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Remembered at Agecroft this quarter

Corporal 41142 John William Carline ‘B’ company 9th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
John (b.1884, Salford) was a son of Samuel (b.1852, Matlock) and Martha (b.1854, Salford)
Samuel Carline married Martha Woodcock at St. Simon’s Church, Salford during the second quarter of 1877.
On the 1881 census Samuel (29) and Martha (27) lived at Albert Place, Salford.
Samuel’s occupation is listed as a ‘carpenter’
The couple have two daughters, Amy (b.1869, Salford) and Sarah Emma (b. 1881, Salford)
On the 1891 census the family were living at Barker Street, Salford.
Samuel is now employed as a ‘machinery packer’
With them are their five children, Amy (12), Sarah (10), John (7), Alice (b.1885, Salford) and Frank (b.1890,
Salford).
Samuel died during the third quarter of 1898 aged 46 years.
On the 1901 census Martha (47) now a widow and her family are living at Cooper Street, Salford.
Martha is now employed as a ‘charwoman’
With her are, John (17) who is employed as a ‘driller in an iron foundry’; Alice (15) who works as a ‘polish cotton
winder’. Frank (11) is still at school.
Also at the address is a ‘boarder’ Mary Burlow (b. 1830, Salford)
John William Carline married Mary Jane Smith at St. George’s Church Salford on 27th August 1910.
On the 1911 census John (27) and Mary (20) lived at Wynne Street, Pendleton.
John’s occupation is listed as being a contract ‘drainer’
Their son, Samuel was baptised at St. George’s Church on 14th June 1911
John enlisted in the 5th Manchester Volunteer Battalion on 20th January 1902, at the time he was employed by
George Wragg, engineers of Chapel Street, Salford.
He served as Private 8219 J.W. Carline.
He attended the ‘summer’ training camps 1904-1908, except 1905 when he was ill.
John was discharged on 19th January 1908, after serving his ‘time’
John enlisted with the 11th battalion Manchester Regiment during the first half of 1915 and served as Private
24654 J.W. Carline.
After serving with the 11th Manchester’s, John was probably drafted, as one of the 200 men from the Manchester
Regiments into the 9th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers on 21st July 1916.
He was with the 9th Northumberland’s during the battles of the Scarpe.
He was with them in the front trenches near the Arras (Feuchy) sector on 23 rd April 1917 when he was wounded
in the head.
From the War Diary (below) entry for 23rd April, the battalion losses for that date were
Killed:
2 officers and 30 men
Wounded:
I officer and 55 men

War Diary: 9th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers 16th – 24th April 1917

John is listed on the casualty report
Northumberland Fusiliers cap badge

John was treated at a Causality Clearing Station before being
forwarded to the 51st Field Ambulance
He was later returned to England for further treatment but sadly
died on 4th September 1917.

John is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 25 grave 225 (CWG headstone) reads
41142 Corporal
J.W. Carline
Northumberland Fusiliers
4th September 1917
John’s younger brother, served as Private 1822 Frank Carline 1st battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers.
He was killed in action, in the Gallipoli campaign, on 25th August 1915.
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Green Hill Cemetery (Turkey)

Private 39422 Alfred Clarke 10th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
Alfred (b. 1884, Salford) a son of Christopher (b. 1863, Warrington) and Sarah (b.1864, Warrington)
Christopher Clarke married Sarah Daniels at St. Matthias’s Church, Salford during the 4 th quarter of 1881
On the 1891 census, Christopher (28) and Sarah (27) were living at Clowes Street, Salford.
Christopher’s occupation was listed as being a ‘general labourer’ and his wife Sarah, was working as a ‘fustian
cutter’. They now have three children, Alfred (7), Emily (b.1888, Salford) and Christopher (b.1890, Salford)
Also at the address are brother in laws, John Pendlebury a 23 year old ‘general labourer’ and George Pendlebury
a 21 year old ‘general labourer’
The couple are still at the same address on the 1901 census.
Christopher’s still works a ‘general labourer’
Alfred (17) is employed as an ‘umbarella maker’
The other children, Emily (13), Christopher (11) and Henry (b.1892, Salford).
On the 1911 census the family lived at Princess Street, Broughton.
Christopher (48) now works as a ‘general labourer’ at a ‘bleachers’
Alfred (27) is employed as an ‘overlooker’ at an umbrella warehouse.
Emily (23) works as a ‘machinist’ at a print works.
Christopher (21) works as a ‘bleachers maker up’ and Henry (19) is an ‘apprentice maker up’
Additional children, all born in Salford, are, Ada (b.1904), Florence (b.1906) and Fred (b.1908)
Alfred Clarke married Mary Lang Kevan at Gravel Lane Methodist, Salford during the 4 th quarter of 1912.
They had a daughter, Cassandra who was born during the 4 th quarter of 1914 in Rusholme.
Alfred enlisted with the 12th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers during 1916.
The 12th battalion was formed at Newcastle on 22nd September 1914, and was assigned to the 62nd Brigade, 21st
Division at Halton Park and they moved to France in September 1915.
They were amalgamated with the 13th Northumberland’s on 1st August 1917 as the 12th (Service) battalion.
The battalion remained in 62nd Brigade, 21st Division on the Western Front for the rest of the war.
At some time he was moved to the 10th battalion who were in the Dickebusch sector at the end of September
1917.
War Diary: 10th Northumberland Fusiliers 18th – 25th September 1917.

Alfred was wounded during the action of 20th September and died later in the day.

He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Bedford House Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen (Belgium), Weaste
Cemetery and Agecroft Cemetery.
Bedford House, sometimes known as Woodcote House, were the names given by the Army to the Chateau
Rosendal, a country house in a small wooded park with moats.
Although it never fell into German hands, the house and the trees were gradually destroyed by shell fire.
It was used by field ambulances and as the headquarters of brigades and other fighting units, and charcoal pits
were dug there from October 1917.
In time, the property became largely covered by small cemeteries; five enclosures existed at the date of the
Armistice, but the graves from No.1 were then removed to White House Cemetery, St. Jean, and those from No.5
to Aeroplane Cemetery, Ypres.

Agecroft Plot 15 grave 257 (Kevan family grave) reads
Alfred Clarke
Son in law of above
Died of wounds in France
20th September 1917 in his 35th year
Loves last gift remembrance

Weaste Plot J grave 482 reads
Pte. Alfred Clarke
Son of above
Killed in France
Sept. 20th 1917
Aged 35 years

Manchester Evening News 13th October 1917

Private 282525 Richard Harvey 2nd / 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Richard (b. 1892, Harpurhey) was a son of Edward (b.1864, Salford) and Mary Jane b. 1863, Halifax).
Edward Harvey married Mary Jane Weaver at St. Simon’s Church, Salford in 1882
They had at least eight children in total, others being Alfred (b.1884, Blackley), Edward (b.1887, Harpurhey),
Thomas (b.1889, Manchester), Mary Ellen (b.1894, Worsley), Harold (b.1896, Pendlebury), Florence (b.1898,
Worsley) and Harry (b.1900, Worsley)
On the1891 census they lived at Llandaff Street, Manchester and Edward is listed as a ‘warehouse man’ at a
provisions merchant.
On the1901 census they are at Park Lane West, Pendleton and Edward is now listed as a ‘traveller’ for
provisions.
Edward’s wife Mary Jane died on 3rd July 1904 aged 41 years.
Edward married Mary Eleanor Edwards at St. John’s Church in Broughton in 1905.
They had a child, Enda (b.1907, Stretford)
On the 1911 census they are living at Stamford Street, Old Trafford.
Edward is now listed as a ‘provisions salesman’.
Three of the children are working, Thomas (22) as a ‘warehouseman’ at a chocolate factory.
Richard (19) is employed as a ‘warehouseman’ at a pattern card makers.
Harold (15) works as an ‘office boy’ at a calico printers
Mary Ellen (17), Florence (13), Harry (11) Edna (4) are the other children.
Also at the address is Jessie Maynard (53) is a ‘general domestic servant’
Richard Harvey married Elsie I. Bolton in Salford during the 1st quarter of 1917 and they lived at Osborne Street,
Salford.
Richard’s service number may indicate he enlisted, with 2nd / 5th Lancashire Fusiliers, during 1916.
The 2nd /5th battalion was formed at Bury on 9th September 1914 as a home service (“second line”) unit.
They moved to Mossborough and then into billets in Southport.
On 8th February 1915 they were attached to 197th Brigade, 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division.
On 17th April 1915 they transferred to 3rd Highland Brigade, Highland Division, at Bedford.
The battalion landed at
Boulogne on 4th May 1915.
On 12th May 1915 the battalion became 154th Brigade, 51st (Highland) Division.
Then on 7th January 1916 they were transferred to 164th Brigade in same Division.
At the end of July 1917, the battalion was in the Ypres sector.
There is very little detail in the War Diary but the following were in the appendix

