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Front page ‘Daily Mirror’ 3rd July 1916

‘The nation must be taught to bear losses. No amount of skill on the part of the
higher commanders, no training, however good, on the part of the officers and men,
no superiority of arms and ammunition, however great, will enable victories to be
won without the sacrifice of men’s lives. The nation must be prepared to see heavy
casualty lists.’ (Written by Haig in June 1916 before the Battle of the Somme began).
Very successful attack this morning… All went like clockwork…
The battle is going very well for us and already the Germans are surrendering freely.
The enemy is so short of men that he is collecting them from all parts of the line.
Our troops are in wonderful spirits and full of confidence.’
(From a report, by Haig, on the first day of attack on 1st July 1916)

What’s going on?
That must have been the question the public were asking during the June and July of 1916, as sailors and then our
troops were killed in large numbers.
The Battle of Jutland the Royal Navy had its worse time ever for causalities.
Naval causalities
Killed
Wounded
Taken prisoner

Officers: 328
Officers: 25
Officers: 10

Sailors: 5769
Sailors: 485
Sailors: 167

Soon after we had resumed our position ahead of the ‘Princess Royal’, the third ship in the line, the ‘Queen Mary’ (Captain Prowse)
blew up exactly as had the ‘Indefatigable’.
I was standing beside Sir David Beatty and we both turned round in time to see the unpleasant spectacle.
The thought of my friends in her flashed through my mind; I thought also how lucky we had evidently been in the ‘Lion’.
Beatty turned to me and said, "There seems to be something wrong with our bloody ships to-day," a remark which needed neither
comment nor answer. Captain Ernle Chatfield, Captain of HMS ‘Lion’ at Jutland.

July 1st the British Army started the Battle of the Somme and this resulted in its worse day ever
57,470 British army casualties on the first day of the Somme
19,240 British army casualties died on the first day of the Somme
From the War Diaries
1st July:

15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers

‘It was obvious by 9.0am that further efforts in this direction were only useless waste of life’

1st July:

16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers

‘there must also have been some M.G.’s with a high command for men were instantly detected and fired upon’
1st July:

17th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment

‘Zero Hour: the assault commenced some shelling but very slight infantry resistance but little machine gun fire encountered,
the work of artillery must have been very effective’.
1st July:

11th battalion Border Regiment (Lonsdale’s)

‘men could do no more’
2nd July:

9th battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers

‘orders were issued on the afternoon of the 2nd for the attacks to be carried out as per previous orders at 4.0am that day,
the assault to be delivered and the objective gained regardless of loss and this was done’

Eccles & Patricroft Journal 4th August 1916:
Message to the relatives from
Capt. T.F. Tweed ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Eccles pals) who recruited
most of the Eccles men.

Capt. T.F. Tweed of the 1st Eccles Pals Company, writing to Mr. Albrow, hon. Treasurer of the Comforts Committee,
says:‘Please convey to the Eccles Pals Comforts Committee my grateful thanks for their promptness in carrying out my request in
identifying the relatives of the fallen and wounded men of my Company.
It was impossible for me to have done so and I was most anxious that there should be no delay.
The anxiety of uncertainty is almost worse than bad news.
That I feel the loss of so many gallant men need not be stated.
Most of my men I personally persuaded to join the colours and I felt the burden of responsibility for their welfare as a matter of both
honour and duty, and now so many of them have made the supreme sacrifice.
I wonder with what feelings their loved ones regard myself.
For my men, both wounded in hospital and those who still form the Eccles Company, I know that they will acquit me of responsibility.
They came forward willingly at the sacred call of duty and since we have been out in France we have always shared the same risks and
perils of war.
I have never been away from them while they were in the trenches and have insisted on being with them when the Commanding Officer
urges me to have a rest from the trenches.
I am the only officer in the battalion who never missed a turn in the trenches since we came to France.
My men, who understand and know, know that together we have played the game and that their sufferings and wounds are the fortune
of war.
I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that the type of man I had in my Company will be the first to volunteer again should the
Nation ever be in the same peril as it was in 1914.
I feel certain that apart from my own men, the mothers, wives and sweethearts of those who willingly and
Gallantly laid down their lives for their country; will also acquit me of any blame to persuading those dear to them to enlist. The British
mothers who gave them their being must have been of the highest type and have been trained in the highest and noblest form of
sacrifice in the personal contact with their dear ones.
Great though the sacrifice of a soldier’s life is, there are even greater sacrifices made in the homes of their people, the dump anguish
of whose hearts is never revealed and is concealed in the sweet memory of their heroic men folk and their love of country.
I have received many letters on inquiry which I have answered immediately and I will only be too willing to give them all the information
in my power respecting the killed, wounded and missing.
The men died as a soldier would wish to die, with their faces all towards the enemy, some of the bodies have been recovered and
buried with all reverence but some have not yet been found but wherever they are, or wherever they lie buried the ground in which
they are laid is hallowed and made scared by the greatness of their sacrifice.
I am sure that all dear to them in Eccles will, as time the great healer, assuages their infinite grief recollect with a wonderful pride the
gallant end of their men, who cheerfully and with that great bravery which is heritage of our race, laid down their splendid young lives
in the full vigour of their manhood, for the honour and liberty of their country and the welfare of those at home.’
Captain Tweed wrote later:
'Through the perfect storm of lead, the company went on.
Ignoring the rain of death that whistled about them, they kept running from shell hole to shell hole, on and on.
Pals of years association dropped.
Others fell, riddled with bullets, never to rise again.
The cry was always,
'On.''

The Silver War Badge was issued to service personnel who had been honourably discharged due to wounds or
sickness from military service in the War.
The badge, sometimes known as the "Discharge Badge", the "Wound Badge" or "Services Rendered Badge", was
first issued in September 1916, along with an official certificate of entitlement.
The large sterling silver lapel badge was intended to be worn on civilian clothes.
The decoration was introduced as an award of "King's silver" for having received wounds or injury during loyal war
service to the Crown's authority.
A secondary causation for its introduction was that a practice had developed in the early years of the war where
some women took it upon themselves to confront and publicly embarrass men of fighting age they saw in public
places who were not in military uniform, by ostentatiously presenting them with white feathers, as a suggestion of
cowardice.
As the war had developed substantial numbers of servicemen who had been discharged from His Majesty's Forces
with wounds that rendered them unfit for war service, but which were not obvious from their outward appearance,
found themselves being harassed in such a manner and the badge, to be worn on the right breast while in civilian
dress, was a means of discouraging such incidents being directed at ex-forces' personnel.
It was forbidden to wear the badge on a military uniform.
The badge bears the royal cipher of "GRI" (for Georgius Rex Imperator; George, King and Emperor) and around the
rim "For King and Empire - Services Rendered".
Each badge was uniquely numbered on the reverse.
The War Office maintained a register recording which serviceman each one had been issued and the governments of
Canada, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa and Rhodesia maintained their own registers of issue (which were
copied to the War Office in London to provide it with an Imperial master-record).
Silver War Badges issued by the Empire's dominion nations had their identification numbers on the reverse prefixed
with the first letter of the issuing nation: Australia with the letter 'A', Canada 'C', etc.
In the United Kingdom the War Office made it known that it would not replace Silver War Badges if they were lost,
however if one was handed into a police station then it would be returned to the War Office, which would seek to
return it using its records to its recipient. (Wikipedia)
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It was the first taste of combat for many soldiers
Stones (70lbs / 31Kg) average weight of equipment each British soldier carried
Miles that British soldiers had advanced by the end of the battle in November
Most objectives set to be reached by noon on 1st July were never met
Days of artillery bombardment of the German lines before the battle started, aiming to cut the
barbed wire and destroy trench defences and artillery.
The age of the youngest British soldier who fought during the Somme Battle
Sidney George Lewis (24 March 1903 – 1969) enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment in August
1915 at the age of twelve.
He fought in the Battle of the Somme in 1916, then aged thirteen, in the 106th Machine Gun
Company of the Machine Gun Corps.
Lewis fought in the Battle of Delville Wood which saw some of the worst casualties on the
Somme.
He was sent home after his mother sent his birth certificate to the War Office and demanded his
return. Lewis was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.
He re-enlisted in 1918 and served with the army of occupation in Austria.
He joined the police in Kingston upon Thames after the war and served in bomb disposal in
World War II. Later, he ran a pub in Frant, East Sussex. He died in 1969
The number of minutes it took for some units to lose three-quarters of their men
Victoria Crosses awarded for valour during the battle.
Percentage of British officers involved on the first day who were killed.
Days the battle lasted, from July 1 to November 18
Number of horses & mules the British Army lost, on average, every week of the war.
(156,000 a year)
British first-day casualties who died.
British casualties on the first day.
Went into action for first time
Number of British and Commonwealth soldiers who died at the Somme with no known graves
and whose names are recorded on the British memorial at Thiepval.
Number of British and Commonwealth soldiers who went over the top on July 1st
Graves in the area cared for in more than 250 military and 150 civilian cemeteries in the Somme
area by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
The total number of men the French army lost
Official number of British dead, missing or wounded
The total number of Germans who lost their lives
approximate number of casualties on both sides
Artillery shells fired by the Allies in last week of June, to little overall effect

People who took part in the battle
ADOLF HITLER: The future dictator was injured while serving with a Bavarian unit.
OTTO FRANK: Anne Frank’s father was the only family member to survive the Holocaust.
He was drafted into the German Army and served on the Western Front, promoted to lieutenant.
HAROLD MACMILLAN: The British Tory prime minister from 1957 to 1963 was a Grenadier Guards officer,
wounded twice in the Somme and left permanently affected.
JRR TOLKIEN: The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings author was an officer in the Lancashire Fusiliers.
His war ended when he caught trench fever in 1916.
SIEGFRIED SASSOON: A second lieutenant with the Royal Welch Fusiliers, war poet Sassoon witnessed the
carnage of July 1st, weeks after earning a Military Cross when he rescued a soldier in No Man’s Land.

Local men
Manchester Evening News 14th July 1916
Salford Pals brothers wounded together
Lance Corporal Howarth (29) 199 Whit Lane, Pendleton has died from wounds at Lily Lane Hospital, Moston.
His brother, Private Thomas Howarth (19) 195, Whit Lane, was wounded with him on July 1st and is now in hospital
in Cardiff. The shell which wounded them killed their officer. Both men were employed at Walton’s bleach works,
Pendleton
Died of wounds
Second Lieutenant Leslie Milbourne of Ash Bank, Eccles died of wounds in hospital at Boulogne on July 10th.
He was educated at the Manchester Grammar School and after matriculating entered University where he took the
B.Com. Degree. He enlisted in the P.S. battalion 20th Royal Fusiliers and received a commission in the 7th battalion
Royal North Lancashire Regiment. Shot through the face and neck in the big attack
Fate of two Salford brothers
Private Charles Kenny, South Lancashire Regiment, has been wounded and is now in hospital in Torquay.
His brother, Private L. Kenny of the Manchester’s is also wounded and is in Lily Lane Hospital, Moston.
Charles Kenny served in the South African war with the 1st Manchester’s, re-enlisting when the present war broke
out. He lived with his mother at 18, Barrow Street, Salford.
Both men were employed by the British Westinghouse Company, Charles at Trafford Park and his brother at the
supply department, Long Millgate.
Manchester Evening News 17th July 1916
A Salford Sergeant
Sergt. Mark Jackson whose relatives live at 54, Edward Street, Broughton, was killed on 1st July.He
was 25 years of age and previous to joining the colours was employed at Delany Co. Manchester fro
twelve years. He was connected with St. Simon’s Church, Salford, and assisted the school football
team.

Well known bandsman
After the attack on 1st July, Sergeant J. Turner was visiting the sentry post when he was killed by a
shell.
A former employer of Haslams Ltd., Piccadilly, he was for many years connected with the Central Hall
Prize Band and the Swan swimming club.
He leaves a widow and child, who live at 15, Allen Street, Lower Broughton.

