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The German’s use poison gas 
On 22nd April the second major German attack at Ypres began with them releasing 4000 cylinders of chlorine gas. 
Having no protection against this deadly gas, several Allied units fled. 
There was another gas attack the following day 
 
 
The War Office issued the following communication: 
‘It is officially reported on medical evidence that the Canadian soldiers have lost their lives in the recent fighting, 
not from wounds but from poisoning by gases employed by the enemy, which is a means of warfare contrary to 
The Hague Convention’  (Manchester Courier 28 April 1915) 

 
 
 

 
To combat poisonous gases, how women can help 
The Press Bureau last night issued the following communication: 
As a protection against asphyxiating gases being uses as a weapon of war by the Germans; supplies of one or 
both of the following kinds of respirators are required by the troops at the front. 
Either can be made easily in any household: 
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Type 1 
Face piece to cover the mouth and nostrils, formed of an oblong pad of bleached absorbent cotton wool and 
about 5.25” by 0.75” covered with three layers of bleached cotton gauze and fitted with a band to fit round the 
head and keep the pad in position, consisting of 0.5” cotton elastic 16” long, attached to narrow end of face pad 
so as to form a loop with the pad. 
 
Type 2 
Piece of double stockingette 9.5” long and 3.5” width in the centre, gradually diminishing in width to 2.5” at each 
end, with a piece  of thick plaited worsed about 5” long attached at each end, so as to form a loop to pass over 
the ears. 
These respirators should be sent in packages of not less than one hundred to the Chief Ordnance Office, Royal 
Army Clothing Department, Plimlico (Manchester Courier 28 April 1915) 

 

 
25th April Gallipoli 
The Allied invasion of the Gallipoli peninsula began with the landing at three different places. 
The first landing point, Cape Helles, involved British troops.  
The second point, Ari Burna, north of Cape Helles, was where the ANZAC’s (Australian and New Zealand) troops 
landed. 
The third point, intended as a diversionary attack was Kumkale, (which is on the opposite side of the Dardanelles) 
were the French landed. 
 

The landing points on the peninsula all have high ground in front of them. 
The British objectives were the high ground of Achi Baba and the town of Krithia. 
In the ‘fog of war,’ units of British troops stop to brew up, giving the Turks time to rush in troops and occupy both 
positions. For here they can shoot down on the British landing beaches. 
The Anzac’s main objective, the ridge at Chunuk Bair is only stopped by the promote action of Turkish reserves 
being rushed in. 
 
 
Premier describes operations and our heavy losses 
Mr. Asquith, replying in the House of Commons yesterday to Mr. Bonar Law, supplemented details of the recent 
operations at the Dardanelles given in the official statement issued by the War Office and Admiralty on Saturday 
last. 
It would be remembered, he said, that it was decided to land at three main points simultaneously. 
The landings took place at dawn on 25 April; the troops employed being the 29th Division who landed at Sedd ul 
Bahr, the Australian and New Zealand (Anzac) and the French. By nightfall 29,000 men had been disembarked in 
the face of fierce opposition. Every report spoke of the magnificent cooperation of the naval forces but he 
regretted to say the losses incurred were heavy the death of Brigadier General Napier. 
The disembarkation continued on 26 April, the troops ashore being subject to continuous and determined attacks 
by the enemy. These in every case were repulsed with loss. The 29th Division under General Hunter carried the 
Turkish positions at Sedd ul Bahr. 
By the evening of the 27 April the Division were firmly established, having advanced about two miles from the 
point of landing. They had been joined by French troops, who had fulfilled their task and recross from Asiatic side. 
The Anzacs had repulsed every attack made upon them and had steadily gained ground 
During 28 /29 April disembarkation of troops ands stores continued and progress was made. 
On 2 May a further advance had been made by French and British troops at the southern end of the peninsula 
and also by Anzac corps reinforced by the Royal Naval Division. 
The position was now everywhere consolidated. 
The successful performance of this, one of the most difficult operations of the war, namely, the landing on an 
open beach in the face of determined opposition, displayed unsurpassed courage and skill. 
The operations were now being continued and pressed forward under highly satisfactory conditions. 
(Manchester Courier 7 May 1915) 
 
 



Local men 
 
Pte 1737 Fred Leigh 1st /8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers  
was killed in action on 6th June in Gallipoli.  
He was the 17 year old son of John and Harriet Leigh of Cumberland Street, Lower Broughton. 
 
Private 771 Daniel O’Brien 2nd battalion Manchester Regiment  
Was killed in action on 8th April near Ypres. 
He had been a reservist for thee years prior to the start of the war and as such was called to arms on 5th August 
1914 and was in France 10 days later. He fought in the battles at Mons and Hill 60. 
The day after his death his wife, Rose, received a letter from him saying he was in the best of health and hoped to 
be home soon. He was fro the Co-op as a building labourer. 
He had lived in Lowcock Street in Lower Broughton. 
 
Private 23255 Thomas Edward Durnford 1st /7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers  
He was killed in action on 7th May at Gallipoli.  
The news did not reach his parents Edward and Sarah until 31st May. 
Prior to the war Thomas was educated at Frederick Road Council school and was an apprentice joiner at Daniels 
Contractors in Leaf Square Pendleton. 
 
Rowland brothers 
Mrs. Rowland of 18 Smith Street, Ordsall has two sons at the front 
Sapper 1753 Samuel Rowand Royal Engineers who has been a soldier for three years left for France in August 
1914. He has been wounded and is now in Derby Hospital 
Samuel is married and has three children. 
Prior to the war he worked in the sheds at Salford Docks. 
Private George Rowland King’s Own Rifles is in St. Gerrard’s Hospital Coleshill (Birmingham) 
George enlisted August 1914 
Mrs Rowland received a letter from a lady visitor at Derby Hospital stating that ‘Samuel was getting on splendidly’   
(Reporter 5.6.1915) 

 
 

Private 13472 William Thomas Lloyd 11th battalion Manchester Regiment  
The son of Harry and Susan G. C. Lloyd, of 122, Fitzwarren Street, Seedley, 
William was born in Salford and volunteered in Manchester during November 1914. 
Hewas sent to Egypt in early 1915. 
William took part in the landing at Suvia Bay during which he was wounded. 
He was invalided home on the hospital ship HMS Sudan but died during the voyage. 
He was buried at sea and remembered on the CWGC memorial at ‘Helles’ 
William was 18 years of age. 
His family kindly provided the photo of him   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Wounded soldiers in Hope Hospital 
Mr. J.H. Counsel, chairman of the Hope Hospital Committee writes:- 
“I respectfully appeal to your readers, to direct their attention to the fact that we have as inmates at Hope Hospital 
about 300 wounded soldiers, who have served their country nobly and well. 
I appeal to the generosity of those who have a surplus of magazines and periodicals to lend a kindly aid to our 
heroes in their distress to help and assist those who are recovering, by sending any old magazines or short story 
books for which they have no further use to the following address:- 
‘Wounded Soldiers’ c/o Dr. Giles, Hope Hospital, Pendleton’      (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 4.6.1915) 
 
 

Three Swinton soldier brothers 
 

 
 
The above are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. P. Kilgariff, of 89, Swinton Hall Road, Swinton. 
James the eldest, is a member of the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Joseph is a member of the 1st Swinton ‘Pals’ company Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Both are training at Conway 
Patrick is a gunner in the Royal Field Artillery and is in training at St. Annes on Sea. 
All three brothers are miners and have joined the army since the outbreak of the war. 
Joseph and Patrick have just joined Broughton Rangers from Swinton St. Mary’s rugby football team. 
(Eccles & Patricoft Journal 30.4.1915) 
 
 

Women Tram guards 
The Salford Experiment 
The Salford tramway men are to hold another meeting tonight to discuss the question of the employment of 
women as tramcar conductors. It is now thought that the men will not offer serious opposition and Mr. G. W. 
Holford, the manager and Mr. Blakemore, traffic superintendant, are making arrangements for the women to start 
work on Monday next. They will be placed on the first day, cars running between Broughton and Irlam O’ th’ 
Heights and Cromwell Bridge and Weaste. For the first day they will be accompanied by an official, but on 
Tuesday they will be left to their own initiative (Manchester Evening News 29 May 1915) 
 
 

Women tram guards a great success 
The experiment of appointing women conductors in the Salford Corporation tramways was declared a great 
success by the general manager (Mr. Holford) at the meeting of the committee last night. 
The women, he said, were giving satisfaction to the committee and the public (Manchester Evening News 30 June 1915) 
 



World War 1 recipes    by Debbie Yates (Irlam & Cadishead WWI Association) 
 
 

Anzac biscuits 
These iconic biscuits were originally made to send to the ANZACs (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) 
serving in Gallipoli 
 
Ingredients 

 85g porridge oats 
 85g desiccated coconut 
 100g plain flour 
 100g caster sugar 
 100g butter, plus extra butter for 

greasing 
 1 tbsp golden syrup 
 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

 

Method 

1. Heat oven to 180°C/fan 160°C/gas 4. Put the oats, coconut, 
flour and sugar in a bowl. Melt the butter in a small pan and 
stir in the golden syrup. Add the bicarbonate of soda to 2 tbsp 
boiling water, and then stir into the golden syrup and butter 
mixture. 

2. Make a well in the middle of the dry ingredients and pour in the 
butter and golden syrup mixture. Stir gently to incorporate the 
dry ingredients. 

3. Put dessertspoonfuls of the mixture on to buttered baking 
sheets, about 2.5cm/1in apart to allow room for spreading.  

4. Bake in batches for 8-10 minutes until golden.  
5. Transfer to a wire rack to cool 

 
ANZAC Day, 25 April, is probably Australia's most important national occasion.  
It marks the anniversary of the first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the 
First World War.  
ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.  
 
 

Anzac biscuits                                                             Trench cake 
 

                     
 
 
 

Trench cake 
During the First World War people in Britain would bake and post fruit cake to loved ones on the front line.  
Some traditional cake ingredients were hard to come by.  
There are no eggs in this recipe and vinegar was used to react with the baking soda to help the cake rise. 
 
Ingredients 
 

 225g plain flour 
 120g margarine 
 90g brown sugar 
 90g currants/raisins 
 1/4 pint milk 
 1 tsp vinegar 
 2 tsp cocoa powder 
 1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
 1/2 tsp ground nutmeg 
 1/2 tsp ginger 
 1 tbsp lemon rind 

Method 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F / 180°C / Gas Mark 4  
2. Grease and/or line an 8" cake tin 
3. Rub together the margarine and flour (just like making a crumble topping) 
4. Add the rest of the dry ingredients - but not the bicarbonate of soda 
5. Mix together the milk, vinegar and bicarbonate of soda 
6. Add to bowl and mix well 
7. Pour into tin and bake for 1hr 15 minutes, or until knife comes out clean 
8. Remove from tin once slightly cooled and then allow to cool completely. 

 



Rupert Brooke   

Brooke's accomplished poetry gained many enthusiasts and followers. He was commissioned into the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve as a temporary Sub-Lieutenant shortly after his 27th birthday and took part in the Royal 
Naval Division's Antwerp expedition in October 1914. He sailed with the British Mediterranean Expeditionary 
Force on 28th February 1915 but developed sepsis from an infected mosquito bite. He died on 23 April 1915, St 
George’s Day, in a French hospital ship moored in a bay off the island of Skyros in the Aegean on his way to the 
landing at Gallipoli. As the expeditionary force had orders to depart immediately, he was buried at 11 pm in an 
olive grove on Skyros, Greece.  

The site was chosen by his close friend, William Denis Browne, who wrote of Brooke's death:  
“..I sat with Rupert. At 4 o’clock he became weaker, and at 4.46pm he died, with the sun shining all round his 
cabin, and the cool sea-breeze blowing through the door and the shaded windows. 
 No one could have wished for a quieter or a calmer end than in that lovely bay, shielded by the mountains and 
fragrant with sage and thyme”.   (Wikipedia) 

Rupert was 27 years old when died 
 

His book of poems ‘1914 and other poems’ reprinted many times and included the five famous sonnets. 
Rupert also wrote, Lithuania: A Drama in One Act  
 

From the Rupert Brooke Society                         
This is sonnet five:- 
 

The Soldier 

If I should die, think only this of me: 
That there's some corner of a foreign field 
That is for ever England. There shall be 
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 
A body of England's, breathing English air, 
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 
And think, this heart, all evil shed away,  
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 
 In hearts at peace, under an English heaven. 

