
 

       Four CemeterieS and a war   
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American bomb 
On July 2nd a bomb planted by a German student from Cornell University destroyed a reception room in the Senate 
building. The man also shot and wounded the pro British banker William Pierpoint Morgan. 
The German committed suicide in prison four days later. 
 
Wounded in six places 
Mr. George Meakin of Huxley Avenue, Cheetham Hill writes to say that Pte. Thomas Dixon 2nd battalion King’s Own 
Lancasters has been wounded in six places. Pte Dixon is now a prisoner of war in hospital at Nuernberg    . 
(Manchester Courier 5th July 1915) 
 

 
East Lancashire aid for the wounded 
The following brief notes of the work done by the branch organisation of the Red Cross Society in East Lancashire, 
since the outbreak of war till 5th July 1915. 
224 classes for training men and women in first aid and home nursing have been held. 
These classes resulted in 5500 people reaching certificate standard.  
The classes are on going. 
 
Transport work 
Cars at disposal of branch (including 200 from Cheshire branch) 450  
Ambulances at disposal of branch (including 14 from Cheshire branch) 72  
Ambulance trains met at Mayfield Station, Manchester 135  
Ambulance trains met at Whalley 2  
Ambulance trains met at Warrington   6  
Wounded transported from Mayfield Station to the military hospitals 20,939 
Wounded transported from Whalley Station to the Queen Mary War Hospital (Whalley) 366 
Wounded transported from Warrington Station to the Lord Derby War Hospital (Winwick) 967 
Wounded moved from military hospitals  
To auxiliary home hospitals 
One hospital to another 
To convalescent homes 

 
23,978 

Total transport of wounded 46,250 
 
 
Meeting the trains 
The refreshment party, consisting of a commandant and six Red Cross nurses met each of the 135 trains at Mayfield 
and supplied the wounded with hot drinks and other refreshments 
 
 
Beds 
The number of auxiliary home hospitals in the branch is 58, with a total of 2,341 beds. 
To date 9,767 causalities have passed through the hospitals. 
There are also eight convalescent homes with 45 beds. 
 
Some of the local auxiliary home hospitals are (number of beds in brackets) 
Fairhope, Pendleton (35) 
Moorlands, Kersal (81) 
Polefiled Hall, Heaton Park (45) 
Stenstone Hall, Broughton (30) 
(Manchester Courier 7th July 1915) 
 



 
 
The first year’s British casualties 
 In the House of Commons on Tuesday Mr. Tennant said the causalities for the first year of the war, up to 31st August 
1915, were: 
 

 Officers Men 
Killed or died of wounds 4,965 70,992 
Wounded 9,973 241,086 
Missing 1,501 53,465 
 
Total 

 
381,982 

 

 
   (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 17th September 1915) 
 
 
 

Local Men 

Included in an official list of 5th Manchester’s killed, published yesterday, are the names of  
Private A. Young, 28 Buxton Street, Eccles 
Private J.S. Smith, 17 Nelson Street, Patricroft. 
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 2nd July 1915) 
 

Private Samuel J Lawson of 12 Birch’s Square, Eccles has been killed in action at the Dardanelles. 
Samuel joined the 1st /5th Manchester’s ‘C’ (Eccles) company a few weeks before the war started. 
Prior to the war he worked at the New Eccles Rubber Company. 
He was a staunch teetotaller and his modest and upright character earned the esteem of all who knew him 
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 2nd July 1915) 
 

Writing home to his mother who lived at 184,Partington Lane, Swinton in a letter dated 10th July,  
Private J.W. Whittaker ‘B’ company 1st /7th Lancashire Fusiliers has said he has received ‘congraltulaions’ from 
Major General Douglas on the gallant action done by him on June 6th.  
He expalins to his mother that during the fighting in the Dardanelles his actions were a little more than what he did 
with the grenades in the trenches. In his letter he encloswed a cards bearing the signature of the Major General. 
He added that that he had not been wounded and never felt better. 
  
A few days after this letter he was wounded in battle and this resulted in him loosing his right hand 
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 3rd September 1915) 
 

 
Private 12262 George Wray of Earl Street, Swinton, was killed in action on 8th August in the Dardanelles. 
George was with 6th battalion King’s Own Royal Lancashires and was killed during a bayonet charge. 
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 10th September 1915) 
 

 
The relatives of Private William Unsworth of 28, Claremont Street, Salford have received the sad news that he has 
died of wounds at number 13 Staitionary Hospital in Boulogne. He was 32 years of age and had served all throught 
the South African War. Being a reserve he was called up August 1914 and was sent to France with 2nd battalion 
Manchester Regiment. Prior to the war he worked at Wheeldons Timber Merchants in nTraffoord Park. 
 
 
Private 2802 Peter Whatmough 2nd/7th battalion  Lancashire Fusiliers 
Peter enlisted in Salford while living at 49 Strawberry Hill, Pendleton, after previously being in the Volunteer 
Reserves prior to the war. 
He sailed from England on July 1st and arrived at the Dardanelles on 20th July and was sent straight to the trenches. 
During the sailing Peter was prmoted to Lance Corpral. 
After being in several battles Peter killed in action on 9th August. 
Before the war he was a driver on Salford trams 
He was a well known man in the arera and took an active interest in political life 
(Salford Reporter 11th September 1915) 

 
 
 



 
Rapid promotion 
 

   
 
 

Died whilst training 
Gunner Joseph P. Hall, of 10, Vicarage Grove, Eccles died last week in hospital at Forest Row in Sussex, whilst 
training with 2-17th Battery East Lancashire Royal Field Artillery. 
The deceased, who was an attendant at the Osborne Picture Palace in Eccles and had been employed for several 
years by Lomax Painter & Decorators as a painter. 
Prior to the war he had served his time in the Shropshire & Staffordshire TA. 
Joseph enlisted on 19th September 1914 into the 13th Manchester Regiment with the service number 6181 and 
transferred in January to the Artillery. 
He died from an attack of cerebral haemorrhage at the age of 37 years. 
He leaves a widow, Blanche Alice nee Short who he married on 29th June 1901 and five young children 
 
Salford’s fallen soldiers 
A memorial service was held at the Adelphi Lads’ Club, Salford, yesterday, for a number of former members of the 
club who have been killed in the War. Mr. Walter Southern presided, and an address was given by Mr. T.H. 
Nightingale. The collection was in aid of the Mayor of Salford’s Fund of the Alexandria Convalescent Home. 
The deceased members for whom the service was held are 
 
Sapper William Barlow Sergeant Harry Goodall Private J.B. Lockley 
Sergeant Arthur Barron Sapper George H. Grimshaw Private Albert Porter 
Private Frank Bowden Private Percy Hibbert Rifleman Richard Smethurst 
Sergeant W.E. Burton Private Tom Hill Petty Officer Charles Stephens 
Private Thomas Carlyle Lieutenant Alan C. Iliff Private Arthur Thornley 
Private Denis Garehan Private Norman Lloyd Private Dudley William 
(Manchester Courier 16 August 1915) 

 
 
Chronology of First World War 
6th August, 1915  Suvla Bay Offensive at Gallipoli 
 
5th September, 1915  Grand Duke Nikolai sacked as Commander-in-Chief 
 
11th Sept., 1915  First tank demonstrated to British military leaders 
 
25th Sept., 1915  Anglo-French Offensive at Artois-Loos 
 
 
Food on the home front 
In the early days of WW1, panic buying and hording caused food shortages at home.  
Some shops sold out of food in days.  
Then things settled down, however, the German Navy attempted to prevent imports to Britain by introducing 
unrestricted submarine warfare.  
Most foods were still available but the cost was rising steadily. 
Some women are now working the land, replacing the men who answered the King’s call to arm 

Quarter Master Sergeant George G. Cook, an Eccles man with 3rd /5th Manchester 
Regiment, now in training at Southport, is believed to hold the record for rapid 
promotion in the army. 
Cook who is 19, enlisted on 1st June.  
He had no previous experience with the Territorial’s or Boys Brigades but he was a 
smart gymnast. 
He was quickly promoted lance corporal, corporal, sergeant, sergeant major. 
Ten weeks later, he had risen to the highest non-commissioned officer, that of Quarter 
Master Sergeant of the battalion. Cook is an old Patricroft Christ Church scholar, and 
previous to the war employed in the offices of the Anglo American Oil Company in 
Manchester 
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 17th September 1915) 
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Women and the War 
 
London Procession 
 
 

            
      (The Daily Record 19th July 1915) 

     
 
 

Miss Knowles, of the Warrington Labour Exchange, has been deputed to select the candidates to be trained as 
gardeners by the Manchester Parks Committee, which is working with the Lancashire and Cheshire Committees fro 
promoting the employment of women in agriculture during the war. 
Arrangements are being made with regards to finding suitable living accommodation near Heaton Park for the six 
women who are to receive their tuition in what is known as the vegetable garden attached to this park. 
The local parks superintendent has not yet outlined the scheme of training and the hours of employment. 
(Manchester Courier 31st August 1915) 
 
 

Mr. H.E. Morgan, of the Ministry Of Munitions, stated on Monday night that, up to date 98,000 females had 
volunteered for munitions work. The questuion of employing women would be gone into at the earliest posible 
moment, but it would take some time to organise the women of the country. 
(Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 24 July 1915) 
 
 

Women van drivers 
In Salford young women are now being engaged as drivers of mineral water lorries, particularly those covering the 
suburbs. Young women ale also to be seen driving horses in milk carts and bread vans. 
(Sunday Mirror 25 July 1915) 
 
 

Success of women employees 
Salford Corporation now has 200 tramcars using 75miles of track. 
The number of tickets issued was 50,160,930 resulting in a gross profit of £81,229. 
407 youths and men have joined the Forces and the drain of so much labour was difficult to replace. 
The decision to use female wherever possible has proven to be very successful. 
Besides working as conductors the females are also working as receiving clerks and day car cleaners. 
 