Mrs. Goodwin of Prescott Street, Salford has received news of the death from wounds of her husband Corporal G.
Goodwin South Lancashire’s. He served 12 years in the army and re-enlisted at the outbreak of the war. He was
formerly employed by the Salford Corporation.
He leaves a widow and three children

Manchester Evening News 19th July 1916
An Eccles Officer
Second Lieutenant Francis Latimer, aged 25, reported killed in action on 7th July, was the elder
son of Mr. and Mrs. V.B. Latimer of Victoria Crescent, Eccles. An old Manchester Grammar School
boy, he was employed by the Overseers of Manchester and had served four years in the
Manchester Territorials. He enlisted in the Public Schools Battalion and received a commission in
the Manchester Regiment in December 1914. He had been in France since March 8th and was
bombing officer for his company

Salford Pals
Private C. Duffy, Peel Street, Salford, machine gun section, fell in action 1st July.
Before enlisting he was employed at Frankenburg & Sons, Greengate, Salford.
He was 23.
Sergeant Mark Kennedy, who was killed on 1st July, leaves a widow and four young children, who live at Bevil
Street, Salford. He was 36 and fought in the Boer War with the King’s Own Royal Lancasters.
Second Lieutenant Gordon Gubble says: Sergeant Kennedy fell while leading a party against the Germans. He was
a splendid platoon sergeant, always ready for anything.
Manchester Evening News 21st July 1916
Salford Pals
Company Sergeant Major Frank Creegan of Allendale Street, Salford, a well known Salford Harrier
has been killed. He was married man, 24 years of age and was employed by Burton & Rake, Chapel
Street, Salford.
Previous to joining the Salford ‘Pals’ he served four years with the Territorials.

Corporal Rowland Hill, a well known Seedley man, whose parents live at Langworthy Road, has been killed.
He was 24 and the youngest of two brothers serving with the ‘Pals’. Before enlisting he was
employed by Overman & Co. shippers of Cooper Street, City. The corporal was unofficially
reported to have been slightly wounded, but a letter received by Mr. Hill from the Chaplin says:
‘During the attack on Montauban Rowland was shot through the mouth or throat and was last
seen crawling to the rear.
Either his wound must have been a very serious one or he must have been hit again shortly
afterwards, for a return has been received from an other regiment that his body was found on
the battle field and buried close to were he fell’.
Lance Corporal J. Morris killed on 1st July was 24 and an old boy of St. Stephen’s Salford.
His home was at Hibbert Street, Salford

Manchester Evening News 22nd July 1916
Trolley boys last words
Private G. Lewis, aged 20 was previous to enlisting in the employ of the Manchester Corporation
Tramways as a trolley boy. A comrade writing to his home says:’ he had crossed the enemy’s first
line and was entering the third trench when he was shot.
The only thing we could get from him was “carry on lads, I’m alright, I’ve got a blighty”.
He passed away shortly afterwards.
Lance Corporal Arthur Wood, age 20 of Old Trafford, who worked at Haworth’s Mills, Ordsall Lane, Salford before
enlisting, was fatally shot in the chest on 14th July.
His brother fell in the fighting on 4th June 1915 in Gallipoli.
Private George Ashton, killed on 1st July was 20 and the youngest son of Mr. & Mrs. Ashton, Great Clowes Street,
Broughton. Educated at Grecian Street and afterwards at the Salford Secondary School, he had only been at
business a short time when he enlisted. Two other sons have been on active service since August 1915.
Private John Dann, age 23, Hedwig Street, Pendleton and a former employee of Whittaker Bros., Manchester, was
killed on 1st July.

Well known Salford man
Mr. Arthur Evans, chief highway surveyor to the Salford Corporation, has just received information
that his eldest son Pte. Arthur Edward Evans has been killed during the advance in France.
Evans who was 37 years of age and married lived in Barff Road, Pendleton and prior to joining the
Lancashire Fusilers shortly after the outbreak of the was, was employed for about 20 years in the
Education Department
Manchester Evening News 25th July 1916
Private W. Widdeson, eldest son of Mr. & Mrs.Widdeson of Seedley Park Road, who was formerly employed by
Neal & White of Lever Street, Manchester and a member of the Seedley Wesleyan Sunday School, was killed on 1st
July. His youngest brother is on active service with the ‘bantams’

Mr. William Dodds of Phoebe Street, Salford, has received news of his son George Dodds, Border Regiment was
killed in action on 15th July. He was employed at the British Westinghouse Company, Trafford Park. This is the
second son Mr. Dodds has lost in the war.

Private H. Smith, Langton Street, Seedley, is in Shire green Hospital, Sheffield. Wounded in the thigh and left hand
and was previously in the employment of Rylands & Sons Ltd., Manchester.
Sergeant H.O. Pung, wounded in the hand on 2nd July is in hospital in France.
He was formerly a member of the Salford Police.
Manchester Evening News 27th July 1916
Sergeant Thomas Edwin Welch, age 26 of Lytham Street, Pendleton and a former employee of J. & N. Philips,
Manchester was killed on 1st July. Three brothers of Welch are fighting in France, while a fourth has been discharge
from the army.

Private Arthur Henderson, South Lancashire Regiment, of Liverpool Street, Salford died at the Persian Gulf from
disease on 4th July. Before enlisting he was employed at Shaws of Wellington Street, Salford

Mrs. Harrison, Brewery Street, Salford has been notified that her brother Private J. Vipond, Lancashire Fusiliers
wounded in the head by shrapnel, is in hospital at Boulogne. When war broke out he was in Canada but returned
immediately and enlisted

Remembered at Agecroft Cemetery this quarter.

Private 8076 Thomas Barnfield 15th platoon ‘D’ company 17th battalion Manchester Regiment
Thomas, better known as Tom, (b.1896, Pendleton) was the only son of Thomas (b.1872, Chelsea) and Mary Ellen
(b.1873, Pendleton) Barnfield.
Thomas married Mary Ellen Pollitt at St. George’s Church, Salford on 14th August 1895.
Sadly Mary Ellen died in the September quarter of 1902.
Thomas married Jessie Hutchinson in the March quarter of 1904.
On the 1901 census Tom was with his mother at her parent’s house in Whit Lane, her father, Thomas Pollitt was a
butcher.
On the 1911 census was again with his Pollitt grand parents and was recorded as being an ‘office boy’
His father, living with his new wife Jessie and their two daughters were at Church Street, Pendleton.
Tom volunteered in May 1915, completed his training by April 1916 was drafted to France.
He was in the 17th battalion Manchester Regiment.
July 1st 1916
The assembly trenches for the Battalion had been dug in two lines on the reverse slope of a slight rise and were,
therefore in dead ground. As the men awaited their allotted zero hour of 08.30 a rolling barrage of artillery fire crept
forward towards the village of Montauban as the 19th Manchester’s and the 17th Kings Liverpool Regiment prepared
the way.
‘A’ and ‘B’ companies occupied the first line of trenches and ‘C’ and ‘D’ the second.
At 08:30 hours the battalion left the assembly trenches and proceeded up the slight rise.
As the men reached the top of the slope some 100 yards in front of them, shrapnel and machine gun fire started to
take its toll. Only 400 yards from his original starting position, the Commanding Officer, Colonel Johnson was
wounded. He took no further part in the advance. Major MacDonald assumed command of the Battalion and pressed
on with the assault. The assault had, by necessity been carried out at slow walk as the amount of extra kit carried by
the men made anything else impossible. The ground had been very badly cut up and the going was difficult but as
the German trenches were so battered the scaling ladders the men carried were hardly required. As the leading
waves reached Glatz redoubt, they were held up by their own creeping barrage of artillery and were forced to take
cover in the shell holes and battered trenches for 45 Minutes until the barrage lifted to the North side of the village.
As C Company moved into extended line formation, heavy casualties were taken by machine gun fire from the
direction of the village of Mametz.
As the barrage lifted to the village, the advance was continued. By this time the 1st and 2nd lines had all but
amalgamated and the advance of the Men was held up by wide trench which could only be crossed at one or two
places. With German prisoners streaming out of the village and moving towards the British lines the advance faltered
slightly as the men regained their extended line formation on the other side of the trench. The men pushed on
towards their objective and the first waves led by Captain Madden entered the village at 10.20am. The men moved
quickly through the village to its Northern edge and from this position could observe the enemy retreating in disorder
towards the Villages of Longueval and Bazentin-le-Grand.
The advance had been rehearsed so exhaustively on the training ground at Briquemesnil that the movements had
become stale with repetition that one man was heard to remark: “Now we’ll go back and do it all over again before
tea!”
Parties of men were at once set to work to consolidate strong points and reverse the trenches-cutting fire steps to
face the direction of the inevitable counter attack. This proved to be immensely difficult as the ground was a mass of
shell holes, rubble and loose crumbling earth. The total inadequacy of the trenches was to become abundantly
proved over the next 48 hours.
A working party of 10 Platoon under Lieutenant Sproat was observed by the enemy gunners and shelled, suffering
heavy casualties and killing the Officer.

Lewis gun posts were established at several points, one being on a sunken road and commanded by Sergeant Fred
Wilkinson which was wiped out, killing the Sergeant and his crew.
A second gun operated in the open between ‘A’ and ‘C’ Companies firing in the direction of Longueval and Bernafay
wood. The gun was manned by Privates Clough, Evans, Gordon, Worthington and Wright and remained in action
until the Battalion was relieved.
Two further guns manned by Private Worthington and Corporal Allison also did good work.
Battalion headquarters was established in an old German dugout by the crossroads outside the village and was
commanded by the Adjutant, Captain MacDonald.
The acting Commanding Officer stressed to his men that it was essential for them to be underground before the
shelling began in earnest.
The Men fully realised this, and by evening when the bombardment began again, they were well under cover and no
further casualties occurred. The counter attack failed to materialise and the Battalion was relieved in the early hours
of the 3rd July by the 12th Royal Scots and moved off down the valley towards the village of Carnoy.
The battered remnants of the Battalion reached Bronfay farm where the rolls were called and out of a total of about
900 officers and men who went over the top 48 Hours previously, eight officers and 350 other ranks had been left
behind on the shattered battlefield.
Sadly Tom was killed in this action.
(www.themanchesters.org)

Tom is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Salford; St.Anne’s
Church, Bridleheath and at Agecroft Cemetery.

St.Anne’s Church, Bridleheath
(photo by SWARM)

Plot 26 grave 414 reads
Tom
Dearly loved and only son of the above
Killed in action 1st July 1916
In his 21st year

Lance Corporal 83477 George Alexander Blakemore 30th signal division Royal Engineers
Alec was born 1892 in Wrockdine in Shropshire, the eldest son of Thomas (b.1861, Wrockdine) and
Agnes (b.1862, Newport)
Thomas married Agnes Leek in the June quarter of 1884, in Wellington.
On the 1901 census they lived at Highfield Road, Pendleton.
Thomas is reported as being an ‘iron founder’.
On the 1911 census, the family were at the same address as 1901 and Thomas was still an ‘iron founder’ and Alex is
recorded as being a butcher.
There is no record of when Alec enlisted with the Royal Engineers.
The 30th signal division were with XIII Corps.
On 30th July, subsidiary attacks were made at Delville Wood and Longueval, in support of a bigger attack to the south
by XIII Corps and XX Corps.
The 5th Division attacked with the 13th Brigade, to capture German strong-points north of the village and the southeastern end of Wood Lane.
A preliminary bombardment began at 16:45 hours but failed to suppress the German artillery, which fired on the
village and the wood.
British communications were cut again, as two battalions advanced at 18:10 hours.; the right-hand battalion was
caught by German artillery-fire, at the north-west fringe of the wood but a company pushed on and dug in beyond.
The left-hand battalion crawled forward under the British barrage but as soon as it attacked, massed German smallarms fire forced the troops under cover in shell-holes.
A battalion on the right with only 175 men was so badly shelled, that a battalion was sent forward and a reserve
battalion of the 15th Brigade was also sent forward.
Attempts were made to reorganise the line in Longueval, where many units were mixed up; German artillery-fire was
continuous and after dark the 15th Brigade took over.
After representations by Major-General R. B. Stephens it was agreed that the 5th Division would be relieved during 1st
August.
Not sure how or when Alec was wounded but he died due to them on 30th July and was buried at Dive Copse.
Dive Copse
In June 1916, before the Somme offensive, the ground north of the cemetery was chosen for a concentration of field
ambulances, which became the XIV Corps Main Dressing Station.
Dive Copse was a small wood close by, under the Bray-Corbie road, named after the officer commanding this
station. Plots1 and 2 were filled with burials from these medical units between July and September 1916.
Alec is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Dive Copse, Roll of Honour at St. John’s, Weaste and at Agecroft
Cemetery.

