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All that is left of a Church in Verdun

Verdun
A fitting sequel to a glorious defence
The following order of the day has been published by General Sir Douglas Haig, Commander in Chief of the
British armies in France:
From General Sir Douglas Haig to General Jeffre
‘All ranks of the British armies in France join with me in sincere and warm congratulations to you and our gallant comrades under
your command on the brilliant success gained at Verdun – s fitting sequel to a glorious defence’
From General Jeffre to General Sir Douglas Haig.
I thank you very heartily for the congratulations which you have been good enough to send me on the occasion of the success won
by the army at Verdun.
The French troops will appreciate the good wishes which their valiant comrades of the British army send.
They will see in them a fresh pledge of the warm sympathy which closely binds the two armies in thief common efforts.’
Press Association (Nottingham Evening Post 1st November 1916)

Since 21st February the fighting has been very fierce and losses very heavy on both sides.
Estimated losses are
French losses:

337,231 of which 162,308 dead or missing

German losses:

337,000 of which 100,000 dead or missing

Total:

714,231 of which 262,308 dead or missing

French commemorative medal for the battle
Photo: Wikipedia

The evacuation chain for wounded and sick soldiers
Aid and Bearer Relay Posts
The casualty is likely to have received first medical attention at aid posts situated in or close behind the front line
position.
Units in the trenches provided such posts and generally had a Medical Officer, orderlies and men trained as
stretcher bearers who would provide this support.
The Field Ambulance would provide relays of stretcher bearers and men skilled in first aid, at a series of “bearer
posts” along the route of evacuation from the trenches.
All involved were well within the zone where they could be under fire.
The Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit (it was not a vehicle), manned by troops of the Royal
Army Medical Corps.
Most Field Ambulances came under command of a Division, and each had special responsibility for the care of
casualties of one of the Brigades of the Division.
The theoretical capacity of the Field Ambulance was 150 casualties, but in battle many would need to deal with
very much greater numbers.
The Field Ambulance was responsible for establishing and operating a number of points along the casualty
evacuation chain, from the Bearer Relay Posts which were up to 600 yards behind the Regimental Aid Posts in
the front line, taking casualties rearwards through an Advanced Dressing Station (ADS) to the Main Dressing
Station (MDS).
It also provided a Walking Wounded Collecting Station, as well as various rest areas and local sick rooms.
The Field Ambulances would usually establish 1 ADS per Brigade, and 1 MDS for the Division.
The 12th Field Ambulance was part of the 4th Division
Casualty Clearing Station
The CCS was the first large, well-equipped and static medical facility that the wounded man would visit.
Its role was to retain all serious cases that were unfit for further travel; to treat and return slight cases to their unit;
and evacuate all others to Base Hospitals. It was often a tented camp, although when possible the
accommodation would be in huts.
CCS’s were often grouped into clusters of two or three in a small area, usually a few miles behind the lines and on
a railway line.
A typical CCS could hold 1,000 casualties at any time, and each would admit 15-300 cases, in rotation.
At peak times of battle, even the CCS’s were overflowing.
Serious operations such as limb amputations were carried out here.
Some CCS’s were specialist unit, for nervous disorders, skin diseases, infectious diseases, certain types of
wounds, etc.
CCS’s did not move location very often, and the transport infrastructure of railways usually dictated their location.
Most evacuated casualties came away from the CCS by rail, although motor ambulances and canal barges also
carried casualties to Base Hospitals or directly to a port of embarkation if the man had been identified as a
“Blighty” case. In 1916, 734,000 wounded men were evacuated from CCS’s by train and another 17,000 by barge,
on the Western Front alone. There were 4 ambulance trains in 1914 and 28 by July 1916.
The serious nature of many wounds defied the medical facilities and skills of a CCS, and many CCS positions are
today marked by large military cemeteries.
CCS’s also catered for sick men.
Generally, considering the conditions, the troops were kept in good health.
Great care was taken in reporting sickness and infection, and early preventive measures were taken.
The largest proportion of sick men was venereal disease cases at 18.1 per 1000 casualties; trench foot was next
with 12.7.
Until mid 1915, the CCS was known as a Clearing Hospital.
Generally there was one provided for each Division. From the CCS, the casualty would be evacuated to a Base
Hospital.
Ambulance Trains and Barges
Casualties would normally be moved from the CCS to a Base Hospital,by specially-fitted ambulance train or in
some circumstances by barge along a canal.

Base Hospital
Once admitted to a Base Hospital, the soldier stood a reasonable chance of survival.
More than half were evacuated from a General or Stationary Hospital for further treatment or convalescence in
the United Kingdom.
The Stationary Hospitals, two per Division, could hold 400 casualties each.
The General Hospital could hold 1040 patients.
They were located near the army’s principal bases at Boulogne, Le Havre, Rouen, Le Touquet and Etaples.
The establishment of a General Hospital included 32 Medical Officers of the RAMC, 3 Chaplains, 73 female
Nurses and 206 RAMC troops acting as orderlies.
(From www.longlongtrail.co.uk)
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Food
When war was declared, a rash of panic buying broke out and food supplies came under pressure as people
hoarded goods.
Michael McDonagh, a London journalist recorded in a diary entry for August 5th 1914, the early closure of several
food shops in his Clapham neighbourhood after they had been emptied by anxious shoppers.
Fears about availability were felt across the country and Harry Cartmell, the Mayor of Preston, felt compelled to
issue a warning bulletin to the town, stating ‘we must condemn the selfishness, almost criminal, of those who have been
appropriating the commodities of life to the detriment of the community’
In 1914, Britain relied heavily on food from abroad – 80% of wheat, 40% of meat and almost all sugar was
imported – but the government was reluctant to get involved.
Many believed that the call for national sacrifice had not been heeded by all and there were some who were
making money from the war.
The exploiters of workers – in both factories and trenches – were despised and Trades Union newspapers
labelled the profiteer as ‘The Vampire on the Back of Tommy’ and the ‘Brit-Hun’.
Shortages, high prices and inequalities of food distribution became a real concern for many in Britain during 1916.
Poor harvests meant that even staples like potatoes were in short supply and, as they were the only vegetable
that many of the urbanised poor ever ate, there were outbreaks of scurvy in Manchester, Newcastle and Glasgow.
Finally, in December of that year the government responded to complaints and concerns by appointing Lord
Devonport as Food Controller.
In December 1916, the Ministry of Food was established, headed by Lord Devonport, and later by Lord Rhondda,
as Food Controller. Its aim was to promote voluntary rationing and appealed to citizens to restrict their
consumption to a weekly maximum of 4lb of bread, 2½ lb of meat and ½lb of sugar.
Sir Arthur Yapp, Director of Food Economy, devised a campaign to discourage waste; householders could receive
a badge (printed with “I Eat Less Bread”) and a certificate announcing their commitment to the cause.
Adding to concerns about British food stocks, the wheat harvest of 1916 was lower than usual and the potato crop
in Scotland and parts of England failed.
Food prices started rapidly increasing, making some items unaffordable for many people.
The Royal Commission on Sugar Supplies was established in the month that War was declared, but for the
following 2 years, it did not intervene to set sugar prices.
The Board of Trade appointed a Departmental Committee on Prices in June 1916, which first reported in
September, but made no recommendation for radical intervention.
Nevertheless, in the face of continuing parliamentary pressure, a Royal Commission of Wheat Supplies was
established in October 1916 and a Food Department of the Board of Trade, with compulsory powers under
DORA, was established in November 1916.
By October 1916, about 2 million tons of merchant ships had been lost during the War.

War Time Line
September 1, 1916 - Romania is invaded by the newly formed Danube Army, consisting of Germans, Turks and
Bulgarians under the command of German General August von Mackensen.
This marks the start of a multi-pronged invasion of Romania in response to its aggression against AustriaHungary.
September 15, 1916 - The first-ever appearance of tanks on a battlefield occurs as British troops renew the
Somme offensive and attack German positions along a five-mile front, advancing 2,000 yards with tank support.
The British-developed tanks feature two small side-cannons and four machine-guns, operated by an eight-man
crew. As the infantry advances, individual tanks provide support by blasting and rolling over the German barbed
wire, piercing the frontline defence, and then roll along the length of the trench, raking the German soldiers with
machine-gun fire.
September 25, 1916 - British and French troops renew their attacks in the Somme, capturing several villages
north of the Somme River, including Thiepval, where the British successfully use tanks again.
Following these successes, however, heavy rain turns the entire battlefield to mud, preventing effective
manoeuvres.
October 8, 1916 - The German Air Force (Luftstreikrafte) is founded as various aerial fighting groups are merged.
October 10, 1916 - Romanian troops return home after being pushed out of Hungary by two Austro-German
armies. The Austro-German 9th Army then invades Romania and heads toward Bucharest.
October 24, 1916 - At Verdun, the French under General Robert Nivelle, begin an ambitious offensive designed
to end the German threat there by targeting Fort Douaumont and other German-occupied sites on the east bank
of the Meuse River.
The attack is preceded by the heaviest artillery bombardment to-date by the French.
Additionally, French infantry use an effective new tactic in which they slowly advance in stages, step-by-step
behind encroaching waves of artillery fire. Using this creeping barrage tactic, they seize Fort Douaumont, then
take Fort Vaux further east, nine days later.
November 7, 1916 - American voters re-elect President Woodrow Wilson who had campaigned on the slogan,
"He kept us out of war."
November 13, 1916 - British troops stage a surprise attack and capture the towns of Beaumont Hamel and
Beaucourt at the northern end of the Somme Front.
November 18, 1916 - The Battle of the Somme ends upon the first snowfall as the British and French decide to
cease the offensive. By now, the Germans have been pushed back just a few miles along the entire 15-mile front,
but the major breakthrough the Allies had planned never occurred. Both sides each suffered over 600,000
casualties during the five-month battle.
Among the injured German soldiers is Corporal Adolf Hitler, wounded by shrapnel.
November 20, 1916 - Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary dies at age 86. He is succeeded by Archduke
Charles who wants to take Austria-Hungary out of the war.
December 6, 1916 - Bucharest, capital of Romania, falls to the Austro-Germans. This effectively ends Romanian
resistance to the Austro-German invasion and places the country's entire agricultural and industrial resources,
including the Ploesti oil fields, in German hands.
December 7, 1916 - LLoyd George becomes Britain's new Prime Minister. His new War Cabinet immediately
begins to organize the country for "total war."
December 12, 1916 - Joseph Joffre resigns under pressure from his position as Commander-in-Chief of the
French Army, replaced by General Robert Nivelle.
December 15, 1916 - The last offensive in the Battle of Verdun begins as the French push the Germans out of
Louvemont and Bezonvaux on the east bank of the Meuse River. Combined with other ground losses, the
German withdrawal ends the immediate threat to Verdun and both sides now focus their efforts on battles
elsewhere along the Western Front. Overall, the French and Germans suffered nearly a million casualties
combined during the ten month battle in which the Germans failed to capture the city of Verdun.
December 18, 1916 - President Woodrow Wilson caps off a year-long effort to organize a peace conference in
Europe by asking the combatants to outline their peace terms.
(From www.historyplace.com)

HMHS Britannic was the third of the White Star Line's Olympic class of vessels.
She was the sister ship of RMS Olympic and RMS Titanic, and was intended to enter service as
the transatlantic passenger liner, RMS Britannic.
Britannic was launched just before the start of the First World War and was laid up at her builders, Harland and
Wolff, in Belfast for many months before being put to use as a hospital ship in 1915.
She was shaken by an explosion, caused by an underwater mine, in the Kea Channel off the Greek island
of Kea on the morning of 21st November 1916, and sank 55 minutes later, killing 30 people.
There were 1,065 people on board; the 1,035 survivors were rescued from the water and lifeboats.
Britannic was the largest ship lost in the First World War.
After completing five successful voyages to the Middle Eastern theatre and back to the United Kingdom
transporting the sick and wounded, ‘Britannic’ departed Southampton for Lemnos at 14:23 hours on 12th
November 1916, her sixth voyage to the Mediterranean Sea.
The ‘Britannic’ passed Gibraltar around midnight on 15th November and arrived at Naples on the morning of 17th
November, for her usual coaling and water refuelling stop, completing the first stage of her mission.
A storm kept the ship at Naples until Sunday afternoon, when Captain Bartlett decided to take advantage of a
brief break in the weather and continue.
The seas rose once again just as ‘Britannic’ left the port.
However, by next morning, the storms died and the ship passed the Strait of Messina without problems.
Cape Matapan was rounded in the first hours of Tuesday, 21st November.
By the morning, ‘Britannic’ was steaming at full speed into the Kea Channel, between Cape Sounion (the
southern most point of Attica, the prefecture that includes Athens) and the island of Kea.
There were a total of 1,065 people on board: 673 crew, 315 Royal Army Medical Corps and 77 nurses
Sadsly 30 of them died in the sinking.

HMHS Britannic

(HMHS = His Majesty’s Hospital Ship)

Local Men
Manchester Evening News 21st October 1916
Pte. C. Shedlock (30) Canadians, was killed on October 2nd.
Before going to Canada some years age he was employed by Richmond and Chandler.
Manchester.
His father lives at Heaton Park Road, Higher Broughton
Manchester Evening News 23rd October 1916
Official news, of the death of Pte. S. Hutton, a son of the Rector of Ashton (Rev. F.R.C. Hutton)
has now been received.
Private Hutton was formerly curate at Swinton Parish Church and he joined the Royal Fusiliers
several months ago
Manchester Evening News 21st November 1916
Pte. J. Hackland, Lancashire Fusiliers, aged 30, was killed on November 2nd. He lived at Bigland
Street, Salford and was formerly employed by Mr. Samuel Marsden’s nut and bolt works,
Altrincham Street, Manchester

Sergeant John Egan, Duke of Wellington Regiment was killed on October 29th.
He came of old fighting stock, his grand father having served in the Crimean War. Egan, who lived
with his father, Inspector Egan of the Salford Police, was a keen member of the St. John’s
Brigade, Higher Broughton and was formerly employed at Sir William Bailey’s works in Oldfield
Road, Salford. He has another relative serving in the Navy as a warrant officer.

Manchester Evening News 29th November 1916
Pte. Tom Gallagher, Lancashire Fusiliers, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Gallagher, Darwen Street,
Weaste, reported missing on October 23rd is now officially reported killed on that date.
He was 24 years of age and previous to enlisting was employed by Simon Carves Ltd., Mount
Street Manchester. He was a prominent member of Salford Lads Club.

Local soldier’s dual award
Corporal Robert Cookson, Lancashire Fusiliers, has been awarded both the Military Medal and
the Serbian Gold Cross. He is 25 years of age and joined the army when 16.
He was present at the landing and evacuation in Gallipoli. He has been in France and has
gone through nearly all the big engagements since July 1st.
His brother was killed on Sept. 14th in the Balkans and another brother is serving in the same
theatre of war. His parents live at Bradshaw Street, Higher Broughton

Remembered at Agecroft Cemetery this quarter

Private 37541 James Brierley 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
On the 1901 James (b.1893, Pendleton) and his brother Charles (b.1895, Pendleton) are living at Villiers Street,
Pendleton and are reported as being the adopted sons of Jane and James Stirrup
On the 1911 census they are still with Jane, now a widow, at Villiers Street and James is reported at being a
‘drawer in of grey goods’
He first enlisted as Gunner 3347 in Royal Field Artillery.
He later transferred to the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
The 2nd battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers were in Dover with 12th Brigade, 4th Division when war was declared in
August 1914. The 4th Division was held back from the original British Expeditionary Force by a last minute
decision to defend England against a possible German landing.
The fate of the BEF in France and the lack of any move by the Enemy to cross the channel, reversed this decision
and they proceeded to France landing at Boulogne on the 20th August 1914, arriving in time to provide infantry
reinforcements at the Battle of Le Cateau, the Divisional Artillery, Engineers, Field Ambulances and mounted
troops being still en-route at this time.
They were in action at the the Battle of the Marne, the Battle of the Aisne and at Messines in 1914.
In 1915 they fought in the Second Battle of Ypres.
On the 4th November 1915 the 2nd Lancashire’s moved with 12th Brigade to 36th (Ulster) Division to provide
training over the winter months and returned to 4th Division on the 3rd February 1916.
In 1916 moved south and were in action during the battles of the Somme.
On 1st October the battle of Le Transloy began in good weather and Le Sars was captured on 7th October.
Pauses were made from 8th –11th October due to rain and 13th –18th October to allow time for a methodical
bombardment, when it became clear that the German defence had recovered from earlier defeats.
Haig consulted with the army commanders and on 17th October reduced the scope of operations by cancelling the
Third Army plans and reducing the Reserve Army and Fourth Army attacks to limited operations, in co-operation
with the French Sixth Army.
Another pause followed before operations resumed on 23rd October on the northern flank of the Fourth Army, with
a delay during more bad weather on the right flank of the Fourth Army and on the French Sixth Army front. James
was killed in this action on 23rd October at Les Boeufs
(From www.clarelibrary.ie)
James is remembered t the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 25 grave 3 reads
Pte. James Brierley Lanc Fus
Grandson of above
Who was killed in France Oct 23rd 1916
Aged 25 years

Private 3911 Richard Bery Cawthorne 6th reserve battalion Manchester Regiment
Richard (b.1888) was a son of William (b.1849) and Emma Jane (b.1857)
All three born in Manchester
William Cawthorne married Emma Jane Cowley at Manchester Cathedral on 18th October 1872.
Other children Fred (b.1874) Alfred (b.1877) Emmeline (b.1880) Claude (b.1882) Elsie (b.1890)
All born in Manchester except Alfred who was born in Chester
On the 1881 census the family were at Potters Street, Hulme and William is reported as a ‘grocer’
The family are at the same address on the 1891 census and William has the same job
On census day of 1901 William and sons Claude and Richard are living at ‘Back of Marlborough Street’,
Broughton. Only Richard is working and he is reported as a ‘butcher's apprentice’
Emma is working as a ‘domestic cook’ and Emmiline as a ‘general domestic servant’ for Thomas Parsons,
widower and stone mason of Lloyd Street, Prestwich.
On the 1911 census Emma is reported as a ‘widow’ living off ‘private means’ at Great Ducie Street, Cheetham.
With her are children Richard working as a ‘butcher’ and Elsie who is a ‘confectioner’ at a sugar boilers.
There are also four boarders in the dwelling
Richard married Sarah N Hand at St. Albans Church, Prestwich in the December quarter of 1911.
Richard has a low service number which may indicate he was with 6th battalion Manchester Regiment prior to the
war.
The 6th battalion Manchester Regiment was a unit of the Territorial Force with its headquarters at Stretford Road,
Hulme.
When war broke out in August 1914 they were mobilized and moved to Rochdale to prepare for service overseas.
They proceeded to Egypt arriving at Alexandria on the 25th September to defend the Suez Canal from the Turkish
forces in Palestine.
They were in action in the Turkish attack on the Suez Canal on 3rd February 1915.
In the first week of May the division embarked from Alexandria, landing at Cape Helles, Gallipoli, where they saw
action in the attempts to capture the heights of Krihia and the Battle of Krithia Vineyard which was a diversionary
attack for the British Landing at Sulva Bay.
The much depleted division were evacuated from Gallipoli in the first week of January 1916, returning to
Alexandria via Mudros.
They returned to duty on the Suez Canal and were in action in the Battle of Romani in August.
Richard probably got wounded during the action and returned home to England.
He died on 13th December 1916, aged 30 years
Richard is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery
Plot 26 grave 688 (a CWGC headstone) reads
3911 Private
R.B. Cawthorne
Manchester Regiment
13th December 1916
Aged 30
Never forgotten

Lance Corporal M1 08969 George Dickenson 20th Aux Petrol Coy Army Service Corps
George was born (b.1890) was a son of George (b.1858, Blackburn) and Jane (b.1859. Salford)
George married Jane Bevan at St. Simon’s Church during he December quarter of 1881.
In total they had eight children; the others were Jane (.b1883), Thomas (b.1885), Alice (b.1887), Ada (b.1893),
Margaret (b. 1895), Annie (b.1897) and Nellie (b.1899).
All the children were born In Salford.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Earl Street, Broughton.
Father’s occupation is listed as being an ‘iron turner’
They are at the same address on the 1911 census, father has the same job and young George is employed as a
‘carter’ for a hardware manufacturer.
George married Margaret Keyes at the Church of Ascension, Lower Broughton on 16th December 1911.
They lived at Derby Street, Broughton and had two children, George born 21st May 1913 and Frank born 21st
March 1915.
George enlisted with the Army Service Corps on 10th November 1914.
With his driving and mechanical experience he was put into the 20th Aux Petrol Company.
He was drafted to France on 6th December 1914, and was used a driver transporting petrol from GHQ at
Boulogne.
28th October 1916 ‘rejoined unit from hospital’ as ‘class A’ (From his medical record (p.2- page 1 is missing)
On 22nd November 1916 he was promoted to Lance Corporal
He was taken ill again later in November suffering from influenza meningitis and was invalided to England aboard
the MS Aberdonian.
Sadly he died, on 9th December, during the journey.
He is remembered on the Roll of Honour at Adelphi Lads Club and at Agecroft Cemetery

Plot 26 grave 51 (CWGC headstone)
Loving Memory of
Lance Corporal George
The beloved husband of
Margaret Dickinson
Who died Dec. 9th 1916
Aged 27 years
He answered the call for
King & Country

Rifleman 3677 William Congreve Dunn 1st /8th London Regiment (Post Office Rifles)
William (b.1895) was a son of Thomas (b.1855, Sheffield) and Annie (b.1855, Sheffield)
Thomas Albert carter Dunn married Annie Congreve in the December quarter of 1883 in
Sheffield.
They had ten children in total, the others were; Annie (b.1886), Alice (b.1889), Doris (b.1892)
Clarice (b.1893), Herbert (b.1897) Janet (b.1899), Nellie (b.1904) and Ernest (b.1908).
All their children were born in Salford.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Persia Street, Broughton and Thomas was recorded as being a
‘bookbinder finisher’
On the 1901 census they were at Raglan Street, Broughton and Thomas had the same occupation.
On the 1911 census they were at Croft Street, Broughton, Thomas had the same job and William, now working,
was employed by the GPO as a ‘telegraph messenger’
William’s service number may indicate he joined the PO Rifles early September 1914
After the outbreak of the war, the existing units of the Territorial Force each formed duplicate (or "second line")
units. The existing Post Office Rifles was renamed as the 1st/8th battalion, London Regiment when a second Post
Office Rifles battalion, the 2nd/8thLondons, was formed in September 1914.
In 1915 a third line battalion, the 3rd/8th was formed.
After being involved in several big fights William’s unit was then sent forward.
Battle of Le Transloy was the next Fourth Army attack had been set for 5th October but the rains forced Rawlinson
to postpone the attack until 7th October.
The 6th Army agreed to the postponement so that the attacks of both armies would simultaneous.
7th October 1916
The XIV Corps objective was a trench line from 100–500 yards away and on the right flank the 56th Division
(Major-General C. P. A. Hull) attacked with two brigades.
On the right, in the 168th Brigade area, the 1st /14th battalion London Scottish found it difficult to maintain contact
with the French on the right, who advanced eastwards rather than north-east.
The Scottish captured a southern group of gun pits and pushed on to the south end of Hazy Trench 200 yards
beyond.
The 1st /4th London was stopped by machine-gun fire from the northern gun pits and tried to outflank them on the
right.
On the left, the 1st /12th London advance was stopped short of Dewdrop Trench to the north-east of Lesbœufs,
which had only been bombarded by Stokes mortars as it was too close to the British front line.
In the 167th Brigade area, the 1st London was repulsed in front of Spectrum Trench except on the left flank where
bombers joined with the 1st /7th Middlesex, after it captured Rainbow Trench, the south end of Spectrum Trench
against determined resistance. The 1st /14th London Scottish and the 1st /4th London defeated a counter-attack but
after dark the battalions were forced back, as were the French on the right.
The 47th Division attacked with the 140th Brigade to capture Snag Trench along the east slope of a dip towards
Warlencourt, about 500 yards forward and half-way to the butte.
The 1st /8th London on the right was stopped by a huge volume of machine-gun fire, as were the 1st /15th and 1st
/7th London who were to pass through the 1st /8th London and could only establish outposts near the Le Barque
road, in touch with the 41st Division.
The 23rd Division attacked on the right with the 12th DLI of the 68th Brigade supported by a tank which attacked the
German garrison in the Tangle and then turned left up the sunken road from Eaucourt to Le Sars, until hit by a
shell.
The 12th DLI was checked by machine-gun fire down the road from the village but the 9th Green Howards of the
69th Brigade got into the south-west end.
In the centre, the 13th DLI was to capture the rest of the village and attacked at 14:30 hours.
The battalion met the Green Howards at the village crossroads and after a determined resistance, the German
defence collapsed.
The 12th DLI had dug in along the sunken road beyond the Tangle and pushed posts forward on the right flank.
The 13th DLI and Green Howards dug posts around the village and prepared to advance on the Butte de
Warlencourt but no reinforcements were available