War Diary: 2nd / 5th Lancashire Fusiliers July 1917 ~ appendix

War Diary: 2nd / 5th Lancashire Fusiliers July 1917 ~ appendix ~ casualties

473 of the 593 (80%) men who went into action, in July 1917, were killed, wounded or missing.
Manchester Evening News 11th September 1917
Richard at first was reported missing
in action and later killed in action on
the 31st July 1917

Open letter from Major General H.S. Jeudwine

Richard is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Ypres and at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 26 grave 91 reads
Pte. Harold Harvey
Who died from wounds received in Gallipoli
Dec. 18th 1916
Aged 21 years
also
Pte. Richard Harvey
Killed in action July 30th 1917
Aged 27 years
Beloved sons of the above
Young lives nobly sacrificed

Sergeant 47342 Albert Lythgoe 11th battalion Manchester Regiment
Alfred (b.1877, Manchester) was a son of William (b.1853, Manchester) and Annie (b.1856, Salford)
William Lythgoe, a 23 year old widow, married Mary Ann Nowell Reader at St. John’s Church, Manchester on 1 st
January 1876

William died during the 1st quarter of 1879 aged 26 years
On the 1881 census widow Mary Ann (25) (aka: Annie) was living with her mother, Mary Jane Reader (49) at
Dawson’s Croft, Salford.
Annie is employed as a ‘domestic servant’.
With Annie are her two children, Albert (4) and Rose (b.1878, Manchester.)
Also at the address is Joseph Reader (23), who works as a ‘poulterer’, the son of Mary Jane Reader
On the 1891 census the family were still at the same address.
Jane Reader, Annie’s mother is now 58 years old
Annie, still a widow, is employed as a ‘cook’
Albert (14) and Rose (12) are at school.
Also at the address is George Wall (20), a boarder who works as a ‘fishmonger’
On the 1901 census Annie, now being known as Mary Ann is still a widow and employed as a ‘domestic cook’
Albert (24) works as a ‘warehouseman’ in Manchester.
Rose May (22) is employed as a ‘saddle sticher’
Alfred married Annie Smith in Manchester during the 3rd quarter of 1904.
On the 1911 census Albert (34) and wife Annie (31) were living at Perth Street, Cheetham.
Albert was employed as a ‘linen salesman’
The couple had a daughter, Dorothy (b. 1908, Salford)
They later lived at Daresbury St., Cheetham Hill, Manchester.
Albert enlisted with the 11th battalion Manchester Regiment in 1916.
After training he was drafted to France with the battalion in July 1916.
We don’t know when or where Albert was wounded.
He was sent back to England for treatment but he died at the 1 st Western General Hospital at Fazackerley, on 29th
September 1917.
The wounded arrived by train at the local station.
The hospital had beds for 150 officers and over 4000 other ranks.
The hospital became a specialist centre for surgical treatment of injuries to the jaw and thigh

Albert is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery and the memorial at St. James’s Church, Broughton

Plot 26 grave 677 (CWG headstone) reads
47342
Sergeant A. Lythgoe
Manchester Regiment
29th September 1917
Aged 40
Manchester Evening News 28th September 1918

Private 20335 Thomas Paulden 15th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Thomas (b. 1886, Manchester) was a son of Thomas (b. 1859, Salford) and Jane (b. 1862, Ireland)
Thomas Paulden married Jane Malin at St. George’s Church on 21 st December 1881
On the 1891 census Thomas (32) and Jane (29) were living at the home of Gordon and Sarah McCleod in Edwin
Street, Prestwich.
Thomas’s occupation is listed as being a ‘yarn dyer’.
With them are children, Thomas (5), James (b.1889, Salford) and Henry (b. 1890, Manchester)
By the 1901 census the family were living at Gladstone Street, Pendleton.
Thomas still works as a ‘yarn dyer’
Thomas (14) is employed as a ‘drawer off’ at a print works.
Their other children are Sarah (b. 1883, Salford) James (12) Henry (11) Jane (b. 1891, Manchester), George (b.
1896, Salford) and Marie (b. 1898, Salford)
On the 1911 census Thomas (51) and Jane (49) and their family are living at Wellington Street, Pendleton.
Thomas is now employed as a ‘cotton drier’ at Armitage’s mill.
Thomas (24) is now employed as a ‘tinner’ (tinsmith?) at Sackville’s works.
James (22) works as a ‘cotton drier’ at Park House.
Henry (21) works as a ‘labourer’ at Sackville’s works
Jane (19) works as a ‘winder’ at Armitage’s Bridge mill.
Sarah works as a ‘weaver’ at Armitage’s Bridge mill.
George (15) works as a ‘printer’s labourer’ at Bailey & Cravens.
Maria (13) is still at school and there are two more daughter’s, Ada (b. 1903, Salford) and Agnes (b. 1908<
Salford).
Over the years Thomas and Jane hade five other children who all died young.
Thomas enlisted on 5th September 1914 with King’s Liverpool Regiment.
The 14th battalion was formed at Seaforth in October 1914 and came under orders of 65th Brigade, 22nd Division.
Training was in Seaforth during April 1915 and Aldershot during June 1915.
They were sent to France on 5th September 1915 and landed at Boulogne.
The battalion was moved to Salonika leaving Marseilles on 28th October, arriving in Salonika on 5th November
1915.
It is unsure when Thomas became ill but he was with the 3rd battalion, which was the home unit, when he was
medically discharged, on 1st June 1917, as being no longer fit for service physically.
His discharge was classed as ‘sickness 392 (xvi)
He was issued with Silver Badge number 243141 on 20th September 1917, the day he died.
Thomas is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 6 grave 139 (CWG headstone) reads
20335 Private
T. Paulden
The Kings Liverpool Regt.
20th September 1917

Private 60422 Frank Smith 87th Coy Infantry Machine Gun Corps
Frank (b.1888, Salford) was a son of Frank (b.1864, Worcester) and Elizabeth (b.1863, Bangor)
Frank Smith married Elizabeth Edwards at St. Clement’s Church, Salford during the 3 rd quarter of 1888
On the 1891 census Frank (27) and Elizabeth (28) are living at Garden Street, Broughton.
Franks occupation is listed as being a ‘builder’s carter’
They now have three children, Charles (b.1886, Salford), Frank (3) and Elizabeth (b.1891, Salford)
By the 1901 census the family are living at Cook Street, Pendleton.
Frank’s occupation is listed as being a ‘foreign rock asphalter & concreter’
Charles (15) works as an ‘apprentice to asphalter’
Frank (13), Elizabeth (10) and the family as increased by four since last census, all being born in Salford
Lily (b. 1893), Thomas (b. 1896), Rose (b.1898) and Walter (b.1901).
On the 1911 census the family are living at Mona Street, Pendleton.
Frank (47) works as a ‘concreter and asphalta’ for Manchester Corporation.
His son Frank (23) is employed as a ‘concreter and asphalta’ for Manchester Corporation.
Thomas (150 works as a ‘labourer’.
Rose (13), Walter (10) and George (b. 1914) are all at school.
Frank enlisted as Private 29519 in the Manchester Regiment in 1916.
Sometime later he was transferred to the Machine Gun Corps.
During 1917 the 87th MGC were involved in all three battles of the Scarpe, which was a part of the Arras
offensive.
Next they were at the battle of Langemarck.
On 16th August 1917, the units of the British left flank were in 87th Infantry Brigade, 29th Division.
The brigade consisted of 2nd battalion South Wales Borderers, 1st battalion King's Own Scottish Borderers, 1st
battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1st battalion Border Regiment, 87th Brigade Machine-gun Company and
87th Light Trench Mortar battery.