 
 
 
Salford man wins Victoria Cross 
Rifleman A/2052 William Mariner 2nd battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps. 
An extract from "The London Gazette" dated 23rd June, 1915, records the following:- 
"During a violent thunderstorm on the night of 22nd May, 1915, Mariner left his trench near Cambrin, and crept 
out through the German wire entanglements till he reached the emplacement of a German machine gun which 
had been damaging our parapets and hindering our working parties. After climbing on the top of the German 
parapet he threw a bomb in under the roof of the gun emplacement and heard some groaning and the enemy 
running away. After about a quarter of an hour he heard some of them coming back again, and climbed up on the 
other side of the emplacement and threw another bomb among them left-handed. He then lay still while the 
Germans opened a heavy fire on the wire entanglement behind him, and it was only after about an hour that he 
was able to crawl back to his own trench. Before starting out he had requested a sergeant to open fire on the 
enemy's trenches as soon as he had thrown his bombs. Rifleman Mariner was out alone for one and half hours 
carrying out this gallant work".  William’s mother lives in Fletcher Street, Lower Broughton. 
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Chronology of the War 

 

1st April 
19th April 

 
Roland Garros uses deflector plates on his plane’s propellor 
Fokker develop mechanical interrupter gear which allow machine gun bullets to 
pass through blades of a rotating aircraft propeller 

22nd April German gas attack at Ypres 
25th April Allied landings at Gallipoli 
7th May Sinking of the Lusitania 
9th May Artois Offensive 
23rd May Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary 
25th May Germany abandons Ypres offensive 
25th May Asquith forms coalition government 
31st May First Zeppelin raid on London 
23rd June Isonzo Offensive begins 
 
Garros and Fokker 
In the early stages of the air war in World War I the problem of mounting a forward-firing machine gun on combat 
aircraft was considered by a number of individuals.  
The so-called "interrupter gear" did not come into use until Anthony Fokker developed a synchronization device 
which had a large impact on air combat; however, Garros also had a significant role in the process of achieving 
this goal. 
As a reconnaissance pilot with the Escadrille MS26, Garros visited the Morane-Saulnier Works in December 
1914.  
Saulnier's work on metal deflector wedges attached to propeller blades was taken forward by Garros; he 
eventually had a workable installation fitted to his Morane-Saulnier Type L aircraft. Garros achieved the first ever 
shooting-down of an aircraft by a fighter firing through a tractor propeller, on 1 April 1915; two more victories over 
German aircraft were achieved on 15 and 18 April 1915.  
 
On 18 April 1915, either Garros' fuel line clogged or, by other accounts, his aircraft was downed by ground fire 
and he glided to a landing on the German side of the lines. Garros failed to destroy his aircraft completely before 
being taken prisoner: most significantly, the gun and armoured propeller remained intact. Legend has it that after 
examining the plane, German aircraft engineers, led by Fokker, designed the improved interrupter gear system. In 
fact the work on Fokker's system had been going for at least six months before Garros' aircraft fell into their 
hands. With the advent of the interrupter gear the tables were turned on the Allies, with Fokker's planes shooting 
down many Allied aircraft, leading to what became known as the Fokker Scourge       (Wikipedia) 

 

The French named the courts used in the French Open Tennis Tournament after their ‘fighter ace’ 
 
 
 
 
First Lord of the Admiralty forced to resign over Dardanelles failure.  
Winston Churchill had been largely blamed for the failures of the British forces during the campaign since as First 
Lord of the Admiralty he had been responsible for instigating the plan and obtaining Cabinet approval to carry it 
out. Churchill had been forced to resign as First Lord, when the First Sea Lord (most senior admiral) Lord Fisher 
himself resigned, because of escalating disagreements between himself and Churchill in May 1915. Churchill 
continued as part of the Dardanelles Committee (later renamed the War Committee) which administered the 
campaign in the capacity of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. (May 1915) 
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The Shell Crisis 1915 
The shortage of artillery shells on the front lines of World War I that led to a political crisis in Britain.  
The strategic plans caused an over-reliance on shrapnel to attack infantry in the open, which caused a shortage 
of high explosive shells in most major armies.  At the start of the war there was a revolution in doctrine. Instead of 
the idea that artillery was a useful support for infantry attacks, the new doctrine held that heavy guns alone would 
control the battlefield. Because of the stable lines on the Western Front, it was easy to build rail lines that 
delivered all the shells the factories could produce. The "shell scandal" emerged in 1915 because the high rate of 
fire lasting over a long period of time was not anticipated and the stock of shells became depleted.  
The shortage was widely publicized in the press. The ‘Times’, in cooperation with David Lloyd George and Lord 
Northcliffe, sought to force Parliament to adopt a national munitions policy with a strong leader at the head.  
The upshot was a coalition government with Lloyd George as Minister of Munitions.   
 
Lack of shells had been a serious problem since autumn 1914, and the British Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal 
Sir John French gave an interview to The ‘Times’ (27 March) calling for more ammunition.  
Lord Northcliffe, the owner of ‘The Times’ and the ‘Daily Mail,’ blamed Kitchener (Secretary of State for War) for 
the recent death in action of his nephew.  
On the basis of an assurance from Kitchener, Asquith stated in a speech at Newcastle (20 April) that the army 
had sufficient ammunition.  
After the failure of the Battle of Aubers Ridge (9 May 1915) The ‘Times’ war correspondent, Colonel Charles à 
Court Repington sent a telegram to his newspaper blaming lack of High Explosive shell. French had, despite 
Repington’s denial of his prior knowledge at the time, supplied him with information, and sent trusted officers 
(Brinsley Fitzgerald and Freddy Guest) to London to show the same documents to Lloyd George and senior 
Conservatives Bonar Law and Balfour.’ 
 
The ‘Times’ headline (14 May 1915) was: 
 "Need for shells: British attacks checked:  “Limited supply the cause“ 
A Lesson from France".  It commented  
"We had not sufficient high explosives to lower the enemy's parapets to the ground ... The want of an unlimited 
supply of high explosives was a fatal bar to our success".  
This clearly pointed the finger of blame at the government. 
 
 
The Munitions of War Act 
Following the creation of the Ministry of Munitions, new munitions factories began to be built across the country 
for the mass production of munitions. The construction of these factories took time and in order to ensure that 
there was no delay in the production of munitions to deal with the Shell Crisis, the Government turned to railway 
companies to manufacture materials of war. Railway companies were well placed to manufacture munitions and 
other war materials, with their large locomotive and carriage works and skilled labourers. 
The act encouraged female employment and some 46,000 women rush to take jobs in the munitions factories.
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The Cunard passenger liner ‘Lusitania’ was torpedoed, by a German submarine, without any warning at 2:10pm 
on Friday 7 May. 
 
Dramatic ‘SOS’ call from doomed ship 
‘Come at once, big list’ 
Many ships came to her aid. 
 
Admiralty May 8th 
12:50am: The following message has been received from Admiral Queenstown:- 
‘Survivors from Lusitania are being landed. 
Those wounded are being sent to Naval and Military Hospitals.    
No names received yet’. 
1:07am. The following message from Admiral Queenstown has been received:- 
‘Between 500 and 600 survivors from Lusitania now landed. 
Many hospital cases 
Several have died 
Also some have been landed at Kinsale 
Numbers not yet received’ 
 
The above messages received this morning were the first to arrive to give definite news of survivors of the famous 
Cunard liner ‘Lusitania’, which was torpedoed by a German submarine off the Old Head of Kinsale, Ireland, 
yesterday afternoon. 
 
On board the ‘Lusitania’ there were 1,918 souls – 1253 passengers and 665 crew 
It is therefore to be feared that there has been a considerable loss of life, 
Our pirate foes have thus carried out their threat of murder and committed the foulest of a long series of 
misdeeds. 
No notice was given by the pirates before they torpedoed the ‘Lusitania’, which sank in eight minutes. 
She was a vessel of 30,396 tons and was built in 1907. 
As far as could be learned in Liverpool last night, the ‘Lusitania’ had no guns on board 
The boat was full of important and wealthy people, among the best known being Mr. Alfred Vanderbitt, Mr. 
Charles Frochman and Mr. D.A. Thomas the Welsh coal magnate.  (Daily Mirror 8 May 1915) 
 

The German Foreign Office, in a message to Washington expresses ‘deepest sympathy’ at the loss of American 
lives but dismissed the responsibility as that of the British Government. 
It regrets that Americans trust British promises rather than pay attention to German warnings. 
Mr. Churchill, in the Commons, said that the Admiralty had sent warnings to the ‘Lusitania’ and directions for her 
course, but more than that he declined to say in view of the pending inquiry. 

Captain Turner, at the coroner’s inquest at Kinsale (Ireland), stated that he was in wireless communication with 
the shore all the way across. At the time of the disaster the ‘Lusitania’ was running slowly, so that they should not 
have to wait for high water at the Mersey bar. Burning indignation prevails in commercial circles. On the Stock 
Exchange and the Baltic members of German nationality have been advised not to attend and strong action is 
proposed. (Manchester Evening News 11 May 1915) 

 
Germany attempt at explanation.   
Officer to be blamed. 
Washington, Wednesday. – A member of the German Embassy is given as the authority for the statement that the 
German Government may state in explanation of the recent disaster that 

Although the sinking of the British steamer had been deliberately planned, the loss of life on board the 
Lusitania occurred through a miscarriage of orders or a blunder on part of an officer of the German 
submarine. 

There it is said is known to have been what actually occurred, but officials of the German Government have not 
yet decided whether to include the statement in the explanation to be sent to the United States 
(Manchester Evening News 13 May 1915) 

 



Unrest in Liverpool after sinking of Liner. 
Angry woman wreck shops and many arrested by the Police. 
Serious   disturbances have taken place in Liverpool during the weekend as a result of the loss of the ‘Lusitania’ 
Most of the families of the stokehold crews of the Cunard liners live in the north east of the city, near the Cunard 
berthing quays. On Saturday night the sullen anger of the womenfolk of the ‘Lusitania’s’ crew broke out in an 
organised attack on shops of every description that were owned by naturalised Germans. 
Before the police could interfere half a dozen shops in one street alone were wrecked. 
Nineteen women were arrested 
The attacks on shops were renewed on Sunday evening and in many cases were worse that Saturday. After 
wrecking the shops, the women, eagerly assisted by men, pulled furniture and shop fitting into the street and set 
them alight. 
The police were unable to do much to prevent the damaged. 
There numbers have been greatly reduced but to due to large numbers answering the call to colours. 
However, there were large numbers of people arrested. (Manchester Courier 10 May 1915)  
 
 

Remarkable scenes an Manchester and Salford 
Much damage to property 
There was a number of outbreaks of anti-German disorders in Manchester and Salford today, led by men and 
women whose indignation at the cold blooded murder of the passengers and crew of the ‘Lusitania’ had got the 
better of them and who ought to wreck vengeance on the property and persons of German birth who are still 
engaged in business pursuits in the local area. 
Other areas affected include: - Eccles, Collyhurst, Gorton, Clayton, Bradford and Trafford Park just to mention a 
few. 
Many pork butchers shops were attacked (Manchester Evening News 11 May 1915)  
 

 
Salford scenes 
‘I never saw anything like it during the 23 years I have been in the force’ was the comment of a Salford police 
officer who took part in the attempt to check last night’s rioting. 
The police were, however, powerless, for outside the shop of the man ‘Praez’ there must have been 6,000 
people. 
This man’s premises were completely wrecked, and there would be many a breakfast table set better this morning 
than it has ever been before. 
One youth, picking up a side of bacon, remarked, ‘this is going to East Wynford Street’ and a collier looking chap 
emulated his example by carrying off a brass curb and fire irons, saying they would look better on his hearthstone 
at Pendlebury than in the roadway. 
One woman had the effrontery to complain to a policeman that she had only been able to secure a pot of dripping. 
When a piano was dropped from the window, a man rushed forward and to the singing crowd played ‘Rule 
Britannia; ‘it’s a long way to Tipperary’ and other popular ditties, before the instrument was completely wrecked. 
 
 
Sequel to Eccles rioting 
Today, twenty seven persons (ten male and seventeen females) were charged at Eccles Police Courts with 
stealing from the premises of Mrs. Margaret Kustner, pork butcher of 104, Church Street, on May 11th, a large 
quantity of furniture, clothing and cooking utensils. The place was entirely ransacked in the rioting and it is 
estimated that the loss amounted to £300 (today that be would be £21,500). 
The defendants were fined 10/6 each (today that would be about £38) or fourteen days imprisonment  
(Manchester Courier 20 May 1915) 

 
There anti German riots throughout many of our large cities and towns. 
In a few cases soldiers, home on leave, help organise the rioting. 



 

Quintins Hill railway crash 
The disaster on the Caledonian railway at Gretna, eight miles north of Carlisle proves to be the most appalling in 
the annals of British railway. An official statement issued last night gave the number of killed and missing as 158 
and it is reported that between 200 and 300 were injured. 
Nearly all the victims were men of the 7th battalion Royal Scots Regiment, either asleep or resting in locked 
carriages. 
They were on their way to join a troop ship in Lancashire, when the troop train came in contact with a local train. 
A minute later the London to Glasgow sleeper train ploughed into the wreckage of the first crash. 
The injured soldiers were taken to hospitals and hotels in Carlisle. (Birmingham Daily Mail 24 May 1915) 
 
From the official list of train accidents in 1915 the following was extracted: 
Caledonian:  
22nd May – double collision between passenger trains at Quintins Hill, by which 224 passengers and 3 servants 
were killed, and 242 passengers and four servants were injured. 
The collision was found to be due to neglect of rules on the part of two signalmen at the Quintins Hill signal box. 
 
The book ‘The Quintins hill Conspiracy’ by Jack Richards and Adrian Searle is still in print. 
 