Twenty minutes after zero hour, the 11th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment made a frontal attack on Flers
Support Trench north of Le Sars but was stopped by artillery-fire and small-arms fire from the left flank.
A second attempt succeeded, with bombers attacking along the trench from Le Sars, retreating Germans being
shot down by the British infantry and the divisional artillery.
The 10th Duke of Wellington's arrived later and by dark, the 69th Brigade had occupied the Flers trenches to a
point 300 yards inside 1st /8th London Regiment (Post Office Rifles)
William was killed during the action on 7th October, at first being posted ‘wounded and missing’
Local newspaper:
Rifleman William Congreve Dunn, London Regt., previously reported wounded and missing on October 7th 1916, is now reported killed
on that date. He was well known at the Manchester Post Office where he worked before the war.
His home was Camp Street, Lower Broughton.
William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Roll of Honour at Church of Ascension, Lower
Broughton and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 15 grave 308 reads
Rifleman
William Congreve Dunn
Beloved son of
Thomas and Annie Dunn
Killed ia action in France
Oct. 7th 1916
In his 22nd year
Tis only noble to be good

Private 1949 Harold Harvey 1st/8th Lancashire Fusiliers
Harold (b. 1896, Worsley) was a son of Edward (b.1864, Salford) and Mary Jane b. 1863,
Halifax).
Edward Harvey married Mary Jane Weaver at St. Simon’s Church, Salford in 1882
They had at least eight children in total, others being Alfred (b.1884, Blackley), Edward (b.1887,
Harpurhey), Thomas (b.1889, Manchester), Richard (b.1892, Manchester), Mary Ellen (b.1894,
Worsley), Florence (b.1898, Worsley) and Harry (b.1900, Worsley)
On the1891 census they lived at Llandaff Street, Manchester and Edward is listed as a ‘warehouse man’ at a
provisions merchant.
On the1901 census they are at Park Lane West, Pendleton and Edward is now listed as a ‘traveller’ for
provisions.
Mother Mary Jane died on 3rd July 1904 aged 41 years.
Edward married Mary Eleanor Edwards at St. John’s Church in Broughton in 1905.
They had a child, Enda (b.1907, Stretford)
On the 1911 census they are living at Stamford Street, Old Trafford and Edward is now listed as a ‘provisions
salesman’ and Harold in an ‘office boy’ at a calico printers.
Harold enlisted into the 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, which was a Territorial Force, on 27th January 1914.
He was mobilised on 5th August 1914 and sent to Egypt to guard the Suez Canal on 9th September.
They arrived at Alexandria on 25th September
The 1st /8th were sent to join the fight in Gallipoli, they landed at Cape Helles on 5th May 1915 and engaged in
various actions including the battle of Krithia Vineyard.
Harold suffered a gunshot wound to his right foot on 10th August ands was transferred to Cairo for treatment. He
soon returned to the front line.
After severe losses from combat disease and harsh weather the Division had lost two thirds of its normal
establishment, the 1st/8th were evacuated to Mudros en route for Egypt.
They disembarked at Alexandria on 15th January 1916
The Division engaged in the battle of Romani which helped to secure the safety of the Suez Canal.
While in Egypt Harold was taken ill in June and after several months getting local treatment was sent home to
England. His military medical record states he was suffering from ‘tubercle of the lung’ and whilst in the army
Harold increased in height by five inches in two years.
He was discharged from the army on 13th November 1916 ‘as being medically unfit for further service’
He was granted a pension of £1-25 per week and had agreed to ‘sanatorium treatment’
Sadly Harold died on 18th December 1916
Local newspaper: Height Territorial’s Death
Pte. Harold Harvey, formerly of Barrfield Road, Irlam O’ th’ Height, but whose parents live in Dukinfield, died in hospital on
December 18th, at Macclesfield, from wounds. He was in the Lancashire Fusiliers (T.F.) and was mobilised in August 1914. After a
short stay at Turton he left with the Division for Egypt. Whilst taking part in one of the engagements there he was rather seriously
wounded and removed to hospital in Cairo.
He spent several months there before being brought to England to one of the London hospitals.
He appeared to improve and was sent home, but after a few days had to be taken to the Macclesfield hospital, where he died.
Deceased was 21 years of age was well known in the Height district and attended the Wesleyan Church and Sunday school. In
civilian life he was employed as a clerk by the Calico Printers Association.
The funeral which took place on Friday was attended by several soldiers and was semi – military character. Service was held in the
Wesleyan Church, where the ‘death march’ was player on the organ and two hymns were sung. The interment afterwards took
place at the Agecroft Cemetery.

Harold’s last army medical sheet

Harold is remembered on the Calico Printers Association Roll of Honour and at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 26 grave 91 reads
Pte. Harold Harvey
Who died from wounds received in
Gallipoli Dec. 18th 1916 aged 21 years

Private 37587 Robert Openshaw 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Robert (b.1890, Salford) was a son of Robert H (b. 1862, Manchester) and Mary (b.1861.
Newton Heath).
Robert Henry Openshaw married Mary Alice Scott in the second quarter of 1886 at St. Simon’s
Church, Salford.
They had seven other children in total, sadly four of them died young.
The three others were Thomas Ernest (b.1888, Salford), Percy (b. 1894, Salford) and Ostler
(b.1897, Salford)
On the 1891 census the family lived at David Street, Salford and Robert Henry was recorded as being a ‘paper
porter’
On the 1901 the family lived at Flora Street, Broughton and Robert Henry was employed as a ‘packer’ in a paper
warehouse.
On the 1911 census the family lived at Clement Street, Broughton and Robert Henry was now a ‘warehouseman’
in the paper trade. His son Robert was employed as a ‘’clerk’ at a calico printers.
Robert enlisted into the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
The 2nd battalion were in Dover in August 1914 as part of 12th Brigade, 4th Division and on 20th August 1914 they
landed at Boulogne. On 4th November 1915 they moved with the Brigade to 36th (Ulster) Division.
Arthur joined his battalion in France during July 1915. Then on 3rd February 1916 the battalion returned with the
Brigade to 4th Division. They were involved in several of the battles during the summer and early autumn of 1916
were involved in the Battle of Le Transloy.

From War Diary 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd October 1916

Robert was reported ‘missing’ after this attack and this was later changed to ‘killed in action’.

Robert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Clements with St. Matthis
Broughton and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 25 grave 956 reads
Robert, their son
Killed in France, 1917

Private 19229 Leo Palyn 10th platoon ‘C’ company 21st battalion Manchester Regiment (6th Manchester Pals)
Leo (b.1893, Manchester) was one of five children who were born to Alexander (b.1863, Manchester) and
Margaret (b.1872, Manchester)
Alexander Palyn married Margaret Richard son at St. George’s Church, Manchester in the second quarter of
1884.
Their other children were John (b.1886), Margaret (b.1891), Alexander (b.1892) and Elsie (b.1899) all the children
being born in Manchester
Sadly Margaret died in 1900 when she was 38 years of age.
His father married again in 1903 to Maggie Parkinson at St. Clements Church in Broughton.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Bridden Street, Manchester and Alexander was reported as being an
‘engineer’
On the 1901 census the family lived at Richardson Street, Manchester and Alexander is recorded as being a
foreman in a ‘baking powder’ factory.
On the 1911 census the family are at Moss Bank Road, Crumpsall and Alexander is now a ‘drysalter’
Leo, now working, is recorded as being a ‘shop assistant’
Leo enlisted in the 21st (6th City) battalion; Manchester Regiment was raised in Manchester.
They moved to Morecambe for training in January 1915 and in April moved to Grantham to join 91st Brigade, 30th
Division. In September they moved to Larkhill camp on Salisbury Plain for final training and proceeded to France
in early November, landing at Boulogne.
On the 20th December 1915 the 91st Brigade transferred to 7th Division.
In 1916 the 6th City Pals were in action during the battles of the Somme, including the capture Mametz, the battle
of Bazentin, the attacks on High Wood, the battle of Delville Wood, the battle of Guillemont and the operations on
the Ancre.
After surviving the above Leo was taken ‘dangerously ill’ on 29th October
He was first taken to the 34th Causality Clearing Station and diagnoses with ‘appendicitis’
On 4th November he was put on the #3 Ambulance train and sent to a Rouen hospital
During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals were stationed on the southern outskirts of
Rouen. A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters were also established in the city.
Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically the whole of the war.
They included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross and one labour hospital, and No. 2
Convalescent Depot. Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically the whole of the war.
They included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross and one labour hospital, and No. 2
Convalescent Depot.
Sadly Leo died on 27th November and was buried at St. Seven (Extension) Cemetery in Rouen
A number of the dead from these hospitals were buried in other cemeteries, but the great majority were taken to
the city cemetery of St. Sever. In September 1916, it was found necessary to begin an extension.
Leo is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at St. Seven and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 26 grave 570 reads
Sergeant Alexander R.W.F
Was killed at Merville Feb. 7th 1916
Private Leo,
6th Manchester Pals
Who died at Rouen C.C.S. Nov. 27th 1916
Sons of the above

Leo’s brother Alexander was killed in action on 7th
February 1916.
He served in the 9th battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers
As Sergeant 12988 Alexander Palyn

Manchester Evening News 27th November 1917

Private 44148 Alfred Norman Stubbs 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
Alfred (b.1893 Salford) was a son of Joseph (b. 1851, Wheldrake, Yorkshire) and Ann (b.1853, Harrogate)
Joseph Barker Stubbs married Annie Chard in the first quarter of 1878 in York.
In total my had ten other children
Three born in York, Eliza May (b.1879), Joseph (b.1880) and Caryol (b.1883)
Six including Alfred born in Salford, the others were, Annie Jane (b.1885), Reginald (b.1888), Oscar (b.1890),
Edgar (b.1895) and Cyril (b.1898)
Two other children died young
On the day of the 1881 census the family lived at Fountayne Street, Clifton, a village near York.
Joseph was recorded as being ‘a joiner’
By 1891 the family had moved to Salford and lived at Melbourne Street, Broughton and Joseph is still working as
a ‘joiner’
On the 1901 census the family lived at Teneriffe Street, Broughton and James was still employed as a ‘joiner’
By the time of the 1911 census they still lived at Teneriffe Street, Broughton and Joseph was recorded as a
‘joiner’ who worked for the CWS building department.
Alfred, now working, was recorded as being a ‘clerk’ at electrical engineers.
Alfred enlisted at Private 5344 in the 2nd /8th Manchester Regiment on 6th December 1915 and gave his address
as Rectory Lane, Prestwich and his father living as at Fairfax Road, Prestwich.
After training he was posted to France on 27th July 1916.
He was ear marked to transfer to 8th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment on 27th July 1917 but this was cancelled.
He was sent to the 18th battalion Manchester Regiment, with the service number 44184 on 20th September 1916.
The 18th Manchester’s attack of 12th October 1916
The villages of Ligny-Thilloy, Thilloy and Le Sars stood on the hills west of the important town of Bapaume and it
was strategically important that the villages were taken.
The 30th Division were amongst the first to be given the task of achieving this.
On the 12th October, along with the 2nd Royal Scots and the 89th Brigade the position was attacked.
The villages were defended by German Marines who’s morale had not been affected by the inferno of the Somme
and as the artillery barrage fell prior to the attack the German’s were seen to leave their trenches and lie in the
open ground a couple of hundred yards to the rear.
As the barrage stopped they rushed back to their positions, manned their machine guns and were ready as the
men watched and waited for the 14:00 hours, the zero hour.
The men had about 300 yards to go to the German trenches.
It was an impossible task and the men were mowed down by machine gun and artillery fire.
Only a small number of the men, led by 2nd L/T Trimmer found their way into the German front line but it was
impossible to press home the attack and the survivors sat the rest of the night in shell holes in no mans land. Just
after dawn the men made their way back to the trenches.
Out of 350 men of the 18th Manchester’s who went over the top the previous afternoon 250 were killed, wounded
or missing.
Alfred was one of the men killed in this action
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Agecroft Cemetery
Plot 15 grave 1924 reads
Alfred Norman Stubbs
Killed in action in France
Oct. 12th 1916, aged 23 years
Love & Remembrance live for ever.

Manchester Evening News 4th December 1916

Remembered at Peel Green Cemetery this quarter

Private 29474 Fred Stanley Aldred 9th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Fred (b.1893, Eccles) was a son of John and Ann Aldred who were both born in Walkden during
1859.
They had eight other children, John (b.1880) and Harold (b.1882) both born in Walkden.
Nellie (b.186) and Clifford (b.1894) were both born in Monton.
Tom (b.1889) and Frank (b.1898) were both born in Eccles.
Another child died when young.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Shaving Lane, Worsley were father is recorded as being a ‘coal merchant’
an occupation he had all his working life.
On the1901 census they lived at Oakwood’ a house in Brackley Road, Monton
On the 1911 census the family were still at ‘Oakwood’ and Fred is now employed as a clerk in the ‘poor law office’
Fred first enlisted as Private 4289 in the 9th battalion Manchester Regiment and later transferred to Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment
The 9th battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment was raised at Preston in September 1914 and joined 74th
Brigade in the 25th Division.
This new division assembled in the area around Salisbury for training.
The 9th Loyals moved to billets in Christchurch in December, then to Southbourne in January.
In May 1915 they moved to Romsey and to Aldershot for final training in June.
They proceeded to France on the 26th September 1915, landing at Boulogne, the division concentrating in the
area of Nieppe.
Their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916. They then moved to the
Somme and joined the Battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade making a costly attack near Thiepval on
the 3rd July.
The Division was in action at the Battle of Bazentin, the Battle of Pozieres.
Then the 2nd and 8th South Lancashires plus the 8th and 9th Loyals were involved in operations to clear the
northern end of the Thiepval Ridge, in particular successfully storming the Stuff and Regina trenches on 21st
October during the battle Ancre Heights.
Fred was wounded during this action and died later in the day.

Local newspaper.
Further information is very anxiously awaited with regards to Lance Corporal F.S. Aldred, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, late of
Manchester Regiment, who was officially reported wounded on Oct. 21st, 1916, of whom no news has been received since. Arriving in
France in September, he was attached to the Loyal North Lances. Regt. and was made a lance Corporal.
Alfred is 24 years of age and a son of a well known Monton Family, and an active member of Monton Lacrosse Club.
A later newspaper item stated
The parents of Lance Corporal F.S. Aldred, Brackley Road, Monton, have now received official information that he was killed on
October 21st and not merely wounded as previously reported.
Aldred’s company captain in conveying the sad news says ‘we went over the top and after our position had been consolidated he
was reported to me as been seed dead in a shell hole, shot through the head.
Our Padre came over afterwards and all the dead were buried by him properly.
There were some of the best fellows went under that day and I lost one of my most capable N.C.O’s when he died and a good soldier
who had been marked for promotion’.
Aldred who as 24 years of age was attached to the Loyal North Lancashire in September from the Manchester Regiment

Fred is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Regina, The Roll of Honour at St. Pauls Church, Monton,
The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment web site and at Peel Green Cemetery

Plot J grave 13170 reads
Fred Stanley, fifth son
Killed in action October 21st 1916
Aged 24 years
Peace Perfect peace, with loved ones far away.

Fred’s brother Frank served with the Royal Navy
Volunteer Reserve, as Able Seaman Z/2480 Frank
Aldred on the S.S. "Willingtonia."

Memorial at St. Pauls Church, Monton
Photo: SWARM

Gunner 46251 Charles Brassington ‘J’ battery 14th Brigade Royal Horse Artillery
Charles was born1883, in Youlgreave, Derbyshire.
His parents were Joseph and Margaret.
On the1891 census the family lived at Bakewell Road, Great Rowsley, Bakewell.
On the 1901 census Charles is with his grandmother Alice Brassington at Holy Well Lane,
Youlgreave. He is reported as being a ‘limestone quarryman’
On the 1911 census Gunner Charles Brassington of ‘R’ battery Royal Horse Artillery is found
at the barracks in Meerut WP India.
Somehow Charles ended up in Patricroft and married Jane Wilson at Patricroft Christ Church in the December
quarter of 1915.
Local Newspaper: Patricroft Artilleryman
Mrs. Brassington, Liverpool Road, Patricroft has received official information of the death of her husband, Gunner C. Brassington,
who was killed inaction in France, 27th October.
Although born in Derbyshire, 34 years ago, he was well known to many in Patricroft.
At an early age he possessed a desire to become a soldier and eventually enlisted in the Royal Horse Artillery and after a short
stay at Woolwich was drafted to India where he was stationed for nine years.
Previous to this war he was on the Reserve list for a few months and on the outbreak of hostilities was called up and dispatched to
France.
At the battle of Mons he received a serious wound. After recovery, he again went into action and was again wounded on Sept. 6th
(1916) lying in hospital for four weeks. On recovery he was transferred to another battery and three weeks after met his death.
Mrs. Brassington was first informed of his death by Major Maitland who wrote ‘he died in action whilst doing excellent work for his
battery and his country’
He went through the present war for two years and three months.

Charles is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Caterpillar, Longueval and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot K grave 12464 reads
Gunner Charles Brassington
Their beloved son in law
Killed in action in France
Oct. 27th 1916 in his 34th years
At rest

Manchester Evening News 20th November 1916

Lance Corporal 28005 Ernest Crompton 1st battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Ernest (b.1891, Salford) was a son of Sydney (b.1860, Manchester) and Fanny (b.1862,
Glossop)
Ernest Crompton married fanny Pendleton at Stowell Memorial Church, Salford on 29th
December 1882.
Their other children were Alice (b.1884), Nellie, (b.1887), William (b.1888), Percy (b. 1893) and
Eric (b.1899), all being born in Salford. Another child died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Thurlow Street, Salford, Sydney was reported to be a
‘clerk’ at dryers of velvet works. On the 1901 census they lived at Derby Road, Pendleton and
Sydney had the same job. On the 1911 census they lived at Claremont Road, Pendleton, Sydney had the same
job and Ernest was a ‘clerk’ at an electrical engineers.
Not sure when Ernest enlisted but his service number may indicate he joined early 1916.
He was involved, November, in the battle of Ancre when the 2nd Division (including the KLR) advanced along
Redan Ridge.
The 5th Brigade on the right formed up in no man's land, hugged the barrage and got into the German front line
easily. Two battalions reached Beaumont Trench on schedule and the other two formed a defensive flank facing
north and repelled bombing attacks from the 6th Brigade area, where the advance had been held up by fog and
mud, then fire from "The Quadrilateral" in the middle of the 6th Brigade area, where some troops on the right
managed to reach the first objective. The junction of Beaumont Trench and Lager Alley was blocked and some
troops veered north-east, after finding stray troops from the 3rd Division and assuming that they had lost direction.
By 07:30 hours, the 5th Brigade was ready to advance on the second objective and reached Frankfort Trench so
depleted, that the troops fell back to Munich trench, Wagon Road then Crater Lane in the German front line. The
reserve brigade moved forward at the same time and two battalions were sent to reinforce the 5th Brigade at the
first objective.
At 09:00hours the remainder of the 6th Brigade was ordered back to the British front line to reorganise and two
attacks by the reserve brigade were ordered then cancelled. Overnight the ground was consolidated and two 37th
Division battalions were sent up from corps reserve next morning.
Ernest was killed during this action when attacking Beaumont Hamel.
Local newspaper: Height Scout Killed
Lance Corpl. Ernest Crompton ‘Hill Crest’ Claremont Rd., Irlam O’th’ Height, is reported to have been killed in the action of
November 13th. The sad news was sent to his father by a sergeant in the same company.
‘I am writing’ he says ‘to let you know that Ernest has met his death in the field. I know you will feel his loss very much, but then the
news must come to light some day. He is sadly mourned by all the remaining lads who had the good luck to pull through and you
have my deepest sympathy. It was on the morning of the 13th, we had our orders and over the top we went with a good heart. It was
not until half the attack had finished that Ernest fell; I returned to Ernest and carried him back to the lines.
I buried him in a small graveyard. He was shot through the head and killed instantly’
Deceased was a scout in the King’s Liverpool Regiment and was attached to the battalion headquarters.
Two of his younger brothers are in the Army, Percy being in France with the Manchesters and Eric being in training with the
Lancashire Fusiliers, and an elder brother is engaged on important Government work.
Before enlisted, deceased was employed as a traveller for a Manchester firm of wholesale stationers, and was connected with the
Irlam o’th’ Height Congregation Church. In France he has shown the utmost gallantry on several occasions and was officially
congratulated. For one gallant deed he was recommended by his captain for distinction. He was 25 years of age and unmarried and
was well known in the Eccles district as well as the district where his father, Mr. Sydney Crompton resided.
Ernst is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot K grave 12988 reads
Ernest, second son of above
Killed in action Nov. 13th 1916
At Beaumont Hamel, aged 26 years

Manchester Evening News 27th November 1916

Private 20221 James Fagan 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
James (b. 1894) was a son of Thomas (b.1862, Saltney, Cheshire) and Ellen (b.1863, Stretford)
Thomas Fagan married Ellen Rhuebottom at Eccles Parish Church on 18th August 1882.
In total they had fourteen children, six of whom died.
Their other children were Lucy (b.1887), Elizabeth (b.1889), Ellen (b.1896), Alice (b.1898), and
Hurbert (b.1903). All the children were born in Patricroft
On the 1901 census they lived at Green Lane, Eccles and father Thomas was reported as being
a ‘steam hammer driver’, also included is a son Walter who was born in 1900.
Thomas died on 19th January 1910 aged 48 years
On the 1911 census the family are at Ellesmere Street, Patricroft.
James, now working, is reported as being a ‘forge man’ in loco works
When James enlisted, 0n 3rd September 1914, the family were living at New Lane, Winton
James joined the 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment which was formed at Seaforth in September 1914 as
part of 20th (Light) Division.
In January 1915 they were added to the 61st Brigade in same Division.
27th July 1915 the battalion landed at Boulogne.
After being in several battles, James was wounded in the face on 11th April 1916 and spent some days in the 62nd
Field Ambulance and returned to duty on 26th April.
After training for and then being involved in the begining of the battle of the Somme, James was later involved in
one of its last battles, the attack on the Transloy Ridges. This was planned for October 5th, but was postponed
until the 7th due to poor and wet weather. The 61st Brigade 20th Division was in the line between the 60th Brigade
of their own Division on their right and the 37th Brigade of the 12th (Eastern) Division on their left, some 5 to 600
yards south east of Gueudecourt.
The assault itself began at 13:45 hours: presumably, it was here that James lost his life
Local Newspaper: Second wound fatal
Mrs. Fagan New Lane, Winton, has been officially notified of the death of her son Pte. James Fagan; of the King’s Liverpool Regiment,
who was killed in action on October 7th. He was 22 years of age and joined the Liverpool’s in September 1914 and was sent with a
draft to France about 15 months ago. In April this year he was wounded in the face but did come home on leave and within a few
days was back again with his machine gun. Fagan lived with his widowed mother, and younger sisters and brother and was well
respected by all who knew him. He was an old scholar at the Green Lane Higher School and previous to the war was employed at
the Worsley Golf Links. Mrs. Fagan has received a letter from the C.O. of the battalion, expressing the sympathy of the officers and
men and stating that Fagan was killed by a gun shot.
The following paragraphs are from "The History of Worsley Golf Club 1894 - 1994" by David Evans.
‘The 1914-1918 war did not have much effect on the club, at least on the surface. Records for the period are scanty, but the 1916/7
annual report records that over 40 members were serving in the Armed Forces, together with the professional, W.J. Leaver.
Ernest Jones, who had been Leaver’s assistant before the war, lost his right leg while fighting.
Four members, F.D. Andrews, P.G. Murray, A. Rylands and B. Sellon, the assistant professional (who can not be identified) and J.
Fagan of the green staff were killed in action.’
James is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Worsley Golf Club and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot L grave 19780 reads
Pte. James Fagan, son of above
Killed in France
Oct. 7th 1916, in his 22nd years
He died a noble death

