Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter

section 1

Private 20219 George Thomas Armitage 10th battalion Lancashire Regiment
George (b.1886, Bradford, Manchester) was a son of John (b.1865, Ardwick) and Tryphena
(b. 1861, Ardwick)
John William Armitage married Tryphena Griffiths at St. Silas’s Church Manchester on 15 th
November 1884.

On the 1891 census John (26) and Tryphena (30) lived at Granville Street, Salford.
John’s occupation is a ‘coal yardsman’
With them are children, John William (b. 1886, Bradford, Manchester), George (5), Tryphena (b. 1888,
Bradford, Manchester), and Charles (b. 1889, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family are living at Vere Street, Salford.
John is now employed as a ‘commercial clerk’
Two of their sons now work, John William (15) is employed as a ‘printers apprentice’ and George (15) works
as a ‘plumbers apprentice’
Other children are Tryphena (13), Charles (12) Herbert (b.1897, Weaste).
Also at the address are John’s father, George Armitage (60) an ‘iron moulder’ and Tryphena Griffiths (71) his
mother in law.
George married Elizabeth Gill at St. Barnabas’s Church, Salford on 19 th November 1910.
On the 1911 census George (25) and Lizzie (21) are living at Strawberry Hill Bank, Salford with Lizzie’s
parents Oswald Gill (44), his wife Amelia (42) and their daughter (23)
George’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘general labourer’ at a coal siding.
Lizzie works as a ‘weaver’ at a cotton mill.
George’s parents John (47) and Tryphena (50) are living at Tootal Drive, Pendleton.
John’s occupation is recorded as being ‘wharf manager’ at a colliery.
John William (25) works as a ‘lithographic printer’
Tryphena (23) is a ‘domestic servant’.
Charles (22) works as a ‘warehouse man’ at a cotton mill.
Herbert (14) works as a ‘warehouse boy ‘ at a drapery.
George and Lizzie later lived at Russell Street, Levenshulme and the local newspaper states he worked for
Manchester Corporation
George joined the 10th battalion Lancashire Regiment during 1916.
In April he was with the battalion in the Monchy sector in the front line.
The War diary (below) states that ‘several men were killed and wounded by heavy shell fire’

War Diary: 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 21st – 30th April 1917

Manchester Evening News 9th May 1917

George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Cabaret Ridge, St. Luke’s Salford Memorial and Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot L grave 522 reads
Pte. George Armitage
Son of the above & beloved husband of
Elizabeth Armitage
Killed in France April 14th 1917
Aged 31 years
Manchester Evening News 12th May 1917

Section of St. Luke’s Church Memorial (Photo: SWARM)

Lance Corporal 36456 William Bamber 7th battalion East Lancashire Regiment
William (b. 1892, Salford) was a son of Robert (b. 1859, Manchester) and Mary (b.1862, Manchester)
Robert Bamber married Mary Ann German at Christ Church Salford on 1 st June 1879.
On the 1881 census Robert (22) and Mary (19) were living at Back Silk Street, Salford.
Robert’s occupation was listed as being a ‘calendar man’ at a Calico works.
They had one son Robert (b. 1881, Salford)
Also at the address are sisters of Robert, Mary Ann Bamber (18) whose occupation is recorded as ‘paster’ and
Elizabeth Bamber (16) who works as a ‘reeler’.
On the 1891 census the family are living at Blackburn Street, Salford.
Robert’s occupation was listed as being a ‘calenderer’
They now have two sons, Robert (10) and David (b.1885, Salford)
Also at the address is John Molloy (27) a ‘calico dyer’
By the 1901 census Robert (42) and Mary (39) lived at Silk Street, Salford.
Robert now works as an ‘embosser of cotton goods’
They now have four sons, two of them working, Robert (20) who is employed as a ‘tailor’s dispatch clerk’,
David (16) who makes ‘electrical switches’.
The other sons are William (9) and Edward (b. 1897,Salford)
Still living as a ‘boarder’ with them is John Molloy (37) now a ‘cotton dyer’
On the 1911 census the family are at Clarence Street, Broughton.
Robert’s occupation is now recorded as being a ‘printer finisher’
William (19) works as a ‘tailor’s assistant’ and Edward (14) is an ‘office boy ‘ at a solicitors.
William first enlisted as Private 31138 in the Manchester Regiment during 1916.
Some time later he was drafted to the 7th battalion East Lancashire Regiment
In June 1917 they were involved in the attack on the Messines Ridge
William’s battalion assaulted the ‘blue line’.
‘A’ company attacked on the right and ‘B’ company on the left in the first wave of men.
‘C’ company who were lined up ‘in single rank’ were in the 3rd wave and ‘D’ company lining up in the same
formation were in the 4th wave.
William was killed during this action on 15th June 1917.
The War Diary entry (below) shows that the causalities for the action were
Officers:
2 killed
4 wounded
Other ranks:
25 killed
10 died of wounds
159 wounded
3 missing
Local newspaper
Lance Corporal W. Bamber
Lance Corporal William Bamber, East Lancashire Regiment, formerly of the Manchester Regiment, killed in France on June 15 th,
was 25 years of age.
He was called up in February 1916, and had been in France since December last.
Previous to joining the army he lived at Kempster Street, Lower Broughton, was employed by Messrs. H.J. Nichols, Mosley
Street, Manchester and was a member of the Queen’s Street P.S.A.

War Diary: 7th battalion East Lancashire Regiment 8th – 17th June 1917

William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Ypres and Weaste Cemetery
Manchester Evening News 3rd July 1917

Plot G grave 1435 (Allonby family grave) reads
William, beloved husband of
Nellie Bamber and son in law of above
Killed in action June 14th 1917
Aged 26 years

Lance Corporal 49033 John Brown 17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
John (b. 1888, Blackburn) was a son of James (b. 1853, Ireland) and Margaret (b.1860, Glasgow)
On the 1881 census James (28) and Margaret (21) lived at Slater Street, Pendleton.
James’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘tailor’
With them is daughter Mary A (b. 1880, Manchester)
On the 1891 census they are living at Fitzwarren Street, Pendleon.
James’s occupation is a ‘tailor’s cutter’
With them are children Anetta (Mary) (11), May (b.1883, Blackburn), Gertrude (b.1885, Blackburn), Amelia (b.
1886, Blackburn), John (b. 1888, Blackburn), Walter (b.1889, Pendleton), Francis (b. 18914, Pendleton).
Also living with them is Sarah Aspinall (17) a ‘domestic servant’
On the 1901 census James (48) and Margaret (38) are living as the same address.
James’s occupation is now recorded as being a ‘merchant tailor’
With them are Annetta (21) who is a school teacher and May (18) a book keeper, the only children working.
The other children are Gertrude 916), Emily (14), John (12), Walter (11), David (b. 1893, Pendleton), James L
(b. 1895, Pendleton), Margaret L (b. 1898, Pendleton) and Charles (b. 1901, Pendleton)
On the 1911 census Margaret (48) and her family still lived at the same address.
Annetta (29) still works as a teacher, May (26) is not working, Emily (24) is employed as a ‘manicurist’, John
(22) was employed as a ‘tailor’s cutter’, Walter (20) works as a ‘tailors trimmer’, David (18) works as an
‘improver’ at an electrical engineers, James (16) is a ‘clerk’.
There are two other children, Carl (b.1901, Pendleton) and Lillian (b. 1898. Pendleton)
John enlisted during 1916 and he joined the Lancashire Fusiliers as Private 35081.
He was later drafted to the 17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment.
Towards the end of April 1917 John’s battalion were in the Heninel sector near Arras.
Nearing midnight on 28th April they were in the front line when the German’s attacked their flank trenches and
an enemy artillery barrage hit their lines.
From the War Diary (see below) that 1 officer and 11 men were killed, 11 others being wounded.
John must have been one of those killed in this action.

War Diary: 17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment 23rd – 30th April 1917

John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Cherisy Road, Heninel (Pas de Calais), and Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot A9 grave 345 reads
Lance Corporal John Brown
Died on active service
April 28th 1917
Aged 28 years

John’s younger brother James Lawrence is also serving the colours.
He is a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force

Private 25142 John Henry Coxon 14th platoon 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John (b. 1897, Salford) was the only child of George (b. 1866, Fern, Staffordshire) and
Clara (b. 1866, Salford)
George William Coxon married Clara Crutchley at St. Thomas’s Church Penkhull,
Staffordshire on 14th June 1896.

On the 1901 census George (34) and Clara (35) lived At Florin Street, Pendleton.
George’s occupation was recorded as being a ‘gas stoker’
With them is their son John (4)
On the 1911 census the family is still at the same address.
George’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘gas labourer’ in the corporation gas works.
John (14) is now working, as an ‘apprentice plumber'
Also at the address is George Philips (8) who is George’s nephew.
John later worked at J&N Philips of Church Street, Manchester a textile company.
John enlisted some time in early 1915; some records say that he enlisted in the 15th battalion Lancashire
Fusiliers.
In May 1917 he was in the 10th battalion LF’s in the Haute Auesnes sector near Arras.
The battalion were ‘in support in a railway cutting’ on 9th May where they remained until 11th May.
They were involved in the attack on ‘Charlie Trench’ just south east of Gaurille
The entry in the War Diary (see below) shows the causalities in this attack were 13 officers and 226 other
ranks. The War Dairy does not have any information about the type of causalities.

John was reported ‘missing in action’ on 12th May and later presumed ‘killed in action on that date.
War Diary: 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 1st – 11th May 1917

John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras, J&N Philips Roll of Honour and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A4 grave 120 reads
John Henry
Son of the above
Presumed killed in France
May 12th 1917
Aged 20 years
At rest

Driver 37914 John Crompton Royal Field Artillery (7th Brigade Small Arms Ammunition Coy)
John (b. 1888, Manchester) was a son of John (b.1859, Manchester) and Jane Ann (b. 1860, Manchester)
Jonathan Julius Crompton married Ann Broome at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 27 th August 1883.
They had both been married before.
On the 1891 census John (32) and Jane (31) lived at Newcastle Street, Hulme.
John’s occupation was recorded as being a ‘plumber’
They had three children, all born in Manchester, Sarah A (b.1884), John (3) and Elizabeth (b.1891)
On the 1901 census the family live at the same address.
John still working as a ‘plumber’
Two of their children are employed, Sarah (17) works as a ‘fancy box maker’, John (13) is an ‘errand boy’
The other children, all born in Manchester are Clara (b.1891), Olive (b.1893), Thomas (b.1895) and William
(b.1899)
John died in the 4th quarter of 1901 aged 64 years….looks like John has been understating his age on the
census’s…quite normal at the time.
On the 1911 census the family remain at the same address.
Jane is now reported as a ‘51 year old widow’.
John (23) is employed as a ‘salesman’ at a sports outfitters shop.
Clara (20) and Olive (18) are both employed as ‘balloon blowers’ in a rubber factory.
Thomas (16) is a ‘sample clerk’ at a Calico printer’s works
William (12) is still at school.
John Crompton married Lucy Doleman at St. Philip’s Church, Hulme on 25th May 1912.

John enlisted in Manchester during 1916 and went to Mesopotamia (Far East) with the Royal Field Artillery
section that delivered ammunition.
An ammunition column consists of dedicated military vehicles carrying artillery and small arms ammunition for
the combatant unit to which the column belongs, most noted as being the Artillery Brigade or Divisional
Artillery.
Ammunition Columns of a division, formed of the brigades of field artillery, carry reserve ammunition for the
guns, the machine guns of the infantry and the rifles of all arms.
Brigade Ammunition Column of the Artillery Brigades furnishes ammunition for its own batteries and for one of
the brigades of infantry, and each is supported by Divisional Artillery
John was killed in action on 23rd June 1917 and is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Baghdad and
Weaste Cemetery.

Plot G grave 1031 (damaged tablet) reads
John Crompton
Son in law of above
Killed in action April 23rd 1917
Aged 29 years
Manchester Evening News 3rd May 1917

Manchester Evening News 23rd April 1918

John’s brothers in law …. Manchester Evening News 11th March 1916

Corporal 19361 Archibald Dale 16th platoon ‘D’ company 21st battalion Manchester Regiment (6th City Pals)
Archibald (b. 1879, Aigburth, Liverpool) was a son of William (b.1848, London) and Minnie
(b. 1856, Manchester)
William Pope Dale married Minnie Turner at St. Simon’s Church in the first quarter of
19874
On the 1881 census William (32) and Minnie (25) were living at Garnett Street, at the
home of Elizabeth Turner, Minnie’s mother.
William’s occupation is listed as being a ‘domestic butler’; Minnie is employed as a
‘machinist’. With them are children, Maud (b.1875, Liverpool), Thomas (b.1877, Liverpool), Archibald (2) and
Lily (b.1881, Manchester)
Minnie died on 18th July 1889 aged 42 years
On the 1901 census widower William and his family are living at Grosvenor Street, Broughton.
William’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘non domestic cook)
With him are Thomas (24) works as a ‘groom’; Archie (22) is a ‘tram driver’ and Marjorie (b. 1892, Manchester)
[This entry for Marjorie on the census is wrong]
The Parish Records for St James’s Church, Broughton show a baptism on 4 th October 1891 for
Margery Alice Dale – a child of William Pope Dale & Minnie, she was born on 16th September 1891.
At the time the family lived at 31 Worcester Street, Salford and William’s occupation was recorded as being a
‘chef’
Archie married Elsie Avena Cameron at St. James Church, Higher Broughton on 28 th August 1901.
Their daughter, Elsie died on 26th October 1906 aged 22 months.
On the 1911 census Archie (31) and Elsie (31) are living at Walby Street, Broughton.
Archie is employed by Manchester Corporation as a ‘timekeeper for tramways’
They had two more children Hilda (b.1903, Salford) and William Pope (b.1908, Salford)
They had another son, Stanley who was born in third quarter of 1911.
Archie enlisted late 1914 with the 6th City Pals, 21st Manchester Regiment.
The battalion landed at Boulogne on 20th December 1915 as part of the 91st Brigade in the 7th Division.
Archie was wounded during the attack on Mametz in July 1916.
He was aboard number 22 Ambulance Train on 11th July 1916 suffering from gun shot wounds to his leg.
After a period of convalescence he returned to the front line.
In mid May 1917 Archie and his battalion were in Bullecourt sector (11 th May) and moved to Ecoust on 13th
May. The following is the causality list for the action; Archie must have been wounded in this attack.

Archie is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Wimereux, Roll of Honour at St. James Church Broughton,
Manchester Corporation and at Weaste Cemetery.
Wimereux is a small town situated approximately 5 kilometres north of Boulogne.
From October 1914 onwards, Boulogne and Wimereux formed an important hospital centre and the medical
units at Wimereux used the communal cemetery for burials, the southeastern half having been set aside for
Commonwealth graves
Buried among them is Lt.-Col. John McCrae, author of the poem "In Flanders Fields."
St. James’s Church Memorial (Photo: SWARM)

Plot G grave 2094 reads
Cpl. A. Dale, their son
Who died of wounds
Received at Winereux May 30th 1917
Aged 37 years
Greater love hath no man than this

Manchester Evening News 4 th June 1917

Sergeant 151453 James Albert Davies ‘C’ company 10th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
James (b.1894, Pendleton) was a son of James G (b.1871, Liverpool) and Henrietta (b. 1875, Pendleton)
James George Davies married Henrietta Grimshaw at Christ Church, Salford on 20 th June 1892.
On the 1911 census James G (40) and Henrietta (38) lived at Dawson Street, Salford.
James G (40) is employed as a ‘French polisher’.
By now they have seven children living with them.
James (17) is also employed as a ‘French polisher’.
Henrietta (15) works as a ‘cotton reeler’ at a cotton mill.
Albert (11), Elizabeth (9), Edith (7), are all at school.
Arthur (4) and Miriam (2) are the other two children.
Also at the address is Caroline Grimshaw (73) is Henrietta’s widowed mother.
James Alfred married Elizabeth Ann Brogan at Christ Church, Salford on 22nd April 1916
They had a child, Alfred on 6th August 1917.
James enlisted, in Manchester, on 3rd September 1914.
He joined the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.
The 10th Battalion were formed at Preston in October 1914 and attached as Army Troops to 22 nd Division.
They then moved to South Downs and Eastbourne.
In April 1915 they were transferred to the 112th Brigade in 37th Division.
He was promoted to ‘corporal’ on 12th October 1914 and paid acting sergeant on 1st March 1915.
James was promoted to full sergeant on 1st April 1915.
His battalion left Folkestone, on 31st July 1915, for France, landing at Boulogne the following day.
A bullet wounded James, in his right elbow on 16th March 1916 and after treatment in France he was sent to
Wharpcliffle War Hospital in Sheffield.
He was discharge from Hospital on 18th April and allowed a ‘home furlough’ until 27th April.
He has another home furlough from 25th to 30th November 1915.
James returned to his battalion in France on 15th December 1916.
On 11th May 1917 the battalion were in the Front line in the Arras sector
They were involved in a major attack, from 05:30 hours until relieved at 18:30 Hours.
The battalion were fully relived by 01:00hours on 12th May.
War Diary: 10th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 12th May 1917

The above shows that the battalion was only at 40% strength after the battle.
James was firstly reported ‘messing in action’ on 11th May 1917

James’s wife received the following notification dated 21st May 1917.

James was later reported having died from wounds received in action on 11th May 1917.
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Wind Mill Cemetery (Monchey Le Preux), and Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot A11 grave 3758 (Brogan Family) reads
James Alfred
The beloved husband of Elizabeth Ann Davies
Killed in action April 11th 1917
Aged 23 years
Laid to rest in France

Nation Roll of Honour

Lance Corporal PLY 303s Charles Dewhurst 2nd battalion Royal Marines
Charles (b. 10th December 1893, Salford) was a son of Charles (b. 1860, Salford) and Sarah (b.1857, Salford)
Charles Dewhurst married Sarah Fitzpatrick at Christ Church Salford on 5th June 1881
On the 1891 census Charles (31) and Sarah (34) lived at Bromley Street, Salford.
Charles is employed as a ‘beetler in a cotton dye work’.
The couple now have four children, all born in Salford; Mary (b.1882), Tom (b.1886), Emily (b.1888) and Sarah
(b.1891)
On the 1901 census the family are at Jennings Street, Salford.
Charles is now employed as a ‘publican’
Mary (19) is works as a ‘calico weaver, Tom (15) is an ‘engineer fitters assistant’
Emily (13), Sarah (10), Charles (7) and Joseph (b. 1897, Salford) are the other children.
Also at the address is John Connolly (b. 1833, Ireland) who is a ‘general assistant’
Emily died on 7th July 1903 aged 15 years
On the 1911 census Charles (51) and Sarah (54) and the family are living at Bemsley Street, Salford.
Charles is now employed as a ‘finisher’ at a driers and bleachers.
Sarah (20) is employed as a ‘cotton winder’.
Charles (17) works as a ‘rigger lad’ at the Ship Canal Company.
Joseph (14) works as an ‘errand boy’
Also at the address are Sarah Wilson (12) their niece and John Henry Dewhurst (1) their grandson.
Still with them is John Connolly (79) who is listed as an ‘army pensioner’
Charles enlisted in Sale on 21st September 1914 with Royal Marine Light Infantry.
After training he was with the Plymouth Battalion in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.
The Plymouth and Chatham battalions entrain at Shillingstone near Blandford and then moved to Devonport.
They were temporarily known as the “Royal Marine Special Service Force”.
Portsmouth and Deal battalions remain at Blandford.
On 6th February 1915 the Plymouth battalion set sail on “Braemar Castle” for the Mediterranean.
At Gallipoli they had two failed attempts to land but the weather stopped them
They finally, at 08:30 hours on 4th March, the Plymouth Battalion landed one company each at Kum Kale and
Sedd-el-Bahr, to cover the demolition of Turkish guns by raiding parties.
ON 13th June 1915 Charles had a ‘slight wound’, which was treated, in camp.
Then on 20th September 1915 he was treated fro an attack of ‘jaundice’.
Over a year later Charles was taken ill again
On 9th October 1916, in the 2nd RN Field Ambulance suffering from follicular tonsillitis.
He was promoted to Lance Corporal on the same day (9th October 1916) while in hospital.
He rejoined the 2nd Royal Marine battalion on 7th April 1917.
At the end of April Charles’s battalion were in the Gavrelle sector
On 28th April 1917 whilst still at the front line the Royal Dublin Fusiliers were in reserve in the attack on the
Oppy Gavrelle Line which was a series of German trenches north of the village.
It will be remembered that due to uncut wire, the area to the north of Gavrelle had not been attacked on the
23rd April, this meant that the capture of the village had created a salient (a bulge) into the German lines.
Two battalions of the 188th Brigade were detailed to carry out the task of advancing the line.
Coming out of Gavrelle, the 2nd battalion Royal Marines were to advance northwards along the Gavrelle Fresnes Road whilst on their left the 1st battalion Royal Marines had to advance up as far as the German
trenches in the Oppy Line and then continue eastwards until they met up with their fellow marines.
Behind them the 1st battalion Honourable Artillery Company (HAC) were held in reserve and the Anson
battalion were to push slightly forward out of the village to complete the new defensive position.
At 04:25 hours on the 28th April the two Marine Battalions launched their very separate attacks.

