Four ceMeterIes and a War
January - March 1915

Issue 3

Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust

The Christmas Truce.
After being denied by the War Office there is now strong evidence that a ‘truce’ was observed along large areas of
the front line.
Newspapers throughout the country have printed letters written by soldiers on the front.
Novel incident at the trenches
Writing home to friends a member of the City of London Territorial states:
“We had a truce with the enemy from Christmas Eve till Boxing Day morning.
The truce came about this way. The Germans started singing and lighting candles about 7:30 on Christmas Eve and
one of them challenged anyone of us to go across for a bottle of wine. One of our fellows accepted the challenged
and took a big cake to exchange. That started the ball rolling. We went half way to shake hands and exchange
greetings. There were ten dead Germans in a ditch in front of the trenches and we helped bury them.
They had been killed one night when trying to get at our outpost trench. The Germans seem very nice chaps and
said they were awfully sick of the war. We were collecting souvenirs nearly all Christmas Day” (Western Daily Press 1-1-1915)
How the British and Germans Fraternised.
Acting Corporal F. Edwards, a member of the Birkenhead police, who is now in France serving with the 3rd Rifle
Brigade, in a letter to a friend, dated Christmas Day, he writes:
“Our trenches are about 350 yards from those of the enemy and last night we were exchanging greetings with each
other by shouting over. The outcome was that we both agreed not to fire today.” (Liverpool Echo 2-1-1915)
Pte J. Madden of the Cheshire Regiment wrote to a friend saying:
“Yesterday (Christmas Day) we came to an agreement with the Germans not to fire at one another. We meet them
half way between the wire entanglements, shook hands and they gave us Cigars and cigarettes. We had a photo
taken. People in England may not believe this but it is absolutely true.” (Liverpool Echo 2-1-1915)

(Nottingham Evening Post 2-1-1915)

Gunner Herbert Smart, an Aston Villa football player, now in France with the 5th battery Royal Field Artillery, writes
home concerning the interchange of courtesies between British and Germans on Christmas day.
The Germans had a Christmas tree in their trench and Chinese lanterns along the top of a parapet.
Come over said one of the Germans.
We did not know how to take it at first but one of our ‘nuts’ went over and as no harm befell him others followed.
Our commanding officer would not let more than three go over at a time.
I went out there myself on Christmas day and exchanged cigarettes for cigars with a German who had been a waiter
in London and spoke some English. He said they did not want to fight.
Fancy a German shaking your flapper as though he was trying to smash your fingers and then a few days later trying
to plug you. (Birmingham Evening Despatch (4-1-1915)

Dardanelles Fortifications
Athens Friday: The Turks are continuing in construction fortifications in the vicinity of the Dardanelles and several of
the islands in that region have been transformed into fortified camps. Forty German engineer officers are directing
the work. The Ottoman forces at Constantinople are estimated to number 30,000 men. (Manchester Evening News 8-1-1915)

Local men
Pte Frederick Charles Paul age 21 was killed in action on 24th January.

He lived at Gledhill Street, Salford and was a special reservist with the 4th battalion
Kings Own Lancaster Regiment.
He reported to his regiment on 9th August and was in France within two months.
He was employed in the Manchester offices of the London and North Western
Railways

Frederick Charles Paul

Pte J. Hudson, of Russell Street Eccles, a member of the Ellesmere Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade and
is attached to the RAMC is on duty at the Indian Hospital at Brighton.
He writes “that they are having a good time, but of course we are seeing some terrible sights.
We presently have about 500 wounded and the number is rising every day.
The Indians are very patient and bear their wounds very well.
There are two Ghurkas, who are brothers, one 17 and the other only two years older.
One has his left arm off and four bullets in his right leg. The other has his right leg off and a badly fractured left arm.
They are cheerful and smoke all day looking forward to getting about again.
Gagna Singh VC is also here. This brave fellow and three of his mates were surprised by a party of 10 Germans.
He was left with eight of them and he killed them all” The chief complaint of the Indians is that of cold weather. Large
numbers of them are suffering from frost bite. (EPJ 12-2-1915)
Pte Peter Brundrett, of Maurice Street Pendleton, has the misfortune to lose his sight.
He was shot in action with the Kings Own Scots Borderers while in the trenches in Belgium.
Peter was carefully examined by Doctors in the hope it might yet be possible to save the sight of one his eyes.
(EPJ 12-2-1915)
Pte. Robert Jones of Maurice Street Pendlebury has been on active service with the 2nd Manchester Regiment in
France for the past three months. Writing home to his wife he told her to cheer up and not upset herself for the war
will be over sometime. He also sent home the gilt tobacco box and pipe which formed part of Princess Mary’s gifts to
the men on the front. Robert has two brothers in the army. Srg Major W. Jones is at present training recruits at
Cleethorpes and a younger Albert who is the cycle corps of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers and stationed in
Surrey. (EPJ 5-2-1915)