The Council having decided that no employee should be at a financial loss consequent upon enlistment, the 
Committee have made up the wages of men to the extent of £6226 and the war bonus granted to the men in service 
of the tramways absorbs approximately £100 per week. (Manchester Courier 2 September 1915) 

The women’s war service procession in London this afternoon was 
largely spoiled by the weather, there having been a downpour of 
rain throughout the morning.  
The main object of the procession, which was assembled on the 
Embankment and marched through the West End, was to 
accompany a deputation to Mr. Lloyd George to impress upon him 
the desire of the women to assist with war work. The members of 
the deputation were to be received at the Ministry of Munitions 
about 5:30pm, and it was expected that Mr. Lloyd George would 
begin his speech in reply from a platform outside his office about 
6pm (Manchester Evening News 17th July 1915) 
 

Women’s war work in Manchester 
Though definite arrangements have not yet been decided on, the 
officials at the Manchester General Post Office are being forced 
further to consider the introduction of female labour in the postal 
service. 
At the present time a large number of women and girls are 
performing duties at the post office which hitherto have been 
discharged by men and boys, and it is now suggested that women 
should be employed in the sorting department. 
Never in the history of the General Post Office in Manchester have 
women been engaged as letter sorters and if the proposal is agreed 
to the experiment will be watched with interest little difficulty is likely 
to be experienced in filling vacancies 



 
 

Nurse Edith Cavell                                                                                                                                                      
 
 

 
 
 
In 1896 Edith was accepted to the Royal London hospital to begin her nursing training.  
After completing her training she went into private nursing dealing with cases of pleurisy, pneumonia and typhoid. 
Edith worked hard at her nursing to become the assistant matron at Shoreditch infirmary. 
Edith Cavell has links with Salford, she arrived here in 1906 to take up a temporary position for three months at 
Manchester and Salford Sick Poor Private Nursing Institution, one of the Queens District Nursing Homes, this 
institution later became Salford Royal Hospital.  
                                                                                         
Edith extended her stay in Salford until 1907 when at the request of Dr.Antoine Depage to nurse one of his patients. 
Depage opened a pioneering L’Ecole Belge Infirmary and he asked Edith Cavell to run it. 
Whilst in Salford Edith used to worship at Sacred Trinity Church in Salford. 
By 1912 Edith’s training programme is providing nurses for three hospitals, 24 communal schools and 13 
kindergartens. Edith gained more status in 1913 when Queen Elizabeth of Belgium asks for one of Edith’s nurses to 
treat her broken arm.  
                                                                                                                       
Edith returned to England in 1914 to visit her widowed Mother, but by August 1st she returned to Brussels feeling that 
her nursing skill would be required more than ever. 
Germany invaded Belgium August 4th resulting in Belgium and Britain declared war on Germany.                    
By August 20th causalities’ of all nationalities began pouring into Edith’s clinic; her clinic became a Red Cross clinic 
as nurses must not take part in the war on either side. 
 
On August 23rd The Battle of Mons begins and British soldiers are heavily outnumbered and in retreat.       
Many soldiers were cut off behind Enemy lines.                                                                                             
 Local people were rumoured to be sheltering them.                                                                                            
By September Edith agreed to join an underground group to help soldiers escape to neutral territory. 
 
Nurse Cavell arrested                                                                                                                                          
On August 5th 1915 Edith Cavell was arrested by German Secret Police.                                                      
They arrived at the Berkendael institute to arrest her after incriminating letters have been found.                   
The letters were found when Philippe Baucq and other members of an escape route team were arrested on July 13th  
On August 8th Edith was interrogated for 72 hours and has been tricked into making a confession.                              
Her interrogators told her she can only save her friends if she made a full confession, Edith believed them and made 
a confession. 
By the end of September there is still no word of what is going happen to Edith, no trail date has been set yet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edith has led a varied career in nursing and arrived in Brussels in 
August 1914 where she thought her nursing skills would be needed. 
She was born December 4th 1865 the eldest child of Frederick Cavell, 
an Anglican Priest and his wife Louisa Sophia. As a young girl she 
attended Norwich High School a walking distance of 4 ½ miles.  
By 1884 she attended a boarding school in Kensington then one in 
Bristol; it was here she learned French which she found to be very 
good at. 
In 1888 Edith was left a small legacy which enabled her travel to the 
continent, it was here she developed her interest in nursing. 
 



 
 
 

Knitting For Tommy. 
 
From July to September 1914, 253,195 men voluntarily enlisted into the British Army and this figure was rising every 
month. 
Throughout the war, British soldiers wore khaki field service uniforms made from thick unyielding rough woollen 
serge which provided limited protection but little comfort against the bitter cold and damp French winter.  
Overcoats and tunics became depressingly waterlogged and hands needed protection while on front line duty.  
Socks were allocated at a rate of three pairs every six months amounting to over 130 million pairs issued to men for 
the duration of the war.  
Making do with just three pairs of socks in normal conditions would be manageable but having to make do in flooded 
trenches and on endless marches spare dry socks were imperative if the painful and debilitating trench foot was to 
be avoided.  
What British soldiers needed was comfort and comfort they got. 
Queen Mary led the movement to keep our troops warm during winter in the trenches.  
                                                                            
Lord Kitchener asked her to undertake the huge task of providing 30,000 pairs of socks for our brave lads 
This started a frenzy of knitting, every magazine and yarn manufacturer was mobilised to produce patterns for 
Soldiers and Sailors comforts. Not only were these items of practical use but they had an important part to play in 
keeping the men motivated knowing that mothers sister and sweethearts were thinking of them. 
In some cases women would put notes or small gifts into the socks. 
 
Wool became so scarce that outgrown jumpers were unpicked and knitted into new more practical items.  
A lot of socks were knitted plus more unusual items such as, balaclavas with flaps on the ears which could be lifted 
so soldiers could listen out for the enemy, gloves with separate forefinger and thumb to make firing a gun easier. 
Large knitted belts were popular.  
Even knitted bandages which had to be stretchy and eye patches to hold dressings in place. 
 
With Queen Mary leading the movement resulted in a lot of upper and middle class women taking up their knitting 
needles which meant a lot of working class women were losing out on valuable revenue as they would take in knitting 
and sewing projects for middle class women 
.                                            
After a meeting with Queen Mary it was suggested that ladies from the upper classes would buy the wool and the 
lower class women would do the knitting. 
 
This was probably a good idea for two reasons, one it gave the lower class women some money for food as they 
were on the poverty line and also as the upper class women were not skilled knitters the men on the battlefront were 
receiving garments that they couldn’t use even if knitted by their sweethearts or mothers.  
People were knitting everywhere on the trams, at the theatre even young girls became involved in the knitting frenzy.  
 
The soldiers themselves started knitting it provided convalescent soldiers and prisoners of war with something 
constructive to do.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Below are patterns printed in a magazine of the time 
 
 

 



 
 

Remembered at Weaste Cemetery this quarter 
 

 
 



 
 
   Lieutenant John Pennington 2nd Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment 

 

Picture and following 
information courtesy of 

John’s grandson,  
David Pennington 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stoker 1st class SS 106916 John Hickling 5th battalion 2nd Royal Navy Brigade (Nelson)              
John was born in Southampton on 18th March 1888.  
The family moved to Salford and on the 1911 census were living at 23 Howard Street. 
He enlisted in the Royal Navy on 15th March 1908 for a period of five years. He did his early training at HMS Vivid , 
an island 'ship' at Plymouth.  The first ship he served on was HMS Donegal and then several more ships over the 
next four years. The last ship was HMS Irresistible.  
John transferred to the Royal Fleet Reserve on 2nd March 1913 
He was called up on 15th September 1914, but due to the large numbers of sailors in the reserve some were trained 
as soldiers but with rights of sailors. John was one of theses, being drafted to the Nelson battalion 2nd Royal Navy 
Brigade. During July 1915 the Royal Navy Brigade was being reorganised as well as having to fight 
John was involved in several battles; his last was known action was at Achi Baba Nullah, where he was killed in 
action Assistant Paymaster Harry Biles was also killed during this action and reports of this are available on the 
internet. 
 
The family headstone read 
Pte Harry & Stoker John Hicking                                            
Sons of above     (Thomas & Elizabeth Hickling) 
Who died for King & Country 
Nov 18th 1914 - July 13th 1915 

My grandfather enlisted on the 21st March 1897 at Manchester into the 
Grenadier Guards.  
He served in South Africa and was awarded the Queens South Africa medal 
with bars for Wittergen, Transvaal and Cape Colony, also the Kings South 
Africa medal with bars for 1901 and 1902.  
At the outbreak of WW1 he was a Colour Sergeant in the Grenadier Guards 
and on the 9th October 1914 he was ‘Gazetted’ as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment.  
He landed in France on the 23rd November and the War diary of the 2nd 
Battalion records that he joined them on the 2nd December 1914 near 
Fleurbaix.  
He fought at Neuve Chapelle, Festubert and Givenchy.  
He was mentioned in despatches, by Sir John French, on 30th November 
1915.   He was an acting Captain from February 1915 until July. 
His name is recorded as Lieutenant J Pennington on panel 22 of Dud 
Corner Cemetery, Loos, but his three WW1 medals were awarded to him 
and engraved with the rank of Captain.  
Died 25th September 1915 
Commemorated at Loos and Weaste Cemetery 
 
The family headstone reads 
Captain John Pennington 
2nd R. Warwicks late of Grenadier Guards 
Beloved husband of Lily Pennington 
Who made the Great Sacrifice whilst 
Nobly leading his company into action 
At the battle of Loss Sept. 25th 1915 
And was buried near Hullock Flanders 
Aged 36 years 
Greater love hath no man this, that 
He lays down his own life for his friends. 