 
 

  
In memory of the men who died on that day



 
Remembered this quarter at Weaste Cemetery 
 
 

Surname Christian Age Date Ser # Rank Unit CWGC Weaste 

Laverty Alfred  9-Apr-1915 10224 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (15th) Weaste F 1067 

Scanlon S   11-Apr-1915 8575 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd)  Weaste K 379 

Baison Thomas 26 25-Apr-1915 1469 
Lance 
Corporal 

Lancashire Fusiliers (1st) Helles G 3031 

Palfreyman John W 27 25-Apr-1915 476 Private Australian Infantry (12th) Lone Pine J 1350 

Roberts Ernest 21 2-May-1915 10844 Private 
King's Own Royal Lancaster Regt 
(1st) 

Ypres J 1875 

Midgley Henry 33 3-May-1915 4879 Private King's Own Lancaster Regt (1st) Hazebrouck F 1136 

Bennett Jessie A.   4-May-1915 45044 Sapper Royal Engineers (78th) Weaste L 529 

Appleton Joseph E 21 5-May-1915 83104 Driver Royal Field Artillery (19th) Ypres J 638 

Bailey Arthur 19 5-May-1915 6856 Private King's Own Scottish Borderers (2nd) Ypres J 3636 

Gregory Richard 24 5-May-1915 12579 Private King's Own Lancaster Regt (1st) Ypres K 712 

Chappell Jonathon 32 6-May-1915 2495 Private Manchester Regt (2nd) Chester Farm G 433 

Kingston James 20 7-May-1915 10108 Private Cheshire Regt (1st) Ypres A3 1444 

Craig Andrew 37 10-May-1915 35919 Private Cameroon Highlanders (2nd) Ypres H 1697 

Kelsey John   10-May-1915 9152 
Lance 
Corporal 

Lancashire Fusiliers (1/6th) Helles K 7 

Cook John 55 13-May-1915 271 QMS Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th)  Weaste A4 4174 

Fox Charles A 26 15-May-1915 653 Private 9th Queens Royal Lancers  
Boulgne 
 

M 132 

Wilson Edward 34 15-May-1915 2137 Rifleman King's Royal Rifle Corps (1st) Le Touret F 2408 

Baldwin Stanley 18 16-May-1915 17844 Private Border Regt (2nd) Le Touret G 999 

Evans John 19 19-May-1915 82436 
Lance 
Corporal 

Royal Fusiliers Dernancourt F 2475 

Connor Thomas T 46 22-May-1915 7547 Private East Lancashire Regt (1st)  Weaste L 394 

Bowden Frank 30 24-May-1915 2492 
Lance 
Sergeant 

Lancashire Fusiliers (1/8th) 
Pembroke 
(Malta) 

A12 948 

Richardson John 34 24-May-1915 8193 Private 
King's Own Royal Lancaster Regt 
(1st) 

Ypres H 3224 

Morley J   26-May-1915 Z / 1801 Rifleman Rifle Brigade (2nd) Aubers Ridge G 1484 

Burgess John R 19 28-May-1915 
PLY 
16505 

Lance 
Corporal 

Royal Marine Light Infantry Helles J 1352 

Bird Edward 19 29-May-1915 1002 Driver Royal Engineers Field Comy (1st) Chatby K 431 

Higgins John R 30 29-May-1915 506 
Lance 
Sergeant 

Manchester Regt (1/8th) Helles F 815 

Leicester Walter 22 1-Jun-1915 2175 Corporal Lancashire Fusiliers (1/8th) Helles J 141 

Parry Robert W 33 3-Jun-1915 8004 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (12th) Weaste L 255 

Clemison John W. 32 4-Jun-1915 1688 Private Manchester Regt (1/8th) Helles L 799 

Cowan Arthur  19 4-Jun-1915 2192 Private Manchester Regt (1/7th) Helles G 1202 

Goodall George F 32 4-Jun-1915 13274 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1st) Helles AA10 1968 

 
 
 



Remembered this quarter at Weaste Cemetery 

 

Surname Christian Age Date Ser # Rank Unit CWGC Weaste 

Hargreaves Harry 21 4-Jun-1915 1720 
Lance 
Corporal 

Manchester Regt (1/7th) Helles G 439 

Wood Ernest 23 4–Jun-1915 2243 Corporal Manchester Regt (1/6th Helles B1 1305 

Orrell James 18 5-Jun-1915 1802 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1/8th) Helles M 641 

Roberts William 26 5-Jun-1915 1147 
Lance 
Corporal 

Manchester Regt (1/6th) 
Twelve Tree 
Copse 

F 813 

Ronan W   5-Jun-1915 8359 Private  King's Liverpool Regt (3rd)  Weaste K 1320 

White Henry 33 5-Jun-1915 1443 Corporal Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th) Helles H 1332 

Backhouse Arthur 19 6-Jun-1915 1909 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th) Helles A3 190 

Booth Harold 18 6-Jun-1915 55 Private Royal Army Medical Corps Lancs Landing F 1941 

Barnett Joseph W 28 8-Jun-1915 
M1 
5961 

Private Army Service Corps Weaste J 1071 

Barber John James 32 13-Jun-1915 2357 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th) Helles G 2144 

Graham Samuel 23 13-Jun-1915 1357 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (7th) Weaste L 338 

Hulme William 31 13-Jun-1915 4322 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd) Ypres A3 81 

Mills William 23 14-Jun-1915 2122 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1/8th) East Mudros G 1534 

Thorley Arthur 21 14-Jun-1915 196 Driver Royal Army Medical Corps 
Helles 
 (Pink Farm) 

M 772 

Davies Arthur  18 15-Jun-1915 17849 Private Border Regt (2nd) Weaste G 1093 

Goodall Harry 33 16-Jun-1915 155 Sergeant Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th) Helles AA10 1968 

Partington Norman 21 16-Jun-1915 2358 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1/7th) Redoubt Helles G 1394 

Smethurst Richard 20 18-Jun-1915 Z 2257 Rifleman Rifle Brigade (2nd) Aubers Ridge L 641 

Eccles Jim 26 23-Jun-1915 3776 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd) Ypres A3 1531 

Hargreaves Albert 22 23-Jun-1915 20280 
Lance 
Corporal 

King's Liverpool Regt (11th) Ypres 31 1467 

Bates Edward J 24 28-Jun-1915 11864 
Lance 
Corporal 

Border Regt (1st) Helles J 633 

Wyche Alexandria 22 28-Jun-1915 3292 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1st) Helles G 471 

Carswell James H 23 29-Jun-1915 2513 Private Royal Scots (4th) 
Lancashire 
Landing 

A11 5726 

 
 

 
                          Photo: Manchester Courier 7 April 1915



 
 

Sapper 45044 Jesse A Bennett 78th Field Company Royal Engineers,  
Jesse was a member of the Royal Engineers and died at Aldershot in 1915. 
 

Jesse was born in Hulme, Manchester on 11th April 1886 and baptised at St. Stephen’s Church, Hulme on 2nd 
May.  
His father was John Bennett (born 1860 in Manchester) who was described as a Glass Cutter in 1886 and a 
general labourer in 1901 and 1911.  
His mother was Florence Eliza, nee Stephens (born 1863 in London).  
Jesse’s parents were married at St. Stephen’s Church, Hulme on 6th August 1883, when John was aged 23, a 
Glass Warehouseman and living at 2, Rex Street, Hulme.  
Florence was aged 20 and living down the road at 14, Rex Street, Hulme.  
The Groom’s father was George Bennett, a shoemaker and the bride’s father was Jesse Stephens, a broker. 
 

The 1891 census has John and Florence living at Hyde Street, Salford. Jesse was 4 years old and John Edward 
(born 1889 in Salford) was aged 2.  
The 1901 census shows the family living at 165, Trafford Road, Salford. Jesse is missing, but John Edward is 12 
and another son George Henry (born 1894 in Salford) is aged 7. 
 

In 1909, Jesse married Margaret Brakell at Manchester by Registrar.  
He was 23 and she was 38. Margaret’s father Thomas Alfred, was a general pattern maker (engineering) from 
Garstang, Lancashire and her mother Sarah Priscilla, was from Salford.  
The 1891 census shows Margaret aged 20, a milliner and living at home in Tamworth Street Hulme.  
In 1901 Margaret was still at 87, Tamworth Street, aged 30 and a Ladies Milliner.  
By 1911, Margaret is Mrs Bennett, but still living with her parents at 277, Regent Road, Salford and aged 40. 
Jesse was not located in Salford.  
However, there is a 1911 census record in Kidsgrove, Stoke on Trent for a Jesse Bennett, boarder, married, aged 
24, born 1887 in Hulme, who is a General Blacksmith in a colliery. 
 Two other boarders, one married from Monmouth and another single from Longton, Staffs also worked at a 
colliery.  
It is tempting to think that Jesse is getting engineering experience!  
 

Jesse enlisted in the Royal Engineers 78th Field Company in Manchester.  
It was the job of the Royal Engineers to maintain the railways, roads, bridges, transport and water supply; operate 
the railways, inland waterways, telephone, wireless and other signalling equipment; design and build fortifications; 
develop responses to chemical and underground warfare; and maintain the guns and other weapons. 
 

The 78th Field Company served with the 17th (Northern) Division.  
After initial training the Division moved to Dorset to continue training.  
It was during this period that Jesse died at Aldershot on 4th May, aged 29. 
His body was brought back to Salford where he was buried at Weaste Cemetery on 8th May 1915 in grave L529.  
 
A tablet stone reads  
“Erected to the memory of Sapper J.A.Bennett, 78th Field Co. R.E. 
A token of respect and sympathy from his comrades.” 

 
Private 6859 Arthur Roderick Bailey 2nd battalion King’s Own Scottish Border Regiment 
Arthur was born in Pendleton and enlisted in Manchester on 10th August 1914. 
He was the son of Salford Police Sergeant Arthur Bailey. 
Arthur’s was drafted to France on 15th January and after fighting in many fierce battles he was involved in the 2nd 
battle of Ypres and the capture of Hill 60 
On 5th May whilst on a midnight attack on Hill 60, Arthur was fatally wound. 
Every attempt was taken to try and save him. 
One of his pals writing to Arthur’s parents said that he passed away ‘quite peacefully’ 
 

The family headstone reads: 
‘Pte. A. Bailey KOSB their son 
Killed in action 5Tth May 1915 aged 19 years. 
Thy will be done’ 



 
Lance Corporal 16505 John R. Burgess Royal Marine Light Infantry, (Deal). 
 
John Robert Burgess enlisted in the Royal Navy and was assigned to the Royal Marine Light Infantry, Deal 
Battalion. He was engaged in the Dardanelles campaign, where he was killed in action on 28th May 1915, which 
was his 19th birthday.  
 
He was born on 28th May 1896 in Salford, (Greengate).  
His father was Daniel Burgess (born 1852 in Salford), whose occupation was given as Tram Wireman in 1901 and 
Electrician Switchman in 1911.  
His mother was Margaret Ellen (born 1864 in Salford), who was the daughter of William H Bush and Sarah nee 
Wilson.  
John’s parents were married in 1881 at Holy Trinity Church, Hulme, Manchester. 
 
John’s siblings were Joseph (born 1887 in Salford), Mary Alice, (born 1889 in Salford), Margaret Ellen (born 1892 
in Salford), Sarah Ann (born 1894 in Salford) and Mary Jane (born 1900 in Salford). (Strangely, the 1901 census 
has two Marys in the family, Mary A and Mary J.)! 
 
When war was declared, men and naval reservists reported for duty.  
The Royal Navy found that it had more men than ships for them to crew.  
The decision was taken to form Royal Marine Light Infantry Battalions for the sailors to join.  
The first 8 Battalions were named after famous sea captains, Drake, Hawke, Benbow, Collingwood, Nelson, 
Howe, Hood and Anson and became 1st and 2nd Royal Naval Brigades.  
Then four more Battalions were formed, named after Navy depots and became Portsmouth, Plymouth, Chatham 
and Deal, which formed the 3rd Royal Naval Brigade (or Marine Brigade).  
John Burgess was allocated to the Deal Battalion which had been formed in late September 1914.  
 
The Marine Brigade RMLI arrived in Antwerp on 4th October 1914. The plan was to defend it against German 
attack, but the Germans were already occupying the town. They engaged the Germans, but had to evacuate on 
8th. They returned to England and by 27th November, entered their new, but incomplete camp at Blandford in 
Dorset. (However, members of Deal Battalion had to be billeted in nearby towns). On 24th March the Marine 
Brigade sailed for Alexandria, Egypt. Orders were modified en route and the force sailed instead to Port Said and 
arrived on 27th March. The machine gun detachments of the Deal Battalion moved to the Suez Canal to defend 
Kantara and the rest of the Brigade arrived at Alexandria. 
 
On the 7th April, the Brigade (including the Deal Battalion) embarked at Alexandria for Lemnos, (the Greek Island 
in the northern Aegean Sea not far from Gallipoli), arriving on 12th April. 
 On 23rd April the Brigade moved up towards the Gulf of Xeros and on 25th April carried out a feint landing at 
Bulair, whilst the British 29th Division landed a Cape Helles beaches and the Anzacs landed at Anzac Cove. On 
29th April, Deal and Nelson Battalions landed at Anzac Cove and moved up through Shrapnel Gully to the 
forward Defences.  
 
