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England and conscription.
When war broke out in 1914 Britain had a relatively small army.
The government immediately called for volunteers and hundreds of thousands of
men joined up.
By late 1915, however, more troops were needed and the numbers of volunteers
had been falling all year
The Derby Scheme was launched in autumn 1915 by the Earl of Derby,
Kitchener's new Director General of Recruiting, to determine whether British
manpower goals could be met by volunteers or if conscription was necessary.
Each eligible man aged 18 to 41 who was not in a "starred" (essential) occupation
had to make a public declaration.
When the scheme was announced there was a surge in recruiting because many men volunteered without
waiting to be ‘fetched’.
It was a huge undertaking.
Each eligible man’s pink card from the recently completed National Register was copied onto a blue card,
which was sent to his local Parliamentary Recruiting Committee.
The Committees appointed canvassers who were "tactful and influential men" not liable for service, many were
experienced political agents.
Discharged veterans and fathers of serving men proved most effective.
A few canvassers threatened rather than cajoled.
Women were not permitted to canvas but did track men who had moved.
Each man was handed a letter from Derby explaining the program, emphasizing that they were in "… a
country fighting, as ours is, for its very existence ..."
Face to face with the canvasser each man announced whether or not he would attest to join the forces, no one
was permitted to speak for him.
Those who attested promised to go to the recruiting office within 48 hours; many were accompanied there
immediately.
If found fit they were sworn in and paid a signing bonus of 2s 9d. (About £9.30 today)
The following day they were transferred to Army Reserve B.
A khaki armband bearing the Royal Crown was to be provided to all who had enlisted or who had been
rejected, as well as to starred and discharged men (they were no longer issued or worn after compulsion was
introduced). The enlistee’s data was copied onto a new white card which was used to assign him to one of 46
married or unmarried age groups.
They were promised that only entire groups would be called for active service and they would have 14 days’
advance notice.
Single men's groups would be called before married; any who wed after the day the Scheme began were
classified as single.
Married men were promised that their groups would not be called if too few single men attested, unless
conscription was introduced.
The survey was done in November and December 1915.
It obtained 318,553 medically fit single men.
However, 38% of single men and 54% of married men had publicly refused to enlist.

(Wikipedia)

Italian Press views
Milan, Saturday.
The ‘Corriere dells Sera’ commenting upon the agreement between the British Government and the working
classes regarding voluntary recruiting, says:
The campaign of trade unionists is the last experiment in the voluntary system.
If it does not succeed in providing the necessary volunteers it is clear the trade unions are automatically
pledged to accept conscription.
The Government avoids imposing compulsory military service on the still reluctant working classes and is
preparing the masses gradually to accept conscription by associating them with the common responsibility
which would be entailed by the exigencies of the military situation if the voluntary system proved insufficient as
appears evident.
On the other hand the democratic ‘Secolo’ says:
The Government has put an end to a campaign which was inopportune and dangerous for national concord.
The voluntary system responds to the traditions and spirit of the country.
The ‘Journal’ does not doubt the present system will give enough volunteers. England’s difficulty, it says, is to
provide arms, ammunition and officers for the men who have already enlisted.
It considers the movement in favour of conscription to have been made rather for political reasons than as a
real necessity of the moment. Reuter (Manchester Evening News 4th October 1915)
Conscription
What really happened at the joint meeting of the Labour Executives which was addressed by Lord Kitchener
and Mr. Asquith was disclosed last night in an official statement issued by Mr. A. Henderson
The conference has passed a resolution repudiating as grossly inaccurate the report which appeared in the
‘Manchester Guardian’
This report after stating that Lord Kitchener’s new plan for recruiting was to apply the Militia Ballot, stated that
the impression made at the meeting was that Mr. Asquith would rather resign than consent to conscription.
The resolution says:The impression said to have been created was not as stated and the suggestion that there were differences of
views between the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for War is untrue, as is also the further
suggestion of Mr. Asquith’ resignation in certain eventualities.
This is what the conference agreed to:Declared its belief that all the men needed could be obtained by the volunteer system.
Pledged itself to assist in securing these men.
Decided to organise a special labour recruiting campaign.
The conference suggested that voluntary recruiting would be more successful if the Government would –
State frankly what has already been done by voluntary means for the prosecution of the war.
What are the present and future needs in men for the Navy, Army and munitions works.
Insist that employers shall no longer prevent their men from enlisting.
A committee was appointed to prosecute the campaign by meetings and conferences of workers, the
circulation of recruiting literature and the sending of deputations of labour organisations to explain the needs of
the country. (Daily Mail 1st October 1915)
Against Conscription
In view of the grave position that may arise after 30th November the
‘No Conscription Fellowship’ is summoning a national convention in
London to re-affirm the principle and policy of the organisation and
to receive detailed recommendations from the National Executive
as to the steps that should be taken in the event of conscription
being enforced. (Manchester Evening News 13th November 1915)

Eccles Free Churchmen and conscription
A meeting of the Eccles and Patricroft Free Church Council held on Friday, prolonged consideration was given
to the question of conscription and the following resolution was passed:
‘Believing that conscription is a serious menace to liberty of conscience and that it would establish militarism in
this country, this Council strongly protests against the introduction of any form of compulsion.’
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 24th December 1915)

Anti Conscription – Salford Council and a teachers view
A very interesting discussion arose during the Salford Council meeting, today, on the question as to the
attitude of the Education Committee to an official of theirs who was said to hold anti conscription views.
The matter was first mentioned by Mr. Bratherton who said he would like an answer to questions he had
previously put to the chairman of the Education Committee in regards to that official.
Alderman Huddart said Sir William Stephens, (Chairman of the Education Committee) and was not present at
the meeting, desired to leave the matter in the hands of the Council.
It was perfectly clear that the employee referred to did not intend to leave the Anti Conscription Association, of
which he was a member.
Mr. Bratherton asked if he would be in order in moving that official concerned, who was a teacher, should have
his appointment terminated.
The Mayor (Alderman Hulton) said this could only be done by notice of motion.
The Town Clerk, who was asked to explain the position in regard to an immediate discussion of the matter,
said the official referred to hold views on conscription which were not entertained by other people.
Outside his official duties he gave prominence to those views.
Mr. Davies said the man had a perfect right to hold his views.
Proceeding the Town Clerk said that Mr.Bratherton must either get the Education Committee to give notice to
quit the official mentioned, or he must bring in a motion before the Council.
If the man was dismissed it might be said that they had made a martyr of him.
A Council member stated ‘you can’t make a martyr of a traitor’
Mr. Bratherton said he would take the course suggested by the Town Clerk and bring a motion before the
Council.
(Manchester Evening News 1st December 1915)

After much debate and the teacher, a Mr. Hudson from the Technical College being questioned by the Council
the issue was put to a vote as to dismiss Mr. Hudson or not.
The vote was twenty four to eight in keeping Mr. Hudson as a teacher. (Manchester Evening News 8th December
1915)

The debate
With the debate about Conscription being questioned throughout the country and at every political meeting
and the big recruiting programme not meeting the numbers expected it looks more likely that the ‘conscription’
lobby will have their day.