Colour Sergeant Major 7453 Alfred Marston Hill 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Alfred (b.1880, Stamford, Lincolnshire) was a son of Alfred (b. 1857, Stamford) and Francis (b.15858, Stamford)
Alfred married Francis Preston at St. George’s Church in Stamford in 1879.
They had at least three other children, Maud (b. 18884, Hull), Herbert (B.1888, Gainsborough), Jessie (b.1891,
Manchester)
On the 1881 census they lived at Broad Street, Stamford and Alfred was listed as an ‘iron moulder’
On the 1891 census they lived at Bath Street, Prestwich and Alfred’s job was the same.
On 1911 census Francis, now a 54 year old, was a patient in a Prestwich establishment.
Alfred M., was a boarder at Claremont Road, South Manchester which was the home of Robert Leigh, his future
father in law. Alfred M., was recorded as being ‘clerk at the GPO’
Alfred M. married Amelia Leigh at St. James’s Church Moss Side on 20th September 1913.
They had a daughter, Francis Victoria in 1915; sadly she died on 6th June 1920 aged 5 years
Which such a low service number and high rank, Alfred may have been in the Territorial Army prior to the war.
During 1916 they were involved in the battle of Albert, and the battle of Le Transloy.
Battle of Le Transloy
On 10th October the 4th Division relieved the 56th Division in XIV Corps in trenches north-east of Lesboeufs with
the intention of continuing the attack towards Le Transloy.
Attacking alongside 6th Division on 12th October, weather conditions had turned the battlefield into a sodden
morass where individual features were often impossible to locate and poor visibility restricted the Royal Flying
Corps attempts at observation.
12th Infantry Brigade on the left, 2nd Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) and 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers
were the lead battalions, 10th Infantry Brigade, 1st Royal Warwickshire Regiment and 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers were
the lead battalions, on the right.
The 12th Infantry Brigade troops made it into ‘Spectrum Trench’ (2nd battalion LF’s) and ‘Zenith Trench’, but were
pushed out again by a German counter-attack, 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers suffering particularly badly.
War Records:
Note to 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers HQ 12th Oct 1916
The CSM is probably Alfred
Hill…still alive at 8pm.
This is the only note on the day
that mentions a CSM
There is another note timed at
0500 hours 13th Oct stating that
there are only three officers and
134 men remaining

Alfred was probably killed in action trying to defend ‘Spectrum Trench’ when the Germans counter-attacked.
At some stage in 1916 Alfred was awarded the ‘Military Medal’

This gallantry medal was established during the First World War on the 25th March 1916 and introduced in the
London Gazette to personnel of the British Army and other services, and personnel of Commonwealth countries,
below commissioned rank.
The military decoration was awarded for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire or for individual or
associated acts of bravery.
It was the other ranks' equivalent to the Military Cross (M.C.), (which was awarded to Commissioned Officers and,
rarely, to Warrant Officers, who could also be awarded the M.M.).
Alfred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Lesboeufs and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot A grave 3711 reads
Alfred Marston Hill M.M.
C.S.M. 2nd Lanc. Fus.
Sacrificed his life Oct 12th 1916
In France, aged 26 years
He gave his life for his friend
Son in law of above

Corporal 40531 Burton Houghton 1st battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)
Burton (b.1897, Patricroft) was a son of James (b.1860, Manchester) and Sarah (b.1862, Patricroft).
James Houghton married Sarah Hannah Burton at St Catherine’s Church Barton on 2nd December 1882
They had five other children, all born in Patricroft, James W. (b.1882), Ethel (b.1885), Nellie (b.1886), Adam
(b.1891) and Harry (B.1895)
On the 1891 census the family are at New Lane, Eccles and James is recorded as being a ‘general labourer’.
On the 1901 census they are at King Edwards Street, Eccles and James is still a general labourer.
His son James is a ‘brass turner’ at a lamp works.
On the 1901 census they are now at Cromwell Road, Patricroft and James is now a general labourer at a metal
works. Burton now working is reported as being an ‘office boy’ at a coal merchant
Burton enlisted as Private 2751 in the 20th battalion Royal Scots in November 1914 with his mates.
He was later transferred to the 1st battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles).
On 29th October, 1st Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) and 5th /6th Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) of 19th Infantry
Brigade attacked towards Hazy Trench and Boritska Trench but without success.
Burton was reported missing unofficially wounded after this attack
War Diary 1st battalion Cameronians 24th – 29th October 1916

Burton was reported missing unofficially wounded after this attack.
He was later reported as being killed in action on 29th October 1916

Local newspaper: Missing Patricroft Cameronian
Corpl. Burton Houghton’s fate is occasioning his parents who live at Cromwell Rd., Patricroft, very great anxiety and they will be
glad to hear from any comrades who served with him in the Cameronians from August to October last. When Haughton, who is 20
years of age and un-married, enlisted November 1914 in the Royal Scots; he had many local companions as soldier comrades. Later
he was transferred to the Cameronians and became detached from his friends of boyhood and youth.
He went to France in August last year with a draft. He was a member of Patricroft Congregational Church and a member of the
Boys Brigade and was a ‘non com’ in that organisation. In civil lift he was a clerk at P. & R. Jackson’s of Ordsall Lane, Salford.

Burton is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at Patricroft Congregation Church and
at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot J grave 13542 reads
Corpl. Burton Houghton
(1st Royal Scots) son of above
Killed in France Oct. 28th 1916
Aged 20 years

Roll of Honour Memorial
Patricroft Congregation Church

Private 9174 Joseph Arthur Kay 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Joseph, better known as Arthur, (b.1884, Eccles) was a son of Joseph (b.1854, Heaton Norris)
and Elizabeth (b.1861, Eccles)
Joseph Francis Kay married Elizabeth Alice Potter on 7th March 1875 at Manchester Cathedral
They had eleven other children, all born in Eccles, Annie (b.1786), Emily (b.1878), Minnie
(b.1880), Beatrice, (b.1882), Bertha (b.1885), Harold (b.1889), Elsie (b.1891), Charles (b.1893),
Gladys (b.1895) and Leonard (b.1897). Their last child, Doris sadly died on 6th September
1899, aged 12 months.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Buxton Street, Barton and Joseph is a ‘Life Assurance
Agent’.
On the 1891 census they lived at Prospect Place, Barton and Joseph has the same occupation.
On the 1901 census the family lived at King Street, Eccles, father has the same job and Arthur now working, is
recorded as being an ‘agent and collector for a friendly society’
Mother Elizabeth died on 26th October 1910 aged 55 years.
On the 1911 census the family are living at Alma Street, Eccles.
Father has the same job and Arthur, is now a ‘life and fire insurance agent’
Arthur enlisted into the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914
The 2nd battalion were in Dover in August 1914 as part of 12th Brigade, 4th Division and on 20th August 1914 they
landed at Boulogne. On 4th November 1915 they moved with the Brigade to 36th (Ulster) Division.
Arthur joined his battalion in France during July 1915. Then on 3rd February 1916 the battalion returned with the
Brigade to 4th Division. They were involved in several of the battles during the summer and early autumn of 1916.
Attacking alongside 6th Division on 12th October, weather conditions had turned the battlefield into a sodden
morass where individual features were often impossible to locate and poor visibility restricted the Royal Flying
Corps attempts at observation.
12th Infantry Brigade on the left, 2nd Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) and 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers the
lead battalions, 10th Infantry Brigade, 1st Royal Warwickshire Regiment and 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers the lead
battalions, on the right. 12th Infantry Brigade made it into Spectrum Trench and Zenith Trench, but were pushed
out again by the subsequent German counter-attack, the 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers suffering particularly badly.
Joseph was killed during this action
Local newspaper: One of three Eccles soldier brothers killed.
Pte. J.A. Kay of Alma St., Eccles was killed in action on the 12th October and official notification has been received by his relatives.
He enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914 and preceded to France, July 1915, he was home on furlough, November
1915 and went back to France and was there until April 1916, after which he was in hospital for three months suffering from severe
shell shock. After a few weeks again he was back in training he went back to France and had been there about two months before
being killed. Previous to enlisting he was employed by the Royal London Insurance Society, for whom he worked for 15 years. He
was an old scholar of the Eccles Parish Church day school and of Eccles Wesleyan Sunday School.
Two younger brothers, one of whom is the Eccles cricketer, have served for a considerable time in France, one having been
wounded twice. Another brother is expected to join up shortly.
Arthur is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Roll of honour Eccles Wesleyan Church and Peel
Green Cemetery.
Plot J grave 13521 (tablet) reads
In loving memory of
Pte. J.A. Kay (Arthur)
Who fell in action
In France Oct. 12th 1916
Aged 32 years
Loved by all

Manchester Evening News 4th November 1916
Pte. J.A. Kay (9174) Lancashire Fusiliers of Alma Street Eccles, was killed on
October 12th in the year he had been three months in hospital suffering from
shell shock. He was 32 years of age and before enlisting was employed by
the Royal London Insurance Society. Two younger brothers have served for
some considerable time in France, one having been wounded twice.

Private 37688 Herbert Gladstone Lowe 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Herbert (b.1882, Weaste), a son of Edwin (b.1848, Hulme) and Catherine (b.1850, Hulme)
Edwin Ernest Lowe married Catherine Royle at St. John’s Church in Deansgate in the March quarter of 1870.
In total they had twelve children, the others being,
Frederick (b.1872, Hulme),
Ada (b. 1874, Hulme),
Arthur (b. 1874, Hulme),
Frank (b.1876, Hulme),
Albert (b.1878, Hulme),
Maud (b.1880, Weaste),
Catherine (b.1885, Weaste),
Harry (b.1888, Chorlton),
Ethel (b.1890, Salford),
Nellie (b.1893, Salford),
Emily (b.1895, Salford).
On the 1871 census the family lived at Bonsall Street, Hulme and Edwin was listed as an ‘engraver’
On the 1881 census they lived at Oxford Street, Stretford, Edwin had the same job.
On the census of 1891 the family lived at Goodiers Lane, Salford, Edwin is still an engraver.
On the 1901 census they had moved to Brindleheath Road, Pendleton and Edwin is listed as an ‘engraver to
calico printer’ and he also had an outdoor beer license.
By the 1911 census the family were living at Langworthy Road, Pendleton, Edwin was still an engraver.
Herbert married Margaret Alice Taylor at St. Andrew’s Church Eccles on 20th July 1904
By 1911 they have had two children, both of whom died young.
On that year’s census Herbert and Margaret are living at Old Clough Lane, Walkden and Herbert is now a ‘clerk’
for cotton goods manufacture.
He later worked for Salford Corporation on the tramways from ‘Frederick Road station’
Herbert enlisted into the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
The 2nd battalion were in Dover in August 1914 as part of 12th Brigade, 4th Division and on 20th August 1914 they
landed at Boulogne. On 4th November 1915 they moved with the Brigade to 36th (Ulster) Division.
Arthur joined his battalion in France during July 1915. Then on 3rd February 1916 the battalion returned with the
Brigade to 4th Division. They were involved in several of the battles during the summer and early autumn of 1916
were involved in the Battle of Le Transloy
Herbert was killed in Action during this action
From War Diary 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd October 1916

Herbert, at first was reported as ‘missing’ but later confirmed as ‘killed in action’ during this action
Herbert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Salford Tramways Roll of Honour and Peel Green
Cemetery.

Plot E grave 16563 reads
Herbert Gladstone Lowe (LF’s)
Son of above
Who was reported missing in the Great War
Oct.23rd 1916, aged 34 years
Thy will be done

Salford Tramways Roll of Honour (photo: SWARM)

Private 40315 James Hadcock O’Brien 18th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own)
James H. (b.1891, Patricroft) was the oldest son of James (b.1863, Manchester) and Caroline (b.1866, Swinton).
James O’Brien married Caroline Speakman in Salford during the third quarter of 1889.
They had four other children, Leslie (b.1895, Eccles), Arthur (b.1899, Leeds), Ida (b.1902, Huddersfield) and Elsie
(b.1904, Huddersfield)
The family moved to Yorkshire between 1895 and 1899.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Halifax Old Road, Huddersfield and James is recorded as being a
‘commercial traveller’ in grocery.
On the 1911 census they had moved to Birkby Hall Road, Huddersfield and James still had the same occupation.
By now James H. was working and he was employed as a ‘pupil teacher’ in art.
The following information is mainly from:
Margaret J. Stansfield’s (2014) book ‘Huddersfield's roll of honour: 1914-1922’.
James taught at the Hillhouse United Methodist Church for several years.
His fiancé, Miss Stead was also a teacher at the school.
James was well known in art circles and he had been a student at the Huddersfield Technical College and, later, at the Royal
College of Art. He gained the A.R.C.A. Diploma in June, 1915, and was awarded £10 for the best work of the year. (That would be
worth about £800 today)
He was as a member of the Huddersfield Art Society and was an assistant at the Holmfirth Art School.
Lucy Neville, librarian at the Royal College of Art (RCA) confirms that
‘James was a fee-paying student at the RCA from February 1913 to July 1915.
He was awarded his ARCA (for modelling) in 1915.’
James besides being a well-known painter and sculptor, was a Vatican art restorer contract holder.

James is the young lad in the boater
His father and mother are on his left.
Photo kindly provided by Tony Sosna.
James was his wife’s (Carol) uncle

The 18th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own) was formed in Bradford on 22nd January
1915. In June 1915 the battalion came under orders of 93rd Brigade, 31st Division. During December 1915 the
battalion moved to Egypt to defend the Suez Canal. In March 1916 the 31st Division left Port Said aboard HMT
Briton bound for Marseilles in France. They then travelled by train to Pont Remy, a few miles south east of
Abbeville and marched to Bertrancourt arriving on 29th March 1916. Their first taste of action was at Serre on the
Somme where they suffered heavy casualties as the battle was launched
In October 1916, the battalion was moved back to the Hebuterne area for the closing stages of the battle of the
Somme; an unpopular move which meant revisiting places which held unpleasant memories.
Bus-les-Artois, the site of the battalion’s old billets, is referred to in the diary as ‘a rotten hole which had not
altered a bit although I hoped the Germans would blow it to bits’.
At this time the battalion suffered many casualties from gas shelling, plus a further fifty casualties in the final
attack on 13th November, none of which was helped by ‘rain still the predominating feature of our life’.

War Diary 18th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment 12th & 13th November 1916

There is no further entry in the Diary until 27th November when the 18th W Yorks are in trenches in the Hebuterne
sector.
James was killed in action on 13th November.

Local newspapers (Huddersfield)
A brilliant career cut short
Mr. J. O’Brien of Birkby Hall Road, has received an official intimation that his son, Private J.H. O’Brien of the West Yorkshire
Regiment was killed in action on November 13th.
Private O’Brien was 25 years of age and had been recommended for a commission.
He was a teacher at the Hillhouse United Methodist Church for several years.
The deceased soldier was well known in art circles and at one time was a student of the Huddersfield Technical College and later at
the Royal College of Art. He gained an A.R.C.A. diploma in June 1915 and was awarded the £10 prize for best work of the year. A
member of the Huddersfield Art Society, he held the Woodhead Exhibition and was an assistant at the Holmfirth Art School.

Local newspapers (Eccles)
Former Eccles Co-operator’s son
The death in action is reported of Pte. J.H. O’Brien of the West Yorkshire Regiment, who was born and for several years lived in
Patricroft. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. James O’Brien, now of Huddersfield, who formerly resided in Trafford Road and
Shakespeare Crescent Patricroft and Mr. James O’Brien will be remembered by many co-operators as a member of the Eccles
committee. The deceased soldier was 25 years of age and had been recommended for a commission when he was killed. He was
well known in art circles in the West Riding of Yorkshire, having studied at the Huddersfield Technical College and at the Royal
College of Art He gained the A.R.C.A. diploma in June 1915 and was awarded the £10 prize for best work of the year.
A member of the Huddersfield Art Society, he held the Woodhead Exhibition and was a teacher at the Holmfirth Art School.
For several years he taught in the Sunday School of the United Methodist Church
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial Sailly-au-Bois, on the Rolls of Honour at Fartown and Birkby War
Memorial; Holmfirth Secondary School, Royal College of Arts and Ebenezer United Methodist Free Church,
Liverpool Road, Patricroft.
He is also remembered on the family headstone at Peel Green Cemetery (Eccles)
Memorials on which James is remembered
Fartown and Birkby
near Huddersfield

Ebenezer United Methodist Free Church
Patricroft

The Memorial sculpture at the RCA was by Percy Metcalfe who also served in WW1, but was invalided out of
military service due in injury.
Royal College of Art
London

Family headstone is at Peel Green Cemetery, Eccles
Plot K grave 12597 reads
James Hadcock O’Brien
A.R.C.A.London
Who was killed in France
While serving his country
Nov. 13th 1916
Aged 25 years
Ever in out thoughts

Lance Corporl 27087 James Moore Robinson 8th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
James (b.1883, Eccles) was the youngest son of Henry (b.1846, Manchester) and Jane (b.1848, Richmond)
Henry Robinson married Jane Isabella Aspdin in the fourth quarter of 1871 in Ripon.
They had seven children in total, sadly three died young.
The others, all born in Salford, were John (b.1877), Henry (b.1877) and Ethel (b.1881)
On the 1881 the family were living at Glen Bank House, Byrom Street, Salford and Henery is reported as being a
‘cashier’ at a tobacco manufactures.
On the 1891 census they are at Half Edge Lance, Eccles and Henry is listed as being a ‘tobacco manufacturer’
They are at Lawrel Bank, Pendleton by the 1901 census and Henry has the same occupation.
James, now working, is listed as a ‘salesman’ at a maker of smallwares.
By the 1911 census they have moved to Rocky Lane, Monton and Henry is now a ‘commercial traveller’ and
James has the same occupation.
James enlisted in the 25th Manchester Regiment, which was a reserve battalion, on 30th November 1915.
Some time after 29th August 1916 James was transferred to some time after 29th August 1916 to the 8th Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment
He was action with them at the later part of the fighting at Pozieres and at Ancre Heights
The Battle of the Ancre Heights (a phase of the Battles of the Somme 1916)
On 26th September, 74th Brigade took over a sector of line immediately south of the River Ancre.
The rest of the 25th Division followed (including the 8th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment)
After a series of small scale raids and operations, a major attack was made by the Division on 9th October – in
appalling ground conditions – that captured the northern face of Stuff Redoubt.
German counter attacks were beaten off, before another attack went in to capture “The Mounds” just north of Stuff
Redoubt.
Stuff Redoubt, was due east of the Schwaben Redoubt, was just one of a group of formidable German field
fortifications located in the area north of Thiepval, protecting the crest of the ridge.
A limited British footing in the redoubt had been established on 27th September but it had subsequently proved
impossible to drive out the remaining defenders.
The 10th Cheshire’s of the 25th Division stormed the northern face of the stronghold in the early afternoon of 9th
October; first objectives were reached at 12:42 hours; the entire position was ultimately captured resulting in four
German officers and 123 other ranks taken prisoner.
On the afternoon of 14th October the 8th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (who had relieved the 10th
Cheshire’s) secured a position called 'The Mounds' (to the north of Stuff Redoubt) which had good observation
over Grandcourt. (From WWW.CWGC.org)
James received gun shot wounds on 16th October and was taken to #4 General Hospital at Camies where he died
the following day.
Local newspaper
Monton Lance Corporal’s dearth
The death of Lance Corporal James Moore Robinson, third and youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Robinson of Monton Green has been
officially notified as taken place in hospital in Camies, France on October 17th.
The announcement from the Records Office followed within a day of the receipt of a telegram intimating that he had been admitted
to hospital dangerously ill from gun shot wounds.
Lance Corporal Robinson attested under the ‘Derby’ scheme in November 1915 and was called to the colours April last. He joined
the Loyal North Lancashire regiment and had been in France about two months.
He was 33 years of age and the whole of his business life had been spent in the services of Messers C.H. Eden and Co., Manchester.

James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Etaples, The Rolls of Honour at Eccles Parish Church, St.
Paul’s Church (Monton) and Peel Green Cemetery

Plot K grave 12521 reads
James Moore Robinson
Their youngest son who was
Killed in France Oct. 17th 1916
Aged 33 years

Memorials on which James is remembered
St. Paul’s Church (Monton)

(Photos: SWARM)

Eccles Parish Church

Private 2956 Charles Royle 1st / 5th battalion The Duke of Wellington's West Riding Regiment
Charles (b.1884, Salford) was a son of Thomas (b.1840, Flixton) and Hannah (b. 1845, Flixton)
Thomas Royle married Hannah Barlow at St. Michael’s Church, Flixton, on 16th April 1865.
They had at least eight other children.
The two born in Flixton were Elizabeth (b.1867) and Ralph (b.1869)
Mary (b. 1872) was born in Hulme.
All the other children were born in Salford, Anne (b.1874), Thomas (b.1876), Henry (b.1880),
Frank (b.1881) and Alice born (1886)
On the 1871 census the family lived at Trafford Street in Hulme and Thomas was reported as being a ‘carter’
On the 1881 census the family were at Manchester Street, Salford and Thomas was still a ‘carter’
Still living at Manchester Street at the time of the 1891 census, Thomas was now a ‘railway carter’
On the 1901 census the family are still at Manchester Street, Thomas is still a ‘railway carter’ and Charles, now
working, is recorded as being a ‘mechanical engineer’
Thomas died on 2nd July 1905 aged 65 years and his wife Hannah died on 13th July 1907 aged 62 years
Charles married Ellen Jenkins at Stowell Memorial Church on 27th June 1908
On the 1911 census Charles and Ellen, with children Elsie (b.1909, Manchester) and Harry (b.1911, Salford) are
living at Rothwell Street, Salford. Charles is recorded as being a ‘die setter’ at a wire manufactures.
Charles first joined the colours on 25th June 1901 into the 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
He served with them until 3rd May 1905 when he received a £4 payment as a ‘timer served soldier’
Charles was at Victoria Street, Lindley near Huddersfield when he enlisted on 3rd September 1914 in Huddersfield
in 1st / 5th battalion The Duke of Wellington's West Riding Regiment.
The battalion was formed in August 1914 in Halifax as part of 2nd West Riding Brigade, West Riding Division.
They moved on mobilisation to coastal defences near Hull and Grimsby.
On 5th November 1914 the battalion moved to billets in Doncaster.
On 14th April 1915 the battalion landed at Boulogne.
15th May 1915 they became part of 147th Brigade in 49th (West Riding) Division.
Charles was promoted to Lance Corporal on 5th October 1915.
On 21st January 1916 he contracted a wound to his left which when ‘ulcerous’
He was at first treated at the 12th Causality Clearing Station at Wimereux and 3 days later was sent to the 8th
Stationary Hospital also in Wimereux. His condition was recorded as ‘fairly serious’
He was returned to ‘base’ on 27th February and back to his battalion on 11th March as ‘fit to fight’
On 12th July 1916 he was prompted to ‘Corporal’
During October and November, Charles was involved in many of the actions along the Somme.
He was killed in ‘no man’s land’ on 14th November 1916.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Foncquevillers and Peel Green Cemetery
Plot M grave 18728 reads
Charles (Charlie)
Son of the above
And beloved husband of Ellen Royle
Killed in action 14th November 1916, aged 33 years
His duty nobly done

Private 43810 John Heap Sidebotham 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
John (b.1893, Eccles) was a son of Charles (b.1860, Salford) and Mary Elizabeth (b.1855, Barton)
Charles heap Sidebotham married Mary Elizabeth Newton in Salford during the 4th quarter of 1881.
They had two other children, Mary (b.1883, Eccles) and Annie (b.1885, Salford)
On the1891 census the family are living at Lower Broughton Road, Broughton and Charles is recorded as being a
‘clerk’
Mary Elizabeth died in the 4th quarter of 1894 aged 39 years.
Widower Charles Heap Sidebotham married Eliza Riley at Eccles Parish Church on 12th October 1895.
On the 1901 census they are living at New Lane, Eccles and Charles is listed as being a ‘clerk’ in the cotton trade.
Charles died in the 2nd quarter of 1908 aged 49 years.
On the 1911 census Eliza and her two step daughters are at Joseph Street, Patricroft.
Mary is working as a ‘mantle finisher’ and Annie as a ‘sliver machinist’ in a rope factory.
John is to be found on the shop ‘Cameroon’ anchored in Torbay
John was serving in Royal Navy as ‘boy 2nd class’ on 16th April 1910 and was ‘boy 1st class’ on 2nd August 1910
On 8th March 1911 he signed on to 12 years service with the number J 7915
A later entry on his service record simple states
‘NP 1426/11, to be discharged S.N.L.R. by A.L.N.R. 4700/7
S.N.L.R. means Service No Longer Required
John enlisted in the 2nd / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment on 25th November 1914 in Wigan
The battalion was formed at Wigan during August 1914 as a second line unit.
In November 1914 was placed under command of 199th Brigade in 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division.
They moved to Crowborough in May 1915, went on to Colchester in March 1916.
John married Mabel Gaskell at Southport Wesleyan chapel on 6th March 1915 and they later lived at Nelson
Street, Patricroft
John was drafted into the 18th battalion Manchester Regiment (3rd City Pals) on 20th September 1916 and given
the new service number of ‘43810’
He was killed in action 22 days later on 12th October 1916 as Flers
The villages of Ligny-Thilloy, Thilloy and Le Sars stood on the hills west of the important town of Bapaume and it
was strategically important that the villages were taken.
The 30thDivision were amongst the first to be given the task of achieving this.
On the 12th October, the 18th Manchester’s, along with the 2nd Royal Scots and the 89th Brigade attacked
position.
The villages were defended by German Marines who’s morale had not been affected by the inferno of the Somme
and as the Artillery barrage fell prior to the attack the German’s were seen to leave their trenches and lie in the
open ground a couple of hundred yards to the rear.
As the barrage stopped they rushed back to their positions, manned their machine guns and were ready as the
men watched and waited for the 14:00 hours zero hour.
The men had about 300 yards to go to the German trenches.
It was an impossible task and the men were mowed down by machine gun and artillery fire.
Only a small number of the men, led by 2nd Lieu Trimmer found their way into the German front line but it was
impossible to press home the attack and the survivors sat the rest of the night in shell holes in no mans land. Just
after dawn the men made their way back to the trenches.
Out of 350 men who went over the top the previous afternoon 250 were killed, wounded or missing.
John was on of these.
John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, thePatricroft Steam Shed, Bridgewater Street Rolls of
Honour and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot H grave 11542 (the Gaskell family headstone) reads
Pte. John Heap Sidebotrham
Man Regt.
Who was killed in action & interred
In France Oct. 12th 1916, aged 23 years.