Funerals for Soldiers
The Secretary of the War Office issued the following announcement:Cases have occurred in which the relatives of soldiers dying in the United Kingdom have expressed the desire that
the soldiers should be buried near his home.
As the cost of this would, in many cases be prohibitive to the relatives it has been arranged that, in the case of a
soldiers whose death is attributable to active service and whose relatives especially desire the funeral to take place
at his home, the cost of conveyance of the body may be met from public funds.
It will be understood that any further expense involved, apart from the railway charges and the cash allowance for
burial expenses will be defrayed by the relatives.” (Yorkshire Telegraph & Star 1-1-1915)
Recruiting at low ebb
Throughout the country the recruiting officers are reporting low numbers coming forward to enlist.
At Salford Town Hall yesterday only eight signed up. Across Salford as a whole seventy two enlisted.
Oddly many Salford men are enlisting in the Manchester Regiment
Since the two Salford ‘pals’ battalions left the area there has been no drilling in public view.
A big series of meeting will be held throughout the area with a view to getting more men coming forward.
(Manchester Courier 23-1-1915)

There has been a good response for joining the 19th Lancashire Fusiliers (Salford).
Over 130 men enlisted last week, the highest figure for some weeks.
The following towns are to be visited during the next week. (Populations in brackets)
Middleton Junction
(5834)
Middleton
(27963)
Prestwich
(17195)
Swinton
(30759)
Atherton
(18982)
Leigh
(44109)
Tyldesley
(15852)
Eccles
(41946)
Irlam
(6309)
Streford
(42496)
Urmston
(7915)
Levenshulme
(19500)
Heaton Norris
(11240)
Denton
(14252)
Droylesden
(13259)
Failsworth
(16000)
(Manchester Courier 9-2-1915)

By mid February it is reported that 60 men a day are enlisting in Salford (Manchester Courier 15-2-1915)
By mid March Salford had provided 4 battalions for the Lancashire Fusiliers.
Old soldier tried to enlist
At Salford today, John Edward Hollins, a soldier pleaded guilty to making a false statement when he attested as a
member of the 2nd Salford Battalion at Pendleton Town Hall on 2nd November last year where he was paid £10 for
enlisting.
Hollins then failed to disclose the fact that on the previous day he had been rejected as medically unfit for service.
In reply to the Stipendiary it was stated that after he had been dealt with that that court he be discharge from the
army
Hollins said he was sorry and that he had served throughout the Boar War.
He tried to enlist and made the false statement knowing that the country needed men.
He had behaved himself well since enlisting.
Mr. Peter Atkin the Stipendiary said he had sympathy with the man but to make a false statement was a very serious
matter.
Hollins, who has two sons serving in the army, was sentenced to fourteen days in the second division. (MEN 11.2.1915)