War Diary: 87th Coy Infantry Machine Gun Corps 15th – 22nd August 1917

War Diary: 87th Coy Machine Gun Corps August 1917
Fred is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at
Tyne Cot, Manchester Corporation Roll of Honour
and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 26 grave 732 reads
FRANK, son of the above
Killed in action
Aug. 16th 1917
Aged 29 years

Lance Sergeant 26565 Austin Boyne Taylor 19th battalion Manchester Regiment (4th City Pals)
Austin (b.1896, Eccles) was a son of Wilfred (b.1866, Barton) and Eliza (b.1862, Isle of Man)
Wilfred Francis Taylor married Eliza Boyne at All Saints Church Baron on Irwell on 1 st September 1888.
On the 1891 census Wilfred (25) and Eliza (29) lived at Crawford Street, Barton.
Wilfred’s occupation is listed as a ‘grocer’s assistant’
With them are children, Lilian (b.1889, Eccles) and John (b.1891, Eccles)
On the 1901 census Eliza is living at Chorlton Street, Monton
Eliza now has four children, all born in Eccles, Lilian (12) John (10), Catherine (b.1894) and Mona (b.1898)
Also at the address are two visitors, Eliza Metcalf (b. 1865, Isle of Man) a 36 year old widow and her daughter
Mona (b.1900, New Zealand)
Also with Eliza is her niece Blanch Boyne (b.1879, Isle of Man) who is a ‘grocer’s clerk’
Eliza’s husband Wilfred is to be found as a boarder at the home of Thomas & Alice Greenlees in Great George
Street, Wigan.
The occupations of both Thomas and Wilfred are listed as ‘passenger railway guards’
Eliza’s youngest son Austin (5) is in Ladywell Hospital for Infectious Diseases
On the 1911 census Wilfred (45) and Eliza (49) family are living at Great Cheetham Street East, Broughton.
Wilfred still works as a ‘railway passenger guard’
Lilian (22) works as a ‘shirt maker’
John (17) is a ‘hotel pantry man’
Catherine (17) is recorded as Kathleen (age and place of birth being correct)
Austin (15) works as a ‘pattern card maker’
Mona (13) is at school.

Austin’s service number indicates he enlisted sometime during 1916 with the 19th battalion Manchester Regiment
(4th City Pals)
The battalion was formed in Manchester on 28th August 1914 by the Lord Mayor and City.
Initially training established at Heaton Park but moved in April 1915 to Belton Park, where they were placed under
command of 90th Brigade in 30th Division.
They moved on to Larkhill in September 1915 for final training and on 6th November 1915 they landed in France.
On 21st December 1915 the battalion was transferred to 21st Brigade in same Division.

Unsure of what battles Austin was involved with before the battle of Pilckem Ridge (3rd battle of
Ypres) at the end of July 1917 but he must have seen ‘action’ before then.

War Diary: 19th battalion Manchester Regiment 31st July – 7th August 1917.

The casualities for the 4th City Pals for this action were 16 officers and 283 other ranks killed, wounded or
missing.
Sadly Austin was one of those killed in action.
The two page report below gives details of the action.
Report of the action started on 31st July 1917 ~ 19th battalion Manchester Regiment

Austin is remebered on the CWGC Memorail at Menin Gate (Belgium) and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 15 grave neat 985 reads
Sergt. Austin Boyne
Their beloved son
Missing after 3rd battle of Ypres
July 31st 1917
Aged 21 years

Remembered at Peel Green Cemetery this quarter

Acting Bombardier 103377 Albert Anderton 387th Siege Battery Royal Garrison Artillery
Albert (b.1882, Eccles) the eldest son of William (b.1866, Eccles) and Louisa (b.1864, Eccles)
William Edmund Anderton married Louisa Taylor in Barton during the 4 th quarter of 1885.
On the 1891 census William (25) and Louisa (27) and their family lived at Hampden Grove, Barton.
William is recorded as being a ‘potato salesman’
The couple now have two children, both born in Eccles, Florrie (b.1888) and Albert (2)
On the 1901 census the family are living at 308, Liverpool Road, Eccles.
William’s occupation is now listed as being a ‘beer & wine’ retailer.
With William and Louisa are children, Florrie (14), Albert (12).
Two further children, both born in Eccles, are Bertha (b.1898) and William (b. 1900)
Also at the address is William’s brother, Albert (30) who is employed as an ‘engine fitter’
Louisa died on 2nd January 1907 aged 42.
On the 1911 census, widower William (45) and his family are living at Church Inn Hotel, Church Street, Eccles
William is now employed as a ‘licensed victualler’
Albert (22) is employed at his father’s pub, as is Florrie (23).
Bertha (13) and William (11) are still at school.
Also at the address are Alfred Thrope (25) a ‘hotel waiter’, Archibald Ressom (29) a ‘barman’ and Mary Ann
Tonge (23) ‘domestic servant’
William Anderton was landlord of the ‘Church Inn’, was also a Councillor.
He was a member of the Watch Committee and President of the Eccles Licensed Victuallers Association.
The pub was famous for its bowling green and many ‘high stake’ games played there.
Albert married Beatrice Hill on 21st January 1914 at Christ Church Pendleton.
At that time Albert was recorded as being the ‘manager of the Church Inn’
The couple had a child, George Edmund who was born on 5th August 1915
Albert enlisted on 12th December 1915 with the Royal Garrison Artillery.
He was then made part of the ‘army reserve’
He was mobilized on 4th July 1916 and drafted into the 387th Siege battery, part of the 103rd Brigade.
He was promoted to ‘paid’ acting bombardier on 31st March 1917.
On 14th July 1917 they were sent to the Persian Gulf.
Albert died, in hospital on 22nd August, from ‘heatstroke’
Local newspaper
Eccles Councillor’s son
The death is reported under conditions not fully explained of bombardier Albert Anderton R.G.A., elder son of Counc. W. Anderton of the Church Inn,
Eccles.
Anderton joined up with his group on 143th July 1916 and about six weeks ago left the country for destination unknown to him or his friends. Since his
departure his father received a postcard dated 4 th August stating that he had arrived at a well-known port and last weekend an official notification
that Anderton died from heat stroke on 22 nd August with the Expeditionary Force in the Persian Gulf.
The deceased was 29 years old and had been married about three years and leaves a widow and one child
At the time of his marriage he took over the management of the well-known Eccles hotel from his father and relinquished the management only when
he enlisted.
He was an old scholar of the Patricroft Parish schools and well known in the Eccles district and deep sympathy is felt for his father and family in his
bereavement

Albert is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Basra (Iraq), Roll of Honour at St. Andrew’s Church, Eccles and
at Peel Green Cemetery

Plot H grave 11547 reads
Albert, their son
Who died of heatstroke in the Persian Gulf
August 22nd 1917
Aged 29 years

