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Our Huge War Bill
Mr. Bonar Law’s important speech in the Commons today by our Parliamentary Correspondent.
War finance will be the principle business before the House of Commons during the nest few weeks.
This afternoon an important speech will be made by Mr. Bonar Law, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who will
ask for Votes of Credit for £550,000,000 (over £26,000M today)
These votes will make the total from the beginning of the war no less than a sum of £4,082,000,000 (nearly
£200,000 M today)
The total fort the current financial year will be £1,960,000,000 which exceeds Mr. McKenna’s estimate by no
less than £350,000,000.
An interesting debate is expected in the House of Lords tomorrow when Lord Beresford of Metemmeh will call
attention to the serious menace to enemy submarines and asks the Government if news and drastic plans are
being carried out to meet the menace.
Mr. Bonar Law has just been presented at Bootle, by 2,300 women from all parts of the Empire with a beautiful
embroidered supper cloth, in appreciation of his work
(Daily Mirror 12th February 1917)

£4000 per Minister
Mr. Bonar Law, answering Sir Godfrey Baring, said the number of Ministers of the Crown was 34 and the
salaries paid amounted to £133,500. (The average works out at just under £4,000 per Minister).
Mr. Swift MacNeill asked if the number of the cabinet, including under secretaries, did not amount to 82.
In reply to Sir Charles Hobhouse, Mr. Bonar Law said that the new departments created by the present
Government, in addition to the Labour and Pensions Ministries, were Food Controller, the Shipping Controller
and the Director of National Services.
The names of the Ministers and parliamentary secretaries had already been announced as well as their
salaries, with the exception of that of the Director of Nation Service, which was under £2,000 per year
(Daily Mirror 20th February 1917)

Food
With many men from the farming industry joining the armed services, leaving the country in short supply of
agricultural workers there were rising concerns about British food stocks.
The wheat harvest of 1916 was lower than usual and the potato crop in Scotland and parts of England failed.
Food prices started rapidly increasing, making some items unaffordable for many people.
Local authorities were encouraged to provide land for ‘allotments’ to grow food.
British merchant ships transporting food from overseas would be at risk of being sunk, worsening the
shortages.
In 1917 the Women’s Land Army was formed to provide extra voluntary labour, with 'Land Girls' replacing
servicemen who had left the farms to fight.
The government also created campaigns encouraging people all over the country to start growing their own
food.
A scheme of voluntary rationing was promoted on 1st February 1917, with the aim of reducing the consumption
of food in short supply, and to show how to avoid waste when cooking.
The allowance under this scheme was based on three staples of the daily diet - bread, meat, and sugar. The
weekly allowance was for:
Bread including cakes, puddings etc - 4lbs (1.8 kg)
Meat including bacon, ham, sausages, game, rabbits, poultry, and tinned meat - 2½ lbs (1.1 kg)
Sugar ¾ lb (340 grams)
Although this voluntary scheme had some effect, more was still needed.
Shortages continued and although wealthier people could still afford food, malnutrition was seen in poor
The situation deteriorated even further when, on 9th January 1917, Germany announced unrestricted
submarine warfare, this would now put each and every ship crossing the Atlantic Ocean to Britain at a greater
risk of being sunk
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Economy in Food
As two thirds of the food we consume comes from over the seas, the appeal
which Lord Devonport, the Food Controller, has put before the nation is as wise
as it is modest. He asks us all to be economical in the use of meat, bread and
sugar. He does not suggest that we should starve ourselves or even that we
should stint ourselves unpleasantly.
All he seems to require is that in cases where food is eaten to excess the
practice shall be stopped. The figures which he mentions will not apply in all
cases. They are not intended to. They are given as a guide or as a scale
according to which can in a general way regulate our appetites.
Upon the way in which the appeal is received will depend future policy in the
matter of food control.
If the statistics at the disposal of Lord Devonport show that as a result of the appeal the consumption of certain
foods has fallen to a reasonable extent, all will be well. Once again Great Britain will have proved herself a
sensible nation, capable throughout her length and breadth of the best form of self government.
If the Food Controller should find that is the regulation of our appetites we have not lived up to our reputation,
if statistics prove the humiliating fact that consumption goes on as before, then new methods, compulsory in
their operation, will have to be adopted.
WE must all hope that recourse to this plan will not be necessary.
It will be observed that restriction in consumption is suggested in the case of three kinds of food only.
The limitation must not be taken to imply that excessive use of other varieties is desirable or even permissible.
(Manchester Evening News 3rd February 1917)

Food Prices nearly double
The Board of Trade Labour Gazette today says that in the United Kingdom retail prices of food on March 1st
were about 2% higher than a month earlier. A comparison of prices on March 1st with those of a year age
shows an increase of about 32% and compared with the immediately before the outbreak of war there is an
increase of 92%.
(Manchester Evening News 16th March 1917)

Berlin’s Food Plight.

Cards issued for almost everything – chance for thieves

How scarce food is in the German capital is shown by Mr. Ackermann, ex-correspondent of the ‘United Press’
in Berlin; who in the ‘Journal’ (Paris) gives a sketch of life in that city.
He writes:‘For Berliners the food problem is the greatest difficulty of the war. You will hardly hear them speak of anything
else but food and each day sees them devoting the greater part of their time to the search for food.
Each inhabitant receives from the municipality cards for the following:Bread, cards for which are becoming less and less proportionate to the needs (accordingly as the other foods,
principally vegetables, become more and more scarce)
Potatoes, eggs, meat sugar, confectionary, milk, fats, butter, margarine, soap and lastly a general
supplementary card.
Through Berlin one witnesses a desperate pursuit to secure or repurchase provision tickets and one hears of
nothing but stolen cards. This has created quite a shady industry and certain shops carry in a fraudulent traffic
in food, which is sold at formidable prices’ Wireless Press
(Manchester Evening News 19th February 1917)

Manchester Evening News 7th March 1917

Chronology of the War: January – March 1917
19th January 1917: The Zimmermann Telegram
The Zimmermann Telegram was a secret diplomatic communication issued from the German Foreign Office on 19th January 1917
that proposed a military alliance between Germany and Mexico in the event of the United States' entering World War against
Germany.
The proposal was intercepted and decoded by British intelligence.
Revelation of the contents enraged American public opinion, especially after the German Foreign Secretary Arthur Zimmermann
publicly admitted the telegram was genuine on 3rd March, and helped generate support for the United States declaration of war on
Germany.
The decryption was described as the most significant intelligence triumph for Britain during World War ,and one of the earliest
occasions on which a piece of signals intelligence influenced world events.

The message came in the form of a coded telegram dispatched by the Foreign Secretary of the German Empire, Arthur
Zimmermann, on 19thJanuary 1917.
The message was sent to the German ambassador to Mexico, Heinrich von Eckardt. Zimmermann sent the telegram in anticipation
of the resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare by Germany on 1st February, an act the German government presumed would
almost certainly lead to war with the United States.
The telegram instructed Ambassador Eckardt that if the United States appeared certain to enter the war, he was to approach the
Mexican Government with a proposal for military alliance with funding from Germany.
The decoded telegram is as follows:
We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare.
We shall endeavour in spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral.
In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together, generous
financial support and an understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.
The settlement in detail is left to you.
You will inform the President of the above most secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the United States of America is certain and add the
suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and ourselves.
Please call the President's attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in a few
months to make peace.
Signed, ZIMMERMANN

1st February 1917: Germans resume unrestricted submarine warfare around the British Isles with the goal of
knocking Britain out of the war by cutting off all imports to starve the British people into submission.
3rd February 1917: The USA ceases diplomatic ties with Germany after a U-Boat sinks the American grain ship
‘Housatonic.’ Seven more American ships are sunk in February and March as the Germans sink 500 ships in
just sixty days.
23rd February: Germans in the central portion of the western front in France begin a withdrawal to the new
defensive line called the Siegfried Line, which was called the Hindenburg Line by the Allies).
This action shortened the overall front by 25 miles by eliminating an unneeded bulge.
During the three-week withdrawal, the Germans destroyed everything of value as they left the area.
25th February 1917: In the Middle East, the newly reinforced and replenished British troops retake Kut alAmara in Mesopotamia from outnumbered Turks. The British then continue their advance and capture
Baghdad, followed by Ramadi and Tikrit.
Russian Revolution
Called the February Revolution in Russia because they used the Julian calendar, while the Western world
used the Gregorian calendar this had thirteen days more
8th March 8, 1917 - A mass protest by Russian civilians in St. Petersburg turned into a revolution against Tzar
Nicholas II and the war. Within days, Russian soldiers mutiny and join the revolution.
March 15, 1917 - The three century old Romanov dynasty in Russia ends upon the abdication of Tzar
Nicholas II. In his place, a new democratically minded Provisional Government is established. Great Britain,
France, the United States, and Italy rush to recognize the new government in the hope Russia will stay in the
war and maintain its huge presence on the Eastern Front.

Local Men
Manchester Evening News
7th February
Private F.H. Rowland, Lancashire Fusiliers age 22 years of 20 Camp Street, Broughton died of
wounds at the King Edward VII hospital Windsor, on February 4th.
Before enlisting he was employed at the CWS Ramsgate Street, Broughton.

17th February
Pte. Arthur Stubbs, 1st Manchester Regiment died of dysentery as a prison of war in Germany,
having been captured on 8th March 1916.
He was 33 years of age and lived at 20, Watkin Street, Salford.
Before enlisting he was employed at the Broughton Copper works.
He leaves a wife and three young children. Stubbs was one of six brothers in the Army.
He was the third to be killed, two other brothers being Pte. Robert Stubbs, 1st Manchester
Regiment, and Pte. Richard Stubbs 2nd Manchester Regiment.
21st February
Cpl John Sollinger, East Lancashire Regiment, killed on January 11th.
Served in the Boer War and leaves a widow and four children who live in Seedley.

26th February
Pte. W. Watson, Lancashire Fusiliers, previously reported missing on 1st July.
Now official reported to have been killed on that day. He saw serve in the South African War
and for twenty years was employed by the Manchester Ship Canal Co.
He leaves a widow and five children who live at Markindale Street, Salford.

Pte. Harry Snipe Lancashire Fusiliers, killed between 12th -14th February.
He was 33 years of age and lived at Vincent Street, Higher Broughton.
Before enlisted he was employed by Rylands of Tib Street, Manchester

27th February
Pte. John Kean, Canadians, was killed on 13th February.
Before going to Canada he was a beaterman at Chadwick & Taylors of Ordsall Lane, Salford.
He leaves a widow and two children living at St. Catherine’s, Orchard Park, Ontario.

28th February
Pte. Walter Goulsborough, Manchester Regt., reported missing 30th July now officially reported
to have been killed on that day, was employed as a clerk by Carr & Lucas of Fountain Street,
Manchester.
He lived at Dudley Street, Higher Broughton

8th March
The Military Medal has been awarded to Lance Corporal Charles Exley, Sherwood Foresters,
son of Mr. John Exley, late licensee of the ‘Duke of Lancaster Hotel’ Bexley Square Salford.
In a letter to relatives Exley says that in his company two officers have received the Military
Cross and three the Military Medal.
Exley adds that his connection with the affair for which he received his decoration, was he sat
with the sergeant major in a trench for an hour of terrible shelling by the enemy, but although blown about a lot
they did not receive a scratch.
Military Medal

13th March
Private Charles E. Read, Royal Fusiliers Public Schools, was killed on February 17th, was
employed for ten years by ‘Keith Blackman Ltd’ Manchester and lived at Woodland Avenue,
Higher Broughton

29th March
Pte. Joseph Butler, Lancashire Fusiliers, whose home was in Ashley Street, Seedly has been
killed in action.
He was an employee of the L. and NW Railway Co.

Remembered at Agecroft Cemetery this quarter

Private 121400 William Arden Army Service Corps 619th Mechanical Transport Company
William (b.1887, Pendleton) was a son of William (b.1861, Eccles) and Elizabeth (b.1864, Worsley)
William Arden married Elizabeth Owen at Eccles Parish Church on 25th December 1880.
They had at least four other children; all born in Pendleton, George (1885), Eveline (1889), David (1893) and
Luke (1897).
On the 1881 census William and Elizabeth were living at Moorside Road, Worsley with her parents.
William is recorded as being a ‘carter’
William died in the third quarter of 1899, aged 36 years.
On the 1901 census the family are living at Borough Street, Pendleton and Elizabeth is recorded as being a
‘greengrocer’
William, now working, is a ‘cotton bander (dyer)’
Elizabeth married James Annett at St. Clements Church in Broughton during the third quarter of 1907 and on
the 1911 census is living at Norfolk Street, Pendleton.
William Arden married Rose Hannah Moulding at St. Thomas’s Church Salford on 14th December 1907.
On the 1911 census William and Rose are living at Back Union Street, Pendleton.
William is employed as a ‘cotton dyer’ at the Armitage Cotton Mill.
They have three sons, all born in Pendleton, William (1908), James (1909) and George (1911).
They have a daughter, Eveline who was born on 23rd July 1913.
William enlisted with the Army Service Corps at Grove Park, Manchester on 20th September 1915 and his
occupation was listed as being a motor driver.
He sailed aboard the SS Caledonian on 19th January 1916 to Alexandria (Egypt) arriving there on 7th February
1916.
On arrival at Egypt William was drafted into the 619th Mechanical Transport Company Army Service Corps as
a ‘motor driver’
William was admitted to hospital suffering from ‘enteritis’ on 26th May 1916 and discharge back to his unit on
1st June.
William’s company was then moved to Salonika (Balkans) aboard SS Minnetonka on 6th August, arriving there
on the 10th August.
William is reported as being ‘killed in action’ on 27th February 1917; this may have been when German aircraft
bombed two Allied military camps.
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Lembert Road Salonika, The Rolls of Honour at St. Luke’s
Church Salford, Armitage Cotton Mill and Agecroft Cemetery

Part of the St Luke’s Memorial
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Plot 30 grave 267 reads
William Arden
Killed in Salonika
Feb. 27th 1917 aged 30 years