Swinton: Comforts for soldiers and sailors
At the Public Hall, Swinton on Saturday evening, a concert was given by “The Masques” in the aid of the Local Fund
for Soldiers and Sailors Comforts. The vocalists were Misses Kathleen A. Smith, Minnie Roberts, Annie S. Anderson
and Alice Clough, and Messrs. Frank Ollerenshaw and Edwin S. Meek. Mr. Fred Smith gave several musical
monologues, and Mr. Billie Wallwork was a pleasing humorist.
Councillor J. Mills mentioned that Mr. Barlow, M.P. had received sanction for the raising of another battalion of the
Lancashire Territorial’s. (Manchester Courier 1-2-1915)
Zeppelin air raid
The long-talked of Zeppelin air raid upon England is an accomplished fact. German airships, probably starting from
Cuxhaven, came up over the North Sea to strike coward blows at undefended towns in East Anglia, on their way to
bombard England’s King and Queen, at Sandringham, their Norfolk country home. The raiders dropped bombs at
Yarmouth, Sheringham, King’s Lynn, Beeston, Dersingham, Grimston and Snettisham, with the result that several
persons were killed and several injured, women and children among the number. (The New York Herald, European Edition 21-1-1915)
Turkish attack Suez Canal
The story is told in the following telegram from Cairo:
Cairo. Wednesday.
“Yesterday British forces met the enemy near Ismailia. A sandstorm stopped the enemy’s ardour. Their shooting was
bad and they retreated. The British losses were six men wounded.
Last night the enemy attempted to cross the Suez Canal near Toussoun. They were allowed to bring their bridging
material unmolested to the bank of the Canal but once they started bridging our troops delivered a completely
successful attack. The enemy fled in disorder leaving the whole of their material in our hands.
Several of the enemy were drowned. An attack by the enemy also on the El Kantara front was easily repulsed, with
loss to them of 16 killed and wounded. 40 were taken prisoner. Our losses were three wounded”. Reuter
Our troops in Egypt comprise of East Lancashire Territorial’s, thousands of Australian and New Zealand volunteers
and some Indian troops (Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser 4-2-1915)

(Birmingham Daily Post 8-1-1915)

Men of the 2nd Salford Battalion (Lancashire Fusiliers) waiting to
catch train to new training camp (Manchester Courier 12-2-1915)

Chronology of the War
January 14th: Battle of Soissons ended after the Germans launched a successful counter-attack against the
French.
January 15th: The War Council authorised a naval attack on the Dardanelles.
January 19th: The first Zeppelin raid on Great Britain took place at Great Yarmouth.
January 24th: Battle of Dogger Bank between Royal Navy and the German Navy.
(See article on Thomas Bradshaw in Weaste Cemetery section)
January 31st: The first recognised use of poison gas took place at Bolimov on the Vistula Front.
February 3rd:

Unsuccessful attacks on the Suez Canal by the Turks.

February 4th:

Germany declared the waters around Great Britain to be a ‘war zone’.

February 19th: British troops bombarded Turkish forts in the Dardanelles. Small number of Marines landed.
February 24th: A decision was taken that if the Navy could not defeat the defenders at the Dardanelles, then the
task would be finished by the Army.
March 10th:

The British Army launched an offensive at Neuve Chapelle.

March 13th:

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force sailed from Egypt. Battle of Neuve Chapelle ended.

March 18th:

An Anglo-French force that involved 16 battleships attacked the Dardanelles but suffered heavy
losses.

March 22nd:

Army and Navy commanders agreed on a joint offensive in Turkey
Two Zeppelins attacked Paris.

Photo from ‘The Daily Record’ a Glasgow paper (29-3-1915)

Dardanelles
The Secretary of the Admiralty made the following announcement ‘Unfavourable weather conditions with low visibility
and strong south west gale interrupted the operations at the Dardanelles. The outer forts were seriously damaged by
the bombardment of February 19th’ (Birmingham Gazette 24.2.1915)
Yesterday at 8am a British fleet of battle cruisers aided by a strong French squadron began an attack upon the forts
at the entrance to the Dardanelles. The forts at Cape Helles and Kum Kale were bombarded with long range fire.
Considerable fire was aimed at these two forts while two other forts were also shelled. Being outranged none of the
forts could return fire. At 2:45 pm several battleships went closer and engaged the enemy. The forts on both sides of
the entrance opened fire and were fired upon by ‘Vengeance’, ‘Cornwallis’, ‘Triumph’, ‘Saffron’, ‘Gaulois’, ‘Bouvet’,
supported by ‘Inflexible’ and ‘Agamemnon’ firing from long range. None of our ships were hit. (Cornishman 25.2.1915)
Mine sweepers at work
Paris, Friday
An official communiqué from the Ministry of Marine with reference to the renewed bombardment of the Dardanelles
fortifications states that, four forts, one of which was armed entirely by the Germans have been completely
destroyed. The work of mine sweeping in the Straights has been undertaken under the protection of the battleships
and cruisers of the Combined Fleet. (Manchester Courier 27.2.1915)
Battleships loss
Mine sweeping is proceeding in Dardanelles. The loss of three battleships by mines, with three others being badly
damaged, brings home to the world the important work being done by British trawlers in the Straights.
Their task is carried out with punctilious care.
Happily the area of the Straights is as limited as the resources of the Turkish arsenals and definite action by the
Allied fleet should not be long delayed. (Dundee Courier 27.3.1915)
After the failure of Allied Navies to force an opening in the Turkish defences at the Dardanelle straights they now
proposed plan to land troops at the Gallipoli peninsula.
This plan which envisages troops going overland and attack Constantinople has been delayed till early April.