On 28th December the government says it is to introduces adult male conscription bill before Parliament

Edith Cavell cared for all the wounded, regardless of nationality.
She was greatly criticised by many at the time for assisting the German and Austrian soldiers, when they were
fighting against the British. Edith soon began to work with others to smuggle the Allied soldiers that she was
caring for, out of the hospital and into neutral Holland.
Arrest and Execution
After a lengthy investigation, the suspicions of the German Officials grew and Edith, along with others, was
arrested. She knew of the implications in being involved with the underground, so Edith kept it a secret from
many of her nurses.
When interrogated by the German officials, Edith provided all of the details surrounding the underground and
she was sent to trial with 35 others.
Most were sentenced to hard labour
Despite international pressure for mercy, she was shot by a German firing squad on the 12th October at 2 am.
Her execution received worldwide condemnation and extensive press coverage.
From local newspaper of the time:
Heroic nurse
A callous Officer
Such details as it is possible to collect here concerning the execution of Miss Edith Cavell at Brussels are as
follows (telegraphs the Amsterdam correspondent of the ‘Daily Mail’.
The charge against her was treason, for aiding Belgium men to escape to England.
It was stated that she hid them in her house, provided them with money and addresses in England, and helped
to smuggle them across the frontier.
The Germany military court found her guilty and sentenced her to death by shooting.
The execution ground was a garden or yard in Brussels, surrounded by a wall.
A German firing party of six men and an officer were drawn up in the garden and awaited their victim.
She was led in by soldiers from a house near by, blindfolded with a black scarf.
Up to this minute the woman, though deadly white, had stepped out bravely to meet her fate.
But before the rifle party her strength gave out and she tottered and fell to the ground thirty yards or more from
the spot against the wall where she was to be shot.
The officer in charge of the execution walked to her.
She lay prone on the ground motionless.
The officer then drew a large service revolver from his belt, took steady aim from his knee ands shot the
woman through the head as she lay on the floor.
The firing party looked on.
The officer quietly returned his revolver to its case and then ordered the soldiers to carry the body to the
house, where the charge was taken of it by a Belgium woman acting under the instructions of the Spanish
Minister, who had undertaken the responsibility for the body pending arrangements for the burial.
The execution of Miss Cavell has shocked the whole Belgian community, who speak of it as the bloodiest act
of the whole war. (Manchester Evening News 18 October 1915)

Miss Edith Cavell’s association with Manchester
Miss Cavell, the heroic nurse, who has been infamously executed at Brussels by the Germans, was at one
time the matron of the Bradford Nursing Home.
Those with whom she came into contact were much impressed by her work.
She was spoken of as a conscientious Lady, of quiet, pleasing manners, who carried out her duties with
complete satisfaction.
She was here in 1906, fulfilling temporary duties owing to the illness of the permanent matron.
Altogether she was at the Home about nine months.
She left to undertake nursing work in Belgium with the good wishes of the committee, who had the highest
opinion of her methods and ability. . (Manchester Evening News 19 October 1915)

English Lady Executed in Brussels
Foreign Office Statement
The following statement has been received by the Press Bureau from the Foreign Office for publication:
The Foreign Office are informed by the United Stares Ambassador that Miss Edith Cavell, lately head of a
large training school for nurses at Brussels, who was arrested on August 5th last by the German authorities at
that place, was executed on the 13th inst. after sentence of death had been passed on her.
It is understood that the charge against Miss Cavell was that she had harboured fugitive British and French
soldiers and Belgians of military age and assisted them to escape from Belgium in order to join the colours.
So far as the Foreign Office are aware, no charge of espionage was brought against her.
(The Guardian 16th October 1915)

From American press ((Liverpool Echo 23rd October 1915)
Moral Leper
New York Friday 22nd Oct. – Details respecting the execution of Miss Edith Cavell were received here too late
for general editorial comment but the headlines indicate the difficulty experienced in concealing American
indignation and horror.
The ‘Tribune’ declares that Miss Cavell was shot in haste as Mr. Whitlock pleaded for her life.
Sentenced at five in the evening the British nurse was put to death at two in the morning, despite most earnest
entreaties to the Governor General. The promise to notify the decision was broken.
Whilst everyone realises that America’s representatives did everything possible to fulfil the obligations incurred
when they took charge of British interests, Americans are greatly grieved that the indefatigable efforts of Mr.
Whitlock, Mr. Gibson and others proved fruitless.
Above everything there is a feeling of horror that Von Bissing should have brutally ‘rushed’ the execution of a
woman for whom even the Germans would have pleaded, in order to guard against the possibility of a pardon.
The ‘Herald’ under the heading ‘Nana Sahib in Belgium’ ‘foreshadows the national abhorrence which will hold
Germany to be the moral leper of civilisation’. After reciting Mr. Whitlock’s report, it comments that it will cause
a wave of horror to sweep over the world at the passivity of a nation which is capable of perpetrating such
terrible deeds as a mere matter of military routine succeeding in this was and dominating Europe.
‘So long as there is a possibility of such a success’ the journal adds ‘ and such domination, there can be no
feeling of security in any country where popular government exists’
The ‘Times’ heading summarises the report, bitterly declaring – ‘They hurried Edith Cavell to death at night,
ignoring the protests of the diplomatists, and trying to hide her fate from them’
Even the friends of Germany here declare that the disgrace of this inhuman revenge on a woman whose
devotion to her country might well have won the admiration of Germany, would never be effected, going into
history with the invasion of Belgium as the outstanding crime of the century.
George Bateman

Image from French magazine

British Losses reported
Mr. Molteno asked the Primer Minister in the House of Commons what are the total causalities in the main field
of operations repetitively, distinguishing killed, wounded and missing, as well as the total causalities in all fields
of operations up to 9th December (1915).
In a written answer in today’s Parliamentary debates, the Prime Minister supplies the following figures:Flanders & France

Total

Officers
4829
9943
1699
16,471

Other ranks
77,473
241,359
52,685
371,517

Total

Officers
1667
3028
350
5,045

Other ranks
24,535
72,781
12,191
109,510

Officers
871
694
100
1665

Other ranks
10,548
10,953
2,518
24,019

Killed
Wounded
Missing

Dardanelles
Killed
Wounded
Missing

Other Theatres
Killed
Wounded
Missing
Total

Grand total for all Theatres (Officers and other ranks)
Killed
119,923
Wounded
338,758
Missing
69,546
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 31st December 1915)

Belgian Soldiers death at Patricroft
The funeral took place at Moston Cemetery on Friday of a Belgium soldier who was one of the wounded men
of the Allied Forces to arrive in Eccles.
Dieudonne Boulanger, 8th Regimente de Ligne and he was one of four Belgium soldiers who were entertained
during their convalescence by Mr. & Mrs.T.H. Gardner J.P. of Ellesmere Park.
After his recovery Boulanger received his discharge from the Belgium Army and obtained employment at
Nassan Mill in Cawdor Street, Patricroft. He contracted enteric fever and died in the hospital of the Patricroft
Board of Guardians.
The Belgium Consul arranged the funeral, and the mourners included M. Gallé, the Belgium Consul in
Manchester, Mr. John H. Billinge, chancellor to the Consulate and M. Wauters.
A large number of wounded Belgium soldiers, who are recovering from their injuries in various parts of this
country, including 24 from Summer Hill in Pendleton, attended the funeral.
United States of America
On 22nd November the government of the USA refused compensation for the sinking of the ‘Lusitania’ on 7th
May.
The offer by Germany was a payment of $1000 for each US passenger killed.

Most wounded
Sergt. George Davies, 2nd battalion East Yorkshire Regiment, who is now in hospital ay Higham Ferrers,
Northamptonshire, may perhaps claim to hold the record in the British Army for the largest number of wounds
received in action at one time. He had 40 of them, 30 being in the right leg (which has since been amputated),
three in the left leg, five in the back and one each in the arm and the hand.
William enlisted as soon as war began and has been on active service in France for several months.
He was wounded whilst leading a section of bomb throwers.
George’s brother lives at 132 Manchester Road, Swinton.
William does not live in the district now. (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 12th November 1915)

Local Men
Amongst the killed in the recent fighting in Flanders was Captain H. de Trafford, a nephew of Lady Annette de
Trafford of Irwell Bank, Eccles. He was the eldest son of the late Augustus de Trafford and a cousin of the
present head of the family, Sir Humphrey.
He was serving with the South Staffordshire Regiment and in a letter received by Lady Annette it is stated that
when he fell the gallant officer told his men not to mind him but to go forward and win.
Reference to his death was made at St. Mary’s R.C. Church at Eccles on Sunday morning, Dean Newton
reminding the congregation that as a boy he was present at one of the services in connection with the opening
of the church . (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 8th October 1915)
Private John Scott, of the 8th King’s Own Scottish Borderers, whose home is at 148, Ellesmere Street,
Patricroft, is reported missing. The battalion took part in the fighting at Loos at the end of September and John
did not answer the roll after that engagement. He enlisted about 10 months age and before the war John was
a shoemaker (Eccles & Patricroft 22nd October 1915)