Private 11876 Thomas Hobson 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Thomas (b.1878, Pendleton) was a son of Thomas (b. 1850, Preston) and Emma (b.1851, Pendleton)
Thomas Hobson married Emma Holt on 20th October 1872 at St. Thomas’s Church Pendleton
They had at least two other children, William Richard (b.1873, Pendleton) and Alice Emma (b.1881,
Breightmet, Bolton)
On the 1881 census the family lived at ‘Oakenbottom’ in the Breightmet region of Bolton.
Thomas is recorded as a ‘cotton spinner operative’
Can not find Thomas nor his parents on the 1891 census
Thomas married Alice Morris on 13th May 1899 at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford.
They are found at Cook Street, Pendleton on the 1901 census.
Thomas’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘coal miner’
By the 1911 census they are living at Oswald Street, Pendleton.
They now have five children, all born in Pendleton.
William (b. 1901), Hannah (b.1902), Alice (b.1904), Ethel (b.1909) and Eider (b.1911)
Thomas’s employment is listed as being a labourer’ in a rubber works
At the time of the war breaking out he worked at Mandleburg’s works
Thomas enlisted during November 1914 in 13th platoon ‘D’ company 16th Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford
Pals)
At some time he was transferred to the 11th battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers was raised at Codford in October
1914 and joined 74th Brigade, 25th Division. The Division assembled for training in the area around Salisbury.
They proceeded to France on the 25th September 1915, landing at Boulogne and the division concentrated in
the area of Nieppe. Their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to The Somme and joined the Battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade making a
costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
The Division was in action at the battle of Bazentin, the battle of Pozieres and the battle of the Ancre Heights.
On 22nd January 1917 the 11th LF’s took over the trenches at St Yves near Ploegsteert.
That afternoon the Germans opened a heavy bombardment which caused great damage to the defences.
The Germans then attacked with three groups of about 30 men.
The first group were driven back by Lewis gun fire but the other two made it t the front line at BrokenTree
House and began advancing in both directions down the trench.
Three officer’s parties converged on the Germans who did not hang around for a fight.
In this pointless action the enemy had gained nothing and the Fusiliers had lost 1 officer and 18 other ranks
killed with another 29 wounded.
Sadly Thomas was killed during this bombardment
Local newspaper:
Private T. Hobson
Private Thomas Hobson, Lancashire Fusiliers, killed in action in France on 22nd January was 39 years of age and formerly
resided in Ashton Street, Pendleton. He joined the army in November 1914 and had been on active service eighteen months,
prior to which he was employed at Messrs. Mandleberg’s Works in Pendleton.
He wife received the following letter from C.O. T. Kirfus:Dear Mrs. Hobson, you will have heard by now of the sad news concerning your husband, Private T. Hobson.
This is the first opportunity I have had of giving you any information about his death, but I regret to say that he was killed
during an enemy bombardment on 22nd January last.
He was a very good soldier and a cheerful and willing comrade and will be missed by everyone who knew him.
I deeply sympathise with you in your sad bereavement.

Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Berks Cemetery (Belgium), On the Mandleburg Roll of
Honour and at Agecroft Cemetery

Plot 15 grave 1458 reads
Pte. Thomas Hobson
Killed in action
Jan 22nd 1917
Aged 37 years

Private 29322 Joseph Newton 17th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st South East Lancashire)
Joseph (b.1883, Pendleton) was a son of Benjamin (b. 1857, Salford) and Fanny (b.1857, Congleton).
Benjamin Newton married Fanny Currey in the second quarter of 1876 at St. Simon’s Church, Salford
Their other children were, (all born in Salford) Elizabeth Ellen (b.1877), George (b.1880) Harriett Ann (b.1884),
Benjamin (b.1887) and Frederick (b.1890)
Sadly Elizabeth Ellen died in the first quarter of 1894 aged 16 years.
On the1881 census the family lived at 96 Cook Street, Pendleton.
No occupations are listed for Benjamin or Fanny.
On the 1891 census the family had moved across the road to 85 Cook Street.
Benjamin is now recorded as being employed as a ‘gardener’
They are at the same address on the 1901 census, Benjamin is employed as a ‘labourer gardener’ and
Joseph, now working, is employed as a ‘jobber’ (a pieceworker) in a cotton mill
On the 1911 census the family had moved to Borough Street, Pendleton.
Benjamin is now working for Salford Council as a ‘park keeper’ and his son Joseph is now employed as an
‘overlooker spinner’ (superintendent) in a cotton mill
Joseph enlisted into the 17th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was raised as a bantam battalion (troops who were
under the normal regulation minimum height of 5 feet 3 inches) in Bury on the 3rd December 1914.
After initial training close to home, they moved to Chadderton near Oldham on the 16th March 1915.
On June 21st they joined 104th Brigade, 35th Division at Masham, North Yorkshire.
They then moved to Cholderton, Salisbury Plain for final training in August and the battalion were formally
adopted by the War Office on August 27th 1915.
The 17th battalion was ordered to Egypt in late 1915, but the order was soon cancelled and they proceeded to
France landing at Le Havre on January 29th 1916, the division concentrated east of St Omer. They were in
action during the battles of the Somme at Bazentin Ridge, Arrow Head Copse, Maltz Horn Farm and
Falfemont Farm. The division received new drafts of men to replace losses suffered on the Somme, but the
Commanding Officer soon discovered that these new recruits were not of the same physical standard as the
original Bantams, being men of small stature from the towns, rather than the miners and farm workers who
had joined up in 1915. A medical inspection was carried out and 1439 men were transferred to the Labour
Corps.
Their places being taken by men transferred from the disbanded yeomanry regiments, who underwent a quick
training course in infantry methods at a Divisional depot set up specifically for that purpose.
In early 1917 they were in action during the pursuit to the Hindenburg Line
The 17th battalion were in the Naours area for a training period starting 9th February and lasting to the 15th.
The objective of the training was ‘every man to be capable of using efficiently every infantry weapon.’
War Diary 17th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd February 1917 reads:Rosieres

23.2.17

‘W’, ‘Y’ & ‘Z’ Coys of Battalion moved up line to relief one coy of 23rd Manchester’s, 20th Lan Fus and 18th Lan Fus respectively.
Operation Order. 1.Tomorrow Feb 23rd the following Coys will carry on reliefs in the
line as order. ‘Y’ Coy will relieve one coy of 20th Lan Fus. ‘W’ coy will relieve one coy 23rd Manchester’s.
‘Z’ coy will relieve one coy 18th Lan Fus. Trenches are exceedingly bad, going being difficult.
Relief completed finally at 10am on 24th inst. During the relief the enemy shelled heavily shelled the line.
We suffered the following casualties: 4 OR KILLED and 5 OR WOUNDED

Joseph must have been one of the four men killed on 23rd February 1917.
Joseph is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Pendleton
and Agecroft Cemetery.

The panel showing Joseph at St. Thomas’s Church (photo: SWARM)

Plot 25 grave 251 reads
Pte. Joseph Newton
L/Cpl Frederick Newton
Sons of the above killed in France
His brother Lance Corporal 21116 Frederick Newton 1st platoon ‘A’ company 22nd battalion Manchester
Regiment (7th Pals), was killed in action on 1st July 1916 and is buried at Thiepval.

Not forgotten

Thomas Bilsborrow
Plot 26 grave 169
CWGC headstone reads
69101 Private
T. Bilsborrow
The King’s Liverpool Regiment
11th March 1917
Age 40
Though lost to sight
To memory ever dear
Pte. 69101 Thomas Bilsborrow
10th battalion (Labour)
King’s Liverpool Regiment

Remembered at Peel Green Cemetery this quarter

Private 1060 Thomas Blakeley 1st battalion Welsh Guards
Thomas (b.1891, Eccles) was the oldest son of Harry (b.1857, Eccles) and Ada (b.1863,
Ludlow)
Harry Blakely married Ada Louise Tunnicliffe at Eccles Parish Church on 23rd April 1884.
They had six other children all born in Eccles, Ada Elizabeth (b.1886), Dorothy (b.1887),
Gabrielle (b.1893), Gwendoline (b.1896) and Harry (b.1905)
ON the 1891 census the family lived at Vernon Grove, Barton.
Harry was reported as being a ‘calico printer’.
On the 1901 census they lived at Peel Street, Eccles and Harry’s occupation was recorded as being an
‘African Merchant’
They were living at the same address on the 1911 census and Harry is now reported as being a ‘retired
African Merchant’. Harry, now working, is recorded as being a ‘clerk for a broker’
At the outbreak of war Thomas enlisted as Private 21734 in the Grenadier Guards.
He transferred to the 1st battalion Welsh Guards on its formation by Royal Warrant at White City on 26th
February 1915. The battalion moved to Sandown Park on 28th April 1915.
Next they moved to Wellington Barracks on 4th June1915.
On the 18th August 1915 the battalion was mobilised for war and landed at Havre joining the 3rd (Guards)
Brigade of the Guards Division and engaged in many actions on the Western front during the winter of 1915
and most of the actions of 1916.
Harry is reported to have been killed in action on 4th February 1917.
War Diary 1st battalion Welsh Guards 3rd February 1917

This may indicate that Harry was the soldier killed in this patrol
Local newspaper

Mr.Blakely of Preston Avenue, Eccles received notification on February 17th that this son Pte. T.T. Blakeley of the Welsh Guards
was killed in action on February 4th somewhere in France.
He was wounded at St. Jean on April 4th 1916, after going through many engagements including Loos, Hill 60, Hulluch, Vermelles,
Hohenzollern Redoubt, Givenchy, Ypres and all along the line in La Bassee district.
After four months convalescence he returned to France early in September.
He was marked down for a commission on his own merit, by his superiors.
He was well known in the Eccles and Pendlebury districts and was very popular in and out of the army.
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Bronfray Farm (Somme), Roll of Honour at Eccles Parish
Church and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 18411 reads
Thomas Tunnicliffe, son of
Harry & A. Louise Blakely
Killed in action in France Feb. 3rd 1917
Aged 26 years

Cap badge

Colours of 1st battalion Welsh Guards
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Private 35067 Harry Clare Lancashire Fusiliers

Harry (b.1893, Winton) was the youngest son of Lee (b.1865, Eccles) and Ann (b.1864, Salford)
Lee Clare married Ann Royle in Prestwich during the second quarter of 1885.
They had three other children, Ann Jane (b.1887) and John (b.1889) born in Peel Green
George (b.1890) was born in Winton.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Cleavley Road Winton and Lee was recorded as being employed as a
‘carter’
The 1901 census finds the family at Partington Street, Monton and Lee is now employed as a ‘lurry driver’ for a
grocer.
On the 1911 census they are at Clifton Road, Eccles and Lee is now employed by the Co-op as a ‘lurryman’
Harry, now working, is employed as a ‘railway porter’
Harry married Kathleen Joyce on 17th July 1912 at Stowell Memorial, Salford
Although his Christian name is quoted as ‘Henry’, all the other details are correct.
Henry Clare - 22, Railway Porter, Bachelor, 9 Clifford Street Salford
Kathleen Joyce - 22, Barmaid, Spinster, 7 Clifford Street Salford
Groom's Father: Lee Clare, Carter
Bride's Father: John Joyce, (deceased), Druggist
Witness: William Henry Joyce; Annie Smith
Married by Banns by: C. E. Leytham. Rector
Harry enlisted with the Lancashire Fusiliers in August 1914 but was found not to be fit for active service.
He carried guarding duties at Pembroke Dock and Kinmel Park Training Camp at Abergele.
He transferred to the 72nd Lancashire Fusiliers training battalion in September 1916 as Private TR3/36018.
He was given a medical discharge from the Army on 26th October 1916 and awarded ‘Silver Badge’ number
111723.
He died at home on 27th January 1917.

Harry is remembered on the Roll of Honour at Eccles Parish Church and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot L grave 19804 reads
Pte. Harry Clare
Lancs. Fusiliers
Died 27th January 1917

From ‘National Roll of the Great War’

Boatswain John Thomas Corris Mercantile Marine (SS Tasso)
John, born during 1860 in Douglas on the Isle of Man was a son of son of John and Ann Corris.
John married Eleanor Jane Cubbon at St. Saviour’s Church in the Everton district of Liverpool during the third
quarter of 1888.
In total they had six children, three born in Liverpool, Elizabeth (b.1887), Thomas (b.1890) and Mabel
(b.1894).
Two were born in Irlam, John (b. 1899) and Gladys (b.1901) whereas Florrie was born in Salford in 1903.
On the 1891 census they are at Priory Street in the Everton district of Liverpool, Eleanor is with her eldest
children, Elizabeth and Thomas but her husband John is not there.
On the 1901 census they are to be found at Fiddlers Lane Irlam.
John is reported as being employed as a ‘lock gate man’
By the 1911 census the family are living at New Park Road, Salford and John is now employed as a ‘night
watch man’ by the Ship Canal Company
In March1917 John, ranked as a ‘boatswain’ was a crew member aboard SS Tasso which on a voyage from
Manchester to La Pallice (western France in Bay of Biscay)
SS Tasso was a general cargo ship armed with one 3” Lewis gun.
She was a 1860 tonne ship built in 1904 by the ‘Campbeltown Ship Building Company’
On this trip she was carrying war materials.
On 17th March she was sunk by a mine laid by the Germans submarine U-70 at
Latitude
47º 38.39’ north
Longitude
03º 33.91’ west
These co-orcinates about 5 miles south of Ile de Groix.
Ile Groix is an island and a commune in the Morbihan department of the region of Brittany in north-western
France and lies a few kilometres off the coast of Lorient.
Everybody aboard the ‘Tasso’ drowned
John is remembered on the Tower Hill Memorial and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 18908 reads
John Thomas
Beloved husband of the above
Torpedoed at sea, March 17th 1917
Aged 57 years