In March 1915, at the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, the British fired more shells in a single 35-minute bombardment than
they had during the whole Boer War. Britain had enough guns but it was fast running out of anything to fire, and
those shells that were available often failed to explode or burst prematurely in the gun barrel.
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Stoker 1st
class

Royal Navy (HMS Tiger)

Plymouth

F

30

PO 2073

Private

Royal Marine Light Infantry

Weaste

L

88

11-Feb-1915

1125

Private

Lancashire Fusiliers (8th)

Cairo

G

1588

22

15-Feb-1915

10654

L/Corporal

King's Own Lancaster Regt (2nd)

Ypres

H

1725

Albert

20

16-Feb-1915

A/3021

Rifleman

King's Royal Rifle Corps (3rd)

Dickebusch

G

1585

Cavanagh

John

40

26-Feb-1915

2503

Private

Manchester Regt (2nd)

Ration Farm

K

720

Jones

William

38

27-Feb-1915

1193

Private

Manchester Regt (8th)

Weaste

J

629

Ward

John

29

1-Mar-1915

10523

Private

Lancashire Fusiliers (15th)

Weaste

31

686

Doran

W.J.

32

2-Mar-1915

209054

Able
Seaman

Royal Navy

Weaste

B17

11657

Kelly

Joseph

29

12-Mar-1915

Z 963

Rifleman

Rifle Brigade (2nd)

Le Touret

K

752

Bradshaw

Thomas

21

24-Jan-1915

K 9494

Burrows

Thomas

52

25-Jan-1915

Atkin

John W

24

Dunn

Harold

Porter

The photo of Thomas kindly provide by Lesley Baxendale.
Thomas is her grandmother's nephew
Thomas Bradshaw was a Stoker on board the 35,700 ton, battle cruiser HMS Tiger, when
it was hit by German shells on Sunday 24th January 1915 during the Battle of Dogger Bank
in the North Sea.
He was buried at sea, aged 21.
Thomas was born in Salford on 3rd April 1893 and baptised at St Bartholomew’s Church on
12th April 1893.
His mother was Elizabeth Ann Bradshaw, (born 1842 at Ardwick, Manchester), who was a
cotton winder, living at 48, Hartington Street.
The Battle of Dogger Bank was a three hour naval battle in the North Sea near the Dogger Bank, about 70 to 80
miles east of the coast of Northumberland.
There were 47 British ships including 5 battle cruisers, 35 destroyers and 7 light destroyers.
The Germans had 3 battle cruisers, 1 armoured cruiser, 4 light cruisers and 18 destroyers.
The British had intercepted German radio signals and knew that a German raiding squadron was heading across the
North Sea to raid Scarborough, Hartlepool and Whitby.
They despatched a naval force from Forsyth and Harwich and surprised the slower German squadron, which fled for
home. When the British caught up with the Germans, they opened fire with long range guns (this was the very first
naval engagement of over 20,000 yards).
They disabled the rear ship SMS Blucher, and then went after the flagship SMS Seydlitz.
However, due to a mix-up in communications, the German ship SMS Moltke was not targeted and was able to fire at
will at HMS Lion and HMS Tiger.
HMS Tiger’s guns were not hitting their targets as they mistook their shell splashes for that of HMS Lion.
However HMS Lion scored direct hits on Seydlitz and it had to withdraw from the battle. HMS Lion was hit 14 times
and also had to withdraw. Due to another mix-up in communications, the British ships disengaged from the chase
and focussed on the disabled SMS Blucher and after 70 hits and 7 torpedoes it sank.