 
 
Private 756 Henry Butcher, 1st / 7th battalion Manchester Regiment   
Henry Butcher was a Manchester lad who joined the Manchester Regiment and was killed in action at Gallipoli on 7th 
August 1915. 
He was born in 1891 in Ancoats, Manchester. His father was Thomas Butcher (born 1868 in Wavendon, 
Buckinghamshire). His mother was Athenais (nee Leclere) Butcher (born 1869 in France). They were married in 
1889 in Salford by Registrar. Not a lot is known about Henry’s parents as they do not appear on the 1901 and 1911 
censuses. But Henry and his sister Florence are shown at their grandparents’ house, 48, Larch Street, Prestwich, 
Manchester. In 1911, Henry was 19 and a Warehouse Labourer. 
Henry’s mother Althenais’ parents were Etienne (born 1836 in France) and Analina (born 1842 in France) Leclere. 
Etienne’s occupation was Chemist in a Chemical Works. In 1881 census, Athenais’ siblings are Maria H (born 1860 
in France), Adrianne (born 1864 in France) Charles F (born 1871 in France), Emile H (born 1873 in Crumpsall, 
Manchester) and John (born 1875 in Crumpsall, Manchester). They lived at 123, Cleveland Road, Crumpsall, so it 
would appear that the Lecleres came to Manchester between 1871 and 1873. 
Henry’s father’s parents were Joseph Butcher (born 1847 at Wavendon, Bucks) who was a Railway Labourer and 
Ruth Butcher (born 1845 in Aspley Guise, Bedfordshire). As well as Henry’s father (Thomas), their children were 
Charles (born 1870 in Bucks), Elizabeth (born 1870 in St Helens), Minnie (born 1875 in St Helens) and Florence 
(born 1877 in Ardwick, Manchester).  
When war broke out, Henry joined the Manchester Regiment, 1/7th Battalion. It was a Territorial battalion based at 
Burlington Street, Manchester, as part of the Manchester Brigade, which was part of the East Lancashire Division. 
They were mobilised and moved to Rochdale to prepare for service overseas. On 25th September 1914, they landed 
at Alexandria in Egypt, to defend the Suez Canal from Turkish Forces based in Palestine. The 1/7th Battalion saw 
action on 3rd February 1915, when Turkish forces attacked. 
During the first week of May 1915 the 1/7th Manchester’s embarked from Alexandria, landing on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula on 6th May. They again saw action in the attempts to capture the Heights of Krithia. Then in early August 
the Battalion was involved in the Battle of Krithia Vineyard, which was a diversionary attack for a British Landing at 
Sulva Bay. It was during this last battle that Private Henry Butcher was seriously wounded and died on 7th August 
1915. He was 23 years old. 
Private Henry Butcher is buried at Lancashire Landing Cemetery on the Gallipoli peninsula in Turkey.  
It is located near the village of Sedd el Bahr and stands on a small ridge named Karaja Oghul Tepe, 300 feet above 
the sea and overlooking “W” Beach. It contains the bodies of 1,163 UK servicemen and 232 others including 135 
unidentified soldiers.  
He is also remembered on his grandparents’ grave H2657 at Weaste Cemetery 

 
The family headstone reads 
Pte Henry Butcher 
Grandson of the above      (Joseph & Ruth Butcher) 
Killed at Gallipoli Aug 7th 1915 
In his 24th year 
‘A Duty nobly done’ 
 
 
 
Rifleman B2495 George Foxton 7th Rifle Brigade was killed in action in France on July 30th  
He was 29 years old and had joined 7th Rifles in August 1914 and drafted to France in May. He lived at 22 Derby 
Street, Salford and prior to the war worked at Stevenson’s Glass & China dealers in Barton Arcade, Manchester. 
 
The family headstone reads 
George Foxton 
Killed in action Ypres 
July 30th 1915 
Aged 29 years 



 
 
Private 2435 Alfred Goodman, 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Alfred Goodman was born in Hulme and came to Salford to marry a Salford girl. He joined the 1/8th Lancashire 
Fusiliers and was killed in Gallipoli on 7th August 1915. 
Alfred was born in the first quarter of 1870 in Hulme, Manchester. His father was William Goodman (born 1835 in 
Cambridgeshire) and his mother was Mary (born 1830 in Nottinghamshire). The 1871 Census has the family living at 
Dover Street, Hulme. Alfred’s siblings are Walter (born 1857 in Nottinghamshire), Ann born 1860 in Staffordshire), 
William (born 1862 in Nottinghamshire), Agnes (born 1865 in Derbyshire), Emily (born 1865 in Derbyshire) and Jane 
(born 1867 in Cheshire). 
(This paragraph is speculation as the only Alfred Goodman shown in 1881 was enrolled as a pupil in the Withington, 
Manchester, Workhouse on 15th May 1878. However, also in 1878 is the death of a William Goodman in Hulme 
aged 40 and the death of a Mary Goodman in Hulme aged 45. There is no further reference to William and Mary). 
On 22nd March 1890 Alfred marries Mary Alice Roberts at St Bartholomew’s Church, Salford. He is aged 21 and a 
printer registered at 19 Regent Road, Salford, whose father was William Goodman (deceased), Carpenter. Mary 
Alice is aged 20, Weaver and living at 19 Regent Road, Salford. Her father is William Roberts, Finisher. The 1891 
census has the couple living at Leake Street, Pendleton. Alfred is aged 21, a Tram Conductor and born in Hulme. 
Mary Alice is aged 20, a Cotton Weaver and born in Salford. 
In 1901, the family is living at 36 Goodwin Street, Salford. Alfred is 32 and a Painter and Paper Hanger. Mary Alice is 
31 with three young children: William Alfred (born 1892 in Pendleton, who was sadly to die in 1907 aged 16), Frank 
(born 1897 in Pendleton) and Agnes (born 1900 in Pendleton). The 1911 Census shows that the family is living at 10, 
Land o Nod, Pendleton. Alfred is aged 41 and a Warehouse Porter and Mary Alice is also aged 41. Frank is 14 and a 
Restaurant Waiter, Agnes is 11, George is 8, Annie is 6, Alice is 3 and young Alfred has only just arrived. 
When War was declared, Alfred Goodman joined the 1/8th Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers who were based in 
Salford, later moving to Turton, near Bolton. On 9th September 1914 the Battalion was mobilised for war, embarking 
for Egypt from Southampton and landing at Alexandria on 25th September to defend the Suez Canal. The Turkish 
assault was repelled on 3rd February 1915. 
The 1/8th Battalion, now part of the 42nd Division, was then ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garrison on 
Gallipoli. They landed at Cape Helles on 5th May 1915 with a force of 14,224 men. The first attempt to break out of 
their bridgehead was on 6th to 8th May. The second attempt was on 4th June and the third attempt was on 6th to 
13th August (known as the Battle of Krithia Vineyard).  
It was during this battle on the 7th August 1915 that Private Alfred Goodman was killed in action. He was 45 years 
old.  
He is remembered at Helles War Memorial and on the family gravestone G926 in Weaste Cemetery. 
 
The family headstone reads 
Pte Alfred Goodman 1/8 Lanc Fus. 
The beloved husband of Mary Alice Goodman 
Killed at the Dardanelles Aug 7th 1915 
Aged 45 years 
 
 
 
 
Rifleman Joseph Sandiford Hardman 9th battalion Rifle Brigade 
Joseph, who lived at 130, Cross Lane, Salford and was a butcher. 
Prior to the war he worked as a manager at one of the British & Argentine Meat Company shops at Ardwick. 
He was killed in action at Huoge near Ypres. 
 
The family headstone reads 
Rifleman Jos. Sandiford Hardman 
9th batt Rifle Brigade 
Killed in action in France 
July 28th 1915, aged 26 years 
The Supreme Sacrifice 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Private 1227 Frank Miller Slater, 14th battalion Australian Infantry  
Frank Slater was born in Pendleton and emigrated to Australia just before the war.  
He answered the call to arms only to be killed in action in Gallipoli on 8th August 1915. 
He was born in 1894 in Pendleton. His father was William James Slater (born 1861 in Bradford, Manchester) and 
described as a Goods Checker in a Shop. His mother was Edith (nee Miller) Slater (born 1866 in Bradford, 
Manchester). They were married in 1890 in Salford by Registrar and in 1891 they were living in Stowell Street, 
Pendleton. 
In 1901, the family was living at 36, Gladstone Road, Urmston, Manchester.  
William was described as a Goods Receiving Clerk and Edith had four young children: William Herbert (born 1891 in 
Pendleton), Frank Miller (born 1895 in Pendleton), Harold Spencer (born 1897 in Pendleton) and Frederick James 
(born 1899 in Pendleton). The family gravestone indicates there was a fifth child Edith Louisa (born 1892 in 
Pendleton) and who sadly died on 9th May 1898 aged 5. 
On 20th April 1905, Frank’s mother Edith died, aged 39.  
The 1911 census shows that William is a widower aged 47 and a Goods Checker in a Shop, William Herbert is aged 
19 and a Pattern Card Maker, Frank Miller is aged 16 and a Telegraph Messenger and Harold Spencer is 14 and at 
school. They are now living at 56, Firwood Ave, Urmston, Manchester. (There is a Frederick Slater aged 11 at 
Chester Road, Stretford). 
Just before WW1, Frank emigrated to Australia and became a Farm Labourer in Strathmerton in northern Victoria. 
He answered the call to arms on 11th November 1914 and was allocated to the Australian Infantry 14th Battalion. 
The training camp was at Broadmeadows, just north of Melbourne, where they trained with the 13th, 15th and 16th 
Battalions, becoming the 4th Brigade commanded by Colonel John Monash. 
They embarked at Melbourne on the troop ship HMAT Ulysses departing on 22nd December. The ship was a 14,500 
ton, former passenger/refrigerated cargo ship requisitioned from China Mutual SN Co of London, a subsidiary of the 
Blue Funnel Line with a top speed of 13.5 knots. HMAT Ulysses made a brief stop at Albany, Western Australia, and 
then proceeded to Port Said, Egypt, landing on 31st January 1915. The Brigade went onward to Alexandria for 
training. 
On 25th April 1915, the 4th Brigade landed at ANZAC Cove, Gallipoli and undertook defensive operations to 
establish a beachhead. On 19th May the Turks launched a massive counter attack and the Brigade suffered many 
casualties. During the August offensive the Brigade took part in the attack upon hill 971. They were successful, but at 
great cost. It was during the August campaign that Private Frank Slater was killed in action on 8th August. He was 20 
years old. 
Private Frank Slater is buried at Lone Pine Cemetery in the former ANZAC sector of Gallipoli. It is on a plateau 120 
metres above sea level and its 1,167 burials are mainly Australian soldiers. Frank is also remembered on the Slater 
family grave H2293 in Weaste Cemetery, Salford. 
 