Form showing Albert’s belonging being returned to his wife

The list includes
3 photos
Letters
3 registration cards
3 motor car licences
2 lanyards
Match box cover
Bible
Prayer book
‘Gillette’ razor & strap
Razor
Tin tobacco
Pouch
‘Hdky’ (handkerchief?)
Wallet containing
3 coins
2 books of stamps

Private 252152 Sydney Barber 2nd / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment
Sydney (b.1898, Farnworth) was a son of Peter (b.1859, Irlam) and Sarah (b.1863, Walkden)
Peter Barber married Sarah Lever during the 4th quarter of 1882 in Barton
On the 1891 census, Peter (32) and Sarah (28) lived at Stirrup Brook, Tyldesley.
Peter’s occupation is listed as being a ‘colliery labourer’
They have four children, all born in Boothstown, Ernest (b.1884), Edith 9b. 14886), Horace (b.
1888) and Mabel 9b. 1890)
On the 1901 census they were living at Mather Lane, Kearsley.
Peter was now employed as a ‘confectioners’ traveller.
Ernest (14) works as a ‘chemists’ assistant, Edith (15) is a ‘cotton weaver’, and Horace (13) is a ‘grocer’s’
assistant.
The other children are, Mabel (11), Ralph (b. 1892, Boothstown), Peter (b.1894, Boothstown), Robert (b. 1896,
Boothstown), Sydney (3) and Minnie (b. 1900, Farnworth)
On the 1911 census Peter (52) and Sarah (480 and their family are living at Trafford Road, Eccles.
Peter is still employed as a ‘commercial traveller in confectionary’
Sarah is employed a s a ‘wholesale confectioner’
Edith is still a ‘cotton weaver’, Horace works as an ‘insurance agent’, Mabel works as a ‘tailoress’ and Peter is
employed as a ‘vanman’ for a confectioner.
Sydney (13) and Minnie (11) are still at school, as is another child, Elsie (b. 1902, Patricroft)
Sydney enlisted in May 1916, with the 2nd/6th Manchester Regiment which had been formed at Manchester in
August 1914 a second line unit.
In November 1914 the battalion was placed under command of 199 th Brigade in 66th (2nd East Lancashire)
Division. The battalion moved to Crowborough in May 1915, went on to Colchester in March 1916.
The battalion was drafted to France in February 1917.
Sydney became the orderly for Lt. Furness.
In September 1917, the battalion was in the Oost Dunkergue Bains sector.
On the night of 23rd / 24th September, the battalion were at ‘Middlesex camp’ when a heavy German barrage fell
on their camp.
A direct hit was made on ‘B’ company’s officer’s mess hut.
In total, 4 officers and nine men were killed, with 3 officers and 2 men wounded.
Sadly Sydney was one of those killed and Lt. Furness was wounded.
Local newspaper
Killed whilst he slept.

Mrs. Barber of Gladstone Road, Eccles has received sad news that her youngest son, Sydney, 19 years old, was killed in a shell burst on Monday 24th
September.
Previously to joining the Manchester Regiment he was employed in the confectionary business.
He was connected with the Trinity Methodists Church in Patricroft being a member of the choir and was assistant secretary in the Sunday school. He
was also an officer in the Boys Brigade.
He was drafted to France early this year.
His mother received a letter of sympathy from the Chaplin

War Diary: 2nd / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment 21st – 27th September 1917

Very rare occurrence…….other ranks being named in War Diary entry.

Sydney is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Rampscapple Road (Belgium), Roll of Honour at St. Andrew’s
Church, Trinity Methodist Church Memorial, and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot J grave 13792 reads
Sydney
The dearly beloved son of the above
Who was killed in France
Sept. 24th 1917
Aged 19 years
Peace perfect peace

Trinity Methodist Memorial (Patricroft) [Photo:SWARM]

National Roll of Honour

Sydney’s brother served as Gunner 92923 Horace Barber 112th Heavy Battery Royal Garrison Artillery and
served the War.

Lieutenant Albion Mitchell Barker 20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (4th Salford Pals)
Albion Mitchell, better known as Mitchell, was the only son of Jackson (b.1860, Todmorden) and
Mary (b.1861, Rochdale)
Jackson Barker and Mary Ellen Mitchell was married in Kendall during the 3 rd quarter of 1886.
On the 1891 census Jackson (31) and Mary (30) and their family lived at Bell Street, Cheetham.
Jackson’s occupation is listed as being a ‘solicitor’s cashier’
They have two children, Mitchell (3) and Helen (b. 1891, Manchester).
Also with them is Alice Jenners (14) who is a ‘general servant’
On the 1901 census the family are living at Darlington Street, Prestwich.
Jackson now works as a ‘secretary’ for a brewing company.
Mitchell (13), Helen (10) and another child, Eveline (b. 1900, Salford) are with them.
Also at the address is Martha Bell (22) who works as a ‘general domestic servant’
On the 1911 census the family are living at Clarendon Crescent, Eccles.
Jackson is still employed as a ‘secretary’ for a brewing company.
Mitchell (23) is employed as a ‘bank clerk’ at the ‘London City & Midland Bank Manchester’.
Helen (20) is recorded as being a ‘student’ and Eveline (11) is still at school.
Also at the address is Ellen Reaney (16) working as a ‘general domestic servant’
Mitchell enlisted in September as a private in with the Manchester Scottish Regiment which actually was the
15th battalion (1st Edinburgh Royal) Scots.
Formed at Edinburgh in September 1914 by the Lord Provost and City, although some 550 men were recruited in
Manchester and for this reason the battalion is sometimes referred to as the ‘Manchester Scottish’.
The battalion moved to Troon March 1915 and in June 1915 they moved to Ripon and attached to 101 st Brigade,
34th Division.
Mitchell was granted a commission on 16th June 1915 when he transferred to the Lancashire Fusiliers

He became commander for the 11th platoon, ‘C’ company 20th battalion Lancashire Regiment (4th Salford Pals)
Which was a ‘bantam’ battalion.
At some stage he as ‘attached’ to the 2nd / 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
On 1st July 1917 the battalion had been resting at Westbecourt camp and moved to Poperinghe at 06:00hours

War Diary: 2nd / 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 1st – 2nd July 1917.

On 2nd July, it was reported that 2 Lt. A.M. Barker had been wounded by a ‘shell’ at Wells Cross Road on 1st July.
He was reported to have died on 19th July 1917 at the 17th Causality Clearing Station at Remy Sidings (Belgium)

Local newspaper
An Eccles Officer who rose in the ranks
The death is reported from wounds received in action of Lieut. Albion Mitchell Barker, Lancashire Fusiliers, son of Mr. Jackson
Barker of ‘Fairbank’, Clarendon Crescent, Eccles., formerly of Todmorden.
He was wounded on July 2nd and died on July 19th at a dressing station in France.
He was 29 years old and a bachelor, and before the war was employed at the London City and Midland Bank, Manchester.
He joined the Manchester Scottish as a private in September 1914 and after a few months active was granted a commission in the
Lancashire Fusiliers. He joined the ‘bantam’s battalion’ and was for some time attached to that company recruiting at Eccles.
Barker was well known in Eccles and district, being a member of the Parish Church choir and of the Eccles Amateur Dramatic and
Operatic Society for some time.
Mitchell is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, on the ‘London City & Midland
Bank Manchester’ Memorial at Canary Wharf, Memorial at Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot L grave 19298 reads
Lieut. Albion Mitchell Barker
Lanc’s Fusiliers
Who died from wounds received in action
At Ypres 19th July 1917
Aged 29 years
And whose body lies in Lijssenthoek Cemetery
Soldier of Christ arise!