During the battle HMS Tiger received 6 major hits including an 11 inch on Q turret killing 10 crew members including
Thomas Bradshaw. The battle was considered a victory for the British, but it could have been more successful if the
squadron had chased the Germans and engaged them.
Thomas Bradshaw is commemorated at Plymouth Naval Cemetery and on grave F30 in Weaste Cemetery.
His headstone at Weaste states:
“Bravely he died at England’s call
He took his task and did his best
His duty’s done though he did fall
Now he’s at peace, now his at rest.”

Thomas Burrows spent most his adult life in the Navy and died at Portsmouth in 1915 at the age of 52.
He was born in Manchester on 14th January 1864.
The 1881 census shows that he was aged 16, an apprentice and living at 6, Whitehead, Manchester with his
widowed mother Eliza (nee Thornton), described as housekeeper, aged 70 and born in Chesterfield in 1831.
Other family members were Edward aged 18 (born 1863 in Leeds) who was a stoker; William aged 14 (born in 1867
in Manchester); Esther aged 11, (born 1870 in Manchester); Benjamin aged 9, (born 1872 in Manchester); and John
aged 5, (born 1876 in Manchester).
By 1891, Thomas’s mother was living at Rochdale Road, Manchester and described as a China Dealer.
Only the two younger children were with her: Benjamin, aged 19 who was a bus guard and John aged 15 who was a
General Labourer.
Thomas had joined the Royal Navy, enlisting in Liverpool on 14th August 1883.
He completed his 12 years and was discharged on 4th September 1895.
He became an iron shaper and in 1902 married Mary Ann Ellison (born 1873 Manchester) in Salford.
In 1904 Thomas enrolled in the Royal Fleet Reserve.
The 1911 census has Thomas and Mary Ann living at 9, Tomlinson Buildings, Salford, with their 7 year old daughter
Catherine (born 1904 in Salford).
When War broke out, Thomas (now aged 50) saw service with the Portsmouth Battalion of the RFR and took part in
the defence of Dunkirk, Ostend and Antwerp.
Then he was transferred to the Royal Marines Light Infantry from 13th September to 9th December 1914.
On 12th January 1915 he was transferred to *HMS Motagua at Avonmouth, but became ill during that day and had to
disembark. He was taken to hospital at Portsmouth Division HQ, where he died on 25th January 1915, aged 52
HMS Motagua” was a 6,000 gross ton, armed, merchant cruiser.
She was built by Swan Hunter and W. Richardson at Wallsend and completed in December 1912.
She was owned by Elders and Fyffes Steamship Company (Banana importers).
After conversion, she served with the navy’s Northern Patrol (10th Cruiser Squadron) from 21st November 1914 to
18th December 1919.
Albert Porter was a Rifleman and was sent to the Western Front, where he was killed in action near Ypres on 16th
February 1915.
He was born in Sandford Street, Salford in 1895 and was baptised at St. Matthias’ Church on 20th March 1895.
His father was George Porter, (born 1858 in Salford and died 1914, aged 56), who was a Cooper by trade and had
his own business at 124, Broughton Road.
His mother was Beatrice nee Bebbington (born 1864 in Salford and died in 1956 aged 92).
George and Beatrice were married on 23rd December 1883 at St Matthias’ Church, Salford and had 12 children:
Ada (born 1885 in Salford), sewing machinist; Charlotte (born 1888 in Salford), a weaver; George (born 1891 in
Salford), cooper; Beatrice (born 1893 in Salford), calico weaver; Albert (born 1895 in Salford), cooper; Harold (born
1897 in Salford); Florence (born 1899 in Salford); Wilfred (born 1900 in Salford and died 1902 aged 10 months);
twins Lavinia and Alice (born 1903 in Salford and died 1903 aged 6 weeks): Alfred (born 1904 in Prestwich); and
Thomas (born 1910 in Prestwich). Albert’s mother Beatrice became blind when she was in her early 30s, but could till