The Tower Hill Memorial panel for SS Tasso

Photo from: www.benjidog.co.uk/TowerHill/WW1

Private 11453 William Fishwick 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William (b.1884, Patricroft) was a son of John (b. 1851, Eccles) and Mary (b.1856, Eccles)
John Fishwick married Mary Gratrix in the first quarter of 1876 in Barton.
They had six children in total, the others were Frank (b.1877, Eccles), Annie (b.1881,
Patricroft), Ethel (b.1886, Patricroft) and John (b.1895, Patricroft).
Sadly the other child died young.
On the 1881 census the family lived at 47 Philip’s Street, Barton.
John’s employment is recorded as a ‘labourer’
On the 1891 census the family lived at 58 Philip’s Street, Barton.
John’s employment is recorded as a ‘general labourer’
On the 1901 census they lived at Irlam Avenue, Eccles and John is recorded as working in a ‘thread mill’
His son William is employed as an ‘iron moulder’
They were at the same address on the1911 census and John’s occupation is recorded as a ‘labourer’ in a
cotton hill. William is employed as a ‘labourer’ in a cotton mill making ‘sewing thread’
William enlisted in November 1914 and joined the ‘Eccles Pals’ with his brother John.
At the time William was working at Irlam Soap Works,
William joined 5th platoon ‘E’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was under the command of a
local officer, Captain Tweed. William’s brother Private 11683 John Fishwick was in 8th platoon ‘B’ company
16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
After training William was drafted to France in February 1916.
He took part in the battles at St. Eloi, Albert and the Somme.
William was transferred into the 19th battalion which became a ‘pioneer battalion’ on 7th August 1916.
He was with the 19th battalion in the Ancre area on 17th January 1917 in the trenches.
A shell exploded over head, burying William in earth and debris.
Sadly, William was dead when his comrades dug him out.
He had a full military funeral; his platoon chums carrying his coffin, at Berles-Au-Bois Churchyard Extension
The village remained in British hands from the summer of 1915, when it was taken over from French troops,
until the end of the War.
It suffered at times from severe shelling, which caused the destruction of the original church.
However, its replacement was erected 400 metres distant from the original site, leaving the churchyard
separated from the church. The village was 'adopted' after the war by the County of Wolverhampton.
Berles-au-Bois Churchyard Extension was begun by French troops, whose graves are in the south corner.
It was continued by the 46th North Midland and other Divisions from September 1915, until January 1917,
when it was closed. William must have been last soldiers buried there.
His brother survived the war, including a tour with the Army of Occupation in Germany.
He was demobilised in May 1919.
From Great War National Roll of Honour
William

John

Local newspaper.
Eccles Fusilier killed
The death has been notified of Pte. William Fishwick, of the Lancashire Fusiliers, son of Mr. & Mrs. Fishwick of Trafford Road,
Eccles and formerly of Irlam Aven.
Deceased was one of the two brothers who enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, William and John and both have been on active
service in France. The deceased was enlisted by Major Tweed but was subsequently transferred to another battalion
He was 33 years of age and before enlisting was employed at the Irlam soap works.
An old Patricroft Higher Grade school boy, he was also a Sunday scholar at Patricroft Congregation Church.
His company officer writing on Jan. 19th, states that Fishwick was killed on Jan. 17th by a shell burst when at work in the
trenches. He was, added the officer, a true soldier, always willing for any work and this dearth is greatly deplored by all who
knew him.
The Rev. J.H. Martin, the Wesleyan Chaplin writing to Mrs. Fishwick on Jan 18th stated that her son was not hit by the shell but
buried by earth and other materials and when dug out was found to be dead. The writer states he was a brave and bright
fellow, and very highly spoken of by his comrades
He was buried with full military honours and carried to his last resting place in a British Cemetery by a party of his own chums.
The deceased was a brother in law of the late Sergt. Pickles; one of the original company of Patricroft Territorial’s killed in
Gallipoli and very great sympathy is felt in the district for the bereaved mother and relatives.
William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Berles-au-Bois Churchyard Extension, The Rolls of Honour
at Patricroft Congregational Church, CWS Soap Work Irlam, CWS Memorial at Manchester and Peel Green
Cemetery.
Photos by SWARM: On the left ~ Patricroft Congregational Church and CWS Soap Work Irlam on the right

Plot K grave 12986 reads
Private William Fishwick
Their beloved son
Who was killed in France
Jan. 17th 1917 aged 33 years

Private 200689 John E Kirk ‘F’ Company 5th battalion Manchester Regiment
John (b.1890.Salford) was the oldest son of Thomas (b.1867, London) and Rose (b.1868, Sligo)
Thomas Kirk married Rose Dunbar at St. Mary’s Church Eastham (Cheshire) on 18th March 1889

From the wedding certificate you can see that both Thomas and his father Edward were ‘excavators’ working
on the building of the Manchester Ship Canal.
In 1881 they were both working as excavator navvies working for Denshaw Waterworks building the New
Year’s Bridge Reservoir, Dowry Reservoir, Crook Gate Reservoir and Readycon Dean Reservoir in the
Saddleworth area. Work started in 1876 and finished in 1883.
On the 1881 census Thomas is with his parents, Edward and Eliza, with four other children, all boys at
Denshaw Huts, Saddleworth. With them are five lodgers, all navvies.
The ‘Kirks’ are not found on the census till after Thomas’s marriage and his family are living at Renshaw Street
on the 1911 census. They have five other children besides John.
Two born in Salford, Jessie (b.1892), and Alfred (b.1902) the three born in Peel Green were Thomas (b.1895),
Arthur (b.1898) and Rose (b.1900)
Two other children died young.
Thomas was employed as a ‘general labourer’ by Manchester Corporation and John was employed in the
‘blowing room’; of a cotton mill.
John Edward Kirk married Edith Maude Howell during the second quarter of 1911 in Barton on Irwell.
They had the following children, all born in Eccles, Margaret (b.1911), Kathleen (b.1913), Agnes (b.1914) and
Thomas (b.1916)
Not sure when John enlisted in Wigan with ‘F’ company 5th battalion Manchester Regiment which was based
at the Drill Hall in Patricroft.
5th battalion Manchester Regiment was a unit of the Territorial Force with its HQ at Bank Chambers, Wigan
where companies ‘A’ to ‘E’ drilled. ‘F’ company drilled at Patricroft ‘G’ company at Leigh and ‘H’ company at
Atherton.
Territorials were part time soldiers in peace time, front line soldiers in war time
They were part of the Manchester Infantry Brigade, East Lancashire Division.
When war broke out in August 1914 they were mobilized and moved to Rochdale to prepare for service
overseas.
They proceeded to Egypt arriving at Alexandria on the 25th September to defend the Suez Canal from the
Turkish forces in Palestine. They were in action in the Turkish attack on the Suez Canal on the 3rd February
1915. In the first week of May the division embarked from Alexandria, landing at Cape Helles, Gallipoli, where
they saw action in the attempts to capture the heights of Krihia and the Battle of Krithia Vineyard which was a
diversionary attack for the British Landing at Sulva Bay.

The much depleted division were evacuated from Gallipoli in the first week of January 1916, returning to
Alexandria via Mudros. They returned to duty on the Suez Canal and were in action in the battle of Romani in
August. They transferred to France in March 1917.
John died at the 2nd Western General Hospital, Manchester on 29th March 1917.
The cause of death is listed as ‘died’, which usually means death was caused by a non – military situation.
i.e, by illness or disease
Many of the local men serving in ‘F’ company 5th battalion Manchester Regiment drilled in the building below.

Above drawing by king permission of Broady Northern Arts

The 2nd Western General Hospital opened in 1914 at the Central High School for Boys in Whitworth Street
Manchester providing 520 beds.
The hospital soon expanded and took over at least another 20 buildings, including a number of schools across
Manchester and Stockport.
A total bed capacity or more than 16000.

John is remembered at Peel Green Cemetery
Plot C1 grave 7134 reads
Pte. John Kirk
27th March 1917
Aged 27 years

Private 43594 Harry Levis 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment (7th City Pals)
Harry (b. 1890, was a son of William (b.1849, Ramsey, Hunts) and Ann (b.1851 Farcet, Hunts)
William Levis married Ann Peach at St. John the Baptist Church at New Wortley (near Leeds)
in the second quarter of 1873.
In total they had eleven children, one of whom died young.
On the 1881 census the family lived at 209, West Park Road, Salford.
William is recorded as being a ‘railway guard’.
At this time they have four sons, John (b.1874, Leeds), Arthur (B.1877, Leeds), Ernest (b.1878, Leeds) and
Reuben (b.1879, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family are at 51 Regent Street, Eccles and William is now a ‘green grocer’ as his son
Reuben. Additions to the family are Annie (b.1882, Salford) Jonathan (b.1883, Salford), Fanny (b. 1884.
Salford) and Harry (b. 180, Longsight)
By the 1911 census the family are at 46 Church Street, Eccles and William is now working on ‘own account’ as
a ‘fruiterer’. Sons Reuben and Frank (b.1888, Longsight) plus daughter Fanny are recorded as being ‘fruiterer’
assistants. Harry, now working, is employed at an engineering works as a ‘clerk’
Harry enlisted in 1914 in the Manchester Territorial Reserves and was later drafted into the 22nd battalion
which was part of the 91st brigade in the 7th division
He was posted to France in July 1916, after the huge losses on July 1st during the ‘Somme’ attack
He was in action on several occasions with the 22nd battalion which included the capture Mametz, the battle of
Bazentin, the attacks on High Wood, the battle of Delville Wood, the battle of Guillemont and the Operations
on the Ancre
The 7th and 46th divisions were ordered to occupy Bucquoy on 14th March 1917, after air reconnaissance
reported it almost empty. Protests were made by Major-General G. de S. Barrow, the 7th division commander,
Brigadier-General H. Cumming, commander of the 91st Brigade, Major-General W. Thwaites of the 46th
division and the commander of the 137th Brigade, after patrols had reported that the village was protected by
many machine-guns and three belts of wire, despite two days of wire-cutting bombardments.
The Vth Corps commander Lieutenant-General E. Fanshawe, insisted that the attack go ahead and agreed
only a delay until moonrise at 1:00 a.m.
The artillery bombardment was fired from 22:00 hours to 22:30 hours, alerting the German defenders, who
repulsed the attack. The 91st Brigade lost 262 casualties and the 137th Brigade 312 casualties; the Germans
withdrew two days later
The 22nd Manchester’s were in this action, their losses were one officer killed, 2 officers wounded & missing
and another officer wounded. There were 22 men killed, 52 men wounded and 65 men missing.
Harry was one of the men reported missing but later confirmed as being killed in action on that date.
Local newspaper
Official notification has been received that Pte. Harry Levis of the Manchester’s has been posted as missing since March 14th.
Levis, who is one of eight sons of Mr. and Mrs. Levis of Mather Road, Eccles is a well known member of the Eccles C.c. first team
and has often delighted spectators at Barton Lane by his vigorous batting and destructive bowling. He is 28 years of age,
unmarried and has been a soldier for about 2½ years. He enlisted in the Manchester Territorial Reserves but was drafted to a
service battalion and went to France in July last. He was a regular and frequent writer to his parents but his letters ceased
with the one written on March 7th and nothing was heard until the War Office notification came to hand on Saturday morning.
Levis’s eldest brother is a greengrocer, fruiterer etc, in Church St, and will be glad to learn any details from soldier friends of
his brother who can give any information as to his fate. Levis has two other brothers in France is on the Roll of honour of the
Eccles Wesleyan with whom he was associated in Church and Sunday school work and sport and recreation as a youth.

From the web site www.manutd.com/en/News-And.../History-feature-on-United-war-dead.aspx
Private 43594 Harry Levis 22nd Battalion (7th City) Manchester Regiment
Manchester United 1913-14
Mark Wylie: "We haven’t found any match reports stating he played for us, but his inclusion here is justified because he was a
reserve player and was registered with the club. The name Harry Levis appears only three times in the 1911 census, two of them
from the North West with one of those in Salford. He went missing in action with the Manchester Regiment and is
commemorated at various churches in the Eccles/Salford area. We’re pretty certain he’s our player and was a war casualty."
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Rolls of Honour at Eccles Parish Church, St.
Andrew’s Church, Eccles Wesleyan Church and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot K grave 12508 reads
also Harry
Beloved son of above
Who was killed in France
March 14th 1917, aged 28 years.
Local Memorials
Photos by SWARM
Eccles Parish Church

St Andrew’s Church

Eccles Wesleyan Church (middle section) Photo:SWARM

Private S 11050 John Woods 1st battalion Seaforth Highlanders
John (b.1885, Patricroft) was a son of James (b. 1859, Liverpool) and Emma (b.1859, Salford).
James Woods married Emma Mort on 26th November 1881 at Eccles Parish Church.
They had four other children, all born in Patricroft; David (b.1883), Fred (b.1889) and Mary (b.1894).
Sadly one other child died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Trafford Road, Barton and James’s occupation was recorded as a
‘bricklayer’
Sadly James died during the third quarter of 1899.
On the 1901 census the family were living at Myrtle Grove, Patricroft.
By the 1911 census the family lived at Station Road, Patricroft.
John, now working, was employed as a ‘grocer’ working for the Co-op in Barton.
Not sure when John enlisted with the 1st battalion Seaforth Highlanders.
On 4th August 1914 they were stationed at Agra, India as part of the Dehta Dun Brigade of the 7th (Meerut)
Division.
During September 1914 Mobilised for war and embarked for France arriving in Marseilles, and the formation
renamed the 19th Indian Brigade of the 7th (Meerut) Division.
The Division was engaged in various actions on the Western Front including; the battles of La Bassee, the first
battle of Messines, Armentieres and the battle of Loos.
In December 1915 the 1st Seaforth’s embarked to Mesopotamia and upon arrival the Division engaged in
various actions against the Ottoman Empire including; the battles at the Sheikh Sa'ad, Wadi, Hanna, Dujailia,
Sannaiyat, the fall of Kut, and the capture of Baghdad.
On 4th February 1916 they amalgamated with the ‘Black Watch’ until 12th July 1916 due to heavy casualties
received by both battalions.
On 22nd February 1917 the 1st Seaforth’s were at Sanniyat and capturing three lines of Turkish trenches
John was killed during this action.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Basra (Iraq), On the Rolls of Honour at St. Andrew’s Church,
Ecccles, Bridgewater Street, Eccles Co-op and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Until 1997 the Basra Memorial was located on the main quay of the naval dockyard at Maqil, on the west bank
of the Shatt-al-Arab, about 8 kilometres north of Basra.
Due to the sensitivity of the site, the Memorial was moved by presidential decree.
The move, carried out by the authorities in Iraq, involved a considerable amount of manpower, transport costs
and sheer engineering on their part, and the Memorial has been re-erected in its entirety.
The Basra Memorial is now located 32 kilometres along the road to Nasiriyah, in the middle of what was a
major battleground during the first Gulf War.