The family headstone reads 
 
Frank Miller 
Their beloved son      (son of William & Edith Slater) 
14th Batt A.I.F. 
Killed in action at Gallipoli 
Aug 8th 1915, aged 20 years 
 



 
 
Regimental Sergeant Major 5237 Philip Steeden, 11th battalion Manchester Regiment 
Philip was born in London, but came to Manchester aged 11. He joined the army prior to WW1 and was killed in 
action at Gallipoli on 7th August 1915. 
Philip was born in Camberwell, Middlesex on 22nd November 1881. His father was William Steeden (born 1846 in 
Cripplegate, Middlesex), a Bricklayer by trade, but who spent some time at Her Majesty’s pleasure.  
His mother was Henrietta, (nee Suter) Steeden (born 1847 in Middlesex) and they married in 1865 in Camberwell. 
In 1870, 24 year old William was in prison in Surrey, and in 1882, William was in prison again in Surrey. In the 1891 
census, William is at home in Westerfield Gardens in Camberwell with wife Henrietta, son Charles aged 15 and 
younger son Philip aged 10. But the following year on 9th August 1892, Philip has been enrolled at Ardwick Green 
Industrial School in Manchester. In 1899, Philip’s mother Henrietta died in Camberwell age 52, and in 1901 his father 
was back in prison, this time Wandsworth. 
On 23rd December 1905, Philip married Elizabeth Woollen at St Clement’s Church, Salford. He was aged 23, a 
Lance Sergeant in the Army. Elizabeth was aged 18 and a Mill Hand whose address was 36, Belfort Street Salford. 
Her parents were Joseph (an Iron Moulder), and Elizabeth Woollen. 
After Philip had attended Ardwick Green Industrial School (he would have been 16 in 1898) it would appear that he 
joined the Manchester Regiment at Ashton-under-Lyne. Many of the boys from the school joined the army and the 
disciplined regime at the school gave a good grounding for army life. It is reported by Salford War Memorials group 
that Philip served in the South Africa Campaign (Boer War) and was a serving soldier in WW1 as part of the BEF. 
From his marriage record in 1905, we know that he was a Lance Sergeant, probably in the 2nd Battalion of the 
Manchester Regiment as this Battalion went to France in August 1914. It contributed to the rearguard action that 
supported the BEF retreat following the Battle of Mons. 
The 11th Battalion of the Manchester Regiment was formed at Ashton-under-Lyne in August 1914 as part of K1 and 
came under orders of 34th Brigade, 11th (Northern) Division. In April 1915, the 11th Battalion moved to Witley Camp 
near Godalming, Surrey. On 30th June 1915 they sailed from Liverpool, going via Mudros to Suvla Bay on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. 
On 6th August, together with the 9th Lancashire Fusiliers, they climbed down from their ship onto lighters and were 
towed by destroyers into Suvla Bay. On reaching a point about a mile from the shore, the lighters were cast off and 
moving under their own impetus, grounded about 250 yards north of Lala Baba. Wading through deep water took 
some time and some equipment and machine guns were lost. They came under heavy fire, but managed to get a 
foothold on the beach and then proceeded inland for about half a mile.  
The following day, 7th August, as the invaders attacked the strongly held Turkish positions; RSM Philip Steeden was 
killed in action. 
Philip is remembered at Helles and on the family grave J2012 at Weaste Cemetery. 
 
The family headstone reads 
Philip 
The beloved husband of 
Elizabeth Steeden 
Rgt Sgt Major 11th Manchester Regt 
Who fell fighting for his  
Country at Suvla Bay 
August 5th 1915. Aged 33 years 
The Lord rest his soul in his 
Foreign grave 
 



 
 
Private 1890 Harry Wilkinson, 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Harry Wilkinson was born in Salford and joined the Lancashire Fusiliers.  
He was posted to Gallipoli and was killed in action on 7th August 1915. 
Harry was born in 1895, the son of William and Louise (nee Lee) Wilkinson. His father William (born 1866 in Salford) 
was a wood sawyer like his father James Wilkinson (born 1840 in Nantwich, Cheshire). Harry’s parents were married 
at St. Philip’s Church, Salford on 28th March 1891. He was aged 25 living at 2 Irwell Terrace and she was aged 20, a 
Weaver, living at 25 Sharratt Street.  
By the time of the 1891 census, Harry’s parents were living in Watkin Street, Salford. 
The 1901 census shows Harry as a 6 year old, living at 11, Eliza Street, Broughton.  
His older brother James was 9 and his two younger sisters were shown as Ethel aged 4 and Alice aged was 1. Sadly 
James was to die in 1908 aged 16. On 1911 census the family still at 11, Eliza Street, Broughton. 
Harry was aged 16 was an Errand Boy, Ethel was 14 and a Cap Maker, Alice was 10, Nellie was 8, Arthur was 5 and 
Bertha was 2. 
Harry Wilkinson enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers 1/8th Battalion.  
On 4th August 1914 they were stationed at Salford as part of the Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade of the East Lancashire 
Division and then moved to Turton, near Bolton.  
On 9th September they were mobilised for war and embarked from Southampton, arriving in Alexandria, Egypt, to 
defend the Suez Canal.  
The main attack on the canal by the Turks took place on 3 February 1915. 
On 1st May 1915 the 1/8th were mobilised for Gallipoli, arriving at Cape Helles on the 9th.  
They became part of the 42nd Division whose 14,224 men engaged in various actions including the Battle of Krithia 
Vineyard. The Division was involved in three notable attempts to break out of the Helles bridgehead to capture the 
dominating heights around the village of Krithia,  
These attacks took place on 6th to 8th May in which only the Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade of the Division took part.   
Further attempts to break out took place on 4th June and 6th to 13th August. 
The August battle was known as the Battle of Krithia Vineyard, which gives some indication of the relatively small 
areas being so violently contested. It was undertaken not only to try to capture ground, but to divert Turkish attention 
from a large British force landing further up the coast at Suvla Bay, (an enterprise which failed and ultimately led to 
the decision to evacuate the hopeless position on Gallipoli).  
It was during this battle that Private Harry Wilkinson was killed in action on 7th August.  
He was just 20 years of age. 
Harry is remembered at the Commonwealth War Grave Memorial at Helles which bears more than 21,000 names 
United Kingdom and Indian soldiers, including 1,357 Lancashire Fusiliers.  
The memorial is a 30 metre high obelisk that can be seen by ships passing through the Dardanelles.   
Harry Wilkinson is also remembered on the family gravestone in plot M45 at Weaste Cemetery. 
 
The family headstone reads 
 
Also, Harry their beloved son    (son of William & Louise Wilkinson) 
Killed in action 7th Aug 1915 
Aged 20 years 
 
 



 
 
Private 11397 Arthur Blake 1st battalion Border Regiment 
 
 
                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Private 12067 John Cotton 6th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
John lived with father and sister at 18 Glendhoon Street, Salford. 
Prior to the war he was a checker at Salford Docks and was a well respected member of the Salford Central Mission 
Church. He died of wounds he received in action on 18th August in the Dardanelles. 
 
The family headstone reads 
John, son of the above,    (son of John and Alice) 
Who died of wounds in Gallipoli 
Aug 18th 1915, aged 39 years 
 

 

On 28th July, 1367 officers and men embarked at Avonmouth.  
The majority of men were reinforcements for the 29th British Infantry Brigade, with some members of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps 
‘The Edward’ arrived at Alexandria on 10th August and sailed for Moudros on the island of Lemnos, a staging point for 
the Dardanelles.  
On the morning of 13th August, ‘Edward ‘passed the British hospital ship ‘Soudan’, heading in the opposite direction. 
The German submarine UB-14 was off the island of Kandeloussa and saw both ships.  
‘Soudan’ was allowed to pass unmolested, and the U boat focused attention on the unescorted ‘Edward’ some 6 
nautical miles off Kandeloussa. 
UB –14 launched one of the two torpedoes it had left from about a mile away and hit ‘Edward’ in the stern.  
She sank by the stern within six minutes.  
The ‘Edward’ was able to get off an SOS before losing power, and ‘Soudan’ arrived on the scene at 10am after 
making a 180° turn and rescued 440 men in six hours.  
Two French destroyers and some trawlers rescued another 221.   
According to authors James Wise and Scott Baron, ‘Edward 's’ death toll was 935 and was high because ‘Edward’ had 
just completed a boat drill and the majority of the men were below decks re-stowing their equipment.  
The family grave number is 1915 (G) the year Arthur died 

The family headstone reads 
Pte. Arthur Blake 
Son of the above      (son of John & Ester Blake) 
Who was drowned through the 
Sinking of the troopship 
Royal Edward, Aug 13th 1915 
Aged 31 years 
 

Arthur was born in Drewton, a district of Hull in Yorkshire. 
He enlisted in Manchester on 29th August 1914. 
He married Mabel Elizabeth Russ at the Stowell Memorial Church in 
Salford on 19th August 1911. 
They had three children, Mabel who was born in February 1912, Harry who 
was born July 1913. 
Sadly Arthur never saw his second daughter Gladys who was born 
November 1915 after Arthur died. 
Arthur was on the troop ship SS Royal Edward going to the Greek island of 
Lemnos en route to Gallipoli. 