manage her children and household. Her husband George made barrels and delivered them by horse and dray all
over Manchester. Once whilst at Simister he decided that the family should move there and get the benefit of fresh
air. They moved there in the early 1900s when Albert was about 7 years old, and George had a daily journey to his
cooperage business in Blackfriars, Salford.
Albert’s Regiment was formed during 1755-56 in North America from colonists and volunteers for the purpose of
adopting an “Indian system” of forest warfare, with lighter equipment, more mobile and open formations.
However, it was only named the Kings Own Rifle Corps in 1830 when King George IV ascended the throne. During
WW1 it raised 22 Battalions. Rifleman Albert Porter was in the 3rd Battalion.
When war was declared in August 1914, the 3rd Battalion was stationed at Meerut, India.
On 16th October 1914, it embarked for England from Bombay, arrived in Plymouth on 18th November and
transferred to Winchester. Here it became part of the 80th Brigade of the 27th Division. On 21st December it
mobilised for war and landed at Le Havre and proceeded towards Ypres on the Western Front.
It was on 16th February 1915 that Rifleman Albert Porter was killed in action and was buried at Dickebusch Military
Cemetery in Belgium, a few miles south west of Ypres. He was 20 years old.

John William Atkin was part of the Allied force sent to guard the Suez Canal and was killed in Egypt on 11th
February 1915.
He was born in Salford on 13th April 1891, the son of Frederick and Mary Jane (nee Moores) Atkin.
His baptism record at St Bartholomew’s Church, Salford on 29th April 1891 reveals that Frederick was a labourer and
the family was living at 3, Ruby Street.
On the census of 1891 his father Frederick, born 1865 in India, and described as a dyer. His mother Mary Jane was
born 1864 in Manchester.
Also, his two elder sisters Martha Charlotte (born 1887 in Salford) aged 4, and Margaret Annie (born 1889 in Salford)
aged 2.
Sadly, Margaret was to die the following year aged 3. Martha was to marry Joseph Bryan in 1907.
The 1891 census also revealed that the family was living with John William’s, mother’s widowed father James
Moores and family at Ruby Street Salford. James was born in Holmes Chapel, Cheshire in 1828.
There appears to be no entry for 1901 census, but the 1911 census reveals that John William Atkin was aged 19 and
living with his sister Martha and her husband Joseph Bryan at 39, Seddon Street, Salford.
His occupation was described as Velvet Brushes, (but this could be Velvet Finisher).
Also in the house was his younger sister Florence Atkin (born 1894 in Salford) aged 17 and a Cotton Winder.
John William Atkin joined the Lancashire Fusiliers, 1/8th Battalion.
When War broke out, the battalion was stationed in Salford and part of the LF Brigade East Lancashire Division.
The 1/8th was moved to Turton near Bolton, and on 9th September it was mobilised for war, embarking at
Southampton.
On 25th September it landed at Alexandria, Egypt to defend the Suez Canal.
At the start of the war, Egypt was officially part of the Ottoman Empire, but since 1882 it had been ruled by the
British. Free and secure access to the Suez Canal was vital for the British Empire with interests in India, the Far East
and Australia. Now, colonial troops from the east would be using the canal to get to the war zones.
At the start of 1915 the Turks decided to launch an expedition towards the Suez Canal. The main attack commenced
on 3rd February and it was during this campaign that Private John William Atkin was killed on 11th February aged
24. He was buried at the Cairo War Memorial Cemetery
On the family headstone at Weaste it states: “Gone but not forgotten”