Private 15216 James Streets 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers “B” company
James was killed whilst on sentry duty, he was in an advanced section of the first
firing line, with Private Hamer (of Monton), when the trench was mined and blown
up by the Germans. Both men were buried in the debris.
Although many attempts were made to recover the bodies they could not because
of the German snipers and machine gun fire.
Before the war James was a lorry driver employed by the Eccles Co-operative
Society and lived at Philip Street, Patricroft (Eccles & Patricroft 22nd October 1915)

Patricroft Family with no slackers
Although approaching his 58th birthday, Mr. Edwin Coe of 2, Ash Street, Patricroft, persuaded the military
authorities of his fitness for active service soon after the war broke out.
He has been hard at work trench digging in Flanders with the Pioneer battalion of the Royal Engineers until an
attack of rheumatism necessitated his return to a military hospital in Nottingham.
His son Sergeant George Coe is one of the noble eight who remained of the original Eccles detachment of the
5th Manchesters in Gallipoli in October. He then contracted dysentery and bronchitis and after spending six
weeks in hospital at Worsley Hall is now at the Heaton Park hospital.
His other son, Private Charles Coe, joined the Manchester Pals and went on active service with the 20th
battalion.
He was injured whilst taking rations to his comrades and is now in Dublin Castle hospital.
Both sons worked at the New Eccles Rubber Works, (Eccles & Patricroft 22nd October 1915)

Pioneer 115417 Harry Flack 4th Labour battalion Royal Engineers was born in Burslam in
Staffordshire and enlisted in Manchester on 16th August this year when he was 41 years of age.
He originally enlisted when the war broke out and was discharged due to poor health but was accepted
again when his condition improved this summer.
His wife, Jane, received notification of his death only four days after the event. Harry was killed on 12th
October in France when he was severely wounded by German shell firing when he was digging a
trench. After treatment in a field hospital he died the same evening.
The letter said ‘he died as truly for his country as if he had been in the firing line’
His family lived at 13, Silk Street, Eccles. He leaves a wife and eight children.
(Eccles & Patricroft Journal 22nd October 1915)

Doctor Dowzer, of Eccles who has joined the Royal Army Medical Corps left on Saturday for active service
with the troops on the western front. Another Eccles practitioner, Doctor Corsar Sturrock is again doing
temporary duty at one of Sir Henry Norman’s hospitals in Boulogne. (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 22nd October 1915)

Private Ernest Gilson (114 Folly Lane, Swinton) writing to Mr & Mrs Politt (Bain Street, Swinton)
about his time near Loos.
Ernest who is a clerk at one of the headquarters of the division say they were hotly engaged in
the fighting near Loos on 25th September. ‘It’s the toughest part of the line, he wrote, that our
Brigade had to take the Hohenzollern Redoubt, and we sustained heavy losses. Our
headquarters were not far from the firing line but the only causalities we had were two wounded.
Two of our cooks were buried in a dugout but we got them out alright
In normal times we are about a mile behind but when an attack comes off we move up. I was just outside a
dugout taking to two other chaps when a shell burst over our heads. They thought I was hit, but luckily it was
only two small bits that struck the top of my cap. Several Officers of the Brigade were killed. (Eccles & Patricroft Journal
5th November 19150

Soldiers drowned
Two soldiers lost their lives in the Manchester Ship Canal yesterday whilst on military guard.
They apparently missed their footing on account of the heavy fog that enveloped the canal, and fell into the
water.
The first accident happened early in early in the morning, for when Private J. Madden (45) went on duty at
Irlam docks in the small hours, and about a couple of hours later he was missed.
Dragging operations were immediately commenced and went on all day and resumed today.
Sergeant William Rothwell was drowned at Barton Locks (further details in Weaste section)
(Manchester Evening News 18th November 1915)

Billeted in French Barn
Private James Taylor of 20th Manchester Regiment, who lives at Firs Street, Cadishead writing to the Red
Cross Committee thanking them for their seasonal gifts goes on to say:
‘Up top the time of writing we have not been in the trenches, but our turn may come any day.
At present we are billeted in a barn in a French village the whereabouts of which I am of course not allowed to
say. A barn may not sound a cheery place but we are very comfortable, especially at night, for by huddling
together we keep very warm.
Since landing in France we have paraded and drilled just as though we were in England and it is hard to
realize that one is so near the firing line. I believe it is about 15 miles away.
Last Sunday we had a service in a field.
From the firing line the sound of the big guns could be heard and when I thought of the peaceful services at
home. I felt how great the contrast was.’ (Eccles & Patricroft Journal 10th December 1915)

Zeppelins
Pilkington and Sons the St. Helens glass manufactures received the following message from Paris:‘Our Maubeuge works chimney was destroyed when a Zeppelin crashing into it and all the occupants of the
Zeppelin were killed’ (Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20 October 1915)
Raids
As announced by us in our later edition last night, the following official statement was made from the Press
Bureau yesterday evening:The War Office announces that a fleet of hostile airships attacked the Eastern Counties and parts of London
last night and dropped bombes.
Anti aircraft guns of the Royal Artillery attached to the Central Force were in action.
An airship was seen to keel over and drop to a lower altitude.
Five aeroplanes of the Royal Flying Corps went up but owing to the atmospheric conditions only one
aeroplane succeeded in locating an airship but then lost it in the fog.
Some houses were damaged and several fires started but no serious damage was caused to military material.
All fires were soon got under control by the fire brigade.
The following military causalities, in addition to the one announced last night, have been reported: - 14 killed
and 13 wounded.
The Home Office announces the following causalities, other than the military ones reported above:Killed:
27 men, 9 women and 5 children; total 41
Injured:
64 men, 30 women and 7 children. Total 101
Of these causalities 32 killed and 95 injured were in the London area. (Burton Daily Mail 15 October 1915)

Chronology of First World War
Oct 7 – Dec 4 Serbia is invaded by Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Bulgaria.
Oct 14
Bulgaria declares war on Serbia
Morava Offensive, a phase of the Central Powers Invasion of Serbia, Bulgarians break through
Oct 14 – Nov 9
Serbian lines.
Ovche Pole Offensive, a phase of the Central Powers invasion of Serbia, Bulgarians break through
Oct 14 –Nov 15
Serbian lines.
Oct 15
The United Kingdom declares war on Bulgaria.
Oct 16
France declares war on Bulgaria.
Oct 17 –Nov 21 Battle of Krivolak, start of the set up of the Salonika Front.
Oct 18 – Nov 4 Third Battle of the Isonzo
Oct 19
Italy and Russia declare war on Bulgaria.
A French army lands in Salonika and, with the help of British and Italian troops, sets up a Balkan
Oct 27
Front.
Nov 10 – Dec 2 Fourth Battle of the Isonzo
Nov 10 – Dec 4 Kosovo Offensive, a phase of the Central Powers invasion of Serbia, Serbians pushed into Albania.
Nov 22–25
Battle of Ctesiphon, in present-day Iraq.
The Serbian army collapses. It will retreat to the Adriatic Sea and be evacuated by the Italian and
Nov 27
French Navies.
Dec
Start of battle of Lake Tanganyika.
Dec 6–12
Battle of Kosturino
Dec 7
The First Siege of Kut, Mesopotamia, by the Ottomans begins.
Dec 19
Douglas Haig replaces John French as commander of the British Expeditionary Force.
Dec 20
Evacuation of Gallipoli was complied apart from Cape Helles

Gallipoli
Ever since the commander of the Gallipoli campaign, General Sir Ian Hamilton asked for a further 95,000
troops in August there has been a growing concern about the lack of success and the ever increasing number
of causalities.
To make matters worse storms damaged several piers, used for unloading supplies and evacuation of
casualties, early in October.
Lord Kitchener, the British Secretary of War says that ‘abandonment would be the most disastrous event in the
history of the British Empire. General Sir Ian Hamilton estimates that such action would result in losing 50% of
his troops.
In November, Lord Kitchener, the British Secretary of War went on a fact finding mission to Gallipoli.
On 16th October commander of the Gallipoli campaign, General Sir Ian Hamilton receives notice that he will be
replaced by General Sir Charles Monro whose first request is fro winter clothing for the troops.
On 7th December it was decided to evacuate the troops from Suvla Bay and Ari Burna starting the next day.
The first phase goes much better than expect due to the meticulous planning of General William Birdwood.
However, the Turks did little to hinder the evacuation.
The evacuation was complied by 20th December by which time 83,000 men, 186 artillery guns, 1700 vehicles
and up to 1700 transport horses had been removed from the peninsula, all at night.
The evacuation was complied by 20th December but some troops were left at Cape Helles and were not
removed until 28th December.