Plot 15 grave 238 reads
Alec, their beloved son
Killed in action 1916.
Peace, perfect peace

The Army Register shows that Alec left £15- 80 to his father

Private 27434 George Edward Buckley 16th platoon 'D' company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Pals)
George was a son of George (b. 1846, Manchester) and Eliza (b. 1862, Salford)
George married Eliza Lowe on 11th September 1894 at St. Philip’s Salford.
They had both been married before.
They had two other children, Herbert (b.1897, Salford) and Bertha who sadly died in 1901 aged 1 year.
Thy also had an adopted daughter Lily Campbell (b. 1905, Nottingham)
In 1901 the family were living at Regent Street, Salford and father George is reported as being a ‘hairdresser.
By 1911 the family are at Whit Lane, Pendleton, dad is still and hairdresser, his son George is a ‘stenter boy’ at the
Riverside bleach works and son Herbert is a messenger boy for the GPO.
George enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June
1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, George was one of them
From the battalion War Diary of 1st July 1916

‘It was obvious by 9am that further efforts in this direction were only useless waste of life’
Local newspaper
‘Mr. George Maw (Captain Salvation Army) writes: I am anxious to assist Mrs. Buckley of Maud Street, Pendleton to trace her son,
Private George Edward Buckley (27434) Lancashire Fusiliers (First Salford “D” company) who has been missing since the battle of
Thiepval on 1st July.
A letter sent to her son was returned with the following message written on the envelope –
“Wounded 1.7.16, Beyts, Captain”.
It is therefore thought he is wounded and a prisoner in Germany.
Mrs. Buckley would be grateful if any comrade could give her any news of him.
2nd Lieutenant T.G. Gribble has written to say that Buckley was his servant and he felt his loss very keenly.
Private Buckley 20 years of age was formerly employed by the Riverside Dyeing Company, Whit Lane, in Pendlebury. An elder brother,
Herbert, is in the Postal Department in France’
George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Ann’s Church, Brindleheath,
St. Thomas’s Church, Pendleton and at Agecroft Cemetery
Plot 26 grave 360 reads
Pte. George Ed. Buckley
15th Lanc. Fus.
Son of the above
Missing, presumed killed,
1st July 1916
In the soil of France they are laid
To rest, two of England’s very best

Private 16616 Alfred Burgess 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
Alfred was a son of Sampson (b. 1859, Madeley, Shropshire) and Sarah (b. 1858, Chorley)
Sampson Burgess married Sarah Conway in Chorlton in the June quarter of 1893.
The other children were Elizabeth (b .1895, Salford) and Sarah (b. 1899).
Another child died young and all the children were born in Salford
On the 1901 census they lived at Conway Street, Broughton and Sampson was a ‘county court bailiff’
On the 1911 census they were living at Grosvenor Street, Broughton, Sampson is recorded as a ‘bricklayer’ and
Albert was working as a ‘clerk’ in a cotton warehouse.
Sadly Sampson died on 9th January 1914, aged 56 years
Some time later the family moved to Northumberland Street, Broughton
Alfred enlisted into the 12th battalion Manchester Regiment and after completing training was posted to France.
He was involved in several actions before the July 1st ‘big push’
In June the 12th Manchester’s underwent intensive training for the forthcoming battle of the Somme.
They went into action on the 3rd July in an attack on Railway Copse and Bottom Wood near Fricourt, after a hectic
advance to the front they found themselves in two old German trenches looking north towards Contalmaison where
they remained until 5th July.
On the 6th they advanced into Fricourt Wood and were ordered to take Quadrangle Trench, which previous attacks
by two other battalions had failed to take.
The attack took place in bright sunlight without any cover.
The result was a disaster for the battalion with 555 men killed, missing or wounded.
Albert was killed during action during the 7th July.
(Mainly from www.themanchesters.org)

Alfred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 26 grave 121 reads
Albert, dearly loved
Son of the above
Killed in action at Ypres, Belgium
July 8th 1916, aged 20 years

Lance Corporal 17157 Samuel Tweedale Howarth 4th platoon ‘A’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Samuel (b.1888, Pendleton) was the oldest son of Robert (b.1863, Hulme) and Ellen (b. 1865, Oldham)
Robert Howarth married Ellen Tweedale in the June quarter of 1887, in Salford
They had six other children, all born in Pendleton, Elizabeth (b.1888), Annie (b.1892), Eva (b.1895) Thomas
(b.1897), Ellen (b.1901) and Robert (b.1904)
On the 1891 census the family are living at McKerrow Street, Pendleton and Robert is recorded as being a ‘bleacher’
in a bleach works.
The family are at the same address on the 1910 census and Robert is recorded as a ‘cloth finisher’ and Samuel as
working in a ‘print works’
Samuel married Matilda Harper in the September quarter of 1909 in Salford.
On the 1911 census they are living at Middleton Street, Pendleton and Samuel is recorded as being a labourer in a
‘bleach works. Also with them was a ten month old daughter, Annie Mary.
They had another child, Francis in the June quarter of 1913.
Samuel enlisted with the 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford) which was formed in Salford, during January
1915. They moved in March 1915 to Conway and on 21st June 1915 to Catterick, using the firing ranges at
Strenshall. 21st June 1915 the battalion came under orders of 96th Brigade, 32nd Division.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
After training they were posted to France and landed at Le Havre 22nd November 1915.
On 5th January 1916 the battalion was transferred to 14th Brigade in same Division.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford
Pals being almost wiped out.
Samuel was wounded during this action and after treatment at the local Clearing Station and hospital was sent home
to England, where he died on 13th July.
From the battalion war diary: July 1st 1916
"In the meanwhile ‘A’, ‘B’ and part of ‘C’ Company had continued their advance from the front line trenches in waves of 30 or 40 men.
The leading wave, led by Lt Huxley, got within 10 yards of the German trench but out of forty men only four remained and they could get
no further."
"Capt Hibbert led the next wave and succeeded in getting into the German trench. He was followed by Lt Musker and 2nd Lt George with
all the men that could be collected. These were the only three officers left with the two and a half companies that had advanced, the
remaining officers having been killed or wounded."
"During these operations the battalion experienced 268 casualties, that’s to say 50% of its fighting strength, having 20 officers and
577 other ranks when going into action."
Note that this 50% battalion casualty rate was incurred but just over one half of the battalion.
Casualties in ‘A’, ‘B’ and the part of ‘C’ company that advanced were at a much higher rate.
In George's ‘A’ company, the CO Lt. Huxley was wounded at duty and all three platoon commanders were killed in action.
After July 1st the battalion was reorganised into 2 companies
Samuel is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery were he has a CWGC headstone
Plot 34 grave 285 reads (CWGC Headstone)
17517 Lance Cpl
S.T. Howarth
Lancashire Fusiliers
13th July 1916, age 29
God loved him too
He thought it best
To take him home
With Him to rest
R.I.P

Private 31224 John Raynor Hatfield 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John (b. 1893, Salford) was the eldest son of Charles (b.1862, Thornhill, Yorkshire) and Charlotte (b.1864,
Wakefield)
Charles Henry Hatfield married Charlotte Haigh in June quarter of 1885 in Wakefield.
They had eight children in total, the others being,
Amy May (b.1886, Wakefield), William Henry (b.1887, Wakefield), Ethel (b.1890, Manchester),
The other children born in Salford were, Edith Mary (b.1899), Charles Thomas (b.1901) and Emily (b. 1902)
The other child, Frederick Percy died on 13th July 1895, aged 1 month old.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Lytham Street, Salford and Charles is recorded as being a ‘police constable’
By the 1901 census the family are at Buckley Street in Broughton and Charles is still a police constable
On the 1911 census the family are now at Clements Street in Broughton and Charles has been promoted to ‘Police
Sergeant’ in the Salford Police.
John is working as ‘clerk’ in a furnishing warehouse
Not sure when John enlisted but the 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was formed in Bury during September 1914
as part of the Second New Army.
After initial training close to home, the Division moved to Bovington in Dorset to continue training and join the 52nd
Brigade of the 17th (Northern) Division.
In late May 1915 moved to Hursley near Winchester area.
The division had been selected for Home Defence duties, but this was reversed and they proceeded to France
landing at Boulogne on the 15th July 1915, concentrating near St Omer.
They moved into the Southern Ypres salient for trench familiarisation and then took over the front lines in that area.
In the spring of 1916 they were in action at the Bluff, south east of Ypres on the Comines canal then moved south to
The Somme.
John was killed during the confused fighting around Quadrangle Support Trench and Contalmaison on 7th July
The famous fantasy author J. R. R. Tolkien served with this battalion until contracting trench fever during the
Battle of the Somme in October 1916
John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Gordon Dump*, The Roll of Honour at Adelphi Lads Club and
Agecroft Cemetery
In the register of soldiers effects John left £2-7s authorised to his sister May (Amy) and a war gratuity authorised to
his father Charles.

*Gordon Dump:
It was called variously Gordon (or Gordon's) Dump Cemetery or Sausage Valley Cemetery, from the name given to
the broad, shallow valley that runs down from it to Becourt. The remainder of the cemetery was formed after the
Armistice when graves were brought in from the 1916 battlefields immediately surrounding the cemetery.

Plot 26 grave 230 reads
Reported missing July 7th 1916
John Raynor, their son
Aged 24 years

The Army Register shows that John left £2 -35 to his sister May and a war gratuity of £3 to his father

Private 7746 Francis Comerford 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Frank (b.1889, Pendleton) was a son of Francis (b.1858, Glasgow) and Annie (b. 1863, Belfast) Comerford. Francis
Comerford married Annie Louisa Cosgrave at St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church, Bolton on 6th September 1879.
In total they had eleven children, the others being, Catherine (b.1883), Louis (b.1886), Grace (b.1891), Genivian
(b.1894), Alexander (b.1896), Thomas (b.1897), Veronica (b. 1900) and Margaretta (b.1901).
All the children were born in Pendleton and sadly two others died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Pump Street, Bolton, the father is recorded as being an ‘iron worker’ from
Jarrow
On the 1901 census they had moved to Whit Lane, Pendlebury and the father was now recorded as being a ‘stoker
at a cotton mill’ and being born in Newcastle.
On 1911 census the family were living at Gerald Street, Pendleton and this time the father said he was born in
Glasgow!!!
His son Francis is working as a ‘collier hewer’
Francis married Elizabeth Dellahide on 11th January 1913 at St. James’s Church in Pendleton.
They had a child, Mary in September quarter 1914.
Frank enlisted in September 1914 and joined the 11th battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers, which was raised at Codford in
October 1914 as part of Kitchener's Third New Army, and joined 74th Brigade, 25th Division.
The Division assembled for training in the area around Salisbury.
They proceeded to France on the 25th September 1915, landing at Boulogne and the division concentrated in the
area of Nieppe.
Their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to The Somme and joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade making a costly
attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
Frank was seriously wounded in this attack and after local treatment in France he was sent to Edmonton Military
Hospital in Silver Street, Edmonton in Middlesex.
Sadly he died on July 18th and was brought home to Salford for burial at Agecroft Cemetery where he has a CWGC
headstone.

