme will donate to your
chosen charity a small percentage /fixed amount for every order that you make with them.
Our link to this site.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/klfchorus

Thank you.

For more information about King’s Lynn Festival Chorus, please email the Secretary:
secretary@kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk Alternatively message via Facebook or Twitter
@kl_festchorus, or on the CONTACT page of our website www.kingslynnfestivalchorus.co.uk
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