 
 
Stoker 1st class 292553 Charles Cooper Hood battalion Royal Naval Division 
Charles was born on 28th May 1881 in Pendleton, the son of Charles and Charlotte Cooper 
He enlisted in the Navy in 1899 and enrolled in the Navel Reserve on 29th July 1913. 
Division’ At the declaration of the war on 4 August 1914, there was a surplus of some 20-30,000 men of the reserves 
of the Royal Navy who would not find jobs on any ship of war. It was recognised that this was sufficient to form two 
Naval Brigades and a Brigade of Marines for operations on land. 
At the outbreak of war he was drafted to the Hood Battalion Royal Navy Division. 
During training the naval uniforms were replaced by standard army issue except their caps bearing Royal Navy 
Division cap tallies  
He took part in the actions around Antwep. 
The battalion had a further period of training and was then sent to the Dardanelles. 
On 27th July during an attack Charles received a gun shot wound to his back which damaged his spine. 
He was transported to the Royal Victoria Hospital Netley near Southampton where he died on 5th September 1915. 
He had a full military funeral on 10th September at Weaste Cemetery 
Prior to the war Charles was employed as stoker at the Salford Corporation Electricity Station in Pendleton 
 
The family headstone reads 
Stoker Charles Cooper RFR Hood Batt R.N.Division 
The dearly loved husband of Henritta Cooper 
Who died of wounds received at the Dardanelles 
Sep 5th 1915, Interred here Sept 10th aged 34 years 
A duty nobly done 
 
 
 
Private 111645 Joseph Cronshaw Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
Joseph enlisted in Preston on 14th August 1914. 
During the training period at Salisbury he became ill. 
He was discharged from the army on 18th January 1915 as ‘not likely to become an efficient soldier’ 
Prior to enlisting he was a fitter. 
He died at home at 17 Hankinson Street, Pendleton and had a full military funeral. 
 
The family headstone reads 
Pte. Joseph Cronshaw  L.N.L. 
The beloved son of 
John & Mary E. Cronshaw 
Who died 6th Sept 1915 
Aged 22 years



 
 
Corporal 1665 George Elliot Broome, 1st / 6th Manchester Regiment Manchester Regiment   
George was a Clerk in Manchester Corporation Tramways Dept before enlisting in the Manchester Regiment. He 
was injured at Gallipoli and was taken to Malta on hospital ship Delta, but died and was buried at sea on 10th 
September 1915. 
He was born in Salford in 1894. His father was James William Broome (born 1853 in Salford) who was a Clerk. His 
mother was Elizabeth Sarah Louisa (nee Spears) Broome (born 1854 in Bolton) who was a former Schoolteacher. 
The couple were married at Christ Church, Salford on 6th August 1881. They were both 27 years old, James lived at 
124 Ordsall Lane, Salford and Elizabeth lived at 76, Albion St, Salford. James’s father was also James, who was a 
Dyer. Elizabeth’s parents were John Allen Spears (Millwright) and Mary (nee Elliot) Spears. George’s father James 
died on 23rd March 1907, when George was 12 years old.  
The 1911 census shows that the family was living at 18, Seedley Park Road, Pendleton and Elizabeth was a widow 
aged 57. Her Children were James Spears, aged 29, Science Teacher; Mary Elliot, aged 26, Dressmaker; Emma 
Louisa aged 23, Music Teacher Pianoforte; Alice Maud, aged 22, Teacher at an Elementary School; Thomas Alfred, 
aged 19, Clerk at a Flour Mill; George Elliot, aged 16, Tramway Clerk; Ernest Smith, aged 14; and Albert Harry aged 
10. Another son, John Allan Broome aged 28 and Municipal Clerk, was married to Bertha (nee Rhodes) and was 
living at 5, Doveleys Road, Pendleton. 
At the outbreak of war, his brother Thomas was playing football for Preston North End and played over 50 games for 
them. 
George Elliot Broome enlisted in the 1/6th Battalion Manchester Regiment    
In August 1914, the Battalion was stationed at the Stretford Road, Hulme barracks as part of the Manchester 
Brigade, East Lancashire Division.  
In September they embarked for Egypt, landing at Alexandria on 25th for training.  
In early May 1915 they embarked for Gallipoli, landing at Cape Helles on 6th May to reinforce the British Beachheads 
established during the initial landings in April.  
The 1/6th Battalion took part in the Third Battle of Krithia on 4th June and reached their first objective 1,000 yards 
inland, but a few hours later they had to withdraw. British forces made another advance in August, but were 
unsuccessful again. It is not clear when Cpl Broome was injured, but he was transferred to Hospital Ship Delta which 
set sail for Malta. 
Hospital ship SS Delta was an 8,024 ton steamer, built by Workman Clark of Belfast for Peninsula and Orient Steam 
Navigation Company and launched in 1905.  
The accommodation was described as Officers 33, cots 287 and berths 210.  
The medical staffs, on board, were Officers 6, Nurses 12 and others 45.  
The ship was used from 14th January 1915 to 19th March 1918.  
It was sold for demolition in 1929. Cpl Broome was being transferred from Gallipoli to Malta with serious injuries 
when he died on 10th September 1915 and was buried at sea just off Malta.  
He was 21 years old. 
Cpl George Elliot Broome is remembered at CWGC Helles Memorial at Gallipoli; on St. Luke’s Church, Weaste, Roll 
of Honour; Salford Grammar School Memorial; and on the family gravestone  
A4 4274 at Weaste Cemetery. 
 
The family headstone reads 
 
Corpl. George Elliot Broome 
6th Manchester TF 
Dearly loved son of the above    (son of James & Louisa) 
Who died Sept. 11th 1915, on hospital ship (Delta) 
Aged 21 years 
Was buried at sea near Malta 
He died nobly for his country 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Private 16579 James Shaw Brearley, 1st battalion Border Regiment  
James was allocated to the Border Regiment and whilst on his way to Gallipoli, his troopship was torpedoed and he 
drowned on 13th August 1915.  
This was the first troopship of WW1 to be sunk by a German U-boat. 
He was born in 1893 in Salford. His father was James Chadwick Brearley (born 1867 in Liverpool) who was an 
Engineers Turner.   
It appears that James Chadwick Brearley (JCB) was married twice and there is some doubt as to who is James 
Shaw Brearley’s (JSB) mother. JCB’s first wife was Mary Ellen Hibbert and they were married in 1884 in Albert 
Memorial Church, Collyhurst, Manchester. Mary Ellen died in 1903. JCB then married widow Ellen Shaw (nee 
Flavell) in the same year 1903 at St Stephen’s Church in Salford. Since JSB has the middle name Shaw, it would 
appear that his mother was JCB’s second wife, but born before they were married. 
The only census that is available for JCB is for 1911. Ellen is his wife aged 43, then Ellen’s son from her first 
marriage Samuel Shaw (born 1888) aged 23, who is a Brass Dresser; then JSB aged 18 who is a Brass Finisher; 
then Florence aged 15, a Cotton Dressing Frame Tenter; and Fred aged 8 at school. On 3rd August 1912, James 
Shaw Brearley married Emma Dawson at St Matthew’s Church, Liverpool Rd, Manchester. She was the daughter of 
Thomas Dawson (born 1866 in Salford) Painter and Paper Hanger, and Minnie, nee Midgley (born 1866 in Salford). 
One of Emma’s siblings, George Dawson is also serving with the 1st battalion Border Regiment 
James was born in Salford and enlisted on 7th November 1914. 
His was sent to the regiment barracks in Carlisle on the three days later. 
He was training at Southend in December 1914 when he was given a special three day pass to go home for the birth 
of his second child, Minnie and was admonished by Colonel Hitchins when he returned back late. 
However when he overstayed another pass, this time by seven days and one hour he was treated more seriously this 
time, being confined to barracks for 10 days and losing eight days pay, 
He regiment drafted to the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.  
They were sent to Gallipoli in 17th March 1915, landing there on 25th April.  
James group set sail for Gallipoli on 28th July from Avonmouth on the RMS Royal Edward.  
This ship was a passenger ship belonging to the Canadian Northern Steamship Company.  
It was built by the Fairfield Shipbuilding and Engineering Company of Govan, Scotland and entered service in 
January 1908.  It was 11,000 tons ship and could accommodate 1,367 troops and 220 crew.  
The Royal Edward embarked with 1,367 officers and men.  
The majority were reinforcements for the British 29th Infantry in Gallipoli, with members of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. By 10th August it had arrived at Alexandria in Egypt, and then headed for Moudros on the island of Lemnos, 
which was a staging post for the Dardanelles.  
On the morning of 13th August the Royal Edward passed the British hospital ship Soudan heading in the opposite 
direction. At the same time the German submarine UB-14 was off the island of Kandeloussa and saw both ships. He 
allowed Soudan to pass unmolested and focussed on the unescorted Royal Edward. The U-boat launched one 
torpedo from a mile distant which struck the Royal Edward near its stern. It sank within 6 minutes. Although the 
Soudan turned and assisted in rescuing 440 men a total of 864 men were lost including Private Brearley, aged 22. 
He was on the same troopship as Arthur Blake and in total 59 Border Regiment soldiers drowned that day. 
He is remembered at CWG Helles Memorial and on the Dawson grave L1133 at Weaste Cemetery, Salford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The family headstone reads: 
Pte. James S. Brearley 
The beloved husband of 
Emma Brearley 
Who was drowned through the sinking 
of the troopship Royal Edward 
Aug. 13th 1915, aged 22 years 
Called by his King, now by his God 
 

From the local paper section entitled ‘Salford heros’ 
Reported missing, supposed drowned from the Royal Edward, Private 
James S. Brearley aged 22.  
16579 1st Border Regiment on August 13.  
Too dearly loved in life to be forgotten in death by his sorrowing 
Wife and two children 
Mother in law and family of 18 Hollinwood Street 
Also from his sorrowing Mother, father, sisters and brothers of 41 Regent 
Street 
Called by his King, now by his God 



 
 
Rifleman 5145 Patrick Glynn 1st battalion Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own) 
Patrick was born in Salford and enlisted in Manchester early 1913.                                                                  
He lived at 100 Station Road, Patricroft with his parents Partick and Ann.                                                         
He had a brother Stephen who was 4 years younger the him 
 

 
 
 
The 1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade were at Colchester with 11th Brigade, 4th Division when war broke out in August 1914. 
The 4th Division was held back from the original British Expeditionary Force by a last minute decision to defend 
England against a possible German landing.  
The fate of the BEF in France and the lack of any move by the Enemy to cross the channel, this decision was 
reversed and they proceeded to France, landing at Le Havre on the 23rd of August 1914 in time to provide infantry 
reinforcements at the Battle of Le Cateau.  
They were in action at the The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne and at The Battle of Messines in 1914. In 
1915 they fought in The Second Battle of Ypres. 
 