(Birmingham Gazette 20 December 1915)

31st October 1915. Introduction of steel helmets for British.
Soldiers of most nations went into war wearing cloth, felt, or leather headgear that offered no protection from
modern weapons. The huge number of lethal head wounds that modern artillery weapons inflicted upon the
French Army led them to introduce the first modern steel helmets in the summer of 1915.
The first French helmets were bowl-shaped steel "skullcaps" worn under the cloth caps.
These rudimentary helmets were soon replaced by the Model 1915 Adrian helmet, designed by August-Louis
Adrian.
At about the same time, the British War Office had seen a similar need for steel helmets.
The War Office Invention Department was ordered to evaluate the French design.
They decided that it was not strong enough and too complex to be swiftly manufactured.
British industry was not geared up to an all-out effort of war production in the early days of World War I, which
also led to the shell shortage of 1915.
A design patented in 1915 by John L. Brodie of London offered advantages over the French design.
It was constructed in one piece that could be pressed from a single thick sheet of steel, giving it added
strength.
Brodie's design resembled the medieval infantry kettle hat or chapel-de-fer, unlike the German Stahlhelm,
which resembled the medieval sallet.
The Brodie had a shallow circular crown with a wide brim around the edge, a leather liner and a leather
chinstrap. The helmet's "soup bowl" shape was designed to protect the wearer's head and shoulders from
shrapnel shell projectiles bursting from above the trenches.
The design allowed the use of relatively thick steel that could be formed in a single pressing while maintaining
the helmet's thickness. This made it more resistant to projectiles but it offered less protection to the lower head
and neck than other helmets.
The original design (Type A) was made of mild steel with a brim 1.5–2 inches (38–51 mm) wide.
The Type A was in production for just a few weeks before the specification was changed and the Type B was
introduced in October 1915.
The specification was altered at the suggestion of Sir Robert Hadfield to a harder steel with 12% manganese
content, which became known as "Hadfield steel", which was virtually impervious to shrapnel hitting from
above ballistically this increased protection for the wearer by 10 per cent. It could withstand a .45 calibre pistol
bullet travelling at 600 feet (180 m) per second fired at a distance of 10 feet (3.0 m).
It also had a narrower brim and a more domed crown.
The original paint scheme, suggested by Brodie, was a mottled light green, blue, and orange camouflage but
they were also painted in green or blue-grey
That same month the first delivery of the helmets was made to British Army troops. Initially, there were far from
enough helmets to equip every man, so they were designated as "trench stores", to be kept in the front line
and used by each unit that occupied the sector.
It was not until the summer of 1916, when the first one million helmets had been produced, that they could be
generally issued.
The Brodie helmet reduced casualties but was criticized by General Herbert Plumer on the grounds that it was
too shallow and too light-reflective, its rim was too sharp, and its lining was too slippery.
These criticisms were addressed in the Mark I model helmet of 1916, which had a separate folded rim, a twopart liner and matte khaki paint finished with sand, sawdust, or crushed cork to give a dull, non-reflective
appearance.
In 1917, the liner was modified to include a rubber cushion to make it more comfortable, although this was not
adopted for the M1917.
The weight of a Mark I helmet was approximately 1.3 pounds (0.59 kg). (Wikipedia)

Frederick Wilfred Scott Stokes – who later became Sir Wilfred Stokes KBE – designed the mortar in January
1915. The British Army was at the time trying to develop a weapon that would be a match for the Imperial
German Army's Minenwerfer mortar, which was in use on the Western Front.
Stokes's design was initially rejected in June 1915 because it was unable to use existing stocks of British
mortar ammunition, and it took the intervention of David Lloyd George (at that time Minister of Munitions) and
Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Matheson of the Trench Warfare Supply Department (who reported to Lloyd George)
to expedite manufacture of the Stokes mortar.
The Stokes mortar was a simple weapon, consisting of a smoothbore metal tube fixed to a base plate (to
absorb recoil) with a lightweight bipod mount. When a mortar bomb was dropped into the tube, an impact
sensitive primer in the base of the bomb would make contact with a firing pin at the base of the tube, and
detonate, firing the bomb towards the target.
The barrel is a seamless drawn-steel tube necked down at the breech or base end.
To the breech end is fitted a base cap, within which is secured a firing pin protruding into the barrel.
The caps at each end of the bomb cylinder were 81 mm diameter.
The bomb was fitted with a modified hand grenade fuze on the front, with a perforated tube containing a
propellant charge and an impact-sensitive cap at the rear.
Range was determined by the amount of propellant charge used and the angle of the barrel.
A basic propellant cartridge was used for all firing, and covered short ranges.
Up to four additional "rings" of propellant were used for incrementally greater ranges.
The four rings were supplied with the cartridge and gunners discarded the rings which were not needed.
One potential problem was the recoil, which was "exceptionally severe, because the barrel is only about 3
times the weight of the projectile, instead of about one hundred times the weight as in artillery.
Unless the legs are properly set up they are liable to injury". (Wikipedia)

Remembered this quarter at Weaste Cemetery.

Sergeant 20210 William Rothwell 6th battalion Manchester Regiment
William enlisted, in Oldham at the outbreak of war, at the age of 46 year and as a ‘reservist’ was drafted to the
Manchester Regiment for home service.
He was on sentry duty at Barton Lock on a foggy Wednesday evening in November, when he died.
At the inquest Private George Thorp stated that on the night in question Rothwell entered the guardroom
remarked that owing to the density of the fog it was too dangerous for the sentry to be at the other side of the
locks. Sergeant Rothwell left the room with the object of speaking to the sentry and shortly afterwards he
heard him call out. On going to see what wrong Throp said he could not discover anything and when the
sergeant did not return it was assumed that he had slipped into the water.
Rothwell’s body was found by the police next day, near the lock gate.
Mr. Sellers, the Coroner said it was a very sad mishap. Rothwell had given his life for his country just as much
as if he had been at the front.
A verdict of ‘death from drowning’ was returned.
Following a service at St. James’s Church Higher Broughton, William was buried at Weaste Cemetery.
The band of Royal Engineers East Lancashire Division and a detachment from the 6th Manchester’s, including
a bugler and firing party, attended.
The cortege was watched by large crowds from his home in Orient Street to the Church and then onto the
Cemetery. The band played ‘Abide with me’ and ‘Lead kindly light’ were sung by the crowd.
The coffin was draped with the Union flag and bore William’s cap and belt, together with a number of beautiful
floral tributes. William’s coffin was carried to its last resting place by four of his fellow sergeants.
J plot, grave 2017, the family headstone reads
Sgt. W.E. Rothwell, Man Regt.,
The beloved husband of Elizabeth Rothwell
Drown on duty Nov 17th 1915
Aged 48 years.

