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Minutes of the Ansford Parish Council Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 
Wednesday 18th April 2018 at Caryford Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present: Cllr. C. Edwards, Cllr. G. Clothier, Cllr. A. Gibbons, Cllr D. Pinions 
 
In attendance: County Cllr M. Lewis, G. A. McCarthy (Parish Clerk). 
 
Parishioners: 4 
 
 
001/2018 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr. N. Begg and PCSO T. Russell. 
 
 

002/2018 Chair’s Report 
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance. The Chair provided the 
following report on the activities of Ansford Parish Council over the previous year.  
 
Over the last twelve months, your parish council has continued to look after and, 
wherever possible, to improve the general services that are provided to local 
parishioners in  many different ways, and I sincerely trust that all of our efforts 
and commitments, acting on your behalf of course,  have hopefully managed to 
make this Parish a better place in which to live and work, for the benefit of all. 
As you will no doubt realise, every successive year brings yet more challenges 
for all levels of local government, especially with setting appropriate budgets for 
the year ahead, and in that particular task, we have taken a careful and 
considerate stance on setting out a modest plan for the future of this parish, and 
in doing so, have managed to keep expenditure at more or less the same level as 
the previous year, thereby keeping a check on our portion of local taxes.  
Whilst on the subject of finances, it is perhaps pleasing to announce that the 
exciting new facilities currently being programmed at the Fairfield, will all be 
funded by donor companies and individual organisations, so that parishioners will 
not be burdened with the considerable expense of providing the following 
equipment. 
 
The pump park or cycle track is almost complete, and it should be ready for use 
very soon. Next up will be a sensory garden, in which the public will be 
encouraged to play an active part in planting and arranging a variety of plants 
and flowers in a wheelchair friendly very large octagonal shaped raised planter.  
May I quietly slip in a brief note about the opportunity for some green fingered 
volunteers to assist with some light garden duties, and if this sort of recreational 
activity is of interest to anyone, please let us know.  
This will be followed by a couple of activity play areas towards summertime, 
when an Adventure Trail will be built, with all sorts of timber climbing and 
balancing structures to test one’s agility.  After that, a Meadow Gym is to be 
installed, providing exercise frames & modules, to allow any age groups to keep 
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fit & healthy.  It should be noted that all of these activity areas are not supervised, 
and all users should take all necessary care and precautions, and do so at their 
own risk. This disclaimer will be clearly shown on public notices, at various points 
within the field. 
Finally, at the far end of Fairfield, there is a small portion of land at the end of 
Clothier Meadow, owned by the District Council, and Ansford & CCTC are to hold 
talks about the possibility of providing a new pathway to link up with Clothier 
Meadow/Florida Fields. 

 
War Memorial   After an extraordinarily long wait to get all the necessary 
permissions and then agreed the correct scope of works, local masonry experts 
completed some repair works to the base plinths, and apart from a lighter colour 
of mortar than envisaged (that will weather-in to a darker shade, in time), the 
memorial is now deemed fit again for several more decades. One point of interest 
to mention, is that the War Memorial Trust explicitly asked for the monument not 
to be cleaned, and we have therefore heeded this obligation. 
Once again, the financing for the costs of this repair have been offset by a local, 
generous private donation and a grant, from the WMT, for which we are most 
grateful.  
At the moment, plans are under way for a specialist company to quote for 
carrying out remedial works to repair some of the lead lettering that is in poor 
condition (including correcting a mis-spelt surname), and also for the addition of 
another name; [ Woodforde family member], which has the descendant’s 
permission. May I take this opportunity to thank the authors of the booklet titled 
Ansford War Memorial, that is a particularly important reference document. 
Thanks also to the endeavours of our Clerk, Gordon McCarthy, for overseeing 
the whole exercise. 

 
Housing projects 
Well Farm:     This new housing development, to be known as Almsford Close in 
future, is now well under way, and despite an initial hiccup over lorries parking on 
Station Road, the site is now settling down, with several homes going up at quite 
a pace. It is hoped that an agreement can be reached whereby a new footpath 
can be provided by Elan Homes to link the houses directly to the Fairfield. 
The other housing development on Station Road, is the 74 home site being built 
by Theo Backhouse contractors, next to the junction of the A371 road. 
Groundworks have commenced, and the first couple of homes are now under 
construction. Apart from some mud on the footpath and road, now cleared away, 
I understand that the builders vehicles have not caused much of a hindrance to 
drivers along Station Road, now that the internal roads have just been prepared.  
The two other housing developments along Station Road appear to have gone 
into hibernation mode, as no further action has been taken by the developers, 
since last year. 