Plot 34 grave 308 reads (CWGC Headstone)
7764 Private
F. Comerford
Lancashire Fusiliers
18th July 1916, age 27
O Jesus open wide thy heart
And let him rest there in

Private 14229 Christopher Cookson 9th battalion East Lancashire Regiment
Christopher (b.1893, Leck, a village near Kirby Lonsdale) was the eldest son of Christopher (b.1865) and Mary Jane
(b. 1863, Leck) Cookson
Christopher married Mary Jane Smith in Kirby Lonsdale on 24th January 1887.
They had another six children, Ada (b.1888, Leck), John (b.1889, Leck), Robert (b.1891, Cowan Bridge), Edwin (b.
1896, Leck), Richard (b.1899, Salford) and William (b.1904, Salford)
On the 1891 census the family are at Cowan Bridge Burrow with Burrow, Lunesdale, Lancashire,
The village is about 2 miles south of Kirby Lonsdale., and Christopher is recorded as being ‘shoe & boot maker’
On the 1901 census they are t Tully Street in Broughton and Christopher is still recorded as being ‘boot & shoe
maker’
By 1911 census the family are living at Worcester Street, Broughton and both Christopher’s are recorded as being
‘boot & shoe makers’
Not sure went Christopher enlisted but 9th battalion East Lancashire Regiment was formed at Preston in September
1914 and came under command of 65th Brigade in 22nd Division.
They moved to Lewes and then on to Seaford in November 1914, billets in Eastbourne in December 1914 and back
to Seaford in April 1915.
They moved to Aldershot area in June 1915.
Landed at Boulogne 5th September 1915 but moved with Division to Salonika, arriving 5th November 1915.
The battalion sailed on the converted P&O liner His Majesty’s Transport ‘Ionian’, and after departure when the sealed
orders were opened the destination was seen to be Alexandria in Egypt.
However that destination was subsequently changed to Salonika in Greece, and after observing strict anti-submarine
precautions because of the threat from the Austrian Mediterranean coastline, the ‘Ionian’ berthed on the Salonika
quay on 5thNovember.
After a month of front-line trench duty in Pearse Brook the Battalion was moved westwards to the area of Reselli,
north of Lake Ardzan.
The Serbs and French were fighting hard further to the west and it was decided that the 22nd Division should prevent
enemy troops from moving westwards by mounting a ‘holding attack’ on hills in between the Vardar River and the
high Pip Ridge that dominated the Doiran battlefield.
On 8th September 12th Lancashire Fusiliers successfully raided the enemy positions at Macukovo north of Reselli,
and identified the enemy unit that the 9th East Lancashire’s would have to face as the 59th German Infantry
Regiment. The 9th battalion attacked on the night of 13th September, assaulting in two columns from a trench line
occupied by the 11th Welch Regiment. The four rifle companies met resistance but all had seized their hill-top
objectives by 10:30 hours the following morning. A good haul of prisoners was taken and casualties had not been
heavy. On the left flank 14th King’s Liverpool’s and 12th Lancashire Fusiliers had taken the German trenches that
were assigned to them and 9th King’s Own was located in support in ravines near Macukovo village. But at 15:00
hours after a short, intensive and accurate bombardment a strong enemy attack drove the King’s Liverpool’s
backwards. This made the position of the left hand East Lancashire’s company untenable and it too retired. (From
www.kaiserscross.com)

Christopher was killed during this action.
Christopher is remembered t the CWGC Memorial at Doiran and
At Agecroft Cemetery
Plot 26 grave 342 reads
Their son
Christopher K.I.A.
1893-1916
The Army Register of Soldiers shows that Christopher
left £4-85 to Ada Drinkwater (his sister)

Christopher’s elder brother Robert.
John, his eldest brother also lived at
the same address

Private 6853 Ezekiel Corley 18th platoon ‘C’ company 16th battalion Manchester Regiment (1st Pals)
Ezekiel, better known as ‘laddie’ was born in Ramsbottom during 1891, a son of Ezekiel George (b.1853, Norfolk)
and Charlotte (b.1858, Lincolnshire) Corley
Ezekiel George Corley married Charlotte Jane Reed in Bury during the June quarter of 1876.
In total they had another six children, the others being, born in Ramsbottom, Harriet (b.1877) and Charlotte (b. 1879),
Lily (1886). Born in Rainsough Samuel (1888) and Joseph (1895) was born in Salford.
On the 1881 census the family lived at Lower Nuttall Lane, Tottington near Bury and father was recorded as being a
‘labourer’
On the 1891 census they were living at Mount Pleasant in Prestwich and father is now a ‘gardener & domestic
servant’
By the 1901 census they are living at Chapel Street, Salford and now father is a ‘gardener’
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Great Cheetham Street, Broughton.
Father is now an ‘excavator for tram laying’ and ‘Laddie’ is a ‘clerk at a shipper’s office’
‘Laddie’ enlisted in the 16th battalion Manchester Regiment.
He ‘joined up’ in September 1914 along with many men from the major cotton producers of the City and the clerks
and warehousemen of Manchester.
The battalion went into camp at Heaton Park in September, and in April 1915 moved to Belton Park, Grantham as
part of the 90th Brigade, 30th Division.
On the 29th August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office.
In September 1915 the battalion moved into Larkhill Camp, Salisbury, where training continued
On the 6th November 1915, the battalion set off from Larkhill and entrained to Folkestone enroute for Boulogne and
proceeded Pont Remy and then on to St Ricquier, where they were billeted.
On the 17th the men continued their trek via Brucamps, St Ouen, Flesselles and Villers Bocage, from there they
marched to Hebuterne to enter the war and received their first casualties. They were trained in trench warfare by the
Gloucester and Worcester regiments during the early part of December, before marching to Louvencourt on the 14th
December. Christmas was spent at Bonneville, when a fire started in a farm building, the battalion spent the night
fire-fighting with the locals.
In January 1916 the 30th Division was ordered to the Somme area and the 16th moved to Suzanne, which was a
billeting area for the Maricourt area.
Until July the battalion went the round of Suzanne- Marricourt, Maricourt -Suzanne except for short spells of training
behind the lines, working with the 17th battalion doing the opposite 'shift' in miserable trenches with no dug-outs and
only a few bomb proof shelters.
The training for the spring offensive was essential but not always appreciated (from the 16th battalion history)
“After an imaginary tot of rum we goes over an imaginary top and attacks an imaginary enemy.
What I want to know is why is - Why the 'ell we can't imagine the whole bloody lots over and jimmy off 'ome?"
During this time the battalion suffered casualties on a regular basis from German artillery and raids and retaliation
was organised by the British troops by way of Stokes and Heavy mortars and raids were organised.
On the 1st June the 90th brigade was relieved by French troops of the XXth corps,
The preparations for forth-coming battle started as battery and machine gun positions were established.
From the maricourt sector the battalion moved to Etinehem on the 1st -2nd June, where they rested and received
drafts, on the 10th the relieved the 18th Kings on the other side Maricourt to study the ground over which they would
attack.
Here they suffered from heavy German artillery and machine guns as the trench system was prepared for the jump
off.
On the 16th they were relieved by the 2nd Bedfords and moved to Bois de Taille, on to Le Mesge for further training
for the attack on Silesia trench, the Glatz redoubt and Montauban.

The Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916.
The objective of the 16th battalion was Montauban Alley, an important trench about 200 yards in front of the village,
the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers and the 18th battalion were in support, on their right was the 17th battalion.
After a cold night in the assembly trenches, the battalion moved off at 08:30 hours
They had to traverse 3000 yards of shattered trenches and churned up ground passing through the 21st
Brigade who had already taken their objective.
Held up at one point while the artillery barrage moved forward, they pressed on and poured into Montauban which
was levelled by then, and on to Montauban alley.
Battalion HQ was established in the village and communications set up, ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ coys consolidated the Alley,
touch was obtained with the 17th battalion on the right, but on the left the flank was open until late in the afternoon
when 18th Division came up.
The gun pits beyond the alley were rushed and the first three artillery pieces were taken in the battle of the Somme.
By Midday the Germans had become to shell their positions.
At 21:30 hours the Germans launched their counter attack but by 22:15 hours it was beaten off.
The men stood to in their trenches all night and suffered through lack of water.
At 03.00 hours the second German counter attack started as long lines of grey figures advanced over the ridge. The
battalion responded with rapid and accurate rifle and Lewis gun fire, but there were only 150 troops manning the
defence of a trench 1000 yards long and no means of contacting the artillery.
Four waves of Germans were fought off but some got into the trench at the junction of the 16th and 17th battalions,
bombers were sent forward to deal with them but the bombs had run out and a block was established in the trench to
keep them back.
At 14:30 hours the battalion was relieved by the 2nd Wiltshire’s, the ammunition they took back was one mills bomb
and 300 rounds, but they had held the trench.
On their return to their trenches , the Padre asked for volunteers to bring in the wounded still laying out in no mans
land, the survivors, all thoroughly exhausted, stood up to a man.
What was left of the battalion was withdrawn to ‘Happy Valley’ off the Bray Albert Road they stayed until the 8th July
when they returned to their old assembly trenches.
(From www.themanchesters.org)
‘Laddie’ was wounded during this period, not sure when but he sadly died on the 8th July
Local newspaper
‘The War Office has communicated to Mr. E.G. Corley, of Great Cheetham Street, Broughton, the fact that his son, Private E. Corley,
aged 28 years, died of wounds in France on 8th July.
For eleven years he was connected with the Boys Brigade, and when he resigned he was a Lieutenant.
He enlisted in the machine gun section of the Manchester’s (1st Pals) in September 1914 and trained at Heaton Park, Grantham and
Salisbury, going to France in November,
In a letter dated 25th June he stated that he was in good health.
He was employed in Manchester as a clerk and attended St. John’s Church, Broughton, where there was special service on Wednesday
night. Mr. Corley has two other sons in the Royal Scots, who are now serving in France’

Ezekiel (Laddie) is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Boulogne, The Roll of Honour at St. John’s Church,
Broughton and at Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 25 grave 338 reads
Ezekiel Corley (Laddie)
Who was killed in France
July 8th 1916, in his 29th year.
Gods will be done.

From 1918 Salford Absent Voters list for
4a Great Cheetham Street, Broughton
Pte. 223469 Joseph Corley, 231st Emply Co.
Pte. 275678 Samuel Corley 4th Reserve battalion Royal Scots

Private 8144 Walter Gouldsborough 2nd platoon ‘A’ company 17th Manchester Regiment (2nd Pals)
Walter (b.1896, Salford) was the youngest son of Harry (b.1865, Heywood) and Emma (b.1863, Bury)
Gouldsborough.
Harry Gouldsborough married Emma Leach in the December quarter of 1884 in Bury.
They had five children in total, the others being Charlotte aka Lottie (b. 1886), Elizabeth aka Lizzie
(b.1889) both born in Bury. Harry (b.1893) and Ada (b.1899) both born in Salford.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Fred Street in Broughton and father was a grocer.
By 1901 they lived at Bower Street, Broughton and father is a grocer manager.
On the 1911 census they lived at Dudley Street, Broughton.
Father is still a grocer’s manager and Walter is a clerk in a ‘mantle makers’ office.
The service number may indicate that Walter enlisted in September 1914
The 17th (2nd City) Battalion, Manchester Regiment was raised in Manchester on the 28th August 1914.
Initially they trained at Heaton Park but moved in April 1915 to Belton Park, where they joined 90th Brigade, 30th
Division.
They then moved to Larkhill in September 1915 for final training and proceeded to France on the 6th November 1915,
concentrating near Amiens.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battle of the Somme, in which the Division captured Montauban.
On the night of 30th July, 90th Brigade had assembled at positions close to Trones Wood.
Early the next morning the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers (RSF) and 18th Manchester’s led the assault on the fortress
village of Guillemont.
In the mist of the early morning the leading troops were initially successful and the 17th Manchester’s followed the 2nd
RSF to the approaches of the village. By the time of their arrival, a relentless barrage prevented further support from
the British lines. The attack faltered and the leading troops became isolated in fierce fighting with German troops who
had sheltered in caves and tunnels.
The 17th Manchester’s withdrew and the 2nd RSF; with the 18th Manchester’s suffered severe losses.
Relative to the losses in the previous battles, the 17th Battalion toll at Guillemont was comparatively light with 5
Officers and 274 other ranks killed, wounded and missing.
(Mainly from www.themanchesters.org)
Walter was reported ‘missing in action’ after this attack.
He was not officially reported as ‘missing in action presumed dead’ until February 1917.
Local newspaper
‘Pte. Walter Gouldsborough, Manchester Regt, reported missing 30th July, now officially reported to have been killed on that day. He
was employed as a clerk by Messrs. Carr, Lomas and Co. Fountain Street.
His home was at Dudley Street, Broughton.’ (Manchester Evening News 28 Feb 1917)
Walter is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 15 grave 834 reads
Walter, son of the above
17th Batt. Man. Reg. (2nd Pals)
Killed in France July 30th 1916.
In his 21st year
He did his duty

The Army Register shows that Walter let £1- 69 and a war gratuity of £8-50.