Memorials (photos by: SWARM)
Patricroft Steam Shed

Bridgewater Street

Private 43040 Harry Smith 8th battalion North Staffordshire Regiment
Harry (b.1889, Patricroft) was a son of Jacob (b.1862, Winton) and Henrietta (b.186, Manchester)
Jacob Smith married Henrietta Agnes Chadwick in the third quarter of 1885 in Eccles
They had four other children, all born in Patricroft, Lucy (b.1887), George (b.1888), Fred (b.1895) and Mary
(b.1901)
On the 1891 census they lived at New Lane, Eccles and Jacob was recorded as being an ‘engine fitter’
On the 1901 census the family were at Liverpool Road, Patricroft, Jacob is now recorded as being a ‘mechanic’ at
a newspaper printer’s
By the 1911 census the family were at Seedley Park Road, Salford and Jacob is now recorded as being a ‘rotary
printer’s mechanic’. Harry, now working, is listed as being a ‘letter press printer’
Harry enlisted, in Manchester, on 15th January 1915 into the 4th battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers
On 4th August 1914 the 4th battalion was stationed at Dublin and then moved to Queenstown.
During Oct 1914 it moved to England and stationed at Sittingbourne.
At the end 1915 the battalion returned to Ireland and were stationed at Templemore.
In April 1916 the battalion moved to Mullingar.
Harry was drafted into the 8th battalion North Staffordshire Regiment on 11th July 1916 and given the service
number ‘43040’
After Harry joined them they were involved in actions including the capturing La Boisselle and being involved in
the attacks on High Wood, the battles of Pozieres Ridge, the Ancre Heights and the Ancre.
Ancre attack
57th Infantry Brigade renewed the attack, during a heavy snow storm, on 18th November.
8th Gloucestershire Regiment on the left, 10th Royal Warwickshire in the centre, 8th North Staffordshire
Regiment on the right and 10th Worcestershire Regiment, 'mopping-up' in support of the other three battalions.
Although 8th Gloucestershire Regiment fought their way into the south-western outskirts of the Grandcourt, the 8th
North Staffordshire Regiment, became disorientated by the blizzard and went past their objective.
Where they were cut-off and captured by the Germans, only 175 men returning back to their own lines.
10th Royal Warwickshire in the centre also got lost in the snow, the left companies moving too far left and joining
in with the 8th Gloucestershire Regiment attack on Grandcourt, the right companies being halted by German wire.
On the far left, 56th Infantry Brigade, 7th South Lancashire Regiment and 7th East Lancashire Regiment advanced
along the St Pierre Divion to Grandcourt road.
7th East Lancashire Regiment being halted outside of Baillescourt Farm.
During the afternoon, 9th Cheshire Regiment were ordered up from reserve to support the attack.
They also got lost in the fog and mud, narrowly missing their own barrage and only a few men managed to stage
a perfunctory attack on the trench they did find, being driven off.
Within a few days 8th Gloucestershire Regiment and 7th South Lancashire Regiment were withdrawn from their
advanced positions as the Somme advances halted for the winter.
Harry was killed during this action on 18th November.
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Stump Road (Grandcourt Road Cemetery, France) and at Peel
Green Cemetery
Plot L grave 19135 reads
Pte. Harry Smith
4th batt. North Staffs Regt.
Who was killed in France
Nov 18th 1916, aged 27 years
The beloved son of
Jacob & Harriette Agnes Smith
Friend, death is not the end but a new beginning

Lance Corporal 14948 Aloysius Heaton Swarbrick 7th battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
Aloysius better known as Heaton, was a son of James (b.1849, Kirkham) and Mary (b.1858, Clayton le Moors).
On the 1891 census they are living at the Militia Barracks on Eccles New Road, Salford and James is reported as
being a ‘Police Constable’
On the 1901 census they are at Charlton Avenue, Patricroft and James is reported as being a ‘half keeper’ at a
theatre.
They are still at the same address on the 1911 census and James is now reported as being a ‘retired police
constable’
Heaton, now working, is an apprentice barber
Unsure when Heaton enlisted in the 7th battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment which was formed at
Lancaster in September 1914. It came under command of 56th Brigade, 19th (Western) Division.
The battalion landed in France in July 1915.

October 1916
As a necessary preliminary to Haig's projected autumn offensive, Gough's Reserve Army were required to secure
the Thiepval Ridge and the upper Ancre.
Attempts on the positions were initially made on 1st October, but due to heavy residence and bad weather the
positions were not fully secured.
The 7th KOR Lancaster’s as 19th (Western) Division in II Corps, Reserve Army (Fifth Army from 30th October),
moved into Stuff Trench and Regina Trench, north of Thiepval, and south of Grandcourt, on 24th -25th October.
Heaton was wounded during this action and died on 24th October
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Warloy Baillion
The first Commonwealth burial took place in the communal cemetery in October 1915.
Field ambulances had come to the village in readiness for the attack on the German front line eight kilometres
away, and the extension was begun on the eastern side of the cemetery.
The fighting from July to November 1916 on the northern part of the Somme front accounts for the majority of the
burials in the extension.
Heaton is also remembered at Peel Green Cemetery
Plot C1 grave 6054 reads
Heaton
Son of the above
Who died of wounds in France
Oct. 24th 1916, aged 22 years

Remembered at Swinton Cemetery this quarter

Private 5023 George Alderson ‘A’ battery 61st Brigade Royal Field Artillery
George (b.1893, Wardley Moss) was a son of John (b.1854, Sedgebrook, Lincolnshire) and
Hannah (b.1858, Marske, Yorkshire) Alderson.
John Ralph Alderson married Hannah Featherstone on 28th May 1877, in Liverton, Yorkshire.
They had eleven children, one of whom died young.
Their other sons were Arthur (b.1879), Joseph (b.1883) both born in Farndale, Yorkshire.
John (b.1887), William (b.1889), Albert (b.1895) and Fred (b.1898) were all born in Swinton.
Their daughters were Mary (b.1879, Farndale), Annie (b.1900, Wardley Moss) and Annie (b.1903,
Wardley Moss)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Ewe Hill, Helmsley, Yorkshire.
Father John was reported to be a ‘gamekeeper’ a job he had all his working life.
On the 1891 they had moved to Keepers Cottage, Manchester Road, Worsley.
On the 1901 census, they lived at Wardley Lane, Worsley.
In 1911 the family lived at Wardley Moss, Swinton.
George, who is now working, is recorded as being an ‘iron moulder’
LXI (61st) Howitzer Brigade, Royal Field Artillery served with 1st Division.
The 1st Division was one of the first British formations to proceed to France in August 1914, and fought on the
Western Front throughout the war, taking part in most of the major actions.
In 1914 they were involved in the Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, the Battle of the Marne, the Battle of
the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the Winter Operations of 1914-15.
In 1915 they were in action during the Battle of Aubers and the Battle of Loos.
In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the Somme.
In late October 1916, George’s battery were involved in the fighting near Lesboeufs (France) when he was shot
by a sniper. He later died of his wounds and was buried in the local Cemetery.
Local newspaper
News has been received by his parents of the death of Gunner G. Alderson, who was killed in France on October 29th whilst on duty
in the front line trenches.
He was shot by a sniper and died a few hours later.
Joining the RFA in September 1914, he went out to France a year later and had been through much of the fighting.
Alderson was one of five soldier brothers, sons of Mr. & Mrs. J.H. Alderson, Wardley Moss, Swinton.
He was 24 years of age and before joining the Colours was an iron moulder.
His officer, Captain H. MacDonald, in a letter conveying the sad news, wrote that he was very sorry to lose him, as he had proved to
be one of the best gunners in his battery, and had a cheerful and a willing nature that made him very much liked by all ranks.
His body was brought back and buried in a small cemetery just behind his battery, where a suitable cross was erected by his late
friends. Of his four brothers, one is in France attached to the RFA, one with the Lancashire Fusiliers, one in the ASC Motor
Transport and another with the forces in East Africa.
George is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Guards Cemetery Lesboeufs (France), The Rolls of Honour at
St. Mark’s Church, Swinton, the Anderson Family History Society and Swinton Cemetery
Plot B grave 1373 reads
Their son killed in France
George
Oct. 26th 1916
Aged 24 years

Rifleman 10957 Thomas Henry Brannan 10th battalion King's Royal Rifle Corps
Thomas (b.1889, Pendlebury) was a son of Thomas (1865, Hanley) and Betsy (b.1869, Bolton)
Thomas Brannan married Betsy Ellen Hurst in the December quarter of 1888 in Salford.
They made four other children, all born in Pendlebury, John (b.1891) Charles (b.1893), Michael
(b.1895) and Elizabeth (b.1897)
On the 1891 census they lived at 39, Eaton Street, Pendleton, father Thomas is recorded as
being a ‘coal miner’
On the 1901 census they lived at 50, Eaton Street, and father is still a coal miner.
The family are still living at the same address on the 1911 census and father Thomas is a road clearer under
ground in a coal mine.
.
At the time of enlisting Thomas and his wife lived in Kearsley.
10th battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps was raised at Winchester on 14th September 1914 and joined 59th Brigade,
20th (Light) Division. After training close to home they moved to Blackdown, then in February 1915 to Witley and
to Hamilton Camp near Stonehenge in April for final training.
Thomas enlisted, during March 1915 in Farnworth, with 10th battalion King's Royal Rifle Corps
They proceeded to France on the 21st July 1915, landing at Boulogne and the division concentrating in the SaintOmer area. They moved to the Fleurbaix area for trench familiarisation.
In 1916 they were in action at the the Battle of Mount Sorrel, in which the Division, along with the Canadians,
recaptured the heights.
They were in action on the Somme in the Battle of Delville Wood, the Battle of Guillemont, the Battle of FlersCourcelette, and the Battle of Morval.
The Battle of Le Transloy.
The attack on 1st October was made by 3rd Corps, with support from one division from 15th Corps.
The bombardment began at 07:00 hours on 1st October, along the entire Fourth Army front.
At 15:15 hours the infantry went in.
On the right the 2nd New Zealand Brigade attacked with its left wing, wheeling around its right flank, to bring it into
line with the advance of 3rd Corps.
The New Zealanders ran into machine gun fire, and suffered heavy losses, but captured their targets for the day.
To their left was the 141st Brigade of the 47th Division.
Their attack ran into machine gun fire, and came to a halt.
The two right hand battalions were then helped out by a pair of tanks that came along the line from right to left,
allowing them to capture their objectives.
Close to Eaucourt l’Abbaye, the tanks were ditched, and the leftmost battalion (the 1st /17th London (Poplar and
Stepney) Regiment), was unable to take its objectives.
The next morning the 1st /23rd London Regiment attacked on the same front, but they were repulsed after
suffering 170 casualties.
Finally, at noon on 3rd October patrols discovered that the Germans had abandoned the exposed segment of
trench, and it was occupied
To their left was the 151st Brigade of the 50th Division.
On 1st October they captured the Flers Trench by 21:30hours, despite being held up by the failure on their right.
Finally, the 70th Brigade of 23rd Division ran into stiff resistance but eventually pushed the Germans back and
joined up with the Canadians on their left.
On 7th October 14th Corps made its own attack further to the east (12th, 20th [which included 10th battalion KRRC]
and 56th Divisions). Only the 20th Division made progress on this front, and Thomas was reported ‘missing’ during
this action. (Mainly from: www.historyofwar.org)

Local Newspaper: Pendlebury Rifleman missing
Mrs. Brannan, Eaton Street, Pendlebury is anxiously awaiting further information respecting her husband, Pte. Thos. Brannan, who
is reported by a comrade to be missing.
A message has been sent to Pte. Brannan’s brother, who is in the same regiment (King’s Royal Rifles) and who has been home after
being wounded
“I expect you will know that your brother was a machine gunner. Last time he was in the trenches he was sent out with his gun and
ran up against a patrol during one of Fritz’s bombardment.
The gun team got severely knocked about, and Tom did not return.
A search party failed to find him, so he was reported ‘missing’
We don’t know whether he is a prisoner or killed.
You see I can’t tell you much in a letter, so I leave you to reason it out.
You can partly well guess. If I hear any further news of him, I will let you know”
It is over five weeks since the last letter was received from him.
Enlisting in March last year (1915), he was sent out to France in less than three months afterwards.
He is 28 years of age and before joining the Colours was employed at the Wet Erath Colliery, Clifton.
Later newspaper: Pendlebury Rifleman’s death
The death was recently officially reported of Rifleman Thomas Brannan, formerly of Eaton Street, Pendlebury, a miner employed at
the Wet Earth Colliery in Clifton. His wife has for some time lived at Cross Street, Kearsley. He had previously been reported
missing. The message confirming the worse fears was sent to his brother, in the same regiment, who has been home since being
wounded, “I expect you will know that your brother was a machine gunner. Last time he was in the trenches he was sent out with
his gun and ran up against a patrol during one of Fritz’s bombardment.
The gun team got severely knocked about, and Tom did not return.
A search party failed to find him, so he was reported ‘missing’
We don’t know whether he is a prisoner or killed.
You see I can’t tell you much in a letter, so I leave you to reason it out.
You can partly well guess. If I hear any further news of him, I will let you know”
Brannan joined the colours in March last and within three months had joined his brother in France.
He was 28 years of age and married

Thomas is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Swinton Cemetery
Plot B grave 1170 reads
Thomas son of the above
Killed in France
Oct. 5th 1915
Aged 27 years

Private 17641 Herbert Southern 2nd battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
Herbert (b.1891, Whitwell, Derbyshire) was a son of Thomas (b.1867, Bolton) and Emma (b.1867,
Offerton, Derbyshire)
Emma was Thomas’s second wife.
Thomas Southern married Ellen Smalley at St John’s Church Bolton on 1st January 1887
Ellen died during the third quarter of 1888, in Bolton, aged 21 years
I cannot trace the marriage between Thomas and Emma (unless they did not marry until 1895)
On the 1891 census they were living at Larpit Lane, Whitwell in Derbyshire and Thomas was recorded as being a
‘general labourer’, with them are children, James (b.1888, Bolton) and Herbert (b. 1891, Whitwell, Derbyshire).
Emma, his wife, was reported to have been born in Derbyshire in 1867.
On the 1901 census they are at Dawson Street, Pendlebury, Thomas is now a ‘coal hewer’ and they now have
three other children, Matthew (b.1893 Nottinghamshire), Annie (b.1896, Cheshire) and Emma (b.1898, Cheshire).
James and Herbert are still with the family.
On the 1911 census they are at St. Mary Street, Swinton and Thomas is now working above ground at a colliery
as a ‘check weigher’.
Herbert, now working, is reported as being a ‘Waggoner’ below ground in a colliery.
There three extra children to the family are Lily (b.1902, Pendlebury), Betsy (b.1904. Pendlebury) and Thomas
(b.1911, Pendlebury)
On this census Emma is reported to have been married 21 years and had thirteen children, six of whom died.
Herbert married Alice Robinson in the 3rd quarter of 1912 in the Barton on Irwell registration district
Herbert enlisted in the 2nd battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment during February 1915.
This battalion, landing at le Harve on the 16th of January 1915, they concentrated in the area between Bailleul
and Hazebrouck, being joined by additional Territorial units.
I Herbert joined the battalion in France in the late spring 1915. During the year they were in action in the second
battle of Ypres and the battle of Loos. Herbert joined the battalion in France in the late spring.
On the 19th October 1915 orders were received to prepare to sail and five days later the first units left Marseilles
for Alexandria in Egypt all units (with the exception XXXI and CXLVI Brigades RFA) arrived the by 22nd November
and they went on to Salonika on the 4th January 1916.
Later in the year they were in action during the occupation of Mazirko and the capture of Barakli Jum'a.
While in Salonika Herbert contracted malaria and was in hospital for several weeks, treatment at first in Salonika
and then he was sent to Malta.
He was returned to the front line but was struck down with malaria again and after local treatment was sent home
to England.
He died in Stepping Hill Hospital in Stockport on 2nd October 1916.
Local newspaper
A Pendlebury K.O.R.L.
Private Herbert Southern of Hilton Square, Pendlebury, who died at the Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport had fought in France and
Salonika. He enlisted in February 1915, joining the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, being sent to France after two months
training.He remained there until October of the same year when his battalion was moved to Egypt and later to the Balkan’s theatre
of war.
Here he contracted malarial fever which necessitated a stay of several weeks in a Maltese hospital
When he was thought to have recovered he was sent back again to Salonika but he suffered a relapse and was brought home to
England.
Before enlisting he was employed at the Clifton Hall Colliery.
He was 25 years of age and married and two of his brothers are in the army. One is in France and the other in the Convalescent
Hospital in Blackpool
Herbert is remembered at the Memorials at St. Augustine’s Church, St. Mary’s Church Swinton and at Swinton
Cemetery
Memorials

St. Augustine’s Church

St. Mary’s Church Swinton

Photos by SWARM

Herbert has a CWGC headstone at Swinton Cemetery
Plot C grave 1465 reads
17641 Private
H. Southern
Royal Lancaster Regiment
28th October 1916
Aged 25

Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter….part 1

Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter….part 2

Private DM2-179756 Gawin Herdman Carter Mechanical Transport company Army Service Corps
Garwin (b.1888, Liverpool) was the oldest son of Gawin (b. 1862, Liverpool) and Louise (b.1864, London)
Gawin Herdman Carter married Laura Louise Sarah Elizabeth Collin in September quarter 1885, in West Derby,
Liverpool.
They had another son Stanley John (b. 1890, Liverpool), another child died young.
On the 1891 census they lived at Smollett Street, West Derby, Liverpool and Gawin senior was reported as being
a ‘timber measurer’
On the 1901 census the family are at Douglas Avenue, Salford and Gawin snr, as a ‘clerk in the timber trade’
Gawin died on January 15th 1909, aged 47 years
On the 1911 census the family lived at Granville Street, Monton and young Gawin is reported at being a ‘shipping
traffic canvasser’
Gawin enlisted with the Army Service Corps and ended up in East Africa.
He died there on 8th October 1916, probably from illness.
He is buried at Voi Cemetery which is a small town approximately 160 kilometres from Mombasa and is just north
of the main highway between Nairobi and Mombasa.
Voi became a hospital centre early in 1916.
In the period August 1915 to December 1917, 100 burials were made in the cemetery.
Gawin is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Voi (Kenya) and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot L grave 1018 reads
Their beloved and eldest son
Pte. Gawin Herdman Carter M.T.A.S.C.
Who died on active service
At Voi, British East Africa
Oct. 8rh 1916
Aged 28 years

Private 27099 Arthur Acton 2nd battalion Border Regiment
Arthur (b. 1899, Salford) was a son of William (b.1861, Alderley Edge) and Emma (b.1871, Salford) Acton.
William Acton married Emma Makin, a widow, at Christ Church, Salford on 22nd November 1897.
Emma’s father is recorded as being ‘William Morris a deceased corn dealer’ and William is recorded as being a
‘lurry driver’
Emma had three children from her previous marriage, one died young.
William and Emma had two other children, William (b.1904, Salford) and David (b.1907, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Cooper Street, Salford and by 1911 they were at Kent Place, Salford and
William is reported as being a ‘carter’ of general goods.
Arthur is recorded as being at school
Not sure when but Arthur first enlisted as Private 3897 in the Lancashire Fusiliers and was at some time
transferred to the 2nd battalion Border Regiment
The 2nd battalion Border Regiment were based at Pembroke Dock when war broke out in August 1914.
On the 5th September they moved to Lyndhurst to join 20th Brigade in 7th Division.
They landed at Zeebrugge on 6th October 1914 ready for action on the Western Front.
They saw action in The First Battle of Ypres at the end of 1914 and in 1915 were in action at the Battle of Neuve
Chapelle, the Battle of Aubers, the Battle of Festubert, the second action of Givenchy, and the Battle of Loos.
In 1916 they moved to the Somme and were in action at Mametz, the Battle of Bazentin and the attacks on High
Wood, The Battle of Delville Wood, The Battle of Guillemont and Operations on the Ancre
War Diary 2nd battalion Border Regiment October 1916
October 1st: The battalion proceeded to trenches Le Touquet, Left Sub Sector, relieving 8th Bn Devons Regt.
On arrival the battalion was distributed as follows:Firing Line: U28aa27 (left) to C4a65.00 (Right).
Right: - ‘D’ company. Centre: - ‘A’ company. Left: - ‘B’ company. Lancashire Support Farm: - ‘C’ company.
Despierre Farm: - Battalion Headquarters.
The 20th Bn Manchester Regt were on the left of the battalion and 9th Devons on the right.
There was little activity on either side during the day.
October 2nd: – During the morning a few trench mortars were fired at the flank fire companies.
Our Trench Mortars retaliated.
A sniper was accounted for by the centre fire company during the afternoon.
Machine Gun and sniping fire was normal during the night.
Much work was done in repairing the trenches.
Casualties 1 wounded and 1 killed [CWGC list two]
ACTON, A. Private 27099 Age: 18 Tancrez Farm Cemetery.
Son of Mrs. Emma Acton, of 28, Anderson St., Salford, Manchester.
GILL, R .J. Private 21479 Age: 21 Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord.
Son of Richard James and Margaret Gill, of Cowan Bridge, Carnforth. Lancs.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Tancrez Farm (Belgium), The Roll of Honour at St. Philips Church,
Salford and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot M grave 532 reads
Pte. Arthur Acton
Killed in France Oct. 2nd 1916
Aged 18 years
One of the best

Private 14774 Tom Atkinson 122nd Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)
Tom (b.1880, Salford) was a son of Tom (b.1856, Manchester) and Mary (b.1858, Blyton, Lincolnshire) Atkinson.
They had six other children, Walter (b.1879, Crumpsall), Annie (b.1882, Weaste), Harry (b. 1884, Weaste), Mary
(b.1887, Salford), John (b.1890, Salford) and Dorothy (b.1894, Salford)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Peabody Street, Pendlebury and father Tom as recorded as being a
‘shoeing smith’
On the 1891 census they are at Friswell Street, Pendleton and father Tom is now recorded as being a ‘blacksmith’
On the 1901 census the family are at Bridson Street, Pendleton and father Tom is a ‘shoeing smith’ again
His son Tom is also recorded as being a ‘shoeing smith’
By the 1911 census the family are at Myrtle Grove, Pendleton.
Father and son Tom are still working as a ‘shoeing smith’
Young Tom first tried to enlist the army in 1901, at the time of the Boer Wars in Africa.
He was rejected from joining the 3rd battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers Regiment because of his size.
However he was successfully joined the Royal Horse & Field Artillery, on 13th July 1901, where his skills as a
blacksmith / shoeing smith would no doubt be very useful.
At the outbreak of War Tom joined the Manchester Regiment with the service number of 32349 on 17th January
1916. At a later date he was transferred to the Machine Gun Corps.
The 122nd Machine Gun Company joined, 122nd Brigade, 41st Division in May 1916.
They were in action at the battle of Flers-Courcelette and the battle of the Transloy Ridges on the Somme.
The battle of the Transloy Ridges represented 4th Army's part in this grand design, and its constituent costly
attacks were intended to coincide with simultaneous advances by the reserve Army planned for early October.
The fighting took place during worsening weather and dreadful battlefield conditions.
4th Army's objectives necessitated, as a preliminary, the taking of Eaucourt L'Abbaye and an advance on 3rd
Corps entire front was launched, after a seven-hour bombardment, at 15:15 hours on 1st October.
The attack met fierce German resistance and it was not until the afternoon of 3rd October that the objectives were
secured.
Rawlinson's follow-up attack was delayed by atrocious weather.
Starting at 113:45 hours on 7th October the advance involved six divisions and resulted in heavy British casualties
and little success except for 23rd Division's capture of Le Sars.
(From: www.cwgc.org/the-somme/battle-of-the-somme/le-transloy)
Tom was killed in this action on 7th October
Tom is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot 32 grave 1878 reads
In Loving Memory of
Pte. Tom Atkinson
Killed in action in France
Oct. 7th 1916, aged 37 years
Beloved son of
Tom & Mary A. Atkinson

Local Newspaper.
Private Tom Atkinson was killed in action on October 7th.
He was in the Machine Gun Corps.
He enlisted on January 17th 1916 and went to France on May 16th.
As a lad he attended St. Luke’s Day and Sunday schools, was a member of the Church
Lads Brigade and an old volunteer belonging to the Salford Volunteers (Lancashire
Fusiliers).
He working in partnership with his father at the Borough Shoeing Forge, Weaste,
where he was well known, having resided in that district all his life.
His age is 37 years.
He had lived at Myrtle Grove, Weaste, with his parents.
He was one of three brothers serving in the army.