On the family headstone (J 1352) it reads: 
‘Lnc Cpl John R Burgess 
Who fell at the Dardanelles 
On his 19th birthday’ 
 
 

Quartermaster Sergeant John Cook 7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
John died ait the Salford headquarters of the 7th Lancashire Fusiliers (TF) in Cross Lane. 
He enlisted in 1880 at the age of 18 in the 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers and having served more than nine 
years aboard (Egypt, India and South Afria in a twenty four year career he retired on pension in 1904. 
He later enlisted in the Volunteer Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (now 7th battalion) At the outbreak of war he was 
drafted to Egypt but was invalided home in April 1915. 
During the South Africa campaign on of his ‘pupils’ was the Right Hon. W. S. Churchill 
A full military funeral took place at Weaste Cemetery 



 

Private 1688 John W. Clemison  1/8th Battalion Manchester Regiment1/8th Battalion. 
 
John (Jack) William Clemison was killed at Gallipoli on 4th June 1915 aged 32. 
 
John was born in the 4th quarter of 1883 at Pendleton. His father was John Henry Clemison (born 1864 in 
Harpurhey, Manchester) whose occupation in 1891 was Chemical Works Superintendent and in 1901 as General 
Carrier by Road. His mother was Agnes, nee Hunt (born 1866 in the London Road area of Manchester). The 
couple were married at St Andrew’s Church, Ancoats, Manchester on 19th August 1883. Their other children were 
Henrietta (born 1887 in Pendleton and died 17th January 1904 aged 17), Sarah Ellen (born 1889 in Pendleton) 
and Henry (born 1891 in Pendleton). 
 
The 1891 census has the family living at Staspringvale Road, Pendleton and in 1901 they were living at 1 Lizzie 
Street, Pendleton. John was aged 17 and a Postman. 
In the 4th quarter of 1910, John married Edith Meade at St Thomas’s Church, Pendleton.  
Edith was the daughter of Henry Meade, (born 1837 in Wiltshire), a Foreman in an Iron Foundry, and his wife Lily 
(born 1859 in Yorkshire). In 1911 John and Edith were living at 30 Laburnum St, Pendleton and John was a 
Postman. 
 
John William Clemison enlisted as a Drummer in the 1/8th (Ardwick) Battalion of the Manchester Regiment which 
was a Territorial Unit.  
When war broke out they were based in Ardwick as part of the Manchester Brigade, East Lancashire Division. 
They were mobilised and moved to Rochdale to prepare for overseas service.  
They proceeded to Egypt arriving at Alexandria on 25th September to defend the Suez Canal from the Turkish 
forces in Palestine.  
The Division were in action on 3rd February 1915 against Turkish forces and were successful in driving them 
back. 
In the first week of May 1915, the Division embarked from Alexandria and landed at Cape Helles on the southern 
tip of the Gallipoli peninsula, on 6th May.  
They faced a huge challenge trying to get a foothold, as the Turkish defenders were dug in.  
The plan was to storm the heights of Krithia, but John was killed in action, on the first day of the battle, 4th June 
1915. He was 32 years of age. 
 
John is remembered on the Helles Memorial near where he fell.  
The memorial serves as the dual function of being a Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole of the Gallipoli 
campaign and a place of commemoration for 20,885 Commonwealth servicemen who died there and have no 
known graves.  
The memorial takes the form of a 30 metre high obelisk, which can be seen from ships entering the Dardanelles. 
 
The Manchester Evening News, 30th June 1915 says 
“Drummer John W Clemison of 30 Laburnum Street Seedley, 8th Battalion Manchester Regiment, has been killed 
in action. Drummer Cleminson leaves a widow and one child and was a Manchester Postman.”  
He is also remembered on the family grave L 799 at Weaste Cemetery.   
 
The headstone reads: 
   ‘JW (Jack) their son 

 Drummer 1/8 MCr. Rgt. (Ardwick) 
 Killed in action Gallipoli 
 4th June 1915 aged 32 years’ 



Private 7547 Thomas Connor, 1st Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment. 
 
Thomas Connor was injured on the Western Front and died of wounds at Lewisham Military Hospital, London on 
22nd May 1915. 
 
He was born in Pendleton in 1869. There is no census record to show who his parents were.  
However, there is a Lancs BMD record of a Thomas Connor who marries Hannah Warburton at St Paul’s Church 
Pendleton, in 1896 (third quarter).  
There is also a 1901 census record for a Thomas (born 1869 in Pendleton) and Hannah Connor (born 1876 in 
Pendleton) living at 6, Warburton Street, Pendleton with two children:  
Ethel (born 1898 in Pendleton) and May (born 1901 in Pendleton).  
Thomas’s occupation is Labourer in Iron Works. 
 
In the 1911 census, at 5, Warburton Street Pendleton, there is the same family (all born in Pendleton).  
The children are Ethel (born 1898), May (born 1901), John (born 1903) and Thomas (born 1909).  
This connection is speculation at this stage. 
 
Thomas Connor joined the East Lancashire Regiment 1st Battalion and given the number 7547.  
There is no enlistment date given, but the Regimental records show that the number 7013 was issued on 5th 
June 1902 and the number 7616 was issued on 3rd January 1903.  
So it seems possible that Thomas Connor joined the Regiment at the end of 1902.  
However, in a “Find my Past” document for Thomas Connor 7547, a supplementary note says, “Formerly 5718 
Lancashire Fusiliers.” 
 
The East Lancashire Regiment 1st Battalion was formed in 1881 by a merger of the 30th (Cambridgeshire) 
Regiment of Foot and 2nd Battalion of the 59th (2nd Nottinghamshire) Regiment of Foot.  
It served in India (1881 to 1897), England and Jersey (1897 to 1900), South Africa (1900 to 1902), Ireland (1905 
to 1908) and England (1908 to 1914).  
Its Garrison was at Burnley (1881 to 1898) and Fulwood, Preston (from 1898). At the start of the First World War, 
the 1st Battalion was stationed at Colchester, serving with the 11th Brigade, 4th Division.  
They were held back from the initial BEF by a last minute decision to defend England from a possible German 
attack. However, there was no attack and the 1st Battalion moved firstly to Harrow (on 18th August) and then 
proceeded to France on 22nd, landing at Le Havre.  
They joined in the Battle of Le Cateau (26th August), the Battle of the Marne (7th to 10th September), the Battle 
of the Aisne (12th to 15th September) and the Battle of Messines (12th October to 2nd November) in 1914. 
 
It is not clear where Thomas was injured as the next battle that the 1st Battalion took part in was the Second 
Battle of Ypres (22nd to 25th May 1915).  
However, he was brought back to England and was treated at the Lewisham Military Hospital in London, but died 
on 22nd May 1915.  
The Hospital Roll of Honour records Thomas Connor died in the June quarter 1915 aged 48!  
He was buried at Weaste Cemetery L394 (Higham family grave) and has a CWGC stone erected.  



Private 35919 Andrew Craig 2nd Battalion Cameron Highlanders 
 
Private Andrew Craig was engaged in the 2nd Battle of Ypres where he was killed in action on 10th May 1915. 
(His brother William, was killed in action, on 24th October 1914). 
 
Andrew was born in Pendleton in 1879. His father was Andrew Craig (born 1853 in Scotland), described as a 
Blacksmith and Range Fitter.  
His mother was Elizabeth, (born 1852 in Scotland).  
They were married in 1872 in Falkirk, Stirlingshire. 
 
The 1881 census shows that the family is living at 31, Arthur Street, Pendleton, and Andrew is 2 years old. His 
siblings are Elizabeth (born 1878 in Pendleton) and Alexander (born 1881 in Pendleton).  
In 1891, the family is living in Athole Street, Pendleton. Elizabeth is aged 13 and is a Book Printers Tenter, 
Andrew is 12, Alexander is 10, William (born 1885 in Manchester) is 6 and Margaret (born 1887 in Manchester) is 
4. 
 
The 1901 census shows the family living at 92, Nansen Street, Pendleton, although Andrew is not included. 
Elizabeth is 23 and a Printers Assistant, Alexander is 21 and a Brass Finisher, William is 16 and a Brass Finisher 
and Margaret is 14 and a Nurse Girl.  
On 21st May 1908, Andrew’s father Andrew dies.  
By 1911 Andrew is lodging with the Hodson family at 485 Liverpool Street and described as a Bookkeeper. 
 
It is not clear when Andrew joined the Cameron Highlanders, 2nd Battalion, but when war broke the Battalion was 
stationed in Poona, near Bombay in India. They returned to England, landing at Devonport on 16th November 
1914. They were moved to Winchester to come under orders of 81st Brigade in 27th Division. On 20th December 
they landed at Le Havre. They took part in the Action of St Eloi (14th and 15th March 1915) and 2nd Battle of 
Ypres (22nd April to 25th May 1915). (Below is an excerpt from “A History of the Great War”  by Arthur Conan 
Doyle). 
 
On 9th May, the Germans, encouraged by their partial success, continued their attack, still relying upon their 
massive artillery, which far exceeded British guns.  
The attack at 10 am came down the Menin Road, but was driven back by the 2nd Cameron Highlanders and the 
2nd Gloucesters.  
Shell fire was continuous on British lines till 4 pm when the trench was obliterated.  
The second German advance charged and took possession of it.  
The British positions were gradually being taken by the Germans.  
On 10th May (the day that Private Andrew Craig was killed), the Germans attacked again along the Menin Road, 
blasting a passage with their artillery, but meeting fierce resistance from the 4th Rifle Brigade, 2nd Camerons and 
9th Royal Scots.  
So savage had been the bombardment and so thick the gas that the German Infantry thought they could safely 
advance, but the battalions named together with the 3rd Battalion of Rifles drove them back with heavy loss on 
both sides. 
 
Private Andrew Craig is commemorated at the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres and remembered on the family 
grave at Weaste Cemetery H 1697. 
 
In the Roll of Honour column in the local paper it was stated: 
  
He died a noble death, sadly missed by his mother, sisters and brother in law’ 
(Manchester Evening News 4 June 1915) 

 
 



Private 12579 Richard Gregory 1st Battalion King’s Own Royal Lancasters 
 
Richard Gregory was killed in action in the 2nd Battle of Ypres on 5th May 1915. 
 
Richard was born in Hulme, Manchester in 1890.  
He was the son of Richard Henry Gregory (born 1863 in Hulme, Manchester) who was a Bricklayer’s Labourer. 
His mother was Mary Ellen, nee Quigley, (born 1865 in Hulme, Manchester) and they were married at St 
Stephen’s Church, Salford in 1884. 
 
The 1901 census has 11 year old Richard and his family living at 22, Hamilton Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Manchester. His siblings are Ellen (born 1885 in Salford), Alice (born 1893 in Hulme), James (born 1896 in 
Hulme), Lillie (born 1898 in Hulme) and Elsie (born 1901 in Hulme).  
 
In 1910, Richard married Margaret Quayle (born 1888 in Hulme) and the 1911 census shows that they are living 
with his parents at 69, Duke Street, Hulme.  
Also shown are Richard’s siblings, Alice, aged 17 and described as a Rubber Teat Maker, James aged 15 a 
Warehouse Boy, Lily (different spelling) aged 13 and Elsie aged 10. (Elsie married Joseph Grantham in 1924, but 
sadly died in 1929, aged 29). Richard and Margaret had a son Richard in 1911. 
 
Richard Gregory enlisted in the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, 1st Battalion in Manchester.  
When war was declared in August 1914, the 1st Battalion was stationed in Dover as part of the 12th Brigade, 4th 
Division.  
They embarked for the Western Front on SS Saturnia and landed at Boulogne on 23 August. 
 
The 1st Battalion KORL took part in several battles during 1914 including the retreat from Mons and the Battles of 
Le Cateau (26th August), the Marne (6th to 10th Sept), the Aisne (12th to 15th Sept) and Armentiers (13th Oct to 
2nd Nov). The next big engagement was the Second Battle of Ypres (22nd April to 25th May 1915). This battle 
was significant in history because it was the first time that the Germans used chlorine gas. During the preparation, 
German troops moved 5,730 x 90 lb canisters of chlorine to the front opposite Gravenstafel Ridge. 
 
Around 5 pm on 22nd April, troops of the German 4th Army began releasing the gas toward French troops. 
Immediately the French troops were blinded or collapsed from asphyxiation and others retreated.  
A gap in the line of 8,000 yards (nearly 5 miles) appeared and the 1st Canadian Division were moved up to seal 
the breach.  
The order to withdraw towards Ypres began on 1st May and the Germans attacked again with chlorine near Hill 
60, this time affecting British troops.  
The 1st KORL were repulsed by another gas attack on 2nd May at Wieltje Farm during the battle of St. Julien. 
 It was whilst the Germans were pressing home their advantage that Private Richard Gregory was killed in action 
on 15th May.  
He was aged 25 and is commemorated at the Menin Gate memorial, Panel 12, in Ypres.  
He is also remembered on the Gregory family grave K 712 at Weaste Cemetery. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
 
‘Pte. Richard Gregory  KORL 
Their beloved son 
Killed in france May 5th 1915 
Aged 25 years’ 
 



Lance Sergeant. 506 John R Higgins, 1st / 8th Battalion Manchester Regiment. 
 
John Richard Higgins enlisted in the 1/8th (Ardwick) Battalion and was killed at Gallipoli on 29th May 1915, aged 
30 and commemorated at Helles Memorial. 
 
He was born in 1885 in Hulme, Manchester. His father was Richard Higgins (born 1861 in Leith, Scotland) whose 
occupation was Captain of a (Mersey) flat in 1891, General Labourer in 1901 and Dock Labourer in 1911. His 
mother was Elizabeth nee Bailey (born 1866 in Widnes) and they were married in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church, 
Walton, Liverpool. 
 