Probate: Albion Mitchell Barker of Fair Oak Clarendon Crescent Eccles.
Died at 17th Clearing Station Belgium, 19th July 1917.
On 28th January1918 his effects, passed to Jackson Barker a secretary
of a Limited Company, sum of £484 17s 6d

Private 26581 John Maurice Browne 1st battalion Grenadier Guards
John (b.1898, Patricroft) was a son of John (b.1864, Kirkham) and Ada (b.1867, Rock Ferry,
Cheshire)
John Browne married Ada Wilkinson at St. Catherine’s Church, Barton on 24 th April 1890.
On the 1891 census John (27) and Ada (24) were living at Milton Street, Barton.
With them is their first child, Cyril (b.1891, Patricroft)
Also living at the address were Elizabeth Wilkinson (57) who was Ada’s mother and Thomas
Wilkinson (16) who was Ada’s brother.
They were still living at Milton Street on the 1901 census.
John’s occupation is listed as ‘vaccination officer & registrar of marriages’
With them are sons Cyril (10), Frank (b.1894, Patricroft) and John (3)
Also at the address is Arthur Wilkinson (26) who is Ada’s brother
On the 1911 census John (47) and Mary (44) and the family are still living at Milton Street.
John’s occupation is now listed as being the ‘vaccination officer’ for the Board of Guardians.
Cyril (20) works as a ‘fitter’s apprentice’ at an engineers.
Frank works as a ‘clerk’ at an engineers.
John M (13) is still at school.
Also at the address is Elizabeth Browne (70) who is John’s mother
John enlisted with the 1st battalion Grenadier Guards in September 1916.
This battalion was formed in August 1914, in Warley district, London.
In September 1914 the battalion came under command of 20 th Brigade, 7th Division.
On 7th October 1914 the unit landed at Zeebrugge.
On 4th August 1915 the battalion transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, Guards Division.
After training John was drafted to France in March 1917.
War Diary: 3rd Guards Brigade 30th – 31st July 1917 (includes 1st battalion Grenadier Guards)

War Diary: 3rd Guards Brigade 31st July 1917 (includes 1st battalion Grenadier Guards)

Causality List: 3rd Guards Brigade 31st July 1917

John was one of the 17 OR (over ranks) killed in action on 31st July 1917
Local newspaper
Eccles registrar’s son
The death is reported as having occurring on 31st July as the result of a shell explosion, of Pte. J. Maurice Browne, youngest son of
Mr. John Browne, registrar for marriage for the Eccles district, of Milton Street Patricroft. He was only 19 years of age and in
September of last year enlisted in the Grenadier Guards, joining the battalion of this famous regiment in France in March (1917).
Browne was an ex scholar of the Green Lane (Patricroft) Council School and at the time of enlisting was employed on the office
staff of the New Eccles Rubber Company. Details of his end have been furnished in a letter to the father from the Chaplin who
states that Maurice was a kind Christian as well as a gallant soldier and a good friend.
He died a gallant death in the attack on 31st July, of which you have probably read.
Deceased’s eldest brother, Frank’ is one of the original local Territorials and of thee handful of those who went through the
Gallipoli campaign and afterwards with serious injury or illness.
John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Duhallow (Belgium) Roll of Honour at Christ Church (Patricroft)
and Peel Green Cemetery.
Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station, was a medical post about 1 mile north of Ypres.
The cemetery was begun in July 1917 and in October and November 1918, it was used by the 11 th, 36th and 44th
Casualty Clearing Stations.
Plot G grave 17477 reads
John Maurice Browne
Died in action
31st July 1917

Private 285218 Herbert Cowmeadow ‘A’ company 13th battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Herbert (b. 1896, Patricroft) was a son of Henry (b. 1854, Tuffley, Gloucester) and
Mary (b. 1857, Seacroft, Yorkshire)
Henry Cowmeadow married Mary Ann Musgrave at St. John the Baptist’s Church New Wortley
(Yorkshire) during the 1st quarter of 1879
On the 1881 census Henry (29) and Mary (24) are living at West Park Street, Salford.
Henry is employed as a ‘railway breaks man’
Also with them is their first child, Ernest (b. 1880, New Wortley)
On the 1891 census the family are living at Worsley Road, Eccles.
Henry is now employed as a ‘railway guard’
They now have six children, Ernest (11), William (b. 1882, Salford), Elizabeth (b. 1883, Salford), Florence (b.
1885, Salford), Henry (b. 1887, Patricroft), and Mary Ann (b. 1890, Patricroft)
By the 1901 census Henry (48) and Mary (43) with the family had moved to Station Road, Patricroft.
Henry is still employed as a ‘railway breaks man’
Ernest (21) works as an ‘engine clearer’ for a railway company, as does William (19)
Elizabeth (17) and Florence (16) are employed as ‘silk winders’
Henry (14) works as an apprentice ‘frame driller’.
Mary Ann (11), and new children Edward (b. 1894, Patricroft) and Herbert (5) are still at school.
Henry died on 31st March 1906 aged 52 years
On the 1911 census widow Mary (54) and her family are living at Lewis Street, Patricroft.
With her are all of her living children.
Ernest (31) who works as a ‘railway engine stoker’, as does William (29).
Florence (26) works as a ‘day domestic’.
Henry (24) works as a ‘general labourer at a warehouse’
Mary Ann (21) does not have a job.
Edward (17) is a ‘shop assistant’; at a grocers.
Herbert (15) is an ‘apprentice plumber’
Herbert enlisted, during 1916, as private 5044 with 7th battalion Cheshire Regiment
(Note: on the medal Roll list his service number with the Cheshire’s is recorded as 292307)
After training he was drafted to France and transferred to the 13th battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers in the 38th
Division, who had been in France since late 1915.
During 1916 the 13th RWF had fought in the ‘battle of Albert’
Here the 38th Division suffered severe casualties and took the rest of the year to rebuild.
During 1917 the battalion took part in the battle of ‘Pilkem’, and the battle of ‘Langemark’.
On 10th September 1917 Herbert was admitted to the 61st Clearing Station at Dozinghem seriously wounded.
He died on the 18th September and was buried in the Cemetery near the ‘hospital’.
The 61st Clearing Station arrived at Dozinghem 5th June1917 and was ready from 12th June 1917 and stayed
there till January 1918

War Diary: 13th battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers 4th – 17th September 1917

There is no mention of an action on 9th September.
Local newspaper
Patricroft Plumber’s Apprentice
Pte. Herbert Cowmeadow, Lewis Street, Patricroft is officially reported to have died from wounds in France on 18 th September and
intelligence was sent by the sister in charge of the 61st Clearing Station saying that he had died.
She stated that Cowmeadow had been wounded on 9th September and was admitted on the 10th with a serious wound in the loin
which penetrated the abdomen, was also wounded through the left hand and was in a very critical condition.
Although he lived nine days afterwards he did not recover consciousness, except on one day.
He was buried in the military cemetery close to the clearing station.
Deceased was an old Patricroft National Schoolboy and a member of the Eccles brotherhood.
He enlisted in the Cheshire Regiment (T.F.) but on his arriving in France was transferred to the Welsh Regiment.
He was a formerly employed as an apprentice plumber by Mr. E. Ogden of Worsley Road, Winton.
He was 21 years old
Herbert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Dozingham, the Memorial at Christ Church Patricroft and Peel
Green Cemetery.
Plot A grave 3317 reads
Herbert Cowmeadow
Youngest son of the above
Who died of wounds in Belgium.
Sept. 18th 1917
Aged 21 years