The 1st battalion were to all intents and purposes never heard of again.
They had advanced headlong into a strongpoint (where the German trench system crossed the railway line)
and although some of them managed to fight their way through, the flanking units never made contact with
them. The only form of news was from the few wounded whom managed to get back to their own lines.
The HAC were ordered to bomb their way up the Oppy line and succeeded in capturing the strong point.
The attack; was led by ‘C’ company HAC, under Lieutenant Haine, and ‘D’ company HAC led by Lieutenant
O’Brien. It was a frontal attack along the trenches towards the railway line which ran between Bailleul and Vitry
and where the Germans had a significant strong point, a concrete bunker known as the Railway Post housing
machine guns and over 100 troops.
Lte Haine attacked with Stokes Mortars and was successful in capturing the Railway Post for which he got a
Victoria Cross. However the Germans counter attacked from a position in Oppy Wood, North East of the
Railway post, and was successful in driving ‘C’ company back behind the railway line.
This action cost the 2nd battalion RMLI, the following: 6 Officers
killed in action
3 Officers
taken prisoner
155 men
killed in action
157 men
wounded (five died later)
173 men
taken prisoner.
Charles was one of the men killed in this action
Local newspaper
Private Charles Dewhurst
Private Charles Dewhurst (S 303) Royal Marine Light Infantry, Naval Division was killed in action in France on April 28 th.
Deceased enlisted a month after the outbreak of war, prior to which he was employed as a fitter by a firm of ship builders in
Barrow in Furness. He was 23 years of age and received his early education at the Trafford Road Board School. Private
Dewhurst was also a member of the Salford Lads Club. He had been previously in action at Gallipoli.
A brother is serving in France at the present time. The home address is Bromley Street, Salford.
Charles is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras, The Roll of Honour at Salford Lads Club,
Plot F grave 765 reads
Charles, their son
Killed in France
April 28th 1917
Aged 24 years
Charles’s younger brother Joseph served as Private 113521 Joseph Dewhurst with the Lancashire Fusiliers.
On the Salford Absent Voter list Joseph is listed at Private 22442 in the Labour battalion

Private 39525 Joseph Dodson 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Joseph (b. 1883, Salford) the only son of Joseph (b. 1846, Shrewsbury) and Mary (b. 1851, Chirk [Wales])
Joseph Dodson married Mary Tomkins at St. Oswald’s Church, Chester on 28th April 1878.
On the 1881 census Joseph (33) and Mary (30) were living at Brook Cottage, St. Oswald, Chester.
He was employed as a ‘railway servant’
On the 1891 census they lived at Halliwell Street, Salford.
Joseph was still employed as a ‘railway servant’
They now had three children, Elizabeth (b.1882, Salford), Joseph (8), and Nellie (b.1886, Salford)
On the 1901 census, Joseph (43) and Mary (42) are living in the same house in Halliwell Street.
However, they are both younger than they were on the 1891 census! …the entries now both recorders are
very clear.
Joseph is now employed as a ‘railway wagon inspector’
Their three children are now all working.
Lizzie (18) works as a ‘book binder’ at a printers
Joseph (15) is employed as a ‘commercial clerk’
Nellie (13) works as a ‘book pager’ at a printers.
By the 1911 census the family lived at West Clowes Street, Salford.
Joseph is now aged 63 years and works as a ‘railway wagon examiner’
Mary is now aged 61 years.
Their three children are all stillat home and working.
Joseph (28) is a ‘railway clerk’.
Elizabeth (29) is employed as a ‘printer’s folder and Nellie (25) works as a ‘folder and sewer’ at a printers.
Joseph enlisted in the 17th battalion Manchester Regiment in Sale, sometime in 1916.
In mid April 1917 he was serving in the Arras sector of the front line.
The battalion left St Amand at 12:00 hours, on 18th April 1917, arriving at the Hindenburg system of trenches
near Neuville-Vitasse at 04:00 hours on 19th April.
The following day the 17th relieved a Battalion of the London Regiment in the hurriedly dug trenches in front of
the villages of Heninel, and facing Cherisy.
The continuance of the Arras offensive was due to start on the 23 rd and prior to this the battalion suffered
heavy casualties caused by heavy shelling.
At 0:445 hours on 23rd April, the 2nd City Pals moved forward ready for the assault.
The men spent the next few hours digging themselves in, but at 09:00 hours, the Germans launched a counter
attack of great violence, which was repulsed with great gallantry and the position maintained.
At 14:00 hours a further attack was launched and the battalion suffered many casualties.
At midnight, the battalion was relieved, having paid a heavy price.
Out of 650 men who went into the assault, 360 Men were killed, wounded of reported missing.
Joseph was wounded in the back during this action and after being treated at No. 43 Causality Clearing
Station at Warlenscourt was sent to the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport .
Sadly he died there three days later (April 26th)

Local newspaper.
Private J. Dodson.
Private Joseph Dodson (39525) Manchester Regiment died in the 47 th General Hospital France on April 26th from wounds
received in action on April 23rd.
He was the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Dodson of Vere Street, Salford and was 34 years of age.
He was schooled at the Trafford Road Board School and prior to joining the army was employed casa clerk in the Goods Office
Liverpool Road, Manchester of the Great Western Railway.
He was secretary for the old ‘Mark Addy’ Swimming Club and for the last ten had been swimming instructor for the Hulme
Grammar School.

War Diary: 17th battalion Manchester Regiment 18th – 30th April 1917.

Joseph is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Mont Huon, north east of Dieppe and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot L grave 445 reads
Pte. Joseph Dodson
(M/c Reg)
Son of the above
Who was killed in Action in France
April 26th 1917
Aged 34 years

Sergeant M2 / 048566 Walter Everall Ennion 780 Motor Transport Coy Army Service Corp
Walter (b. 1891, Salford) was a son of Thomas (b. 1857, Hereford) and Clara (b. 1857, Salford)
Thomas Frederick Ennion married Clara Ann Leater at Christ Church on 1 st September 1880
On the 1881 census Thomas (24) and Clara (24) were living Clara’s mother, Ann at Cross Lane, Salford.
Ann Leater was a 47 year old widow.
Thomas’s occupation is listed as being a ‘house joiner’
Gertrude (b. 1881, Salford) is at the address, the first child of Thomas and Clara.
On the 1891 census the family are still living at Cross Lane and Thomas is still employed as a ‘joiner’
The family now include Gertrude (10), Annie (b.1883), Thomas (b. 1885), Frederick (b.1887) and Harry (b.
1890).
All the children were born in Salford.
Also with them is Clara’s mother Ann Leater (54)
On the 1901 census Thomas (44) and Clara (44) are running ‘The Regent Hotel’ in Regent Road, Salford.
Thomas is now working as a ‘publican’.
Also with them are children Gertrude (20) working ‘assisting barman’
Annie (18) is also working ‘assisting barman’
Tom (16) is working as an ‘assistant joiner’
Frederick (14), Harry (12), Walter (10), Charles (b. 1896, Salford), are all at school.
Also at the Hotel are three servants, William Naylor (b.1880, Hayfield) who is a ‘barman’.
Margaret Wedge (1875, Rochdale) is a ‘housemaid’
Bertha Darlington (b. 1878, Salford) who is a ‘cook’
Clara died on 10th October 1904, aged 47 years.
On the 1911 census the family are still at the ‘Regent Hotel’
Thomas is still a ‘publican’ and with him are four sons.
Frederick (23) works as an ‘assistant in the business’
Harry (21) is an ‘apprentice joiner’
Walter (19) works as an ‘assistant in the business’
Charles (15) is still at school.
There are also three servants, Alice Eaton (b. 1866, Yorkshire) who works as a ‘general domestic servant’
Maggie Wood (b. 1887, Cumberland) who is a ‘barmaid’
Kate Hayes (b. 1887, Tipperary) who works as a ‘general domestic servant’
Walter later worked as a ‘lorry driver’ and lived with his sister Mrs. Gertrude Richardson in Vere Street, Salford.
He enlisted in the Army Service Corps on 8th February 1915 as a ‘motor driver’
After some training Walter was drafted in 272nd Coy ASC, and was attached to 12th Siege Company Royal
Field Artillery to France, disembarking at Boulogne on 21st March 1915
Walter was admitted to the 27th Field Ambulance on 3rd October 1915 suffering from ‘Nephritis’, which is a
kidney infection. He was forwarded to the 16th General Hospital on 17th November, after six days leave.
He was given another ‘six days leave’ at the end of October; he was transferred to England aboard H.S.
Newhaven on 9th November.
In England Thomas was admitted to the American Hospital at Hampstead on 20 th October, after a 10-day spell
at another hospital. He was discharge from the American Hospital on 4th December 1915.
Walter was promoted to acting Lance Corporal on 1st September 1916
His unit was sent to Salonika on 20th September 1916.

He was the promoted to unpaid acting sergeant on 23rd October 1916.
On 1st April 1917 he was promoted to paid sergeant.
Walter died, as a result of an accidental fire on 27th May 1917 at the Camp of 780 Motor Transport Coy Army
Service Corps.

Proceedings of a
Assembled at
On the
By order of

Court of Inquiry
Camp of 780 MT Coy A.S.C.
29th day of MAY 1917
Base Commandant

For the purpose of

Investigating and reporting upon the circumstances attendant on the death of
M2 / 048566 Sergt. Walter Everard Ennion 780 MT Coy A.S.C.

President

Major M.S.M. Dennis A.S.C

Members

2 / Lt C.R. Hartley A.S.C. att 2/14 London Rifles
2 / Lt C. H. Bill. A.S.C

The Court having assembled pursuant to order, proceed to Call Witnesses.
1st witness:
2nd Lieut. L.F.H. Hill A.S.C.
States:
At camp of 780 MT Coy A.S.C. on the morning of 27 th May 1917 at 01:30 I was roused from sleep by the sound of rifle firing or
ammunition exploding.
I went out at once and saw a tent in the Sergeants lines on fire with several men playing on the flames with ‘ pyrenes’.
I doubled on the fire, which was almost extinguished.
I saw C.S.M. Martin 780 MT Coy who reported to me that Segt. Ennion had been burnt to death.
At this moment several men went into the debris and lifted a body out, this I looked at and was satisfied that life was extinct.
I walked around the remains of the tent and saw Sergeant H. McCall 780 MT Coy – lying on the ground in a partially dazed
condition.
I ordered Segt McCall removed at once to the nearest Medical Offices.
I at once referred the matter to my O.C.

2nd witness:
Lieut. H.L.Woods RAMC
States:
At about 0:200 on the 27th May 1917 I was called to the Camp of 780 MT Coy A.S.C. and in the Medical Hub I saw the body of a
man badly burnt about the face & neck – life was extinct some little time – death was caused from Asphyxia by fire.

3rd witness:
M2 / 033841 C.S.M. F.O. Martin
States:
At 01:35 on the 28th May 1917 at Camp of 780 MT Coy I was awakened by the cry of fire. I at once went out and found the tent
occupied by Segt. Ennion and McCall a mass of flames.
I was told that Segt. Ennoin was in the burning tent and every effort was being made to get him out – which was done about two
minutes after I arrived on the scene.
Segt. Ennion was burnt beyond recognition and life was extinct.
I knew it was Segt. Ennion; because of a part of the shirt which remained and which I had seen him wearing before the fire.
The proper fire extinguishers had been at work when I arrived & I ordered the water lorry which was at end to be used as well

4th witness:
820985 A/Bombardier A. Moreton R.F.A
States:
On the evening of 26th May 1917 I was employed in the Mess of the 780 MT Coy.
Sgt. Ennion and Staff Segt. Darley left the Mess at about 10:50 pm.
Sgt. McCall had left ten minutes previously.
It was a very quiet evening in the Mess.

5th witness:
M2 / 151992 Staff Segt. L. Darley 780 MT Coy A.S.C.
States:
At Camp of 780 MT Coiy A.S.C.
At about 11pm on the 26th may 1917 said good night & left Ennion outside the Sgts Mess and he was ion his usual good health – it
was a very quiet evening in the mess
6th Witness:
M2 / 200520 Sgt Hugh McCall
States:
On the night of the 26th May 1917 Lt. Camp on 780 MT Coy ASC at about 11pm I returned to my tent alone and went to asleep
almost immediately having put out my light, which was a candle.
I woke up to find the tent on fire.
I made for the tent door, calling at the same time to Segt. Ennion who was asleep.
I got out through the door and thought Ennion was following me but he did not do so – I tried to open the curtain up by taking it
off the pegs.
By the time I had two or three pegs loosened the whole tent was in flames.
A number of men arrived on the scene immediately.
The usual form of light was a candle on a box.
I did not see the body of Sgt. Ennion removed from the burning tent as I had been removed myself

7th witness:
M” / 222862 Driver P.W. Philips 780 MT Coy A.S.C.
States:
At Camp of 780 MT Coy A.S.C. on the morning of the 27 th May 1917 I was on sentry duty 90 from midnight to 2am.
At about 1:30 am the third tent in the Sergts line burst into flames
I immediately turned the guard out and roused the occupants of the tents.
I had patrolled the lines a few minutes before the outburst of the fire but nothing seemed unusual – my beat took me within 20
yards of the tent.

Verdict
The Court, having carefully considered the evidence is of the opinion that
M2 / 0485566 Segt. Walter Everard Ennion 780 MT Coy A.S.C met his death by a fire whilst in his tent, accidentally and that
there is no evidence to show what caused the fire –
Sergt. Ennion was not on duty at the time
Signed
Major M.S.M. Dennis A.S.C (President)
2 / Lt C.R. Hartley
2 / Lt C. H. Bill. A.S.C

Note: Walter’s middle name was ‘Everall’ and not ‘Everard’
Local newspaper:
Sergeant W. Ennion
Sergeant Walter E. Ennion, Army Service Corps Motor Transport section was killed on May 27th in Salonika, was the fourth son
of Mr. and Mrs. T.F. Ennion, Regent Hotel, Regent Road Salford.
Sergeant Ennion joined the Army in February 1915 and previous to Salonika spent eleven months in France.
The following letter has been received by his father, sent by Lieutenant G.W. Norrie, officer commanding the Company
We the undersigned wish to convey our sympathy with you in the loss of your son, Sergeant W.E. Ennion.
He was in charge of our section viz No. 4 section and during the whole time he was with us no person of any rank was more
liked or respected by all.
Owing to the indefatigable way in which he carried out his duties.
No. 4 section has always held a good record and every man in the section has felt it an honour as well as a pleasure to work
with him and it is with these feeling foremost in our hearts that we one and all offer you our deepest sympathy in this
unforeseen sad bereavement.
In conclusion we assure you that his memory will always live with us as one who did everything that was expected of him in the
noble cause we are all serving.
Corporal C.G. Copsey,
R.C.J. Robinson, E. Serivner,
M.S. Campbell,
J. Sadler,
W.C. Tiltman,
J. MacKay,
M. Remy,
A.H. Roffey,
T.W. Gilks,
R.J. Johnson.,
R. Unsworth,
E. Lloyd,
A. Mosley,
J.T. Hill,
D. McIntosh,
N. Minscroft,
J.S. Richardson,
J.H. Little,
A.R. Jobnson,
H.J. Rowling and R.D. Fryer
Walter is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Mikra British Cemetery at Kalamaria (Greece), and Weaste
Cemetery
Plot A4 grave 4053 reads
Their beloved son
Walter Everall Ennion
Died of burns at Salonika
May 27th 1917,
Aged 25 years

Private 11223 Arthur Hettrick 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Arthur (b. 12th October 1892, Salford) was a son of Joseph (b. 1864, Salford) and Sarah (b. 1866, Salford).
John William Hettrick married Sarah Tyson Bateman at St. Stephen’s Church, Salford on 28 th March 1886.
On the 1891 census Joseph (27) and Sarah (25) and their family were living at Burgess Street, Salford.
Joseph’s occupation is listed a s being a ‘warehouseman’
They now have three children, all born in Salford.
Lily (b.1887), Elizabeth (1888) and Charles Henry (b.1890).
Also living with them is Joseph Hettrick (b. 1837, Salford) a 54-year-old ‘warehouseman’ and father of Joseph.
On the 1901 census the family are living at My Street, Salford.
Joseph is employed as a ‘warehouseman’
Lily (14) works in a warehouse, as does Elizabeth (13)
The other children, Charles Henry (11) and Arthur (8) are at school.
On the 1911 census Joseph (47) and Sarah (45) and the family are living at Carlton Street, Salford
Joseph’s occupation is now listed as being a ‘warehouseman in cotton goods’
Lily (24) works as a ‘pattern girl’ in a Manchester warehouse as does Elizabeth (21).
Charles Henry works as a ‘labourer’ in a flourmill.
Arthur (18) is an ‘apprentice joiner’
Ethel (b. 1902) is at school.
Joseph’s father is also living with them.
Joseph is now aged 73 years old and listed as being an ‘old age pensioner’
Arthur enlisted in the Rifle Brigade in September 1914.
However he was six weeks later he was in the 2nd platoon ‘A’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers,
probably to be with his mates in the local regiment and ‘rejected’ as reported in the local newspaper in 1917.
He was wounded on the infamous first day of the Somme (1st July 1916) when his battalion was nearly wiped
out.
He was transferred to the 11th battalion LF’s some time after recovering from his wounds
On 7th July 1917 the 11th LF’s were involved in the attack on the Messine Ridge.
It was thought by Allied command that an offensive on the Messines - Wytschaete Ridge, which locally would
move the German Fourth Army from the high ground south of Ypres, would force the Germans to move their
reserves from France to Flanders thus relieving the pressure on the French.
It would also clear the way for the later planned advance to capture the Passchendaele Ridge and the Belgian
coast up to the Dutch frontier.
25th Division, attached to 2nd Anzac Corps, Fifth Army, was on the left of 2nd Anzac Corps, between the
Wulverghem to Wytschaete (Wijtschate) road and the Wulverghem to Messines road, with it's objective to
advance north of the village into the Steenbeek valley.
Across the line of advance were several lines of German trenches plus a number of fortified strong points
including; Mortar Farm, Bell Farm, Hell Farm and Sloping Roof Farm.
7th Infantry Brigade advanced on the left, 8th North Lancashire Regiment and 3rd Worcestershire Regiment
the lead battalions, 74th Infantry Brigade on the right, 13th Cheshire Regiment and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles
leading, 75th Infantry Brigade in support to pass through to the final objectives.
1st Wiltshire Regiment and 10th Cheshire Regiment in 7th Infantry Brigade, 11th Lancashire Fusiliers and 9th
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment for 74th Infantry Brigade.
The majority of the strong points were cleared without difficulty, the strongest resistance being encountered at
Middle Farm, before 11th Lancashire Fusiliers and 2nd Royal Irish Rifles combined to capture it.