Private 19751 Thomas Abraham, 2nd Battalion Border Regiment.
Thomas Abraham was a Salford lad who enlisted in the Boarder Regiment.
He was injured on the Western Front and died of wounds at home on 5th November 1915.
He was born in Salford on 28th November 1888, registered in the Regent Road area and baptised at St
Bartholomew’s Church on 26th December.
His father was Joseph Abraham (born 1850 in Cork, Ireland) who grew up in Chester.
His mother was Emma Williams (born 1850 in Liverpool).
They were married on 6th August 1871 at St John the Baptist Church, Chester.
In 1881, Thomas’s parents were living at 18, Mount Street, Hulme, Manchester, which was the home of
Joseph’s parents Henry and Elizabeth Abraham.
The 1881 census shows that Joseph and Emma had two children Joseph (born 1879 in Manchester) and
Samuel (born 1881 in Manchester).
At some time between 1881 and 1886 the family moved to Salford because a third child Henry (born 1886)
was baptised at St Bartholomew’s Church Salford.
The address was given as 6 Regent Street.
Then in 1888, Thomas was born.
There appears to be no census record for 1891, but in 1901 the family is living at 6, West Entwistle Street,
Salford. Joseph was aged 50 and described as General Labourer - Boiler Maker. Emma was 51, Samuel was
20 and a machine Moulder, Henry was 14 and an Errand Boy and Thomas was aged 11.
In 1909, Thomas married Mary Ellen Fletcher by Salford Registrar.
She was born in 1890 in Salford, the daughter of David Fletcher (born 1853 in Manchester), a Slater.
In 1911 the family was living at 28, West Stable Street, Salford.
Thomas was aged 22 and a Machine Moulder, Mary Ellen was aged 21 and their daughter Elizabeth was aged
1. Also in the house (and described as boarders) were Mary Ellen’s father David Fletcher and two siblings
Alice Fletcher aged 11 and Sidney Fletcher aged 6.
When war was declared, Thomas Abraham enlisted in the 2nd Battalion of the Border Regiment.
They were stationed at Pembroke Dock and then moved to Lyndhurst to join the 20th Brigade of the 7th
Division. They were mobilised on 6th October 1914, landing at Zeebrugge and were engaged in the First
Battle of Ypres.
It is not clear when Thomas finished his training and became part of the fighting force, however during 1915,
the 2nd Battalion were engaged at Neuve Chapelle (10th to 13tth March), the Battle of Aubers (9th May), the
Battle of Festubert (15th to 25th May), the second Action of Givenchy (15th to 16th June) and the Battle of Loos
(25th Sept to 8th October).
It is not known when Private Abraham became unfit for duty, but he was transported home where he died of
wounds on 5th November 1915 aged 27.
He was buried in the family grave at Weaste Cemetery, in the Church of England portion
G plot grave 1098. There is a CWGC headstones as well, it reads
19751 Private
T. Abraham
Border Regiment
5th November 1915

Private 17982 Arthur Leonard Barber, 19th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers.
Arthur came to Salford as a young man, enlisted in the 19th Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers, trained at
Catterick, but died before active service on 30th October 1915 aged 34.
He was born in Norwich, Norfolk in 1881.
His father was Edward Barber (born 1854 in Beccles, Suffolk) and was a Cab Driver.
His mother was Mary Ann (nee Dye) Barber (born 1854 in Lowestoft, Suffolk), who was a tailoress.
Arthur’s parents were married at All Saints Church in Norfolk on 31st May 1874.
At the time of the 1881 census, (just before Arthur was born), the family was living at Griggs Yard, St
Lawrence, Norwich. Edward and Mary Ann’s children were Clara (born 1875 in Norwich), Edith (born 1877 in
Norwich) and Florence (born 1879 in Norwich).
In 1891, the census has Mary Ann living at Wiggs Passage, Distillery St, Norwich and although it says she is
married, there is no record of Edward and it gives Mary Ann an occupation (Tailoress).
Also at this address are her children Clara aged 16 who is a Tailoress, Arthur aged 10 and Ernest (born 1884
in Norwich) aged 7.
At some time after 1891 the family moves to Salford and Edward has died as in 1911 Mary Ann marries
William Ryland at St Clement’s Church Broughton.
The previous year (1910), Arthur Barber married Hilda Ellen Bowen by Registrar in Salford.
The 1911 census shows Mary Ann as Mrs Ryland living at 39 Arrow St, Broughton, Salford.
Her new husband William Ryland (born 1859 in Birmingham) is a Copper Engraver by trade.
Also in the house is William’s son Harold aged 16, Arthur Leonard Barber aged 31 (Electric Light Fitter),
Arthur’s wife Hilda Ellen aged 27 (Tailor’s Coat Hand) and their son Arthur Edward Barber (born 1911 at Lower
Broughton).
Arthur enlisted with the 19th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford Pals), which was formed on 15th
January 1915 by Salford MP Montague Barlow and the Salford Brigade Committee.
In March 1915 they moved to Conway, North Wales for training and then on 21st June they moved to Catterick
Camp in north Yorkshire and came under orders of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division.
It is not known how Private Barber became unfit for duty, but he was transferred back to Salford where he died
at home on 30th October 1915. He was buried in Weaste Cemetery and a Commonwealth war grave was
erected.

M plot grave 571 it reads
17982 Private
Arthur Leonard Barber
Lancashire Fusiliers
30th October 1915
Rest in Peace

Lance Corporal 9253 Alfred Cochrane, 1st battalion Manchester Regiment
Alfred was a Manchester lad, brought up in Salford.
He enlisted in the Manchester Regiment, served as Alfred Farrell, was injured and died at home on 22nd
October 1915. He was born in 1881 in Manchester.
His father was John William Cochrane (born 1848 in Ireland) who was a Printer Compositor.
His mother was Elizabeth Emily (nee Loman) Cochrane (born 1857 in Manchester) who was a tailoress and
waistcoat maker.
The couple were married in Salford in 1876 at St. Peters Church in Greengate.
In 1891 the family was living at Frederick Street, Broughton and the children were Elizabeth E (born 1879 in
Salford), Alfred (born 1881 in Manchester), William (born 1883 in Manchester), Charles (born 1886 in Salford)
and Norah (born 1889 in Salford).
In 1898, Alfred’s father John died in Salford at the age of 48 and in 1900, Elizabeth married again to Andrew
Farrell. The 1901 census shows the family living at 35 Sussex Street, Broughton and Andrew is aged 48 (born
1853 in Salford) and a Wheelwright. Andrew’s children are Minnie aged 18 and a Garment Maker, Herbert
aged 16 and a Billiard Maker and Florence aged 15 and a Fancy Box Maker.
The Cochrane children (although spelt Corcoran) were Charles aged 16 who was a Page Boy, Norah aged 10,
Gertrude aged 6 and Herbert aged 0. Also in the house was Elizabeth’s widowed mother Ann Lowman aged
78 who was born in Ireland in 1823.
In 1907, Alfred married Annie Hayhurst in Salford, by Registrar (probably RC church).
Annie was born in Salford in 1882.
The 1911 census shows Alfred as a Grey Cloth Porter and the family was living in Broughton with their
children Alfred (born 1909 in Salford) and Alice (born 1911 in Salford).
The military records show that the family’s address was 26, Mulgrave Street, Lower Broughton, Salford in
1915.
When war broke out, 33-year-old Alfred enlisted in the Manchester Regiment in Ashton-under-Lyne as Alfred
Farrell. It would appear that this was in the 2nd Battalion, although when he was injured he was in the 1st
Battalion.
In 1914 the 1st Battalion was stationed in Jullundur, India.
They left India on 29th August 1914 and moved to France landing at Marseilles on 26th September 1914 and
served on the Western Front until December 1915. The 2nd Battalion was stationed at the Curragh in Ireland
and moved to France, landing at Le Havre on 17th August 1914. They served on the Western Front until 30th
December 1915.
The 2nd Battalion contributed to the rearguard action following the Battle of Mons (23rd August 1914) and
engaged in the Battles of the Marne (5th to 9th Sept), the Aisne (12th to 21st Sept) and First Ypres (19th Oct
to 22nd Nov).
The 1st Battalion moved to the Frontline on 26th Oct 1914 near Festubert.
In 1915 they were engaged in the 2nd Battle of Ypres (22nd April to 25th May) and the Battle of Loos (25th
Sept to 8th Oct).
Alfred received a gun shot wound to the head and after treatment in a field hospital he was sent to Boulogne
General Hospital on 15th July.
He was later transferred to a London Hospital and then sent home to recuperate.
He died on 22nd October 1915 and was buried in the Roman Catholic portion of Weaste

K plot grave 1369 is a CWGC headstone which reads
9253 Lance Cpl
A. Cochrane
Manchester Regiment
22nd October 1915 aged 34 years