Private 6714 John Bancroft, 9th platoon ‘C’ company 16th battalion Manchester Regiment (1st City Pals)
John (b.1896, Salford) was the oldest son of John (b.1863, Manchester) and Dinah (b.1866, Manchester).
John Bancroft married Dinah Reynolds at St. Simon’s church in the June quarter of 1890.
They had seven children, all born in Salford, were, Florence (b.1893), Bertha May (b.1897), Ernest (b.1899),
Doris (b.19013) and May (b.1906)
Another son, Thomas, died on 1st June 1901, aged 12 weeks.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Lowcock Street, Broughton.
John’s occupation is recorded as ‘pattern card maker’ a job he had all his working life.
On the 1901 census they had moved to Sussex Street, Broughton.
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Grosvenor Square, Broughton.
Young John is reported as being a ‘clerk at a Manchester shippers’
His low service number indicates that John enlisted the 1st City Pals during September 1914.
The 16th battalion Manchester Regiment was the first of the City battalions to be raised.
Formed in Manchester on the 31st August 1914, by the Lord Mayor and the major cotton producers of the City,
notably The Fine Spinners Ass Ltd., J & N Phillip and Co., Tootal Broadhurst Lee and Co Ltd and formed by the
clerks and warehousemen of Manchester
The battalion went into camp at Heaton Park in September, and in April 1915 moved to Belton Park, Grantham as
part of the 90th Brigade, 30th Division.
On the 29th August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office.
In September 1915 the battalion moved into Larkhill Camp, Salisbury, where training continued
On 6th November 1915, the battalion set off from Larkhill and entrained to Folkstone, they landed at Boulogne and
proceeded Pont Remy and then on to St Ricquier, where they were billeted.
On the 17th November the men continued their trek vis Brucamps, St Ouen, Flesselles and Villers Bocage, from
there they marched to Hebuterne to enter the war and received their first casulties.
They were trained in trench warfare by the Gloucester and Worcester regiments during the early part of
December, before marching to Louvencourt on the 14th December.
Christmas was spent at Bonneville, when a fire started in a farm building, the battalion spent the night fire-fighting
with the locals.
In January 1916 the 30th Division was ordered to the Somme area and the 1st City Pals moved to Suzanne, which
was a billeting area for the Maricourt area.
Until July the battalion went the round of Suzanne- Marricourt, Maricourt -Suzanne except for short spells of
training behind the lines, working with the 17th battalion doing the opposite 'shift' in miserable trenches with no
dug-outs and only a few bomb proof shelters.
The training for the spring offensive was essential but not always appreciated
From the 16th battalion history
“After an imaginary tot of rum we goes over an imaginary top and attacks an imaginary enemy.
What I want to know is why is- Why the 'ell we can't imagine the whole bloody lots over and jimmy off 'ome?"
During this time the battalion suffered casualties on a regular basis from German artillery and raids and retaliation
was organised by the British troops by way of Stokes and Heavy mortars and raids were organised.
(From www.themanchesters.org)
After being involved in several battles during the summer John and the 1st City Pals by, 11th October, had been
moved to north of Flers and was held in reserve for an attack involving the whole of XV Corps, which was to
attack with 30th Division in the centre; 12th Division on its right and 9th Division of III Corps on the left, lead by 2nd
battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers and 17th & 18th battalions Manchester Regiment

12th October 1916 Major Whitehead’s official report to Brigade stated that
“At 14:05 hours, the first wave advanced in good order. The enemy immediately opened a heavy machine gun fire on my right flank
company, at the same time sending up red rocket signals to his artillery, which was immediately followed by a heavy artillery
barrage on our front line and support trenches and Battalion HQ in Gird Trench, cutting our telephone wire in several places and to
such an extent that despite every endeavour put forth by my linesman, I was unable to get in touch with you until about
18:30hours".

An NCO (not named) subsequently wrote:“Practically no shells dropped either in or in front of our advanced line, but as their artillery barrage commenced, a machine gun
barrage was also put up.
It was so heavy that I can only compare the sound of bullets striking the parapet to the rattle of a side drum.
Our men went over in four waves, but they were at once checked by the machine gun fire and I think none of them got beyond 20
yards from our line. Each wave seemed to be swallowed up in turn as it went over.
Only a few wounded got back before dark.”
On 12th October at about 18:30 hours, the 16th battalion took over the front line trenches, the 17th Manchesters
going into support in Gird Support Trench.
By 22:30 hours 15th October, the 17th battalion had been relieved by 2nd battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The attack was acknowledged to be a failure with the loss of 12 officers and 213 other ranks (of whom 59 were
fatalities).
Major Whitehead, 17th battalion Manchester’s, concluded his report
“While regretting the circumstances which were the cause of the failure to seize and hold our objectives, may I point out that out
of 12 Company officers who led men into action, seven were killed and five wounded; that the NCOs found themselves face to face
with a situation which has seldom occurred in the whole history of the British Army and for which their short and hurried training
rendered them unsuited and unprepared.”
(From www.hellfirecorner.co.uk)
John was killed in this action on 14th October
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Rolls of Honour at Church of Ascension, Sussex St,
Wesleyan School, (Both in Broughton) and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot G grave 115 reads
Their beloved son
John Bancroft (1st City Pals)
Killed in France
Oct. 14th 1916, aged 21 years

Church of Ascension
Photo: SWARM

Sussex Street
Wesleyan Day School
Photo: SWARM

Private 49022 George Barlow 17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
George (b. 1897, Salford*) was the only son of William (b.1868, Hulme) and Lydia (b. 1864, Holberk, Leeds)
William Barlow married Lydia Waddington at St. Paul’s, Hulme during the March quarter of 1895.
They had one other child; Madeline Harriet was born in 1900 in Salford.
* The CWGC and Lancashire Fusiliers quote his birthplace as ‘Lancaster’
On the 1901 census the family lived at West Stanley Street, Salford and William was a ‘butcher’
By 1911 they lived at Bigland Street, Salford and William is recorded as being a dock labourer’.
George is employed as an ‘moulder apprentice’ at an iron foundry.
George enlisted in September 1914, into 7th platoon ‘B’ company Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals) and
served as Private 10346 George Barlow.
Some time later he was transferred to the 17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment, where he served as Private
49022 George Barlow, probably in a ‘draft’ to replace ‘fallen men’
Unable to find when George changed Regiments so I’ve only included the action that leads to his death.
From the 17th battalion Royal Liverpool Regiment War Diary 21st December 1916.

George was one of those missing; he was later reported killed on this date.

George is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot L grave 1077 reads
Pte. George Barlow Kings Lpools
And beloved son of above, reported missing
Dec. 21st 1916, aged 20 years

Private 37803 Thomas Bateson ‘D’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Regiment
Thomas (b.1892, Salford) was a son of Ralph (b.1862, Wigand) and Catherine (b. 1869, Manchester).
Ralph Bateson married Catherine Medcalfe in Salford during the September quarter of 1889.
They had seven other children, three of whom died young.
Their other son was Harry (b.1904) and their daughters were Ethel (b.1896), Elie, (b.1899) and Catherine
(b.1905). All these children were born in Pendlebury.
On the census of 1891 they were living at Belfort Street, Salford with Catherine’s dad.
Father Ralph was recorded as being a ‘cotton factory operative’
The census show a son, Ralph, who sadly died in the June quarter of 1891.
On the 1901 census they are at Florin Street, Pendleton and Ralph is now recorded as being ‘stripper and grinder’
in a cotton mill.
Ralph died on 26th June 1907 aged 46 years
On the 1911 census the family are at Clifton Street, Salford and the head of the house is Catherine, a widow, who
is working as a weaver. Thomas is recorded as being a ‘maker up’ in a cotton mill
Some time later Thomas moved to work for the Ship canal Company.
Not sure when he enlisted into the 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford Pals), his service number may
indicate he joined them quite late.
The 3rd Salford Pals battalion was raised in Salford on the 15th January 1915, by Mr Montague Barlow MP and the
Salford Brigade Committee.
They began training near home and in March they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
On the 5th January 1916 they transferred to 14th Brigade still with 32nd Division.
They were in the action at Thiepval Ridge on the Somme 1st July 1916; the battle resulted in the Salford Pals
being almost wiped out.
On the 29th July 1916 they transferred to GHQ and converted to be a Pioneer Battalion, joining 49th West Riding)
Division on the 7th August.
From War Diary 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
21 November 1916:
Souastre ~ Holiday for ‘A’ & ‘D’ Companies.
Anniversary of the Battalion’s embarkation for France.
22nd November 1916: Companies did usual work.
Two Lewis Guns and teams (‘A’ & ‘B’ Coys) sent to BIENVILLERS to form an anti-aircraft detachment with 146th Bde MGC.
23rd November 1916: Fire at Souastre in the WR Billets, extinguished by us.
Souastre camp is behind our lines and about three miles from the village before St Amand, were there are huts
and chance to have a bath. Souastre is usually full of troops and is quite busy.
However there is a chance of shelling and sniper fire
Thomas was probably killed in the ‘fire’ at Souastre on 23rd November.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Beaumont Hamel, The Rolls of Honour at Salford Lads Club, The
Ship Canal Company and at Weaste cemetery.
Plot K grave 474 reads
Thomas their son
Killed in action in France
Nov. 23rd 1916, aged 24 years

Private 33584 Samuel Beresford 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Joseph Samuel (b.1895, Pendleton) was a son of Samuel (b.1856, Salford) and Mary Ann (b.1857, Pendleton)
Samuel Beresford married Mary Ann Bush on 4th October 1875 at Eccles Parish Church.
Their other children, all born in Pendleton were Annie (b.1877), Mary Ann (b.1881), Emily (b.1883), Rose
(b.1885), Ethel (b.1891) and Bertha (b.1899). Two other children died young
Joseph Samuel was better known as ‘Sam’
On the 1891 census the family lived at Mabury Street, Pendleton and father Samuel is reported as being a ‘carter
contractor’
Samuel died on June 7th 1916, aged 42.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Brindle heath Road, Pendleton
On the 1911 census they lived at Maybury Street, Pendleton and Sam is reported to be a ‘grocers assistant’
11th battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers was raised at Codford in October 1914 and joined 74th Brigade, 25th Division.
The Division assembled for training in the area around Salisbury.
They proceeded to France on the 25th September 1915, landing at Boulogne and the division concentrated in the
area of Nieppe.
Judging by Sam’s service number he may have enlisted after 1st January 1916.
The 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May
1916. They then moved to The Somme and joined the Battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade making a
costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July. The Division was in action at the Battle of Bazentin, the Battle of
Pozieres and the Battle of the Ancre Heights
Sam was wounded on ones of these later actions.
The fact that he died in France may indicate he was wounded during the battle of the Ancre Heights which started
on 1st October. Sam died of his wounds on 8th October.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Contay, The Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, St. Ann’s
church and Weaste Cemetery.
Local newspaper
Private Sam Beresford; Lancashire Fusiliers who joined the Army five months ago and had only been in France six weeks, died of
wounds on 7th October.
Private Beresford was 21 years of age and formerly resided at Sharp Street, Pendleton. He was educated at St. Ann’s Day and
Sunday school, Brindleheath and was a member of the Harriers Club.
He was employed by the Pendleton Co-operative Society in the grocery department

Plot F grave 1380 reads
Samuel Beresford
Son of above
Died of wounds received in France
Oct. 7th 1916, aged 20 years

St Annes Brindleheath
Photo: SWARM

Private 2874 Percy Bolton 30th battalion Australian Infantry
Percy (b.1889, Salford) was the only child of James (b.1865, Bolton) and Elizabeth (b.1867, Salford)
James Bolton married Elizabeth Edwards at Christ Church, Salford, on Christmas Say 1886.
On the 1891 census they lived at Brownbill Street, Salford and James was reported as being a ‘bleachers porter’
James died on February 18th 1901, aged 36.
On the 1901 census the family are at Brewer Street, Salford.
On 31st January 1903, Elizabeth married Thomas Edward Lancashire at Stowell Memorial Church.
On the 1911 census the family are living at Goodiers Lane, Salford.
Percy and his step-father, Thomas are both recorded as being ‘packer hydraulic’ at a yarn warehouse
On the 23rd June 1911, Percy set sail from London aboard the ship ‘Omrah’ bound for Sydney in Australia.
On the passenger list his occupation is reported as being a ‘plumber’
Percy enlisted, in Marrickville, a suburb of Sydney, on 16th January 1916.
He joined the 30th battalion Australian Imperial Forces
The 30th battalion was raised as part of the 8thBrigade at Liverpool in New South Wales in August 1915.
Most of its recruits hailed from the Newcastle region and other parts of country New South Wales, but almost an
entire company was composed of former RAN ratings from Victoria.
The 8th Brigade joined the newly raised 5th Australian Division in Egypt and proceeded to France, destined for the
Western Front, in June 1916.
The 30th battalion's first major battle was at Fromelles on 19th July 1916.
It was tasked with providing carrying parties for supplies and ammunition but was soon drawn into the vicious
fighting. Following Fromelles, the battalion was rotated in and out of the front line along with others in the brigade,
but played no major offensive role for the rest of the year.
From the War Diary: 30th battalion Australian Infantry November 1st 1916.

Percy was killed in action on 31st October so he must be one of the 2 O.R’s killed, reported above

Percy is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Bulls Road, Flers; Hall of Memory at the Australian War
Memorial, Canberra and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot H grave 845 reads
Pte. Percy Bolton A.I.F.
Their beloved son
Killed in France Oct. 31st 1916
Aged 27 years
He died doing his duty.

Manchester Evening News: 11th November 1916 and 31st October 1917

Private 27422 George Carr 7th battalion King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
George (b.1984, Salford) was a son of John and Mary Jane.
John Carr married Mary Jane Williamson at St. Simon’s Church, Salford in the March quarter of
1871.
In total they had fifteen children, nine of whom died.
The other five surviving children were Thomas (b.1880, Manchester), Isabella (b.1875, Salford),
Martha (b.1882, Salford) John (b.18990, Salford) and James (b.1898, Salford)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Fosters Wood, Pendleton and John is recorded as being a ‘calico finisher
dyer’
On the 1891 census the family are now living at Higher West Street, Pendleton and John is now a ‘cloth finisher’
By the 1901 census they are at Humber Street, Pendleton and John is now a ‘tracing cloth finisher’
On the 1911 census the family are At Church Avenue, Pendleton and John is now a ‘calanderman Foreman’
George is reported to be a ‘junior clerk’ in the office of Winterbottom’s Book Cloth works in Weaste.
George enlisted in the 7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers on 20th November 1915 in Salford
He arrived in France, at Boulogne on 9th September 1915.
He was sent home to England ill during May 1916.
On 10th May 1916 he was admitted to the Canadian Hospital at Bramshott suffering with influenza
The hospital, In Hampshire was opened caring for those soldiers who were sick, succumbing to changes in
climate and exposure to different viruses and bacteria.
The wars wounded also were brought here to be tended.
He was in hospital for 43 days, being discharge on 21st June
On 10th September he arrived at Etaples, France.
On 20th September he was transferred to the 7th battalion KORL regiment with the service number 27422

Part of George’s service record

On 3rd November, Major-General Rudolph Cavan the XIV Corps commander wrote to Rawlinson, objecting to the
renewal of attacks on Le Transloy, having already lost 5,320 casualties.
Rawlinson informed Haig that he was going to limit the next attack, which led to a conference at Fourth Army
headquarters on 4th November, attended by Haig and General Ferdinand Foch.
Haig explained that the on 3rd November, Major-General Rudolph Cavan the XIV Corps commander, wrote to
Rawlinson, objecting to the renewal of attacks on Le Transloy, having already lost 5,320 casualties.
Rawlinson informed Haig that he was going to limit the next attack, which led to a conference at Fourth Army
headquarters on 4th November, attended by Haig and General Ferdinand Foch. Haig explained that the Fourth
Army would be attacking at other points on 5th November and Cavan agreed to make certain that the French left
flank was protected.
On 6th November, Rawlinson announced that the Fifth Army operation due in the Ancre valley had been reduced
and that the Fourth Army would conduct "modified operations", intended to stop the Germans moving troops from
Francewould be attacking at other points on 5th November and Cavan agreed to make certain that the French left
flank was protected.
The 7th battalion King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment was part of the 4th Army and George was killed during the
action of 7th November
George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Stump Road, Grandcourt (France) and Weaste Cemetery

Plot F grave 1380 reads
George Carr K.O.R.L.
Beloved son of above
Fell in action in France
Nov. 7th 1916 aged
23 years

Manchester Evening News 28th November 1916

Manchester Evening News 7th November 1917

Private 12419 Richard Clarke 2nd platoon ‘A’ company16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Richard (b.1887, Salford) was a son of Walter (b.1851, Salford) and Elizabeth (b.1852, Liverpool)
Walter married Elizabeth Ann Burgess at St. Bartholomew’s Church, Salford on 1st January 1873.
They had, at lease, three other children, Eliza (b.1881) James (b.1884) and John (b. 1889) all born in Salford.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Tontine Street, Salford.
Walter is employed as a labourer in an iron foundry.
Also on the census is Sarah who is recorded as a twin of Eliza.
On the 1891 census they live at Brassington Street, Salford.
Walter is now employed as a ‘core maker’
Walter died in the December quarter of 1895
Elizabeth Ann married William Bold on 26th August 1899, at Christ Church, Salford
William died in the December quarter of 1900, aged 48 years
On the 1901 census widow Elizabeth A. Bold and three of her children are living at Tontine Street, Salford next
door to where they lived in 1881. She is recorded as being a ‘retired charwoman’ and Richard as a ‘chemist’s
errand boy’
Richard enlisted with the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals) in 1914
Richard married Annie Edwards on 25th September 1915 at St. Cyprian’s Church, Salford.
The 16th battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers were known as the 2nd Salford Pals.
They began training at Heaton Park and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at
Prees Heath.
The Prees Heath camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to
Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on 22nd November 1915.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on the Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the
Salford Pals being almost wiped out.
Richard survived this action. The battalion was re-enforced with a large draft of new men

War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd November 1916

Richard was reported as ‘missing’ and later as ‘died’ on 22nd November 1916, the War Diary for that date says

Richard is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot J grave 1328 reads
Pte. Richard Clarke 16th L.F
Beloved husband of Annie Clarke
Killed in France Nov. 22nd 1916 aged 29 years
Till we meet again

Private 32999 William Clarence Constable 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment
William (b. 1892, Salford) was a son of William (b. 1857, Methwold, Norfolk) and Christiana (b. 1859, Methwold)
William Wright Constable married Christiana Bell in Salford during the June quarter of 1885.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Stretford Road, Hulme and William C. is reported as being a ‘carter’
Also on the census is a daughter Ada who was born in 1877 in Methwold.
On the 1901 census they are at Rosamond Street West, Chorlton and William C. is recorded as being a ‘bird
dealer’
William joined the 7th City Pals late 1915 or early 1916.
The 22nd battalion, Manchester Regiment (7th City) was raised in Manchester during November 1914.
They moved to Morecambe for training in January 1915 and in April joined 91st Brigade, 30th Division at
Grantham. They moved to Larkhill, Salisbury Plain for final training in September 1915 and proceeded to France
in early November, landing at Boulogne.
On the 20th December 1915 91st Brigade transferred to 7th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the battles of the Somme, including the capture Mametz, the Battle of Bazentin,
the attacks on High Wood, the Battle of Delville Wood, the Battle of Guillemont and the Operations on the Ancre.
On 13th December the 21st Manchester’s were in the trenches at Mailly Mailet
War Diary 21st Manchester 9th -14th December 1916

William is reported to have ‘died’ on 13th December – probably one of those who died from exposure
William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Manchester Evening News 11th January 1917
Plot G grave 212 reads
William C.
Son of
Christina & W. Constable
Who died in France
Dec. 12th 1916, aged 23 years

Manchester Evening News 13th December 1917

Private 39394 Alfred Cotton 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Alfred (b.1886) was a son of Alfred (b.1856) and Alice (b.1856)
Alfred Cotton married Alice Jobson on 12th May 1878 at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford.
They had twelve children in total, only one died young.
The other children were Eliza (b.1779), Marta (b.1881), Elizabeth (b.1883), Ester (b.1884), Robert (b.1888), Annie
(b.1890), Thomas (b.1895), Bertha (b.1897), William (b.1898), and James (b.1900)
Both parents and all the children were born in Salford.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Bright Street, Salford and father Alfred was reported to be ‘carpenter’
On the 1891 census they were at Dalton Street, Salford and father is know a ‘ship’s carpenter’
Sadly Alfred died on 4th December 1900 aged 44 years.
On the 1901 census, widow Alice and her all her children were living at Oxford Street, Salford.
Alfred, now working, is an ‘apprentice fitter’.
The four older girls are all working.
Alice married Joseph Thompson at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 3rd November 1906.
On the 1911 census the family are living at Doddington Street, Salford.
Alfred is now a ‘labourer cable weaver’.
Alfred married Sarah Redfern on 7th March 1915 at St. Ambrose’s Church Salford
They had two children, Alfred, who sadly died in the June quarter of 1914, the same period he was born and
Sarah (b.1915). The family lived at Sunnyside Street Ordsall.
With such a high service number Alfred probably enlisted in early 1916.
Alfred died of wounds on 23rd November 1916, so he would have been involved in the action of 19th – 23rd
November
War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 17th – 23rd November 1916

Alfred was killed during this action.

Alfred is remembered on CWGC Memorial at Bertrancourt Military Cemetery and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot L grave 220 reads
Pte. Alfred Cotton Lan. Fus.
Their beloved son
Killed in action in France
Nov. 23rd 1916, aged 31 years

Private 11778 William Cotton 6th platoon ‘B’ 19th battalion Manchester Regiment. (‘4th City Pals’)
William (b. 1892) was a son of William and Grace.
William married Grace Gaddes at St. Simon’s Church, Salford in 1890
They had seven children in total, two died young.
The other children were Gladys (b.1894), James (b.1896), Norman (b.1904) and Frank (b.1911)
All the children and parents were born in Salford.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Cook Street, Pendleton and William was reported as being a ‘conditioner
in a blacksmiths’
On the 1901 census they are at the same address, William is now a ‘mangler in cotton bleaching’ and Grace is
reported as a ‘waterproof garment maker’
On the 1911 census they are at Milnsthorpe Street, Pendleton, father has the same job and Grace is no longer
working and son William is a ‘maker up in a cotton warehouse’
William enlisted on 7th September 1914 in 4th City Manchester Regiment.
He was just less than 6 feet tall, which was well above the average for the time.
The 19th (4th City) battalion, Manchester Regiment was raised in Manchester in August 1914.
Initially they trained at Heaton Park but moved in April 1915 to Belton Park, where they joined 90th Brigade, 30th
Division. They then moved to Larkhill camp in September 1915 for final training and proceeded to France on the
6th November 1915, concentrating near Amiens.
On the 21st December they transferred to 21st Brigade, still with 30th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battle of the Somme, in which the Division captured Montauban
On 26th June 1915 he was ‘fined’ 1 days pay for overstaying a pass
On 1st August 1915 he was again fined a days pay for the same offence
On 14th November 1915, William was ‘fined’ 3 days pay for losing a piece of kit.
On the 6th January the battalion marched to Bray where it was met by guides and taken to Bronfay farm.
Three companies (of men) were billeted in Billon wood and the battalion supplied working parties.
On the 8th, the battalion took its place in the line, relieving the 14th Warwick’s in the Carnoy trenches.
They remained there until the 12th when they were relieved by the 19th Kings Liverpool Regiment.
The men marched to Bray where they were billeted until the 16th when they were once again back in the trenches.
The enemy were more active around this time and a good deal of shrapnel started to fall on the front line
trenches. It was during this tour that the Battalion suffered its first battle Casualty when, on the 19th January,
12599, Private Matthew White of ‘A’ company was killed by what the battalion War Diary Described as a “chance
bullet”.
Matthew White was the Son of Harry and Amelia White of 14, Louisa Street, Miles Platting.
He is buried in Carnoy Military Cemetery.
The Battalion alternated between billets at Bray and the Carnoy trenches until the 7th March.
There was intermittent shelling during most of this period and the battalion lost over 20 Men killed and a good
number injured. The men spent most of their time cleaning and improving the trenches which were in a
particularly bad condition, the mud being indescribable.
On the 7th March the Battalion moved to Bois des Tailles where it remained until the 14th when it moved to Corbie.
The following day, the battalion moved to Frechencourt where it remained until the 29th providing working parties
for the light railway being constructed for the approaching battles.
For the next month, the Battalion alternated between Corbie, Bray and the Carnoy defences providing work
parties and carrying out training.
In mid April he was admitted, suffering from influenza, to the 96th Field Hospital for a week and then returned to
duty but by the end of the month he was ill again.
In early May 1916, William was sent to hospital in England.
He was sent to Wandsworth Hospital in London suffering from ‘bronchitis’ arriving there on 3rd May.
He remained in hospital until he was transferred to Orchard Convalescent Home in Dartford on 8th June.
He was discharged, as being fit for duty, on 29th July and was granted a ‘furlough’ until 7th August to go home.