Harold Dunn was sent to the Western Front near Hazebrouck, France, not far from the Belgium border near Ypres,
when he was killed in action on 13th February 1915.
He was born in Salford on 26th July 1892 and baptised at Christ Church on 10th August the same year.
His parents were Peter Dunn, (born 1867 in Salford), a core maker in an ironworks and his mother was Annie, nee
Lord (born 1867 in Salford). They were married in 1890 at Christ Church Salford
The 1901 census shows Harold’s family living at 79, Hope Street, Salford, with his siblings Ernest aged 10, Arthur
age 7, Samuel aged 5, Henry aged 3, as well as his mother’s brother Robert Lord and his son Robert aged 3.
The 1911 census reveals three additional children to Peter and Annie: Ethel (born 1902 in Salford), Elsie (born 1904
in Salford) and Annie (born 1911 in Salford).
Harold’s occupation was described as wagon cleaner.
Before war broke out, Harold had enlisted in the Kings Own (Royal Lancaster) Regiment and was placed in the 2nd
Battalion. At the start of hostilities, in August 1914, they were stationed at Lebong, north of Calcutta, India.
As soon as they were replaced by the Regiment’s Territorial Unit, the 2nd Battalion returned to England on the
requisitioned, 13,000 ton, Union Castle Liner “Kenilworth Castle,” arriving on 22 December 1914.
At home, they joined with 83rd Brigade, 28th Division and proceeded to France, landing at Le Havre on 16th January
1915. They were taken to the area between Hazebrouck and Bailleul, close to the Belgian border near Ypres, where
they were joined by additional Territorial units.
It was whilst Harold was at this location that he was killed on 13th February 1915, (although Commonwealth War
Graves has his date of death as 20th February).
Harold is remembered on the Menin Gate memorial at Ypres.
On the family headstone at Weaste it states: “Duty nobly done”

John Ward was the first of the Salford Pals to die on military service.
He caught a chill while training at Conway
He died on March 1st of pneumonia in Bangor Military Hospital.
He had a Military Funeral at Weaste Cemetery on Friday March 5th
There was a large crowd along Church Street when the cortège left St. Thomas’s Church after the service lead by
Rev Farnworth who is the Chaplin to the Battalion
John’s coffin was draped with the Union Flag, with John’s service cap and belt.
Many men of John’s service pals, from ‘C’ company of the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (Salford Pals) also attended
The ‘Last Post’ was played over the grave, by several buglers, which was surrounded by many wreaths.
John was born in Pendleton and on the 1911 census was living at Manchester Street, Pendleton with his parents
William and Sara who were recorded at being married for 33 years.
He had two older brothers, Tom and Walter plus two older sisters, Alice and Jane.
By trade John was a bricklayer but as a young lad was a milk boy
Joseph Kelly was a member of the Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort’s Own), 2nd Battalion and was killed in action
during the Battle of Neuve Chapelle in France on 14th March 1915.
The family gravestone at Weaste Cemetery records 12th March
Joseph was born in Salford in 1886.
His father was John Kelly, a tailor, born 1842 in Ireland. His mother was Ellen, born in Crewe, Cheshire in 1853.
The 1881 census (before Joseph was born) shows John and Ellen living at 17, Brunswick Street, Salford with sons
Harry (born 1879 in Gorton, Manchester) and John (born 1881 in Salford).
In 1891, the family is living with the Brown family at West Street, Broughton.
Harry is 12, John (junior) is 10, plus Ellen age 9 (born 1882 in Salford) and Joseph is 5. In 1901 Joseph is 15 and a
Wagon Minder at a copper works. (This coincides with Joseph’s name appearing on the Roll of Honour at Broughton
Copper Works).
Father John is not on the census, but his mother Ellen is.