Memorial at Christ Church Patricroft Photo: SWARM

Private 84056 Amos Davies 244th Machine Gun Corps
Amos (b. 11th December 1885, Eccles) was a son of Thomas (b. 1848, Kearsley) and
Elizabeth (b. Kearsley, 1851)
Thomas Davies married Elizabeth Doodson during the 2nd quarter of 1872 in Bolton.
On the 1881 census Thomas (33) and Elizabeth (30) lived at Manchester Road, Kearsley
with their children.
Thomas works as a ‘coal merchant’
They have three sons, all born in Kearsley, David (b.1874), Arthur (b.1877) and Egerton
(b.1879)
On the 1891 census they had moved to Kendal Road, Barton.
Thomas is still employed as a ‘coal merchant’
David (17) works as a ‘bank clerk’.
Edward (b. 1882, Kearsley), Florence (b.1884, Kearsley), Clara (b.1889, Eccles) and Amos (1886) have all been
born since the last census.
Also at the Address is Charlotte Wragg (16) is a ‘general servant’
Arthur (14) and Egerton (12) are both at school at Victoria Collage in Congleton
On the 1901 census Thomas (53) and Elizabeth (50) with their family are living at Victoria Crescent, Eccles.
Thomas is now a ‘manager for a coal merchant’
David (27) is employed as a ‘bank account’
Arthur (24) works as a ‘silk salesman’
Egerton (22) works as a ‘railway clerk’
Edward (19) works as a ‘mantle salesman’
Florence (17) and Amos (15) don’t work.
Also at the address is Alice Simpkin (19) is a ‘general domestic servant’
Clara (12) is a boarder at 40 North Promenade St. Anne’s on sea.
Thomas died on 13th March 1903 aged 55 years
On the 1911 census widow Elizabeth and her family are still living at Victoria Crescent, Eccles.
Arthur still employed as a ‘silk salesman’
Amos (25) is a ‘mantle traveller’
Clara (22) has not recorded employment.
Also at the address is Elizabeth Preece (24) who works as a ‘general domestic servant’
Amos Davies married Martha Druscilla Lobb at Eccles Wesleyan Church on 2nd March 1912.
Amos enlisted on 12th December 1915 and was posted to the 70th training reserve battalion (MGC)
He was mobilized on 7th December 1916 and after training he was posted to France, landing at La Harve on 16 th
July 1917 where he was drafted into the 244th Machine Gun Corps
On 25th August Amos’s unit were in the front line trenches when a German shell exploded and killed him
He was buried in Fins Military Cemetery (Fins is a village on the road between Cambrai and Peronne)

War Diary: 244th Machine Gun Corps 23rd – 27th August 1917

Local newspaper
Well known lacrosse player
Information reached his relatives last week that Pte. Amos Davis, Machine Gun Corps, of Hawthorn Avenue, Monton Green had been
killed in action on 25th August. He was a prominent figure in local field sports, particularly in lacrosse circles.
On leaving Manchester Grammar School where he was lacrosse captain, he took up the position of goalkeeper for the Monton Club
and continued until the outbreak of war, when all the official fixtures were suspended. He represented Lancashire County and
although without qualifications his services were enlisted for Wales in the last international engagement with England.
He was 31 years of age, he married in 1912, Nessie the daughter of Mr. A.W. Lobb of Eccles and she and a daughter survive him.
Writing to his relatives, Captain Cooper says, every one of us have suffered a heavy loss, and those who were his particular friends
realize that they have lost a good pal. He was everything I could have wished one of my men to be and he was always happy in the
section. Lieut. Whitaker writes, personally his death has been a heavy blow to me.
He was an excellent soldier in every way and I shall miss him very much.
Amos is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Fins (Somme area France), Memorials at Eccles Wesleyan
Church, St. Paul’s Monton, Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot H grave 11501 reads
Amos
The beloved husband of Nessie Davies
And youngest son of above
Who was killed in action
August 25th 1917 Aged 31 years
Interred at British Soldiers Cemetery
Fins, Belgium

Manchester Evening News 31st August 1917

National Roll of Honour

Private 200049 James Moores 1st / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment
James (b.1889, Patricroft) was a son of Alfred (b.1865, Eccles) and Ellen (b.1863, Patricroft)
Alfred Moores married Ellen Black at St. Thomas’s Church, Pendleton on 18 th August 1888.
On the 1891 census Alfred (26) and Ellen (29) were living at Philip Street, Eccles with their family.
Alfred’s occupation is listed as a ‘cotton dryer’ and Ellen works as a ‘cotton weaver’
They have three children, Ethel (b.1888, Patricroft), James (2) and Albert (b.18961, Eccles)
Also at the address is Mary Mooney (67) a ‘general domestic servant’
On the 1901 census the family are living at Barlow Street, Patricroft.
Alfred still works as a ‘cotton dyer’ and His wife, Ellen is still works as a ‘cotton weaver’
Ethel (13) works as a ‘cotton weaver’
James (12), also born in Patricroft are Robert (b. 1891), Frederick (b.1892) and Harry (b.1896)
On the 1911 census the family are still living at Barlow Street.
Alfred (46) is now employed as a ‘general labour’ at a cotton mill.
His wife Ellen (48) still works as a ‘cotton weaver’, as is Ethel (23).
James (22) works as a ‘general labourer’ at an engineering works (Nasmyth’s Bridgewater Foundry)
Frederick (19) is employed as a ‘blacksmith’s striker’ and Harry (15) works as a ‘signal boy’ at Manchester
Corporation sewage works.
James Moores married Margaret Ann Pinches at Patricroft Christ Church during the 3 rd quarter of 1913.
They had a daughter, Constance (b.1916)
James enlisted about 1911 with Manchester Territorials who were based at the Drill Hall in Cromwell Road,
Eccles. He served as Private 805 James Moores.
At the outbreak of the war he was mobilised and at some time was renumbered.
1st / 5th battalion which was mainly formed during August 1914 in Wigan and attracted many miners and builders.
It was part of Manchester Brigade, East Lancashire Division.
On 25th September 1914 the battalion landed at Alexandria in Egypt to guard the Suez Canal.
Then on 6th May 1915 the battalion landed on Gallipoli and on 26th May 1915 they became part of the 127th
Brigade, 42nd (East Lancashire) Division. After a torrid time at Gallipoli they set sail for Mudros on 28 th December
1915 during the evacuation from Gallipoli. From Mudros they went back to Egypt.
On 2nd March 1917 the battalion landed Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front.
James got a shoulder wound during action in July 1915 and was sent to a hospital in Malta
The Drill Hall, Cromwell Road, Eccles

War Diary: 1st / 5th Manchester Regiment 5th – 7th July 1917

James was one of the ‘other ranks’ killed in action early morning 7 th July 1917.
Local newspaper
Patricroft Territorial Killed in France.
Pte. J. Moores one of the original Eccles and Patricroft Company of the 5 th Manchester Territorials is officially reported to have
been killed in action on 7th July in France. His home is in Cawdor Street, Patricroft where his wife and one child have been living
with the former’s parents.
When war broke out Moores had had about four years’ service with the Territorials.
He took part in the Gallipoli campaign and was wounded in the shoulder whilst fighting in July 1915 subsequently recovering in a
Malta hospital.
Before the mobilization he was employed as a turner at Taylor Bros. Steelworks, Trafford Park and was as old scholar of Patricroft
National Schools. He served his apprenticeship at Messer’s. Nasmyth, Wilson & Co., Bridgewater Foundry at Patricroft. The
deceased soldier has two brothers on active service in France.
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Ruyaulcourt (Pas de Calais), Eccles Parish Church Memorial
and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot A5 grave 67 reads
James, son of the above
Killed in France
July 7th 1917
Aged 28 years
James’s younger brother is serving in France with the 8th battalion East Lancashire Regiment.
Private 30560 Harry Moores is 21 years old.