Private 25131 Benjamin Hill 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Pals)
Ben (b.1892, Radcliffe) was a son of Edward (b.1854, Whitefield) and Ellen (b.1852, Middleton) Hill.
Edward Hill married Ellen Kay ay All Saints, Stand (Whitefield) on 4th February 1878.
In total they had five children, sadly three died young.
The other, Maud as born in Radcliff during 1889
Two of the children who died were Francis (b.1889, Radcliffe) and Albert (b.1879, Radcliffe)
On the 1881 census the family were living at Melton Street, Radcliffe and Edward was a labourer in a coal mine.
Their son Albert age two was recorded on the entry.
On the 1891 census they were living at Coomassie Street, Radcliffe and Edward was a ‘cloth finisher’ and a daughter
‘F.M.’ (Francis Mooney) was recorded.
By 1901 the family were at the same address and Edward is now recorded as being a ‘calenderer’ at a bleach works,
daughter Francis is also recorded on the entry.
By 1911 the family are at Armitage Street, Pendleton.
Edward is a ‘cloth finisher’ again and Ben is a ‘wire temperer’
Ben later worked at Ashton’s Velvet works and attended Enys Street Primitive Methodist Church.
Benjamin married Polly Bradbury on 4th March 1916 at St. Thomas’s Church, Salford
They lived at Dunville Street, Salford.
Benjamin enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, Benjamin was one those killed in action.
Ben is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 26 grave 178 reads (Bradbury family grave)
Pte. Benjamin Hill 15th Lanc. Fus.
Dearly loved husband of Polly Hill
& son-in-law of the above
Who fell in action July 1st 1916.
Aged 24 years
Ever Remembere

The Roll of Honour for Samuel Ashton & Co. Ltd.

Lance Corporal 16947 Lawrence Hutchinson 7th battalion Queens Own Cameron Highlanders Regiment
Lawrence (b.1896) was a son of William (b.1874) and Sarah (b.1875) Hutchinson.
All of them were born in Pendlebury
William Hutchinson married Sarah Charnock at St. George’s Church, Salford on 31st August 1895.
Their other children, Adlenia (b.1899), Alice (b.1902) were also born in Pendlebury
They had another child who died young.
On the 1891 census the family were living at Union Street, Pendleton with Williams’s parents, Robert and Susanna.
Also there were William’s brothers, Thomas, Robert, Martin and his sister Susanna.
William is reported to be a ‘coal miner’
On the 1901 census they are still at Union Street, but William is now head of the household and his father, two
brothers and his sister are living with them. William is reported to be a ‘coal hewer’
By the 1911 census William’s family are at Ashton Street, Pendleton but none of William’s sibling are with him.
He is reported as being a ‘coal miner hewer’ and Lawrence is a ‘butcher’
Not sure when Lawrence enlisted but the 7th battalion Queens Own Cameron Highlanders was formed at Inverness
in September 1914.
They moved to Aldershot in November 1914 and on 13th January 1915 came under orders of 44th Brigade in 15th
(Scottish) Division.
They then moved to billets at Liphook in January 1915, and moved again the next month, this time to Cirencester.
Next they moved on to Chisledon in April 1915, then Tidworth in May.
9th July 1915 the battalion landed at Boulogne.
They saw action at the the Battle of Loos in 1915, the Battles of the Somme in 1916,
From the History of the 7th battalion:
‘On the 18th July our Engineers blew up ‘Border Redoubt’ at the junctions of ‘Riflemen’s Alley’ and ‘Alexandria Trench’. Instructions had
been given that after the explosion the far lip of the carter was to be consolidated.
This proved a difficult job, but we were ordered to preserve with it.
The explosion formed two craters, which were heavily bombarded with rifle grenades and serial darts by the enemy, who evidently had
no intention of trying to consolidate the crater himself.
Three different attempts were made to get into the further crater and within a few seconds, on each occasion, every man was under
observation of the enemy. However, after many hours arduous work, lying flat on the stomach and scraping with entrenching tool, a
trench of sorts sufficient to hold the far lip of the crater was formed.
The work was arduous and trying, as well as dangerous, but the officers and men stuck to it bravely.
The following afternoon a Staff Officer came up with beautifully drawn plans for consolidating the near lip of the craters, a scheme
which, if originally carried out, would have saved lives.
Casualties
Killed
1 officer and 16 other ranks
Wounded
4 officers and 12 other ranks
(Mainly from www.electricscotland.com)
Lawrence was one of the men killed during this period.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Vevmelles and at Agecroft cemetery.
Plot 26 grave 308 reads
In loving memory of
Lawrence, Lan Cpl
The beloved son of
William & Sarah Hutchinson
Killed in action July 18th 1916
In his 21st year

Sergeant 11476 Thomas Lawton 10th platoon ‘C’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Thomas (b.1889) was the eldest son of William (b.1864) and Elizabeth (b.1867) Lawton
William married Elizabeth Mowbray at St. Philip’s Church on 20th October 1888.
They and all their children were born in Salford.
The other six children of the marriage were, Elizabeth (b.1891), Maria (b.1893), William (b.1896),
Margaret (b.1898), Edward (b.1902) and john (b.1907)
On the 1891 census the family were living at Smith Court, Salford and father was reported as being
a general labourer.
On the 1901 census the family were at Young Street, Pendleton and father was now a ‘paviors labourer’
On the 1911 census the family were still at Young Street.
On this census father was reported to have been fully blind since he turned 40 years of age.
He now worked as a mat maker for the blind asylum.
Thomas was working for Salford Corporation as a wood cutting machinist.
Thomas later began working on Salford Corporation Tramways
Thomas enlisted 16th battalion Lancashire, ‘2nd Salford Pals’.
The battalion was raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916; the action resulted in very heavy losses for the
‘Salford Pals’
From the War Diary of the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusilier showing the causalities for July 1st & 2nd

Thomas survived this attack and along with the rest of the battalion did little fighting during the next five to six weeks
Thomas killed in action when he was sent out on a ‘special’ patrol on 30th August
From the War Diary of the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusilier showing an action on 30th August

Local newspaper
‘Sergeant T. Lawton, Lancashire Fusiliers, of Mount Vernon, Strawberry Hill, Pendleton, died of wounds on 30th August.
He was out along with two officers and a corporal on a bombing patrol and the party had complied their task and were about to return
when Sergeant Lawton was seriously wounded.
The corporal attempted to carry him back, but was also hit.
The two officers managed to drag the N.C.O.’s to their lines, but both died.
Lawton was employed on the Salford Corporation Tramways before enlisting’

Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Cambrin, the Roll of honour at Salford Corporal Memorial and at
Agecroft Cemetery.

Salford Corporal Memorial
Plot 25 grave 131 reads
Sergt. Thomas Lawton (LF)
Beloved son of above
Killed in action in France
Aug 30th 1916, aged 27 years

Corporal 96790 Ernest Wheeldon Lucas 25th Division Royal Engineers
Ernest (b.1887) was a son of John (b.1849, Salford) and Elizabeth (b.1857, Derbyshire) Lucas.
John married Elizabeth Wheeldon in Salford in the December quarter of 1885.
They has eight other children, all born in Salford, James (b.1880), Elizabeth(b.1882), John
(b.1884), Reginald (b.1892), Arthur (b. 1894), Ellen (b.1896), Percy (b.1899) and Elsie (b.1901)
On the 1891 census the family are at Harriett Street, Broughton and John is an ‘agent of a
bleachers’
On the 1901 census they were still at Harriet Street and john is recorded as being a ‘traveller for a bleachers’
By 1911 they were at Woodland Terrace, Broughton and John was still a ‘traveller for a bleachers’
Ernest, however, was boarding at Betsy Chadwick’s at Swinton Hall Park Road, Swinton and there are two other
boarders there. Ernest was working as an electrical engineer; this may have been with W&L Electrical Engineering
Co., Granville St, Swinton, of which he was a partner (this company was dissolved in 1911).
He later became a cinema operator at Pendlebury Picture Palace.
Ernest enlisted in Manchester in early 1915, and because of his electric expertise he was drafted into the Royal
Engineers. His main duties included repairing and maintaining that thing that used electrical power.
Local newspaper
‘Many people in Pendlebury will regret to hear of the death of Sapper Ernest Wheeldon Lucas who is reported to have been killed in
action in France on 7th July.
Although his home was Albert Park Road, Broughton, most of his time was spent in Pendlebury.
For about three years he was a partner in the firm of Messrs. Walmsley and Lucas electricians and after the partnership was
dissolved he was for two years employed at the Pendlebury Picture Palace as a cinema operator.
He had many friends in the district.
He enlisted in the Royal Engineers about 12 months ago and because of his electrical experience he was sent on active service after a
very short period of training.
Since going to France he has seen much heavy fighting and has on several occasions had narrow escapes from death. He was on
furlough at Christmas.
News of his death was conveyed to his parents by a Chaplin who wrote to say that he was killed whilst in his billet late at night.
A shell came through the roof and killed Lucas and another man (Sapper Arthur Froggatt from Barnsley).
Their bodies were afterwards buried in a small cemetery just behind the firing line at Verdun.
Deceased was a single man and 29 years of age.’

Ernest is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Bouzincourt, The Roll of Honour at St. John’s Church, Broughton
and at Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 15 grave 860 reads
Ernest their son
Killed in France 17th July 1916
Aged 30 years

From Manchester Evening News 7th July 1917

Lance Corporal 15032 Frank Douglas Moore 4th platoon 'A' company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Frank (b. 1898, Pendleton) was the youngest child of Joseph and Sabina Moore
Both his parents were born in Douglas Isle of Man.
Joseph married Sabina Taggart at Malew (Isle of Man) on 28th September 1878
In total they had five children, all born on the Isle of Man, except Frank.
The other children were Thomas (b.1880), Robert (b.1882), William (b. 1885) and Ada (b.1887)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Hankinson Street, Pendleton and Joseph was a ‘railway carter’
On the 1911 census the family are living at Denmark Street, Pendleton and Joseph was now a ‘wagoner on railway’.
Frank, aged 13, is still at school
Frank enlisted 16th battalion Lancashire, ‘2nd Salford Pals’, was raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916; the action resulted in very heavy losses for the
‘Salford Pals’
Frank survived this attack and was in action Again on the 13th July

From the War Diary of the 16th battalion Lancashire Fusilier showing the action on 13th July

Frank was badly wounded in this action and died later.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Etaples, and at Agecroft Cemetery

Plot 15 grave 761 reads
L.Cpl. Frank Douglas Moore
Son of the above
Who died from wound received.
In France July 13th 1916
Blessed, they have done with tears
Sickness, Darkness, Death and tears
And the soul’s long conflict past
Victory is theirs at last