On 6th July 1915 the 1st Rifle Brigade and 1st Somerset Light Infantry attacked a section of German trenches east of 
the Yser Canal near Pilkem. The attack was successful but the two attacking battalions suffered heavy losses from 
German shelling and counter-attacks.  
During the night of 6/7th July they were relieved by 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers (attached to 11th Brigade for the attack) 
and elements of 1st Royal Warwicks.  
It was during this action that Patrick was killed.  
He had been wounded by shrapnel early in the war and spent several weeks in hospital, an injury he had made light 
off and went back to the front line eagerly. 
Before enlisting he had worked a Gardeners Engineering Works 
He was also a keen member of All Souls Church, the memorial is shown below    
     

                             
  

Riflemen were to operate in pairs ahead of the main infantry, which were bunched in close 
formations. They were taught to make best use of natural cover and to harass the enemy with 
aimed shots. These tactics, which had originated in campaigns in North America, were 
unorthodox for the time.  
It was generally considered impractical for individual soldiers to aim at specific targets and 
conventional tactics favoured the mass volley from a close formation and the bayonet.        
The treatment of soldiers in the new Rifle Corps was markedly different from that which 
prevailed in the line infantry. Although flogging existed as a means of enforcing military 
discipline, it was seldom used. The unit held regular shooting and sporting competitions, and 
men were rewarded for their achievements. Officers would regularly dine with their men and 
so became familiar with each man in their respective companies, an unusual practice at the 
time. To aid speed and mobility, the Rifles used bugles to transmit commands rather than the 
drums used by Line infantry and for the same reason did not carry Colours. 
 

The family headstone reads 
Patrick Glynn 
Who was killed in action in Belgium 
July 6th 1915 
Aged 19 years and 11 months 
On whose souls sweet Jesus have mercy 



   
Remembered at Peel Green Cemetery this quarter 
 

 
 
  

   Rifleman B3372 James Frith 7th battalion Rifle Regiment (The Prince Consort’s Own)   
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James was born in Pendleton and enlisted in the Rifle Brigade in Manchester 
at the outbreak of the war. 
After training he was drafted to France and had been fighting in Belgium for 
the last eight weeks. 
He was wounded during the fighting near Hooge on 30th July which oddly was 
the date on his last letter home to his family. 
James died in a base hospital later that day. 
Prior to the war James worked on the Manchester Ship Canal 
 
His brother Rifleman 1381 George Frith 2nd battalion Royal Irish Rifles died 
of wounds received in battle after a German gas attack on May 28th 1915.  
 
Eldest brother Private William Frith 5th Royal Irish Lancers suffered from gas 
poisoning as well as gunshot wounds. 
After treatment at a base hospital he was transferred to the Northumberland 
War Hospital in Gosforth.  
William has been in the army over 7 years. 
 

The family headstone reads: 
George (R. Irish Rifles) 
Killed in France May 28th 1915 
Aged 20 years 
James (Rifle Brigade) 
Killed in France July 30th 1915 
Aged 19 years 

James Frith 



 
 
Private 1691 Clifford Bowden 1st / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance Corporal 9407 Ernest Derbyshire 9th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
 
                                                                
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cliff was born and enlisted in Patricroft in 1912. 
At 6 feet 2 inches tall (1.98 metres) he was one of the tallest men in the 
Regiment and was one of the cheeriest men in the Patricroft detachment. 
He was wounded in action and after initial treatment at Gallipoli he was sent to 
Alexandria in Egypt.  
By one of those quirks of fate, he was tended in his last few hours, by RAMC 
Sergeant Foden whom he worked with in the same office at the Calico Printers 
Association. 
Cliff had worked there for five years                                                        
 
The family headstone reads: 
‘Clifford, the beloved son of 
Samuel & Eliza Bowden 
Died of wounds received at Gallipoli Aug 1915 
Aged 19 years’ 
 

 

Ernest was born and enlisted in Manchester in November 1914. 
He did his training at Belton Park (Grantham) and Witley Camp in Godalming 
(Surrey). His unit sailed from Liverpool on 5th July 1915 doing to Sulva Bay 
(Dardanelles) via Mudros on the Greek island of Lemnops. 
 
He was shot in the knee during a bayonet charge on the Turkish lines. 
He wrote to his wife, Gertrude, that the wound was not serious. 
Describing the charge he said ‘You should have seen the Turks run, they don’t like 
the bayonet but they had to have it’ 
Sadly his wounds did not respond to the treatment and he died on 6th September. 
 
Ernest married Gertrude Ordford at Barton Road Methodist Church in 1909. 
They had three daughters, Hilda (b. 1910), Mabel (b.1911) and Amelia (b.1914). 
He worked at Eccles New Rubber Works making cycle tyres. 
He was promoted to corporal shortly before he died. 
 
A tablet next to the family headstone reads: 
Cpl Ernest Derbyshire 
The beloved husband of Gertrude 
Who died in action 
At the Dardanelles 
6th Sept 1915 
Aged 26 years 
Gone but not forgotten 



        
 
Private 13911 Robert Snape 6th battalion South Lancashire Regiment 
 

 
 
He married Julia O’Brien when home on leave in early 1915.  
Prior to the war Robert worked at the Mode Wheel depot of the Anglo American Oil Company 
 
The family headstone reads: 
Robert brother of the above                             (his brother Thomas died in 1930) 
And beloved husband of Julia Snape 
Killed in action at the Dardanelles August 9th 1915 
Aged 24 years 
At Rest 
 
 
 
 
Private 2764 Harry Penkethman 1st/7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
Harry was born in Openshaw in 1886 and enlisted in Salford in November 1914. 
On the 1911 census he is listed as living at 10 Victoria Road, Irlam with his parents, John and Ann, along with  
sister Laura (b.1892) and brother Arthur (b. 1895). 
Harry’s occupation was recorded as an assistant blacksmith. 
He married Florence Kenyon at Barton Registrar Office in 1915 while home on leave. 
 
He is remembered on the Kenyon family headstone, it reads 
Harry Penkethman 
Son in law of the above                                    (son in law of Alfred & Eliza Kenyon) 
Killed in action at Gallipoli 
Aug 7th 1915, aged 28 years 
 

Robert was born in Winton and enlisted on 7th September 1914 in Salford. 
The regiment formed at Warrington in August 1914 and moved to Tidworth, under 
command of 38th Brigade in 13th (Western) Division.  
Moved to billets in Winchester in January 1915 before going next month to Blackdown. 
They sailed from Avonmouth in June 1915 and landed at Cape Helles (Gallipoli) 7-31 
July then moved to Mudros.  
He landed at Anzac Beach 4 August 1915 and was killed in action 5 days later. 
Robert had two short spells in hospital prior to his death. 
In February 1915 he was treated for scabies and spent six days in hospital. 
He was in hospital, again for six days in early March 1915 when a foot wound went 
sceptic. 
He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 5th February but was demoted after two 
occasions when he overstayed ‘passes’ that entitled him to leave. 



 
 
Private 9248 William Hazell 9th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 

 
 
 

With his injuries not responding to treatment, William was sent to a Military Hospital in Malta. 
He died of his wounds there on 31st August. (Note: recorded as 30th on family grave) 
Lord Methuen, the commander in chief of Malta wrote to William family saying that everything that could be done for 
William was done. He went express to the widow, Mary Ann, his sympathy at her loss. 
He said her husband had laid down his life in a just and noble cause for his country. 
William married Mary Ann Power in Salford in 1900. 
Their first daughter, Annie died in 1901 aged 1 year. 
They had three other daughters, Margaret (born 1903), Maria (born 1905) and Kathleen (born 1909) 
William’s brother Thomas in the Kings Own Royal Lancasters has been reported missing since May 
Elder brother Segt Fred Hazell is with the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Prior to the war William worked at Mosedale’s building supplies yard in Davyhulme 
 
The family headstone reads 
Private William Hazell 
Of the 9th Batt Lancashire Fusiliers 
Who died August 30th 1915 
Aged 34 years 
Interred at Pieta, Malta 
 

 
 

Private 20178 Herbert Ward 6th battalion Kings Own Lancaster Regiment 
 

   
 
 
The family headstone reads 
Herbert, their beloved son   (son of Zachariah & Martha) 
Who died 30th August 1915 
Aged 21 years 
Interred at Gallipoli 
(Killed in action)

William was born in the village of Crick in Northampton and enlisted in Manchester 
in October 1914. 
The 9th battalion formed at Bury on 31st August 1914 as part of K1 and came under 
orders of 34th Brigade, 11th (Northern) Division. They moved to Belton Park near 
Grantham for training 
In April 1915 the battalion moved to Witley Camp near Godalming in Surrey for 
more training 
The battalion and William then sailed from Liverpool on 5th July 1915, going via the 
Greek Island of Mudros after a period at Alexandria in Egypt 
William was then moved to Suvla Bay on the Gallipoli peninsula, landing on the 
beach 6th August 1915 under very heavy enemy fire, 
Only two days after the landing William was wounded in the action trying to get to 
higher ground 
William had gunshot wounds to the left shoulder and forearm. 