Plot L grave 19663 reads
John,
Brother of the above
And son of James & Emma Woods
Killed in action in Mesopotamia
Feb. 22nd 1917
Aged 35years
Remembrance lasts for ever

Cap badge

St Andrew’s Church Memorial (Photo:SWARM)

Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter

Apprentice John Allmark Mercantile Marine SS Sagamore
John (b. 1902, Sale) was the eldest son of Alfred (b.1879, Manchester) and Mary Jane (b.1880, Manchester)
Alfred Allmark married Mary Jane Timperley at St. John’s Church in Manchester during the last quarter of
1900.
On the 1901 census Alfred and Mary Jane were residing at Crossford Bridge, Stretford, between the Bridge
Inn and the Sewage Farm.
On the 1911 census the family lived at Hart Street, Southport.
Alfred is reported as being a ‘railway estate clerk’.
John, now aged 9 years is at school and also at the house is another son, James, who was born in Southport
during 1909
John may have joined the merchant navy when he was 12 years old as an apprentice.
SS Sagamore was built at Belfast in 1892 by Harland & Wolff Ltd.
She was a four-masted steel ship and during the war was armed astern with a 4.7 inch gun.
On the 3rd March she was returning to Liverpool from Boston with general cargo including munitions for the
British Government.
Vessel and cargo were valued at $1,500,000 and a total of 52 passengers and crew.
She was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-49 whilst 150 miles W.N.W. of Fastnet, Ireland.
(51.50°N 14.00°W)
The ‘Sagamore’ sank within 30 minutes, only three lifeboats being launched.
During a gale that night the lifeboats were all separated, two never to be seen again.
When the third lifeboat was rescued only seven of its twenty-two occupants were still alive.
Fifty-two hands were lost as a result of the attack, including the Master.
John died 3rd March 1917, aged 15 years
He drowned as a result of an attack by the German submarine 'U49'.
S.S. Sagamore - built in1892 was 5,197 gross tons ship.

S.S. Sagamore

John’s entry on the Tower Hill Memorial for SS Sagamore
Photo from: www.benjidog.co.uk/TowerHill/WW1
John is remembered on the Tower Hill Memorial and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot F grave 493 reads
also John, grandson of
John & Elizabeth Allmark
In his 16th year
Who was lost at sea by action of
German Submarine
March 3rd 1917.

Lance Corporal 13058 William Blythe 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
William (b. 1897, Manchester) was the eldest son of William (b.1865, Lincoln) and Ann (b.1872, Salford)
William Blythe married Ann Shore at St Clements Church Salford on 12th July 1890.
In total they had nine children, one of whom died young.
The others, all born in Manchester were, Annie (b.1894), John (b.1896), Ethel (b.1901), Frederick (b.1902),
Elsie (b.1914), Ena (b. 1906), and Hugh (b.1908)
On the 1891 census William and Ann were living at Faulkner Square, Manchester and William was recorded
as being a ‘general labourer’
On the 1901 census the family were at Luke Street Prestwich and William is now employed as a ‘corporation
waterman’
On the 1911 census they are recorded as living at the ‘Fire Station’ Fairfield Street, Manchester.
William’s occupation is now an ‘inspector for corporation water works’
Young William, now working is recorded as being an office boy at the ‘Palace of Varities’
Williams’s parents later lived at 67, Broughton Lane, Manchester.
William enlisted in the 12th battalion Manchester Regiment which was formed at Ashton-under-Lyne in
September 1914 and came under orders of 52nd Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division.
The battalion moved to Wimborne in January 1915 and in May 1915 went on to Hursley Park.
On 17th July 1915 the 12th battalion landed at Boulogne in France.
Unsure when William actually enlisted but his service number was issued between October and November
1914.
William may have take part in all the actions the 12th Manchester’s were in and survived them until 9th
February 1917 when he died of wounds received in action
In the war diary of the 12th Manchester’s there were no causalities reported in January 1917.
In February 1917 the 12th battalion were in the trenches in the Baillysel sector near Combles
Causalities in early February there were 3 on February 3rd, 1 on February 4th, and 1 on February 6th.
There were however 51 causalities reported on February 8th and a further 11 on February 9th
William must have been wounded in one of these actions.
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Guards Cemetery Combles (Somme) and Weaste Cemetery

Plot G grave 180 (CWG Headstone) reads
Also in memory of
13058 L/Cpl W. Blythe
12th Bn. Man Reg.
Killed in France
9.2.1917

Lance Corporal 27851 Frederick John Borland 18th battalion Manchester Regiment (3rd City Pals)
Frederick John (b.1896, Salford) was a son of Frederick (b.1864, Manchester) and Mary (b.1870, Galway)
Frederick John Borland married Mary Ann Folan at St. Pauls Church in Hulme in the third quarter of 1891.
They had eight children in total, others, two born in Manchester, Marion (b.1892) and May (b.1894).
The other children, all born in Salford were, Elizabeth (b.1899), Kathleen (b.1902), Cecily (b.1904), Severin
Henry (b.1906) and Alfred (b.1908).
Young Frederick was better known as John.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Lytham Street, Pendleton and Frederick is reported as being a ‘clerk’
for an engineer.
On the 1911 census the family are at Langton Street Pendleton and Frederick is now recorded as being
employed as a draughtsman’ for an injector and jet appliances maker.
Young John, Now working is employed as a ‘carter’ for a beer bottliers
John enlisted on 10th August 1915 into the 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
After training John was posted to France on 6th December 1915.
Early 1916 the battalion was training for the ‘big push’
On July 1st the 18th battalion’s orders had read:
“After the first bombardment has been completed they will come and go to Montauban by the communication trenches, moving
on top and beside the trench. In the event of coming under fire they will get in to the trench and continue to move as fast as
possible. As far as possible the loads of casualties will be picked up and taken on.
Carrying parties must not halt on account of hostile fire”.
Machine gun fire was responsible for causing almost 100 casualties amongst the 18th Manchester’s; mostly
men from C company who were caught in enfiladed fire
John was at first reported missing after this action but was in number 4 Causality Clearing Station (CCS) at
Camiers with gun shot wound to his right leg. He was transferred to number 3 CCS at Bailleul and then to
Base Hospital 3 on 8th July and sent home on a hospital ship on 11th July.
He was passed fit for duty on 24th August but given ‘home furlough’ until September 2nd.
John overstayed this leave until September 29th for which he was punished with ‘5 days confided to barracks
and forfeited 1 days pay.’
John rejoined his battalion in France on 20th October
He was promoted to unpaid Lance Corporal on 7th November 1916 and this was made a paid position on
Boxing Day 1916.
On 12th March 1917 the 18th battalion moved to Pommern
19th March they then marched to Monchiet and relieved the 18th Kings Liverpool’s
21st March they moved to Agny to relieve the 20th Kings Liverpool’s in the outpost line at Neuville-Vitasse.
The line was advanced about 500 yards the following day.
The tour lasted until the 29th and was particularly trying on account of the very severe frosts, snow and heavy
rain to which the men were exposed without cover of any sort.
John was reported wounded in action on 23rd March and was sent to Causality Clearing Station 37 at
Avesnes-le-Comte (Pas de Calais region) with gun shot wounds to his abdomen.
He died on 27th March and was buried in the Avesnes-Le-Comte Communal Cemetery extension

John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Avesnes-Le-Comte Communal Cemetery extension and at
Weaste Cemetery

Plot A9 grave 1319 reads
Lce. Cpl (Frederick) John Borland,
18th M/C Reg
Who died of wounds in France
March 27th 1917,
Aged 21 years.

Manchester Evening News 10th April 1917

Corporal 20073 Harry Douglas Boulter 319th Coy Royal Defence Corps
Harry (b.1892, Bradford) was the eldest son of William (b.1866, Witney, Oxford) and Sarah (b.1866,
Whitehaven)
William Henry Boulter married Sarah Isabella Davidson at Kirk Bradden Parish Church, Isle of Man on 21st
October 1886.
In total they had twelve children, four of whom died young.
The other children were William (b. 1890, Douglas, Isle of Man), Louisa (b.1897, Douglas, Isle of Man),
George (b.1899, Workington), Charles (b.1902, Workington), Joseph (b.1904, Workington) and Sarah (b.1907,
Workington)
On the 1891 census the family were at Second Street, North Bierley, Bradford.
William is recorded as being a ‘locomotive’ fitter.
On the 1901 census they had moved to Bromley Street, Workington and William was reported as being a
‘railway engine fitter’
On the 1911 census the family lived at Senhouse Street, Workington.
William is now recorded as being an ‘engineer’
Harry, now working, is employed as a ‘fireman’
Harry married Edith Barratt on 13th April 1914 in Pendleton and they lived at Langham Road, Seedley
Harry enlisted as Private 3856 in the Special Reserve 3rd battalion Border Regiment in Workington on 12th
August 1908.
He went on five annual training camps with them.
He did not attend the camp of June 1914 due to a ‘certified medical condition’
He attended the call to mobilization on 7th August 1914 but was discharged as ‘medically unfit for service’ on
31st August 1914.
Harry enlisted with the Royal Defence Corps which was formed in March 1916.
Harry’s brother George Arthur Boulter enlisted Salford in the 1st / 4th battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster is
serving in France.
Harry died on 15th January 1917 at home.
Harry is remembered at Weaste Cemetery

Plot C20 grave 1925 (CWGC Headstone) reads
20073 Corporal
Harry Douglas Boulter
Royal Defence Corps
15th January 1917
Aged 25 years

Rifleman R12534 Robert Broughton 1st battalion King’s Royal Rifles
Robert (b. 1898, Salford) was the eldest son of James (b.1874, Salford) and Mary (b.1876, Leeds)
James Broughton married Mary Hannah Harrop at St. Simon’s Church Salford during the third quarter of 1893.
They had five children in total, all born in Salford.
The two other surviving children were Dorothy (b.1900) and James (b.1907) and the two children were James
Edward who died 4th January 1896 aged 15 months, and Herbert who died 6th October 1901 aged 5½ years
On the 1901 census the family lived at Benbow Court Salford.
James is reported as being a ‘general labourer’
His wife Mary Hannah is a patient at Salford Royal Hospital
On the 1911 census they are at Rosamond Street Salford and James is now reported as being an ‘attendant’
at the Royal Exchange. Mary is working, at home, as a ‘confectioner’
Robert enlisted with the 1st battalion King’s Royal Rifles on 4th May 1915, at Manchester and stated his age
was 19 years and 5 months.
After training he was drafted to France, landing on 31st August 1915.
On 3rd December 1915 he sustained a burn to his right hand and was set back to ‘duty’ on 11th December.
During 1916 a country wide discussion about ‘boy soldiers’ was ragging.
Across the nation, there were parents whose sons had joined up without their knowledge.
Many turned to the one man who found fame by fighting for the return to the UK of these ‘Boy Soldiers’ –
Liberal MP for Mansfield Sir Arthur Markham who died in August 1916, aged 50 years
The number of ‘Boy Soldiers’ recruited fell drastically after the Battle of the Somme had ended when
conscription was brought in.
Anyone conscripted aged eighteen or over had to bring proof of their age with them.
Mrs. Mary Broughton wrote to Robert’s battalion

The letter reads
Willow Bank Cottage
Little Moss
Aston U Lyme June 24 1916
Sir,
I believe by what I read in this weeks paper, also by a friend informing me that youths at 18 years of age can be got out of
trenches and put in reserve till they are 19.
I would be pleased if this is correct to have my son brought out as he has been in France nearly 10 months and I believe seen
pretty fair Of trench duties he will not be 19 years old till Dec 28th this year so he was in France long before he was 18.
I hope that I am doing right with applying to you and hoping you will do your best for me because his father is in the Army at
Reading.
I am
Respectfully yours
Mrs. Mary Broughton
The battalion reply was
Mrs Broughton
Willow Bank Cottage, Ashton U / Lyne

I am in receipt of your letter of 24th June regarding your
son R12534 Rfm R. Broughton.
Will you please forward your son’s birth certificate to this
office for examination with this letter.
The certificate will be returned to you with the decision in
the matter.
Major for Colonel

Followed by
From the Officer I/c Rifle Records
(New Army K.R.R.) Winchester
To The D.A.G.
3rd Echelon
General Headquarters
Winchester 10th July 1916

Sir,
I have the honour to report under Army Council
Instruction No. 1186 of 1916 that N. R/12534 Rifleman
Robert Broughton, who was posted to the 1st Bn King’s
Royal Rifle Corps on 31/8/15, is under 19 years of age, having been
born on 8/12/1897.
He gave his age on attestation on 4/5/15, as 19 years and 5
months.
I have the honour to be
Sir
Your obedient servant

Major for Colonel

On 5th July 1916 Robert was sent to 100th Field Hospital because ‘he had joined under age’
On 31st July he left Le Harve and was retained for training until reaching age of 19 (8th December 1916).
Robert rejoined his battalion on 15th December.
On 17th February 1917 2nd Corps staged a major attack towards Miraumont, 2nd Division and 18th Division
being assigned to capture high ground to the south and west, whilst 63rd (Royal Naval) Division were to
advance their position along the sunken lane leading north from Baillescourt Farm.
2nd Division attacking from positions north of Courcelette towards Petit Miraumont, had as their objectives
Grandcourt Trench, South Miraumont Trench and the outskirts of Petit Miraumont, with a subsidiary attack on
the right which would attack Desire Support Trench.
1st King's Royal Rifle Corps, 23rd Royal Fusiliers and 22nd Royal Fusiliers of 99th Infantry Brigade were to
carry out the main attack, 2nd South Staffordshire Regiment of 6th Infantry Brigade the subsidiary attack.
The attack found large areas of uncut wire and ultimately very little ground was gained; a maximum of 1,000
yards for the cost of a similar number of casualties.
Robert was killed in action during this attack.
Robert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot H grave 748 reads
Robert, their son
K.R.R.
Killed in France Feb. 17th 1917
Aged 19 years