Trooper 7/1137 Harry Stanley Rudman, Canterbury Mounted Rifles.
Harry Stanley Rudman was born in Salford, emigrated to New Zealand, enlisted and fought in Gallipoli, where
he was killed in action on 17th November 1915.
He was born in Salford during the first quarter of 1890.
His father was Albert Rudman (born 1857 in Frome, Somerset).
The 1861 Census shows a 3-year-old Albert Rudman living with his parents Robert and Ann Rudman at their
public House the Houlton Arms (later named the Hungerford Arms), in Farleigh, Hungerford, Frome, Somerset.
Amongst Albert’s siblings was his brother Samuel (who later joined Albert in Salford and who became Mayor of
Salford from 1898 to 1902).
The 1881 census shows that a 23-year-old Albert had come to Salford to assist his 40 year old sister Sarah
who was a Wine and Spirit Dealer (Publican) at the Adelphi Tavern, 69 Arlington Street, Salford.
1n 1886, Albert married Florence Newman (born 1860 in Bath, Somerset) at St. Margaret’s Church, Whalley
Range, Manchester.
Florence was the daughter of George Newman (born 1831 in Blackford, Somerset), a butcher and his wife
Elizabeth.
The 1891 census shows Harry Stanley Rudman as a 1-year-old living at the Broughton Tavern, Blackfriars
Street (corner of St Stephen Street), Salford.
His father Albert was a Licensed Victualler aged 33, mother Florence was aged 31 and siblings Annie (born
1888 in Salford) aged 3 and Florence (born 1889 in Salford) aged 2.
The 1901 census shows the family living at 135, Blackfriars Road, Salford and two further siblings, Kate (born
1893 in Salford) aged 8 and Sarah (born 1899 in Salford) aged 2, but no sign of 11 year old Harry.
On 20th January 1906, Harry’s father Albert died and the 1911 census shows Florence as the Licensed
Victualler at the Broughton Tavern, 135, Blackfriars Street Salford with her 4 daughters. (Perhaps by this time,
the 21-year-old Harry had emigrated to New Zealand).
When War broke, Harry enlisted in the 8th Canterbury Mounted Rifles.
He gave his address as c/o Sir George Clifford, Christchurch, New Zealand.
Sir George was one of the biggest sheep farmers on South Island and also ran a successful stud farm.
His family had high connections in politics in New Zealand and Sir George was schooled at Stonyhurst in
Lancashire.
After initial training, the 8th Squadron and their horses, embarked on HMNZ Troopship ‘Athenic’ on 23rd
September 1914.
On 25th they arrived at Wellington and camped at Trentham.
On 16th October they embarked for Hobart, arriving on 21st.
By 28th Oct they had arrived at Albany (Western Australia) to join the rest of the Anzacs.
Then across to Colombo (15th November), Aden (25th Nov), Suez (30th Nov), Alexandria (3rd Dec), then by
train to Cairo.
By the 17th Dec, the horses had acclimatised and mounted training began.
After four months training, the CMR had to leave their horses behind to fight in Gallipoli, landing on 12th May
at Anzac Cove.
After 6 months of skirmishes and being pinned down in unsanitary conditions, Trooper Harry Stanley Rudman
was killed in action on 17th November 1915, aged 25.
He was buried at Embarkation Pier Cemetery, Turkey and remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Plot A4 grave 4232 which reads
Harry Stanley (Rudman)
Only son of above
Killed in Gallipoli
(New Zealand Forces)
November 17th 1918 aged 25 years

Private 363 George Warner, 1st /8th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
George enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, fought at Gallipoli and died at sea on his way to Alexandria, Egypt
on 28th October 1915 aged 26.
He was born 20 June 1889 in Salford.
His father was Thomas Warner (born 1858 in Salford), Iron Moulder and his mother was Emily (nee Lyons)
Warner (born 1859 in Salford).
The couple were married on 14th August 1880 at St Bartholomew’s Church, Salford.
Thomas was aged 23 and from 24 Derwent Street and Emily was aged 21, a Silk Winder from 13 Bigland
Street. Thomas’s father was George Warner (deceased) who was an Inspector on the Railways and Emily’s
father was James Lyons (deceased) who was a Silk Weaver.
The 1891 census shows that the family was living at 45 Sunnyside Street, Salford.
Thomas was 33 and Emily was 32.
Their children were Edith (born 1886 in Salford) aged 5 and George aged 2.
Also in the house was Thomas’s widowed mother, Ann Warner who was aged 76. In 1901 they were still at the
same address, Edith was 15 and a Cotton Weaver’s Helper, George was 11 and Henry was 9. Grandmother
Ann Warner was now 85 years old and in 1911 George was 21 and a Labourer and Harry was aged 18 and an
Apprentice to Paper Ruling.
At the outbreak of war, George enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers and was allocated to the 1/8th Battalion.
This Battalion, along with the 1/7th Battalion were stationed in Salford as part of the Lancashire Fusiliers
Brigade of the East Lancashire Division.
They then moved to Turton.
On 9th September they were mobilised for war and embarked at Southampton.
They arrived at Alexandria, Egypt on 25th September to defend the Suez Canal.
The main attack from Turkish forces came on 3rd February 1915, but the defenders were successful in
repulsing the enemy. After further training they were sent to Gallipoli, landing at Cape Helles on 5th May 1915.
They engaged in various actions to break out of their narrow beachhead including the Battle of Krithia
Vineyard (6th to 13th August 1915).
It is not clear when Pte George Warner became unfit for duty.
The Allies were under constant fire from the Turkish forces and the conditions were atrocious with heat, poor
water supply and disease.
He become ill with dysentery whilst in the Gallipoli trenches was evacuated towards Alexandria on a hospital
ship. However, he died at sea on 28th October 1915 and was buried at Chatby Military Cemetery in Alexandria.
He was 26 years old.
Chatby Military Cemetery was originally the Garrison cemetery for Alexandria and was used for burials until
April 1916, when a new cemetery was opened at Hadra. Thereafter, burials at Chatby were infrequent until
after the war, when some of the burials in the surrounding area were brought to Chatby.
Private George Warner is also remembered on the Warner family grave at Weaste Cemetery, Salford.

P plot grave 385 the headstone reads
Pte. George Warner LFs
Son of above
Died on active service
& was buried at Alexandria

Armament Staff Sergeant TD/944 George William Anderson Thom Army Ordnance Corps
George was born in Salford son of George and Mary Thom.
On the 1901 census he is said to be a 16 years old living at 12 Ward St, Weaste.
He made his debut for Salford Rugby Club in 1908 playing for 7 seasons and had played for them on 157
occasions prior to attestation to join the Army.
1891 Census: son of George Thom, a police constable, and Mary, both born in Scotland.
They are living at 70 Albion Street near Broad Street
1901 Census his father is now a police sergeant and his elder brother John a police constable.
George is recorded as a mechanical engineers apprentice and they are living at 12 Ward St, off Eccles New
Road.
In 1907 he married Annie Rebecca Titley to whom he fathered three children.
George and Annie Rebecca Titley married at St Lukes Weaste on 13th November 1907.
Annie Rebecca was 19 years of age, from 7 Peabody Street daughter of Samuel Peabody deceased, a
warehouseman. George is a mechanic living at Weaste Police Station at the time of his marriage.
His father rises to the rank of police inspector before retiring.
On the 1911 Census his father now a police pensioner working as a caretaker at Hebrew Synagogue.
The family is living at 369 Lower Broughton Road.
George has married Annie Rebecca and they have a daughter Georgina who is almost 2 years of age and son
George Alexander I year 4 months old.
George is working at Crossleys Gorton Motor works as an electrical engineer, he is 26.
Their son Duncan dies in infancy.
George enlisted in Manchester and his medal card indicates that he landed in France on the 30th August 1915.
He was injured in France after falling from a roof.
His left leg was so badly damaged it had to be amputated.
He was taken back to England for further treatment although expected to survive George died at Fort Pitt
Military Hospital, Chatham on 30th December 1915.
In a Salford Rugby Club match program dated 8th January 1916 the following article was printed:
"The late George Thom.
Our first program of the New Year must commence with a note of sorrow. We deplore the passing away at Fort
Pitt Military Hospital, Chatham on Dec 30th of George Thom, one of the most honest scrummagers that ever
wore the famous red jersey.
True - we knew some time ago that his football days were over, consequent upon his accident in France, but
the reports were so very favourable that we looked to welcome him to many matches as a spectator.
Alas; 'twas not to be. Our late comrade made a magnificent struggle but the shock proved too great. Although
he died in England and now rests in Weaste Cemetery it is none the less certain that his life was given to the
service of his country as much as if he had died on the battlefield.
At the funeral last Tuesday the club was represented by Mr Rich and Mr Campbell (Directors) and we also
sent a wreathe, not only so but a number of players attended spontaneously to show the regard in which they
held their late colleague.
May the turf rest lightly upon him.
Whilst thinking of the dead in this way we must not forget the living.
Our sympathies go out strongly to the young widow and family and it is our intention that the sympathy shall
take a practical form, full particulars of which we hope to give in our next issue."