 
Railway station      Not much to report, although there are 8 outstanding 
improvements under review by NR/GWR, in the next phase of updating the 
station’s services, including more car parking spaces, and easier access along 
the direct footpath linking Lower Ansford and the station. 
The current occupier of the commercial premises at the station, this being the 
Antiques showroom, has plans to split the retail areas into 8 small units, although 
we understand that this site may have been purchased outright by a single 
owner. In the meantime, we do not have any further information. 

 
Trees in the neighbourhood    
Last year, we planted a few trees in public spaces, and it is our ambition to look 
out for available spaces in which to enhance the environment. Another avenue to 
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explore, yes, please excuse the pun, is to make improvements to some of the 
rural footpaths which are perhaps somewhat neglected, especially where there is 
an abundance of overgrowth or very uneven or potholed surfaces etc. 
Here’s where you might be able to help out and make a difference. Please feel 
free to offer ideas as to what you may think requires attention, and contact us by 
phone or email to report a problem with paths or to suggest an empty space that 
you think could benefit, by the planting of a shrub or tree etc. We actually had a 
damaged tree removed at Jubilee Gardens some months ago, and it will be 
replaced with a more appropriate size and species that suits this restricted space. 
For those of you who know the land at The Combe/Combe Bottom, we have 
recently awarded a contract for the reinstatement of gates just off Wyke Road, 
and which had previously been vandalised. Work is expected to commence very 
soon. Also, after some fairly recent tree surgery in the Ashlea area, we then 
noticed that the original timber fence has deteriorated to such a degree that it 
couldn’t be repaired, and so some new posts and rails are to be installed in a few 
days time. 

 
Youth Matters    A new team has recently taken over the management of this 
organisation, and we are keen to continue to support them. We look forward to 
hearing more about their plans in due course, and hopefully that the search for 
new premises is successful.  

 
Caryford Hall   You will already be aware of their ambitious plans for enlarging 
and improving the facilities of the Hall, and Ansford Parish Council is a committed 
supporter and now that the revised plans have recently been passed, we look 
forward to the next phase of development in due course, dependent of course, 
upon a successful fund raising program. 

 
Traffic matters    
As you all realise, speeding vehicles are a constant threat to the public, together 
with the ever-increasing volumes of traffic, and with the assistance of 
neighbouring Councils, we have decided to acquire an Automated Traffic Control 
sensor, which can be used to record and calibrate the data. Its first location will 
be in Clanville, where the B3153 is overwhelmed by HGV traffic. 
We have noticed an unwelcome increase in farm vehicles with extra wide wheels 
churning up the verges on both main roads and country lanes, and have 
complained to one contractor about this situation. Further monitoring will 
continue. 
Recently, The Bath & West Showground have proposed to develop more 
business activities, thus putting increasing pressure on the road network. As this 
extra traffic would use the A371 and B3153, the already busy roads will face 
further disruption, especially through Clanville. A number of neighbouring 
Councils, including Ansford, wrote to Mendip DC to complain about this potential 
problem, but we hear that the development has been approved, much to our 
regret.  
Our Parish Council has been kept very busy with regard to the proposals for the 
expansion of businesses at Dimmer, and in one particular case, it could mean 
that very large car transporter vehicle movements would become a common 
occurrence, if the application was to be successful. We strongly objected to the 
use of these transporters due to the inadequate local roads, especially through 
Ansford and Clanville, and we await further news on this matter, but with a high 
degree of trepidation. 
We recently invited senior members of the CAT bus/car service to one of our 
monthly meetings, where we learnt that this very popular transport facility was 
seriously underfunded, and in order to continue, it would require financial support 
from the local communities, as previous funding arrangements had ceased. We 
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are happy to report that APC has agreed to provide funds for this ongoing 
service, and we understand that other Councils in the immediate area have also 
assisted with funding. Should you wish to have details of this service, copies of 
the CAT bus timetable and car journeys are available from the tourism office in 
CC. 