Private 20564 James Nash 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Private 28387 Thomas Nash 11th platoon 'C' company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
The ‘Nash’ brothers, James (b.1897) and Thomas (b.1886) were both born in Salford
They were sons of Richard and Ann Nash.
Their father was born in Wales and their mother born in Salford
Richard married Ann Southworth on 27th March 1881 at St. George’s Church in Pendleton.
The other four children, all born in Salford, are Ralph (b.1882), Giles (b.1888), Sarah (b.1890) and Richard (b.1889).
On the 1891 census the family lived at Withycombe Street, Pendleton and father is reported as being a ‘navvy’
Sadly Richard died in the June quarter of 1900, aged 43 years
On the 1901 census the family are at Enys Street, Pendleton
By the 1911 census the family have split up.
The brothers enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on
the 15th November 1914.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out,
Thomas and James were among them

They are remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Scared
Trinity Church and Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 27 grave 773 reads
Her sons Thomas & James Nash
Killed in action 1st July 1916

Brothers Ralph and Richard also served,
Ralph as Private 39313 Richard Nash 7th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Richard as Private 109188 Richard Nash 15th battalion Sherwood Forester’s

Private 21116 Frederick Newton 1st platoon ‘A’ company 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment (7th Pals)
Frederick, (b.1890, Salford) was the youngest son of Benjamin (b.1857, Salford) and Fanny (b.1857, Congleton)
Newton.
Benjamin married Fanny Currey St. Simon’s Church, Broughton during the June quarter of 1876.
They had five other children, all born in Pendlebury.
They were Lizzie (b.1877), George (b.1881), Joseph (b.1883) Anne (b.1885) and Benjamin (b.1887)
Sadly Lizzie died during the March quarter of 1894 aged 16 years.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Cook Street, Pendleton and father was recorded as being a ‘gardener’
They still lived at the same address on the 1901 census and father was still a gardener.
By the 1911 census they were at Borough Street, Pendleton and father is now recorded as being a ‘park keeper’
working for Salford Corporation.
Fred, now working, is recorded as being a ‘bowling green gardener’
Fred enlisted with the 7th City Pals, 22nd battalion Manchester Regiment which was formed in Manchester on 21st
November 1914.
The battalion moved to Morecambe in January 1915.
In April 1915 they moved to Grantham and placed under command of 91st Brigade in 30th Division.
Next they moved to Larkhill, Salisbury Plain for final training in September 1915.
They were posted to France in early November 1915, landing it Boulogne.
On 20th December 1915, the 91st Brigade transferred to 7th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battle of the Somme, which resulted with very high causality numbers for the
7th battalion.

Desmond Royle (volunteer at Imperial War Museum, North) wrote:
At 07:30 hours the 7th City Battalion, (22nd Manchester's) passed through their old lines, the air was still thick with
debris and choking chalk dust, thrown up by the detonation of the Bulgar Point mine, "B" Company were on the right
and "D" Company on the left.
Although a number of German front line posts had been blown in by the detonation of the mine, the defence of
Mametz village and Dantzig alley were still capable of being undertaken by machine gunners whose deep dugouts,
further back, had protected them during the barrage.
Nevertheless, within thirty minutes of the attack starting small parties of the 22nd Manchester's were entering Bucket
Trench. For the 22nd Manchester’s their first objective had been taken in twenty five minutes.
A great number of casualties were suffered by the Manchester's.
The attack on Mametz village and Dantzig alley left the 7th City Battalion with more casualties than any other
Manchester Pals unit on the 1st July 1916.
The battalion had suffered almost five hundred casualties this day
The battalion diary records show that eighteen of the officers were casualties and ten were killed.
Amongst the men 472 were casualties, 241 wounded, 111 missing and 120 killed.
The 7th Manchester City Battalion had ceased to exist in any recognizable form.
Fred was one of those who died in this action.
Fred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Pendleton,
Manchester Ship Canal Company and Agecroft Cemetery.
Plot 25 grave 251 reads
L/Cpl Frederick Newton
Son of the above
Killed in action in France

Corporal 19561 Thomas Henry Pearson ‘C’ company 13th battalion Kings Liverpool Regiment
Thomas (b. 1898, Hulme) was the eldest son of Thomas (b.1872, Halifax) and Annie (b.1878, Hanley) Pearson.
Thomas married Annie Clarke in Chorlton cum Hardy during the March quarter of 1897.
They had five other children, all born in Salford.
They were William (b. 1900), Minnie (b.1903), Donald (b.1905), Frank (b.1907) and Edith (b.1911)
Sadly William died in 1903 aged 3 years.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Westminster Street, Pendleton and father is reported as being a ‘cycle maker’.
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Black Horse Yard, Crescent, Salford.
Father is now a ‘motor mechanic’ and his son Thomas is still at school.
Thomas enlisted on 8th September 1914 when he was about 17 years of age and joined the
13th battalion, The King's Regiment (Liverpool) was raised at Seaforth in September 1914, which assembled in the
area around Salisbury. The 13th Kings Liverpool were initially attached as Army Troops to 25th Division.
In February 1915 they transferred to 76th Brigade in same Division. They proceeded to France on the 27th September
1915, landing at Le Havre and concentrating in the area of Nieppe.
On 15th October 1915 the Battalion transferred with 76th Brigade to 3rd Division then on the 23rd October the battalion
transferred to 8th Brigade, still in 3rdDivision.
On 4th April 1916 they transferred to 9th Brigade, 3rd Division.
In 1916 they took part in The Actions of the Bluff and St Eloi Craters then moved to The Somme for the Battle of
Albert.
After surviving these actions, Thomas was in another large battle.
The 13th battalion who were part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Division took part in the Battle of Bazentin Ridge on the
13th / 14th of July 1916.
The attack was preceded by an artillery bombardment which began on 11th July.
The attack itself began at 03:25 hours, after a five minute bombardment.
The short bombardment and the unexpected dawn attack caught the Germans by surprise, and along most of the
line the initial attack was successful.
From right to left, the 9th Division (including the 13th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment) successfully captured most
of the village of Longueval, but was unable to clear the Germans out of the northern part of the village.
To their left the 8thBrigade of the 3rd Division was briefly help up by uncut wire, but was able to advance after the
German position was outflanked
The 9th Brigade captured Bazentin le Grand despite encountering machinegun fire.
Next in line the 7th Division attack captured the German front line at 03:25 hours, mostly because it had been
effectively destroyed by the artillery, and then captured Bazentin le Grand Wood.
During this period a number of Germans were seen retreating towards High Wood, on the next defensive line (the
Switch) but were killed before they could reach it.
By 07.30 hours the division had captured Bazentin le Petit.
Finally, on the left the 21st Division captured Bazentin le Petit wood and helped clear the village.
The initial attack had captured the German second position along a 6,000 yard front.
To the right of the main attack, the 18th Division spent the morning clearing Trônes wood, to prevent the Germans
using it to fire into the side of the main attack.
By 10:00 hours there was no German resistance around High Wood – several British officers advanced towards the
wood without coming under fire.
Major-General Watts, commander of the 7th Division, wanted to advance into the woods, a move that may well have
broken the Switch line before it was fully formed.
Instead, he was ordered to wait for the cavalry to come forward, as had originally been planned.
The cavalry did not arrive until the evening, and the attack did not begin 19:00 hours.
The cavalry reached the woods, but had trouble advancing through the trees. They were able to capture the southern
part of the woods, but the Germans held on to a line at the northern edge of the wood. That night the German high
command rushed its reserves to the area, and the best chance for a breakthrough was gone.
The relative ease with which the British captured their objectives on 14 July was not reflected in the casualty figures
for the day – 9,194 casualties were suffered on the day. (www.historyofwar.org)

Thomas got a serious gunshot wound to his back, on 14th July, during this action.
After treatment at the local Field Ambulance and the hospital at St. John’s in Etaples he was transferred to England.
He was sent to Wharfcliffe War Hospital in Sheffield and died of his wounds on 29th July at 03:30 hours.
From Thomas’s service record
17th October 1914 he was promoted to Lance Corporal
10th July 1915 Thomas was promote to full Corporal
21st July 1915 he was ‘fined one days pay for being 8½ hours late returning to camp

Thomas is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery where he has a CWGC headstone
Plot 15 grave 602 reads
19561 Corporal
T.H.Pearson
The King’s Liverpool Regt
29th July 1916

Private 10546 John William Platt 9th platoon ‘C’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
John was the oldest son of James (b.1855, Bolton) and Sophia (b.1855, Bolton) Platt.
They had seven other children, all born in Pendleton.
They were Alice (b.1882), Matilda (b.1886), Hannah (b.1889), Ellen (b.1896), Lizzie (b.1898) and Henry (b.1891).
Sadly another child died young.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Norfolk Street, Pendleton.
Father is reported as being a ‘labourer’ in a bleach works and James is a ‘marker up’ in a bleach works
John married Alice A. Farrington on 21st January 1905 at St. George’s Church, Salford
On the 1911 census John and Ann live at Thursfield Street, Pendleton, John still has the same job.
His parents are living at Newhall Street, Pendleton
John enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on 15th
November 1914.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; John was one those killed in action.

John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, Pendleton,
Messrs. J and H. Bleackley and at Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 28 grave 333 reads
John, son of the above
Killed in action in France July 10th 1916
Aged 34 years

Private 2772 Albert V. Sutherland 1st / 8th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Albert (b.1894, Manchester*) was son of William (b. 1856, Radcliffe) and Mary (b. 1858, Manchester) Sutherland.
(*All the censuses and birth registers say he was born in Manchester but his army record say Blackpool)
William married Mary Elinor Walker in the March quarter of 1876 in Manchester
They had ten children in total but very sadly 4 died young.
The other surviving children, all born in Manchester were Clara (b.1877), William (b.1879), John (b.1881) Herbert
(B.1885) and Benjamin (b.1885)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Carruthers Street, Manchester will Williams parents.
William and his wife are both reported as being ‘umbrella makers’
On the 1891 census they are at Garrett Street, Prestwich and William is now a ‘millwright’
By 1901 the family had moved to Bank Place, Salford and William is reported as being a ‘millwright engineer’
On the 1911 census they had moved to Bolton Road, Pendleton and William is now an ‘engineer’ at a dying and
bleach works.
Albert, now 17, is working as a ‘mechanic’ in the textile trade.
Albert enlisted in Blackpool on 28th October 1914 into the 8th battalion King's Liverpool Regiment (1st Irish Pals), was
a unit of the Territorial Force which had its HQ at 75 Shaw Street Liverpool.
In February 1915 the Liverpool Irish transferred to North Lancashire Brigade then on the 18th April they transferred
with the Liverpool Brigade to the Highland Division, with the brigade being renamed the 3rd Highland Brigade, in less
than a month they would be renamed 154th Brigade, 51st (Highland) Division.
They proceeded to France on the 3rd May 1915, landing at Boulogne.
The Division concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecq and were rushed to the defence of Ypres, being
in action until the 19th May when they moved to Estaires on the River Lys.
They were in action in the battle of Festubert and the second action at Givenchy before moving south to the Somme
area taking over the line near Hamel.
On the 17th January 1916 they transferred to the newly reformed 165th Brigade, 55th (West Lancashire) Division in the
Hallencourt area. On the 16th February 1916 the Division relieved the French 88th Division south of Arras.
Albert was wounded in action near Givenchy on 29th June.
He was taken to the 43rd Causality Clearing Station and was treated for gun shoot wounds to the foot and groin. Later
in the day he was moved to 6th Stationary Hospital at Frevent where his leg was amputated.
Sadly he died at 5pm on 4th July.
Letter below was sent to his mother

His mother also received this letter

Albert was buried at St. Hilaire Cemetery, Frevent.
From its position, Frevent was a place of some importance on the lines of communication during the First World War.
The 43rd Casualty Clearing Station was posted there from April to June 1916, part of the Lucknow Casualty Clearing
Station in June, the 6th Stationary Hospital from June 1916 to the end of August 1918, and the 3rd Canadian, 19th and
43rd Casualty Clearing Stations in the summer of 1918.
The great majority of the burials in the cemetery were carried out from these hospitals.

Albert is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at St. Hilaire and Agecroft Cemetery.