Some newspaper cuttings

The family headstone is at Weaste Cemetery
H Plot grave 2705 it reads
My dear husaband
Amt Staff Segt G.W.A.Thom
(Late of the Salford Rugby Club)
Who died from wounds received in France
Dec 30th 1915 aged 30 years

Private 2008 Benjamin Bull, 1st/7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
Benjamin was a Salford lad who volunteered to fight for his country.
He was sent to Gallipoli where he was killed in action on 16th December 1915, aged 18 years.
He was born in 1897 in Pendleton and was the eldest child of Alfred Bull (born 1861 in Sleaford, Lincolnshire)
who was a Dock Labourer.
Alfred’s parents were Benjamin Bull (born 1821 in Sleaford, Lincs) a wheelwright and Sarah Bull (born 1824 in
Wilsford, Lincs).
Benjamin’s mother was Sarah Ann (nee Patton) Bull (born 1873 in Manchester) who was the daughter of
William Patton, (a Carter) and Elizabeth (nee Dobson).
Sarah Ann was a stitcher in a bleach works before marrying Alfred Bull on 20th June 1896 at St Luke’s Church
Weaste.
The 1901 census shows Alfred and Sarah Ann living at 9, Harry Street, Salford with 4-year-old Benjamin and
2-year-old Sarah Elizabeth. In 1911, the family was living at 30, Soho Street, Salford.
Alfred was 50 and a Dock Labourer and Sarah Ann was 38.
Benjamin was 14 and an Errand Lad, Sarah Elizabeth (Lizzie) was 12, Nellie was 10, Elsie was 7, Alfred was
5, (but sadly died later that year) and Frederick was 2.
The following year, on 9th December 1912, Benjamin’s father Alfred died, leaving Sarah with five young
children, (but his mother was to marry again in 1923 to John Hudson by Salford Registrar).
Benjamin Bull enlisted in the 1st/7th Battalion (Territorial) Lancashire Fusiliers in Salford in August 1914.
They were stationed at Cross Lane Barracks along with the 1/8th Battalion as part of the Lancashire Fusiliers
Brigade of the East Lancashire Division and then moved to Turton.
On 9th September they were mobilised for war and embarked from Southampton.
They arrived at Alexandria, Egypt on 25th September to defend the Suez Canal.
After further training in Egypt the East Lancashire Brigade as part of the 42nd Division landed at Cape Helles,
Gallipoli and engaged in various actions including the Battle of Krithia Vineyard (6th to 13th August).
The conditions on Gallipoli were atrocious with hot weather disease then cold weather exposure, all the time
being pinned down by Turkish Forces.
By the time that the Fusiliers were evacuated to Mudros on Lemnos on 28th December 1915 it was too late for
Benjamin, he had been killed in action on 16th December, aged 18.
Private Bull is remembered at Twelve Tree Copse Memorial and Cemetery, which is located about half a mile
south west of the village of Krithia in Turkey.
The Cemetery contains the graves of 679 UK servicemen and 71 from the Commonwealth as well as 1,953
bodies that could not be identified.
A memorial is erected to a further 657 men whose bodies were never found.
Private Bull is also remembered on the family grave at Weaste
F plot grave 2553 the family headstone reads
Benjamin Bull
Killed in action Dec. 16th 1915
Aged 18 years

Private 20146 George Jospeph Cubitt, 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
George was a Salford lad who enlisted in the King’s Liverpool Regiment.
He was sent to France where he was killed in action on 18th December 1915, aged 24.
He was born on 24th September 1891 in the Regent Road area of Salford and baptised on 1st November
1891 at Christ Church, Salford.
His father was Charles Prince Cubitt (born 1865 in Salford) who was a Velvet Shearer then Railway Porter.
His mother was Bridget (nee McCormick) Cubitt (born 1865 in Salford).
The couple were married at St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton in 1883.
The 1891 census (just before George was born) shows the family was living at West James Street, Salford.
Charles and Bridget were both 26 years old.
Their children were Mary Amelia (born 1885 in Salford) and Jane Ann (born 1888 in Salford).
Also in the house was Charles’s brother William John Cubitt who was a Carter.
The 1901 census shows the family was still living at 18, West James Street and Charles was now a Railway
Porter. Amelia was 17 and a Cotton Weaver, Jane Ann was 13.
Additions to the family were George Joseph aged 9, Alice (born 1896 in Salford) aged 5, Elizabeth (born 1898
in Salford) aged 3 and Charles (born 1900 in Salford) aged 0.
Sadly Charles (jnr) died on 28th June 1902 age 2.
By 1911, the family had moved to 24 Grosvenor Place, Salford. Charles was still a Railway Porter.
He and Bridget were 45 years old. Amelia was 27 and a Calico Weaver, Jane Ann was 23 and a Cotton Ring
Spinner, George Joseph was 19 and a Railway Carriage Cleaner, Alice was 15 and a Cotton Ring Frame
Doffer, Elizabeth was 13 and new addition Benjamin was aged 9
When war was declared, George enlisted in Manchester in the King’s Liverpool Regiment, 12th (Service)
Battalion. The Battalion was based at Seaforth, Liverpool and moved to Aldershot for training.
In January 1915 the 12th Battalion became part of the 61st Brigade in 20th Division.
In February they moved to Whitley near Guildford and in April they were moved again for final training on
Salisbury Plain.
On 27th July 1915 they were mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne, France.
They were transported to Fleurbaix, a farming village near Armentieres on the Belgian border for trench
familiarisation.
It is not known where, when and how Private Cubitt was injured, but he died of wounds on 18th December
1915. He was 24 years old.
Private George Joseph Cubitt was buried at Sailly sur la Lys Cemetery which lies approximately 3 miles west
of Armentieres, France.
The cemetery was begun by Canadian Units in March 1915 and used as a front line cemetery until July 1916.
It contains 313 Commonwealth burials and one German grave of the First World War.
Private Cubitt is also remembered on the family grave at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot B18 grave 11433
Also George Joseph their son
Killed in France
Dec 18th 1915
Aged 24 years
Rest in peace

Corporal 1391 George Henry Aldous, 1st / 7th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
George was a Salford lad who served with the 1/7th Lancashire Fusiliers.
He was sent out to Gallipoli where he was killed in action on 19th December 1915, aged 20.
He was born in the Regent Road area of Salford in the 4th quarter of 1895.
His father was Charles William Aldous (born 1871 in Sudbury, Suffolk) who was a Grinder by trade.
Charles William’s parents were Charles and Maria (nee Watson) Aldous.
Charles was a baker and born in Norfolk in 1843 and Maria was born in Suffolk in 1851, and by 1881 they
were living in Salford.
George’s mother was Sarah Ann (nee Johnson) Aldous (born 1870 in Salford).
Her parents were George and Mary Johnson and in 1881 they were living at 14, Clay Street, Pendlebury.
Sarah Ann Johnson married Charles William Aldous on 14th October 1893 at St Bartholomew’s Church
Salford. She was aged 24, a Laundress, living at 14 Gloucester Street, Salford and he was aged 23, a Grinder
living at 63 Crowther Street, Salford.
There are no census returns for the Aldous family, but it would appear that George had at least two siblings as
there were two likely baptisms at St Bartholomew’s Church Salford.
In 1894 Alice Ann Aldous, child of Charles William Aldous and Sarah Ann, (born 6th March 1894), father’s
occupation grinder, abode 14 Gloucester St, Salford.
In 1900 - Sarah Ann Aldous, child of Charles William Aldous and Sarah Ann (born 19th May 1900), father’s
occupation stripper and grinder, abode 20 Dalton Street, Salford.
George’s father Charles William died on 26th May 1904 and by the time George died in 1915 he had been
living with his mother at 84, West Worsley Street, Salford.
At the outbreak of war, George enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, 1st /7th battalion.
Initially based in Salford, they were part of the Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade, East Lancashire Division.
After training they landed in Egypt on 25th September 1914.
Then on 5th May 1915 they landed at Helles on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
They came under immediate fire and bombardment.
The following day they took part in the Second Battle of Krithia (6th – 8th May) under the command of the 29th
Division. The Brigade later re-joined the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division for the Third Battle of Krithia (4th
June) and the Battle of Krithia Vineyard (6th – 13th August).
Little ground was gained and the troops had to suffer high temperature, unsanitary conditions, disease and
continuous fire from the Turkish forces. Winter brought different problems and when a rainstorm struck on 26th
November which lasted for three days, rain flooded trenches, drowned soldiers and washed unburied corpses
into the trenches. Snow killed further soldiers from exposure and hypothermia.
The evacuation began at Helles on 28th December and it was just prior to the evacuation, on 19th December
1915, that Corporal George Henry Aldous was struck and killed in action.
He was 20 years of age.
He is remembered at Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery and Memorial in Gallipoli and on the family grave at
Weaste Cemetery, Salford.
G plot grave 965, the headstone reads
also Corpl. George H. Aldous
their son
Killed in action Dardanelles
Dec 19th 1915. Aged 20 years
till we meet