75th Infantry Brigade passing through, 8th South Lancashire Regiment and 11th Cheshire Regiment leading, 8th
Border Regiment in support, reaching the final objectives, east of Messines, by 08.00 hours.
A counter-attack was defeated around midday and the positions consolidated.
25th Division suffered over 3000 casualties at Messines.
Arthur was killed in this action
Local newspaper
Private Arthur Hettrick
Private Arthur Hettrick (11223) of the Lancashire Fusiliers was killed in action in France on June 7 th.
He joined the Rifle Brigade in September 1914, after training at Aldershot and Blacdown for six weeks he was rejected. In
November of the same year he joined the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers, trained at home for a few weeks, then went to Conway and
later to Colford, and finally to France where he was wounded at Thiepval on 1st July 1916. After recovering he again went to
France, in December 1916.
The deceased soldier served his apprenticeship with Messrs. J. Wheeldon & Son, Regent Road, Salford, as a joiner and was a
member of the Salford P.S.A.
His age was 24 and his parent live at Carlton Street, Weaste.
Arthur is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Ypres, Salford Central Mission Memorial and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Salford Central Mission Memorial (Photo: SWARM)

Plot 32 grave 2093 reads
Pte. Arthur Hettrick
Killed in action at Messines
June 7th 1917
Aged 24 years
Sergeant 27535 David Hill 5th platoon ‘B’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)

David (b. 1882, Salford) was a son of James (b.1843, Kirkcaldy, Scotland) and Mary (b.1844, Salford)
James Hill married Mary Jane Halsall at St. John’s Church, Manchester during the second quarter of 1865.
On the 1871 census James (28) and Mary (27) lived at Henley Street, Salford.
James is employed as an ‘iron turner’
They have a child, William (b.1868, Salford)
They are found at Mulgrave Street, Broughton on the 1881 census.
James is still employed as an ‘iron turner’
With them are their children, all born in Salford, William (13), James (b. 1874), Arthur (b. 1875), Alexander
(b.1877) and Thomas (b.1880)
On the 1891 census James (48) and Mary (47) and the family are at the same address.
James is still employed as an ‘iron turner’
Young James (17) works as a ‘milkman’, as does Alexander (14).
Thomas (11), David (9) and Rowland (b. 1884) are all at school.
Mary Jane died on 24th November 1900 aged 56 years.
On the 1901 census widower James (59) and his sons are living at John Street, Pendleton.
He is still working at an ‘iron turner’
Thomas (22) works as a ‘labourer’ at an electrical works
David (20) works as a ‘baker of Eccles Cakes’
Rowland (18) is a ‘grocer’s assistant’
David married Eliza Emma Johnson at St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton during the last quarter of 1903.
On the 1911 census David (29) and Eliza (29) are living with Eliza’s parent at Gold Street, Pendleton
David now works as a ‘general labourer’ at a paper mill
The couple have two children both born in Salford, David (b.1906) and Bertha (b.1910)
They had another son, James who was born in 1914
The recruiting advert in the local newspapers of September 1914

David enlisted with the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford) in January 1915 and was given the
service number of 13216 which was changed shortly after 18h June 1915
The battalion had already moved, on 28th December 1914, to their Conway training camp before David joined
them. Next they went to Catterick on 21st June 1915, when the battalion came under orders of 96 th Brigade,
32nd Division.
Next they moved on, 13th August 1915, to Codford and formally adopted two weeks later by the War Office.
Landed at Boulogne 22nd November 1915.
David was one of the few men of his platoon who survived the 1 st July 1916, ‘big push’ when they attacked at
Thiepval
David was involved in all the later actions of the 1st Salford’s and was in the Guillaucourt sector in July 1917
The battalion was in the front line trenches from 19th – 23rd June 1917 when they were relieved by the 1st
battalion Black Watch Regiment.
David was killed when repelling a German raid on the trench during the 21st June 1917.
War Diary: 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 19th – 30th June 1917

There are no details about the German raid in which David was killed on 21 st June

Local newspaper
Sergeant D. Hill
We regret to announce the death in action of Sergeant David hill (Lancashire Fusiliers), which occurred on June 21 st at the age
of 35 years. Prior to his enlistment in the early part of the war he was employed at the Salford Paper Mill.
He threw in his lot with Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford) in January 1915 and after a vigorous spell of training at Conway and
Colford he was drafted to France an promoted to sergeant.
He was one of the few who came out of the big push, on 1st July, out of his platoon.
The news came as a big shock to his wife who resided at Croft Street, Pendleton.
It was contained in a letter from Captain R. Morton of the Lancashire Fusiliers on June 30th: You will, no doubt, have heard of the very sad news of the death in action of your husband Sergeant D. Hill, who was killed on
the 21st of this month. I am afraid that there is little I can say on paper to help you through the terrible pain which this must
have counsel you. He had, as you know, been in ‘B’ Company ever since it was formed and to have risen to the rank of sergeant
through sheer hard work and efficiently.
No Company Commander could wish for a finer soldier, his place can never be filled as before.
He was absolutely fearless and was killed in the front trench whilst repelling a German raid.
He set a fine example to the men of his platoon by his fearlessness and example.
If this knowledge of his fine qualities raised by us is of any consolation, I should be glad…but I quite understand that it is how
difficult it is for you, and sympathise with you very deeply. I can only pray that you may be helped to bear this loss with
fortitude in the knowledge that he died as a soldier …doing his duty.
David is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Ramscappelle Road (Belgium), Memorial at St. Thomas’s
Church Salford and Weaste Cemetery
Memorial at St. Thomas’s Church Salford (Photo: SWARM)

Plot B19 grave 261 reads
Sergt. David Hill 15th Lan. Fus.
Killed in action June 21st 1917
Aged 35 years
Sadly missed by his beloved wife Eliza
and children

Private 49519 Philip Albert King 20th battalion Manchester Regiment (5th City Pals)
Philip (b.1886, Salford) was a son of Philip (b.1860, Salford) and Elizabeth (b.1862, Salford).
Philip John King married Elizabeth Pollitt at Manchester cathedral on 31 st December 1881.
On the 1891 census Philip (31) and Elizabeth (29) live at Lynton Street, Salford.
Philip’s occupation is listed as a ‘lithographic printer’
With them are four children, all born in Salford, Florence (b.1882), Philip (5), Elizabeth G (b.1888) and Jane
(b.1890).
On the 1901 census the family are living at Pauline Street, Salford.
Philip’s still employed as a ‘lithographic printer’
With them now are nine children, all born in Salford.
James (b.1883) is employed as a ‘draughtsman’ with a civil engineer.
Florence (17) works as a ‘drapers assistant’.
Philip A (15) is employed as an ‘apprentice lithographic printer.
Elizabeth (13), Jane (10), Amy (b.1893), Alfred J (b.1895), Elsie M (b. 1898) and Edith (b.1900) are the
children not working.
On the 1911 census Philip (51) and Elizabeth (49) are living at South Street, Pendleton.
With them are eight of their children.
Philip is still works as a ‘lithographic printer’
His son Philip (25) has the same occupation.
Elizabeth G (23) is a ‘machinist’
Jane (18) is an ‘assistant’ at a drapers shop.
Amy (18) is a ‘relief stamper’ at a stationers.
Alfred (16) is employed as a ‘pattern card maker’
Elise (13), Edith (11) and Frank (b. 1904) are all at school.
Philip Albert King married Ann Elizabeth Leatherbarrow at Stowell Memorial Church, Salford on 25 th
September 1912.
They had at least two children, Francis (b.1913) and Isabella (b.1915) both births were registered in
Birkenhead. (Ann later lived at Penelope Road, Irlam-o’ th-Heights)
Philip enlisted with the 210th battalion Manchester regiment (5th City Pals) during 1916.
Philip was in the front line, with his battalion, at start of April 1917 they were at Bocquoy and moved forward to
Ervillers on 2nd April and positioned in the front line at Ecoust St. Nein.
The 5th City Pals started being relived by the 2nd / 7th West Yorkshire Regiment from 200 hours on 4th April,
It was on this date that Philip was reported as ‘missing in action’
Sadly he was later reported to have been killed on this date.

War Diary: 20th battalion Manchester Regiment 3rd – 4th April 1917

Philip was probably the chap reported as ‘missing in action’
Philip is remembered at the CWSGC Memorial at Arras and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A5 grave 99 reads
Philip Albert
Dearly beloved son of above
Who died on active service in France
Aged 32 years
‘Missing April 4th 1917’

Private 32759 Arthur Henry Knott 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
Arthur (b.1889, Higher Broughton) was a son of William (b.1852, Kidderminster) and Charlotte (b.1851,
London)
Thomas William Knott married Charlotte Ann Earney at Trinity Church West Bromwich on 11 th December
1870

On the 1871 census William (20) and Charlotte (20) lived at Oldbury Road, Kings Norton, Worcestershire
William’s occupation is listed as being a ‘blacksmith’
With them is their first child Martha who is 4 months old and born in West Bromwich.
On the 1881 census William (29) and Charlotte (30) lived at Raglan Street, Salford.
William occupation is now listed as being an ‘engine smith’
With them are five children.
Martha Ann (10), Thomas William (b.1873, Handsworth), Sarah (b.1877, Oldham), Frank (b.1879, Broughton)
and Emily (b.1881, Broughton)
On the 1891 census William (40) and Charlotte (41) are living at Roman Road, Broughton.
William’s occupation is now listed as being a ‘general blacksmith’
With them now are ten children.
The children who are working are Martha Ann (20), Thomas William (19) who is an ‘apprentice blacksmith’,
Sarah (14) who is an ‘apprentice dressmaker’ Frank (12) who is a printers ‘errand lad’
Children not working are Emily (10), Richard (b. 1883, Broughton), Charles (b.1885, Salford), Bertha (b. 1887,
Higher Broughton), Arthur and Charlotte (b. 1890, Higher Broughton)
By the 1901 census William (49)* and Charlotte (50) were living at High Street, Pendleton. (His age recorded
wrong as 59 on census)
William’s occupation is now listed as being an ‘blacksmith engineer’
With them are Emily (20) was works as a ‘braid embroider’, Richard (18) a general labourer, Charley (16) who
is employed as a ‘plate down’ at a calico printers.
Bertha (14), Arthur (12), Charlotte (10) not ‘working’
Also with them is grandchild Annie Knott a 4-year-old born in Pendleton
On the 1911 census William (59) and Charlotte (60) are living at Liverpool Street, Salford.
William is still a ‘blacksmith’
With them are Charles (25) who works as a ‘blacksmith’, Bertha (24), and Charlotte (21) who is a ‘shop
assistant’
Others at the address are Annie Knott 14) their grand daughter.
Albert Farrand, (41) a ‘cabinet maker’ born in Salford who is their ‘son in law’
Albert Farrand (11), their grandson and May Farrand (9) their grand daughter.

Arthur (22) is to be found living at the home of his brother Thomas (39) and his wife Margaret (38) at Euston
Road, Preston. Both Thomas and Arthur worked at an ‘electric car works.
Thomas, employed as a ‘blacksmith’ and Margaret have a daughter Gertrude (b. 1897, Salford) who works as
a ‘cotton weavers tenter’
Arthur is employed as a ‘blacksmith’s striker’ and is recorded as being ‘married’
His wife Ada was ‘visiting’ Charley and Lily Howarth at Fitzwarren Street, Pendleton.
She had their son Arthur (4 months) with her.
Arthur married Ada Walker at Christ Church, Salford on 18th May 1910.
Their son Arthur Henry died on 12th June 1912 aged 9 months.
Their second son, Leslie died accidentally at a scout camp on 19 th June 1919 aged 14 years
Arthur enlisted in the 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment during 1916.
The battalion had been in France, as part of 12th Brigade, 4th Division since 23rd August 1914.
Died 17/4/17 CWG Aubigny Communal Cemetery
Arthur was involved in the following action during April 1917, as part of the battle of Arras.
Fampoux was a part of a large Allied offensive to break through German front lines and attack reserves of
troops and materials.
The British advance before dawn and through inclement (sleet, snow, strong winds) weather.
The primary objective on the first day of the offensive was the Observation Ridge north of the Cambrai to Arras
road.
Secondary objectives were the village of Feuchy plus the German second and third trench lines.
During the opening of the attack on 9th April, 4th Division in XVII Corps, Third Army were in Corps Reserve as
9th Division, 34th Division and 51st Division attacked on the north bank of the River Scarpe.
Passing through 9th Division in mid-morning to carry the attack beyond Athies towards Fampoux.
11th Infantry Brigade on the left, 1st Hampshire Regiment and 1st Somerset Light Infantry the lead battalions,
12th Infantry Brigade on the right, 2nd Essex Regiment, 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers and 1st King's Own (Royal
Lancaster Regiment) the lead battalions.
12th Infantry Brigade fighting its way to the outskirts of Fampoux, 2nd Duke of Wellington's (West Riding
Regiment) passed through 1st King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) to complete the capture of the
village in a bayonet charge.
Arthur was wounded during this action and died on 17th April.
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Aubigny and at Weaste Cemeterey.
Plot J grave 3865 reads
Pte. Arthur Henry Knott
7th Batt. K.O.R.L
Died April 17th 1917 in his 29th year
Interred at Aubigny France

Gunner 47064 George Lewis 16th Heavy battery Royal Garrison Artillery
George (b.1895, Salford) was as on of William (b.1857, Little Sutton, Cheshire) and Emily
(b.1859, Liverpool)
William John Lewis married Emily Stephens Pearce, at St. Paul’s Church, Seacombe,
Cheshire, during the third quarter of 1883.
On the 1891 census William and Emily lived at Vere Street, Salfoird.
William (35) was employed as a ‘traveller’ for a timber merchant.
With them were children, Honor Mary (b.1884, Seacombe), Francis Maynard (b.1885,
Seacombe), William John (b.1887, Seacombe), Thomas Charles Stephens (b.1890, Salford)
Also living with them was Emily’s mother, Honor Thorne Pearce aged 74 years and born in Devon.
On the 1901 census the family are living at Oakley Street, Pendleton.
William (44) is still employed as a ‘traveller’ for a timber merchant.
Honor (17) is employed as an ‘assistant’ at a lantern slide shop.
Francis (16) is working as a ‘clerk’ in a paper manufactures.
William (14), Thomas 11), Maynard P (b, 1892, Salford), George (6), Winfred (b.1897 Salford) and Edward
(b.1899, Salford) are the other children.
On the 1911 census the family ate living at Weaste Lane, Pendleton.
William’s occupation is now recorded as being a ‘commercial traveller’ for a timber & joinery company.
His wife Emily is now 52 years of age.
Francis (26) is now employed as a ‘bookkeeper’ at a wallpaper manufacturers.
Thomas (21) works a ‘joiner’ for a building contractor.
Maynard (19) is an ‘advertising clerk’ at a newspaper proprietors
George (16) is employed as an ‘apprentice’ at an electrical engineers.
Wilfred (14) is a ‘student for teaching’.
Edward (12) is still at school.
An addition to the family is Emily Stephens (b. 1907, Pendleton)
George enlisted on the 17th October 1914 in Salford.
He joined the Royal Garrison Artillery and was posted to Woolwich on 13 th November 1914.
His unit was added into the 27th Heavy Artillery Brigade in the 5th Division on 28th June 1915 and leave
Southampton on 11th July 1915.
Heavy Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy guns, sending large calibre high explosive shells in fairly flat
trajectory fire. The usual armaments were 60 ‘pounder’ (5 inch) guns, although some had obsolescent 5 inch
howitzers.
As British artillery tactics developed, the Heavy Batteries were most often employed in destroying or
neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on strong points, dumps, store, roads
and railways behind enemy lines
After being engaged in the front line fighting for over a year, George was granted ten days leave at home from
7th December 1916 with a ration allowance of 3/- (about £12 now) a day.
After the battle of the Somme the battery was moved to the Ypres sector.
On 9th March 1917 George got 3p (about £1 now) per day rise for attaining ‘class 2’
George died of wounds on 12th April 1917.
George is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Philosophe Cemetery which lies between Bethune and
Lens, on the Old Salfordians Memorial and at Weaste Cemerty.

Panel 4, Old Salfordians memorial (Photo:SWARM)

Plot 36 grave 1234 reads
Gunner George Lewis R.G.A.
Died of wounds April 12th 1917
And buried in France
Aged 23 years
Greater Love hath no man than this
The RFA and RGA had the same cap badges, but had either RFA or RGA on their shoulders

Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter

section 2

Second Lieutenant Thomas Lynch 20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Thomas (b. 1892, Salford) was a son of John (b.1862, Ireland) and Mary (b.1864, Salford)
John Lynch married Mary Hannah Done in Salford during the second quarter of 1884.
They had at least eight other children who were all born in Salford.
John (b.1885), Ellen (b.1886), Amelia (b.1888), Humphrey (b.1890), James (b. 1894), Margaret (b. 1896) Alice
(b. 1900). William who was born in 1902 sadly died on 20th March 1904 aged 19 months
On the 1891 census the family were living at Bedford Street, Hulme.
John’s occupation is listed as being a ‘baker’
On the 1901 census the family were at Tamworth Street, Salford, John is still listed as being a ‘baker’
Sadly Mary died on 19th November 1903 aged 39 years, leaving her husband with a large family
On the 1911 census the family is found at King William Street, Salford.
John, still a baker and his five children are living with his daughter Elizabeth, now married to James Cockrane.
James and Elizabeth have two young children of their own.
Thomas is listed as being a ‘labourer’
Thomas must have being in a territorial battalion because he was mobilised at the start of the war and was
soon sent to France.
He was wounded twice and recovered.
In April 1917 he was wounded again and died at 21st Casualty Clearing Station at Nesle on 29th April 1917 and
was buried the cemetery near the clearing station.
Nesle was held by the Germans during the early part of the War, and occupied by French and British cavalry
on 18 March 1917.
From April to June 1917, the No.21 Casualty Clearing Station was at Nesle, and the dead from it were buried
in a plot near the West corner of the Communal Cemetery, between two German plots.
There are now over 100, Great War casualties commemorated in this site.
Of these, a small number are unidentified.
Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Nesle, The Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Salford
and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot K grave 325 reads
Sec Lieut Thomas Lynch
Son of the above
20th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers
Who died of wounds received in
Action in France April 29th 1917
Aged 25 years

National Roll of Honour

Gunner 193791 John Henry Mather "A" battery 165th Brigade Royal Field Artillery
John (b.1885, Salford) was a son of William (b.1855, Salford) and Sarah (b.1858, Salford)
William Mather married Sarah Ann William in Salford during the 4 th quarter of 1875.
In total they had nine children, sadly five died young.
The other survivors were Jane (b.1877, Salford), Robert (b.1883, Salford) and Ethel (b.1901, Salford)
On the 1881 census the family were at Chaney Street, Salford and William was recorded as being a ‘labourer’
The 1891 census showed them at Tindall Street, Salford with William being listed as a ‘general labourer’
By the 1901 census the family were living at New William Street, Salford and William is still a ‘general labourer’
John, now working, is listed as being a ‘maker up’ in a shipping warehouse
His mother, Sarah and sister Ethel, were lodging at the home of Sarah Sheldon at Peel Street, Pendleton.
His father, William, is listed in the workhouse.
John married Margaret Owen in Salford, during the fourth quarter of 1908.
On the 1911 census John and Margaret are living at Scales Street, Salford.
With them is their daughter Alice (b.1910)
They had a son, Harry who died on 17th December 1911 aged 4 months
Not sure when John enlisted, in Stockport, into the 165th Brigade Royal Field Artillery who were part of the 32nd
Division.
Whilst in action in the Bailleul area John’s battery came under fire from German artillery.
War Diary 165th Brigade Royal Field Artillery first week May 1917

The entry for 7th May reads
Causalities ‘A’ battery 4 OR killed; 2 OR wounded. ‘B’ battery Major H.C. Fitzgerald slightly wounded ~ at duty
John must have been one of the four killed.
He would have been taken to #2 Causality Clearing Station which was based at Bailleul during May 1917.