Manchester Evening News July 1916
Plot 34 grave 77 reads
Pte. Albert V. Sutherland
8th KL Regt
Their son
Who died of wounds received in France
July 4th 1916, aged 29 years

Private 17883 Harold Smith 8th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
Harold; the only son of Edward (b. 1868, Ragnall in Nottinghamshire) and Amelia (b. 1864,
Tauton) Smith; was born in Manchester in 1893.
Edward married Annie Clement in the March quarter of 1892 in Manchester.
They had two other children, born in Manchester, Elsie (b.1898) and Doris (b.1904)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Howarth Street, Stretford and Edward was reported as
being a ‘van man’
On the 1911 census they can be found at Granby Row, Manchester.
Edward is now a ‘shop man’ in a bakers and Harold is an ‘apprentice cabinet maker’
Edward enlisted into the 8th battalion, King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment was raised at
Lancaster in October 1914 and joined 76th Brigade, 25th Division which assembled in the area around Salisbury.
They proceeded to France on the 27th September 1915 and concentrated in the area of Nieppe.
On the 15th October 1915 the 8th Kings Own, transferred with 76th Brigade to the 3rd Division.
In 1916 they took part in the actions of the Bluff and St Eloi Craters then moved to the Somme for the Battle of Albert,
the Battle of Bazentin helping to capture Longueval, and the Battle of Delville Wood
By 13th July the British advance had taken it to a point where it was now facing the second German defensive
complex. A well planned and novel night attack on 14th July took British troops through that line but they now ran into
stiffening enemy defence at Guillemont, Delville Wood.
It was during these attacks in Delville Wood that Harold was wounded, on 19th July, he was treated at the local
Causality Clearing Station and was soon transferred back to England.
He was sent to Becketts Park Military Hospital in the Headingley district of Leeds.
After receiving the best of treatment and putting up a brave fight, Harold died on 5th August.
Local newspaper
Signaller Harold Smith, King’s Own Royal Lancaster’s, of Top Schwabe Street, Rhodes and formerly employed by
the Cheshire Line Company at Central Station, Manchester was wounded on July 19th and died on August 5th at the
General Northern Hospital, Leeds.
Manchester Evening News 10th August 1916

Harold is remembered at Agecroft Cemetery
Plot 26 grave 684 reads
Signaller Harold Smith KORL
The dearly loved and only son of
Edward and Annie Smith
Died of wounds received at the Somme
August 5th 1916, aged 23 years
He gave his life for his country

Manchester Evening News 16th August 1917

Private 18571 Harry Schofield 18th platoon ‘E’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
Harry (b.1888, Romiley, Cheshire) was a son of Thomas (b.1859, Stockport) and Annie (b.1862,
Compsall, Cheshire) Schofield
Although better known as ‘Anne’ her real name is ‘Annis’.
This is the spelling used for the marriage, on the 1911 census and on the family headstone.
Thomas married Annis Hayfield at St. Pauls’ (Pontwood) Stockport on 25th December 1881
On the 1891 census the family are at Mill Hill, Low Marple in Cheshire.
The head of the house hold is Sarah Ferns who records Thomas as being her ‘nephew’
Thomas is recorded as being a labourer at a ‘print works’
Annie name is wrongly recorded ‘Alice’ on this census.
Harry married Alice Jones at St. George’s Church in Salford, on 26th March 1910.
They had two children, Hilda (b.1911) and Frank (b.1915)
On the 1911 census Thomas and Annie was living at Balfour Street, Pendleton and Thomas is working as an
engineer in a velvet work. Also there are their daughter, Ester, now married to James Cunliffe and their son Harold.
On the 1911 census Harry and Alice are living at Britannia Street, Pendleton (same address used when Hilda was
baptised at St. George’s Church on 27th September 1911)
Harry’s occupation is recorded as ‘colliers labour above ground’ his birth place is given as Wererth, Lancashire but
the actual sheet says Wernert Benfield which is near Compstall in Cheshire.
Harry enlisted with the 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford Pals) which was formed in Salford, during
January 1915. They moved in March 1915 to Conway and on 21st June 1915 to Catterick, using the firing ranges at
Strenshall.
On 21st June 1915 the battalion came under orders of 96th Brigade, 32nd Division.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
After training they were posted to France and landed at Le Havre 22nd November 1915.
On 5th January 1916 the battalion was transferred to 14th Brigade in same Division.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford
Pals being almost wiped out.
After July 1st, the 3rd Salfords were reorganized into only 2 companies.
Harry could have been was next in the line on July 12th at Ovillers area.
Not sure if Harry was wounded during the action of July 1st or the action of July 13th when he died
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Warloy-Baillon and at Agecroft Cemetery.

Plot 25 grave 124 reads
Pte. Harry Schofield LF’s
Son of above
Killed in action in France
July 13th 1916
Aged 29 years

Harry, in white shirt and
Harry, in a pose nearly every
pals, could be at Conway,
family of the time knew
training.
Photos by John Hallwood

Remembered at Swinton Cemetery this quarter

Private 10529 Silas Taylor 9th platoon ‘C’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Silas was born in Swinton during 1894, the youngest son of James and Mary Taylor.
The other five children being, Emily (b.1884), William (b. 1885), Sarah (b. 1888), Ellen (b.1890)
and Ethel (b.1892)
On the 1911 and 1901 censuses the family lived at Ellesmere Street, Swinton.
Dad, James who had been a coal hewer died on 28th January 1905.
On the 1911 census Silas was an assistant yarn dyer in a cotton mill
He had attended Holy Rood Church and lived at Deans Road, with his mother and sisters, when
he enlisted.
Prior to the war Silas worked at Jamieson’s Foundry on Chorley Road.
Silas who was well known in the area enlisted in September 1914 in the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals);
the battalion was raised in Salford.
They began initial training near home (at Heaton Park) and on 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for
training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate training in Shropshire at
Prees Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick, using the firing ranges
at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
At Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford Pals being almost wiped out.
Silas was one of them.

Silas is remembered on CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour St Holy Rood Church, Swinton and Swinton
Cemetery

Plot C grave 421 reads
Silas the beloved son of the above
Killed in action in France July 1st 1916
Aged 22 years

Sergeant 10131 Leonard William Hanlon 3rd platoon ‘A’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Leonard (b. 1892, Swinton) was a son of William J and Rose Hanlon.
The family lived at Wardley Villa Moorside Rd Swinton
The 1911 census shows Leonard living with his parents William and Rose, brothers Albert and Arthur and sisters
Ella, Hilda and Gladys. At this time he was working as a house furnishing salesman.
Some time later Leonard moved to Dartford to be a manager in a furnisher business
Leonard enlisted in1914 in the 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals); the battalion was raised in Salford. They
began initial training near home (at Heaton Park) and on 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate training in Shropshire at
the Prees Heath camp.
The camp was found to be too wet and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick, using the firing ranges
at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After ‘trench’ training they were involved in several actions
At 07:30 hours, zero hour 1st July 1916 near Thiepval Ridge on The Somme, Leonard and ‘A’ company were on the
right side of the attacking line.
Their leader Captain Alfred Lee-Wood was hit almost immediately when a bullet clipped his head.
A little later he was hit again and while trying to ‘get a machine gunner’ he was hit by a piece of shrapnel and while
being bandaged he was hit again in seven places when a shell exploded near by.
He died while being helped back to our trench.
Writing to 2nd Lieutenant Ernest Jackson’s wife; Pte. Samuel Rawlinson said: when 2nd Lt Jackson
‘was about 30 yards from the German front line when he was hit in the leg and crawled into a shell hole.
The wound was bound up by Sgt. Hanlon’
(Mainly from “Gods Own” by Neil Drum & Roger Dowson)

Leonard in remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Rolls of Honour at All Saints, Wardley, St. Peter’s
Church, Swinton; Sacred Trinity Church, Salford and at Swinton Cemetery.

All Saints, Wardley (photo SWARM)
Plot A grave 1273 reads
Sergt. Leonard w. Hanlon
15th Lanc Fusiliers
Who fell at the battle
Of Thiepval 1sy July 1916
Aged 24 years

Sergeant 13326 William Richardson 11th battalion Border Regiment (Lonsdale battalion)
William (b. 1891, Appleby) a son of John (b.1852, Westward, Cumberland) and Ann (b.1854,
Cliburn, Westmoreland) Richardson.
John married Ann Stockdale in 1870 in East Ward in Westmoreland
In total they had ten children, the others being;
Sarah (b. 1876, Cliburn), Henry (b. 1878, Cliburn),
Margaret (b. 1880, Langwathby),
Alice, (b.1882, Appleby), Robert (b.1885, Appleby), Isabella (b.1887, Appleby), Mabel
(b.1887, Appleby),
Lilly (b.1894, Carlisle) and Minnie (b. 1896, Carlisle)
On the 1881 and 1891 censuses the family lived at ‘Belgravia’ a house in Appleby.
John is a railway signal man
On 1901 the family were at Lazonby Terrace in Carlisle and John is still a railway signal man.
In 1911 they had moved to Jackson Street, Carlisle, father is still a railway signal man.
William is recorded as being a ‘paper ruler’ in a printers and stationers, James Beaty & Sons in Lonsdale Street
Carlisle.
Later the family lived at "Hurstdene," on Hazelhurst Rd, Worsley, Manchester, and the late John Richardson.
William enlisted on 28th September 1914 in Appleby.
He joined ‘A’ company 11th Border Regiment, better known as the ‘Lonsdales’
Their initial training was at the local horse racing track.
During May 1915 they moved to the Prees Heath camp and came under orders of 97th Brigade in 32nd Division.
They moved again during June 1915 to a camp in Wensleydale and on to the Fovant camp in August.
The ‘Lonsdale’s’ were adopted by War Office 27th August 1915 and landed at Boulogne 23rd November 1915.
They were involved in several actions prior to the ‘big push’ on July 1st 1916.
William was killed in action during the attack of 1st July when about 500 of his battalion of 800 men were either killed
or wounded.
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Authuille and Swinton Cemetery.

Plot A grave 1922 reads
Sergt. William Richardson
Son of the above, killed in action
July 1st 1916, aged 25 years

The following form the Battalion War Diary Lonsdale battalion (11th Border Regiment)
“Battalion advanced from assembly trenches at 8 a.m. and came under very heavy machine-gun fire, suffering over 500 Casualties”.
It is difficult, where so many officers and men were killed or otherwise put out of action, to make out precisely what occurred. The only
thing that is clear is that the Battalion moved out exactly in accordance with the C.O.'s orders of the day before.
On leaving their trenches in the wood, even before arriving at the front British trench, they came under a terrific fire, mostly, it would
appear, from machine-guns on their right front and flank; one account indeed speaks of a triple tier of machine-guns.
The companies moved out in “worm” or “blob” formation, i.e., on a front of two men, each half-platoon being in a little column of its
own, not immediately following the one in front, but a little to the one side or the other. (This is deemed the best formation under shell
fire form a distance).
Before they had reached the front British trenches, moving over the open and across the various trenches in the way, they had lost
very heavily, mostly from machine-guns.
There appears to have been but little shelling from the enemy, and the rifle-fire directed on them generally went high and only
splintered chips off trees in the wood.
Yet there was no question of flinching.
The companies, men dropping every moment, moved steadily on in their “worm” formation, an on leaving the trench at G pushed on
straight to their front for a little, and then swung round facing eastwards.
The H.L.I. meanwhile were having a hard fight to get into the German trenches A to K, and were pluckily supported by the men of the
Lonsdales who got so far.
But there were not many who reached these trenches.
Coming not only from the front at H to A and H to L, but apparently from the new right front as well, i.e., from L to the south, the
German machine-guns mowed down the men in scores, and caused most terribly heavy losses.
In pursance of his intention expressed on the previous day,”If things go badly, I come up and see it through” .the C.O. pushed on
through the rear companies in order to put himself at the head of his men and lead them on.
He had however hardly left the forward British trench when he was shot through the head and instantaneously killed.
His adjutant was severely wounded immediately afterwards; the Second in Command was already wounded.
Out of 28 officers and 800 men or so who left the wood, 25 officers and about 500 men were out of action, killed or wounded.