Corporal 295017 Frederick Martin Parsons 1st / 7th battalion Manchester Regiment (4th City Pals)
Fred M. (b.1893, Longsight) was the eldest son of Fred (b.1867, Bushey, Herefordshire) and
Pollie (b.1870, Baslow, Derbyshire)
Fred Parsons married Pollie Hancock at Ashover (Derbyshire) on 21st March 1892.
On the 1901 census Fred (34) and Pollie (31) and their two sons are living at Lilian Street,
Chorlton.
Fred is recorded as being a ‘railway guard’
Their sons are Fred (8) and Walter (b. 1900, Longsight)
On the 1911 census the family had moved to Anson Street, Monton.
Fred is still employed as a ‘railway guard’
Fred M. (18) works as a ‘warehouse man’ for a drapery company, (S&J Watts, Portland Street, Manchester.).
Walter (11) and William Eric (b.1906, Salford) are at school.
Also at the address is William Lunn (35) a boarder from Astley who works as a ‘colliery labourer’
Fred enlisted in September 1914 with the 19th Manchester Regiment in the 7th platoon of ‘B’ company and served
as Private 11904.
After training the 4th City Pals arrived in the port of Le Havre at Midnight on the 8 th November.
The men disembarked at 07:00 hours the next morning and went to number 5 rest camp.
In the late evening the battalion entrained, for Pont Remy and marched to Beaumetz, where it was billeted until
remained training until the 17th November, when it moved to Flesselles.
Only one day was spent there and on the next day they moved to Coisy, where it remained training until
November 28th
The next move was to Canaples and stayed till December 8th.
Next day the battalion moved to Berles-au-Bois, where it was attached to the 110th Brigade.
Here, the Officers and N.C.O’s went into the trenches for the first time for instruction under Officers of the 6th
Leicester’s.
July 1st 1916 the 4th City Pals objective was the Glatz redoubt-a heavily fortified German position some 700 yards
in front of the village. A terrific artillery bombardment had been laid down on the German defences for the
previous six days and the men, lying ready in their assembly trenches 1500 yards from the Glatz, were confident
of a swift and unopposed assault of the position.
The attack had been timed to begin at 07:30 hours and in the minutes before, the artillery bombardment
intensified and the ground beneath the men shook as salvoes of shells slammed into the German positions.
As the hour approached, the men strained their ears listening for the blasts on the Officers whistles that would set
them on their way to their objective.
At 07:30 hours the whistles sounded and the men rose up out of the assembly trenches and set off across the
badly churned up no-man’s land towards the Glatz redoubt.
The 19th Battalion were led by ‘A’ Company on the right of the objective and ‘C’ Company on the Left.
In support were ‘B’ Company and ‘D’ Company were in reserve.
‘B’ Company with 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th platoons under Lieutenants Linnell and Pritchard (fourth wave) and the fifth
wave under Lieutenant Outram and Captain Miller moved forward without a halt until reaching the mouth of the
gorge in front of the Glatz, suffering about 15 casualties.
The men, under second Lieutenant Linnell, immediately began consolidation of the position and by midday the
work was well advanced.
Fred was probably wounded during this attack and was sent back to England to be treated.
He returned to France in February 1917 and was attached to 125 th Trench Mortar battery Royal Field Artillery
He was listed with the 1st / 7th battalion Manchester Regiment, this is went he may have been re-numbered, as
295017. Don’t know when he was promoted to Corporal.
The 1st / 7th, who had been in the Sudan, were sent to France arriving in Marseille on the 10th March 1917.
Fred was in the St. Jan Ter Biezen region of the Ypres sector

War Diary: 125th Trench Mortar battery 30th August – 19th September 1917

There is no recording of causalities on 18th September but 2 men killed on the 13th
Fred was killed on 18th September. He was in a trench when he was killed.
Local newspaper
Popular Monton Corporal
Corpl. F.M. Parsons of the Manchester’s who was killed in action on Sept. 18 th, was single, 25 years of age and lived with his parents
in Anson Street, Monton, Previous to enlisted in September 1914 he was an old Monton day and Sunday scholar, and for eight years
before joining the Colours was employed by Messrs. S&J Watts, Portland Street, Manchester.
He was wounded in July (1916) and on returning to France in February was attached to a trench mortar battery.
The Lieutenant of his unit, writing to his mother on September 19 th states that he was on duty in spacious dugout at Brigade
headquarters when he was hit.
The officer, in recording his great sorrow adds that Parson was one of the best fellows, beloved and esteemed of officers and men
and trusted to carry out any duty required to be done. The men have lost a friend and a leader, and the officers one of the best
fellows in the battery.
Fred is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Ypres, Roll of Honour for Watts Ltd, Memorial at St. Mary
Magdalene Church (Winton) and Monton Unitarian Church and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot K grave 12505 reads
Cpl. F.M. Parsons (19th M/cr. Regt)
Son of above
Who was killed in action
Spt. 17th 1917
Aged
25 years

Memorial at Monton Unitarian Church (Photo: SWARM)

Memorial at St. Mary Magdalene Church (Winton)

Lance Corporal 14287 John William Prunnell 7th battalion Shropshire Light Infantry
John W (b. 1891, Eccles) was a son of William (b. 1855, Clungunford, Shropshire) and Mary
(b. 1865, Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire)
William Prunnell married Mary Ann George at Eccles Parish Church on 30 th December 1885.
On the 1891 census William (38) and Mary (26) with their family were living at Irwell Street,
Eccles.
William was employed as a ‘milkman’
Their children, all born in Eccles are Mabel (b.1887), Eva (1889) and John W (0).
Also at the address is William Shimmin (21) a ‘joiner’ from Isle of Man.
On the 1901 census the family are at Tomlinson Street, Eccles.
William is now employed as a ‘groom cab driver’
Mabel (14), Eva (12), John W (10) are all at school
Harry (b. 1895, Eccles) and Gladys Jane (b.1897, Eccles) are additions since the last census.
Also at the address are two ‘lodgers’, John Singleton (40) a gardener from Tarporley and David Platt (23) who
works a ‘labourer at an oil tanks’ company is from Birkenhead.
On 1911 census the family are still at the same address.
William (56) is now employed as a ‘domestic gardener’
Mabel (24) works as a ‘shop assistant’ at a penny bazaar
Eva (22) works as a ‘cotton cloth bleacher’.
Harry works as a ‘quilt weaver’s apprentice’
Gladys (14) works as a ‘shop assistant’ at a penny bazaar.
The couple now have another son, Leslie (b.1908, Eccles)
John W (20) is to be found at the home of Edward and Dora Jones, his uncle and aunt in Shropshire
They live at Cwnd Cottage, Wentnor, Bishop Castle.
Edward (46) is employed as a ‘gamekeeper’
They have two children, Sidney (b.1899, Wentnor) and Elsie (b. 1903, Wentnor)
John W is working as a ‘gamekeeper’s assistant’
John enlisted in late 1914 with 7th battalion Shropshire Light Infantry which was formed at Shrewsbury under
command of 76th Brigade, 25th Division.
They moved to Codford and went to billets in Bournemouth in May 1915, moved to Romsey in May then next
month to Aldershot.
On 28th September 1915 the battalion landed at Boulogne.
On 15th October 1915 the 76th Brigade moved to 3rd Division.
More movement on 19 October 1915 when the battalion was transferred to 8 th Brigade in same Division.
John was involved in all the battalions’ actions, except for three days 22nd – 25th May 1916 when he was having
dental treatment.

War Diary: 7th battalion Shropshire Light Infantry 26th – 30th September 1917.