The 1891 census reveals that John was 6 years old and his brother Thomas was 3.  
The address was given as Castlefield Locks, Liverpool Road, Manchester, so it looks like the family was living on 
board the Mersey flat at an exciting time, as the Manchester Ship Canal was being built. (If their boat was a flat 
rather than a barge, it would indicate that they were travelling on the Mersey and Irwell Navigation, rather than the 
Bridgewater Canal). 
 
The 1901 census reveals that the family was living “on land” at 28, Prescott Street, Salford and father Richard had 
a land-based job as General Labourer. The children are George (born 1883 in Liverpool) who was a General 
Labourer, John (born 1885 in Manchester) who was also a General Labourer, Thomas (born 1888 in Runcorn), 
Richard (born 1898 in Salford) and Albert (born 1900 in Salford). 
 
In 1911, the census shows the family living at 58, Tatton Street, Salford. John was 25 and a Labourer, Thomas 
was 23 and a Labourer, Richard was 13 and at school, Albert was 11 and at school, Edith was 6 (born 1905 in 
Salford) and Lily was 3 (born 1908 in Salford).  
On 30th September 1911 John married Lucy Critchley at St Bartholomew’s Church, Salford. 
 Lucy was aged 26, a Weaver, living at 11, Myrtle Terrace, Cross Lane, Salford.  
Her father was Joseph Critchley (deceased), Plumber. 
 
John Richard Higgins enlisted in the 1/8th Battalion of the Manchester Regiment known as the Ardwick Battalion. 
The Ardwick Green HQ received orders for mobilisation on 4th August 1914 and by 25th August moved to 
Hollingworth Lake, Littleborough for training.  
On 5th September, as part of the 42nd Division, he moved to Southampton, as the first Territorials to go 
overseas.  
They embarked for Alexandria on 10th Sept and arrived on 25th for acclimatisation and training.  
The Battalion was moved up to defend the Suez Canal from the Turkish attack on 3rd February 1915. 
 
In the first week of May the Division embarked from Alexandria, landing at Cape Helles, Gallipoli on 6th May. 
They saw action in the attempts to capture the Heights of Krithia.  
The ,Ardwicks, came under fire during preparations for the 2nd Battle of Krithia (6th to 8th May).  
It was during this time that John was killed on 29th May 1915, aged 30.  
He is remembered at Helles Memorial, Gallipoli and at Weaste F815. 
 
The family headstone reads 
‘Segt John R Higgins 8th M/c Reg, son of the above 
Killed in Action Gallipoli May 29th 1915, age d 32 years’ 
 



Lance Corporal 9152, John R. Kelsey 1st / 6th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers. 
 
John Reynolds Kelsey enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers (Rochdale) Territorial Battalion and died of wounds 
received at Gallipoli on 10th May 1915. 
 
John was born in Hulme Manchester in 1893. His father was Michael Reynolds born in Ireland in 1867, whose 
occupation was a Groom. John’s mother was Elizabeth, nee Airey, born in Manchester in 1871.  
They married in 1892 (Salford Registrar present). However, Elizabeth was to marry for a second time in 1897 
when John was only 4 years old. She married Joseph Kelsey, (Salford Registrar present) who was born in 
Manchester in 1870. It would appear that John was adopted by Joseph Kelsey as he took his surname. 
 
The 1901 census shows that Joseph was aged 31 and a Foreman on the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway. 
Elizabeth was aged 30 and John was aged 7. In 1903, another son was born named Ernest Leo (Registered at 
Salford Greengate). There is no 1911 census available, but the gravestone in Weaste Cemetery reveals that 
Ernest Leo was to die in 1917, age 14. 
 
When war broke out, John Reynolds Kelsey enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers 1/6th Battalion (the Rochdale 
Territorials) in Todmorden. They joined forces with the 1/5th Battalion (the Bury Territorials) and were mobilised 
for war, landing in Egypt on 25th September 1914. After training in Egypt they embarked for Gallipoli, landing on 
5th May 1915. L/Cpl Kelsey was injured and died of wounds on 10th May 1915. He was 22 years old. His 
memorial is at Helles, Turkey, and he is also remembered on the family grave K 7, Weaste Cemetery, Salford. 
 
There is an interesting letter from Cpl George H Power 1/6th Battalion LF to his parents at this time. 
 “We left the citadel at 9.30 pm on 1st May carrying 200 rounds of ammunition and 3 days rations of bully beef 
and biscuits per man. All the way to Cairo station we were singing ragtimes and cheering everybody we met As 
we passed though the centre of the town we received a splendid reception from the European population and we 
acknowledged this by singing “Tipperary” until we were hoarse. At 10.30 pm, the train steamed out of Cairo and 
arrived at Alexandria at 4.30 am where we boarded a Chinese boat. At about 3 pm, Rev. Denis Fletcher of 
Rochdale came aboard to have a last look at his flock and at 5pm we left Alexandria. 
 
The water was like a mill pond and the boat was as steady as a rock. At 6.30 pm on 4th May we landed at our 
destination and anchored near a large number of boats of all shapes and sizes. We stayed on board all night and 
we could see the big guns of the fleet a few hundred yards away from us pounding the enemy. Next morning our 
boats moved near the shore and the tenders came along to take us to shore. Everyone was greatly excited. The 
Turks spotted us and sent a few shells to remind us that there was a war on. At last we landed on an improvised 
jetty and we were ashore. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
 
LC Cpl John Reynolds Kelsey 1/6 LF 
Died of wounds received at Gallipoli 
May 10th 1915, aged 22 years’ 
 
 
Corporal 2175 Walter Leicester 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Walter who lived at 169 Tatton Street, Salford died on 1st June  
He was wounded in action in late May. 
Walter had a close connection with Salford Central Mission and was a Lieutenant in the Missions Boys Brigade 
(46th Manchester’s) 
He will be greatly missed by the lads. 
His father Thomas is being comforted this being the third family death in nine months 
His daughter Nellie (30) died 12th October and his wife Christina (57) died 22nd December 
 
The family headstone reads: 
‘Walter the youngest son of the above 
Who was killed in action at 
The Dardanelles 1st June 1915  
In his 23rd year’ 
 



Private 10244 Alfred Laverty, 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers,  
 
Alfred Laverty was undergoing training with the Lancashire Fusiliers at Conway in North Wales, but whist he was 
on leave at home in Salford, he and his fiancée committed suicide by drowning in the Manchester, Bolton and 
Bury Canal on 9th April 1915. 
 
Alfred was born in Pendleton in 1894. His father was John Henry Laverty, (born 1861 in Salford), described as 
Plumber and gas fitter in 1901 and a Nightsoil man in 1911. His mother was Sarah Ann (born 1864 in Pendleton), 
and described as a Roving frame tenter in a cotton spinning mill, in 1911. 
 
The 1901 census shows that Alfred was aged 7 and living at 9,Union St, Pendleton, with siblings John James 
(born 1884 in Pendleton) a plumber’s apprentice, Harriet (born 1890 in Pendleton), Amelia (born 1897 in 
Pendleton) and Maud (born 1901 in Pendleton). 
 
By 1911, John James had married Mary Eckersley (1905 at St George’s, Salford), Harriet had married James 
Hopwood (1907 at St George’s, Salford), but the rest of the family was living at 6, Union Street. Alfred was aged 
17 and an errand boy in a wire works, Amelia was aged 14 and was a bobbin carrier in a cotton spinning mill and 
Maud was aged 10 and at school. It would appear that sometime after 1911, Alfred worked for Greengate and 
Irwell Rubber Company as he appears on the post war Roll of Honour for I.Frankenburg & Sons, Greengate 
Works. 
 
In September 1914, Alfred Laverty enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, 15th Battalion, known as 1st Salford Pals. 
They began training near home, then on 28th December they moved to Conway, North Wales for training. On or 
around 1st April 1915, Alfred came home on leave for a week and stayed with his sister Harriet in Cook Street. It 
was reported that he was wearing civilian clothes, when he should have been wearing his uniform. 
 
On the evening of 9th April, when Alfred (aged 21) had slightly overrun his leave pass, he called on his fiancée, 
Elizabeth Eddows (aged 20) of Joseph Street, Pendleton and said they were going to the pictures, after which he 
would be returning to Conway. They did not return that night and the police were informed the following day. It 
wasn’t until 25th April that their bodies were discovered in the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal near 
Robinson’s Bridge, Agecroft. 
 
An Inquest was held on 26th April and the Coroner said that he had not ordered a post mortem examination 
because there was so much decomposition.  
He concluded that the cause of death was drowning and that the young couple had entered the water voluntarily.  
The jury returned a verdict of “Found drowned” in each case. 
 
 
 
Lance Corporal 11864 Edward J Bates 1st battalion Border Regiment 
Edwards was killed at the Dardanelles on 28 June.  
He was 24 years old 
He had formerly lived at 30, Sussex Street, with his wife and three children. 
He had served four years as a territorial in the 7th battalion Lancashire Fusilier after which he went to Whitesvilles 
in the USA for a year. 
On the outbreak of year he joined the Border Regiment and went with them to the Dardanelles on 28 April 
 
The family headstone it reads: 
‘Edward John, their son 
Who was killed in action at 
The Dardanelles 28 June 1915 
Age 24 years.’ 
 
 
 
 



 
Private 4879 Henry Midgley, 1st battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 
 
Henry was a serving soldier, posted to the Western Front in WW1, where he was killed in action on 3rd May 1915,  
aged 33. 
 
Henry was born on 4th March 1882 at 9,West Stanley St, Salford  
He was baptised at St Bartholomew’s Church on 22nd March.  
His father was William Midgley (born 1861 in Newton Heath, Manchester), was a clog maker like his father.  
His mother was Alice nee Robinson (born 1862 in Manchester).  
They married at Christ Church, Salford on 17th April 1881. 
 
The 1891 census shows the family living at 43, Tatton Street Salford with Henry aged 9.  
His siblings are Mary (born 1883 in Salford), William (born 1885 in Salford) and Robert (born 1887 in Salford).  
In 1901 Mary is 18, William is 16 and a telegraph messenger and Robert is 14 and an office boy in a cloth 
warehouse. Additional siblings are  
John (born 1892 in Salford),  
Samuel (born 1899 in Salford), 
 James (born 1901 in Salford).  
However, not in the census return, but on the family gravestone in Weaste Cemetery are Esther (born 1891 in 
Salford), twin sister of John who sadly died on 1st June 1897 aged 5 years and 10 months, and Alice (born 1894 
in Salford) and died on 13th June 1897 aged 2 years and 6 months. Henry is also absent from the 1901 census as 
he had become a soldier in 1900. 
 
Henry joined the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, 1st Battalion, at Blackburn on 11th April 1900, just one 
month after his 18th birthday. The 1st Battalion was already in South Africa and took part in the Battle of Spion 
Kop, but it is not clear if Henry participated in the Boer War. However, the Battalion went on to India and returned 
to England in 1912. At the outbreak of WW1, the 1st Battalion was stationed at Dover and was mobilised on 4th 
August 1914. They left for France on 22nd August on board the SS Saturnia and arrived in Boulogne the following 
day. Within 3 days the 1st Battalion was in action.  
 
At the Battle of Le Cateau (26th August) during the retreat from Mons the British turned and fought the German 
army. This enabled the British to escape, but the 1st Kings Own suffered 400 casualties. The next action was the 
Battle of the Marne (7th to 10th September) and the Battle of the Aisne (12th to 15th September). During these 
two battles the Battalion played its part in firstly stopping the German Army and then forcing it into retreat. Then at 
the First Battle of Ypres (19th Oct to 22nd November) they helped to stop the German attacks south of Ypres 
around Ploegsteert.  
 
However, at the 2nd Battle of Ypres (22nd April to 25th May 1915) every man of the 1st Battalion was affected by 
a German gas attack on 2nd May.  
It is not clear how Henry Midgley was affected, but the records show that he was killed in action the following day,  
3rd May 1915. He was 33 years old. Henry is commemorated at the Hazebrouck Communal Cemetery in Nord, 
France on Panel II D 8. 
 
 
The family headstone reads: 
 
‘Henry, their son 
Killed in action in France 
May 3rd 1915, aged 33 years’ 
 



Private 476 John Wilson Palfreyman, 12th battalion Australian Infantry  
 
John emigrated to Australia just prior to WW1, but enlisted when war broke out. On 25th April 1915, he landed at 
Anzac Cove near Gallipoli and was killed in action the same day. 
 
John was born in Pendleton, Salford in 1888. His father was Clarence Palfreyman (born 1859 in Tideswell, 
Derbyshire) who was a Grocer’s Assistant. Clarence’s parents were William (born 1832 in Litton, Derbyshire) and 
Hanna Jane, nee Dakin (born 1839 in Tideswell, Debyshire). John’s mother was Elizabeth nee Whitehead (born 
1853 in Pendleton), who was a Cotton Operative before she and Clarence were married at St Andrew’s Church, 
Eccles in 1888. 
 
The 1891 census shows that 2-year-old John was living with his parents at Broughton Road, Pendleton. Sadly, 
John’s mother died in 1894 when John was only 5 years old and he went to live in Tideswell with his paternal 
grandmother Hannah Jane, (who had lost her husband William Palfreyman in 1869 and had remarried Joseph 
Dawson in 1877). By 1901, 12-year-old John and his Grandmother were living at Queen Street, Bridge End, 
Bakewell, Derbyshire, whilst his father Clarence was living in lodgings in Salford. 
 