Not sure if William did return to ‘duty’ but he died at home on Christmas Eve 1916

William is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot G grave 1818 (CWGC headstone) reads
11778 Private
W. Cotton
Manchester Regiment
24th December 1916

Private 17475 Robert Arthur Crean, 2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Volunteers)
Robert (b.1889) was a son of Alexander and Elizabeth.
Mother and son were born in Manchester whilst father was born in Salford.
Alexander married Elizabeth Sargeant at St. Philip’s Church, Hulme on 5th June 1881
In total they had twelve children, sadly seven died young.
The others were Annie (b.1887) Frances (b.1896), Emily (b.1898) and Harriet (b.1902)
All the girls were born in Salford, except Harriet who was born in Sheffield.
On the 1891 census the family were at Hatton Street, Broughton and Alexander was an ‘engine fitter’
On the 1901 census the family at living at Dunfields Sheffield and Alexander is doing the same job.
By 1911 they had move back to Salford, living at Brazil Street, Broughton.
Alexander is reported as being a ‘steam engine fitter’ and Robert as a ‘dyer’ at a velvet works
Robert enlisted on 29th March 1915 with the South Lancashire Regiment
During training Robert was admitted to the Central Hospital at Lichfield, on 23rd May 1915, suffering from an
‘infected throat’. He was discharged on 21st June and re-admitted the following day and was not discharged until
30th August. (70 days in hospital in total)
Whilst training at Great Crosby camp in 1915, Robert got into trouble on several occasions
9th Oct: He was given a ‘two days confined to barracks’ punishment for being ‘dirty’ on a 10:00 hours parade
29th Oct: He was given a ‘two days confined to barracks’ punishment for being ‘laughing’ on a 10:00 hours
parade.
6th Dec 1915: He was given a ‘five days confined to barracks’ and loss of 1 days pay punishment for overstaying a
pass by 15 minutes.
He was drafted to France on 18th December 1915 and whilst on active service in 1916, Robert got into trouble
again.
18th April: He was given a ‘five days confined to barracks’ punishment for being ‘dirty’; on 09:00hours parade.
21st April: He was given another ‘five days confined to barracks’ punishment for being ‘dirty’ on 09:00hours parade.
23rd August: He was given another ‘seven days confined to barracks’ punishment for ‘sleeping whilst on a working party’
Robert was badly wounded during the action of 7th November and was taken to the ‘special hospital’ at Warloy, this
hospital was the main centre for medical operations in the area.
Robert died the next day and was buried in the nearby cemetery at Warloy-Baillon, which is a village about 21
kilometres north-east of Amiens along the D919 to Arras.
The Communal Cemetery is on the east side of the village and the extension is on the eastern side of the
cemetery. The first Commonwealth burial took place in the communal cemetery in October 1915 and the last on
1st July 1916. By that date, field ambulances had come to the village in readiness for the attack on the German
front line eight kilometres away, and the extension was begun on the eastern side of the cemetery. The fighting
from July to November 1916 on the northern part of the Somme front accounts for the majority of the burials in the
extension.
Local newspaper:
Private Robert Crean (17475) South Lancashire Regiment died of wounds received in action the day before.
Private Crean was 28 years old and had enlisted in March 1915 and had been in France eleven months.
Previous to joined the Army he lived at Brazil Street, Lower Broughton worked for Messrs. Worrells, Ordsall Ln, Salford for twelve
years and was a worshipper in the Church of the Ascension, Lower Broughton.
Robert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Warloy Baillon and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot P grave 137 reads
Pte. R.A. Crean
Son of above
Killed in action Nov. 8th 1916
Aged 28 years

Private 28609 John William Dawson 13th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John (b.1890, Patricroft) was the only son of George (b.1862, Macclesfield) and Mary Ellen
(b.1861, Stoke).
George Dawson married Mary Ellen Degge on 5th October 1884 at St. Bartholomew’s Church
Salford.
They had two other children, Elizabeth Ellen (b.1887, Salford) and Annie (b.1889, Patricroft)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Leigh Street, Patricroft and George is recorded as being a ‘fish dealer’
They were at the same address on the 1901 census and George was still a fish dealer
On the 1911 census they were at Hampden Grove, Patricroft.
George was now working as a ‘general servant’ in a public house
John, now working, was a ‘clerk’ at a velvet dye works.
It is unsure when John enlisted in the 13th (Reserve) Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was formed in Hull on
5th December 1914 as a service battalion of K4 and was not attached to a brigaded.
The battalion moved to Chesterfield and in April 1915 to Lichfield.
On the 10th April 1915 the battalion became a ‘Reserve’ battalion.
The 13th battalion moved in November 1915 to Rugeley Camp, Cannock Chase and in December to nearby
Brocton Camp.
At some time he was ‘attached’ to the 2nd battalion which basically means he was transferred to them.
John was wounded on the 12th October 1916 during the attack Trones Wood and died from his wounds two days
later.
From the War Diary of 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 12th October 1916

Local newspaper: Patricroft Sunday Scholl Teacher
Mrs. Dawson of Canal Bank, Monton has received a letter from the 34th Causality Clearing Station
That her son, Pte. J. Dawson of the Lancashire Fusiliers died in hospital on the 14th from effects of wounds in his arms. He never
recovered from the shock of being wounded on the 12th and was practically unconscious all the time, passed away peacefully.
Official notification was received on Friday last. Deceased was 26 years of age and had been wounded previously on the 27th
August, in his right arm.
A shell burst through a dug out which he was in; the jack knife in his left breast pocket was badly damaged, his steel mirror had a
hole in it and a piece of shrapnel lodged in the case.
He was sent to the convalescent camp at Boulogne where he remained for three weeks.
He then left for the base and returned to his battalion on September 22nd.
He was an old scholar of the Patricroft Higher Grade School; he was also a member of the Patricroft Congregation Church Sunday
School, where for many years he did useful work. He was the secretary of the Literary Society, where he was in his element for he
had a natural genius for literature.
He was greatly loved by all who knew him and honoured for his upright, conscientious Christian life.
He will be greatly missed by a large circle of friends and the community will be much poorer by his death
John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Meaulte, Roll of Honour on the web site for Meaulte Cemetery,
the Roll of Honour at Patricroft Congregational Church and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot 33 grave 2240 reads
John, the beloved son of
George & Ellen Dawson
Who died of wounds received in France
Oct. 14th 1916, aged 26 years
He giveth his beloved sleep

The Wind On The Heath.
Written by John Dawson (Date unknown)
I’m off for a walk with the wind on the heath
where the gorse and the heather bloom,
and the blood will course gaily through my veins
as I stride on from dawn to gloom.
From afar I have heard the Pipers of Pan
with the ears of a loving child,
and my heart leaps up with a joyous bound
to answer the call of the wild.
I’m off for a romp with the wind on the Heath
where the smell of the earth is sweet,
and I’ll laugh and I’ll dance with the shadows
that come gambolling round my feet.
And I’ll sing a good song of the west wind
and a “lass with a delicate air”,
while I feel the breeze’s kiss on my cheek
as she gaily tosses my hair.
I’m off to commune with the wind on the heath
where material thoughts are banned,
and we’ll talk of love and a thousand things
the folk of the wild understand.
And I’ll hear the song of the honey-bee
as, laden, he passes me by,
and the call of the cuckoo and curlew
and the wild haunting pewit’s cry.
From the web site for Meaulte Cemetery
www.ww1cemeteries.com/ww1frenchextension/grovetown.htm

Patricroft Congregation Church
Memorial (Photo:SWARM)

Private 2518 James Arthur Fawcett 1st/8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
James (b.1891, Broughton) was a son of James and Sarah.
James Arthur Fawcett married Sarah Jane Houf in the December quarter of 1890
They had three other children who all died young.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Bond Street, Broughton.
Father is recorded as being a ‘cabman & groom’
Sarah Jane died on 214th March 1910, aged 38 years
On the 1911 census they are living at Grosvenor Street, Broughton.
James now works for the Manchester Carriage Company as a ‘cab driver’
Young James is working for the co-op as a ‘tailor presser’
Also with them is Sarah’s sister Mary Ann Houf who is reported as being a ‘house keeper’
With his service number being so low, James may have enlisted at the outbreak of war.
The 1st /8th battalion was raised in Salford in August 1914 as part of Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade, East
Lancashire Division.
On 25th September 1914 they landed in Egypt to protect the Suez Canal.
The on 5th May 1915 landed on Gallipoli to fight the Turks.
The 1st / 5th battalion, 1st / 6th battalion, 1st / 7th battalion and 1st / 8th battalion all landed at Cape Helles, as part of
the 125th (Lancashire Fusiliers) Brigade and they took part in the second battle of Krithia (6th –8th May) under
command of the 29thDivision.
The brigade later rejoined the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division for the third battle of Krithia and battle of Krithia
Vineyard.
28th December1915 they were evacuated to Mudros due to severe losses from combat disease and harsh
weather the division had lost two thirds of its normal establishment.
15th January 1916 arrived in Alexandria and the Division engaged in the battle of Romani which helped to secure
the safety of the Suez Canal.
They continued guarding the Canal until moved to the Western Front in 1917.
On his pension record it stated that James ‘died of extensive superficial burns’ on 22nd October.
His record gives the theatre of operations as ‘Gallipoli’ which may indicate he had been in hospital most of the
year. He was buried at Alexandria (Hadra) Cemetery
Hadra Cemetery
In March 1915, the base of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force was transferred to Alexandria from Mudros
and the city became a camp and hospital centre for Commonwealth and French troops. Among the medical units
established there were the 17th, 19th, 21st, 78th and 87th General Hospitals and No 5 Indian Hospital.
After the Gallipoli campaign of 1915, Alexandria remained an important hospital centre during later operations in
Egypt and Palestine and the port was much used by hospital ships and troop transports bringing reinforcements
and carrying the sick and wounded out of the theatres of war.
This cemetery was begun in April 1916 when it was realised that the cemetery at Chatby would not be large
enough.
Most of the burials were made from the Alexandria hospitals.
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Alexandria (Hadra), the Co-operative Roll of Honour and at
Weaste Cemetery.
Plot B16 grave 983 reads
Pte. James A. 1/8 L.F.
Who died at Alexandria
Oct 22nd 1916, aged 25 years
Rest in peace

Private 37654 George Barker Fielden 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
George (b.1897, Salford) was a son of James (b.1873, Todmorden) and Mary (b.1871, Hulme)
James Fielden married Mary Cook in Todmorden during the December quarter of 1895.
They only had two children, sadly the other; James died 30th August 1897 aged 5 weeks.
The father, James had died only 2 days before.
On the 1901 census the family lived at 79 Phoebe Street, Salford.
Mary is listed as being a ‘dressmaker’.
Living with them are Mary’s father James, her sister Sarah and her brother James.
On the 1911 census they had moved three doors down to 85 Phoebe Street, and Mary is still listed as being a
‘dressmaker’
Her son George, now working, is listed as an ‘apprentice cloth cutter’.
Also living with them are her brother John, his wife Margaret and their children Wilfred and Herbert.
George’s service number may indicate he enlisted early 1916.
During 1916 they were involved in the battle of Albert, and the battle of Le Transloy.
Battle of Le Transloy
On 10th October the 4th Division relieved the 56th Division in XIV Corps in trenches north-east of Lesboeufs with
the intention of continuing the attack towards Le Transloy.
Attacking alongside 6th Division on 12th October, weather conditions had turned the battlefield into a sodden
morass where individual features were often impossible to locate and poor visibility restricted the Royal Flying
Corps attempts at observation.
12th Infantry Brigade on the left, 2nd Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) and 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers
were the lead battalions, 10th Infantry Brigade, 1st Royal Warwickshire Regiment and 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers were
the lead battalions, on the right. The 12th Infantry Brigade made it into ‘Spectrum Trench’ and ‘Zenith Trench’, but
were pushed out again by the subsequent German counter-attack, 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers suffering particularly
badly.
Although the 2nd battalion had heavy losses during this action it seems that George was not one of them for
record sheet indicates he ‘died’ on 23rd October 1916 in France and is buried at Thiepval Cemetery.
The term ‘died’ means that the death was not due to any military cause. (Not killed in action, died of wounds or
effects of gas, etc.)
George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot F grave 843 reads
Pte. George B. Fielden, 7th L.F.
The beloved son of the above
Killed in action in France
Oct 23rd 1916, aged 20 years

Cap badge Lancashire Fusiliers

Sergeant 8140 Ernest Foale 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Ernest (b.1888) was a son of William (b.1855, Plymouth) and Susannah (b.1859, Salford)
William Foale married Susannah Swindells on 4th September 1880 at Christ Church, Salford.
They had nine children in total, the others being; Mary (b.1881), Alice (b.1883), Henry (b.1885), Martha (b.1891),
Edward (b.1893) and Walter (b.1897).
They had two other children, Florence (d.1887) aged 1 and William (d.1898) in his first year.
All the children were born in Salford.
On the 1901 census they were living at West Charles Street, Salford and William was listed as a ‘joiner’
On the 1911 census they were at Liverpool Street, Salford and William is still a ‘joiner’
Ernest is listed as a ‘warehouse man’
Ernest, with a low service number must have enlisted in the 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City) when it
was formed on 28th August 1914.
Their early training was at Heaton Park and then they moved to Belton Park in April 1915 and the 17th battalion
transferred to the 90th Brigade of the 30th Division.
A year and a day after forming the battalion was taken over by the War Office and moved to Larkhill, Wiltshire in
September 1915.
On 6th November 1915 they were mobilised for war and landed Boulogne.
During 1916 the battalion were involved in the battle of Albert and the battle of the Transloy Ridges.
On 12th October 1916, the 17th battalion took part in a disastrous assault on German positions north of the village
of Flers. Some advances were possible, but all progress was conceded in the face of relentless machine gun
defences from the German.
Ernest was one of the sixteen of the ‘original’ Pals died on 12th October 1916 and a total of twenty members of
this group died in that month.
Ernest is remembered at the CVWGC Memorial at Flers and Weaste Cemetery

Plot J grave 858 reads
Their beloved son
Sgt. Ernest Foale, 17th Man Regt.
Killed in action in France
Oct. 12th 1916, aged 28 years
The supreme sacrifice.

Manchester Evening News 27th November 1916

Private 37613 James Hibbert 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
James (b.1898) was a son of Job (b.1868, Bury) and Mary (b.1873, Manchester)
Job Hibbert married Mary Cuddy at St. Chad’s Church, Chadkirk, Romiley on 12th July 1891
In total they had seven children, the others being Samuel (b.1892), Margaret (b.1895), Eleanor (b.1903) , Thomas
(b.1906), Leah (b.1908) and Marion (b.1911).
All their children were born in Salford; they had another child who died young.
On the 1901 census they lived at Hulton Street, Salford and Job was employed at a ‘general labourer’
On the1911 census they lived at Isaac Street, Salford and Job was now employed as a ‘chemical labourer’.
James, now working is employed a ‘grocer’s assistant’
James’s service number may indicate he enlisted early 1916.
During 1916 they were involved in the battle of Albert, and the battle of Le Transloy.

From War Diary 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd October 1916

James was killed during this action

James is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery

Plot J grave 2401 reads
James
The beloved son of above
Killed in action Oct. 23rd 1916
Aged 19 years
Not once nor twice in this
Rough island story
Did the path of duty lead
The way to Glory

2nd Lieutenant Richard Harry Higson 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Richard (b.1897, Eccles) was the oldest son of Richard (b.1869, Salford) and Louisa (b.1871, Salford)
Richard Harry married Louisa Ann Fidler on 19th September 1895 at the Bible Christian Church in Salford.
There other child was Stanley (b.1907, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Albert Street, Eccles.
Richard snr. was recorded as being a ‘bank manager’
On the 1911 census they live at Eccles New Road, Salford and Richard snr, is now a branch Bank sub manager,
Richard jnr, was still at school aged 14 years
Richard went to Manchester grammar School where he was a member of the Officer Training Corps
At the outbreak of war, Richard enlisted as Private 4777 in the Manchester Regiment and got a commission with
the newly formed 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers on 2nd December 1914 where he was the 7th platoon
Commander
He went to France in November 1915, was wounded in the foot in February 1916 and returned to France in July,
this was when he was probably drafted to 2nd Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers who had returned to 4th Division on
the 3rd February 1916.
In 1916 moved south and were in action during the Battles of the Somme
A note, written by Richard during the action on October 12th and sent back to LF GHQ

See Private 37613 James Hibbert 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers above for extract from War Diary
Richard was one of the three officers killed on 23rd October.
The War Office reported him as ‘wounded and missing’ whereas the War Diary lists 3 officers killed but none
wounded. Richard must have been of the three officers killed on 23rd October.

Local newspaper: 2nd Lieutenant R.H. Higson
2nd Lieutenant R.H. Higson, Lancashire Fusiliers (second Salford), son of Mr. and Mrs. Higson, Eccles new Road, Salford and nephew
of the Mayor of Salford (Counsellor Higson J.P.) is reported as wounded and missing. He is an old boy of the Manchester Grammar
School, where he was a member of the Officer Training Corps and took his senior school certificate in 1913. He was treasurer and
one of the founders of the Seedley Lacrosse Club. He enlisted in the Manchester Regiment in September 1914 and was acting
sergeant when granted his commission in the Lancashire Fusiliers on 2nd December 1914. He went to France in November 1915, was
wounded in the foot in February 1916 and returned to France in July. The War Office report him wounded and missing since October
27th. Much sympathy is expressed with Mr. and Mrs. Higson
Richard is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Manchester Grammar School Roll of Honour
and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot 5 grave 80 reads
Proud and loving memory of
2nd Lieut. Richard Harry Higson
Acting Captain
Lancashire Fusiliers 2nd battalion
Who was killed in action whilst
Leading his command at Les Boeufs, France
October 23rd 1916
The dearly loved son of
Richard Harry and Louise Higson
Greater love hath no man than this

Sergeant 27036 Edwin Charles Hill 8th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Edwin (b.1888, Bradford) was the oldest son of Edwin and Millicent.
Edwin James Hill married Millicent Elizabeth Beer in Bradford in the December 1884.
In total they had eight other children, Millicent (b.18856, Bradford), Rowena (b.1887, Bradford).
All the following children were born in Salford Cecil (b.1893), Thomas (b. 1894), Samuel (b.1896), William
(b.1897), Dorothy (b.1898) and Winfred (b.1900)
On the1891 census the family lived at West Wynford Street, Pendleton and Edwin J. was recorded as being a
‘tailor salesman’
On the 1901 census the family lived at Eccles New Road, Salford and Edwin J. was now recorded as being a
‘merchant tailor’
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Seedley Park Road, Pendleton and Edwin J. was reported as being
a ‘tailor’s salesman’ and his son Edwin was also recorded as being a ‘tailor’s salesman’
Edwin enlisted on 7th September 1914 into the 18th battalion Manchester Regiment (3rd City Pals) and had the
service number of 10818 in the 15th platoon ‘D’ company.
During his first spell of training he was promoted to Lance Corporal on 19th October 1914 and was promoted
again with in a month to full corporal (5th November 1914).
His next promotion, to sergeant, was on 20th February 1915.
In April 1915, the 18th battalion moved to Belton Park camp and joined the rest of the 30th Division.
Early September 1915, the Battalion arrived at Larkhill Camp on Salisbury plain and the preparation for their
imminent deployment overseas began in earnest. They were issued with all manner of extra kit and finally
received their full complement of Lee Enfield rifles and 4 machine guns which enabled the men to fire their
musketry courses. Fully kitted out and with their new weaponry, the men were now ready for their deployment,
Early November the battalion was shipped to France.
During April 1916 the battalion was at Picquigny where it remained for the next month carrying out platoon and
company training. Edwin was mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s dispatches on 30th April 1916
On 14th June 1916, Edwin was wounded in action with a gun shot wound to the back.
He first went to the 5th causality clearing station at Corbie and then onto the 97th Field Ambulance.
Alfred was then taken to #3 Stationary Hospital at Rouen and then sent home to Britain on the hospital ship ‘St.
George’
After treatment and recovery Alfred left Folkestone for France on 29th August 1916.
He arrived at Etables the next day and was ‘transferred’ to 8th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment with the
service number of 27036.
On 14th October, the 25th Division attacked the Mounds, north-west of Stuff Redoubt, with the 8th Loyal North
Lancs of the 7th Brigade. At 14:40 hours a German barrage ended on the British line and ‘A’ and ‘B’ companies
attacked on time at 14:46 hours and advanced close behind a dense creeping barrage the 200 yards to the
objective, reaching the Mounds with few casualties. (German prisoners later said that the preparations had been
seen but their commander apparently refused to believe that an attack was imminent and ordered the German
bombardment to cease at 14:40 hours.) The battalion took 101 prisoners of II Battalion, RIR 111 and several
machine-guns. Observation over the Grandcourt valley was from all along the ridge was obtained and a line of
observation posts was built down the slope.
Edwin was killed during this act
Edwin is remembered on the CWGC Memorail at Thiepval, the Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church, Weaste and
at Weaste Cemetery
Edwin was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry.