Two of his pals, Bombardier 845106 Pritchard and Driver L3320 Keenen were also killed and have graves in
the same plot.
St. Laurent-Blangy is a village adjoining the north-east side of Arras.
Bailleul Road East Cemetery was begun by the 34th Division in April, 1917
At the time of his death, Margaret his wife and her child, were living at Co-operative Street, Seedley.
John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Bailleul, Stockport Roll of Honour and Weaste Cemetery
Plot F grave 2301 (a tablet stone) reads
In loving memory of
Gunner John Henry Mather
R.F.A
Killed in action
May 6th 1917
Aged 32 years

Cap badge RFA

‘Tablet’ at Weaste Cemetery

Private 70837 Joseph McRitchie 13th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Joseph (b.1883, Manchester) was a son of James (b.1841, Scotland) and Fanny (b.1857, Manchester).
James McRitchie married Fanny Hall at St. Mary’s Church in Hulme during the fourth quarter of 1874.
They had at least five other children, Thomas (b.1878, Manchester) Helen (b.1878, Manchester), James
(b.1879, Manchester), Jane (b.1876, Didsbury) and Jessie (b.1883. Salford)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Shrewsbury Street, Stretford.
James’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘clerk’
By the 1891 census they lived at Woodbine Street, Salford and James’s occupation is now listed as being a
‘book keeper’ in a foundry.
On the 1901 census they lived at Nansen Street, Salford and James now worked as a ‘traveller’ for a brewery.
Joseph, now working, is listed as being an ‘iron founder’
Fanny died during the fourth quarter of 1901 aged 43 years and James died during the third quarter of 1907
aged 66 years.
Joseph married Margaret Staines, during the first quarter of 1906, in Salford.
On the 1911 census they lived at Stafford Street, Salford.
Joseph’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘fitter’ in a stove grating works.
They had two children, Margaret (b.30th December 1906, Salford) and Joseph (b.16th November 1909, Salford)
On 12th May 1913 they had a third chid, Ruth.
Joseph’s service medical record (below) shows he first served in the Lancashire Fusiliers, enlisting on 12 th July
1915. He was discharged as ‘medically unfit’ on 27th February 1917.
He was then ‘called up’ to serve in King’s Liverpool Regiment, even though he showed them the forms saying
he was medically unfit.
His being ‘unfit’ due to tubercle of abdomen which had been aggravated ‘due to active service’
He had a medical examination on 17th June 1917 which found he was unfit for service or work.
He was advised ‘sanatorium treatment’.
Sadly he died nine days after this medical examination.
His date of discharge from the King’s Liverpool Regiment was 8th July 1917, a few weeks after he had died.
Note the line ‘this is a case of great hardship needing special treatment’

Joseph medical sheet

Joseph is remembered at Weaste Cemetery

Plot K grave 35 (CWGC headstone) reads
70837 Private
J. McRitchie
The King’s Liverpool Regt.
26th June 1917

Private 29867 Albert Mosford 21st battalion Manchester Regiment
Albert (b.1886, Salford) was a son of William (b.1851, Manchester) and Ellen (b.1855,
Salford)
William Mosford married Ellen Worth during the fourth quarter of 1878 in Salford.
They had one other child, William (b.1879, Salford)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Broughton Street, Salford and William’s occupation
was listed as being a ‘railway porter’
William died during the second quarter of 1887, aged 36 years.
Ellen Mosford married William Lucas in Salford during the third quarter of 1888.
On the 1891 census they lived at Havelock Street, Broughton.
William Lucas’s occupation is listed as being a ‘salesman’ for a shoe merchant.
They have two children Nellie (b.1890, Salford) and Edward (b.1894, Salford) as well as Ellen’s sons for her
first marriage. Also living with them is Ellen’s mother, Sussanah Worth (b.1814, Exeter)
On the 1901 census they were living at the same address, William’s occupation is listed as being a ‘boots
salesman’ and his step son Albert, now working, is listed as being an ‘errand boy’ at a printers.
William died during the first quarter of 1907, aged 54 years.
On the 1911 census Ellen’s family are still at Haverlock Street.
Albert’s occupation now listed as being a ‘lithographic printer’
Albert enlisted in the Manchester Regiment in early 1916.
After training Albert was drafted to France and was in the front in the Bullecourt section in mid May 1917.
War Diary: 21st battalion Manchester Regiment 14th – 16th May 1917

The Colonel’s account of the attack

Albert was killed in this action

Local newspaper:
Private A. Mosford
Private Albert Mosford, Manchester Regiment killed in France on May 14th was 31 years of age and formerly lived at Havelock
Street, Lower Broughton. Previous to joining the army twelve months ago he worked at the Guttenberg Printing Works,
Pendleton. He was an old boy of the Adelphi Lads Club, being a Sunday school teacher and secretary of the band of Hope in
connection with the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Camp Street, Lower Broughton.
Albert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras, the Adelphi Lads Club Roll of Honour and at Weaste
Cemetery
Plot 33 grave 86 (tablet) reads
In loving memory of
Albert Mosford
Youngest son of the above
Who was killed in action
In France May 14th 1917.
What’s brave,
What’s noble,
Let’s do it.

‘Tablet’ at Weaste Cemetery

Cap badge

Lance Corporal 21448 Rowland Murphy 8th battalion King’s Royal Lancaster Regiment
Rowland (b.1895, Salford) was the youngest son of Thomas (b.1844, Carlisle) and Jane (b.1851, Salford)
Thomas Murphy married Jane McKie during the fourth quarter of 1874 in Salford.
They had twelve children in total, one died young.
All the children were born in Salford.
The other children were Sarah (b.1875), Charlotte (b.1878), Thomas (b.1879), Amy (b.1881), Bertha (b.1883),
Jane (b.1885), Henry (b.1887), George (b.1889), Arnold (b.1891) and Lydia (b.1893)
On the 1881 and 1891 censuses the family lived at Bird Street, Salford and Thomas’s occupation was
recorded as being a ‘power loom’ over-looker.
In 1901 census they lived at Strawberry New Road, Salford.
Thomas was still a power loom over-looker.
Thomas died on 23rd January 1910 aged 68 years
On the 1911 census the family are found at Broughton Road, Salford.
Rowland, now working, is employed as ‘clerk’ at the railway.
Rowland enlisted in October 1915 with King’s Royal Lancaster Regiment.
After training he became an instructor at Plymouth until he was drafted to France in January 1917.
Rowland’s battalion were part of the 76th Brigade, which was now in the 3rd Division and on April 9th 1917 took
part in the action near Tilloy-les-Mofflaines. This was large Allied offensive to break through German front lines
and attack reserves of troops and materials. The primary objective on the first day of the offensive was
Observation Ridge, north of the Cambrai – Arras road.
Secondary objectives were the village of Feuchy plus the German second and third trench lines.
South of the road, a trench known as the Monchyriegel, a major supply route and key element of the German
trench system in the area, was the main objective but Devil's Wood, Tilloy-les-Mofflaines and the Bois-deBoeufs had to be taken first.
These were the objectives given to 3rd Division in VI Corps of Third Army.
76th Infantry Brigade (including 8th King’s Own) advancing before dawn through inclement (sleet, snow, strong
winds) weather, capturing their objectives with little resistance, 9th Infantry Brigade passed through to the
second objectives, 12th West Yorkshire Regiment clearing Tilloy-les-Mofflaines village, following which 8th
Infantry Brigade moved through to the final objectives.
Rowland was killed in this action

King’s Own Cap badge

Local newspaper
Corporal R. Murphy.
Corporal Rowland Murphy, King’s Own Royal Lancasters, fell in action in France on April 9thy in his 23rd year.
He lived at London Street Pendleton when he joined the army in October 1915 and acted as instructor at Plymouth until he went
out to France in January last.
In civil life he was on the staff of the Great Northern Railway, Deansgate, Manchester and had from his boyhood been connected
with the Charlestown Congregational Church.
The following letter is from the Chaplin of the Regiment, the Rev. M’P.G. Leonard:‘I write to you in great sorrow and deepest sympathy to tell you of the great loss which you have sustained in the recent
fighting near Arras. I am afraid it will be a heavy blow for you to bear, but try to bear it bravely.
Your son, in the King’s Own went over with the battalion in the successful charge which was made on Easter Monday against
German trenches but had hardly reached the objective when he received a machine gun bullet in the lungs and I am deeply
grieved to say he was killed instantly.
I well know what a shock this will be to you, and I want you to feel that there are many who share your sorrow to the uttermost
and wish to assure you of our very heartfelt sympathy.
We can ill afford to lose such an honest hearted soldier and one who won so quickly the respect and affection of all who knew
him, but we must not grudge him his well earned peace and rest.
Hard though it is to lose him I hope you will find comfort in the knowledge that he died nobly and gallantly doing his duty and
helping in to bring victory to our cause.
His life is not thrown away for he made the greatest sacrifice that man can made, and from his death and death of all the
gallant men who have fallen in ths conflict a new and better age will arise.
Think of him as treading in the footsteps of our Saviour and helping Him to pay the price of the world’s salvation.
Sad though it is, it is a noble death and when the first bitter sorrow is past I hope that you will try to let pride ne mingled with
your tears, pride that he has been counted worthy and did not flinch nor fail at duty’s call.
He has been buried in a little cemetery near Arras and as soon as possible a cross will be erected to his memory and to record
the fact that he gave his life for England on Easter Monday April 9 th.
May he rest in peace until the great day dawns when you will meet him again in the life beyond the grave, where sorrow is for
ever banished.
Then all tears will be wiped away and all your grief will be forgotten in the perfect joy of finding him, never more to be parted.
His brother, in the M.M.P. came round today to see him and to him we broke the sad news.
I am afraid it was a great shock to him and he asked me to tell you that he would write to you soon as he had seen his brother’s
earthly resting place.
May God give you strength to bear this blow bravely and may He ease the aching of your heart with His own sweet comfort.
He knows the pain of a broken heart, for he was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief.
In truest sympathy in which all officers and men of the company wish to join.’
Two of Rowland’s brothers also served and both survived the war
Lance Corporal P2925 Arnold Murphy Military Mounted Police Corps
1918 address given as 7 Nadine Street, Salford
Horse keeper 6408 George Alfred Murphy Army Veterinary Corps served in India.
He was transferred to the 21st Reserve Battery RFA on 12th October 1916 as Driver 178293 and served in
Salonika

War Diary: 8th battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 9th April 1917

Photo from SWARM

Rowland is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Tilloy, Roll of Honour above, and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot H grave 3286 reads
Rowland
Dearly loved youngest son
Laid to rest at Arras, France
April 10th 1917, in his 23rd year

Private 26408 Brierley Norbury 2nd battalion Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment
Brierley (b.6th February 1886, Salford) was a son of John (1852, Oldham) and Jane (B.1853, Oldham)
John William Norbury married Sarah Jane Brierley in the first quarter of 1875 at Christ Church, Chadderton.
They had ten children in total.
Besides Brierley the others who lived to when he enlisted were Pollie (Mary Ann b.1874, Oldham), Agnes
(b.1879, Salford) and Beatrice (b. 1880, Oldham).
The five of the others were Emma who died 16th June 1884 aged 3 months, Fred who died 25th February
1889, Edith who died 28th January 1981 aged 1 year, Herbert who died 3rd March 1894 aged 10 months and
Esther who died 11th July 1895 aged 19 years.
On the 1881census the family were living at John’s mothers’ home in Hodgson Street, Salford.
John’ occupation is listed as being a ‘policeman’
On the 1891 census the family are living at Library House in Gardener Street, Salford.
John’s occupation is now a ‘bricksetter’
Mary Ann (Pollie) married Francis Dalby in 1898 and went to live in Durban (South Africa)
On the 1901 census John and his son Brierley are living at the home of Agnes and Frank Watson on
Manchester Road, Altrincham.
Agnes is John’s daughter.
John is listed as being a ‘bricklayer’ and Brierley, now working, as an ‘electro plater’
John’s wife is found at the Broad Street, Salford, visiting the ‘Loughlin’ family.
Sarah is listed as being a ‘hospital nurse’
On the 1911 census Brierley is still living with his sister Agnes at Manchester Road, Altrincham and he is now
listed as being a ‘storekeeper’ at an engineering works.
His parents, John and Sarah are living on Liverpool Road, Patricroft.
John is still listed as being a ‘bricklayer,
Brierley enlisted on 7th December 1915 at Pontefract and was added to the army reserve.
When he enlisted his parents were living at Albion Street, Broughton.
His sister Mrs.Agnes Watson and her family were living in Birmingham.
His sister Mrs. Beatrice Hall was living in Sheffield and Mrs. Mary Dalby was still living in Durban.
On 3rd March 1916 Brierley got a letter of consent from his employer, Thomas A. Ashton Ltd of Sheffield, to
certify he could leave them. They were mechanical and electrical engineers so were probably a ‘reserved
occupation’
He was called to the depot at Pontefract on 12th June 1916 and posted to Sunderland with the 3rd battalion
Yorkshire & Lancashire (Y&R) Regiment two days later.
He was posted to France, leaving Folkestone on 29th August 1916.
On arrival at Boulogne he was drafted to the 2nd battalion Y&R
Brierley was sent to 48th Causality Clearing Station (at Gronetoron) on 10th October 1916 suffering from a gun
shot wound to his left arm, sustained in action. Next day he as sent to the 3rd Stationary Hospital in Rouen.
On 5th November he went home to England abroad the hospital ship ‘George’ reporting back to his battalion in
France 11th January 1917.
On 9th March 1917 Brierley was wounded but remained on duty.
He then spent days training at the 6th Division ‘grenade’ school rejoining the 2nd Y & L’s on 25th March
On April 22nd Brierley’s battalion was in the ‘Loos’ sector of the front line

War Diary: 2nd battalion Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment April 22nd 1917

Brierley was killed during this action

Cap badge York & Lancs Regiment

Regimental Colours

Lieut General Rhodes account of the action

Brierley is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Loos, Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Salford and
Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 37 grave 824 reads
Brierley Norbury
2nd batt York & Lanc. Regt.
Presumed killed in France
April 22nd 1917 aged 32 years
Dearly loved and sadly missed

Private 475175 James Henry Pendlebury Manitoba Regiment 27th Canadian Infantry
James (b. 5th November 1879, Manchester) was a son of Joseph (b. 1837 Appleton [Cheshire]) and Ann (b.
1849, Jedburgh, Scotland)
Joseph Pendleton married Alice Ann Pepper in Bury during the first quarter of 1878.
They had at least four children, the others were, Joe (b.1878, Manchester), John (b.1882, Manchester), Alice
(b.1887, Manchester)
On the 1881 census the family wee living at Bridgewater Buildings, Manchester and Joseph’s occupation was
listed as being an ‘office keeper’
On the 1891 census they were at Olive’s Cottage, Church Street, Broughton and Joseph is now recorded as
being a ‘night watchman’
Joseph died on 17th April 1892 aged 56 years
On the 1901 census Ann and three of her children are living at Devonshire Street in Broughton.
The missing child is Joe who would have been age 23 years
On the 1911 census Ann and her daughter Alice were living on Bury New Road, Prestwich and Alic’es
occupation as listed as being a ‘confectioner’
James Henry Pendlebury emigrated to Canada in 1909.
He left Liverpool, on 3rd December 1909, aboard the ship ‘Hesperon’ along with 847 other passengers bound
for St. John’s in Canada.
James enlisted in the Manitoba Regiment on 7th August 1916 in Winnipeg.
His occupation at the time was listed as being a ‘confectioner’

War Diary: 27th battalion Canadian Infantry 9th – 11th April 1917

James was killed in this action
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Vimy, The Canadian Virtual Memorial and at Weaste Cemtery
Vimy is Canada's most impressive tribute overseas to those Canadians who fought and gave their lives in the
Great War is the majestic and inspiring Vimy Memorial, which overlooks the Douai Plain from the highest point
of Vimy Ridge, about eight kilometres northeast of Arras.
Plot 36 grave 1341 reads
Pte. James H. Pendlebury
27th Canadian Regt.
Their beloved son
Killed in action at Roclincourt
France April 10th 1917
Aged 36 years

Lance Corporal 21875 Henry Pevitt 16th platoon ‘D’ company 20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Henry (b.1872, Manchester) was a son of Henry (b.1835, Manchester) and Isabella (b.1841, Manchester)
Henry Pavitt married Isabella Gunn on 24th November 1863 at Manchester Cathedral.
They had at least seven other children, Elizabeth (b.1866), John (b.1868), were born in Manchester.
James (b.1870), Hannah (b. 1875), Joseph (b.1877), Margaret (b. 1879) and Isabella (b. 1881,) were born in
Salford.
On the 1871 census the family lived at Manchester Street, Salford and Henry is recorded as being a ‘metal
planer’
I can not find the family on the 1881 census.
Young Henry married Lucy Salt at St. Philip’s Church, Salford, on 17 th January 1891.

On the 1891 census, Henry and Isabella’s family were living at Lord Duncan Street, Salford.
Henry is still a ‘metal planer’.
Henry and Lucy live at Percy Street, Salford.
Henry’s occupation is listed as being a ‘metal planer’.
On the 1901 census Henry and Lucy are living at Crown Street, Salford.
He is still employed as a ‘metal planer’.
Their two children, Ada (b.1892) and Hannah (b.1897) both were born in Salford.
Henry and Isabella are still living at Lord Duncan Street and Henry is now retired from work.
By the 1911 census Henry and Lucy are living at Joseph Street, Pendleton and is still employed as a ‘metal
planer’.
They now have four more children, all born in Salford, Isabel (b.1901), Henry (b.1907), Jack (b.1908) and Lucy
(b.1910)
Henry enlisted into the Lancashire Fusiliers in July 1915.
20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was formed in Salford, on 23rd March 1915.
Up to full strength they moved in to Conway in July and in August 1915 to Cholderton.
During August 1915 they came under orders of 104th Brigade, 35th Division.
The battalion landed at Le Havre 30th January 1916.
He was in action at all the battles the battalion fought in.
In April 1917 the 20th LF’s were in the Ville Cholles (Somme) area.
Henry was killed during the action of April 15th
Henry is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot J grave 2720 reads
In loving memory of
Lance Cpl. Henry Pevitt L.F.
The beloved husband of
Lucy Pervitt
Killed in action in France
APRIL 15th 1917, aged 45 years.