Also daughter Ellen aged 19, described as a Piecer in a Flax Mill, Peter aged 11 (born 1890 in Manchester) and
Frank (born 1893 in Manchester). The family is living at 26, Pea Street, Salford.
In 1909 Joseph married Ellen McKeown at Salford by Registrar.
She was the daughter of Thomas and Ellen McKeown.
The 1911 census does not show Joseph and Ellen, but his brother John is married to Jane with a daughter Ellen.
Joseph’s brother Frank is also in the house at 52 Cannon Street Salford. (Joseph’s Dispatch paper shows his
address as 54 Cannon Street, Salford, so possibly living next door to his brother).
Joseph and Ellen had a son Thomas Henry, born in 1911, but he sadly died on 4th March 1916 in his 5th year.
Joseph enlisted in the Rifle Brigade in Manchester and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion.
Before the war, the 2nd Battalion was stationed in Kuldana, India.
They embarked from Bombay on 20th September and arrived at Liverpool on 22nd October, joining 25th Brigade, 8th
Division at Hursley Park, Winchester.
They proceeded to France, landing at Le Havre on 6th November 1914.
The 25th Brigade also comprised the 2nd Lincolnshire, 1st Royal Irish Rifles, 2nd Royal Berkshire and 13th London
TF. It was commanded by Brigadier General A.W.G. Lowry Cole, and Major-General F.J.Davies commanded the 8th
Division.
The 8th Division’s first major action was during the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, France, which took place between 10th
and 13th March 1915.
Neuve Chapell is a village between Bethune and Lille and just over the Belgium border is Ypres.
In comparison to the major offensives this was small, but it was significant in that it was the first set-piece offensive
battle undertaken by the British from static trenches.
The village was taken quite quickly, but the German counter attack pinned down the troops for days.
It was during this battle that Rifleman Joseph Kelly was killed in action on 14th March 1915.
His memorial is at Le Touret Cemetery

Spring in Weaste Cemetery (P.Kilvert)

This quarter the following are remembered on a headstone at: - Peel Green Cemetery

Peel Green
Surname
Travis

Christian
name
Walter

Age
30

Date

Service
#

Rank

Unit

CWG
Memorial

Plot

03-Jan-1915

T-3025087

Driver

Army Service Corps

Peel Green

A5

Grave
3917

Walter Travis died at home whilst on leave from the Army.
He travelled from Warenham, Dorset, on January 1st, arriving home at about nine in the morning and almost
immediately retired to bed.
In the evening he said he felt very ill when asking for a drink of water.
The following morning Dr. Hayes was sent for.
Walter, who had never recovered consciousness since asking for a drink the previous evening, died later in the
morning.
The Doctor arranged a post mortem examination.
At the inquest Mr. W. Sellers the Coroner stated that Maud Herrick, the deceased niece had been told by Walter that
he had fallen off a horse while jumping over ditches during training exercises.
The post mortem revealed that death was due to a haemorrhage on the brain and the Doctor was of the conclusion
that death was due to a fall such as described.
The jury returned the verdict that death was caused due to a fall from a horse while performing his duties at
Wareham
Walter was born in Patricroft and lived with his mother Emma and step father George Henry Brookes

This quarter the following are remembered on a headstone at: - Agecroft Cemetery
Agecroft
Surname

Christian
name

Age

Date

Houghton

Richard

21

6-Jan-1915

Service
#

Rank

11623

Pte

Unit

CWG
Memorial

Plot

Grave

Lancashire Fusiliers 16th Batt

Agecroft

26

396

Richard Houghton enlisted in the "2nd Salford Pals" Battalion, but whilst training in Conway, North Wales, he was
sent home, where he died on 6th January 1915.
He was born in the 4th Quarter of 1893 in Pendleton.
Richards’s parents were married at St Paul's Church, Pendleton in 1884.
His father was Richard Houghton (born 1865 in Wigan) who was a Coal Miner.
His mother was Jane, nee Crompton (born 1866 in Salford).
In 1901 the family lived at 128, Cook Street Pendleton.
Richard was aged 7 and his siblings were Elizabeth (born 1896 in Pendleton), Margaret (born 1899 in Pendleton)
and Mary (born 1901 in Pendleton).
The 1911 census reveals that the family was living at 25, Wellington Street, Pendleton. Richard was aged 17 year old
colliery labourer, Elizabeth was 15 year old weaver and Mary was 10 year old school girl.
Richard enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers 16th Battalion, known as the 2nd Salford Pals on 15th November
1914.
They began training near home and on 28th December moved to Conway for training.
However, it was whilst Richard was training that he became unfit and was sent home to recuperate, but he died at
home on 6th January 1915 aged 21.

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact on of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Sue Tydd

susantydd@hotmail.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

We also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby

Swarm

Duncan McCormick

Local History Library

Tony Flynn

Salford on Line

Alex Bolas
CWGC
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http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