No details except to note 11 Officers and 250 Other Ranks, killed, wounded and missing during hostiles this
month. John was one of those killed in action on 26th September 1917.
Local newspaper
By the death in action of Lance Corporal John William Prunnell, his parents living at Knowsley Avenue, Eccles, have lost both their
sons to the war.
The first and youngest Pte. Harry Prunnell of the Border Regiment, was killed on October 28th 1914 and one moth short of three
years later his elder brother aged 28 and single has met a similar fate.
He was an old member of the St. Andrew’s school and when war broke out was learning farming in Shropshire. He enlisted at
Bishop Castle in the Shropshire Light Infantry and had been on the Western Front over two years when killed by a shell along with
three other colleges.
A comrade, who has forwarded particulars of his death to his parents describes him as not only his best chum but a great
favourite with the company.
A further letter from another soldier of another regiment has written describing how he found Prunnell in no-man’s land when a
subsequent advance was made.
Prunnell was last at home on leave in May last.
John’s younger brother was Pte.10666 Harry Prunnell 2nd battalion Border Regiment who was killed in action
in France 26th October 1914.
John is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Tyne Coty, Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot A grave 2950d reads
Also their sons
Pte. Harry Prunnell
Killed in France
Oct. 26th 1914
Age 20 years
L/Cpl. John W. Prunnell
Killed in France Sept. 26th 1917
Aged 26 years

Memorial at Eccles Parish Church (Photo:SWARM)

Private 27749 Sydney Cooper Sandys 10th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Sydney (b. 1897, Patricroft) was a son of Harry (b.1863, Bebbington) and Louise (b. 1866, Hulme).
Harry Henry Sandys married Louisa Cooper as St. Clements Church, Salford on 20 th February 1889.
On the 1891 census Harry (28) and Louisa (25) lived at Duke Street, Hayfield.
Harry’s occupation is listed as being a ‘plumber’
They have a child, George (b. 1891, Derbyshire)…sadly he died in Salford two years later.
On the 1901census the family are living at John William Street in Eccles.
Harry is still a ‘plumber, they have three children, Harry Eldon (b. 1895, Salford), Sydney (4), Constance Marion
(b. 1900, Patricroft)
On the 1911 census they have moved from number 42 to number 37 John William Street.
Harry (48) is a ‘self-employed plumber’
Louisa (45) has had at least two other children since last census, Cynthia Muriel (b. 1904, Eccles) and Charles
Leslie (b.1906, Eccles)
Harry E (16) works as an ‘office boy’ at a newspaper printers.
Sydney (14) works for his dad ad an ‘apprentice plumber’ whereas Constance (11) and Cynthia (7) are at school.
Sydney enlisted on 14th February 1916 at Eccles Town Hall.
He tried to sign for the ‘Foot Guards’ but was put on ‘reserve’ subject to some dental work being done.
At that time he was living at Corporation Street, Eccles and he worked for the ‘Ship Canal Company’
He was called up on 28th December 1916 at Private TR/3 29092 in the 70th Training battalion.
He was ‘fined’ 3 days confined to barracks and 1 days’ pay for being 6 hours late on a ‘pass’ on 21st March 1917.
He was transferred on 23rd March 1916 to Border Regiment and he was allotted service number 33926 in the 2 nd
battalion. He left Folkestone and landed at Boulogne on the same day, 24 th March 1916 and they were posted to
Etaples the next day.
After serving with the ‘Borderers’ for over a year he was transferred again, this time to 10 th battalion Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment as Private 27749
Sydney was in trenches in ‘Kemmel’ sector near Dranoutre early August 1917
War Diary: 10th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 1st – 5th August 1917

There is no report of any casualties on 5th August, when Sydney was’ killed in action’
Sydney is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Messines Ridge, Memorials at St. Andrew’s Church, Eccles
Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot A grave 74 reads
Pte. Sydney C. Sandys
(L. N. Lancs. Regt) son of the above
Who was killed in action in France
Aug. 5th 1917
Aged 20 years
Part of Eccles Parish WW1 Memorial (Photo: SWARM)

Memorial at St. Andrew’s Church Eccles (Photo: SWARM)

Captain William Oscar Wilkinson 7th territorial battalion Cheshire Regiment
William (b. 15th May 1893, Eccles) was a son of Richard (b. 1860, Churchtown, near
Garstang) and Elizabeth (b.1860, Carlton, Poulton-Le-Fylde)
Richard Wilkinson married Elizabeth Mary Sandham during the 2ns quarter of 1881 in
Fylde.
On the 1891 census Richard (31) and Elizabeth (32) were living at Shaftesbury Avenue, Eccles.
Richard works as a ‘baker’s vanman’
The couple have three children, all born in Eccles.
Edith (b.1885), Richard (b.1889) and Thomas (b. 1890)
Also at the address is a boarder, William Williams (16) a scholar from Caernarvonshire.
On the 1901 census the family are at the same address.
Richard is now employed as a ‘clerk’ in a shipping warehouse.
Edith (16) works as a ‘type & shorthand writer’
Richard (12), Thomas (11) and William (7) are all at school.
John (b. 1900) was born in Eccles and is the couple’s youngest child.
On the 1911 census the family had move to ‘Oak Lea’ Manchester Road, Wilmslow.
On census day Elizabeth (52) is at home with her four sons
Richard Henry Edgar (22) is employed as a ‘chartered accountant’
Thomas Percy (21) works as a ‘bank clerk’
William Oscar (17) is employed as a ‘chemist’s apprentice’ at the retail shop of Charles Charnley's of Grove
Street, Wilmslow.
John Leslie (11) is at school.
Richard is to be found visiting the home of William Carey’s family at Grange Road, Pendleton.
Richard (50) is recorded as being a ‘land steward’ born at Churchtown, Garstang.
William first enlisted as Private 4247 in the public schools (21st ) battalion Royal Fusiliers in early 1915.
He landed in France on 14th November 1915 with the pal’s battalion of 21st Royal Fusiliers.
On 21st March 1916 he was transferred to 7th battalion Cheshire Regiment, as a 2nd Lieutenant.
The battalion was a territorial one, whose headquarters were in Macclesfield. ‘G’ company was raised in the
Sandbach, Middlewich and Wilmslow areas.
William lived at Wilmslow.
William was granted a commission on 4th August 1916 and promoted to ‘Captain’
With his background as a chemist he was given the position of ‘anti gas officer’
London Gazette 14th August 1916

1st /6th & 1st /7th battalions Territorial Force Cheshire Regiment, at the outbreak of war were stationed at Stockport
and Macclesfield respectively, both as part of the Cheshire Brigade of the Welsh Division and then moved to
Shrewsbury and then Northampton.
In November 1914 they were both mobilised for war leaving the Welsh Division and landing in France and joined
G.H.Q. Troops. On 17th December 1914 they were transferred to the 15th Brigade of the 5th Division and on 1st
March 1915 they were transferred to G.H.Q. troops. They moved again on 9 th Janauary1916 when battalions
were transferred to the 20th Brigade of the 7th Division.
On the last day of February 1916 they were transferred to the 118 th Brigade of the 39th Division which engaged in
various actions on the Western Front including
1916: Richebourg l'Avoue, Ancre, Thiepval Ridge, Ancre heights, the battle of the Ancre.
1917: Pilkem Ridge.
William was killed in action in the Ypres sector whilst attempting to retrieve a wounded colleague.

He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Menin Gate in Ypres, St Bartholomew’s (Wilmslow), and Peel
Green Cemetery
Plot H grave 11723 reads
William Oscar
Dearly loved third son of above
Born 15th May 1895
Killed in action near Ypres
5th August 1917
Precious in the sight of the Lord
Is the death of his saints

Manchester Evening News 13th August 1917

Manchester Evening News 14th August 1917

Memorial at St. Bartholomew’s Church Wilmslow.

Photo of William by kind permission of John Moran at www.morganfourman.com

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact on of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Sue Tydd

susantydd@hotmail.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

We also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby

Swarm

Duncan McCormick

Local History Library

Tony Flynn

Salford on Line

Alex Bolas
CWGC

Back issues available at
http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