National Roll of Honour

Henry’s younger brother Joseph survived the war and came back to his parents at Lord Duncan Street.
He enlisted as Rifleman 243015 Joseph Pevitt 6th King’s Liverpool Regiment
War Diary: 20th Lancashire Fusiliers 15th -16th April 1917

Operation Orders for 20th LF’s 15th April 1917

Private 202576 Stanley Rice 2nd / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment
Stanley (b.1889, Salford) was a son of James (b.1860, Manchester) and Jane (b.1857, Fleetwood)
James Henry Rice married Jane Houghton at Eccles Parish Church on 1st January 1887.
They had four other children, all born in Salford, Herbert (b.1891), Harry (b.1893) and Ada (b.1896)
Sadly the other child died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at End Terrace, Pendleton and James was employed as a
‘warehouseman’
By the 1901 census the family were at Langton Street, Pendlebury James was employed as a ‘warehouseman
tracing cotton cloth’
On the 1911 census the family were at Grange Street, Pendleton.
James was employed as a ‘warehouseman’
Stanley was recorded as being a self employed ‘heraldic engraver’
Stanley married Alice Glazier Buss on 14th December 1912 at St. Luke’s Church, Salford
Stanley enlisted during October 1916 and was drafted into the 2nd / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment.
This battalion was formed at Wigan in August 1914 as a second line unit.
In November 1914 was placed under command of 199th Brigade in 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division.
In February 1917 the battalion landed in France.
In April 1917 the 2nd / 5th Manchester Regiment were in the Cambrin sector
War Diary: 2nd / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment 5th - 8th April 1917

Stanley was reported as being killed in action on 7th April but the War Diary shows no action on that day, but
he may be the soldier reported killed on 8th April.

War Diary: 2nd / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment 9th April 1917

Local newspaper
Private S. Rice
Private S. Rice, Manchester Regiment killed in France on April 7 th was 28 years of age and prior to joining the army in October
last lived at Buckingham Avenue, Weaste.
In civil life he was in business as an engraver and was connected with the Weaste Congregational Church
Stanley is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Cambrin, the Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church and
Weaste Cemetery

Plot A4 grave 120b reads
Stanley, son of the above
Who was killed in action in France.
April 7th 1917,
Aged 28 years.

Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church (photo:SWARM)

Ordinary Seaman J 39139 Robert Robinson Royal Navy (HMS Cordelia)
Robert (born 23rd December 1895, Liverpool) was a son of George (b.1866, Liverpool) and Margaret (b. 1864,
Scotland)
George William married Margaret Hair at St. Matthew’s Church in Toxteth during the fourth quarter of 1886.
They had at least four other children, who all were born in Liverpool.
Grace (b.1888), Margaret J (b.1891), William J (b.1899) and Annie (b.1901)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Haddon Street, Everton.
George is not recorded on the sheet.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Gordon Street, Everton.
George’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘sailor’
Grace Robinson married Lewis Biell (b. 1875, Valparaiso, Chile) at St. Cyprian’s Church, Ordsall on 21 st
January 1907.
On the 1911 Grace and Lewis lived at Crofton Street, Salford and they had one child, Carmen Roca (b.1911)
I cannot find Margaret, George W or Robert on the 1911 census
Robert enlisted into the Royal Navy on 12th May 1915 and his initial training at HMS Vivid I, which was a navel
base at Plymouth.
He started his service on 3rd August 1915 on HMS Cordelia, which was a ‘C’-class light cruiser built for the
Royal Navy during the Great War
She was one of six ships of the Caroline sub-class and was completed at the beginning of 1915.
The ship was assigned to the 1st and 4th Light Cruiser Squadrons (LCS) of the Grand Fleet for the entire war
and played a minor role in the Battle of Jutland in mid-1916.
The ‘Cordelia’ spent most of her time on uneventful patrols of the North Sea
On 31st March 1917, Robert returned to HMS Vivid with an illness.
He died there on 17th April and his body returned to his sister Grace Biell in Salford.
His burial service was at All Souls and St. John’ Vianney in Weaste on 23 rd April and he was interred at
Weaste Cemetery.
Robert is remembered on the gravestone beneath the Memorial Wall at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A9 grave 58 reads
Robert Roberson
Who died 19th April 1917
Aged 21 years

Pioneer 184344 Alfred George Robinson Corps of Royal Engineers (Section ‘P’ Special Coy)
Alfred George (b. 1890, Eccles) was the only son of James (b.1863, Manchester) and Mary (b.1863, Salford)
James William Robinson married Mary Taylor in Salford during the second quarter of 1888.
They also had two daughters, both born in Eccles, Elsie (b.1892) and Dora (b.1895)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Mayfield Road, Monton. James’s employed was listed as being a
‘Drapery commercial traveller’.
Also living with them was Mary’s grand mother, Peggy Speakman (b.1805, Astley)
On the 1901 census they were living at the same address and James’s employment was the same.
Still at the same address on the 1911 census, James’s is now recorded as being a ‘commercial traveller’ for a
drapery warehouse. Alfred is listed as being ‘sanitary engineering student’ at Manchester University.
Alfred first enlisted as Private 27359 with the Manchester Regiment.
Some time later he was transferred to the Royal Engineers.
The Special Brigade was formed and manned by May 1916. Despite the limited results achieved by the cloud
gas discharge at Loos, it was believed sufficiently successful to warrant further development. One of the first
acts of Sir Douglas Haig on his appointment as Commander-in-Chief was to request that the War Office
expand the four Special Companies of the RE into a more substantial force, viz.
 Four Special Battalions, each of four Companies, to handle gas discharge from cylinders and smoke
from candles
 Four Special Companies to handle gas shells fired from 4-inch Stokes mortars.
Each Company to have 48 such weapons;
 Four Special Sections to handle flame projectors (throwers);
plus a Headquarters and Depot, making all a force of 208 officers and 5306 men.
Alfred was drafted into "P" Special (Cylinder) Company Royal Engineers and was with the 2nd Army which was
at Messine area in early summer 1917. The coy fired shells / mortars which contained poisonous gas.
The battle of Messines began on 7th June 1917 when the 2nd Army launched an offensive near the village of
Mesen (Messines) in West Flanders, Belgium.
The objective of the attack was a ridge running north from Messines village past Wytschaete village which
created a natural stronghold southeast of Ypres. One of the key features of the battle was the detonation of 19
mines (two others did not explode) immediately prior to the infantry assault, a tactic which disrupted German
defences and allowed the advancing troops to secure their objectives in rapid fashion.
Alfred was killed during this action on 11th June. His mates Pioneer 214479 John Leeson and Pioneer 188189
John Winchester were also killed on the same day. (Alfred’s family grave inscription may indicate they were
killed in a shell burst)
Alfred is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Menin Gate (Ypres), The Roll of Honour at Manchester
University, Eccles Parish Church and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A4 grave 6E reads
In Proud & Precious
Remembrance of
Alfred George Robinson R.E.
Beloved and only son of
James W. & Mary Robinson
Called to Higher Service
While on duty
Near Hollenbeke, Ypres sect.
June 11th 1917
Grave Known of God

Private 14177 Michael Rourke 1st battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
Michael (b.1888, Salford) was a son of William (b.1869, Salford) and Francis (b.1871, Salford)
William Rourke married Francis Ann Butler in Salford during the 4 th quarter of 1887.
In total they had six children, four of whom died.
On the 1891 census they lived at Richmond Terrace, Salford and William’s occupation is listed as being a ‘coal
miner’. Living with them are sons Michael and William (b. 1890, Manchester) who died in 1894, aged 4 years.
On the 1901 census the family are at Brooks Street, Salford.
William is now employed as a ‘mechanic labourer’
Also with them are sons Michael and John Thomas (b. 1891, Salford)
On the 1911 census the family are at Brewery Place, Salford.
William, is now employed as a ‘dock labourer’, by the Ship Canal Company.
Michael now working, is employed as a ‘carter’ by the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway.
Also living with them is William’s nephew George Parkinson (b.1896, Salford)
Michael married Sarah Ann Bramwell at Scared Trinity Church Salford during the 2nd quarter of 1914.
They had at least one child, Doris who was born during the 2 nd quarter of 1915.
Michael enlisted on 4th September 1915 in Manchester.
He joined the King’s Own Lancaster Regiment and after training was drafted into the 1 st battalion who were
fighting in France.
Between the 5th November 1915 and 3rd February 1916 the 1st Kings Own were with the 12th Brigade were
attached to 36th (Ulster) Division, providing instruction to the newly arrived Division.
The 1st Kings Own were in action during the battles of the Somme in 1916.
In 1917 they were at Arras sector, and were in action during the battle of the Scarpe
On 9th April 1917 the attack on Fampoux was part of a large Allied offensive to break through German front
lines and attack reserves of troops and materials.
The British advance before dawn and through inclement (sleet, snow, strong winds) weather.
The primary objective on the first day of the offensive was the Observation Ridge north of the Cambrai to Arras
road.
Secondary objectives were the village of Feuchy plus the German second and third trench lines.
During the opening of the attack on 9th April, 4th Division in XVII Corps, 3rd Army were in Corps Reserve as 9th
Division, 34th Division and 51st Division attacked on the north bank of the River Scarpe.
Passing through 9th Division in mid-morning to carry the attack beyond Athies towards Fampoux.
11th Infantry Brigade on the left, 1st Hampshire Regiment and 1st Somerset Light Infantry the lead battalions,
12th Infantry Brigade on the right, 2nd Essex Regiment, 2ndLancashire Fusiliers and 1st King's Own Royal
Lancaster Regiment the lead battalions.
12th Infantry Brigade fighting its way to the outskirts of Fampoux, 2nd Duke of Wellington's (West Riding
Regiment) passed through 1st King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment to complete the capture of the village
in a bayonet charge. 11th Infantry Brigade reaching the Hyderabad Redoubt strong point, 1st Rifle Brigade
passed through the two lead battalions to take it as 1st East Lancashire Regiment held a defensive flank.
With 10th April used for consolidating gains, the attack was renewed on 11 th April by 10th Infantry Brigade
attempting to advance towards the final objective, known as the Green Line.
Michael was one of the many killed in this action

Local newspaper
Private M. Rourke
Private M. Rourke, King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, killed on April 11th in France, prior to joining the army lived at Silk
Street, Salford and worked for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company at the Bailey Street Goods Yard.
Michael is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras, Rolls of Honour at Lancs. & Yorks Railway, Salford
Cathedral and Weaste Cemetery.
One of the Memorial panels at Salford Cathedral

Plot A5 grave 945 reads
Pte. Michael Rourke
1st batt. R.L. Regt.
The beloved son of William & Frances Rourke
Killed in action in France
April 10th 1917 aged 29 years
Duty nobly done

Lancashire & Yorkshire Railways memorial Book

Sergeant 305838 Arthur Rutter 2nd / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Arthur (b.1893, Salford) a son of Henry (b.1862, Salford) and Alice (b.1864, Salford)
Henry Rutter married Alice Ann Appleby in Salford during the 4 th quarter of 1882.
In total they had ten children, two of whom died young.
Children who were born in Salford were
Henry (b.1884), Peter (b.1888), Mary Alice (b.1891).
Stanley (b.1896), Ernest (b.1899) and Bertha Lilian (b.1902)
William (b.1885) and Herbert (b.1887) were born in Manchester.

On the 1891 census the family lived at Willis Street, Salford.
Henry was employed as a ‘cloth looker’.
Besides the five children, there was Alice’s sister Hannah (b.1879) in the house.
On the 1901 census the family lived at School Street, Salford and Henry’s occupation is now listed as being a
‘grey cloth stock keeper’
On the 1911 census the family lived at West High Street, Salford and Henry’s occupation is now recorded as
being a ‘cloth looker’
Arthur, now working, is employed as a ‘painter and decorator’
Arthur married Mary Ellen Blinkhorn at Stowell Memorial Church on 7th October 1915
Arthur enlisted with the 2nd /8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in 1915 initially formed as a home service
(“second line”) unit.
The 2nd /8th formed at Mossborough and then both moved to Southport as part of the 197 th Brigade of the 66th
Division.
During May 1915 the battalion moved to Crowborough and then Tunbridge Wells.
Then in March 1916 they moved to Hyderabad Barracks at Colchester
On 28th February 1917 they were mobilised for war and landed at Havre.
In April the battalion were in the Pas de Calais area and Alfred, with three of his mates where killed when a
shell fell on their trench.
The others were Private 305343 Duncan McKellar of Salford, Private 307369 F. Skelhorn of Altrincham and
Private 305870 G. Stewart of Trafford Park

Local newspaper
Sergeant A. Rutter
Sergeant Arthur Rutter, Lancashire Fusiliers, killed in action in France, was 24 years of age and joined the army two years ago,
prior to which he was employed as a decorator by Messers. Godbert, Regent Road, Salford.
His mother and father are well known residents in Salford and have been concerned with the Stowell Memorial Church, Salford,
for several years and he himself was an old choir lad there and always took a keen interest in the affairs of the church. His
wife, who resides in Hyde Street, Hulme and has received the following consolatory letter:‘Dear Mrs. Rutter,
It is with great regret that I have to inform you of the death of your husband, Sergeant A. Rutter who was killed this afternoon
about half past three. He went into his dug out after dinner to get some rest and was sleeping when a German shell fell on the
roof. He was killed instantly and suffered no pain whatever.
Sergeant Rutter was my platoon sergeant and his sudden death has been a great loss to me.
He was a most reliable and efficient soldier, and a man that could always be relied upon to “carry on” even in the most
unfavourable circumstances.
The men of the platoon have urged me to convey to you their very real sympathy in your heavy loss’
Yours sincerely
P.T. Mitten, 2nd Lieut
O.C. No. 18 platoon
Arthur is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Gorre, The Roll of Honour at Stowell Memorial Church and
Weaste Cemetery.
Plot F grave 1024 reads
Sergt. Arthur Rutter 2/8 Lancs. Fus.
Son of
Henry & Alice Ann Rutter
Killed in France April 10th 1917, aged 24 years
Peacefully Sleeping

Lance Corporal 32769 James Schofield 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
James (b.1890, Manchester) the eldest son of Joseph (b. 1864, Mossley) and Amelia (b. 1858, Manchester)
James Schofield married Amelia Turner at St. Thomas’s Church Ardwick on 4 th August 1888.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Chorley Place, Ardwick.
Joseph’s occupation was listed as being a ‘minder’ at a cotton mill
On the 1901 census the family were at Maud Street, Salford.
Joseph is now a ‘cotton spinner’
Amelia died during the first quarter of 1903 aged 44 years
On the 1911 census James is ‘boarding’ with John & Ellen Bowker of Amos Street Pendleton.
His occupation is recorded as being a ‘labourer’ in a coalmine.
I can not find Joseph on the 1911 census in Lancashire but suspect the ‘Joseph Schofield’ that died during the
fourth quarter of 1914, aged 50 years is him.
James married Emma Ashall at St. George’s Church in Gill Street, Salford on 1 st August 1914
Unsure when James enlisted with the 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment which was
stationed at Dover as part of the 12th Brigade of the 4th Division when war broke out. They moved to Cromer
and then Neasden, (Middlesex) and 23rd August 1914 they were mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne and
transferred to the 12th Brigade 36th Division which engaged in various actions on the Western Front including;
Loos, Albert, Pozieres, Le Transloy.
James’s battalion were involved in the capture of Roeux.
At midday on the 10th April 1917, the Battalion received orders to attack the town of Roeux.
The Regimental History records "There was, across the line of advance, a railway embankment, running from a bridge
over the river on the right, but leaving on its left an unobstructed view of a German strongpoint at the chemical works.
The plan was for one Company to advance, seize the railway bridge and afford cover for the other three to cross the
embankment. For this purpose "A" Company set out at 14:25 hours, followed by the others five minutes later.
The occupation of the bridge was accomplished, but not without loss.
Three platoons established themselves along the embankment to the north of the bridge and one to the south, where an enemy
machine gun prevented further advance......the other three companies moved up through Fampoux, but the moment they
emerged from the village they came under such heavy machine gun fire from the chemical works that they could go no further.
When a message was received at 14:40 hours to the effect that the cavalry would take over the advance, "A" and "D" companies
were instructed to hold their position while "B" and "C" were withdrawn." (By kind permission of George Coswell)
James was wounded during this attack and died of his wounds on 17 th April.
The War Diary of the 1st battalion King’s Own is very detailed but does not list any accounts of causalities.
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Aubigney and Weaste Cemetery.
Aubigny-en-Artois is a village approximately 6 miles north-west of Arras on the road to St. Pol.
Before March, 1916, Aubigny was in the area of the French Tenth Army, and 327 French soldiers were buried
in the Extension to the West of what is now Plot IV.
From March 1916 to the Armistice, Aubigny was held by Commonwealth troops and burials were made in the
Extension until September 1918. The 42nd Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) stationed here during the whole
period, the 30th CCS in 1916 and 1917, the 24th CCS and 1st Canadian CCS in 1917.
Plot M grave 777 reads
Lance. Cpl. James W. Schofield K.O.R.L.
Died of wounds received in France
April 17th 1917
Aged 27 years

Private 20348 Robert Shelton 1st Border Regiment
Robert (b.1896, Manchester) was a son of John (b.1861, Salford) and Mary (b.1861, Belfast)
John Patrick Shelton married Mary Ann Dillon on Christmas Eve 1882 at Stowell Memorial Church Salford.
In total they had eight children, seven boys and a girl.
Alfred (b.1884, Salford), John (b.1887, Manchester), Joseph (b.1889, Salford), Elijah (1891, Salford), Mary
Ann (b.1893, Bolton), Thomas (b.1898, Manchester) and William (b.1902, Manchester)
On the 1901 census the family were living at Thompson Street, Manchester.
John’s occupation is listed as being a ‘wood sawyer in a mill’
On the 1911 census the family are at Wilburn Street, Salford.
John is still employed as a ‘wood sawyer’ and Robert, now working, is recorded as being a ‘barber’s assistant’
Robert enlisted on 10th October 1915 into the 1st Border Regiment, which had returned from India in January
1915. The battalion was then shipped, from Avonmouth in March 1915 bounded for Gallipoli, first stopping at
Egypt and then at Mudros.
They landed at Cape Helles on 25th April 1915; Robert joined his battalion while it was at Gallipoli.
They started there fighting until the evacuation in January 1916.
They first went to Mudros and then on to Egypt.
In March they were sent to France, sailing to Marseilles and travelling by train to concentrate in the area east
of Pont Remy by the end of March.
In July they went into action in the battles of the Somme.
They fought throughout 1916 and by mid April 1917 they had been moved to the Arras sector.
On 19th July the 1st Borderers were relieved from front line duty by 2nd Hampshire Regiment and 6/7 Royal
Fusiliers.
They were lining up for action again at 02:30Hours on 23rd April near Monchy Le Preux village which as being
heavily shelled
War Diary 1st Border Regiment 24th April 1917

The entry shows that 22 men were killed in the attack, Robert was one of them

Local newspaper
Private R. Shelton
Private Robert Shelton, King’s Own Scottish Borderers killed in action in France on 23rd April was 21 years of age and had
served two years in the army. He had served in the Dardanelles prior to going to France.
In civil live he lived at West Fleet Street, Salford and was employed by Messrs. Grove & Whitnall, Regent Road, Salford.
Four other brothers are serving with the Forces
Robert is remembered at CWGC Memorial at Arras and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot P grave 438 reads
Pte. R. Shelton 1st Border Regt
Killed in action April 23rd 1917
Aged 21 years
On the Roll of Honour below Robert’s surname is misspelt as ‘Skelton’

Private 36364 Joseph Shelton is serving in 20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Private 303702 Thomas Shelton is serving with 20th battalion Manchester Regiment
Lance Corporal 17752 Alfred Shelton is serving with 1st garrison battalion Manchester Regiment