John attended Tideswell Grammar School, but in 1906 at the age of 18 he emigrated to Australia. On 21st August 
1914, John enlisted in the Australian Infantry, 12th Battalion at Pontville Army Barracks, near Hobart, Tasmania. He 
gave his address as Cordell’s Hotel, Strahan, Tasmania and his occupation as Labourer. His next of kin was his 
father, Clarence, of 26, Regent Street, Salford. 
 
After 9 weeks training, the 12th Battalion embarked from Hobart on 20th October on HM Australian Troop Ship 
“Geelong.”  The ship was a 7,850 ton, steam ship, which had been built in Glasgow for the Blue Anchor Line in 
1904. It had been designed to carry 90 saloon and 450 third class passengers, but a hasty conversion at Melbourne 
resulted in accommodation for 62 officers and 1539 other ranks. It arrived at Albany, Western Australia on 1st 
November to join the first convoy of ANZACs to war. The destination of Alexandria in Egypt was reached on 2nd 
December 1914. 
 
A period of training in the desert was to prepare them for combat in Europe, but in late April they were committed to 
the Gallipoli campaign. The 12th Battalion was part of the 3rd Brigade which was the covering force for the landing 
at Anzac Cove on 25th April 1915. They went ashore at around 4.30 am and faced Turkish forces. By the end of the 
day it was noticed that Private Palfreyman was missing and he was declared killed in action. He was 27 years old. 
 
John Wilson Palfreyman has no known grave, but is commemorated at Lone Pine Memorial (Panel 35), Gallipoli, 
Turkey. He is also remembered on his parent’s gravestone at J 1350 in Weaste Cemetery, Salford. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
  ‘Pte J.W. Palfreyman, 
   (Australian Forces) son of above 
   Who was killed in action at 
   Gallipoli April 25th 1915 
   Aged 27 years 
   He answered the call’ 

 
 
Private 2513 James H Carswell 1st /4th battalion Royal Scots 
 Of 39 Devonshire Street, Higher Broughton was wounded on 28 June in the great charge of that day on the 
Peninsula of Gallipoli and spent next days five days on a Hospital Ship before becoming to his wounds. 
Prior to the war he worked at S&J Watts of Portland Street, Manchester 
The dates reported are a bit mixed because James actually died on 29 June. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
‘James Holden Carswell died of wounds Gallipoli 
June 29th 1915, aged 23 years 
1/4th Royal Scots’ 



 
Private 8004 Robert William Parry 12th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
 
Robert enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers and became unfit during training.  
He was sent home to recover but died there on 3rd June 1915. 
 
He was born in Holywell, Flintshire in the 3rd quarter of 1881. His father was John Parry (born 1853 in Flintshire), 
who was a General Labourer. His mother was Ellen (born 1856 in Holywell) and in 1891 the family was living at 
Blue Bell Arch in Holywell. Robert’s siblings, who were all born in Holywell were, Thomas (born 1876), John (born 
1887), John (born 1887) and Mary born 1891. 
 
On 21st March 1903, Robert married Elizabeth Ann Richardson at St Thomas’s Church, Pendleton. Robert was 
aged 21, a Labourer and living at 24 Victoria Place, Pendleton. Elizabeth was the daughter of William Richardson 
who was a Labourer. She was also aged 21, a Spinner and living at the same address. Their first child was 
Isabella (born 10 May 1906 in Pendleton) and their address was 2 Rossall Street, Pendleton. The second child 
was Robert William junior (born 20th Feb 1909 in Pendleton). At this time Robert’s occupation was Steel Striker 
and their abode was 12 Rossall Street, Pendleton. The 1911 address was also given as 12 Rossall Street and 
Robert’s occupation was given as Unemployed General Labourer. 
 
Robert enlisted in the 12th Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers, which was formed in Bury in September 1914 as 
part of Kitchener’s Third New Army (K3). They moved to Seaford, near Newhaven, Sussex to join the 65th 
Brigade of the 22nd Division. This was a new camp which was built to house and train the 22nd Division, and 
consisted mainly of Regiments from northwest England and Wales. The Division consisted of fifteen infantry 
battalions separated into 65th, 66th and 67th Brigades.  The North Camp and the South Camp at Seaford could 
house approximately 18,000 men.  The Battalion moved to Eastbourne for a spell, then back to Seaford in April 
1915, before moving to Aldershot. 
 
It is thought that Robert became unfit for duty at Seaford and was sent home to Pendleton to recover. However, 
he died on 3rd June at the age of 33.  
He was buried at Weaste Cemetery on 7th June 1915 in Grave L 255 with a Commonwealth Graves Commission 
headstone 
In 1917, Robert’s widow Elizabeth married again to Henry Goulding at St Thomas’s Church, Pendleton. 
 
 
 
 
Private 4322 William Hulme 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Mrs Emily Hulme of 41 Duncan Street, Salford; received word that her husband was killed at Ypres on 13th June. 
Emily received a letter from one of William’s mates saying that he was lighting a cigarette when an explosive 
bullet blew a portion of his skull away and that he died instantly. 
Prior to the war he worked at the corn merchants on Oldfield Road. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
‘Pte William Hulme 
Beloved father of the above*                                    *daughter Ethel 
Killed at Ypres 
June 13th 1915, aged 31 years’ 
 



 
Corporal 8585 Sylvester Scanlon 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
 
Sylvester served on the Western Front.  
He was injured and brought back to England. 
He died of wounds on 11th April 1915, at the Bevan Hospital, Sandgate in Kent. 
 He was buried on 17th April in the Cahill family grave at Weaste Cemetery.  
 
Sylvester was born in the St George sub-district of Manchester in 1883.  
His father was John Scanlon, born in Ireland in 1833 and described as a Pensioner in 1881 and a Labourer in 1891.  
(The registration of his children’s births suggests he may have been a soldier).  
His mother was Mary, born in 1845 possibly in Ireland.  
 
The 1881 census (just before Sylvester was born) shows the family living at 29, Walter Street, Manchester.  
John and Mary’s children were  
John Henry (born 1866 in Gibraltar),  
William Rubin (born 1868 in India), 
Walter (born 1870 in Cape, South Africa), 
Edward (born 1872 at Cape, South Africa),  
Mary Ann (born 1877 at Liverpool),  
George (born 1880 Manchester) and  
Elizabeth (born 1880 Manchester).  
 
The 1891 census shows the family living at Bigland Street, Salford with Edward (aged 20) slipper maker,  
Mary A (aged 14) cob reeler,  
George (aged 11) scholar and  
Sylvester (aged 8) scholar.  
In 1901 Sylvester, with brother William Rubin were living with their older brother John Henry, his wife Margaret  
and their four children at 32 Clement Street, Salford. 
 Sylvester was described as a Cloth Packer. In 1911,  
Sylvester married Alice Birkenshaw (or Birkinshaw).  
She was the daughter of Herbert Birkinshaw and Agnes, nee Cahill. 
 
The local newspaper reported  
“The death took place at Bevan Hospital, Sandgate Kent on Sunday last of Corporal Sylvester Scanlon 
 of 10 Talbot Street, off Gloucester Street, Salford, from wounds received in action at St. Eloi on March 17th.  
Corporal Scanlon had formerly served eight years with the colours and was called up as a Reservist at the 
 outbreak of war.  
He was in the 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers and had been with the Expeditionary Force almost since the first days  
of the war. 
 
He was working on the top of a trench at St Eloi, when he was shot by a German sniper.  
The bullet passed right through his body, severely injuring the spinal column, and a comrade, 
 who was behind him was seriously wounded in the arm by the same bullet.  
Corporal Scanlon had many narrow escapes. In one charge at La Bassee, his hat was carried away, 
on the bayonet of a German, and on another occasion the epulette was shot off his shoulder.  
On Christmas morning at La Bassee he distinguished himself by carrying a wounded comrade to a plac 
of safety from a position of great danger.  
He was in the battle of Neuvre Chapelle, through which he passed unscathed.  
Corporal Scanlon was in hospital in Sandgate 16 days, but his case was hopeless from the first.” 
He died on 11th April of wounds received. 
He has a Commonwealth Graves Commission headstone. 
 
 



 
Rifleman 2137 Edward Wilson, 1st battalion King’s Royal Rifle Corps, 
 
Edward joined the King’s Royal Rifle Brigade and was killed in action on the first day of the Battle of Festubert on 
15th May 1915. 
 
He was born in Pendleton in 1881. Although it is not clear in the records, it is most likely that Edward’s father was 
James Wilson (born 1852) as inscribed on the family gravestone. Although there are a number of James Wilsons 
at this time there is a marriage in 1870 of a James Wilson and a Rosena King at St Mary the Virgin, Eccles in 
1870. The gravestone reveals that James had a daughter named Mary Ann (Edward’s sister) and she had a 
daughter named Rosena. (This could be a coincidence of course). 
 
What we do know is that Edward Wilson was married to an Annie. The best match is to Annie Murphy in 1909 at 
St.George’s Church, Salford (but once again no definite proof). Edward’s address was given as 18 New 
Strawberry St, Pendleton. 
 
Edward Wilson joined the 1st Battalion, King’s Own Rifle Corps. When war broke out on 4th August 1914, the 1st 
Battalion KRRC was based at Aldershot. On 13th August, they proceeded to France with the British Expeditionary 
Force, landing at Rouen and remaining on the Western Front throughout the war. The Battalion took part in the 
Battle of Mons (23rd to 24th August), Affair of Landrecies (25th August), Rearguard Affair of Le Grand Fayt (26th 
August), Rearguard Action of Villers Cotterets (1st September), the Battle of the Marne (7th to 10th September), 
the Battle of the Aisne (12th to 15th September), the Action of the Aisne Heights (20th September) and the First 
Battle of Ypres, which included the Battle of Langemarck (21st to 24th October), the Battle of Gheluvelt (29th to 
31st October) and the Battle of Nunne Bosschen (11th November). During the Winter Operations, they saw action 
at the Affairs of Cuinchy (29th January to 6th February 1915).  
 
During the spring of 1915 the 1st Battalion took part in the Battle of Festubert (15th to 25th May). It was on the 
first day of this battle that Rifleman Edward Wilson was killed in action. He was 34 years of age. 
 
Rifleman Edward Wilson is remembered at Le Touret Memorial, Panels 32 and 33, at the east end of Le Touret 
Military Cemetery, not far from Festubert, France. The memorial commemorates over 13,400 British soldiers who 
were killed in this sector of the Western front from the beginning of October 1914 to the eve of the Battle of Loos 
on 24th September 1915 and who have no known grave.  
He is also remembered on his sister’s, (Mary Ann Gregory) gravestone F 2408 in Weaste Cemetery, Salford. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
 
‘Edward Wilson, 
Son of the above 
Killed in action somewhere in France 
May 15th 1915 
He nobly answered duty’s call’ 
 
 
Private 3776 James Eccles 2nd battalion Lancashire Regiment 
Jim lived at 43 Tenerriffe Street, Higher Broughton. 
He enlisted on 9 August 1914 and was reported killed in action near Ypres. 
Unmarried Jim work for Booth’s of Lower Mosley Street Manchester prior to the war 
 
The family headstone reads: 
 
‘Jim Eccles 
Killed in action June 23, 1915 
In God’s keeping’ 
 



 Remembered this quarter at Peel Green Cemetery 
 

Surname 
Christian 

Name 
Age Date 

Serv 
# 

Rank Unit 
CWGC 

memorial 
Peel Green 

Rhodes Henry 23 20-Apl-1915 22396 Sapper 17th Field Coy Royal Engineers Ypres     

Thomas Reginald J 31 03-May-1915 38065 Private 1st Batt Dorestshire Regt Hazebrouck A 3680 

Hancock John 40 13-May-1915 5370 Private 2nd Batt Life Guards   Ypres K 13062 

Lowther John A 29 18-May-1915 
Z-
2227 

Rifleman  Rifle Brigade  Peel Green L 19458 

Collinge Robert 18 28-May-1915 1720 Private 1st/5th Batt Manchester Regt Helles A 3661 

Ferguson John 30 28-May-1915 1414 Private 1st/5th Batt Manchester Regt   Helles A2 1242 

Frith George 20 28-May-1915 1381 Rifleman 2nd Batt Royal Irish Rifles  Le Touquet J 13456 

Ryder Archibald D 22 04-Jun-1915 1761 Private 1st/6th Manchester Regt   Helles G 17520 

Smith James S   05-Jun-1915 1944 Private 1st/5th Batt Manchester Regt Helles C3 7727 

Cunningham Thomas 20 06-Jun-1915 1322 Private 1st / 7th Lancashire Fusiliers Helles     

Fallows J A 50 06-Jun-1915   
Lieutenant 
Colonel 

8th Batt Lancashire Fusiliers  
Helles 

J 13518 

Kay Harold 22 06-Jun-1915 2386 Private 
1st/6th Batt Manchester 
Regiment 

Lancashire 
Lding 

E 16096 

Bradshaw Arthur 23 12-Jun-1915 1131 Sapper 1st Lancs Royal Engineers Helles M 18820 