This quarter the following are remembered on headstones at Eccles Cemetery (now Peel Green)

Private 42 Albert Edward Isherwood 1st / 8th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Albert was born during 1887 in Fallowfield, the son of Henry and Alice
He enlisted in Salford
His brothers Clarence (b.1889) and Stanley (b.1900)
His sister Doris died in 1897 age 4 weeks old.
The 1st / 8th battalion:04.08.1914
Stationed at Salford as part of the Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade of the East Lancashire
Division then moved to Turton.
09.09.1914
Mobilised for war and embarked from Southampton.
25.09.1914
Arrived in Alexandria, Egypt to defend the Suez Canal.
05.05.1915
Landed at Cape Helles, Gallipoli and the 42nd Division was engaged in various actions
including the Battle of Krithia Vineyard.
By August the battalion had had lost about 60% of its men through battle casualties, injuries or sickness
Albert must have been sent home at some stage, his death in registered at Prestwich during the last quarter of
1915.
On the 1911 census Albert is recorded as a ‘warehouseman’
He was remembered on the Memorial at Christ Church, Salford (which was demolished in 1957) and at Peel
Green
Plot C3 grave 7548 The family headstone reads:
Corpl Albert E. Isherwood
8th Lanc. Fusiliers
Who died 1st October 1915
Aged 28 years

Private 2898 Lawrence C. Fancourt, 1st / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment
Lawrence was born at Ilford in Essex on 29th December 1896.
He enlisted as soon as war broke out.
After training he was sent out with one of the first drafts to Gallipoli in 1915.
He contracted enteric fever while in the trenches.
After treatment in a field hospital he was sent home to England during October.
Sadly he died, after receiving the best possible treatment, at Brook War Hospital
in Woolwich.
Prior to interment, there was a service at Eccles Wesleyan Church which was
very well attended, including men from the Manchester Regiment.
Lawrence was buried with a full military at Peel Green Cemetery
His coffin was carried to the grave by four members of his company.

Plot G grave 18285 The family headstone reads
Lawrence Charles, son of the above
Born Dec. 19th 1896.
Died Oct. 29th 1915
Pro Patria

(for his country)

Private 2262 Walter Norbury Army Cycle Corps (also 6th battalion Gloucestershire Regiment)
William was born in Eccles and worked as a commission agent for the Provident Legal Insurance Company.
His job took him to live in Bristol where he enlisted on 5th August 1914.
He had been in the 2nd battalion Manchester Volunteer Regiment for three years before the war.
He joined the 6th battalion Gloucestershire Regiment but was transferred to the 1st battalion South Midland
Divisional Cyclist Corps on 18th January 1915.
After training he was drafted to France, arriving at La Harve on 31st March 1915
On 12th June he was fined six days pay for ‘not complying with an order’
Early October he was taken ill and admitted to a field hospital at Elaples.
He was sent home to England on 28th October and sadly died in the St. Albans Military
Hospital.
It was reported in the paper he died from ‘shock’
He coffin was sent to his father John, who was living at Half Edge Lane, Eccles.
CWWG commission states he died on 10th December 1915 but family headstone says
14th December
He was buried at Peel Green Cemetery after a military funeral

Plot J grave 13300
The family headstone reads
th
Pte.Walter Norbury 6 Glos.
Son of the above
Who died at St. Albans, Dec 14th 1915
Aged 36 years

This quarter the following are remembered on headstones at Agecroft Cemetery

Rifleman 1519 Daniel Hannen 2nd battalion Royal Irish Rifles
He enlisted on 9th November 1914 and after training he was drafted to France in April 1915.
He had no previous army training and enlisted as a matter of duty.
He was in action at the big engagements around Hill 60 and Ypres.
He was severely injured in the action in September at the battles for Loos.
His left leg and his right arm being badly wounded.
At a field hospital his leg had to be amputated and he was then transferred to Edmondton Military Hospital in
London.
Although the doctors did their best for him, Daniel died two weeks later.
His body was returned to his home at Hall Street in Pendleton.
Prior to the war he worked at the Agecroft Colliery of Knowles & Sons.
He had a full military funeral at Agecroft Cemetery attended by a great number of people, with many people
standing along the route. The band of the Royal Garrison Artillery played solemn music.
A large number of Salford Fusiliers and many soldiers, who were home on furlough, attended the last rites of a
brave comrade.
Daniel left a wife, Elizabeth Ann and seven children whose ages ranged from two years to thirteen
Plot 34 grave 276: Daniel has a CWGC headstone which reads
1519 Rifleman D. Hannen
Royal Irish Rifles
13th October 1915, aged 35
Upon his soul
Sweet Jesus have Mercy
May he rest in peace.
In the local newspaper, the Reporter 6th November 1915
In loving memory of Rifleman 1519 Daniel Hannen, Royal Irish Rifles
Died of wounds received in France October 13th age 36.
Sadly missed by this sorrowing wife and seven children
8 Hall Street, Pendleton
R.I.P.

This quarter the following are remembered on headstones at Swinton Cemetery

Private 17371 John Davies 6th battalion King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
John was born in Swinton in 1892 and enlisted in Manchester in the 6th Battalion, King's Own Royal Lancaster
Regiment which was raised at Lancaster in August 1914 as part of Kitchener's First New Army and joined 38th
Brigade, 13th (Western) Division and trained on Salisbury Plain.
Near the end of February 1915 the Division concentrated at Blackdown in Hampshire.
They moved to the Mediterranean from the 13th June 1915 landing at Alexandria then moving to Mudros, by
the 4th July to prepare for a landing at Gallipoli.
The infantry landed on Cape Helles between the 6th and 16th July to relieve 29th Division.
They returned to Mudros at the end of the month, and the entire Division landed at ANZAC Cove between the
3rd and 5th of August.
They were in action in The Battle of Sari Bair, The Battle of Russell's Top and The Battle of Hill 60, at ANZAC.
Soon afterwards they transferred from ANZAC to Suvla Bay.
Sadly John was killed in action only days before his battalion were moved down to Helles prior to being
evacuated to Egypt.
John had a twin brother William, two other brothers Harry (b.1902), Arthur (b.1910) and three sisters, Ellen
(b.1897), Lily (b.1900) and Rose (b.1904)
On the 1911 census they are living at 253, Chorley Road in Swinton.
William, John and Ellen are all recorded as colliery surface workers.
There an addition to the family, Arthur being born in 1910.
John is remembered on the CWCG Memorial at Helles and at Swinton Cemetery.
Plot C grave 797 the family headstone reads:
Also John
Their dearly loved son
Killed in action 1914
His year of dearth is recorded as ‘1914’ on the family headstone.
This stone may have been erected some years later and the year remembered wrong.

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact on of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Sue Tydd

susantydd@hotmail.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

We also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby

Swarm

Duncan McCormick

Local History Library

Tony Flynn

Salford on Line

Alex Bolas
CWGC
John Hartley for use of information from the web site: www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/hartley/worthington.htm)
South Ribbble Museum
Lisa Halpin at Chorley Library
Josh Walker at Harris Library (Preston)
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