Private 37777 Francis Frank Butler 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals)
Francis Frank (b.1884, Salford) was a son of Henry (Ib.1837, Salford) and Mary (b.1840 Norwich)
Henry Butler married Mary Ann Dyball in the 3rd quarter of 1861 at St. John’s Church Broughton.
In total they had nine children, sadly three died young.
The other five surviving children, all born in Salford, were Richard (b.1866) Ann (b.1869), Elizabeth (b.1871),
Rose Ann (b.1873) and William (b.1880)
On the 1871 census the family are living at Burton Street, Salford and Henry’s occupation is recorded as being
a ‘plumber’
On the 1881 census they are living at Eccles New Road, Salford at a ‘Plumber’s shop’ and Henry is recorded
as being a ‘plumber employing two men and an apprentice’.
The apprentice was his son Richard.
The family is at the same address on the censuses for 1891 and 1901.
On the 1911 census they are living at Oakley Street, Weaste and Henry is now retired.
Francis, now working, is recorded as being a ‘commercial traveller’ for a cardboard box maker.
Unsure of when Frank enlisted but his service number may indicate late 1915 to early 1916.
He was involved in the large attack on 23rd November 1916.
The 16th battalion was in the Rubempre area and attacked ‘Munich Trench’ between ‘Walker Alley’ and ‘Crater
Trench’’. The attack started at 15:30 hours but did not go very well.
The battalion’s losses for this action were
2 Officers & 23 men killed
129 men wounded
1 man suffering shell shock
1 Officer & 56 men missing.
Frank was one of the missing.
He was captured by the Germans and sent to a ‘Prisoner of War’ camp at Limburg near Cologne.
This was one of the largest camps, holding about 20,000 prisoners, used by the Germans.
The Limburg camp was considered a bad camp to be in but it did have a hospital.
Not sure if Frank was wounded or he died of ‘natural causes’ but he was reported to have died on 31st March
1917 and buried at Valenciennes (St Roch)
The Communal Cemetery of St. Roch was used by the Germans in August and September 1914 and an
extension was then made on the south-east side.
The Commonwealth plots were made adjoining the German: I and II contain the graves of October 1918 to
December 1919; III, IV, V and part of VI contain the graves of 348 soldiers buried originally in the German
Extension and 226 whose bodies were brought from other cemeteries or from the battlefields.
The German Extension has since been removed and the Commonwealth plots are within the enlarged
Communal Cemetery.
Frank is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Valenciennes (St Roch), Roll of Honour at St. Philips with St.
Stephens, Salford and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 37 grave 607 reads
Pte. Francis (Frank) Butler 16th L.F.
Died a prisoner in German hands
31st March 1917 and was buried
at Valenciennes France aged 35 years

From German records

War Diary 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 23rd November 1916

War Poster

Sergeant 20163 William Dale 3rd battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
William (b.1894) was a son of George and Ellen.
He also had a married sister, Elizabeth Hopkins who lived in Scotland
When he joined up, William gave his parents address as ‘Bright Street, Salford’
William enlisted in 14th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment on 4th September 1914.
He was promoted to ‘Lance Corporal’ on 12th October 1914 and to ‘Corporal’ on 27th November 1914.
He was promoted to ‘Sergeant’ on 17th April 1915.
While at Aldershot he was fined 2 days pay and strongly reprimanded for being absent for two days on 23rd
June 1915. His battalion was drafted to France on 4th September 1915.
William was treated at 21st Causality Clearing Station on 29th September 1915 suffering from ‘colic’
He was transferred to the 13th battalion on 23rd October 1915.
He was at 28th Causality Clearing Station in Fouillog near Amiens, on 25th October, with the same illness.
He was then treated at #1 Stationary Hospital at Rouen and sent home to England on 8th November.
William was admitted; with an abdominal’ complaint; to the Eastern Hospital in Cambridge, on 16th November
1915.
He was discharge on 12th December and given 10 days home furlough.
During 1916 it looks like William, now in the 3rd battalion, was attached to the 16th Officer Cadet battalion
training at Kermel Park in Rhyl, North Wales.
He married Emily Sorton at Christ Church Salford on 5th August 1916.
They had a daughter Emily who was born on 21st November 1917
From his medical sheet, break outs of this ‘abdominal’ complaint in 1908 and 1910.
During early March 1917 William’s papers were signed for a ‘medical discharge’ from the army.
He reported that he had been offered a job as a ‘watchman’ with the Pendleton Co-op.
Then on 17th March William was under going an operation for ‘celluliis’ of the neck.
Cellulitis causes the affected skin to become:
Red, hot, swollen, very painful and tender
There may also be a break in the skin, although this isn't always obvious, and pus or blood-filled blisters.
The Doctor wrote

The letter reads:
20163 Sgt. W. Dale
This NCO died under an anaesthetic whilst suffering from
a diffuse cellulitis of neck of a very violent type.
His condition had its origin in a septic mouth contracted
during military service and was not due to any fault of his
own.

.
William is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot J grave 3177 CWGC headstone reads
20163 Serjeant
W. Dale
The King’s Liverpool Regiment
18th March 1917, aged 23
We have lost
Havens has gained
One of the best the world contained

Driver T4/094004 Alfred James Ellis 490th Army Service Corps
Alfred (b.1898, Salford) was the only living son of John (b.1878, Hulme) and Emily (b.1878, Melton Mowbray)
John Alfred Ellis married Emily Ruth Hudson on 8th February 1897 at St. Bartholomew’s Church, Salford.
Sadly they had five other children, all of whom died young.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Bigland Street Salford.
John’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘packing case carter’
On the 1911 census John, still employed as a carter, is living alone at West Park Street, Salford.
His wife Emily is recorded as a ‘patient’ at Hope Hospital.
Whereas his son Alfred; is found at Buckley Hall Poor Law School in Rochdale.
Alfred enlisted in the Army Service Corps on 1st May 1915 and his occupation is listed as being a ‘driver’
At the time he worked for the Great Northern Railway who granted permission for him to enlist.
They said ‘he is capable of handling horses and is a cool driver’
After training he was drafted to France on 28th July 1915 in the 288th coy.
Alfred got in trouble on 17th August 1915 ‘when ordered to take hay off his wagon refused to do so.’
For this offence he was ‘fined ‘five days pay.
After spending two days at the local Causality Clearing Station, Alfred was admitted to #9 General Hospital in
Rouen on Christmas Day 1915 suffering from ‘bronchitis’
He was then transferred to the #6 General Hospital in Rouen.
Alfred was discharge from there on 29th February 1916 when it was stated he had been ill with ‘influenza’
He was transferred #3 coy 32nd Division train on 12th April 1916.
During November 1916 he was admitted to 2nd Australian General Hospital in Boulogne suffering from
‘pleurisy’.
Alfred was invalided home on 24th November and after treatment was granted a 14 day home furlough.
He was then sent to Kinmel Park Camp (Rhyl).
The army camp had a Canadian Hospital established there which had 890 beds.
Built in late 1914 by McAlpine’s Kinmel Park Camp was constructed in parkland largely requisitioned from the
Kinmel estate. It was at the time the largest army camp in Wales.
Although it was a temporary home over several years for thousands of troops training for service
Kinmel Park Camp consisted of twenty sub-camps, each with their own canteens and messes as well as
accommodation and rooms for instruction, all in timber huts.
There was also a headquarters, a Post Office, stores, bakery and a cinema.
There were buildings fro Wesleyan, Free Church, Salvation Army and YMCA.
The camp was served by its own railway and near the main gate on the Abergele Road (the old A55) was a
‘tin-town’ of corrugated iron shops that grew up to take advantage of the opportunities provided by the large
concentration of potential customers in the adjacent camp.

Alfred’s unit was billeted in camp 16.
Alfred was killed in an accident on Valentine’s Day 1917.

Alfred is remembered on the Roll of Honour at St. Clements Church Salford, and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot J grave 3025 reads
Driver Alfred Jas Ellis ASC
Her dearly loved grandchild
And beloved son of
John Alfred & Emily Ruth Ellis
Who was accidently killed at
Abergele Feb. 14th 1917
Aged 19 years
Thy will be done.
Photo
Google Images

Private 305558 Thomas Follows 6th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (Rochdale)
Thomas was a son of William (b.1856, Manchester) and Elizabeth (b.1858, Salford)
William Follows married Elizabeth Forrest Fielding at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 19th June 1875 and
his occupation was recorded as being a ‘velvet dresser’
They had at least four other children; all born in Salford; George (b.1877), William (b.1880), Amelia (b.1884)
and Frederick (b.1889).
On the 1881 census the family were at #4 Griffith’s Building Salford and William’s occupation was listed as
being an ‘engine stoker’ in a mill
By the 1891 census the family were living at Bradford Road, Manchester and William’s occupation is a ‘stoker
of a stationary engine’
Sadly William died in the fourth quarter of 1891 aged 36 years.
Elizabeth married again, this time to John Horrocks at St. John’s Church Manchester during third quarter of
1894. On the 1901 census they are living at Trafford Street, Salford.
Thomas, now working is recorded as being a ‘railway carter’ and his brother William a ‘founder labourer’
William married Lily Holt at St. Thomas’s Church Salford on 15th April 1905 and on the 1911 census living at
Kingsford Street, Pendleton, the couple now having two daughters May (b.1906) and Eva (b.19096)
Thomas married Lily Avery at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 24th October 1908.
On the 1911 census the couple were living at Ashworth Street, Salford and Thomas’s occupation was listed as
being a ‘general carter’ and they had a daughter, Edna (b.1910)
Unsure when Thomas enlisted but his low service number may indicate he was in the Territorial’s before the
outbreak of war or at the very start of it.
Anyway we first find him as Private 2457 the 1st / 8th (Salford Territorial) battalion Lancashire Fusiliers who
were in Salford when war broke out.
On 25th September 1914 they landed in Egypt to guard the Suez Canal.
Then on 5th May 1915 they landed on Gallipoli where on 26th May 1915 they became part of 125th Brigade,
42nd (East Lancashire) Division.
28th December 1915 they were evacuated from Gallipoli and landed on Mudros and preceded to Egypt.
27th February 1917 the battalion landed Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front.
At some stage he was renumbered to Private 305558 in the 6th (Rochdale Territorial) battalion Lancashire
Fusiliers. On the 27th February 1917 the 6th battalion, after being Gallipoli campaign, landed at Marseilles from
Egypt. After refitting they then proceeded to the Western Front.
Cannot find out what happened to William but he died in the military hospital at Ripon Camp.
The camp which held about 30,000 men included a 670 bed hospital
He is remembered on the Roll of Honour at St. Clement’s Church and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot F grave 2482 reads
Pte. Thomas Follows
The beloved husband of Lily,
Died at a Military Hospital Ripon.
March 1st 1917, aged 35 years
Manchester Evening News 6th March 1917.
His brother enlisted on 3rd January 1917 as Driver M282099 William Follows 706th Mechanical Company
Army Service Corps He served in Salonika but caught malaria.
He managed to survive the war and was demobilised on 29th March 1919.

Private 24523 William Glass 3rd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William (b.1884, Salford) was the eldest son of William (b.1859, Salford) and Sarah (b.1865, Manchester)
William Glass married Sarah Ann Boardman in the fourth quarter of 1882 at St. Simon’s Church Salford.
They had at least two other children, Thomas (b.1886, Salford) and Peter (b.1888, Salford)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Broster Street, Salford.
William was employed as a ‘grinder’
Sadly he died in the fourth quarter of 1891 age 30 years.
Sarah married again, this time to Patrick Foster at St. Bartholomew’s Salford on 19th October 1895.
On the 1901 census the family lived at ‘Sandywell’ Salford and William’s occupation was recorded as being a
‘machine mender’
On the 1911 census they lived at Elton Street, Broughton and William is now employed as a ‘plaiter’ in a cotton
finishers.
William enlisted in October 1916 with the 3rd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
The 3rd battalion was a reserve one and was stationed at Bury at the outbreak of war.
On 8th August 1914 they moved to Hull; as part of the Humber Garrison; where they remained until November
1916. They were then moved higher up the east coast to Withernsea and remained there for the rest of the
war.
William was home on leave, to get married, in December 1916.
He was suddenly taken ill and moved to the Whitworth Street Military Hospital in Manchester.
His death on 2nd January 1917 was due to influenza.
He was buried at Weaste Cemetery with a military funeral and a bugler played the ‘last post’
Local newspaper: Private W. Glass
Private William Glass (24523) Lancashire Fusiliers, who had only been in the army six weeks and was stationed at Hull, came
home for a short leave on order to get married. He took suddenly ill and was moved to Whitworth Street Military Hospital
where he died on January 2nd of Influenza.
The funeral took place on Saturday last at Weaste Cemetery, a party of soldiers and bugler attending, the latter sounding the
Last Post at the deceased soldier’s home and after the committal service at the graveside.
He was 33 years of age and formerly resided at 6, Alexandra Street, Lower Broughton.

William is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot J grave 2310 (CWGC Headstone) reads
24523 Private
W. Glass
Lancashire Fusiliers
2nd January 1917, age 33
A loved one
Gone from home but never from our hearts

Private 33321 Henry Gordon 2nd Garrison battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Henry (b.1896, Salford) was a son of John (b.1862, Nantwich) and Alice (b. 1862,
Manchester)
John Gordon married Alice Isherwood at St. Mary’s Church Edge Hill, Liverpool on 1st
August 1885.
They had nine children in total, sadly two died young.
The surviving children were Jane (b.1889, Liverpool) all the others were born in Salford,
Nellie (b.1890), John (b.1892), William (b. 1894) and Lily (b.1901)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Frederick Street, Salford.
John was employed as a ‘bricklayer’
On the 1901 census the family lived at Gallemore Street, Broughton.
John was still recorded as being employed as a ‘bricklayer’
On the 1911 census the family were at Hough Lane Broughton.
John was still recorded as being employed as a ‘bricklayer’ and his son Henry, now working was employed as
a ‘warehouse boy’
Unsure when but Henry first enlisted as Private 23786 in the Lancashire Fusiliers but was later transferred to
the 2nd Garrison Battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment.
This battalion was formed at Pembroke Dock in November 1915 and moved to Egypt in March 1916.
In January 1917, the battalion started moving to the Salonika theatre of war.
On February 21st, 1917, Princess Alberta, on a voyage from Stavros to Mudros, was sunk by a mine from the
German submarine UC-23 (Johannes Kirchner), in Mudros Bay, Aegean Sea. 33 persons were lost.
Henry was aboard the ‘SS Princess Alberta’, which sunk by mine between Stavros and Mudros on 21st
February 1917. The mine was laid by the German submarine UC-23 (Captained by Johannes Kirchner), in
Mudros Bay, Aegean Sea.
33 persons were lost and Henry was one of them.
‘SS Princess Alberta’, operated at the time of her loss by Royal Navy, was used as a British fleet messenger.
She was a schooner rigged steamer of 1,586 tons built in 1905 by Caledon Ship Building & Engine Co. Ltd. in
Dundee and owned by M. Langlands & Sons.
Henry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Mikra, Rolls of Honour at Church of the Ascension, Adelphi
Lads Club and Weaste Cemetery.
Mikra British Cemetery
At the invitation of the Greek Prime Minister, Salonika was occupied by three French Divisions and the 10th
(Irish) Division from Gallipoli in October 1915.
Other French and Commonwealth forces landed during the year and in the summer of 1916, they were joined
by Russian and Italian troops.
In August 1916, a Greek revolution broke out at Salonika, with the result that the Greek national army came
into the war on the Allied side.
The town was the base of the British Salonika Force and it contained, from time to time, eighteen general and
stationary hospitals. Three of these hospitals were Canadian, although there were no other Canadian units in
the force.
The earliest Commonwealth burials took place in the local Protestant and Roman Catholic cemeteries, and the
Anglo-French (now Lembet Road) Military Cemetery was used from November 1915.
The British cemetery at Mikra was opened in April 1917, remaining in use until 1920. ea.
The Cemetery contains 1,810 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, as well as 147 war graves of
other nationalities.
Within the cemetery will be found the Mikra Memorial, commemorating almost 500 nurses, officers and men of
the Commonwealth forces who died when troop transports and hospital ships were lost in the Mediterranean
and who have no grave but the sea.