Plot F grave 462 reads
Sgt. E.C. Hill
son of the above killed in the Great War

His brother Cecil is serving as Private 281817 Cecil Hill 1st / 7th
battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
His brother Thomas is serving as L/Corporal 202403 Thomas
Culverwell Hill 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers

London Gazette 13th June 1916 (the day before he was wounded)

London Gazette 9th November 1916

Extract from 18th battalion Manchester Regiment orders

Manchester Evening News 31st October 1916

Manchester Evening News 7th November 1916

Private 29693 Joseph Hollin 8th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Joseph, better known as Joe, (b.1881, Pendleton) was a son of Joseph (b.1849, Nottinghamshire) and Elizabeth
(b.1847, Nottinghamshire)
Joseph Hollin married Elizabeth Sykes on 5th December 1867 at St Mary and St. Martin’s Church in Blyth in
Nottinghamshire. Blyth is a village due east of Sheffield. They had at least six other children, Frederick (b.1868,
Nottinghamshire), Mary Ann (b.1870, Sheffield), John William (b.1872, Chorlton), Maria (b.1874, Chorlton),
George (b.1879, Pendleton) and Arthur (b.1885, Pendleton)
On the 1881 census the family were living at New Holland Street, Pendleton.
Father, Joseph, was recorded a s being a ‘domestic gardener’
On the1891 census they are at Brighton Street, Broughton and Joseph is recorded as being a ‘gardener’
Elizabeth sadly died on 14th January 1895 aged 49 years.
The family are at the same address on the 1901 census and Joseph is now recorded as being a ‘gardener not
domestic’. His son Joe, now working, is recorded as an ‘under gardener not domestic’
Joe married Annie Nuttall on 10th February 1906 at St. James’s Church Broughton.
Annie was a widowed nurse whose maiden name was ‘Everington’
Joseph died 16th January 1910 aged 61 year.
On the 1911 census they are living in Brighton Street, Broughton about 10 houses away from where Joe’s dad
lived.
No service records have survived for Joseph, his service number may indicate he enlisted early 1916
He first enlisted as Private 18514 in the Royal Lancaster Regiment. His transfer to the LNL regiment may have
been as part of a ‘draft’ to replace men killed in action or he had been sent home to England wounded and was
then sent to the LNL on his return to France
On 13th November, a mist helped the British advance by reducing visibility but caused many British units to lose
the barrage, as they struggled through mud. 2nd Corps (including 8th LNL) attacked on the right with 19th Division.
A battalion from the 58th Brigade made no progress against Stump Road; the 56th Brigade attacked on the right by
assembling in no man's land before Stuff Trench, with a machine-gun company attached and followed up by
Engineer and Pioneer parties, ready to help consolidate captured ground.
The mist helped conceal the British troops, who by 08:25 hours had reached their objective, partly along Lucky
Way, a sunken road leading into Grandcourt. No German counter-attacks were encountered.
In 2nd Corps, the 19th Division raided Stump Road and Lucky Way and began the relief of the 39th Division by
extending its front to the Ancre, which was completed in the early hours of 15th November.
In 5th Corps the 63rd Division continued an attack on Beaucourt Trench at 06:20 hours advancing from Station
Road and losing direction in the mist. Some troops got to within 200 yards of Beaucourt Trench and waited for the
attack due at 07:45 hours. The 190th Brigade advanced on time, linked with the troops near the objective and
entered Beaucourt, taking 500 prisoners and digging in around the eastern outskirts.
Beaucourt Trench was captured on the left and troops began to bomb down it towards Leave Avenue but no
troops of the 51st Division were found. Two tanks were sent forward to help mop up German troops holding out in
the front line, one bogged but the other helped take "The Strongpoint" where 400 Germans surrendered.
Dugouts towards Station Road yielded another 200 prisoners.
At 13:00hours German troops were seen massing near Baillescourt Farm and dispersed by artillery; the captured
ground was consolidated overnight. Joseph was killed, during this action, on 15th November.
Joseph is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Tancrez Farm (Belgium), Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church
Weaste and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot F grave 2305 reads
Pte. Joseph Hollin 8th LNL Regt.
Son of the above
Killed in France Nov. 15th 1916
Aged 36 years
A duty nobly done

Private 25576 Bertram Hopewell 1st battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)
Bertram (b.1894, Pendleton) was a son of Christopher (b.1864, Manchester) and Eleanor (b.1862,
Salford)
Christopher Minta Hopewell married Eleanor Wilkinson in Salford during the September quarter of
1885.
They had three other children, Charles (b.1890, Salford), Christopher (b.1894, Pendleton) and
Edward who sadly died on 26th October 1893 aged 6 years.
On the 1891 census they lived at Weaste Road, Pendleton and Christopher was recorded as being a ‘clerk to
overseers to the poor’
On the 1901 census they lived at Seedley Park Road and was recorded as being ‘assistant overseer Overseer’s
office’
On the 1911 census the family are at Trafalgar Road, Pendleton.
Christopher is now recorded at being ‘assistant Overseer’ working for the corporation.
Bertram, now working, is an ‘apprentice’ in cotton trade.
Bertram enlisted at the outbreak of the war with the Public School battalion of the 20th Royal Fusiliers as Private
5046.
He later transferred to 1st battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) which at the outbreak of war (4th August 1914)
was stationed at Glasgow and mobilised for war and landed at Havre to defend the Lines of Communication.
On 22nd August 1914 the Cameronians joined the 19thy Brigade of the 6th Division.
On last day of May 1915 the 19th Brigade transferred to the 27th Division and on 19th August, the 19th Brigade
transferred to the 2nd Division
On 25th November the 19th Brigade transferred to the 33rd Division which engaged in various actions on the
Western Front including; during 1916 the battle of Albert, the battle of Bazentin, the attacks on High Wood, the
capture of Boritska and Dewdrop Trenches.
War Diary 1st Cameronians 28th October 1916

Unsure when Bertram was actually wounded but men wounded earlier in October were named in the War Dairy
so it is probable he was wounded during this attack and died later in the day or been in hospital for several weeks
which is the least likely event.
Local newspaper: Public Official’s son
‘Deep sympathy felt by many families in Eccles and Pendleton with Mr. and Mrs. C.M. Hopewell of Trafalgar Road, Pendleton, in the
bereavement they suffered by the death of their son, Pte. Bertram Hopewell.
An official notification has been received that he died of wounds on October 28th.
Hopewell whose father is chief assistant overseer of Salford, was 23 years of age and when war broke out had finished an
apprenticeship with Messrs. Tootal Broadhurst Lee and Co. and secured an appointment with Messrs. Lowthian Drake and Co.
He was educated at the Salford Royal Technical Institute, and was a promising young man.
Hopewell enlisted in the Public Schools battalion of the Royal Fusiliers and was afterwards transferred to the Scottish Rifles, with
which Regiment he went into action and was fatally wounded.’
Bertram is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Carnoy, Roll of Honour at St. James’s Church Salford, the Old
Salfordians Memorial, and at Weaste Cemetery.
Bertram’s brother 2nd Lieut. Charles Hopewell is serving with the Yorkshire Light Infantry

Plot 37 grave 1018 reads
Pte. Bertram Hopewell
1st Cameronians
Formerly 20th batt. Royal Fusiliers
Killed in France Oct. 28th 1916
Age 23 years

Central panel of ‘Old Salfordian’ Memorial

Manchester Evening News
14th November 1916

Private 30015 Thomas Kimpston 9th company Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Thomas (b.1893, Salford) the eldest son of Joseph (b.1861, Belfast) and Eleanor (b.1868, Salford)
Joseph Kimpston married Eleanor Burke at St. Matthias Church, Salford, in the March quarter of 1891.
In total they had six sons, all born in Salford, the others being Allen (b.1895) and Stanley (b.1899)
Three other sons died young, Joseph died 25th June 1897 aged 10 months, William died 25th October 1900 aged
7 years and Wilfred William died 13th October 1901 aged 4 months.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Owen Street, Broughton. Joseph was recorded as being a ‘joiner’s
labourer’ On the 1911 census the family lived at Adelphi Street, Salford and Joseph was now listed as a grocer
and his wife was his assistant.
Thomas, now working, was listed as being a ‘crane driver’ in an engineering works
It is not known when Thomas enlisted in the Army as no records have survived, but he initially joined the
Lancashire Fusiliers with the number 28645 and it was with the 15th battalion of this Regiment he arrived in
France sometime after January 1916.
By October that year he had been transferred to the 9th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and was given the
number 30015.
At some point his family had relocated to the seaside town of Blackpool and were living at 25 Bairstow Street,
Walley House.
A turn in the trenches near Aveluy on the Somme between 7th and 22nd October 1916 was a particularly heavy
one for the 9th LNL where in total they had 4 officers killed and 10 wounded; 48 other ranks killed, 184 wounded
and 18 missing. Casualties during the earlier part were in the main due to shell fire; with 2 officers killed and 3
wounded; 20 other ranks killed, 57 wounded and 17 missing sustained during operations on the 21st.
21st October 1916 – Hessian Trench
At 12:00 – 18:00 hours the artillery barrage opened.
The battalion got out of Hessian Trench in three lines and crossed ‘no-mans land’ immediately behind the
barrage, very few casualties occurring until we reached the enemy’s wire, when a considerable amount of trouble
was caused from an enemy machine gun and snipers.
This machine gun was outside a dugout in the sunken road and was put out of action by 2nd Lieutenant Gwynne
Mervyn Jones and three bombers, the machine gun being captured.
Many prisoners were taken chiefly from the sunken road dugouts, not many of the enemy being in the front line.
About 200 prisoners were taken, including one officer who said that he was a Battalion Commander.
As soon as they had taken the trench the men did remarkably good work consolidating, and an out post line was
immediately organised and put out by 2nd Lieutenant Gwynne Mervyn Jones.
Private Thomas Kimpston was one of the men wounded and would have been taken to a casualty clearing station
where he died on 30th October.
He was 24 years old and was buried in the Etaples Military Cemetery where his father later requested the CWGC
engrave the following on his headstone;
A loving son, a brother kind, a lasting memory left behind.
Thomas’ younger brother, Allen Kimpston, was killed four months before Thomas on 2nd June 1916.
He had been working as a ship riveter in Canada when war broke out and enlisted in Toronto where he joined the
4th Canadian Motor Rifles with the number 109433.
Allen was killed at the battle of Mount Sorrel and is remembered on the Ypres Menin Gate Memorial and both
brothers are remembered on the War Memorial at Salford Weaste Cemetery.
Thomas’ family would later receive the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal along with a memorial plaque
(shown below) and scroll bearing his name and in recognition of his sacrifice.
At Joseph’s request, Eleanor received the small war gratuity.
(Written by Paul McCormick on www.loyalregiment.com)

His memorial plaque sold at ‘Tennants Auctioneers’, 6th May 2016 and then on eBay on 19th May 2016
The Memorial Plaque was issued after the First World War to the next-of-kin of all British and Empire service
personnel who were killed as a result of the war.
They were made of bronze, and hence popularly known as the "Dead Man’s Penny", because of the similarity in
appearance to the somewhat smaller penny coin.
1,355,000 plaques were issued, which used a total of 450 tonnes of bronze, and continued to be issued into the
1930s to commemorate people who died as a consequence of the war.

Thomas is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Etaples and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot H grave 899 reads
Pte. Thomas Kimpston
Eldest son of above
Died of wounds received in France
Oct. 30th 1916, aged 25 years

Private 8734 John Morrissey 8th platoon, ‘B’ company 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
John (b.15th July 1895, Salford) was a son of John (b. 1867, Hong Kong) and Ada (b.1784, Manchester)
John Morrissey married Ada Morrison on 7th January 1893 at St. Stephen’s Church, Salford.
In total they had seven children, others being Sarah Ellen (b.1894, Salford), Harry (b.1901, Salford), William
(b.1903, Salford), and Ada (b.1911, Salford).
Two other children died young.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Duerden Street, Salford and John snr, was recorded at being a ‘carter’
On the 1911 census they lived at North George Street, Salford, John snr, was still a ‘carter’ and John jnr, was an
office boy
John’s low service number indicates he had enlisted in early September 1914 and records confirm he had served
in the 8th platoon ‘B’ Company, in the 2nd City Pals.
The Medal Index Card confirms he entered France with the rest of the 2nd Manchester Pals on 8th November
1915; not quite a year before he died of wounds.
Documents released by ICRC in 2014 now provide further details of wounds and Prisoner of War status. These
specify John was captured at Trones Wood on 8th / 9th July 1916.
He had grenade wounds to both legs and right fore arm.
John was transferred through a series of German camps returning to Ohrdruf on 21st October 1916.
It is likely that this last transfer was to seek health care for problems with John’s wounds and an indication of his
place of death.
(Mainly written by Tom Bell on (www.17thmanchesters.wordpress.com)
John snr. was himself serving in a Prisoner of War Camp, with the Royal Defence Corps, when he received funds
from his son’s estate.
John snr. had a history of service.
He first enlisted on 17th July 1883 as Private 764, using the alias of ‘William Scott’
On 31st August 1884 he transferred, using his own name, as Private 815 in the Lancashire Fusiliers.
He served in India with them from 21st February 1885 to 21st January 1891.
He was sent to hospital on eleven occasions on mainly suffering from ‘ague’ a malarial fever but he also had
treatment for a ‘boil’ a ‘wound to his hip’ and for a tape worm’
His term of service completed on the 13th August 1895.
He enlisted as Private 1211 in the 8th battalion Manchester Regiment on 25th January 1915 and listed his
occupation as ‘lorry driver’
He transferred to the 4th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment as Private 20075.
He transferred again on 29th April 1916 to the Royal Defence Corps as Private 2153.
He was de-mobbed on 14th July 1919.
Young John died on 2nd November 1916 and was buried in Niederzwehren Cemetery in Germany.
John is also remembered on St Philip with St Stephen Roll of Honour and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot A12 grave 3634 reads
In loving memory of
Dear son
John Morrissey
2nd Man Pals
Died of wounds received
In France Nov. 2nd 1916
Far from his home neath foreign
Skies in a soldier’s grave
Our dear son lies

Private 30210 Oswald Nelson 19th battalion Manchester Regiment
Oswald (b.1891, Salford) was a son of Thomas and Sarah.
Thomas Nelson married Sarah Ellen Shaw at St Matthias’s Church in Salford in 1878.
In total they had sixteen children, sadly ten of other died young.
The other surviving children, all born in Salford were, Horatio (b.1880), Maud (b.1887), Thomas
(b.1892), Martha (b.1893) and Richard (b.1896).
On the 1891 census the family lived at Union Street, Broughton.
Thomas is listed as being an ‘iron founder’s labourer’
On the 1901 census they lived at Hope Street, Salford, Thomas’s occupation is recorded as a
‘contractor's carter’. His daughter’s job is reported as being a ‘painter’s assistant’
On the census of 1911 they lived at Cowesby Street, Moss Side and Thomas is still a ‘contractor's carter’.
Oswald, now working is a ‘tramway guard’
Oswald had survived the attack on July 1st and the later involvements at Trones Wood and Guillemont
On the 4th October, the battalion left Naours and by the next day was in the Pommern Redoubt, Major General
O’Shea inspected the men on the 9th and the N.C.O’s were parading for demonstration purposes when a German
grenade exploded and caused 21 casualties.
On the 10th October, the Battalion moved off and spent the day at work on a new road between High wood and
Longueval. The following day, whilst working in Crest trench, the position was violently shelled and men six were
killed. Oswald was probably one of them.
Oswald is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval and at Weaste
Cemetery.

Plot F grave 877 reads
Pte. Oswald Nelson, 19th Man. Reg.
The beloved son of
Thomas & Sarah E. Nelson
Killed in action Oct. 11th 1916
In France, aged 26 years
He died for his country

Manchester Evening News 11th October 1917

Manchester Evening News 30th October 1916

Manchester Evening News 11th October 1918

Lance Corporal 37773 William Owen 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals)
William (b. 1890, Pendleton) was a son of Harry (b. 1855, Farnworth) and Alice Ann (b.1856,
Liverpool)
Harry Owen married Alice Ann Freeman at St. Peter’s Church Liverpool in the third quarter of
1873.
They had at least eight children, all born in Pendleton, John Harry (b.1876), Edward (b.1878)
James (b. 1880), and Mary Alice (b.1882) Alfred (b. 1885) Mary Ann (b.1887) and Sarah
(b.1890)
Another child, Samuel died on 10th August 1894 aged 16 months
On the 1881 census the family lived at Ann Place, Pendleton and Harry was listed as a ‘baker’
On the 1891 census they lived at Elizabeth Street, Pendleton and father still ‘baked bread’
By the 1901 census the family had moved to Highfield Road, Pendleton and father is still a ‘bread maker’
Alice Ann died on June 13th 1908 aged 53 years.
On the 1911 census the family were at Co-operative Street, Pendleton, father still made bread and William, now
working, was an ‘apprentice joiner’
William’s service number indicates that he enlisted later than 1914.
The 2nd Salford Pals were involved in the action of 1st July 1916, the first day of the battle of the Somme and had
‘heavy’ losses.
They were in action many times during the summer and autumn
In November they were in action again this time in the Redan Ridge region
On Redan Ridge, unknown to the British, a party of 120 men from the 97th Brigade – a mixture of 11th Borders,
16th Highland Light Infantry and 2nd King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry – still held a portion of Frankfurt Trench
and remained there in isolation, with the enemy completely unaware of their presence.
This didn’t last for long and on 20th November the Germans launched their first attack, which was beaten off by
the beleaguered troops.
The following day an NCO and one of the men from the trapped party broke back through the German lines and
alerted the British to their predicament.
An attempt later that night, to bring back the marooned troops, failed as the rescuers were unable to breach the
German front line.
By this time, the occupiers had run out of food and rations and so some of the stranded men volunteered and
were sent back out over the enemy front line and into no-man’s-land to take supplies from the bodies of dead
soldiers.
On 22nd November a pilot from 15th Squadron flew over the trapped soldiers and signalled ‘CI Tonight’, which was
quite possibly an instruction, was telling them to ‘Come in Tonight’.
His plane was seen by the stricken men, who waved flags at him, but the pilot was unsure whether they had seen
or read his signal.
He also noted that the trench in which the men were holding out was practically destroyed.
Later that morning, two other men from the trapped group managed to make it back to British lines and confirmed
that the remaining soldiers would make an attempt to break out later that evening.
Their attempt never materialised, despite men from their brigade being positioned 200 yards from the German
lines to assist their dash for freedom.
A second German attack was repelled on the 23rd, although by now the situation for the stranded men was
becoming perilous.
Over half of them were wounded and the lack of supplies was becoming desperate.
Whilst all this was happening, on 19th November, the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers moved into the British lines
opposite the German trenches where the stricken men were isolated.
After the failure to break out from the German lines, it was decided that another rescue attempt should be
mounted.
At 02:40 hours on 23rd November, orders were issued that 240 men from the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers and 60
men from the 2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers would attempt to assist the soldiers trapped in Frankfurt Trench.
The men were to form up in four waves. The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers would protect the right flank, while two
waves of the Lancashire Fusiliers were to reach the Munich Trench and hold it, allowing a third, commanded by
George Higginson, to push on through the Frankfurt Trench and rescue the stricken British soldiers.

Zero hour was 15:30 hours George and his Lancashire Fusiliers, along with the 2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,
advanced under the cover of an intense artillery barrage.
Initial progress was encouraging.
Munich Trench, the German front line, was reached and occupied without too much opposition.
Once inside, the attacking troops bunched up in places with the result that the trench was not occupied
continuously.
These gaps enabled the Germans to emerge from their dug-outs to launch counter-attacks against the British.
Fierce fighting at close quarters took place: ‘About 20 of the enemy, including one Officer were bayoneted.’
Despite the ensuing maelstrom, some men from the second wave of the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers managed to
cross the Munich Trench and head towards Frankfurt in search of their trapped comrades.
Intense German machine-gun fire and the fact that a second wave of the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers appeared to
get caught up in their own barrage ensured no further progress was made.
Reports suggested that some 16th Lancashire Fusiliers made it 150 yards beyond Munich Trench.
German machine-gun fire drove the rest of the soldiers back and, in the retirement, casualties were heavy.
This brave attempt to rescue the isolated troops had failed and had caused a further 231 casualties in the
process. (Mainly from www.thehistorypress.co.uk)

William was reported ‘missing’ after this action; he was later confirmed as being ‘killed in action’
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Pauls with Christ Church and at
Weaste cemetery.

Plot F grave 2301 reads
L/Cpl William Owen
Killed Nov. 23rd 1916, aged 26 years

Manchester Evening News 11th December 1917

War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 17th – 22nd November 1916

War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd November 1916

Private 20652 Sidney Owen 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment (7th City Pals)
Sidney (b. 1896, Pendleton) was a son of Walter (b. 1868, Pendleton) and Annie (b.1869, Salford)
Widower Walter married Annie Price at St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton in the last quarter of 1893.
They had one other child, Walter (b.1895, Pendleton)
His first wife Margaret died 20th September 1891, aged 21 years
Walter Owen married Margaret Price on 3rd August 1890 at St. Mary’s Church, Hulme.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Rylett Street, Broughton. Walter was recorded as being a ‘grocer’s
assistant’ and his wife Margaret was working as a ‘cigar maker’
On the 1901 census Walter and Annie’s family were at Coleridge Street, Broughton.
Walter was still a ‘grocer’s assistant’.
On the 1911 census the family are at Hampshire Street, Broughton, Walter was still a ‘grocer’s assistant’ and
Sidney was a ‘errand boy’
The 22nd battalion was raised at Manchester on the 21st November 1914.
In December 1914 the battalion moved to Morecambe where it was billeted in the town.
In April 1915 the 22nd were sent to Grantham as part of the 91st Brigade, 30th Division.
On the 10th August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office, and in September 1915 they moved to
Larkhill Camp.
On the 11th November 1915 they landed at Boulogne and on the 20th December 1915, they then became part of
the 91st Brigade 7th Division.
The 22nd battalion had their first experience of the trenches training with the Royal Irish Fusiliers.
In February 1916 they arrived at the Somme, opposite the German held fortified village of Mametz, east of
Fricourt.
On the 2nd June ‘A’ company carried out a trench raid on a German listening post.
After weeks of rehearsal, sixty men attacked after a substantial bombardment.
The attack was a success but not without cost as the problem of uncut wire, which was to be a major factor in the
oncoming Battle of the Somme, caused many casualties.
On the 1st July, the battle of the Somme commenced, the 22nd battalion, as part of 7th Division attacked Fricourt in
a pincer movement. The 21st Manchesters were to remain in reserve until Fricourt was ready to be assaulted,
while the 91st brigade was to attack Bunny Alley and Fritz trench.
The 22nd Manchesters achieved their first objective of Bucket Trench and moved on the Danzig Alley but were
driven back as German soldiers emerged unscathed from their underground bunkers.
Re-enforced by the elements of the South Staffords, the 22nd Manchesters took Danzig Trench.
The brigade pushed forward and Mametz was taken.
The battalion paid a terrible price, of the 796 men that started the day, they suffered 472 casualties.
Sidney was wounded during this attack when gunshot perforating his chest and abdomen
He was treated at No. 34 Causality Clearing Station at Daours about 6 miles east of Amiens.
Sidney was put on an evacuation Ambulance Train no later than 5th July and sent to England.
Sadly he died in hospital on 3rd December 1916.
Sidney is remembered on the Roll of Honour at St. John’s Church Higher Broughton and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 37 grave 1641 reads
Pte. Sidney Owen 22nd Man. (Pals)
The beloved son of
Walter & Annie Owen
Who died 3rd Dec 1916
From wounds received in France
Aged 20 years
He died that we may live

Manchester Evening News 3rd December 1917

Sergeant 17584 Frederick Luke Parker 2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment Prince of Wales's Volunteers
Frederick (b.1885, Salford) was a son of John (b.1849, Salford) and Elizabeth (b.1858, Salford)
John Hodgson Parker married Elizabeth Alice Taylor in the fourth quarter of 1877 in Salford.
They had at seven other children, all born in Salford; Ethel (b.1879), Nellie (b.1881), Annie (b. 1882) and John
(b.1890). Three other children died young, Henry die don 29th October 1883 aged 4 months, Janet who died 12th
July 1899 aged 18 months and Mary who died 31st December 1903 aged 11 years.
The family lived at Carter Street, Salford on the 1881 census and father John was employed as a ‘railway clerk’
On the 1891 census they had moved to Cleminson Street, Salford and John is now recorded as being a ‘railway
cashier’
Sadly John died on 1st June 1893 aged 44 years.
On the 1901 census the family lived at the same address.
Frederick Luke Parker married Elizabeth Hannah Cordwell on 9th November 1906 at the Wesleyan Chapel in
Salford.
On the 1911 census Frederick was living at the family house in Cleminson Street and was recorded as being a
‘template maker’ at a construction engineers’.
Frederick and Elizabeth had two children, Mary born 29th April 1907 and John born 9th July 1912.
Prior to the war Frederick had four years service with the 4th King’s Own Royal Lancasters.
Frederick enlisted as Private 23433 Frederick Luke Parker in the 3rd battalion Manchester Regiment on 30th
January 1915, when he was recorded as being an ‘engineer’ and living at Victoria Road, Urmston.
He was transferred to the 2nd battalion South Lancashire Regiment on 31st March 1915.
The 2nd battalion, South Lancashire Regiment was based at Tidworth with 7th Brigade, 3rd Division when war was
declared in August 1914.
They proceeded to France with the BEF and landed at Le Havre on the 14th August 1914.
They saw action in the battles at Mons (and the rearguard action at Solesmes), Le Cateau, the Marne, the Aisne,
at La Bassee, Messines and the first action at Ypres.
They took part in the Winter Operations of 1914-15,
The First Attack on Bellewaarde and the actions at Hooge.
On the 18th October 1915 they transferred with 7th Brigade to 25th Division and on the 26th they transferred to 75th
Brigade, 25th Division.
They were in action in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
On the 21st June 1916 they transferred to 64th Brigade in 21st Division and were in action in the battles of the
Somme, including the action at Morval in which the Division captured Geudecourt.
Frederick was promoted to Lance Corporal on 29th May 1915 and a month later was posted to France.
He was promoted again, to Corporal, on 10th September 1915.
He was promoted to full sergeant on 27th September 1916
On 8th July, Frederick received shrapnel wounds to his neck and right forearm and firstly went to the 29th
Causality Clearing Station for treatment after which he was sent to a convalesce home in Rouen for three weeks.
On 27th July he declared ‘fit’ and rejoined the 2nd battalion on 31st July.
The 2nd and 8th battalions South Lancashire’s plus the 8th and 9th Loyals battalions were involved in operations to
clear the northern end of the Thiepval Ridge, in particular successfully storming the Stuff and Regina trenches
there on 21st October in the battle of the Ancre Heights.
Frederick was killed in the action in Regina trench on 21st October 1916
Frederick is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, 2nd South Lancashire ROH web site, The Trafford
War Dead Memorial web site, Roll of Honour St. Michael’s Church Flixton and Weaste Cemetery
Plot 34 grave 114 reads
Sergt. Frederick L. Parker
2nd South Lancs. Regt.
Their son and husband of Eliz. H. Parker
who was killed in action at Regina trench
Oct. 21st 1916, in his 32rd year
Awaiting reveille

Roll of honour St. Michael’s Church Flixton

Photo by
George Cogswell

Lance Corporal 12022 Leonard Hyde Quinn 15th platoon ‘D’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Leonard (b. 1897, Weaste) was a son of Dennis and Mary (b. 1858, Pendleton)
Dennis Quin married Mary Ann Hardy in the third quarter of 1877 in Oldham.
Oddly I can not find any record of Dennis on any census.
The only record I have found for the baptism of their first son Andrew at St. James Church Pendleton on 10th May
1878
On the 1881 census the ‘Quinns’ are living with Mary’s mother at Robinson’s Building, Pendlebury
Mary is reported as being ‘married’ and a ‘thread piecer’ in a mill and children, James, Andrew and Anne are with
her.
On the 1891 census the ‘Quinns’ are now at Bradburns Buildings Pendleton and Mary still listed as ‘married’ is
now a ‘cotton polisher’. With her are four sons, Andrew (b.1878), James (b.1881) Thomas (b.1884), Bernard
(b.1886) and three daughters, Ann (b.1880), Leah (b.1886) and Josephine (b.1888).
By the 1901 census, the ‘Quinns’ are at the same address but Mary is now reported as being a ‘widow’
This indicates that Dennis died between 1896 and 1901; however there is no record of his death in the BMD
indexes.
At this time living next door to the family is Mary’s mother Ann Hardy.
On the 1911 census show the ‘Quinns’ still at Bradburns Building and Leonard, now working, is a ‘bleachers
assistant’ at the Seedley Dye Works.
Leonard enlisted in September 1914 with the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals) which was
raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914.
They began training at Heaton Park and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at
Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to
Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on the Somme on 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford
Pals being almost wiped out.
Leonard was involved in several actions after surviving the ‘first day of the Somme’
War Diary 16th Lancashire Fusiliers 8th October 1916

Show one person killed ….this must be Leonard
Local newspaper
Lance Corporal L. Quinn
The death of Lance Corporal L. Quinn, of Turners building Weaste, at the age of 20 years who was killed in action whilst ‘snipping’ on
October 8th 1916 has been announced.
He had been recommended for promotion as a full Corporal.
In civil life he had worked for the Winterbottom Book Cloth Co., Weaste.
He trained at Conway, Catterick Bridge and Codford and was drafted to France in November 1915 and he was eleven months service
before his death with the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers (Third Salford).
Another brother has been serving si9nce the commencement of the war
Leonard is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Cambrin, Rolls of Honour at St Lukes Church, All Saints
Church and Weaste Cemetery

Plot 32 grave 2159 reads
Lance Cpl Leonard Quinn
Son of Mary
Who fell in action in France
Oct. 8th 1916, aged 20 years

Memorial at St. Luke’s Church.
(photo:SWARM)

Memorial at All Saints Church (photo: SWARM)

Private 37691 Harold Rawson 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Harold (b.1894, Salford) was a son of John (b.1870, Chorlton on Medlock) and Elizabeth (b.1870, Stockport)
John Rawson married Elizabeth Newton at St. Paul’s, Portwood (Stockport) on 22nd February 1890.