Greatbanks Joseph E 34 20-Jun-1915         A 2787 

Bleackley Edward 18 26-Jul-1915 1977 Private 
1st /6th Batt Manchester 
Regiment 

Alexandria M 18686 

 
Joseph E. Greatbanks 
The family headstone reads: 
‘Joseph E. their son 
Who died in France 20th June 1915. 
aged 34 years’ 
Apart from what is on the headstone no other information can be found 
 
 
 
Sapper 22396 Henry Rhodes, 17th Field Co Royal Engineers 
Henry the son of John and Mary Rhodes of Fox Street, Eccles was killed in action on 20th April at Ypres. 
He was a former member of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic schools. 
Before the War, Henry worked at Gardeners Engineering Works. 
He had been in the Army since 1911 and was with his regiment, the Royal Engineers, at the Curragh near Dublin 
at the outbreak of War. He went with the Expeditionary Force to France. 
In his last letter to his mother he said he was in the best of health. 
He said that where he was like Manchester with markets, a big town hall and large public building. 
He also stated his was building huts for the infantry and oddly the first unit to use them were the Manchester 
Regiment and among them were many of his friends. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
Henry Rhodes 
Who was killed in action 20 April 1915, 
Aged 23 years 
Buried at Ypres, Belgium



 
Private 38065 Reginald J. Thomas 1st battalion Dorsetshire Regiment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Private 5370 John Hancock 2nd battalion Life Guards 
John was youngest of three sons born to Matthew and Elizabeth Hancock.  
All the boys were to born in Pendleton. 
John first enlisted with the 3rd Dragoons Guards in Manchester on 15th August 1895 when he was aged 18. 
He was made a Lance Corporal on 17th May 1899. 
He served two spells in the Boer War, the first for a period of 281 days starting in November 1899 and ending in 
August 1900 during which time he spent nearly 4 weeks in hospital suffering form enteric fever 
The second spell he was there for 30 months from News Years Day 1901. 
On 14th May 1901 he was promoted to full Corporal. 
He was demoted back to Private on 23rd February 1902 after he was taken prisoner by ‘neglect’ but later earned a 
‘good conduct’ badge 
John remained a reservist till being mobilised on 5th August last year and by the 19th of that month was with the 
Expeditionary Force in France. 
John married Mary Rathbone at Bethesda Chapel, on Broad Street, Salford, on Boxing Day 1904 
On 9th October 1905 their son John was born. 
John was a driver on Salford trams prior to the war. 
John was killed in action about three miles outside Ypres. 
He is remembered at Ypres (Belgium) 
 

The family headstone reads: 
John (second Life Guards) 
Who was killed at Ypres 
May 13th 1915, aged 40 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reginald was the third eldest son of Robert and Mary Jane Thomas.   
Mary died in Eccles in 1904 
Oddly his father Robert died on August 4th 1914, the day war was declared 
Reginald was born in Sherborne in Dorset and prior to the war worked as a 
clerk at Westinghouse in Trafford Park. He was also a reservist with the Dorset 
Regiment. He fought nearly all winter around Ypres. 
He and many of his colleges were reported missing after a German gas attack 
in the vicinity of Hill 61 (south east of Ypres).  
At the time our soldiers had no defence against this type of warfare. 
He is remembered at Hazebrouck (France) 

The family headstone reads: 
“who died from the effects of gas 

‘His bit’ 
May 3rd 1915, aged 31 years. 

Interred in Hazebrouck New Cemetery, France.” 
‘Though lost to sight, to memory ever dear’ 



Rifleman Z 2227 John A. Lowther 1st battalion Rifle Brigade 
 

 
 
On Tuesday 18th May his father was advised that John’s condition had become serious and his brother Frank left 
the same morning for Oxford.  
Frank was at his brother’s bedside when he died. 
The local paper reported that “a gallant Britisher, who sacrificed business, a comfortable home, numerous good 
friends and finally his life for his country. Great sympathy is felt for the family.” 
 
On the family headstone reads: 

“who gave his life for his country” 
 

 
 
Private 1720 Robert Collinge 1st / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The family headstone reads: 

‘at rest’ 

John was born Battersea, the youngest of three sons of Horatio and Emma Lowther. 
His father was superintendent of the railways bookstalls. 
Before the war John spent six months with the 6th Battalion Manchester Territorial’s. 
He was an Eccles Grammar School boy and played lacrosse for the Eccles Club. 
At the start of the war he was in business in the cotton industry.  
When called up he gave up his partnership and re-enlisted joining the Rifle Brigade as 
a private on September 1st.  
Due to his previous military training he was soon promoted to Corporal.  
After training he went to Flanders with the Expeditionary Force in late November. 
After months of fighting he was shot in the right leg on 11th May. 
After treatment at a field hospital he was sent to the Military hospital at Oxford. 
 

Robert, then aged 16, joined the Manchester Territorial’s in 1913 and trained at 
Eccles Drill Hall along with the other local men. 
At the outbreak of war the unit became as the ‘C Company’ 1st/5th Manchester 
Regiment. 
  
Prior to the war he was with the Church Lads Brigade with Patricroft Parish 
Church, at whose schools he was educated. 
He was an apprentice at Browett Lindley at the Sandon Works in of Clifford Street 
in Patricroft, where he seen as a very well respected lad. 
He was the second eldest son of a widowed mother 
His father, Thomas, died in 1912 age 37 years, leaving his wife Francis with 
seven children. 
Robert was killed in action at Gallipoli; he died shortly after being shot in the chest 
during contact with the enemy. 
Along with several other local men the date of his death was not accurately known 
for some time. 
He is remembered at Helles (Turkey) 



Private 1414 John Ferguson    1st / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment   
by Tony Flynn (Salfordonline) 
 
John Ferguson was born in 1885 and lived at Elery Cottage, Devonshire Road and like his father also called 
John, was a bricklayer by trade.  
He married Mary Ann Riding at Eccles Parish Church on 23 December 1911.  
 
John was in the Territorial Army from 1910 - 1914 based at Patricroft Drill Hall, Cromwell Road and was under the 
control of the Wigan Battalion of the 5th Manchester Regiment.  
 
On August 5th 1914 he was called up and became a bugler in C (Eccles) Company of the 1/5th Manchester 
Regiment.  
The Eccles and Patricroft Journal on 18th June 1915 published a letter from Sergt Pickles of John Ferguson's 
Regiment.  
"I am still in the land of the living, but you never know who is the next to be bowled over. 
I am sorry to say we have had 17 killed and 57 wounded.  
Poor Johnny Ferguson was one of those killed.  
We had to advance and dig ourselves in, and I don't think any of us worked harder in our lives. We got through 
without any casualties but Ferguson and a man named ‘Collinge’ got killed later in the day and another named 
‘Day’ was wounded in the head. 
They say the Turks can't fight but they are well entrenched and they wait for us to come.” 
 
The same paper published in its Roll of Honour section the following: 
"Official notification was received yesterday by his wife at 21 Silk Street, Eccles, of the death of Bugler John 
Ferguson of the Eccles Company of the 5th Manchester Territorial’s. 
 
"Rumours of Ferguson's death in Gallipoli had been prevalent in the town for over a week.  
The official notification of his death however gives his date of his death as 11th June.  
Ferguson was very popular in the Eccles district and his death cast quite a gloom over the town.  
He was 30 years of age and had a long connexion with the Volunteer Force, extending over the past three years.  
Amongst lads he was a great favourite and the boys of King St. Mission Life Brigade, to whom he acted as an 
instructor, deeply mourn his loss.  
Sad to think that this brave man was killed in May and yet his family didn't receive the news of his death until mid 
June and for decades thought he died on June 11th (this date is on two family headstones remembering him) 
John Ferguson's name is inscribed on the monuments at Helles Memorial, Turkey and Eccles Parish Church 
 

 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Editors Note: 
John Ferguson is my wife’s great uncle. 
Segt Pickles is my great uncle. 

From the ‘Feguson’ family headstone. 
Note the date….it’s the same on his wife’s headstone. 
The family did not know the true date of his death until 1997 



 
Rifleman 1381 George Frith 2nd battalion Royal Irish Rifles                                                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Private 1761 Archibald Douglas Ryder 1st / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment 
 

 
 

 
As the men began to cheer and fire their rifles, the Turks opened fire with machine guns.  
Moments later, the barrage started up again, killing many of them.  
At noon, the leading platoons of ‘Manchesters’ left the protection of their trenches and charged across the 200 
yards of ‘No Man's Land’ in good order.  
They were hit by thunderous rifle and machine gun fire.  
Within 5 minutes, they were in the Turkish front line and were engaged in fierce hand-to-hand fighting.  
As they secured the trench, the other half of the 6th ‘Manchesters’ ran past them to take the Turkish support 
trench. The attack of the 5th, 7th and 8th ‘Manchester’s had also gone well.  
However, units on either side of the Manchester Brigade had been less successful.  
The Turks were now on three sides of the Brigade and, by mid-afternoon, it was becoming impossible to hold the 
position. An order for withdrawal back to the original Turkish front line was ordered at 6.30pm,  
 
770 men of the 6th ‘Manchesters’ had gone into action. By nightfall, when the roll was called, only 160 were fit 
enough to answer. 48 men had been killed. 
The Battalion would be in the firing line for three more days before it was relieved and would suffer another 100 
deaths.  
(Used by permission of John Hartley from the web site:  www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/hartley/worthington.htm) 
 
 
 
 
 

George was born in Pendleton, the third of seven sons.  
He also had a sister Annie who was married and had two children of her own. 
The family of William and Mary lived at Reginald Street, Peel Green in 1915. 
He worked as a driller at the Westinghouse factory in Trafford Park 
 
He enlisted early autumn 1914 and had been fighting on the front since early spring 
On 24 May the Germans released a gas attack on a 7-kilometre (4.3 mi) front near 
the village of Hooge.  
British troops were able to defend against initial German attacks but were eventually 
forced to retreat to the north and south. Failed British counterattacks forced a British 
retreat 1-kilometre (0.62 mi) northwards 
Upon the end of the battle the Ypres salient was 5 kilometres (3.1 mi) deep.  
 
George died of his wounds at #1 British Red Cross Hospital (Duchess of 
Winchester’s Hospital) 
 

Born in Swinton, he lived in Monton 
He enlisted, in the Territorial’s, in 1912 in Manchester where he worked at the Vulcan 
Boiler Insurance Company in King Street. 
 

Archibald was killed in the following action 
The plan for the 4 June attack was well thought out and executed. 
At 8am, there was an intense bombardment of the enemy trenches. 
At 11.20am, all the guns would fall silent and the infantry cheered as though about to 
attack.  
It was hoped that this would lure the Turks into manning their front line which would 
then be bombarded again. The real attack would then take place.  
Half the battalion would be in the first wave, ordered to take the enemy front line 
trench.  
The other half would be in the second wave following 15 minutes later.  
The plan worked!  

http://www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/hartley/worthington.htm


Private 2386 Harold Kay 1st / 6th Manchester Regiment 
 

 
 
He is remembered at Lancashire Landing (Turkey) and Eccles Parish Church 
 
 
 
Private 1944 James Sydney Smith 1st / 5th Manchester Regiment 
 
James was born in the Beeston Hill district of Leeds, he enlisted in Patricroft. 
He was a scholar of Christ Church and a very keen scout. 
He acted as assistant scoutmaster of the Eccles scouts under Scoutmaster Morris. 
James was well liked by the lads and the comrades of the Eccles Territorial’s. 
He worked for about 8 years at Schofields grocery shop in Patricroft.  
Then he worked at Herbert Smiths corn merchants shop on Worsley Road. 
He wrote to his parents when he was approaching the Gallipoli peninsula on a troopship, 
In consoling his mother he says: ‘that my destiny is in the hands of God but I think I will pull through’ 
 
Writing to James’s mother, a comrade, Private Unsworth said ‘as I fell, hit in the leg, I saw James in the charge in 
front of me. I never saw him again’ 
 
The following article could not have been complied without the help of:- 
South Ribbble Museum 
Lisa Halpin at Chorley Library 
Josh Walker at Harris Library (Preston) who provided the photo 

 
 
James became a Director of the Leyland & Birmingham Rubber Company. 
He had a long service with the Lancashire Fusiliers Territorial force. 
He was well liked and respected by officers and men alike. 
He was a major force in recruitment in Salford at the outbreak of war 
He was commanding his battalion having succeeded Col. Moss in January 1915.  
They were one of the units sent from Egypt to the Dardanelles and had been fighting in the Gallipoli peninsula. 
Col. Fallows was an Eccles man and was brother-in-law to Sir F. Smith of Manchester.   
Capt. E. S. Humphrey, who was engaged to one of Col. Fallows’ daughters, was also killed in action. 