Private 27141 William Smith 2nd Border Regiment
William (b.1894, Salford) was the youngest son of Thomas (b.1853, Leicester) and Annie
(b.1858, Manchester).
Thomas Smith married Annie Snaith at St. Luke’s Church, Miles Platting on 21st October
1876.
In total they had ten children, sadly two died young.
On the 1881 census the family are living at Shah Street, Salford with daughters Annie
(b.1878, Pendleton) and Mary Eliza (b.1881, Salford). Thomas’s occupation is listed as
being a ‘joiner’
On the 1891 census they were still living at Shah Street and Thomas was still a ‘joiner’
Additions to the family were Rachael (b.1883, Salford), Thomas (b.1886, Salford), Walter (b. 1889, Salford)
and Jessie (b.1891, Salford)
By the 1901 census the family had moved to Hodge Lane, Pendleton, Thomas is still listed as being a ‘joiner’
Further additions to the family are Lillie (b.1896, Salford) plus William reported above.
On the 1911 census the family are found at Hanover Street, Salford.
Thomas is still employed as a ‘joiner’ and his son William, now working’ is recorded as being a self employed
‘plumber’.
William enlisted with the 2nd Border Regiment, probably in 1916.
The 2nd battalion Border Regiment was stationed at Pembroke Dock on 4th August 1914 and then moved to
Lyndhurst to join the 20th Brigade of the 7th Division.
On 6th October 1914 the battalion was mobilised for war and landed at Zeebrugge and engaged in various
actions on the Western Front including during 1914 the first battle of Ypres and the ‘Christmas Truce’
In 1915 they took part in the battles of Neuve Chapelle, Aubers, Festubert, the second action of Givenchy and
the battle of Loos.
In 1916 the 2nd Borderers took part in the battles at Albert, Bazentin as well as the attacks on High Wood,
Delville Wood, Guillemont, and the operations on the Ancre.
During 1917 they took part in the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, and the Arras offensive.
In May the 2nd Borders were in the Ervillers sector preparing for the attack at Bullecourt

War Diary: 2nd battalion Border Regiment 8th – 16th May 1917

From the above, 53 men were wounded on 8th and 9th May
William was probably one of them.
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Etaples and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot G grave 1134 reads
Pte. William Smith
2nd Border Reg.
The dearly beloved son of T.& A. Smith
& grandson of the above
Who died of wounds in France
May 14th 1917, aged 24 years
He fought and Died for one and all
Too dearly loved to be forgotten

Manchester Evening News 19th May 1917

Sapper 442323 Harry Staveley 429th Field Coy Royal Engineers
Harry’s father married Sarah Ann Fletcher in Salford during the fourth quarter of 1884 in Salford.
They had two children, Edith (b.1886, Pendleton) and Arthur H (b.1888, Pendleton).
Sadly Sarah died on 17th July 1889 aged 27 years
Edwin Staveley (b.1864, Swinton) married Mary Ann Yates (b.1862, Pendleton) in Salford during the third
quarter of 1890.
They had two children, Harry (b.1893, Pendleton) and Elsie (b.1897, Pendleton)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Leigh Street, Salford and Edwin’s occupation is listed as being a
‘foreman over wrappers’ in a cotton mill.
With Edwin and Mary were Edith (5) and Arthur H (3).
Edith died 30th June 1897 aged 11 years
On the 1901 census the family are living at South Street, Salford and Edwin’s occupation is listed as being a
‘section wrapper over-looker’ in a cotton mill.
With them are children, Arthur (13), Harry (8) and Elsie (4).
By the 1911 census the family have moved to Edmund Street, Pendleton and Edwin’s occupation is listed as
being ‘foreman section warper’ in cotton mill.
His sons were now both working, Arthur as an ‘assistant’ in a furniture shop and Harry as a ‘wood sawyer’ in
joiners works.
Harry enlisted on 26th October 1915 in the Corps of Royal Engineers as sapper 2818.
He was later re-numbered and was drafted to France on 2nd June 1916.
On 13th May 1917 Harry’s unit was in the Epehy sector working on digging out ‘footing’ for a petrol engine. A
high explosive shell exploded inside a ventalor of a cellar where many of the 3 rd section of the company were
billeted. Harry was one of these men.
11 were killed and Harry was one of those wounded and sent to hospital.
War Diary: 429th Field Coy Royal Engineers 11th – 13th May 1917

Harry’s wounds were treated at 1st / 2nd East Lancashire Field Ambulance but he died later in the day.

Local newspaper
Sapper H. Staveley
We regret to announce the death from wounds of Sapper Harry Staveley (442323) Royal Engineers which occurred on 13 th May
at the age of 23 years. The deceased soldier has been on active service about twelve months when he met his death, primarily
serving in Egypt and afterwards proceeding to France.
Before enlisting sap[per Staveley, who was educated in Pendleton, was employed by Messrs. Gerrard & Sons., contractors of
Swinton and much regret is felt by those amongst whom he worked.
He was a regular attender of the Broad Street Primitive Methodist Church and had passed through the Sunday School. The
bereaved family resides at Edmund Street, Seedley
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Peronne, Roll of Honour St. Thomas’s Church Salford, The
Trafford War dead web site and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot F grave 964 (tablet stone) reads
In loving memory of
Sapper
Harry Staveley R.E.
The beloved son of Edwin & Mary Ann Staveley
Died of wounds in France
May 13th 1917 aged 24 years.
Manchester Evening News 29th May 1917

Harry’s brother, Arthur married Fanny Smith in 1915 and enlisted in 1917.
He served as Private 35326 in the Army Ordinance Corps.
Arthur was sent to Mesopotamia, and stationed in the region of Basra.
He contracted Malaria and was treated at the Deolali War Hospital in India.
He then returned to Mesopotamia in November 1918, and remained there until October 1919 when Turkey
signed an armistice, ending the conflict in that region.
Nation Roll of Honour entry for Arthur

Private 352897 James Stock 2nd / 9th battalion Manchester Regiment
James (b.1898, Salford) was the eldest son of James Thomas (b.1875, Salford) and Elizabeth
(b.1878, Chorlton)
James Thomas Stock married Elizabeth Carter at St. Ann & St. Mary’s church Manchester in the
fourth quarter of 1896.
In total they had five children, others being William (b.1901, Salford), Albert (b.1904, Salford)
and Alfred (b.1910, Salford)
The other child, a daughter, Cissie died on 9th August 1899 aged 14 weeks.
On the 1901 census the family were living at Rumford Street, Salford.
The head of the household was James Thomas’s widowed father James (b.1840, Middleton)
James Thomas’s occupation was recorded as being a ‘grocer’s assistant’
On the 1911 census James Thomas and Elizabeth were at Lord Duncan Street, Salford.
James Thomas is still a ‘grocer’s assistant’
James first served as Private 4533 in the Lancashire Fusiliers and later transferred to the 2 nd / 9th battalion
Manchester Regiment was a territorial force which was formed in Ashton-under-Lyne during August 1914.
In November 1914 it joined the 198th Brigade of the 66th Division and remained in Lancashire until May 1915.
In March 1916 the battalion moved to Colchester and in February 1917 was mobilised for war.
It landed in France where the Division was involved in action on the western front.
James was in the machine gun section.
In May 1917 the battalion were near Gorre Chateau and the La Bassée Canal.
For much of the war, the chateau stood approximately four kilometres behind a section of the British front-line
that ran northward along the Aubers Ridge from Givenchy-lès-la-Bassée to Festubert.
From the end of the battle of Festubert in May 1915 until the spring of 1918, this was considered a relatively
‘quiet’ sector.
The village of Gorre was occasionally bombarded by German artillery during this period, but the chateau
remained intact and its rooms were used as an officer’s mess and headquarters for British units stationed in
the area.
The grounds of the chateau were also the site of several artillery emplacements, a rifle range and an
improvised parade ground and football pitch.
Throughout 1916 and 1917 British troops could be seen drilling in the fields next to the chateau or unloading
supplies from barges on the La Bassée Canal, which runs just south of the village.

War Diary: 2nd / 9th battalion Manchester Regiment 5th – 7th May 1917

There were no reported causalities for the period 5th - 7th May in the War Diary

Local newspaper
Private J. Stock
Private James Stock, Manchester Regiment, killed in France on 6th May was the son of Mr. &. Mrs. J.T. Stock of Lord Duncan
Street, Salford. He was 19 years of age and joined the army in February 1916 and has been on active service since February
last. Prior to joining the army he was employed at the British Westinghouse Works, Trafford Park.
He was a worshipper at the Hodge Lane Mission.
The following letter from Second Lieutenant Leather has been received by his parents.
‘It is with extreme regret that I have to inform you that your son, Private J. Stock Manchester Regiment has been killed this
morning by a German sniper. He lived ten minutes after he was hit but the greater of this he was quite unconscious.
Please accept the most sincere sympathy of his comrades and myself in your sad loss.
He was a good soldier and was always ready to do his duty. He leaves a blank we shall find very hard to fill.

Sergeant Smart of the same company of the deceased soldier wrote a consolatory letter to the bereaved parents of behalf of
Privates T. Sayle, T. Flynn, F. Sutcliffe, T. Creighton, G. Mc Greaves, P. Dickens, W’
W. L. Brown, it is as follows
‘You must excuse me writing but I feel my duty to let you know how your son James died.
He was hit by a sniper early in the morning in the stomach and you can rest assured that he suffered no pain as he only lived
about ten minutes after and he was unconscious when he died.
He was great around the Lewis Gun Team as he was willing and good worker.
He was my orderly and I never had to complain. No. 9 machine gun tem, of which your son was a member, wish to express their
deepest sympathy with you in your great loss and hope the Lord will give you strength to bear your loss. Your son died as only
a soldier can, for country.
Your son will get a decent burial in the British cemetery here’
Manchester Evening News 26th May 1917

James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Gorre, The Ashton Pals web site and Weaste Cemetery

Plot G grave 1930 reads
James Stock Man. Reg.
Their beloved son
Killed in action in France
May 6th 1917 aged 19 years

James headstone
at Gorre Cemetery

Photo:
Ashton Pals web site

Private 20506 Frank Stoney ‘A’ company 11th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
Frank (b. 1886, Manchester) was the fourth son of William (b.1854, Moorhouses Yorkshire)
and Jane (b.1856, Kirk Patrick I.O.M.)
William Stoney married Jane Kermode at St. John’s Church Broughton during the second
quarter of 1878. They had six children in total, besides Frank the other surviving children were
Edmund (b.1879), William (b.1881) both born in Manchester.
Three children died, Mabel who died on 7th March 1896 aged 4 years was born in Prestwich.
Maud who died 5th January 1904 was aged 6 years was born in Manchester.
Herbert who died 12th February 1905 aged 21 years was born in Manchester.
On the 1881 census the family were at Broughton Lane, Prestwich.
William’s occupation was listed as being a ‘coachman’. With them was their first son Edmund.
In 1891 they were still at the same address and William was still a ‘coachman’
There are now four sons, Edmund, William, Herbert and Frank.
On the 1901 census the family are still at Broughton Lane and William is still a ‘coachman’
Herbert and William now working are recoded as being ‘a joiner’ and a ‘coachman’ respectively.
Frank, now 15 is not working yet and their daughter Maud in now 4 years of age.
On the 1911 census Frank and his mother Jane are living at Duchess Street, Broughton.
Frank is employed as a ‘joiner’ in a building company.
Frank’s father William is to be found as a ‘patient’ at a hospital on Oxford Road, Chorlton on Medlock.
Sadly William died on 10th September 1911 aged 59 years.
When Frank enlisted on 20th August 1915 his occupation is recorded as being a ‘steam wagon steerer’ and he
lived at Wynsford Street, Salford.
He joined 11th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment which was raised at Lancaster in August 1915 as a
Bantam Battalion. They joined 120th Brigade, 40th Division.
On 10th 1916 February Frank was ‘punished’ with a three days pay fine and a five days confided to barracks
for overstaying a ‘pass’
The 11th battalion Kings Own was combined with the 12th battalion South Lancashire Regiment, another
bantam battalion, on 2nd March 1916. The 11th battalion proceeded to France, leaving Southampton for La
Harve on 3rdJune 1916 and concentrated near Lillers.
They went into the front line near Loos and were later in action in the battle of the Ancre on the Somme.
Frank was in the machine gun section which was in the Beaucamp sector in April 1917.
War Diary: 11th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment 20th – 24th April 1917

Frank was wounded during the action of 21st April, he died later in the day

Battalion Causality List for April 1917 (section showing F. Stoney)

Note to Frank’s mother listing his returned belongings

Local newspaper:
Private F. Stoney
Private Frank Stoney King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, machine gun section, killed in France was 31 years of age,
He enlisted 18 months age and had been on active service some twelve months.
In civil life he lived at Wynford Street, Eccles New Road and was employed by Messrs. Smith & Wright haulage contractors
Eccles. Another brother in serving in the Forces.
Frank is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Bray, and at Weaste Cemetery
Bray Cemetery was begun in April 1916 by fighting units and field ambulances.
In September 1916, the front line having been pushed further east, it was used by the XIV Corps Main
Dressing Station and in 1917, the 5th, 38th and 48th Casualty Clearing Stations came forward and used it
Frank would have been treated in ones of these clearing stations
Plot G grave 1930 reads
Frank, their fourth son
Who died in France from wounds
Received in action April 21st 1917 in his 32nd year
Duty nobly done

Private 3525 John Tinsley 2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment (Prince of Wales Volunteers)
John (b.1885, Salford) was a son of William (b.1858, Flixton) and Sarah (b.1857, Salford)
William Tinsley married Sarah Grant at St. Simons Church Salford in the second quarter of 1876.
They had a total of eight children, four of whom died.
On the 1881 census the family at living at Clegg Court Salford and William’s occupation is recorded as being a
‘velvet finisher’. With them are their daughters Alice (b.1878, Salford) and Mary Jane (b.1881, Salford).
By the 1891 census the family had moved to Corbett Street, Salford.
William now is working as a ‘cotton finisher’ and besides the two girls the family now has three boys, all born in
Salford, Robert (b.1885), William (b.1887) and John.
Also living with them is Sarah’s brother Robert Grant, a 32 year old general labourer.
The family is still living at Corbett Street on the 1901 census and William, now aged 43, is recorded as being a
‘retired cloth finisher’. Living with their parents are Mary Jane (21), Robert (16), John (12) and Cathleen who is
aged 1 year. They also have a boarder, Jane Wood (19) a ‘cotton doubler’
William died in the first quarter of 1903 aged 46 years.
John Tinsley married Mary Ann Royle at St. Philips Church Salford on 17 th June 1905.
On the 1911 census they are living at James Street Salford.
John’s occupation is reported as being ‘carter’ for a railway company.
They have a boy, John who was born in 1905.
They went on to have at least three other children, Sarah (b.1911), Christopher (b.1913) and William (b.1915)
John first enlisted in Bury as Private 4053 in the Lancashire Fusiliers but at some stage was transferred to the
2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment.
The 2nd battalion, South Lancashire Regiment was based at Tidworth with 7 th Brigade, 3rd Division when war
was declared in August 1914.
They proceeded to France with the BEF and landed at Le Havre on the 14th August 1914.
They saw action in the battle of Mons and the rearguard action at Solesmes, the battle of Le Cateau, the battle
of the Marne, the battle of the Aisne, at La Bassee, Messines and the first battle of Ypres.
They took part in the Winter Operations of 1914-15, the first attack on Bellewaarde and the actions at Hooge.
On 18th October 1915 they transferred with 7th Brigade to 25th Division and then on the 26th October they were
transferred to 75th Brigade, 25th Division.
They were in action in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
On the 21st June 1916 they transferred to 64th Brigade in 21st Division and were in action in the battles of the
Somme, including the battle of Morval in which the Division captured Geudecourt.
In 1917 they were in action during The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, the Arras offensive and the
third battles of Ypres
June 1917 Messines sector
Seven Lancashire battalions were involved in the carefully-prepared victory of Messines.
The battle opened early on the morning of 7th June when eighteen British mines were exploded beneath the
Messines Ridge and the attacking troops advanced up the slopes behind a creeping barrage.
On the first day of the offensive 19th Division made a successful attack north of Wytschaete in which the 7 th
battalions of the East Lancashires, South Lancashires and Loyal North Lancashires captured and held all their
objectives with few casualties. The plan went equally well further south along the ridge where 8th South
Lancashires plus the 8th and 9th Loyal North Lancashire’s, all in 25th Division, also took their objectives with
comparatively little loss.
The 2nd South Lancashire’s were in reserve during the capture of the ridge, but on 14th June the battalion
made a further advance to capture the Ferme de la Croix.

War diary: 2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment 15th – 17th June 1917

John was one of the five men killed in action during the ‘very hot day’ of June 15th
Cap badge

John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Ypres, Rolls of Honour at St. Philip’s with St. Stephen’s
Church Salford, Worrall’s Works and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot J grave 3096 reads
Pte. John Tinsley 2nd S.L.
The beloved husband of
Mart A. Tinsley
Killed in action in France
June 15h 1917
aged 31 years
.

John’s brother, Private 9432 Robert Tinsley
1st battalion Manchester Regiment was killed in action on
8th March 1916 in Mesopotamia and is buried at Basra Memorial
Cemetery

Private 202373 Walter Turton 1st / 4th Welsh Regiment
Walter (b.1882, Salford) was a son of Walter (b.1850, Rotherham) and Elizabeth (b.1849, Rusholme).
William Turton married Elizabeth Johnson on 1st May 1873 at Manchester Cathedral.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Harrison Street, Pendleton.
Walter’s occupation is listed as ‘beer house’
With their parents are children, all born in Pendleton, John (b.1874), Blanche (b.1875), Marrion (b.1877) and
George (b.1880)
On the 1891 census the family are at Bury Street, Pendleton.
Walter is now listed as a ‘beer seller’
Additional children, all born in Pendleton, since the last census are Walter (9), William (6), Elizabeth (5),
Thomas (3) and Henry (1)
By the 1901 census the family are at Broad Street, Pendleton and Walter is now recorded as being a ‘retired
beer seller’. There are no more children since the last census.
Living with them is Mary Turton (60) who is Walter’s sister
Young Walter married Mary Elizabeth Smith on 12th May 1910 at St. Luke’s Church Salford.
On the 1911 census they are living at Goulden Street Pendleton and Walter’s occupation is listed as being a
‘joiner’. With them is their daughter Enid who was baptised at St. Luke’s Church on 26 th March 1911
Another daughter, Ethel was baptised at St. Luke’s Church on 29 th September 1912.
Walter’s parents and seven of his siblings are living at Carlton Road Pendleton.
All the children are working but the parents have ‘no occupation’
Walter first enlisted as Private 34131 in the South Wales Borderers.
He was later transferred to the 1st /4th battalion Welsh Regiment.
1st / 4th & 1st / 5th battalions were Territorial Forces
On 4th August 1914 the 1st / 4th were stationed at Carmarthen and the 1st / 5th stationed at Pontypridd, both as
part of the South Wales Brigade and then moved to Tunbridge Wells.
During February 1915, the 1st /4th they moved to Scotland as part of the Forth & Tay Defences.
Then on 17th April 1915 they moved to Bedford and transferred to the 159 th Brigade of the 53rd Division.
19th July 1915 they embarked for Gallipoli from Devonport, Plymouth via Mudros.
On 9th August 1915 they landed at Suvla Bay and engaged in various actions against the Turkish Army.
On October 10th 1915 they amalgamated with the 1st / 5th battalion to form the 4th Welsh Composite battalion.
The battalion was evacuated, from Gallipoli on 11th December 1915, to Egypt due to severe casualties from
combat, disease and harsh weather.
The Division was reduced to just 162 officers and 2428 men (15% of full strength).
On 10th February 1916 the 1st / 4th battalion was granted its former identity.
The Division was put to work guarding the Suez Canal and the sweet water canal, and fighting against bands
of Arabs, who were loyal to the Turks.
On 26th March 1917 the 1st /4th Welsh took part in the first battle of Gaza, and suffered a heavy number of
casualties. The attack was judged by the British as a success, and by the Turks as a failure.
The Welsh Division had suffered the bulk of the casualties. The 1 st /4th alone had lost 2 officers and 42 other
ranks killed, 11 officers and 167 other ranks wounded.
On 17th April 1917 the 1st /4th battalion took part in the second battle of Gaza, but playing a less important role
than it did in the first, due to the weakness in numbers of the Welsh Division.
Nonetheless they secured most of their allotted objectives.