Herbert was born in Tydlesley and enlisted during August 1914 in Manchester. 
He lived at 26 Ashbourne Road, Eccles with his mother Martha. 
His father Zachariah in 1910 
Herbert had landed at the Dardanelles on 10th August and writing home to his more 
on the 27th stated he had just come out of the firing line and that it was very quiet, 
though several of their men had been wounded by snipers. 
A pal of Herbert’s, Lance Corporal Kershaw, writing to his wife states:  
They were on the beach when Herbert was shot dead on 30th August. 
Prior to the war Herbert was employed in the accounts department of the 
Bridgewater Estates at Walkden 



  
 
 
Sergeant S 779 Arthur Handley Clayton 12th battalion Rifle Brigade                   Tony Flynn (SalfordOnline) 
 
At St Andrew's Church, Eccles, we have been handed some more fascinating information by SalfordOnline reader 
and church organist Kevin Walton on the life of Arthur Handley Clayton, a local soldier who has his own memorial 
window in the church.  
 
Arthur Handley Clayton was born on the 15th August, 1892 and was baptised in All Saints Church, Horton Bradford, 
West Yorkshire, his parents were Henry and Lily Clayton.  
 
The 1901 census shows the family residing at 2 Bindloss Avenue, Eccles with Henry Senior's occupation being a 
financial clerk, by 1911 they were residing at "Redclyffe", Sandwich Road, Eccles, this was an affluent area of Eccles 
and the family had a domestic servant, Emily Lawrence.  
 
The Eccles and Patricroft Journal dated Friday 7th March 1915 tells us more about the life and death of young Arthur 
Handley Clayton.  
 
He was educated at the Eccles and Manchester Grammar schools and entered a career with Messrs Edward 
Sassoon, Indian Merchants with a view to taking up an appointment abroad.  
 
When war broke out he was among the first to volunteer and on the 4th September 1914 he left for the Rifle Brigade 
Depot at Winchester. He was posted to the 12th Brigade and underwent his training on Salisbury Plain where he 
gained rapid promotion.  
 
On the 20th July 1915 he proceeded to France with his regiment and immediately took over trench duty. In the Loos 
attack the Rifle Brigade lost heavily, they held captured trenches for half a day against great odds and when they 
retired Clayton had been wounded first in the arm and then in the leg.  
 
Out of the 1,000 who went into fight only 462 of the Rifle Brigade answered the roll call afterwards, Clayton was 
amongst those reported missing, communications with comrades in the German prisons have left no hope that he is 
a prisoner and there appears to be little doubt that he was killed in the retirement on September 25th.  
 
Arthur Handley was awarded the Victory Medal and 1915 Star, his name is inscribed on panel 10 of the Ploegestreet 
Memorial, Commines-Warneton, Haimaut, Belgium.  
 
The England and Wales national Probate Calendar shows that he left £45 5s 6d to his father Henry Clayton.  
 
What a sad story and the waste of a life of a young man with the whole world ahead of him, who chose to make the 
ultimate sacrifice for his country and aged only 23, so if you visit St Andrew's church, take time out to have a look at 
his memorial window and reflect upon his short life. 
 
The family headstone reads 
 
Arthur Handley Clayton 
(9th Rifle brigade) 
Only son of above   (son of Henry & Lilly Clayton) 
Killed in action at Loos, France 
September 25th 1915, aged 23 years 
 
 
 



 
 
Sergeant 1415 Edward B Horsfield 1st / 5th battalion Manchester Regiment 
 

  
 
  

 
 
   The family headstone reads 
   Sergt. Edward Burton Horsfield 
   5th Batt Manchester Regt 
   The dearly beloved son of the above    (son of Thomas & Ellen) 
   Who died of wounds at Gallipoli 
   Aug 12th 1915, aged 20 years 
   His duty nobly done 
 
 
 

Teddy, as he was better known was born in Eccles and enlisted in the Manchester 
Territorial in Patricroft in 1911. His father had also served with them. 
The family lived at Fox Street, Eccles 
Teddy was called up, along with the rest of the ‘Eccles Pals’ under the command of 
Major Cronshaw last August  When the war started Teddy was a Lance Corporal. 
He died, on 12th August 1915, of wounds received in action in Gallipoli. 
Prior to the war he was a member of the Eccles Parish Boys Life Brigade. 
Writing to the parents, Thomas and Ellen, Major Cronshaw said he had a great regard 
and opinion of Teddy who he had known for all his four years of service. 
He was a quilt maker at the Eccles Manufacturing Company who were equally 
appreciative of his character and disposition. He was also very popular at Eccles 
Parish Church School and highly thought of by teachers and pupils alike. 
 



 
   Remembered at Agecroft Cemetery this quarter 
 

 
 
 
 
Private 11992 Robert Ireland 6th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment     
 

          
 
 
 

 
 
               

Robert was born in Pendleton and enlisted there on 27th August 1914. 
After training in Aldershot he was drafted to the Dardanelles and arrived there in 
early June. 
On the day he landed he was going up to the firing line when he was wounded in 
the chest by a bullet.   
He was carried back to a base hospital and treated there for some days. 
It was found that his lung had been badly damaged 
He was transferred to England and sent to Netley hospital arriving there on 27th 
June. His serious condition slowly condition worsened, and his wife, Sarah (nee 
Whitehead), was sent for.  
They had married at St. Paul’s Church Pendleton in 1912 and had a daughter, 
Alice (b.1912) and a son, Eric (B.1914) 
Robert died on Sunday 1st August. 
His body was sent to the family home in Brindleheath Road, Pendleton. 
He had a military funeral at Agecroft Cemetery which was attended by a large 
number of people. 
Prior to the war Robert worked as a garment presser in Manchester 
Robert has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. 
 



  

Three ‘Frost’ brothers 
 
Sergeant 1044 John Frost 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
John was born in Salford and he first enlisted on 25th September 1907 in the 6th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers as 
Private 787 John Frost for a period of 6 years and his occupation recorded as ‘drug grinder’ (maker pills). On 
completing his time he was added to the Reservist List. 
 
When war broke out he was immediately called up into the 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
His battalion was sent to Egypt, to guard the Suez Canal, in September 1914, as past of the East Lancashire 
Division. In early May the Division left Alexandria for Cape Helles on the Gallipoli Peninsula where the Allied troops 
had landed a few days before. John, now a sergeant, was ‘running a message’ from his commander to another 
section. These ‘message runs’ where usually done by volunteers. 
John got the message through but on the return run was shot through the heart, probably by a sniper. 
John was known as Jack by his pals. 
A close friend Sergeant Fletcher writing to a member of John’s family, says: 
‘It is with deepest sympathy that I write these few lines. I suppose you will have heard from the War Office about poor 
Jack. His end was swift and he had no pain, he was shot through the heart. One gets so hardened to death that it 
comes as matter of course, but when one’s greatest friend goes under it makes one think a lot. 
If I live to get home I can speak with freedom and not be afraid of the Censor. 
Some days words can not describe what goes on here. 
So no more for the present from your sincere friend’ 
John was the honorary secretary of the Bradford & Clayton Rugby Football Club, were he was much appreciated for 
his genial manner and organising skills 
John was the youngest of the three ‘Frost’ brothers to answer the King’s call. 
 
Lance Corporal 5578 George Frost 11th battalion Manchester Regiment 
George was born in Lower Broughton and enlisted at Ashton under Lyne   
He was the eldest of a family of three sons and three daughters 
George was drafted to the Manchester Regiment, a part of the 11th (North) Division.  
On the 27th August the first batch of 1,000 infantry (with a small proportion of regular officers and non-commissioned-
officers, from depot staffs) reached Grantham for training.  
Other parties followed and by the 21st September the strength of the infantry had risen to 13,000.  
 
At first there was the usual shortage of clothing, equipment, and arms, leading to some discomfort and to 
considerable delay in training for war. Nevertheless, on the 18th October Field-Marshal Earl Kitchener visited 
Grantham and inspected the infantry in Belton Park. Until the following April the Division remained scattered: infantry 
at Grantham, artillery at Leeds, Sheffield, Norwich, and Weedon; engineers at Newark; field ambulances at Sheffield; 
train at Lichfield.  
Then on the 4th April the 11th Division began to move to its concentration area at Witley and Frensham, and final 
training was carried out and divisional operations undertaken.  On the 31st May H.M. the King inspected the 11th 
Division on Hankley Common, and on the 12th June orders were received that the Division was to be ready to leave 
at short notice for the Dardanelles.    
On the 20th June embarkation began at Liverpool, and the bulk of the Division sailed in the ‘Aquitania’ and the 
‘Empress of Britain’. On the 10th July the ‘Aquitania’ with divisional headquarters and the 32nd Infantry Brigade 
reached the Greek Island Mudros.     
On the 23rd July all headquarters and troops at Mudros left Lemnos and moved to Imbros, and the 11th Division 
completed concentration at Imbros on the 28th July. During the landings of July 27th, George went to the aid of a pal 
who had stumbled in the sea, George also stumbled and drowned.                                                                           
Prior to the was he was a commercial traveller selling medical plasters 
 
 
Brother William Frost served the early part of the war with 13th battalion Manchester Regiment spending some time 
‘in the trenches of France’ 
On the absent Voters list of 1918 he is recorded as 
3AM 148913 William Frost RAF.  
Perhaps his pre war skills as an iron turner were better suited to repairing aircraft rather than firing a gun in a trench. 
William died in 1933 



 
The family headstone read: 
Also  Lance Corporal George Frost their son     (son of Mary Elizabeth & George) 
         Who was drowned in the Dardanelles 
         July 25th 1915 aged 37 years 
Also  Sgt John Frost their son 
          Killed in action in the Daranelles 
          Aug 7th 1915 aged 23 years 
          Great love hath no man that this 
          That a man may lay down his life for his friend 
 

Also   William Frost their son 
          Who died 14th Feb 1933 
           Aged 43 years 
 
 
 

Private 7174 William Henry Hammond 1st battalion The Kings Own Scottish Borderers. 
William was born in Ripon, Yorkshire about 1879.He married Kate Churn 25th October 1900 in Salford.  
Kate already had a daughter named Florence who was born in 1896, but the couple went on to have another 5 
children. 
Mary Elizabeth born 28th August1901 
Annie Louisa born 20th October1904 
Sarah Ann born 29th October 1909 
Frederick born 25th November 1913 
William Henry born 11th April 1915 
 
William was in the Army Reserve (Special Reserve) and was drafted into the Kings own Scottish Borderers with the 
service number 7147.   
The family were living at the time of his enlistment at 272 Whit Lane Pendleton Salford.  
His occupation was a Stoker. 
Accessing his service records describes William as being 5ft 7 inches tall, weighing 122 lbs with a chest 
measurement of 36 inches; He had brown hair and brown eyes. William also had several tattoos. On his right arm 
was a tattoo of crossed fingers, also a woman with 2 hands underneath and on his left arm was a tattoo of a soldier. 
 