 
Neighbourhood Plan      The draft plan is now complete, and available for 
parishioners to view.  Our thanks to Nigel Begg, for the last four years he has 
spent on drafting this comprehensive tome. 

 
The Library        As many of you already know, the limited funding for the 
County’s library service means that a number of small libraries may have to 
become self-supporting, and we would therefore recommend that you take part in 
a consultation about the options available. This consultation ends on 13th June. 
Details are in the Library and are also available on-line. One of the main 
difficulties is the small size of the existing building, with very little chance of 
reasonable expansion. That said, there does not appear to be suitable alternative 
premises in the centre of Castle Cary, which is unfortunate.   

 
Police Matters 
Earlier this year, councillors from Ansford and Castle Cary, including the public, 
attended a PACT meeting at Ansford Academy, to discuss general policing and 
security matters. It was a good chance to learn about the procedures involved in 
contacting officers in emergencies etc., and in the most efficient way to the 
reporting of crimes/vandalism, by the public.  There was plenty of time for 
questions and answers. 
This type of meeting is planned to be an annual event, and with better publicity 
next time, we are sure future meetings may be well attended.  

 
In conclusion, I would like to personally thank my fellow Councillors who have 
spent many an hour at our monthly meetings, and also for their high level of 
support, and indeed, acting on behalf of all of you here this evening.    My thanks 
also go to our County Councillor Mike Lewis, and our two District Councillors, for 
their assistance and good counsel, and who are always ready to help us find 
solutions to wide ranging parochial matters.  
Finally, in order that we can continue to provide an efficient service in the future, 
we are currently seeking to appoint a couple of new councillors, and hope that we 
may be able to encourage one or two of you to join our Council. Your help would, 
of course, be very much appreciated.  
With my best wishes to all of you, and for an eventful year ahead.  
matter on the agenda they should declare this and leave the room when 
appropriate. 

 
 
003/2018 County Councillor M. Lewis 

County Cllr M. Lewis congratulated Ansford Parish Council on the number of 
projects completed during the year. SCC continue to provide a regional service to 
the area managing over 8000 births and deaths as well as over 5000 marriages 
within the County. The ongoing cost for SCC to provide social care is a major 
concern. Currently nearly 6500 people are dependent on this service in the County. 
Child social care has improved with a ‘GOOD’ rating being applied to the service. 
The adoption service has also been given a ‘GOOD’ rating. There is a shortage of 
available foster parents. At present over 500 children are available for adoption or 
fostering. 
Highways have completed over 280km of surface dressing over the last year. A 
small improvements scheme has been accepted for the A371 between the old 
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Wagon and Horses cross roads down to Castle Cary station. If the BMI 
development in Castle Cary is approved there could possibly some new traffic 
lights installed though this may take up to 2 years from the planning application. 
Ansford Parish Council thanked County Cllr M. Lewis for his support over the last 
year. 

 
 
004/2018 Open Forum for Residents 

A question was asked about the Red House and the fact that it is falling in to 
disrepair. Ansford Parish Council were not able to respond as this building is 
actually located just over the border in Castle Cary parish. The Council did express 
their concern also at this and other buildings which are being left to fall into disrepair 
over neglect by absent owners. 
 
A resident raised concerns over vandalism at Caryford Hall. Damage to drain pipes 
and fencing in the childrens area has been recorded as well as damage to the 
heater outlet grid. There has also been observations of evidence of motorcycles 
been ridden on the grass surrounding the hall. Caryford Hall management 
committee are looking at deterrents to this behaviour. 

 
 
005/2018 Presentations 

TOGETHER MAGAZINE – Additional subscribers are always welcome. The next 
planned issue of the magazine will be in colour and will include some articles 
produced by local children. The magazine has been going for 50 years in various 
formats. It is planned to donate a complete set of issues to Castle Cary museum. 
The magazine has expanded beyond just being a parish magazine and now 
contains local events and information, as well as a trade directory. There are plans 
to provide continuous improvement to the magazine and aims to increase the 
circulation from 450 a month to 1000. 
 
CARYFORD HALL – The planning application for the halls extension is now in 
place. The contracts for the building work are currently out to tender with bids due 
back by the end of May 2019. Lots of events are being arranged to raise additional 
funds. Grant applications are also being raised. 
 

006/2018 The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting and the event was brought 
to a close.  

 

    

 