Harold was born in Harpurhey and enlisted in Manchester at the 
outbreak of war. 
Harold trained for 3 weeks at the Littleborough camp and then went to 
Egypt with the regiment. 
In a letter home, dated 31st May written in a cheerful tone he 
describes: ‘the terrible time they had been undergoing and the 
difficulties caused by a cloudburst which flooded all the trenches’ 
 
Prior to the war he was an apprentice at Browett & Lindley which he 
sacrificed due to his high sense of duty. 
He died of wounds received in the same action as Archibald Ryder 
above. 
 Again, due to the ‘fog of war’ the family thought he died a fortnight 
after his mother when he actually died on the same day 

Lieutenant Colonel James Albert Fallows 1st/8th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
 James was born in Eccles 1864, the son of Rebecca and John Fallows a cabinet maker, 
employing nine people. 
John was born in Scotland and his wife Rebecca was born in Sunderland. 
In 1871 the family is living at Rock Villa, Barton 
In 1891 James is a border at a house in Burnage and his occupation recorded as rubber 
company manager 
In 1901 he is living at 6 Park Road, Pendleton with his wife Eva and daughters Evelyn and 
Winifred  
James’s occupation is recorded as a rubber company manager 
 



 
Some newspaper clips about James 
Colonel Fallows of Moss Lane, Leyland, the Officer Commanding the 7th (sic) Lancashire Fusiliers at Salford, has 
received the present of a handsome charger.  (Advertiser Saturday 15 August 1914) 

 
A report of the death, killed in action, of Col. J. A. Fallows in the Dardanelles.  
He succeeded Col. Moss in command of the Battalion in January 1915. 
Capt. E. S. Humphrey, who was engaged to one of Col. Fallows’ daughters, is also killed in action.  
(Lancashire Daily Post Thursday 10 June 1915) 

 
They were one of the units sent from Egypt to the Dardanelles and they have been in the thick of the fighting in 
the Gallipoli peninsular. Col. Fallows’ wife and two daughters followed him to Egypt and are still there.  
He resided at Minden, Moss Lane, Leyland and was a sidesman at St. Ambrose church, and was commercial 
manager and a departmental director of the Leyland and Birmingham Rubber Company.  
Col. Fallows was a Manchester man and was brother in law to Sir F. Smith of Manchester 
(Lancashire Daily Post Thursday 10 June 1915) 

 
A Memorial Service was held at St. Ambrose, Leyland on Thursday night, June 17 for Lt. Col. Fallows.  
Many bodies were represented the service was conducted by the Rev. A. Evington.  
The address was given by the Rev. F. E. Hutchinson and the Rev. C. H. Dyer was also present  
(Chorley Guardian and Leyland Hundred Advertiser Saturday 19 June 1915) 

 
 “A Rattling Fighter” Col. Fallows’ Tribute to the Lancashire Man  
‘The Lancashire man is a rattling fighter’ is the tribute paid to his men by the late Col. J. A. Fallows, of the 8 
Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, who, it will be remembered, was killed in action in the Dardanelles early in the 
present month. It is contained in a letter written on May 18 and received by his brother in Oxford a few days ago, 
from which the following extracts are made: 
 
“I have been fighting two days and then six days in front line trenches and now the battalion is retired a little to 
have two or three days rest before moving forward to the front again. 
“The Brigadier General has spoken highly of our battalion, and one officer, Middleton, has been mentioned for 
Scout work between our trenches and the enemy a few hundred yards away.  
One night we built eighty yards of trench so quietly that the enemy never spotted us, but the next morning, when 
they spotted us they blazed into us but they were too late. It was a nerve trying ordeal and we stood to arms all 
night, with artillery in support, but we never lost a man, thank God.  
The General was greatly pleased. The men are very steady and reserve their fire. 
“I had a ten days beard shaved yesterday, but I have not had my boots off for twelve days till last night, or my 
clothes. The men are well fed and in good heart; indeed the Lancashire man is a rattling fighter, we live now in 
holes dug out of the ground, and the men have made quite ingenious devices to keep shell fire out.” 
(Daily Post Monday 21 June 1915) 

 
 
James was also remembered at several church services in Lancashire during June 1915 
 
On a family headstone* at Peel Green Cemetery Eccles  
(*for his daughter Marjory Thelma who died 16th December 1896) 
 
It reads: 
In memoriam 
Lieut. Colonel J.A.Fallows 
8th Lancashire Fusiliers 
Fell in action at the Dardenelles 
1915 
 
A true soldier of the Cross 



Remembered this quarter at Agecroft Cemetery 
 

Agecroft Surname Forename Age Date 
Serv 

 # 
Rank Unit 

CWGC                     
Memorial Plot Grave 

BAKER Hodgson 37 08-May-1915 3894 Private 1st Batt Kings Own Lancaster Ypres  26 577 

BALL Frank 19 08-May-1915 1362 Rifleman 1st Batt Royal Irish Rifles Ploegstreet     

LEWIS James W 21 09-May-1915 1570 Rifleman 1st Batt Royal Irish Rifles Ploegstreet     

ANLEZARK Joseph H   14-May-1915 Z 1077 Rifleman Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consorts Own) Ypres   25   

KITE G   17-May-1915 19485 Private 2nd Batt East Lancashire Regiment Agecroft  5 141 

WILSON John W 40 01-Jun-1915 57 C.Q.M.S. 16th Batt. Manchester Regiment Helles 25 196 

CLUFF Albert 17 04-Jun-1915 1753 Private 1st / 6th Manchester Regiment Helles     

MILLS W 23 14-Jun-1915 2122 Private 2nd /8th Batt Lancashire Fusiliers East Mudros     

LANGTON C   18-Jun-1915 4952 Private 2nd Border Regiment Agecroft  5 7 

THOMASON Samuel 38 27 – Jun-1915 2633 Private 8th King's Liverpool Regiment Boulogne C 3.1 
 

Private 19485 George Kite 2nd battalion East Lancashire Regiment 
George was born in Pendleton and had served with the territorial’s for four years 
George also served with the Lancashire Fusiliers with service number 3489 
He was wounded in action around the Ypres area. 
George died at the Kent Military Hospital and his body sent home by rail. 
He had a full military funeral at Agecroft Cemetery were he has a Commonwealth war Grave headstone 
 
Private 1753 Albert Cluff 1st /6th battalion Manchester Regiment 
Albert was born in Levenshulme and enlisted in Manchester 
He had served as a territorial with the ‘Manchester’s’ prior to the war. 
His regiment was sent to Egypt, landing at Alexandria on 25 September 1915. 
They landed at Gallipoli on 6 May 1915. 
Albert was killed in action during the third battle of Krithia.   
(See Private 1761 Archibald Douglas Ryder in Peel Green section) 
His parents John and Julia lived at 309 Great Cheetham Street East in Broughton 
Albert was an excellent swimmer who won many prizes at galas in the district. 
He worked at Tee, Richardson & Rycroft in Portland Street Manchester. 
 

The family headstone reads: 
‘Albert, their son 
who was killed in action at the Dardanelles 
June 4th 1915, aged 17 Years & 4 months. 
Sleep on dear son, in a far off land 
In a grave I shall never see, 
But as long as life and memory last 
I will remember thee’ 
 

Sergeant 57 John William Wilson 16th battalion Manchester Regiment 
John William Wilson was born in Salford in 1875 
John enlisted in Manchester and was in The Manchester Regiment, he was awarded the Victory Medal, the 
British Medal and the Star Medal. 
John is remembered on a headstone in Agecroft Cemetery, plot 25 grave 196 
John was 40 years old when he was killed in action in Gallipoli on the 1st June 1915.  
His widow Hannah was awarded £12.3.3d from his personal effects. 
In 1891 John was living with his widowed Mother Elizabeth, she was a shopkeeper of provisions and they lived at 
27 George Street Islington. Prior to living at this address he was living at 30 Factory Lane Islington which was his 
Grandmother’s home. In 1910 John was married to Hannah and they lived at 5 Meadow Road with their two 
children Evelyn who was 3 and John who was 1. 
In 1911 John and Hannah were still living in Meadow Road, Lower Broughton but they now lived at no.71, they 
now had 4 children Evelyn was 13, John was 11, Dorothy was 6 and Edna was 4. John and Hannah had been 
married in 1897 and the 1911 census showed that they had had 7 children but only 4 of them were living. Also in 
the house was Johns sister Charlotte Bates, she was 28 and single. Evelyn, his daughter who was 13, was an 
apprentice dressmaker. John Wilson was a Billiard Table Repairer. After his death in 1915 Hannah his wife lived 
as a widow until her death in 1948. Hannah did not marry again and died in 1948 



 
Private 2633 Samuel Thomason 8th battalion King's Liverpool Regiment 
 
 
The family headstone reads:                                                                                                 
 
Samuel, beloved husband of Ester 
Who died fighting for his country in France 
June 27th 1915 aged 38 years 

.  
 
 
 
 

Samuel was born in Swinton and for many years worked at Deans Mill.  
He was also the secretary of Station Road Primitive Methodist School.  
He moved to Preston with his family and in 1911 was living at Parker Street 
and recorded as a ‘cotton twister’. 
He enlisted in Preston soon after the outbreak of war. 
After training he was drafted out to France in the spring of 1915. 
He first went into action during Whit Week (starting 23rd May)  
 
During the fighting around Festubert on 16th June he received a head wound, 
presumably by a sniper. 
At first this wound was not thought to be serious and his wife, Ester, was 
notified by the War Office, to that effect. 
However the wound did respond to treatment. 
Early July his wife received another notification, this time from the Sister at a 
base hospital in Boulogne that Samuel had died on 27th June  
This was confirmed by an official letter from the War Office. 
His brother, Thomas lived at Dudley Street, Pendleton 
 
The family headstone reads: 
Samuel, beloved husband of Ester 
Who died fighting for his country in France 
June 27th 1915 aged 38 years 
Gone but not forgotten. 



Remembered this quarter at Swinton Cemetery 
 

Swinton 
Surname Forename Age Date 

Serv 
# 

Rank Unit 
CWGC                     

Memorial  Plot Grave 
McCracken Clement 20 12-Apr-1915 2799 Private Royal Scots (1st/9th) Boullogne A 1659 

Thomason Samuel 38 27-Jun-1915 2633 Private The King's Liverpool Regt (8th) Boluogne C 557 

Cartwright Samuel 18 30-Jun-1915 1927 Private Lancashire Fusiliers (1st/7th) Redoubt C 231.00 

 
 
Private 2799 John Clement McCracken 1st/9th battalion Royal Scottish Highlanders 
Better known as Clem, he was born in Patricroft and enlisted on 14 November 1914. 
Trained in Edinburgh and went to France, landing at La Harve on 26 February. 
He battalion became part of 81st Brigade British Army. 
Clem took part in a number of battles near Ypres and was in the front line. 
After a fight lasting all day Clem and his pals had just left the firing trench going to the billet area for the night. 
Then a shell exploded above them 
Seven men were killed and over forty injured. 
Clem was one of the many who received shrapnel wounds 
He died as a result of these wounds in a base hospital. 
Prior to the war he was a clerk with the railway and was educated at Urmston Higher Elementary School 
A fine athlete, Clem won many prizes for his running. 
 

The family headstone reads 
‘Pte Clem McCraken 
1/9th Royal Scots HGLDRS 
Died of wounds in France 
12th April 1915, age 20 years’ 
 
 
Private 2633 Samuel Thomason 8th (Irish) battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment 
Samuel was born in Swinton and in 1881 was living with his parents, John and Mary at Sutherland Street 
By 1901 Samuel was married to Ester and living at 29 Cemetery Road, Swinton. 
They had a son, James, born 22 February 1900. 
His parents lived next door at number 27 
By 1911 Samuels family were living at 82 Parker Street, Preston and an addition to the family being Martha who 
was born on 26 may 1903. On both censuses Samuel is recorded as being a cotton twister 
 
Samuel enlisted 30 September 1914 at Liverpool. 
His army record show Samuel and Ester had another child, Henry, on 12 December 1911. 
This record also shows Samuels brothers and sisters, 
Thomas (46) living at 9 Dudley Road, Pendleton 
John (39) living at 16 Wardley Street, Swinton 
Eli (29) living at the Police Station, Cadishead. 
Mrs. Margaret Alice Bryan (37) living at 1 Victoria Street, Pendlebury 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hough (27) living at 17 Carr Street, Swinton  
 
Samuel was admitted to a field hospital on 10 May 1915 with ‘abrasion of foot’ 
He was transferred to #4 Casualty Clearing Station at Lillers later in the day.  
On 16 June he was reported as ‘wounded in action with shrapnel wound to the head’. 
He was admitted to 2nd Highland Field Ambulance.  
On 17 June he was sent the Highland Causality Clearing Station by 4th Motor Ambulance convoy.   
On 18 June was then sent by Ambulance train to Lillers and was admitted to 13th General Hospital at Boulonge 
On 20 June he was reported as ‘doing well’ 
Samuel died at 7:30am on 25 June 
 

The family headstone reads 
‘who died fighting for his country in France 
27 June 1915, aged 38 years 
Gone but not forgotten’ 



Can you help us? 
 
 
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a 
headstone in a Salford Cemetery? 
 
We would like to hear from you. 
 
Please contact on of the following 
 
 
Peter Kilvert   pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com 

 
 
Jean Coward   btj.coward@ntlworld.com 

 
 
Sue Tydd   susantydd@hotmail.com 
 
 
Gerald Tidswell  tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
We also acknowledge the help of the following  
 
Gary Helsby    Swarm 
 
Duncan McCormick   Local History Library 
 
Tony Flynn    Salford on Line 
 
Alex Bolas 
 
CWGC 
 
John Hartley for use of information from the web site:  www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/hartley/worthington.htm) 
South Ribbble Museum 
Lisa Halpin at Chorley Library 
Josh Walker at Harris Library (Preston)   
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