They are commemorated here because others who went down in the same vessels were washed ashore and
identified, and are now buried at Thessalonika.
The ships were:HT ‘Marquette’ was torpedoed and sunk by 'U35' on 23rd October 1915, 57.5 kilometres south from Salonika
Bay, carrying the 29thDivision Ammunition Column and the New Zealand Stationary Hospital.
HT ‘Ivernia’ torpedoed and sunk on 1st January 1917, 93 kilometres from Cape Matapan, carrying
reinforcements for Egypt.
HT ‘Arcadian’ was torpedoed and sunk on 15th April 1917, 41.5 kilometres north east from the island of Milo
(Melos), carrying reinforcements for Egypt.
Hospital Ship ‘Britannic’, of the White Star Line, sunk by mine on 21st November 1916 in the Zea Channel
between Greece and the Cyclades, on her way from Naples to Mudos.
Fleet Messenger ‘SS Princess Alberta’, sunk by mine; between Stavros and Mudros; on 21st February 1917.

Manchester Evening News 7th August 1917

Henry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Mikra, Rolls of Honour at Church of the Ascension, Adelphi
Lads Club and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 36 grave 588 reads
Henry son of the above
33321 2nd Garrison Batt. King’s Liverpool Regt
Presumed drowned Egypt to Salonika
21st Feb 1917 aged 21 years
Henry’s younger brother Robert also served the colours.
Private 306097 Robert Gordon 8th Lancashire Fusiliers survived the war.

Driver 34633 Abraham Haigh 40th division Ammunition Column Royal Field Artillery
Abraham (b.1881, Pendleton) was a son of Abraham (1858, Stalybridge) and Elizabeth (b. 1860, Pendleton).
Abraham Haigh married Elizabeth Cane during the second quarter of 1879, at St. Paul’s Church in Pendleton.
On the 1881 census they lived at Harrison Street, Pendleton.
Abraham was employed as a ‘carter’
They were at the same address on the 1891 census and Abraham was now employed as a ‘carter’ at a ropery.
Sadly Abraham died on 2nd May 1892 aged 33 years.
On the 1901 census Abraham lived at Rosa Street, Pendleton.
He was a boarder at home of William and Mary Yates.
Abraham was employed as a ‘railway vanman’
Abraham married Elizabeth McConville during the second quarter of 1907 in Salford.
On the 1911 census Abraham and Elizabeth lived at Loone Street, Pendleton.
They had two children, Mary Lily (b.1909) and Joseph (b.1911)
Abraham was now employed as a ‘horse carter’
The family later lived at Gill Street, Pendleton
Abraham enlisted with the Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery served with 40th Division.
This Division was formed between September and December 1915.
They proceeded to France, 2nd - 6th June 1916 and concentrated near Lillers.
They went into the front line near Loos and were later in action in the battle of the Ancre on the Somme.
In 1917 they saw action during the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line.
Abraham died on 22nd February 1917.
His records state that his death occurred due to a non war situation and he was interred at the Military
Cemetery in Bray (France)
However the family headstone at Weaste states that he ‘died of wounds’
Bray Military Cemetery
The cemetery was begun in April 1916 by fighting units and field ambulances.
In September 1916, the front line having been pushed further east, it was used by the XIV Corps Main
Dressing Station and in 1917, 5th , 38th and 48th Casualty Clearing Stations came forward and used it.

Abraham is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Bray and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot 32 grave 2482 reads
Abraham Haigh RFA
The beloved husband of Elizabeth Haigh
Died of wounds received in France
Feb 22nd 1917
Aged 36 years

The Royal Artillery Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ,
Who dost everywhere lead thy people in the way of righteousness,
Vouchsafe so as to lead the Royal Regiment of Artillery,
That wherever we serve, on land or sea or in the air,
We may win the glory of doing thy will
Amen

Private 16717 Harold Hoyle 6th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
Harold (b.1896, Salford) was a son Charles (Ib.1857, Salford) and Sarah (b.1861, Salford0
Charles Hoyle married Sarah Ellen Bradburn on 15th June 1882 at St. Luke’s Church, Salford.
At the time Charles was a Police Constable.
In total they eight children, sadly three died young.
The other children, all born in Salford, were Charles (b.1885) John (b.1886), Arthur (b.1892) and Albert
(b.1897)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Peabody Street, Pendleton.
Charles is now employed as a ‘cellar man’ at a wine & spirits merchants
On the 1901 census the family lived at Smyrna Street Pendleton and Charles was now employed as a
‘labourer’ at a sewage works.
On the 1911 census the family lived at Brooklands Street, Salford.
Charles is now employed as a ‘stone polisher’ at a monumental masons.
Harold, now working, is employed as an ‘apprentice joiner’
Harold enlisted in the 6th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment in October 1914.
6th battalion, King's Own Lancaster Regiment was raised at Lancaster in August 1914 as part of 38th Brigade,
13th (Western) Division and early training was on Salisbury Plain. Near the end of February 1915 the Division
concentrated at Blackdown Camp in Hampshire. They moved to the Mediterranean and on 13th June 1915
landing at Alexandria then moving to Mudros, by the 4th July to prepare for a landing at Gallipoli.
The infantry landed on Cape Helles; between the 6th -16th July; to relieve 29th Division.
They returned to Mudros at the end of the month, and the entire Division landed at ANZAC Cove on 3rd – 5th
August.
They were in action in the battle of Sari Bair, the battle of Russell's Top and the battle of Hill 60, at ANZAC.
Soon afterwards they transferred from ANZAC to Suvla Bay.
They were evacuated from Suvla on the 19th - 20th December 1915, and after a weeks rest they moved to the
Helles bridgehead.
They were in action during the last Turkish attacks at Helles on the 7th January 1916 and were evacuated from
Helles on the 8th – 9th.
The Division concentrated at Port Said, holding forward posts in the Suez Canal defences.
On the 12th February 1916 they moved to Mesopotamia, to join the force being assembled near Sheikh Sa'ad
for the relief of the besieged garrison at Kut al Amara.
They joined the Tigris Corps on the 27th March and were in action in the unsuccessful attempts to relieve Kut.
They were in action in the battle of Kut al Amara, the capture of the Hai Salient, the capture of Dahra Bend
and the passage of the Diyala, in the pursuit of the enemy towards Baghdad.
British sappers began to dig positions underneath the Turkish lines from 22nd December 1916 with the capture
of Turkish outposts. Within two weeks they had succeeded in digging to within just 200 metres of the Turks'
eastern position.
Following a series of diversionary attacks launched along the Tigris on 7th and 8th January 1917, and preceded
by an unusually effective artillery bombardment, a major British assault against the town was initiated by
Maude on 9th January.
British progress was good in the face of impressive Turkish opposition.
Khadairi Bend itself fell, after heavy fighting (including two concerted Turkish counter-attacks), on 29th January.
Harold was wounded during this period and died on 31st January 1917.
Local newspaper
Private H. Hoyle
Private Harold Hoyle, King’s Own Lancaster Regiment, died on January 31st from wounds received in action in Mesopotamia.
Private Hoyle was 21 years of age and joined the army in October 1914 and after training for a while in England was sent to the
Dardanelles and upon the evacuation was next sent to Mesopotamia.
Prior to the war he lived at Stowell Street, Weaste and was employed by Messrs. Gerrard’s contractors of Swinton.
He was an old boy of Stowell Memorial Schools, Salford.

Harold is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Amara (Iraq), Salford Lads Club Roll of Honour, and Weaste
Cemetery.

Plot 333 grave 325 reads
Harold, their son
Who was killed in action in Mesopotamia
Jan. 31st 1917,
Aged 21 years

Private 195965 William McKinstry 20th battalion Canadian Infantry
William (b. 8th November 1884, Salford) was a son of John (b. 1852, Belfast) and Sarah (b.1857, Manchester)
John McKinstry married Sarah Lee at Manchester Cathedral on 20th May 1875.
They had at least two other children, Emily (b.1876, Manchester) and Thomas (b.1878, Manchester)
On the 1881 census the family were living at Southern Street, Manchester with Sarah’s mother. John was then
employed as a ‘tinplate’ worker.
Sadly John died in the first quarter of 1888 aged 37 years
Sarah then married Samuel Irlam in second quarter if 1890 at Christ Church, Salford
On the 1891 census the family were living at Rumford Street, Salford.
Sarah and her ‘new’ husband Samuel are both recorded as being employed as ‘provision’ dealers.
On the 1901 census, the family are still at Rumford Street; Samuel is now employed as a ‘joiner’.
Sarah is now employed as a ‘provision shop keeper’
William now working is employed as a ‘coach builders’ apprentice at the Manchester Carriage Company.
In 1906 William embarked on SS Lake Manitoba sailing from Belfast to Quebec to Canada on his birthday.
His occupation was listed as ‘joiner’ on the passenger list.
William married Elizabeth Lee on 22nd October 1910 in Peterborough Ontario in Canada.
William enlisted into 20th battalion Canadian Infantry on 1st May 1916.
When he enlisted William stated that he had 5 years service with the Manchester Fusiliers

William and his wife Elizabeth
May 1916.

Private William McKinstry, a member of the 93rd battalion (Peterborough), Canadian Expeditionary Force, from
Peterborough, Ontario, was killed in France on 5th March 1917.
A carpenter by trade, William was killed in an underground mine explosion during the build up to Vimy Ridge.
He left behind his wife, a son and another one on the way.
Local newspaper (UK)
The parents of Private William McKinstry (195965) Canadian Contingent who reside at Rumford Street, Salford received a
cablegram on March 30th from his wife in Peterborough Ontario stating that he had been killed in action on March 5th in France.
He went out to Canada nine years ago and in May last he joined the Canadian Army.
He served his apprenticeship as a carriage builder with the Manchester Carriage Company in Pendleton.
Private McKinstry was formerly connected with Christ Church, Salford. He leaves a wife and two children

From the Canadian Virtual Memorial

William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi, The Canadian
Roll of Honour and Weaste Cemetery
Plot A4 grave 4304 reads
Pte. William McKinstry
20th Canadian Battalion
Killed in France March 5th 1917
Aged 33 years
For King and Country he did his best
God grant his soul Eternal rest

Gunner 114836 Richard Robinson Royal Garrison Artillery
Richard (b.1894, Manchester) was the eldest child of Richard (b.1872, Antrim) and Jennie (b. 1872, Haydock)
Richard Robinson married Jennie Hughes at St. Clements Church, Salford on 25th July 1893.
They had three other children, all born in Manchester, Lucinda (b.1905), William (b.1907) and Frank (b.1909)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Broad Street, Salford.
Richard is recorded as being employed as a ‘salesman’ in a drapery warehouse.
On the 1911 census they lived at London Road, Manchester.
Richard is now employed as a ‘publican’
Young Richard, now working, is employed as a ‘hotel’ waiter
Richard enlisted on 1st March 1916 in the Royal Garrison Artillery and recorded his home address as the
‘Crown & Anchor’ hotel in Hilton Street, Manchester, his father being the publican.
After training he was posted to #2 Depot on 19th September 1916.
On 1st January 1917 he was sent to the RGA Signals Training Scholl at Southampton.
Richard became ill and was sent to the military hospital at Netley and on the 25th January died after suffering
from pneumonia.
The Royal Victoria Military Hospital, Netley was built in 1855 on the shores of Southampton Water on the
instructions of Queen Victoria to treat men wounded in the Crimean War.
The building was 435 meters long, and three storeys high with 138 wards and approximately 1000 beds.
Building work was completed in 1863 at a cost of £350,000.
A 170m pier was built out into Southampton Water in 1865 to receive ships bringing back war casualties, this
was however impractical as the water was not deep enough for ships to berth alongside and in 1900 a railway
line was constructed and patients arrived by ambulance trains direct from Southampton docks.
During the Great War at least 50,000 patients were treated at Netley.
A large Red Cross hutted hospital was built in fields at the rear of the main hospital, expanding the capacity to
approximate 2000 beds.
Most of the staff were reservists or Red Cross VAD (Voluntary Aid Detachment) nurses.
A small proportion, about 1 in 20, of the casualties die in the hospital's care.
A military cemetery was established in 1864 to accommodate service men and workers from the hospital,
situated out of sight of the main buildings.
Richard is remembered at Weaste Cemetery

Plot A4 grave 4240 reads
Richard
The beloved son of
Richard & Jennie Robinson
Who died Jan. 25th 1917
In his 23rd year
Gone but not forgotten