Service Records 
William was home 20th July1914 to 4th December 1914 training and sent to France the next day before joining the 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force 3rd July1915 
Whilst on active service William was found guilty of some minor offences. 
At Benvish camp he forfeited 2 days pay for absent till 11.50 am on for 27th February1915 
Punishment forfeited 3 days pay.  
 
At Portland camp he was absent from 3.30 pm till found in his barrack room at 6 am on the 7th May 
He was in military hospital at the end of January 1915 suffering from frost bite. 
While in the army William received some dental treatment in March 1915 to remodel upper dentures and add teeth. 
 

On the 1911 Census, William and his family are living at 2 Balfour Street Pendleton 
 

William Hammond was killed in action on 22nd August 1915. 
There is documentation in Williams’s service papers showing that Kate Hammond was officially declared a widow on 
23rd June 1919, this was witnessed by Minister William Hughes of 129 Whit Lane Salford. 
William Hammond’s effects were sent to Kate on the 20th December 1915 this consisted of an identity disc. 
Williams widow was awarded a pension of 27/- (twenty seven shillings) for herself and 5 children with effect from 20th 
March 1916. 
 

The family headstone reads 
William Henry 
The beloved husband of 
Kate Hammond 
Killed in action 21st Aug 1916 
Aged 40 years 
 



 
 Remembered at Swinton Cemetery this quarter 
 

 
 
 

 
Sergeant 2033 John Bennett 1st / 6th Manchester Regiment 
John was born in 1892 in Swinton, and had five sisters 
John had been in the army for over six years. 
His parents, George and Emily were advised of his death, on 7th August, by letter 
from the War Office and later confirmed by the Preston Record Office. 
The ‘Manchester’s’ had landed on “W” and “V” in April and there were over 2000 
causalities. 
John was wounded shortly after the landings at Gallipoli and after a few days in 
hospital went back to the fighting line 
 
John’s battalion took part in the Third Battle of Krithia on 4 June.  
The 127th (Manchester) Brigade reached their first objective and advanced a further 
1,000 yards, capturing 217 Ottomans in the process.  
A few hours later, the brigade withdrew when an Ottoman counter-attack threatened its flanks. 
Further fighting took place at the positions the British had withdrawn to and were soon repulsed after many days 
fighting. 

 
He was killed in action on 7th August. 
John would have been promoted to ‘Second Lieutenant’, having been ‘gazetted’ four days after his death. 
John worked ‘Cooper & Cooper’ Chartered Accountants of Manchester. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
To the dear memory of 
John Bennett 
Who fell in action in Gallipoli 
Aug 7th 1915, aged 23 years 
Faithfully unto death 

 



 
 

Private 11555 Peter Reynolds 6th battalion Border Regiment      
                                    

 
 
 
 
 

His widowed mother, Mary received an official letter stating that their son had been killed in action on 21st August in 
the Dardanelles. 
Peter, who worked at the Moses Gate Wash Pit before the war 
 
The family headstone reads: 
Peter, son of the above              (son of Charles and Mary) 
Who was killed in action at the  
Dardanelles 25th August 1915 
Aged 24 years 
 
 
 
 
 
Gunner 49485 John Arnold Berry 12th Siege battery Royal Garrison Artillery 
 

 
 

John was killed in action on 28th August 
His personal items, a purse, watch, small book containing family photos and a ½ penny stamp were sent to his wife 
John had worked at the Wheat sheaf colliery in Pendlebury prior to the war. 
 
The family headstone reads: 
John Arnold Berry 
Their son                                                   (son of Edward & Elizabeth) 
Killed in action in France 
28th August 1915 
Aged 28 years 
 
 
 

Peter was born in Swinton and enlisted in Pendleton in 1914. 
In his last letter home, dated 15th August 1915, he says: 
‘I would prefer the firing trench to the dug outs because the enemy have a 
better chance of shelling you in the dug outs. 
It’s no place fit for a human being but it is a good place for the Kaiser and 
his companions. I wish you could hear the Gurkhas praise the English. 
They cannot praise us too highly. 
They would give us anything 
I’ve seen a lot of the Swinton and Pendlebury pals here belonging to the 
Cross Lane Terriers’ 
He added the company were about to go to the trenched again and 
expressed the hope that he would be back in England before too long. 

John was born in Swinton and enlisted in Manchester on 5th November 1914. 
He had three brothers and two sisters. 
John married Edith Clegg at S t. George’s Church, Salford in 1908 
They had two boys, Ernest who was born in May 1909 and John who was born in April 1912 
 
After training he arrived in Rouen (Franc) on 22nd July 1915 and he was drafted to the 12th 
Siege Battery on 7th August, The battery had landed in France on 8th March 1915. 
The Siege Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high 
explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch 
and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge railway- or road-mounted 12 inch howitzers. 
As British artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were most often employed in 
destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on 
strongpoint’s, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy lines.   
 



 
 
 

Private 2530 James Bull Reid 6th battalion Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow) 
 
James was born in Swinton in 1892 and in 1901 the family were living at 43 Crofts Bank Road in Urmston. 
His father, Walter, was the manager of a firm that made belts and was born in Glasgow.                                
 His mother Emily was born in Fareham.                                                                                                        
James had two sisters, Elizabeth (born in Glasgow in 1891) and Emily (born in 1895 in Swinton)                     
His brother William Charles was born in Eccles in 1897. 
His father Walter died in Stretford in 1903 
On the 1911 census William is at boarding school in the village of Bushley in Herefordshire. 
  
 6th (City of Glasgow) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry was a unit of the Territorial Force with its HQ at 172 Yorkhill 
Street, Glasgow. They were part of HLI Brigade, Lowland Division.  
They had just departed for annual summer camp when war broke out in August 1914.  
They were at once mobilised and moved to Dunfermline in a defensive role.  
Latewr the unit was involved in training exercises at different locals through Britain. 
 
On the 11th of May 1915 the formation was renamed 157th Brigade, 52nd (Lowland) Division.  
On the 26th of May they sailed from Devonport for Gallipoli, via Egypt and Mudros.  
They landed at Cape Helles on the 3rd of July.  
 
James was in action at Achi Baba Nullah lead by Lieutenant General Aylmer Hunter-Westond, the Commander at 
Helles, who was determined to one final fling at there.                            
Once the two remaining brigades of the 52nd Division had landed (the 155th and 157th Brigades) he planned a new 
attack for 12th July in the centre of the line east of the Krithia Road and along Achi Baba Nullah (also known as Kanlı 
Dere and Bloody Valley) where the Royal Naval Division had spent most of its time at Helles and suffered so badly 
during the third battle of Krithia.                                                                                          
It was expected that due to heavy Ottoman losses in the previous battle, morale would be low.                      
The plan was for one brigade to attack in the morning and the other to attack in the afternoon so that the full weight 
of artillery support could be lent to each brigade.                                                                                  
 The 155thBrigade would attack at 7.35 am and the 157th at 4.50 pm. Bombardment began at 4:30 am, from land, sea 
and air.                                                                                                                                                  
14 Allied planes participated in softening up the Ottoman defences, one of the first such combined actions in military 
history. Both attacks began well with the capture of the first Ottoman trench but descended into chaos and confusion 
as, in a repeat of the April and May Helles battles, the troops advanced too far, lost contact and came under artillery 
and machine gun fire. The next morning confusion and panic resulted in a disorderly retreat which was eventually 
halted but Hunter-Weston ordered the advance to resume and sent the battered Royal Naval Division in again. They 
suffered a further 600 casualties on this occasion but the line was stabilised. By the end of the battle, one third of the 
52nd Division had become casualties, James Reid was one of those who fell   General Egerton was temporarily 
dismissed from his command of the division for protesting at the treatment of his troops. 
 
Newspaper cutting (Daily Record and Mail [Glasgow] 14.10. 
 
Pte. James B. Reid 1/6th Highland Light Infantry, elder son of Mrs. James C. Ure, 1085 Pollokshaws Road, 
Shawlands and of the late Mr. Walter D. Reid, Manchester, was it is officially intimated, killed at the Dardanelles on 
the 12th July. Pte. Reid who formerly resided with his mother at 37 Elgin Terrace, Dowanhill, was in the employment 
of Messrs. Aitchinson & Blair engineers, Clydebank. He was 23 years of age 
 
 
The family headstone reads 
James Bull Reid 
Born in Swinton 1892 
Killed in action 
Gallipoli 1915 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aylmer_Hunter-Weston
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Help us? 
 

We are going to produce this quarterly news sheet........following the Great War but from 100 years later.  
 
So we will be reporting on events of spring 1915 in the spring of 2015. 
 
We got a list of over 1000 people killed in the Great War who are remembered on headstones in Weaste Cemetery. 
 
At Peel Green there over 300 of such headstones. 
 
At Swinton there about 60 and currently 130 on the Agecroft list which is not yet completed. 
 
 
We want to ask family's to tell us the story of their ancestors who served in the Great War that 
are remembered on a headstone at one of the four Cemeteries. 
 

 

Produced by ‘Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust’ 
Debbie Yates 
Peter Kilvert 
Jean Cowerd 
Beryl Patten 
Gerald Tidswell 
 
With lots of help from 
Duncan McCormick   Salford Local History Museum 
Garry Hemlsey    SWARM’ (Salford War Memorials) 
Tony Flynn   Salfordonline 
 

Contact details: 
e-mails to  
Gerald Tidswell:   tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk 
Phone 01942 730013 
 
Peter Kilvert:            pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com 
Phone 0161 748 3123 