The battle enabled the Allies to secure a good position which would enable them to launch another offensive.
The 1st / 4th lost three officers and 11 men killed, two officers and 30 men wounded.
Walter is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Gaza, Roll of Honour Salford Education, West Wales War
Memorial Project, St. Thomas’s Church and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot H grave 3581 reads
Walter, their beloved son
Killed in action in Palestine
May 24th 1917, aged 36 years

St Thomas’s Church Roll of Honour (Photo: Swarm)

Manchester Evening News 31st May 1917.

Second Lieutenant James Edward Walker 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
James was 25th November 1893 in Salford and was the eldest son of Edward (b.1869, Manchester) and
Elizabeth (b .1869, Salford)
Edward Walker married Elizabeth Ann Croft at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 6th February 1890.
In total they had eight children, sadly two died.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Market Street, Ramsbottom.
Edward’s occupation was listed as being a ‘brewer’s labourer’.
With them are their children, all born inn Salford, James, Albert (b.1896), Harold (b.1898) and Edith (b.1900)
On the 1911 census the family are living at Middlewood Street, Salford.
Edward in now reported as being a ‘general labourer’
James is working as a ‘railway’ clerk and Albert as a ‘cart boy’.
Besides the four children on the 1901 census, new additions to the family are William (b.1903) and Frank
(b.1908) both being born in Salford.
James worked as a ’messenger’ for Mrs. Clark, a hardware dealer, of Oldfield Road,
He enlisted into the Manchester Regiment, as Private 2273, on 25 th March 1912.
He went to the ‘army school’ and on 17th April passed the 3rd class certificate of education.
On 31st May 1912 he passed the 2nd class certificate of education.
On 29th June 1912 he was drafted into the 2nd battalion.
On 28th June 1913 he was ‘confined to barracks’ for seven days for the offence of ‘irregular conduction with in
the dining room’
On his army employment sheet there are two entries.
The first on 2nd December 1913, Fire Brigade says that James was ‘sober, smart, clean, good worker, and a
good boxer’
The second entry on 26th June 1914, his captain says ‘ditto, is doing well as a N.C.O’
On 11th February 1914 he was promoted to acting Lance Corporal and then to full Lance Corporal on 30th
November 1914.
On 4th August the 2nd battalion were based at Curragh in Ireland when they received orders to mobilise for
active service. As part of the 14th brigade, 5th division they left Ireland on the 13th August.
They were involved in the action around Rouen and Amiens
James was promoted to full Lance Corporal on 30th November 1914.
On 13th December 1914, James received a gunshot wound but was soon fit enough to return to duty.
The 2nd Manchesters were moved to the 32nd division on 30th December 1915.
For full details of the actions of the 2nd battalion please go to www.themanchesters.org
On 9th April 1915 he was appointed to acting Corporal and on 10th June appointed acting Sergeant.
The 2nd battalion was moved to the Mediterranean Operational area on 14th September 1915.
On 24th March 1916 he was appointed acting QMS while CQMS Eaton was unfit to carry on.
On 8th April CQMS Eaton returned to duty and James was made a permanent Sergeant.
The 2nd Manchesters were shipped back to France on 9th July 1916.
On 23rd January 1917, James was sent to the Army Cadet School.
On 9th April he was granted a permanent Commission and posted to the King’s Own Royal Lancaster
Regiment where he was with the 1st battalion.

The 1st Kings Own left Halloy on the 6th January 1917 after receiving sizeable drafts from England, marching to
Beauval, then by omnibus to Bertrancourt, where it remained until February 1917
On 25th February the 1st battalion took over trenches from the French near Fresnoy, occupying dug-outs at
Bouchoir or billets at Beauvois. On 1st April the battalion moved to Chateau Pomery, were ordered to take
Savy Wood. The brigade moved at midnight and approached the wood from the west.
The attack commenced at dawn and was successful with the battalion taking its objective of Francilly-Selency
and reaching the outskirts of San Quentin, the battalion also captured a battery of 77mm field guns.
Pte Overton was recommended for the VC.
2 officers and 10 ORs KIA, 7 officers and 52 ORs wounded.
14th April the battalion was in support of a French attack on San Quentin and lost 30 men
Although attacks in late April had seen little gain, with the French Army facing defeat in the south the Allies
were pressured to ‘keep the Arras front going’.
On 3rd May a further major attack was staged east from Monchy along the River Scarpe valley.
Other than the Canadian Division capture of Fresnoy little was gained and the attack was called off the
following day after incurring heavy casualties.
4th division in XVII Corps, third army were east of Fampoux, attacking towards Roeux.
10th Infantry Brigade and 11th Infantry Brigade attacking on 3rd May, some progress was made towards Roeux
and the Chemical Works north of the village, but held up with heavy losses to the attacking battalions.
The battalions of the 1st Somerset Light Infantry and 2nd Seaforth Highlanders suffered heavy causalities.
12th Infantry Brigade attempting to renew the attack during the evening, 2 nd Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding
Regiment) and 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers were halted by the same strong resistance.
4th Division finally captured Roeux village and Chemical Works in an attack by 10th Infantry Brigade and 11th
Infantry Brigade during the evening of 10th May.
War Diary: 12th Brigade describing the lay out of the ground

War Diary: 12th Brigade describing what happened

War Diary: 12th Brigade May 1917.

Causality List

James was reported missing presumed dead during the action of May 3 rd
James is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras, The Roll of Honour at Salford Central Mission and
Weaste Cemetery.
Plot H grave 1298 reads
In Loving Memory of
J.E. Walker 2nd Lt. R.K.O.
Killed in France May 3rd 1917,
James’s brother, Private 3150 Harold Walker 2nd / 7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was killed in action in
France on 16th August 1916, aged 18 years.
James’s brother Private 6442 Albert Walker is serving in ‘A’ company 16 th battalion Manchester Regiment

Private 6941 Alfred Warren 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
Alfred (b.1891, Manchester) was a son of Peter (b.1847, Leigh) and Mary (b.1851
Manchester)
Peter Warren married Mary French at Manchester Cathedral on 23rd December 1866.
On the 1871 census they are living at Ordsall Lane, Salford.
They have two sons, both born in Manchester, Thomas (b.1867) and Daniel (b.1870).
Living with them are two boarders James Taylor and Thomas Davies.
On the 1881 census the family are living at Hunt Street, Manchester.
Peter’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘canal boatman’.
The ages of their children are Thomas (14), Peter (10), Martha (7), Mary (3), Charles (<1 year).
Living with them is widower Peter Warren (64), who also is a ‘canal boatman’ and father of Peter.
Also at the address is a boarder, William Canning (30), a ‘general porter’
On the 1891 census the family are now at Bank Street, Hulme.
Peter is still employed as a ‘boatman on the canal’.
Children now in the family are Martha (17), Mary (14), Charles (10), James ((8), Emily (6), Florence (3) and
Alfred (<1).
Also recorded at the house is lodger, Annie Smith (40) a ‘post office assistant’
They were still at the same address in Bank Street on the 1901 census.
Peter is still employed as a ‘boatman’
Their children with them are Charles (22), Elizabeth (20), Emily (15), Florrie (12) and Alfred (10)
On the 1911 census the family are now at Welcomb Street, Hulme.
Peter is now recorded as being a ‘general labourer’
Alfred, now working is employed as a ‘warehouseman’ in the linen trade.
Also with them is Florence, now married to James Holt (28) a ‘motorman on the tramsways’
Boarders living at the address are Thomas Taylor (28) a general labourer and Samuel Jones (45) a
‘warehouse porter’. Ernest Sands (5) is recorded as being a ‘visitor’
Alfred later worked at Swift’s Beef Co. Ltd., in Manchester which was an abattoir.
Alfred enlisted with 1st battalion Manchester Regiment.
His medal entitlement shows he enlisted during 1916.
The 12th battalion, Manchester Regiment was raised at Ashton-under-Lyne in September 1914 and joined 52nd
Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division.
After initial training close to home at Heaton Park, they moved to Wimborne in January 1915 and then in May
1915 the battalion moved to Hursley Park, Winchester for final training.
The division had been selected for Home Defence duties, but this was reversed and they proceeded to
France, landing at Boulogne on the 17th July 1915, the division concentrating near St Omer.
They moved into the Southern Ypres salient for trench familiarisation and then took over the front lines in that
area.
In the spring of 1916 they were in action at the Bluff, south east of Ypres on the Comines canal then moved
south to the Somme seeing action during the battle of Albert in which the Division captured Fricourt and the
battle of Delville Wood.
On a lighter note, when back in reserve many battalions played organised football matches.
Teams from battalions within the 52nd Brigade included 9th battalion the Duke of Wellington's; 12th battalion
Manchester Regiment; 52nd Machine Gun Company and 52nd Trench Mortar Battery.
This may indicate the 12th Manchesters and the 52nd Trench Mortar Battery were closely connected.
In 1917 they moved to Arras and saw action in he first and second battles of the Scarpe and the capture of
Roeux

Alfred died of wounds on 11th May but I can not find where or when he was wounded.
He was attached to the 52nd Trench Mortar Battery, which was formed on 15th June 1916, when he was
wounded.
Alfred is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Aubigny and Weaste Cemetery.
Before March, 1916, Aubigny was in the area of the French Tenth Army, and 327 French soldiers were buried
in the extension to the west of what is now Plot IV.
From March 1916 to the Armistice, Aubigny was held by Commonwealth troops and burials were made in the
Extension until September 1918.
The men who died at the 42nd Casualty Clearing Station were buried in it during the whole period, the 30 th in
1916 and 1917, the 24th and 1st Canadian in 1917.
Plot G grave 1107 reads
Lance Cp. Alfred Warren
Their beloved son
Died of wounds received in
France May 11th 1917
Aged 26 years
Nameless his grave on the battlefield
Glory, only a cross o’er mound of brown
Earth, died in the pride of his youth and
His glory, far from his home and the
Land of his birth
Manchester Evening News 18th May 1917

Manchester Evening News 17 th May 1917

Private 306015 Samuel Washington 2nd / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Samuel (b.1886, Salford) was a son of John (b.1843, Salford) and Matilda (b. 1853, Patricroft)
John Washington married Matilda Jackson during the fourth quarter of 1870 at St. Simon’s Church Salford.
In total they had thirteen children, seven of whom died young.
On the 1871 census John and Matilda are living at 25 Hope Street. John is recorded as being a ‘labourer’
On the 1881 census they have moved to 17 Hope Street, Salford.
John’s employment is recorded as being a ‘foundry labourer’ at an iron manufactures.
With them are children, John Edward (b.1874, Salford) and Margaret (b. 1880, Salford).
They had a lodger, Tom Reynolds a 40 years old ‘foundry labourer’ working at an iron manufactures
On the 1891 census they have moved again, this time to West Gore Street Salford.
John is reported as being a ‘labourer’
With them are children, John Edward, Samuel (b.1886, Salford), Matilda (b.1888, Salford) and Charlotte (b.
1891, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family had moved back to Hope Street, this time living at number 19.
John is recorded as being a ‘general labourer’
With them are children, Samuel, Matilda, Charlotte, Sarah Ann (b.1894, Salford) and Mary Alice (b. 1897,
Salford). Samuel, now working, is employed as a ‘general labourer’
John died on 15th July 1908 aged 63 years.
Samuel Washington married Sarah Ann O’Neil on 14th September 1907 at St. John’s Church Manchester.

On the 1911 census Samuel’s family are living at Vernon Street, Salford.
Samuel’s occupation is recorded as ‘boatman’
Samuel and Sarah Ann have two children, all born in Salford, Samuel (b.1909) and Eliza (b. 1910)
Later they have three other children, all born in Salford, May (b.1911), George (b. 1915) and William (b.1917)
Samuel enlisted in the 2/8 Lancashire Fusiliers, probably in 1916.
The 2nd / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was a Territorial Force
The 2nd / 8th formed at Mossborough and then both moved to Southport as part of the 197 th Brigade of the 66th
Division.
During May 1915 Moved to Crowborough and then Tunbridge Wells.
In March 1916 Moved to Hyderabad Barracks at Colchester
ON the last day of February 1917 they were mobilised for war and landed at Havre and the Division engaged
in various action on the Western front.
In April 1917 Samuel’s battalion were in the Gorre section of the western front

War Diary: 2nd / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 1st – 23rd April 1917

CWGC says Samuel was killed in action on 16th May but War Diary has ‘nothing to report’
Samuel is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Bethune Town and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot G grave 202 reads
Samuel, their beloved son
Who was killed in action
April 16th 1917
Aged 31 years

Sadly Samuel’s sister, Sarah Ann died in an accident
on 20th April 1918 aged 24 years

Private 4413 Frederick Arthur West 24th Army Veterinary Corps
Frederick (b. 1887, Sudbury, Derbyshire) was the eldest son of Joseph (b. 1859, Somersal, Derbyshire) and
Louisa (b. 1863, Goadby Marwood, Leicester)
Joseph West married Louisa Ward during the second quarter of 1885 in Uttoxeter.
They had seven children in total, one of whom died.
On the 1891 census the family are living at Hill Someral, Sudbury.
Joseph is employed as a ‘farm labourer’
On this census the family have two children, Frederick and Harrietta (b.1891)
On the 1901 census the family are at the same address and Joseph is now listed as an ‘agricultural labour’.
They have four further children, Charles (b.1893), Percy (b.1897), and the twins Joseph and Harold (b.1900)
Frederick is to be found at the Post Office, Somersal Herbert and is listed as being a ‘farm servant’ to the
widowed post mistress, Sarah Pakeman
Frederick Arthur West married Florence Ann Gregson during the fourth quarter of 1908 in Uttoxeter.
On the 1911 census they are to be found at Barway Cottage, Rocester (Staffordshire)
He is recorded as being a ‘farm labourer’
They had a son, Fredrick Charles who was born during the second quarter of 1911, the birth being registered
in Uttoxeter.
During 1916 Frederick enlisted, in Lichfield, with the 24th Army Veterinary Corps
The creation of the Army Veterinary School at Aldershot in 1880 was a major step forward.
The establishment of this School had an immeasurable impact on the care and management of military
horses.
The AVC was well tested in the Great War, there were 2.5 million admissions mainly on the Western Front and
80% of injured animals were treated and returned to duty.
The Quartermaster General stated
"The Corps by its initiative and scientific methods has placed military veterinary organisation on a higher plane. The high
standard which it has maintained at home and throughout all theatres has resulted in a reduction of animal wastage, an
increased mobility of mounted units and a mitigation of animal suffering unapproached in any previous military operations’.
By 1917 the British forces were employing over one million horses and mules, nearly half of which were in
France. The AVC treated some two and a half million animals during the years of war, of which two million
were returned to duty. Such a recovery rate was something very new in the history of the British Army, which
in previous wars had expected to lose the majority of its animal casualties.
Sick and wounded animals were collected and sorted into surgical, medical or contagious.
Those requiring lengthy treatment were passed to a veterinary evacuating station at rail-head or river-head,
from which the severe cases went to appropriate hospitals on the lines of communication and at base.
Recovered animals were sent to remount depots for reissue (run by Army Service Corps)
Frederick was in Mesopotamia with the 24th AVC when he died in Baora on 13th June 1917.
He was buried in Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq
His younger brother Private 2416696 Percy J West 2nd / 6th battalion Notts & Derby Regiment was killed in
action on 27th April 1917 and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial
Frederick is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Baghdad, The St. Peter’s Church Memorial (Somersal
Herbert) and Weaste Cemetery, Salford.

Both brothers remembered on the St. Peters Church (Somersal Herbert) Memorial

Frederick is also remembered on his wife’s headstone at Weaste.
Florence West married Arthur Cope during the second quarter of 1922 in Bury
Plot A11 grave 3243 reads
Frederick Arthur West
Father of the above
Who died in Bagdad June 13th 1917
Aged 30 years.

E-mail Library@ravs.org.uk.

Private 13510 Thomas Whittaker Lancashire Fusiliers
Thomas (b.1878, Salford) married Mary Sheridan (b. 1879, Salford) during the second quarter of 1898.
On the 1901 census they were living at Ashantee Street, Pendleton and his occupation was recorded as being
a ‘general labourer’. They had a child, Margaret (b.1899, Salford)
Thomas enlisted with the 9th battalion on 31st December 1914.
9th battalion was formed in Bury on 31st August 1914 and then moved to Belton Park, Grantham to join the 34th
Brigade of the 11th (Northern) Division.
During April 1915 the battalion moved to Witley, Godalming in Surrey
The battalion were mobilised for war in July 1915 and embarked for Egypt from Devonport.
They arrived in Alexandria on 17th July 1915 and then moved to Imbros.
On 6th August 1915 the battalion landed at Sulva Bay, Gallipoli and the Division engaged in various actions
including the battle of Scimitar Hill and attack on Hill 60.
On 27th November 1915, the Fusiliers were in reserve positions at Suvla Bay, in the north of the Gallipoli
peninsula.
War Diary: 9th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 1st October 1915 – 27-29th November 1915

Note: 27th - 29th: the word ‘snow’ crossed out and replaced with the word ‘rain’
On 29th November Thomas one of the 69 evacuated ill.
He was suffering from frost bite.