Manchester Evening News 29th January 1917

Lance Corporal 13647 Samuel Saunders 6th battalion Dorsetshire Regiment
Samuel (b.1883, Pendleton) was a son of Alfred (b.1840, Norwich) and Mary (b.1841, Bury)
Alfred Saunders married Mary Ann Greatbatch at St. Mary’s Church in Bury on 1st October 1860
They had at least four other children; Elizabeth (b.1862, Bury), Jane (1867, Bury), Albert (1869, Oldham) and
James (b.1878. Salford)
On the 1871 census the family lived at New Street, Salford and Alfred was employed as an ‘overlooker’ at a
mill.
On the 1881 they were at 73 Franklin Street, Salford and Alfred was employed as a ‘doubling overlooker’ at a
cotton manufactures.
On the 1891 census they were at Lords Court, Salford and Alfred was now recorded as being a ‘street
sweeper’
By 1901 they were back at Franklin Street, further down the road at number 55. Alfred is now employed as a
‘nightsoil man’. Samuel, now working, is employed as a ‘bricklayer’s setter’
Alfred died during the third quarter of 1906, aged 61 years.
Samuel Saunders married Harriet Alice Greenhalgh on 4th August 1906 at Stowell Memorial Church in Salford.
On the 1911 census Samuel and his wife are with her parents at Goodiers Lane, Salford.
Samuel is reported as being a ‘bricklayer’ but later was employed in the Salford Corporation gas department.
Samuel first served with the number 22700 in ‘Dragoon’s of the line’ and some time later enlisted in the 6th
battalion Dorset Regiment which was raised on 6th September 1914 at Dorchester.
During the next fortnight that followed prior to the move to Wareham over 1,000 men joined.
Whereas the 5th battalion, most of whose recruits were local to Dorset, only three hundred were from the
County, the majority of whom joined ‘D’ company. 400 volunteers came from London, another 400 from
Warwickshire and 70 miners came from South Wales.
The Battalion formed part of the 17th Northern Division, whose battalions – mainly from northern regiments –
undertook their training in and around the hills, heaths, and pine woods surrounding Bovington.
Originally earmarked as Pioneers, the 6th Dorset’s expressed a wish to be a fighting unit.
Although initially the Division had been selected for Home Defence duties, this decision was reversed and they
proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on 14th July 1915, concentrating near St Omer.
They moved into the Southern Ypres salient and, after their initial trench familiarization, went into the line in
that area. In the spring of 1916 they saw action at the Bluff, south east of Ypres on the Comines Canal, before
moving south to the Somme. Here they fought in the Battle of Albert, in which the Division captured Fricourt,
and in the battle at Delville Wood.
In January 1917 the 6th battalion Dorsets were in the Les Boeufs area
War Diary: 6th Dorset Regiment 12th – 15th January 1917

The dairy show no casualties for this period but notes one company (‘B’) was moved to ‘Flers’

WAR DIARY: 6th Dorset Regiment: Appendix 3 complied February 1st 1917 for the January period

Under the causalities column
13-1-17
Les Boeufs
I killed 1 wounded
The person who was killed must have been Private Samuel Saunders
Local newspaper
Lance Corporal S. Saunders.
Lance Corporal Samuel Saunders, Dorset Regiment killed on 13th January in France, formerly resided at Goodiers Lane, Salford.
Prior to joining the Army in September 1914 he was employed by Salford Council at Bloom Street Gas Works.
He took a keen interest in boxing and had won a first prize medal in a competition while serving in the army.
His brother, Private James Saunders, Lancashire Fusiliers was killed three months ago, while his nephew is reported missing
since 1st July last.
Samuel is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Guards Cemetery Les Boeufs, Salford Corporation Roll of
Honour and at Weaste Creamery.
Plot J grave 1790 reads
Lnc Cpl Samuel Saunders
6th Dorset Regt.
The beloved husband of
Alice Saunders
And son in law of the above
Killed in action in France
Jan. 13th 1917
Aged 34 years

Manchester Evening News 1st February 1917

Corporal 43612 Herbert Shedlock ‘A’ company 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment
Herbert (b.1893, Salford) was a son of James (B.1868, Salford) and Sarah (B.1868,
Manchester)
James Alfred Shedlock married Sarah Jane Hackney in the second quarter of 1891 in Salford.
In total they had six children all born in Salford except one.
They were Alfred (b.1892), Ada (b.1897), Lizzie (b.1899) and Walter (b.1906, Worsley)
Sadly Alice died 8th April 1896 aged 18 months.
On the1901 census the family lived at Hazelhurst Road, Worsley.
James was recorded as being a ‘stem engine fitter’
On the 1911 census they lived at Moorside Road, Swinton.
James is now employed as an ‘engineer’s fitter’
Herbert, now working, is employed as a ‘clerk’ in a cotton cloth warehouse.
Herbert enlisted in the 6th battalion Manchester Regiment on 18th January 1915.
He was promoted to acting Lance Corporal on 1st June 1916.
On 4th August 1916 he was attached to the rifle battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment and drafted to France at
the same time.
On 9th September 1916 he became a ‘paid’ Lance Corporal.
He was moved to 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment on 12th September 1916.
He was promoted again, on 7th October 1916, to acting Corporal
Herbert’s battalion were in the in the Bertrancourt area on 11th January 1917
January 11th 1917 at Munich Trench.
Although weather and ground conditions had forced a halt to the British advance on the Somme on 19th
November 1916, they did not cease all operations there, particularly in the area occupied by British Fifth Army
north of the River Ancre.
On 11th January 7th Division and 11th Division, in IV Corps, attacked trenches north-east of Beaumont Hamel.
Whilst 7th Division, carrying duckboards to overcome the mud, successfully captured Munich Trench, from the
‘Triangle’ to the ‘Serre’ road, 11th Division were less successful in their offensive.
2nd Border Regiment having captured the ‘Triangle’ and the southern end of ‘Munich Trench’ on 10th January,
capturing more than 140 German soldiers for the loss of 65 British casualties, 91st Infantry Brigade was
detailed to carry out the subsequent attack.
21st Manchester’s on the left, 1st South Staffordshire’s in the centre and 22nd Manchester’s on the right, 2nd
Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) providing all the carrying parties and the attack successfully capturing
‘Munich Trench’ for the loss of 275 casualties.
Sadly Herbert was killed in this action by a ‘sniper’ while defending the captured ‘Munich Trench’

War Diary 22nd Manchester’s 11th January 1917

War Diary 22nd Manchester’s 11th January 1917.…….continued

Extract:
‘Munich Trench was now under fairly heavy fire from snipers in shell holes, east of the trench and the movement out into the
open was impossible.’
Photo: From SWARM website and was kindly sent by Herbert's great niece.

Herbert (L) with his older brother who served as
Private 10839 Alfred Shedlock 14th platoon ‘D’ company 18th Manchester Regiment

Local Newspaper
Swinton Football Player killed
Information has been received by Mr and Mrs J A Shedlock , of Moorside Rd, Swinton, of the death in action on January the 11th,
of their second son, Corporal Herbert Shedlock, of the Manchester Regiment,
In letters received from his officers and from the Company Quartermaster, a very high tribute is paid to Corporal Shedlock, for
his qualities both as a soldier and a man.
It appears that he took part in an assault at dawn, on the date named, on a German trench, and coming safely through took up
his post in a captured dugout.
As soon as the morning mist cleared the snipers became active, and he was shot through the head as he emerged to take a
message to his officer.
His Captain writes that he was universally beloved and respected by all who knew him – both officers and men – and that as a
non-commissioned officer he was one of the most promising in the company.
Sympathetic letters have also been received from several of Shedlock’s comrades in the trenches. Corporal Shedlock, who was
in his 24th year, joined the Colours in January 1915.
He first enlisted in a Manchester Territorial battalion, but on arrival in France in August last he was transferred with a number
of others to a Service battalion of the same regiment.
Before the war he was employed as a clerk by Messrs O’Brien and Co, Lever St, Manchester.
He is well remembered in football circles as a prominent forward in the “A” team of the Swinton Club, but his versatility in the
game was so great that he could fill almost any other position in a team with equal success.
He attended Worsley Rd Congregational Church and Sunday school.
An elder brother of Corpl. Shedlock has been in France thirteen months in another battalion of the Manchester Regiment, but
such are the effects of the war on home connexions that the brothers had not met for over two years.

Herbert is remember at the CWGC Memorial at Frankfurt Trench Beaumont-Hamel, Worsley Congregational
Church Roll of Honour and Weaste Cemetery
Herbert’s parents at his grave in France
Plot 37 grave 665 reads
Their beloved son
Cpl Herbert Shedlock
6th Man Reg.
Killed in France
Jan 11th 1917
Aged 22 years

Photo are from the
‘SWARM’ website and
were kindly sent by
Herbert's great niece
.

2nd Lieutenant Asa Frederick Sheppard 27th Squadron Royal Flying Corps
Asa (b.1893, Salford) was the oldest son of Alfred (b.1864, Salford and Elizabeth (b.1867, Rochdale)
Alfred Sheppard married Elizabeth Ellen Hunter in Salford during the second quarter of 1888.
They had six other children, all born in Salford.
Lillian (b.1890), Ada Lois (b.1891), Ruth (b.1896), Dorothy (b.1898), Joseph Victor (b.1901) and Alfred
Kenneth (B.1905)
On the 1901 census the family lived at 191 Great Cheetham Street in Broughton.
Alfred’s occupation is recorded as being a ‘secretary’ to a limited company that manufactures chemicals.
On the 1911 census the family had moved down the road to 117 Great Cheetham Street
Alfred has the same occupation and Asa, now working, is recorded as being a ‘clerk’ at a ‘reelers’ works
‘Reelers’ operated the machine that wound the yarn onto the bobbin

Asa was educated at Salford Municipal Secondary School and at Manchester University in 1912 (textile
industries) and employed by Samuel Hunter, Yarn Agents, Manchester
Asa enlisted in a Public Schools battalion (20th Royal Fusiliers) in November 1914 as a private and served in
France.
London Gazette 26th September 1916:
Asa Frederick Sheppard granted a commission as 2nd Lieutenant in Royal Flying Corps’
The Royal Flying Corps which was formed in 1912 (RFC) was the over-land air arm of the British military
during most of the First World War. During the early part of the war, the RFC's responsibilities were centred on
support of the British Army, via artillery co-operation and photographic reconnaissance.
This work gradually led RFC pilots into aerial battles with German pilots and later in the war included the
strafing of enemy infantry and emplacements, the bombing of German military airfields and later the strategic
bombing of German industrial and transportation facilities.
At the start of War in 1914 the RFC, commanded by David Henderson, consisted of five squadrons – one
observation balloon squadron (RFC No 1 Squadron) and four aeroplane squadrons (RFC No 2 and No 3
Squadrons were the first fixed-wing flying squadrons in the world).
These were first used for aerial spotting on 13th September 1914, but only became efficient when they
perfected the use of wireless communication at Aubers Ridge on 9th May 1915.
Aerial photography was attempted during 1914, but again only became effective the next year.
Parachutes were not available to pilots of the RFC's heavier-than-air craft.
Asa was with the 27th Squadron at Gosport and had served on the Western Front.
On February 23rd he was vey badly wounded when the plane he was flying crashed while landing.
He was taken to the Alexandria Hospital Cosham (Hampshire) where he sadly died on the same day.
Gloucester Journal 03 March 1917

Globe 27 February 1917

In his will Asa left £85-19-6 (Now over £4,000) to Elizabeth Ellen Sheppard (his mother)
Local newspaper
Second Lieutenant A.F. Sheppard
We regret to announce the death of Second Lieutenant Asa Frederick Sheppard of the Royal Flying Corps, eldest son of Mr. &
Mrs. Sheppard of Great Cheetham Street, Higher Broughton., who died on Friday as the result of an accident while flying in the
south of England.
He joined the Public Schools battalion in Nov. 1914 as a private and saw service I France before receiving his Commission. He
was educated at the Salford Secondary School and Manchester Technical School.
Before enlisted he was in business with his uncle in the firm of Samuel Hunter, Clarendon Road, Cross Lane, Salford yarn
reelers and agents.
He was a member of the Manchester Royal Exchange, Halle’s choir, and the Broughton Cricket Club. And was 24 years of age.
The interment was Wednesday afternoon at Weaste Cemetery.
There were many evidences of sympathy
.
Asa is remembered on the Rolls of Honour for Old Salfordians, Salford Grammar School, Manchester
University and Weaste Cemetery.
The panel on the ‘Old Salfordians’ showing Asa (A.Shepppard)

Plot A4 grave 144 reads
Asa Frederick Sec Lieut RFC
Son of
Alfrd & Elizabeth E Sheppard
Died at Cosham Feb 23rd 1917
From the results of an accident
Whilst flying at Gosport
Aged 24 years

Private 10701 William Henry Smith 12th platoon ‘C’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William (b.1875, Salford) was a son of William (b.1834, Manchester) and Margaret (b. 1841, Manchester)
William Smith married Margaret Howarth on 1st January 1860 at Manchester Cathedral.
They had at least six other children, Walter (b. 1861, Salford), Ellen (b.1866, Eccles), Mary (b.1869, Eccles),
Thomas (b.1871, Salford), Dorothy (b.1873, Salford) and Amos (b.1879, Salford)
On the 1871 the family lived at Robert Hall Street, Salford and William’s occupation is recorded as being a
‘brick maker’
On the 1881 census they were at Prichard Street, Salford and William is now recorded as being a ‘general
labourer’
On the 1891 census finds the family at Granville Street, Salford. William is still employed as a ‘general
labourer’. His son William, now working is employed as an ‘assistant crane driver’ working for the ship canal
William Henry married Eliza Ann Hardy during the first quarter of 1896 in Salford.
On the 1901 census William and Eliza Ann were living at Trenan Street, Salford and William is recorded as
being a ‘boiler stoker’.
They have two daughter’s Edith (b.1897, Salford) and Doris (b. 1899, Salford)
On the 1911 census the family are at Hanover Street, Salford.
William is now employed as a ‘boiler attendant’ at an engineering works.
They have a further two children, both boys born in Salford.
William (b.1904) and Albert George (b.1909)
William enlisted on 5th October 1914 into the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
They began training near home, at Heaton Park and 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division. The battalion moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. This camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st
June 1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on the Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the
Salford Pals being almost wiped out.
William was wounded during this fight but at some other time he was subjected to a poison gas attack.
He was discharged from the Army on 23rd December 1916 as ‘no longer fit for military service’ and was
granted a Silver badge, number 97857 on 22nd December 1916.
The Silver War Badge was issued to service personnel who had been honourably discharged due to wounds
or sickness during the war. The badge, sometimes known as the Discharge Badge, Wound Badge or Services
Rendered Badge, was first issued in September 1916, along with an official certificate of entitlement.
Sadly William died on 8th February 1917 at home. On the family headstone, at Weaste Cemetery, it stated he
died from ‘shell shock’
William is remembered on the Roll of Honour for Broughton Copper Works and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot B17 grave 220 reads
Pte. W.H. Smith 15th. Lanc Fus.
Died of shell shock Feb 8th 1917
Age 42 years
In health and strength he left his home
Not thinking death was near,
But God was pleased to bid him come
And in his presence to appear.
Duty nobly done.
From his sorrowing wife and children