In total they had eight children, three of whom died young.
Other children were Richard (b.1891, Stockport), Amy (b.1898, Salford), Mary (b. 1900, Salford) Elizabeth
(b.1904, Salford) and George (b.1908, Salford)
On the 1891 census the ‘Rawson’s’ lived at Rowland Street, Heaton Norris.
John was reported as being a ‘carter’ and Elizabeth as a ‘cotton thread winder’
On the 1901 census they lived at Brewery Street, Salford.
John was reported as being a ‘carter’ at a bleach works and Elizabeth as a ‘herbalist’
On the 1911 census they are at the same address and John is now working as a ‘labourer’ at the docks.
Harold now working is an ‘apprentice baker’
Harold enlisted in the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in early 1916
After about one month in France he was wounded on 24th October 1916.
He had a shrapnel wound to his right shoulder and was sent to England on #1 ambulance train on 25th October.
After being treated at blightly hospitals he died on 11th November
War Diary 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd / 24th October 1916

Harold was one of the 47 OR (other ranks) wounded on 24th October
Harold is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot J grave 2557 reads
Harold Rawson
Beloved son of the above
Died Nov. 11th 1916, aged 23 years

Driver 1773 Harold Sewell 315th Brigade ‘B’ battery Royal Field Artillery
Harold (b.1895, Manchester) was a son of Harold (b.1861, Manchester) and Bertha (b.1860, Manchester)
Harold Sewell married Bertha Seddon at St. John’s Church Broughton in the 3rd quarter of 1885.
They had five other children, all born in Manchester, Helen (b.1887), Frederick (b.1889), Florence (b.1892) and Bertha (b.1896). The
other child died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at St. Savoiurs Street, Chorlton, father Harold was reported as being a ‘poster writer’
On the 1901 census the family was at Ord Street, Gateshead and father Harold was now listed as a ‘poster writer and stage manager’
On the 1911 census they were at Melbourne Street, Broughton and father is now listed as being a ‘music hall stage manager’ and his
son Harold, now working, is recorded as being a ‘guild copier’
The Northumbrian Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, (Territorial Force) was formed in 1908 from the 1st Northumberland Royal Garrison
Artillery, (Volunteers) with its headquarters at Newcastle upon Tyne.
Assigned in 1914 to the Northumbrian Division and consisting of Headquarters, 1st Northumberland Battery, 2nd Northumberland Battery,
3rd Northumberland Battery and Ammunition Column all based at Newcastle-on-Tyne. The regiment mobilised on the outbreak of war on
4 Aug 1914 and, in common with other
territorial artillery units formed a second line.
The 1st /1st Northumbrian Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, (Territorial Force) was renamed 250th Brigade Royal Field Artillery (Territorial
Force) in 1915.
In 1916 the brigade was deployed to France and Flanders with the British Expeditionary Force.
The 2nd /1st Northumbrian Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, (Territorial Force) consisted of four gun batteries, lettered A to D. The unit was
renamed 315th Brigade Royal Field Artillery (Territorial Force) in 1915.
In 1916 the brigade was deployed to France and Flanders with the British Expeditionary Force.
With such a low service number Harold must have enlisted at the formation of the unit and was in ‘B’ battery when it left Southampton for
France on either SS South Western Miller or SS King Edward on 2nd July 1916
Harold’s rank was ‘driver’

A Driver was a military rank used in the British Royal Artillery and artillery corps of other commonwealth armies
throughout the First War, as well as in earlier conflicts.
It was equal to the rank of private; however it consisted of driving a form of transportation which pulled artillery
and equipment.
During the First World War, drivers were in charge of a team of up to six horses which pulled field artillery to areas
of fighting. It is likely that they were also capable of performing the duties of a Gunner when required or a
replacement was needed.
War Diary 315th Brigade Royal Horse Artillery early July 1916

In Harold’s battalion there were nearly as many horses (547) as men (581)
Harold’s unit were involved in many of the actions on the Somme.
He was in the Mensil area in mid November
War Diary 315th Brigade Royal Horse Artillery 13th /14th November 1916

Harold was one of the drivers of ‘B’ battery reported killed in action above.

Harold is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Mesnil and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot J grave 1783 reads
Pte. Harold Sewell
Their beloved son
Killed in action in France
Nov. 14th 1916
Aged 22 years

Private 40329 William Henry Shaw 2nd battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers
William (b.1898, Salford) was the only child of Joseph (b.1879, Salford) and Sarah Ann (b.1878,
Salford)
Joseph Shaw married Sarah Ann Moushell at St. Matthew’s Church, Liverpool Road,
Manchester in the 4th quarter of 1897.
On the 1901 census they lived at Robert Hall Street, Salford and Joseph was recorded as being
a ‘stone carter’.
On the 1911 census the family lived at Walmer Street, Salford and Joseph was a ‘carter’ for a
slate merchant. William, now aged 12 years was still at school.
Unsure about when William enlisted the 2nd battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers in Manchester.
The battalion were in Gibraltar when war broke out in August 1914.
They returned to England, landing in September 1914 and joining 21st Brigade, 7th Division who were
concentrating in the New Forest in Hampshire.
The Division landed at Zeebrugge in the first week of October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp, they
arrived too late prevent the fall of the city and took up defensive positions at important bridges and junctions to aid
in the retreat of the Belgian army.
The 7th Division then became the first British Troops to entrench in front of Ypres, suffering extremely heavy
losses in the first battle of Ypres.
By February 1915 the Division had been reinforced to fighting strength and they were in action at the battles of
Neuve Chapelle, Aubers and Festubert.
They were also involved in the second action of Givenchy and the battle of Loos.
On the 19th December 1915 the 2nd Royal Scots transferred with 21st Brigade to 30th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the battle of the Somme, in which the Division captured Montauban.
The following four actions resulted in very heavy casualities.
1st July the attack of Montauban.
9th July the attack of Maltz Horn Farm and Maltz Horn Trench.
30th July the attack of Guillemont, where three quarters of the battalion were killed or wounded
12th October the attack on Bayonet Trench, were the losses were again very heavy
After the action on 1st August at Guillemont where over three-quarters of the battalion were casualties.
John Buchan's History of the Royal Scots Fusiliers describes
"The scanty remains of the battalion moved north on 11th August to Bethune, where for two months it was
renewing its strength, it remained in a comparatively peaceful sector of the front."
"....The 2n lead from the north in October, and suffered some days of heavy shelling in the Flers section.
On 12th October it took part in a local attack, which found the enemy well prepared, and failed to reach the first
objective. The casualties were 9 officers and 261 other ranks, and Lieutenant J.R.D. McEwan and Second
Lieutenants J.S. Allan and T.H. Boyle were killed.
William was killed during this action
Local newspaper
Pte. William Henry Shaw, Royal Scots Fusiliers, killed, lived at Bedford Street, Salford. Before enlisting he was
employed by Messrs. Hamilton and Woods, Salford.
He was a well known member of the Hulme Public Prize band and of the Salford Lads Club
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at A.I.F. Burial Ground at Flers, Roll of honour at Hamilton Wood
and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot H grave 3463 reads
Pte. William Henry Shaw
Beloved son of
Joseph and Sarah Ann Shaw
Killed in action in France
Oct. 12th 1916, aged 18 years
Greater love than this hath no man
That he lay down his life for his friends

Private 34010 John William Spencer 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John William (b.1887, Salford) was a son of John Thomas (b.1863, Manchester) and Elizabeth (1863, Salford)
John Thomas Spencer married Elizabeth Scorah on 21st January 1883 at Stowell memorial Church Salford.
On the 1891 census the family were at Crowther Street Salford and living with Elizabeth’s parent’s John and Jane
Scorah. Along with John and Elizabeth were children Joseph (b.1883), Mary (b.1884) and Charles (b.1889) all the
children were born in Salford. John Thomas was employed as a general labourer.
On the 1901 census the ‘Spencer’ family are at 61 Crowther Street, Salford.
John Thomas is still a ‘general labourer’.
The ‘Spencer’s’ now have two more children, Elizabeth (b.1897) and Arthur (b.1900)
John William, working, is employed as being an ‘errand boy’ in provision warehouse.
John Thomas died 22nd November 1903 aged 40 years.
On the 1911 census the ‘Spencers’ are living at Sand Street West, Salford.
John William is employed as a ‘packer’ at an electrical works
John married Nellie Foxfold 0n 17th August 1912 at St. Clement’s Church Salford and they lived at Sand Street,
Salford
Unsure of when John enlisted, with the10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
In the spring of 1916 the 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers were in action at the Bluff, south east of Ypres on the
Comines canal then moved south to the Somme seeing action during the battle of Albert in which the Division
captured Fricourt and the battle of Delville Wood.
War Diary 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 2nd November 1916

This may indicate that John, who was killed on 5th November, was waiting to be relieved or actually withdrawing
from the front
War Diary 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 30th November 1916

During the month the battalion lost 3 officers and 114 men

John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, St. Clement’s Church Salford, and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot L grave 752 reads
Pte. John William Spencer 34010
10th batt Lan. Fus.
Son of the above
Killed in action Nov. 5th 1916,
Aged 30 years
Duty Nobly Done
Memorial at St. Clement’s Church Salford

Photo: SWARM

Private 29863 Edwin Stormes 1st battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Edwin (b.1898, Salford) was a son of George (b.1862, Tipperary) and Mary (b.1865, Bristol)
George Stormes married Mary Jane Davies in the third quarter of 1883 in Birmingham.
They had ten other children.
Three of them were born in Birmingham, George (b.1882), May (b.1885) and Minnie (b.1887).
The other children were born in Salford, Arthur (b.1888), David (b.1891), Fred (b.1896), Hector (b.1900), Dorothy
(b.1904) and Elsie (b.1906).
The other child died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Wright Street, Salford and George was reported as being a ‘brass
chandelier maker’
On the 1901 census the family lived at Tatton Street, Salford and George was listed as ‘foreman electrical fitter’
The family were recorded as being at Regents Square Salford on the day of the 1911 census.
George is now recorded as being an ‘electrical fitting maker’
Edwin is listed as being an ‘errand boy’ at an accountants company.
Edwin first enlisted as Private 2745 in the Manchester Regiment and later drafted to 1st battalion Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment. (The service number is what most on-line sites record)
Oddly there is a Private 2245 Edwin Stormes who was in ‘B company 1st / 7th battalion Manchester Regiment.
He was with them in Gallipoli and was wounded on 12th August 1915 and after 35 days treatment Edwin was sent
home with a gunshot wound to the right thigh on 15th September 1915.
He travelled on the hospital ship ‘Tunisian’.
At this time Edwin, aged 19 years, was reported to have ‘4 years’ service so must have been in the Territorial
Army prior to the outbreak of the war.
On the 1911 census there is only one ‘E. Stormes’ in the country recorded with the same age profile as Edwin (13
years ± 2).
I think this is the same chap
On his return to active duty he was drafted to 1st battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.
War Diary 1st Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (21st to 27th November 1916)

Edwin’s battalion was near ‘Factory Corner,’ a trench near Bazentin Le Grand when he was reported to have
been killed in action on 25th November 1916.

Edwin is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Memorials at Salford Labs Club, St. Ignatius
Church Salford and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot A11 grave 443 reads
Pte. Edwin Stormes, L.N.L
Killed in Action in France
Nov. 25th 1916y, aged 18 years
Duty Nobly Done

Memorials
Salford Lads Club (Photo: SWARM)

St. Ignatius Church (Photo: SWARM)

Edwin’s older brother, Arthur first enlisted as Private S3 028247 in Army Service Corps and was later drafted as
Private 45764 Arthur Ernest Stormes in the 13th battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps

Private 9830 Henry Taylor 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Henry (b.1896, Salford) was the oldest son of Henry (B.1861, Pendleton) and Bridget (1862, Manchester)
Henry Taylor married Bridget Monahan at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Salford on 13th September 1880.
They had two other children, Mary Jane (b.1892 Pendleton) and Martin (b.1898, Pendleton)
On the 1881 census Henry and Bridget lived at Granville Street, Salford.
Henry was reported as being a ‘black smith striker’ and Bridget recorded as being a ‘striker’
On the day of the 1891 census the family were at Ayr Street, Salford.
Henry was now employed as a ‘brick layers labourer’ and Bridget was employed as a ‘jack tender’ at a cotton mill.
On the 1901 census they lived at Gray Street, Pendleton and Henry was now employed as a ‘brick burner’
On the 1911 census they still lived at Gray Street and Henry was now employed as a ‘brick setter’
His eldest son Henry, was employed as a labourer at a ‘lard manufactures’
Henry enlisted in November 1914, into the 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, which was formed at Codford in
October 1914 and came under orders of 74th Brigade, 25th Division.
The 11th LF’s landed at Boulogne 25th September 1915 and the division concentrated in the area of Nieppe.
Their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to the Somme and the 11th LF’s joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade
making a costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
Henry badly wounded during this action.
He was treated in the local causality clearing station and later was sent back to England on HMHS Cambia
Unsure of where he was treated in England until 23rd October when he was admitted to University College
Hospital London from 1914 this hospital included a 20-bed specialist military cardiac unit.
Henry was diagnosed as suffering from ‘endocarditis’, which is a rare and potentially fatal infection of the inner
lining of the heart (the endocardium).
It's most commonly caused by bacteria entering the blood and travelling to the heart, more than probably from the
wounds he got on the Somme.
Sadly Henry died at 00:50 hours on 11th November 1916.
He is remembered on the Roll of Honour for St. Clements Church and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot K grave 35 reads
Pte. Henry Taylor 11th LF
The beloved son of
Henry & Bridget Taylor
Who died 11th Nov 1916
Aged 21 years

National Roll of Honour

Memorial at St. Clements Church
(photo:SWARM)

Private 31834 Walter Taylor 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Walter (b.1894, Patricroft) was a son of Burton (b. 1867, Barton) and Margaret (b.1864, Haslingdon)
Burton Taylor married Margaret Barker in the first quarter of 1889 as Sacred Trinity Church in Salford
They had another son, George (b.1892, Eccles)
On the 1891 census the couple lived at Davis Street, Eccles and Burton was recorded as being a ‘pork butcher’
Their eldest son George was born 1892 in Eccles.
Sadly Burton died in the last quarter of 1893 aged 27 years.
Margaret married William Dickinson at Christ Church, Salford on 8th February 1895.
On the 1901 census the ‘Dickinson’ family are living at Muslinet Street, Salford and William is reported as being
an ‘iron mongers’ assistant.
Margaret has had two more children, both born in Salford a daughter, Florence (b.1897) and another son, Sami
(b.1899)
Sadly Florence died in the fourth quarter of 1906 aged 10 years
On the 1911 census the family are at Evans Street, Salford and there is another child, William ((b.1902, Salford).
Walter, now working, is employed as an assistant ‘hydraulic packer’
Walter Taylor married Violet Gaunt at St. Simon’s Church Salford during the third quarter of 1914 and they had a
daughter, Evelyn, in the third quarter of 1915
Sadly Evelyn died on 20th May 1916 aged 9 months old.
Ensure of when Walter enlisted into the 16th battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals) which was raised in
Salford on the 15th November 1914. They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved
to Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to
concentrate in Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved
on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They then proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on the Somme on 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford
Pals being almost wiped out.
The battalion was reinforced (this could be when Walter was drafted to them) and saw further action at the
Somme
November 1916
The attack of the British Fifth Army against German First Army along the River Ancre between Thiepval and
Beaumont Hamel was the final large-scale British attack on the Somme before winter set in.
The 16th LF’s got involved in this action on 23rd November when 240 of the battalion plus 80 men Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers attacked in four waves.
War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd November 1916
Zero hour was 15:30 hours, the advance started under the cover of our artillery barrage. Munich and Reach trenches were
occupied without much opposition. An attacking from there the units ran into heavy enemy fire.
Many of the Officers and NCO’s were killed or wounded
Causalities for the action were high (over 85%), 25 killed (including officers), 129 wounded, 1 suffering shell
shock, 57 missing.
Walter was one of the men reported killed in action on this day, 23rd November 1916.

Letter to the ‘96th Infantry Brigade’ the Commander of 16th LF’s, by Lt. Col. Abercrombie

Walter is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Beaumont Hamel and Weaste Cemetery
Plot J grave 2000 (Gaunt family) reads
Pte. Walter Taylor
Killed in France Nov 23rd 1916
Aged 23 years

Lance Corporal R 918 Ernest Whinfield 12th battalion King’s Rifle Corps
Ernest (b.1896, Salford) was a son of William (b.1858, Salford) and Ruth (b.1860, Manchester)
William Booth Whinfied married Ruth Hartley at Christ Church, Salford on 1st August 1881
They had seven children in total, one of whom died young.
The other children, all born in Salford, were, William (b.1885), Albert (b.1887), Harold (b.1889), Frank (b.1891)
and Ethel (b.1898)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Crescent View, Salford and William was reported as being a, picture
mounter’
On the 1901 census they lived at Church Street, Pendleton and William had the same occupation.
They were at the same address for the 1911 census, William has the same occupation and Ernest, now working
is recorded as a ‘cutter of mackintoshes’
Ernest enlisted in Winchester on 5th September 1914 into 12th battalion King’s Rifle Corps.
The battalion came under orders of 60th Brigade in 20th Light) Division.
They moved to Bisley, and then in November 1914 moved to Blackdown.
During February 1915 they moved into billets at Hindhead.
On 10th April 1915 the battalion moved to Larkhill
On 22nd July 1915 they landed at Boulogne, the division concentrating in the Saint-Omer area.
They moved to the Fleurbaix area for trench familiarisation.
In 1916 they were in action at the battle of Mount Sorrel, in which the Division, along with the Canadians,
recaptured the heights. They were in action on the Somme in the battle of Delville Wood, the battle of Guillemont,
the battle of Flers-Courcelette, the battle of Morval and the battle of Le Transloy.
Transloy Ridges 1st October 1916
In the area of Rainbow Trench.
Resolute in his belief, that the German Army was demoralised and on the brink of defeat, Haig continued to push
his ever-depleted battalions in operations to break the German lines before winter.
The battle began well with the capture of Eacourt L'Abbaye as well as advances along the Albert to Bapaume
road.
However, there were no substantial gains or losses for either side, the British objectives being a line of trenches
running north from Le Transloy. The flank brigades attacked but with only partial success in the heavy ground.
Fierce enemy resistance prevented the attack from succeeding on the day; the objectives were not finally taken
until 3rd October.
A further attack, with the intention of capturing the ridge overlooking Le Transloy, pushing the British line towards
Ligny and advancing past Le Sars to the high ground of the Butte de Warlencourt, was mounted on 7th October,
but resulted only in the capture of Le Sars and a high number of casualties.
Ernest was one of the men killed in action on this date.
Ernest is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Mandlebergs
and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot O grave 31 reads
Ernest son of above
Killed in France Oct. 7th 1916
Aged 20 years

Not forgotten
James Mather
Plot A11 Grave 2370 reads
(Memorial Stone)
James Mather
who died Dec 3rd 1916
aged 48 years

William Simpson
Plot L grave 996 reads
William Simpson
Beloved husband of Emily Simpson
Who died Dec 14th 1916
Aged 43 years

Pte. 2985 James Mather
4th batt Manchester Regiment

Cpl 573 William Simpson
1st /8th batt Lancashire Fusiliers

John Ward
Plot G grave 786
(CWGC headstone) reads
22096 Private
J. Ward
Manchester Regiment
21st October 1916, age 22
A Duty Nobly Done

Jack Taylor
Plot H grave 1650 reads
Pte. Jack Taylor L.F’s
Son of above
Died in France Nov. 8th 1916
Aged 21 years

J.E. Wardle
Plot G grave 361
(CWGC headstone) reads
24017 Private
J.E. Wardle
Royal Army Medical Corps
14th December 1916

Pte. 37695 Jack Taylor
2nd batt Lancashire Fusiliers

Harry Wardley
Plot 33 grave 1022
(CWGC headstone) reads
27677 Private
H. Wardley
Royal Lancaster Regiment
27th December 1916

William Henry Williams
Plot H grave 1233 reads
William Henry
Pte. E. Lancs. Regt.
Son of above, age 35 years
Killed in France Le Bueuf
Nr. Combrai, Oct 18th 1916

W. Young
Plot B24 grave 4106
(CWGC headstone) reads
11964 Private
W. Young
Lancashire Fusiliers
10th October 1916

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact one of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@virginmedia.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

In this booklet the articles are written by Jean Coward
Peter Kilvert
Beryl Patten
Gerald Tidswell

This quarter we also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby
Duncan McCormick
Tony Flynn
Desmond Royle
John Hartley
CWGC
Alex Bolas
Tony Sosna
Royal College of Arts (London)

SWARM
Local History Library
Salford on Line
Volunteer at Imperial War Museum North
for use of information from the web site: www.hellfirecorner.co.uk

Whilst ‘Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust’ (the Trust), has taken all reasonable care in compiling this leaflet and
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content, given the range of sources from which the
Trust gathers information, the Trust can take no responsibility for any inaccuracies which may occur.
Furthermore the Trust will take no responsibility for any loss or damage whatsoever caused as a result of any
inaccuracy within the leaflet.

Back issues available at
http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