Thomas’s medical card

Sadly Thomas had three toes on his left foot and all the toes on his right foot amputated.
All the Allied troops were evacuated to Mudros due to the severe casualties from combat, disease and harsh
weather. The 9th Lancashires were evacuated on 18th December 1915.
Thomas was discharged from the army on 18th May under King's Regulation Sickness Para 392 xvi,
‘being no longer physically fit for service’
Thomas was given Silver badge 4487 on 12th October 1916 and he died at home on 14th April 1917.
Thomas is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot A11 grave 2370 (Memorial Screen Wall) reads
Thomas Whittaker who died 19th April 1917,
Aged 39 years

Lieutenant Joseph Cyril Willett 9th platoon ‘C’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Joseph Cyril (b.21st November 1893, Salford) was the youngest son of Joseph (b.1863,
Salford) and Florence (b.1867, Salford) Joseph Cyril was better known as ‘Cyril’
Joseph Willett married Florence Beatrice Green during the second quarter of 1888 in Salford.
They had one other child, son Rudolph Stuart (b. 1891, Salford)
Joseph later became a councillor and magistrate in Salford
On the 1891 census the Joseph and Florence are living at Great Clowes Street, Broughton.
Joseph’s occupation is listed as being an ‘invoice clerk’ with them is son Rudolph Stuart.
They were at the same address on the 1901 census and Joseph’s occupation is now recorded as being a
‘manufacturer of cotton goods’
Along with Joseph, Florence and the two sons is Alice Wedge (23) who is a ‘general domestic servant’
They were at the same address on the 1911 census and Joseph’s occupation is now recorded as being a
‘grey cloth merchant’. Both sons are now working, Rudolph as a ‘clerk’ in a grey cloth works and Cyril as an
‘insurance clerk’. Along with Joseph, Florence and the two sons is Minnie Miles (23) who is a ‘general
domestic servant’
Cyril enlisted on September 12th 1914, in the Public Schools Battalion (20th battalion Royal Fusiliers).
Cyril was granted a Commission as a Second Lieutenant in 9th platoon ‘C’ company 19th battalion Lancashire
Fusiliers may 1915 and was posted to France 21st November 1915.
He got a gun shot wound in the neck and arm on 22nd June 1916. He was treated at No. 2 Red Cross Hospital
in Rouen before he was invalided to hospital in England.
After a period of convalescence and training he was promoted to Lieutenant and attached to 152nd Machine
Gun company and went with them to France on 1st May.
He was killed in action on 15th May 1917.
Local newspaper: Second Lieutenant J. Cyril Willett.
It is with regret that we have to announce the dearth in action of Second Lieutenant J. Cyril Willett, younger son of Coun.
Joseph Willett J.P. & Mrs. Willett of Cambria, Gt. Clowes Street, Higher Broughton. Lieutenant Willetts death, which took place on
May 15th, was made known to his parents by a telegram from the Secretary of State for War, received on Monday morning in
which he expressed his sympathy. The news came as a great shock to his family and their many friends. It is only three weeks
since he went to France. Cyril, as many of his friends knew him, was educated at Vernon House School and the Salford Royal
Technical Institute. On leaving school he joined his father in the Manchester business and was so employed when he enlisted on
September 12th 1914, in the Public Schools Battalion. He was amongst the first three hundred to leave Manchester for Epsom to
undergo a course of training.
Om May 12th 1915 he secured a commission in the 19th Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford).
After training at Penmaenmawr, Catterick Bridge and Salisbury, he went to France on November 21st 1915.
On June 22nd 1916, he was wounded in the neck and was at Whitworth Street Hospital for a time.
Rejoining the active service he was on duty at Rhyl, Whitchurch, Grantham and Mansfield.
He took up a course of instruction with the machine gun and joined that section of the Army, going to France with his company
on the first inst, Mr. and Mrs. Willett have received numerous evidence of the highest regard in which their son was held, and
they feel grateful for them and for sympathy shown by all sections of the people. Cyril’s elder brother is in the army in England.
At a meeting of the Gas Committee on Thursday night Alderman Phillips, (Chairman) moved and Councillor P. Hampson
seconded a resolution of sympathy with Mr. and Mrs. Willett in their sad loss.
At the monthly meeting on Monday Sir Wm. Stephens (chairman) in moving a vote of condolence with Councillor Willett and his
family, said he had just heard from Mrs. Costley and now from the Mayor, that Councillor Willett’s son was shot dead in France
on the previous Friday. He wanted him to feel that his colleagues remembered him in his great trouble.
Canon Scott seconded and the resolution was carried, the members rising in their places.
A similar resolution was passed on Monday night at the Electricity Committee meeting on the proposition of Councillor
Billingham (Chairman)

His Commanding Officer wrote ‘He had only been with us a very short time, but during this short time I had learnt to value
his services very highly, and we all miss him much in the mess, as he was liked by all’
A brother Officer said: ‘he was a splendid companion and friend and had that priceless gift of always being able to keep us
laughing and in good spirits when we needed cheering’.

Cyril is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Roeux (France), The Rolls of Honour Old Salfordians, Salford
Grammar School, St. John’s Church, Broughton and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A3 grave 1723 reads
In loving Memory of
Joseph Cyril Willett
Ltn. 19th Lancashire Fusiliers
Attced 152nd Company Machine Guns
Killed in France May 15th 1917
In his 23rd year
Buried in Rouex Wood near Arras
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Roll of Honour Old Salfordians

His brother Private 292512 Rudolph Stuart Willett Cheshire Regiment survived the war.
Manchester Evening News 22nd May 1917

Private 39963 Howell Williams 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Howell (b.1889, Salford) was the eldest child of John (b. 1854, Britton Ferry, Glamorgan) and Mary (b. 1860,
Manchester).
John Williams, who was a widower, married Mary Appleby on 20th December 1884 at St. Philips’s Church
Salford. He was recorded as being a 30 year old ‘railway porter’ and his father was Howell Williams a coal
miner.
John and Mary had four children in total, as well as Howell there was daughter Rachael (b. 1895, Salford).
The two other daughters both died on the same day, 9th March 1891, Mary was aged 4 months and Louisa
was aged 4 years and 11 months.
Sadly John died on 28th February 1895 aged 41 years.
On the 1901 census the family lived at South Hall Street, Salford.
Mary is employed as a ‘cotton winder’ and Howell as a 12 year old ‘office boy’.
Also with the family is Mary’s aunt Ann Appleby, a 41 year old ‘char woman’
On the 1911 census they are at the same address and Howell’s occupation is now recorded as being a
‘warehouse clerk’. Rachael, now working, is employed as a ‘calico weaver’.
Living with them is 51 years old ‘charwoman’ Ann Appleby, but is now recorded as being Mary’s sister.
Also recorded is Mary Jane Appleby, a 32 year old ‘’cloth cap machinist;’ who is Mary’s niece.
Howell Williams married Emily Mc Craken during the first quarter of 1917 at Bridgewater Hall, Queen Street,
Hulme.
Howell probably enlisted in 1916 and after training was drafted to the 17 th battalion Manchester.
The 17th battalion left St Amand at Noon on the 18th April 1917, arriving at the Hindenburg system of trenches
near Neuville-Vitasse at 4.00am on the 19th April.
The following day the 17th Manchesters relieved a battalion of the London Regiment in the hurriedly dug
trenches in front of the Villages of Heninel, and facing Cherisy.
The continuance of the Arras offensive was due to start on the 23rd and prior to this the battalion suffered
heavy casualties caused by heavy shelling.
At 04:45 hours on the April 23rd, the 17th Manchesters moved forward ready for the assault.
The men spent the next few hours digging themselves in, but at 09:00 hours the Germans launched a counter
attack of great violence which was repulsed with great gallantry and the position maintained.
At 14:00 hours a further attack was launched and the 17th Manchesters suffered many casualties.
At Midnight, the 17th Manchesters was relieved, having paid a heavy price.
Out of 650 men who went into the assault, 360 Men were killed, wounded of reported missing.
Regimental Sergeant Major Coates performed excellent work during the assault, repeatedly bringing in
wounded men under shell fire, organising the defence of the front line trench and finding cover, in a shell hole
for the mortally wounded Lieutenant Potts.
The remnants of the 17th Manchesters marched back to the Hindenburg line near Neuville-Vitasse, remaining
there until April 27th when a move to Billets at Hericourt took place.
Howell was reported wounded and missing during this attack.
He mother was still asking for any news of him in December 1918…..see press cutting below

War Diary: 17th battalion Manchester Regiment 18th – 30th April 1917

The war diary gets little details, but shows the high number of causalities and missing.
Howell was reported wounded and missing during this attack.
Manchester Evening News
14th / 17th June 1917.

He mother was still asking for any news of him in December 1918
Manchester Evening News 13th December 1918

Howell is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 34 grave 1723 reads
Their son, Pte. Howell Williams
Missing April 23rd 1917 at Arras
Aged 29 years

Corporal 10701 George Willis 1st battalion Kings Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
George (b.1895, Northwich) was a son of George (b.1858, Northwich) and Hannah (b.1861 Northwich)
There is a marriage recorded at St. Stephen’s Church Salford on 1st January 1882 for ‘George Willis’ a 24
year old ‘clogger’ and bachelor of 31, Brunswick Street to Annie Ratcliffe a 21 years old servant and spinster,
of 146, Corporation Street. The groom's father is recorded as ‘Thomas Willis’, a salt maker and the bride's
father is Joseph Ratcliffe, a ‘labourer’
The details fit George and his father but I can not find any recorded of a ‘Hannah’ who marring a ‘George
Willis’ between 1882 and 1891 in Lancashire or Cheshire.
On the 1891 census George and Hannah are living at Crown Street, Pendleton.
George’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘clogger’. With them are sons Thomas (b.1887, Pendleton) and
Walter (b.1890, Pendleton)
On the 1901 census they are living at Witton Bank Cottages in Northwich.
George’s occupation is now recorded as being an ‘alkali’ labourer. There is another child with them, Florence
(b.1897, Northwich) along with George (b.1895)
On the 1911 census the family are at Buxton Street, Pendleton, George has returned to his previous trade of
‘clogger’. All their four children are working, Thomas as a postman, Walter and George as butchers.
Florence is employed as a ‘cotton weaver’. George and Hannah had four other children who died young.
George enlisted in Lancaster, shortly after the outbreak of war, with the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
who left England for France on 23rd August 1914.
Unsure when George joined the King’s Own in France (see newspaper report below)
However he was involved in the sixth and final attack on Roeux which began on 11th May, and once again the
4th Division were charged with the task, despite being heavily under strength.
However, the Corps Commander placed 152nd Brigade of the 51st (Highland) Division at the division's disposal
if required. The attack was preceded by the heaviest bombardment seen since the start of the battle and the
infantry moved off at 19:30 hours.
This time the troops were ordered to avoid the Chemical Works but to attack area around the railway station
and the land to the north, while other units attacked the village itself.
By early the following morning (12th May), all the objectives to the north of the railway were taken, and the
western half of the village had been occupied.
During the day efforts were made to consolidate the ground and that night the Germans evacuated the eastern
half of Roeux and the Chemical Works (was actually a sugar works), which allowed the line to moved forward
(on 13th May) to the eastern half of the village.
Local newspaper
Corporal G. Willis
Corporal George Willis, King’s Own Lancaster Regiment, Lewis gun section, was killed in action in France on 12 th May 1917.
He was 22 years of age and had been in France almost three years. He was formerly a butcher employed by the River Plate
Meat Company. His parents of Buxton Street, Pendleton have received the following letter from Corporal Robinson, one of his
chums.
‘In writing to you these few words I hardly know how to break this dreadful news to you.
I am sorry to say that your son, George, has met his death in action by being hit with two bullets from a German machine gun.
He passed quietly away shortly after being hit, and I assure you that he died a quite peacefully, a brave soldier’s death. I and
George have been chums for a matter of two years, both serving in the Lewis gun section and I must say I have always found
him a brave soldier.
I am sure that being the same he must have been a good son to you. I know you would like his cap badge that was in his
possession at the time of his death. I now forward to you on behalf of the Lewis gun section our deepest sympathy.
Hoping you will bear this sad news as nobly as your son died.’

George was killed in the action of 12th May 1917 and is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Arras and at
Weaste Cemetery.
The Arras Memorial is in the Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, which is in the Boulevard du General de Gaulle in
the western part of the town of Arras. The cemetery is near the Citadel, just over a mile due west of the railway
station. The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916 and the system of
tunnels upon which the town is built were used and developed in preparation for the major offensive planned
for April 1917.
The Commonwealth section of the Faubourg D'amiens Cemetery was begun in March 1916, behind the
French military cemetery established earlier. The Cemetery continued to be used by field ambulances and
fighting.

Plot F grave 2569 reads
Their beloved son
Cpl. George Willis K.O.L.
Killed in France
May 12th 1917
Aged 22 years

Bombardier 681422 Herbert William Wilson ‘B’ battery 286th Royal Field Artillery
Herbert (b. 1898, Malta) was the eldest son of William (b.1869, Birkenhead) and Eleanor (b.1878, Weedon,
Northampton).
Herbert was better known as ‘Willie’
Sergeant William Wilson Royal Welsh Fusiliers married Eleanor Rose Alderson at St. Bartholomew’s Church
Salford on 6th April 1896. At the time William was at the Regent Road Barracks.
They had one other child, Albert Edward (b.1902, Carnarvon)
On the 1901 census the couple are living at Llanberis Road Barracks Carnarvon.(Royal Welsh Fusiliers)
William is listed as being an infantry ‘sergeant’……..oddly his wife’s name is listed as ‘Florence’
All other details fit.
On the 1911 census they are at Moss Lane Hale.
William is listed as an army pensioner employed as a ‘wire storekeeper’ and the two boys are still at school.
Willie enlisted in Liverpool in 1915 (probably in May)
After local training his battery did some further training at Deepcut Barracks in Aldershot
After being on ‘home duties’ they went to France with the 57th Division on 10th February 1917, landing at La
Harve and billeting near Armentieres
Near the end of June 1917 they were in the Croix du Bac section of the Western Front.
War Diary: 57th Division ~ includes the 286th Royal Field Artillery June 29th – 30th 1917

Although is does not mention causalities, it does note ‘usual hostile artillery was concentrated on Armentieres’
The 286th batteries were use just behind this area.
Orders for the ‘raid’ on June 29th.

This shows the ‘guns’ of the 286th battery were to be used.

Tables for the rates of fire during this raid.

Willie’s family had returned to live in Liverpool and at the time of his death they were at 25 Ling St, Liverpool
Willie was reported to have been ‘killed in action’ on 30th June 1917
Armentieres was occupied by the 4th Division on 17 October 1914 and it remained within the Allied lines until
its evacuation ahead of the German advance on 10th April 1918, after a prolonged and heavy bombardment
with gas shells. It was occupied by the Germans next day, and was not recovered until 3rd October 1918.
Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery was begun in October 1914 and during the winter of 1914-15 it was used for
civilian burials (later removed), the town cemetery at Le Bizet being too greatly exposed.
The cemetery continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units (particularly the 4 th, 6th, 21st New
Zealand, 17th and 57th (West Lancashire) Divisions and the Australian Corps until April 1918
The cemetery now contains 2,132 Commonwealth burials of the First World War.
Willie is remeberd on the CWGC Memorial at Cite Bonjean, Rolls f Honour for Liverpool, St. Cyprian’s Church
(Edge Hill Liverpool) and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot J grave 459 reads
Bombardier Herbert William Wilson
R.F.A.
Grandson of the above
Killed in action June 30th 1917
Aged 20 years
Buried at Armentieres
Greater love hath no man than this
That a man lay down his life for his country.

Liverpool Echo 6th July 1917

Liverpool Echo 1st July 1918

Private 252766 John Wood 2nd / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment
John (b.1892, Manchester) was the only son of John (b.1864, Manchester) and Sarah (b.1863, Manchester)
John Wood married Sarah Gray at St. Stephen’s Church Hulme during 1889
On the 1891 census the family were living at Blackburn Buildings, Salford.
John’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘boatman’.
On this census of 1891 there is a daughter ‘Emily’ born 1878 which would make John be aged 14 and Sarah
aged 15 years when ‘Emily’ was born.
There are also two other daughters, Sophia (b.1882, Hulme) and Elizabeth (b.1883, Hulme).
This may indicate John had been married before.
On the 1901 census, Sarah is reported as being a ‘widower’ but I can not find a death for John in Lancashire
during the period 1891 to 1901 that fits his age profile. Sarah is living the five ‘Wood’ children, John, James
William (b.1894, Hulme), Sarah (b. 1895, Hulme). These three children are listed before Elizabeth and Sophia,
which also may indicate that these last two are not her children. Also at the address are Margaret M Eastwood
(b.1860, Hulme) and Margaret E Eastwood (b.1898, Hulme) and Fanny Pollitt (b. 1886, Hulme) all of whom are
listed as ‘boarders’
Sarah Wood married Ambrose Chew on 3rd March 1901 at St. Gabriel’s Church Hulme.
On the 1911 census they are living at Biglands Street, Salford. Ambrose’s occupation is listed as being a
‘stoker destructor’. John, now working, is employed as a ‘dock labourer’
John, James are listed as being ‘step sons of wife’s’ and Elizabeth are listed as ‘step daughter of wife’s’
John enlisted as Private 6331 in 14th battalion Manchester Regiment in Manchester early 1915.
The battalion became the 2nd reserve battalion on 10th April 1915, a part of the 3rd reserve Brigade.
John received a gun shot wound to his elbow on 4th July 1916 and was treated in No. 2 General Hospital at La
Harve before being sent to England on the hospital ship ‘Egypt’
After convalescence John was re-numbered and drafted into the 2nd / 6th Manchester Regiment which were in
the Cambrin sector in April 1917
I cannot find the War Dairy for 2nd / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment for April 1917.
They are noted in the following page from the War Dairy: 2nd / 7th Manchester Regiment 8th April 1917

John was killed in the action of 13th April 1917.
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Cambrin and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot G grave 1837 reads
Their son
Pte. John Wood 6th Man Reg
Killed in action in France
April 13th 1917, aged 25 years

Captain Frederick Worthington 10th battalion Lincolnshire Regiment
Frederick (b.1887, Salford) was a son of Samuel (b. 1859, Glossop) and Mary (b.1859, Salford)
Samuel Worthington married Mary Alice Ridings during the second quarter of 1883 in Salford.
They had four other children, all born in Salford; John (b. 1885), James (b. 1889), Beatrice (b.1891) and
Herbert (b.1895).
On the 1891 census the family are at Wesley Street, Salford.
Samuel is recorded as being employed as a ‘commercial clerk’
Along with Mary and the four children is Sarah Sye (b.1871, Portsmouth) their domestic servant.
On the 1901 census the family are at New River Street, Pendleton.
Samuel and his son John both have their occupation listed as ‘commercial clerk’
On the 1911 census the family are at the same address.
Samuel and his son John occupations still listed as ‘commercial clerk’
Frederick, now working, is employed as an ‘articled lawyer’s clerk’
Samuel and Mary Alice Worthington, of ‘Ash Lea’ 665, Eccles New Rd., Pendleton
Frederick enlisted, with the 6th battalion Manchester Regiment which was a Territorial regiment, on 15th March
1909. In 1914 Frederick was employed in Grimsby by the Town Clerk, Mr. J.W. Jackson, completing his
‘articles’.
At the outbreak of War he joined the 10th battalion Lincolnshire Regiment (Grimsby) better known as the
‘Grimsby Chums.’ The battalion was formed at Grimsby on 9th September 1914.
During June 1915 it came under command of 101st Brigade, 34th Division.
Frederick was promoted to ‘Captain’ in October 1915 and was posted to France during December.
He was wounded in the head, by a gun shot on 1st July, first day of the battle of the Somme; his tin helmet
saved his life.
He was treated at the 34th Causality Clearing Station before being invalided home.
Manchester Guardian 10th July 1916

Note the family have moved to lived in Eccles Old Road
He returned to active service in February 1917,

The following is an account, of how Frederick was killed in action, in the book ‘Visiting the Fallen-Arras South’
By Peter Hughes

Extract from De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour

Local newspaper
Captain F. Worthington
Captain Fred Worthington, of the Lincolnshire Regiment, second son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Worthington of ‘Ash Lea’ Eccles New
Road, Pendleton is officially reported to have been killed in action on Saturday 28 th April.
At the time war was declared he was serving his articles with the Town Clerk of Grimsby.
He at once obtained a Commission in the local battalion being formed there and went out to France at the end of 1915. He was
injured in the battle of the Somme on 1st July and only returned to France about two months age. Before going to Grimsby the
deceased was engaged in the Town Hall Offices at Bacup and Salford.
For a number of years was in the 6th battalion Manchester Regiment (T.F.).
He was an old member of the Swinton Park Worsley Club.
Frederick is remembered CWGC Memorial at Tilloy, Rolls of Honour for Grimsby, St. Luks’s Church Salford
and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 32 grave 3006 reads
Frederick Capt. Lincs Regt.
Killed in action in France
April 28th 1917
Aged 30 years

From Probate records

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact one of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@virginmedia.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

In this booklet the articles are written by Jean Coward
Peter Kilvert
Beryl Patten
Gerald Tidswell
This we also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby
Duncan McCormick
Tony Flynn
Desmond Royle
John Hartley
CWGC
Alex Bolas
Tony Sosna
Royal College of Arts (London)

SWARM
Local History Library
Salford on Line
Volunteer at Imperial War Museum North
for use of information from the web site: www.hellfirecorner.co.uk

Whilst ‘Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust’ (the Trust), has taken all reasonable care in compiling this leaflet
and every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content, given the range of sources from which
the Trust gathers information, the Trust can take no responsibility for any inaccuracies which may occur.
Furthermore the Trust will take no responsibility for any loss or damage whatsoever caused as a result of any
inaccuracy within the leaflet.
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http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