Corporal Y454 William Trueman 4th battalion King’s Royal Rifle Corps
William (b.1896, Salford) was the eldest son of John (b.1868, Manchestert) and Margaret (b.1868, Harecastle,
Staffordshire)
John Trueman married Margaret Evans on 10th August 1889 at Christ Church, Salford.
They had five other children, all born in Salford.
Ester Ann (b.1891), Maggie (bn.1892), Hannah Mary (b.1894), George Evans (b.1900) and John Edward (b.
1909)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Longfellow Street, Pendleton.
John’s occupation is listed as being a ‘fireman’ for a stationary boiler.
On the 1911 census they are at the same address.
John’s occupation is now listed as being a ‘stoker’ for stationary boilers at an electric station.
William, now working, is employed as an apprentice ‘electric switch’ maker.
William enlisted with the 4th battalion Royal Rifle Corps on 31st August 1914, at which time he was employed
as a ‘fitter’
The 4th battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps were in Gharial, India when war broke out in August 1914.
They returned to England with the 3rd KRRC arriving on the 18th November.
They then joined 80th Brigade, 27thDivision, at Magdalen Hill Camp, near Winchester.
They proceeded to France via Southampton in mid December 1914 landing at Le Havre.
The Division concentrated in the area between Aire and Arques being joined by Territorial units taken from
other Divisions.
In 1915 they saw action at St Eloi and in The Second Battle of Ypres.
In November they were ordered to Salonika in November 1915 and on the 19th November the 4th KRRC sailed
from Marseilles, arriving on the 25th November.
Between the 30th September and 2ndOctober 1916 they were engaged in the capture of Karajakois, followed
swiftly by the capture of Yenikoi and then the battle of Tumbitza Farm.
On February 21st, 1917, William was on the SS Princess Alberta, on a voyage from Stavros to Mudros, when it
sunk by a mine from the German submarine UC-23 (Captain was Johannes Kirchner), in Mudros Bay, Aegean
Sea.
33 persons were lost. The number of dead has been quoted at 33 (Royal Navy, Merchant Navy and Army
casualties were recorded separately) commemorated but the total figure was almost certainly higher as
“Soldiers’ Died” lists 26 men as being drowned on that day.
Sadly William was one of the soldiers was reported as being ‘drowned on that date’
SS Princess Alberta, built by Caledon Shipbuilding & Engineering Co. Ltd., Dundee in 1905 and operated at
the time of her loss by Royal Navy, was used as a British fleet messenger of 1586 tons.
The UC 23 was a mine laying submarine of 417 tons which carried 7 torpedoes and 18 mines.
William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Mikra (Greece), On the Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s
Church Salford, Adelphi Lads Club and Weaste Cemetery.
Mikra Cemetery (Greece)
Within the cemetery will be found the MIKRA MEMORIAL, commemorating almost 500 nurses, officers and
men of the Commonwealth forces who died when troop transports and hospital ships were lost in the
Mediterranean, and who have no grave but the sea.
They are commemorated here because others who went down in the same vessels were washed ashore and
identified, and are now buried at Thessalonika.

The ships were:HT "Marquette” torpedoed and sunk by 'U35' on 23 October 1915, 57.5 kilometres south from Salonika Bay,
carrying the 29th Division Ammunition Column and the New Zealand Stationary Hospital.
HT "Ivernia” torpedoed and sunk on 1 January 1917, 93 kilometres from Cape Matapan, carrying
reinforcements for Egypt.
HT "Arcadian" was torpedoed and sunk on 15 April 1917, 41.5 kilometres north east from the island of Milo
(Melos), carrying reinforcements for Egypt.
Hospital Ship "Britannic", of the White Star Line, sunk by mine on 21st November 1916 in the Zea Channel
between Greece and the Cyclades, on her way from Naples to Mudos.
Fleet Messenger "Princess Alberta"; sunk by mine between Stavros and Mudros, on 21st February 1917.

Plot F 1161 reads
Cpl. William Trueman
K.R.R.
SON OF John & Margaret Trueman
Grandson of above
Lost at sea, Feb 21st 1917
Aged 22 years

Lance Corporal 2173 Frank Wattam 2nd / 8th Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment)
Frank (b.1890, Salford) was the only son of John (b.1857, Wickenby, Lincolnshire) and Mary (b.1858,
Leicester)
John Thomas Wattam married Mary Eliza Waddington during the fourth quarter of 1885 in Salford.
They had two other children, both girls, May (b.1899, Salford) and Gertrude (b.1895, Woolton, Lancashire)

On the 1901 census the family were at Queens Road, Urmston.
John’s occupation was recorded as being a ‘railway clerk’
On the 1911 census the family were at the same address and John had the same occupation.
Frank was at Chester Street in Birkenhead and was recorded as being a ‘visitor’ at the home of a Mr. Jones.
Frank’s occupation was listed as being a ‘railway clerk’ for the Midland Railway.
Frank first enlisted as Private 36233 in the Nottingham and Derbyshire Regiment.
He later transferred to the 2nd / 8th battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) and he enlisted at Derby.
The 2nd /8th battalion was formed at Haddington in September 1914.
They moved to Peebles in May 1915.
In November 1915 they were attached to 194th Brigade, 65th Division at Falkirk.
They were renamed as the 16th battalion until January 1916.
They next moved to Essex in March 1916, being involved in coast defence.
They moved again, this time going on to Dublin in January 1917.
Frank died on 16th February.
The reason for his death is given as ‘died’ which usually means death caused by a non-military reason,
i.e. illness or infection.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Grangegorman Military Cemetery in Dublin, St. Clements Church
(Urmston) and Weaste cemetery.
St. Clements Church (Urmston)
Plot B1 grave 1370 (Waddington family grave) reads
Frank Wattam (grandson)
2/8 Royal Scots
Who gave his life in the
Great War
Feb. 16th 1917
Aged 26 years
Buried in Ireland

Photo by George Cogswell

Private 37957 John Whittaker 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John (b.1891, Salford) was a son of Thomas (b.1862, Salford) and Mary (b.1863, Nottingham)
Thomas married twice.
Firstly to Mary Ann Beggs (b.1864, East Indies) this marriage took place in Salford during the first quarter of
1881.
Sadly Mary (Beggs) died in the first quarter of 1890 aged 26 years.
They had four children, Edward (b.1883), Clara (b.1886) Mary Ann (b.1888) and Alice (b.1888).
All the children born in Salford
Thomas married again, this time to Mary Ann Price during the fourth quarter of 1890 in Salford
They had at least seven other children who were all born in Salford.
Annie (b.1893), Lily (b.1895), Thomas (b.1897), Ellen (b.1899), Robert (b.1901), Walter (b.1904) and Wilfred
(b.1908)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Unicorn Street, Salford and Thomas’s occupation is recorded as being
a ‘brick setter’
On the 1911 census the family are at Wild Street, Salford and Thomas is now a ‘bricklayer’
John, now working, is recorded as being a ‘time clerk’ at an electrical works
John married Louisa May Entwistle on 2nd May 1914 at Stowell Memorial Church in Salford
They had a child, Thomas who was baptised on 4th November 1914
Unsure of when John enlisted in the 2nd battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers.
They were in Dover with 12th Brigade, 4th Division when war was declared in August 1914.
The 4th Division was held back from the original British Expeditionary Force by a last minute decision to defend
England against a possible German landing. The fate of the BEF in France and the lack of any move by the
Enemy to cross the channel, reversed this decision and they proceeded to France landing at Boulogne on the
20th August 1914, arriving in time to provide infantry reinforcements at the Battle of Le Cateau, the Divisional
Artillery, Engineers, Field Ambulances and mounted troops being still en-route at this time.
They were in action at the battle of the Marne, the battle of the Aisne and at Messines in 1914.
In 1915 they fought in the second battle of Ypres.
On the 4th November 1915, the 2nd Lancashire’s moved with 12th Brigade to 36th (Ulster) Division to provide
training over the winter months and returned to 4th Division on the 3rd February 1916.
In 1916 moved south and were in action during the battles of the Somme.
In 1917 the battalion spent early January in camp before being moved to the Suzanne area on the 24th and
spent the rest of the month ‘company training’
On February 1st they were moved to ‘close support trenches’ at Bouchauesnes where they relieved 1st
battalion Rifle Brigade.
War Diary: 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers ~ 1st – 4th February 1917

On the night of 2nd February some soldiers were working on repairs to the ‘support lines’.
Three were reported killed and two reported wounded.

John was reported to have been ‘killed in action’ on 3rd February, so he must have been killed in this working
party.
John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Fins New British Cemetery, Sorel-le-Grand
Fins is a village on the road between Cambrai and Peronne
John is also remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot F grave 829 (Entwisle family grave) reads
Pte. John Whittaker
Son-in-law of above
Killed in action in France
Feb. 3rd 1917
Aged 25 years

Private 35045 Walter Winfield 1st battalion Manchester Regiment
Walter (B.1898, Manchester) was the eldest son of William (b.1871, Manchester) and Martha (b.1876, Salford)
William Winfield married Martha Hannah Shore on 29th December 1894 at Christ Church Salford.
They had three other children, all born in Manchester; Leah (b.1896), William (b.1901) and Elizabeth (b.1904)
On the 1901 census the family are living at Ivy Street in Manchester but father William is not with them.
He is to be found aboard the canal boat ‘Trent’ of which he is the captain.
The boat is moored at Perry Street, Runcorn on the Bridgewater canal.
His occupation is recorded as being a ‘water master’
On the 1911 census the family are living at Richmond Street, Manchester.
William is now employed as a ‘bargeman’ working for the Ship Canal Company.
Walter was called to arms and enlisted in the 1st battalion Manchester Regiment.
In August 1914 the 1st Manchester’s were in Jullundur, India as part of the 8th (Jullundur) Brigade in 3rd
(Lahore) Division.
This Division left India on 29th August 1914 as part of the Indian Corps and moved to France, landing at
Marseilles on 26th September 1914. It served on the Western Front until leaving France on 10th December
1915, whereupon it moved to Mesopotamia, landing at Basra on 8th January 1916.
The 1st Manchester’s embarked for the Mesopotamian campaign, accompanying the infantry element of the
Indian Corps.
9th January 1917, an attack by the Division across the river near Kut, the battalion got in to the Turkish
trenches and consolidated their position, the Turks counter attacked and a furious fight ensued, the trenches
were held but with severe casualties (87 killed and 141 wounded).
The fighting went on every day, the town of Hai was captured and one by one the advance posts were taken
and one. On February 15th the corps successfully attacked the Dahra Bend defenses.
The enemy positions at the Sannaiyat lines were left but on 17th after 3 unsuccessful attacks, were again the
target. The battalion was placed in a defensive position on the right flank.
After this successful attempt the 1st Manchester’s were mainly engaged in salvage duties collecting the
enormous amount of shells and ammunition abandoned by the retreating Turks.
On 5th March the brigade marched to Aziziya, arriving on the 7th and by 14th the battalion had reached the east
wall of Baghdad. By the 18th March they were across the Diala.
On the 23rd the Turks were pushed back to the Jebel Hamrin, a natural strong point.
The strong positions were attacked by the British brigades with the 1st Manchester’s held in reserve until the
attack was given up and they were used to cover the retirement.
General Maude recorded that "the Manchester’s specially distinguished themselves by their gallantry and steadiness on
this occasion".
Walter was t first reported ‘missing’ and later as ‘killed in action’ during the final stages of the ‘retirement’
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Basra (Iraq) and at Weaste Cemetery.
Until 1997 the Basra Memorial was located on the main quay of the naval dockyard at Maqil, on the west bank
of the Shatt-al-Arab, about 8 kilometres north of Basra.
Due to the sensitivity of the site, the Memorial was moved by presidential decree.
The move, carried out by the authorities in Iraq, involved a considerable amount of manpower, transport costs
and sheer engineering on their part, and the Memorial has been re-erected in its entirety.
The Basra Memorial is now located 32 kilometres along the road to Nasiriyah, in the middle of what was a
major battleground during the first Gulf War.
Plot A4 grave 7 reads
Pte. Walter Winfield 1st M/c Regt
Beloved son of above
Reported missing presumed killed in Mesopotamia
March 25th 1917 aged 19 years

Not forgotten
Thomas Acton
Plot A11 Grave 2370
(Memorial Stone) reads
Thomas Acton
Who died March 14th 1917
Aged 22 years

Joseph Anderson
Plot K grave 774 reads
Pray for the Soul of
Pte. Joseph Anderson LF
1869-1917
Private 10178
Joseph Anderson
15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
(1st Salford Pals)

Private 69683
Thomas Acton
Labour battalion
King’s Liverpool Regiment

Harry Basketter
Plot J grave 3418
(CWG Headstone) reads
4253 Private
H. Basketter
Border Regiment
12th January 1917
Age 25
Private 4253
Harry Basketter
3rd battalion
Border Regiment

Charles Rigg
Plot G grave 1218
(CWG Headstone) reads
23188 Private
C. Rigg
The King’s Liverpool Regiment
21st February 1917
Aged 34
Thy will not mine O Lord
Private 23188
Charles Rigg
14th battalion
King’s Liverpool Regiment

Joseph Simpson
Plot 31 grave 1022 reads
Joseph Simpson
Who died of wounds in France
March 22nd 1917
Aged 29 years

George Walker
Plot H grave 1770 reads
Pte. George Walker R.W.
Beloved son of above
Killed in action in France
Fe. 4th 1917
Aged 35 years

Gunner 149248
Joseph Simpson
9th Trench battalion
Royal Field Artillery

Private 3191
George Walker
1st / 6th battalion
Royal Warwickshire Regiment