Men could do no more’
The words ‘men could do no more’ became a rallying call in the Carlisle area,

First meeting of the Non Commissioned Officers ‘Lonsdale battalion’ at the Carlisle Racecourse in
September 1914

Private 9692 Alfred Barnes 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
James was born in Swinton during 1897, a son of Alfred (b.1873, Blackley) and Sarah (b.1874,
Swinton) Barnes.
Alfred married Sarah Howell at St. Peter’s Church in Swinton on 2nd February 1895.
In total they had eight children, the others being James (b. 1896, Swinton), and children all born
in Manchester, Lily (b.1899), Stanley (b.1902), Fred (b.1904), Albert (b.1906), Edna (b.1908) and
Leonard (b.1908)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Hamilton Street in Manchester and father Alfred as recorded as being an
‘engine tender’
By 1911 they had moved to Chatham Street, Bradford, Manchester and father Alfred is now a ‘boiler foreman’ and
his son Alfred an ‘assistant in a coal yard’
Young Alfred was later employed by Ashbury’s in Bradford
Not sure when Alfred enlisted but his service number may indicate he enlisted in September 1914.
The 11th battalion formed in Codford as part of the third New Army and then moved to Boscombe to join the 74th
Brigade of the 25th Division and then moved to Hursley and then on to Malplaquet Barracks.
On 29th September 1915 the battalion was mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne during November and the
Division was engaged in various actions on the Western Front
The battalion’s was in action in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to The Somme for ‘the big push’ and joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade
(including 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers) making a costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
The 25th Division and the 11th LF’s were in action at the Battle of Bazentin were the Division continued to carry out
operations on a small scale in the Ovillers area.
Casualties were heavy, with no gains of any significance being made.
Alfred was killed in this action on 16th July and being a grenade thrower may have been a prime target.

Alfred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Swinton Cemetery

Plot A grave 1992 reads
Alfred & James
The beloved sons of
Alfred & Sarah Barnes
& grand sons of the above
Who gave their lives for their country
On July 15th 1916 & January 14th 1918
Aged 19 years & 22 years respectively

Private 3647 Harry Hughes 2nd / 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Harry (b.187, Swinton) was a son of William (b.1853, Wem) and Hannah (b.1849, Wem)
William married Hannah Hall in the June quarter of 1817 in Wem.
Other children of the marriage were, John (b.1872, Wem), Edwin (b.1876, Wem) and
Percy (b.1879, Worsley).
The following children were all born in Swinton; Alice (b.1881), Annie (b.1883), Walter (b.1885) and
Fred (b.1889). Another child, William died on 22nd January 1892 aged 7 weeks.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Station Road, Swinton.
Father William is recorded as being a ‘boot & shoe maker’.
On the 1901 census they are living on Chorley Road, Swinton, William is still a ‘boot maker’ and Harry is an ‘errand
boy’. Later Harry began working at the electric power station at Radcliffe.
Harry enlisted in February 1915 into the 2nd / 5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was formed at Bury in
September 1914 On 8th February 1915 they were attached to 197th Brigade, 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division.
Then on 17th April 1915 they were transferred to 3rd Highland Brigade, Highland Division, at Bedford.
After final home training they landed at Boulogne on 4th May 1915.
Another transfer on 12th May 1915 the battalion became part of the 154th Brigade, 51st (Highland) Division.
Final move came on 7th January 1916 when they were transferred to 164th Brigade in same Division.
From the Regimental diary:
‘2/5 LF’s spent an uncomfortable period 31st July to 5th August when they had to endure many heavy shelling outbursts’
The battalion were in trenches at Authuille. This is where Harry was killed while in the trenches on 4th August.
From local newspaper
‘Pte. Harry Hughes son of the late Mr. Wm. Hughes, who formerly lived at Central Buildings, Swinton, is reported to have been killed in
action on 4th August, the second anniversary of the outbreak of war. The news was sent by two sergeants of his company and also by
his platoon officer. Sergt. Dolby wrote as follows: “It is with great sorrow and regret that I inform you that of the death of your son. He
had recently been transferred to my platoon as officer’s servant and lost his life whilst trying to get in touch with his officer. He was
shot through the head by a German sniper and died instantaneously, without suffering any pain. He was always a bright and cheerful
fellow and was well liked respected by all the officers, N.C.O’s and men.
There is not a man in the company who does not regret his loss, for he was a splendid soldier.
He was buried on the field of battle during the night. It may interest you to know that I managed to shoot the sniper through the head a
short time afterwards”
Lieut. Griffiths and Sergt. Garnett also wrote in similar terms of sympathy.
Deceased, who was 28 years old, enlisted in February 1915 in the Lancashire Fusilier and after a few weeks training,
volunteered for the front and was sent to France.
He had been on active service about 15 months when he met his death.
When he enlisted Pte. Hughes was employed at the Electric Power Station, Radcliffe; but was vey well known in
Swinton and was for several years a member of the St. Peter’s Church Lads Brigade.
He was home on furlough in January and a sad feature in connection with his death is the fact he was expecting to
return shortly in order to be married.
Deceased was formerly a prominent member of several local junior association football clubs.
A younger brother, Pte. Fred Hughes, went through the Gallipoli campaign with the Royal Engineer’s and is at
present stationed at Cairo’
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Peter’s Church and at Swinton
Cemetery.
Plot B grave 902 reads
Private Harry Hughes
Son of the above
Killed in France Aug 4th 1916
Aged 28 years

Private 18182 Warwick Lloyd Ashton 7th battalion Royal West Kent Regiment
Warwick, who was born in Broughton during 1892, was the only child of Joseph (b.1863,
Ardwick) and Eleanor (b.1866, Birmingham) Ashton.
Joseph Warwick Ashton married Eleanor Williams at St. Matthew’s Church in Stretford on 1st
August 1888.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Hazlehurst Road, Worsley.
Joseph is recorded as being a ‘clerk in a cotton warehouse’
By 1911 they were living at Moss Lane in Swinton
Joseph is now recorded as being a ‘clerk in a cotton goods merchants’ and Warwick is an
‘assistant buyer in a cotton goods shippers’
He enlisted as Private 10592 Warwick L. Ashton in the 11th battalion Royal Fusiliers on 4th December 1915.
He did all his army training with them.
On 15th May 1916 he was admitted to Edinburgh Castle hospital suffering from German measles and was discharged
9 days later. He was drafted to France during July 1916.
On 10th September he was transferred to the 7th battalion Royal West Kent Regiment (with new service number of
18182)
The 7th battalion Royal West Kent Regiment had an ‘easy time’ since its hard fighting in July.
The trenches it had taken over from the New Zealanders near Bois Grenier were in excellent condition and the
Germans opposite them proved unaggressive.
Casualties, therefore, were few, and thanks to the arrival of some large drafts—one of 138 joined the battalion just as
it left the Somme and another of 102 men from the Suffolk Yeomanry, splendid fighting material, arrived early in
September, Warwick arrived on 10th September along with twenty new subalterns, the battalion was nearly up to
strength again when it returned to the South.
In the actual attack on Thiepval the 55th Brigade was in reserve and the 7th R.W.K. therefore spent the morning of
September 26th in a position of readiness but were not used on the day
The battalion had merely moved up to positions closer to Thiepval, being heavily shelled while doing so and suffering
40 casualties from one single shell.
Then on the 28th September the indefatigable 18th Division proceeded to attack the extremely strong Schwaben
Redoubt some 1,000 yards to the North of Thiepval.
In this attack the 54th Brigade was on the left with the 53rd on its right.
Here again a stubborn resistance was encountered, and about 11:00 hours ‘D’ Company had to be put in, partly to in
consolidating and partly to act as carriers.
A little later Battalion Headquarters with ‘C’ and three platoons of ‘B’, all that remained in hand, as several parties
had been detached on various errands, moved up to Thiepval Chateau under heavy shellfire.
This party remained in Thiepval all night and moved forward at 03:30 hours next morning to relieve the troops who
had captured the Southern and South western portions of the Schwaben Redoubt.
The relief was a most difficult matter; the situation in the Redoubt was obscure, it was uncertain how much had
already been taken, the trenches had been badly damaged, the Germans still held a considerable portion of the
Redoubt and several blocks and strong points had to be mastered before any advance could be made.
Captain Waddington, going on ahead of his company, ‘C’, to reconnoitre the position it was to take over, came upon
Germans in possession of a point believed to be in our hands, and was wounded by a bomb, being, indeed, fortunate
in escaping capture.
In moving up, the company was heavily shelled, which added greatly to the difficulty of the relief, and only number 9
platoon was even getting into position when the Germans suddenly delivered an attack in force against its right.
Number 9, however, though without any knowledge of the ground or of the enemy’s dispositions, and for the moment
quite “in the air,” put up a stubborn fight and managed to beat the enemy off, inflicting heavy losses upon them. By
this time the remaining platoons were reaching the front, and the three available platoons of ‘B’, under Captain
Holland, were coming up on the left.
But the 7th RWK were given little time in which to settle down to their arduous task.
The Germans, undeterred by their first repulse, promptly returned to the attack and a savage and determined
struggle followed. The Lewis guns did good service, but early in the fight they were all put out of action by German
bombs, and the fight resolved itself into a regular “soldier’s battle,” in which all depended on the courage and tenacity
of individual N.C.O.’s and men. Most of the officers were hit and the survivors could only exercise control over their

immediate neighbourhood. But the men of the 7th RWK were not found wanting. Indeed, when ‘C’ finally beat the
Germans back not a bomb was left nor a round of ammunition, though luckily a little later carrying parties made their
way up to the front with fresh supplies.
All through that day extremely hard fighting continued; the German bombing attacks pressed especially heavily
against the right, where ‘C’ Company, after repulsing one attack, was driven back but quickly recovered the ground
by a vigorous counter-attack.
In the evening an effort was made to master two strong points known respectively as Points 19 and 39; but though
the attack was at first successful bombs and grenades ran short and the Germans, who were in great force, at length
forced the assailants back.
In the intervals between the attacks the position was steadily shelled by the Germans and this and the activity of their
snipers made consolidation extremely difficult.
(From www. janetandrichardsgenealogy.co.uk)
Warwick was wounded in this action, receiving gun shots to his thigh.
He died in the 49th Causality Clearing Station on 29th September

Local newspaper
‘Pte. Warwick L. Ashton, Moss Lane, Swinton is reported to have died on September 29th in hospital in France, from wounds received
the previous day. After hearing that he was wounded his parents received no further information for several weeks and were naturally
very anxious.
They communicated with the Headquarters of the British Red Cross Society, who ascertained that he had died as stated and a
telegram to the Headquarters of his regiment brought a confirmation.
Pte. Ashton, who was well known in Swinton, enlisted in the Royal Fusiliers on February 10th and went to France on August 28th. On
arrival he was transferred to the Royal West Kents and was serving with this regiment when he met his death.
Before joined the Colours he was a member of the Broomhall Tennis Club and a former member of the Swinton Park Hockey Club and
Wardley Cricket Club.
He was 25 years of age and formerly a buyer in the employ of Cowen shippers of Manchester.
There was a lot of confusion about Warwick after he was wounded.
The family were told he was wounded but not until 4th November were they told he had died.
From Warwick’s service records:

From Warwick’s service record

Warwick is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Contay, The Roll of Honour at St. Peter’s Church, Swinton, and at
Swinton Cemetery.
Plot B grave xx reads
Warwick Lloyd Ashton
Who died of wounds in France
Sep. 29th 1916, aged 25 years
He died that others may live.

Lance Corporal 18525 John James Berry 1st platoon ‘A’ company 21st battalion Manchester Regiment
John was born in 1891, the eldest child of James (b.1867, Swinton) and Mary Ann (b.1870,
Ashbury) Berry.
John James was better known as ‘Jack’
James Berry married Mary Ann Booth in 1890.
They had three other children, Ruth (b.1894), William (b.1899 and Frank (b.1904)
All four children were born in Worsley.
On the 1891 census the family were at Haylehurst Street, Worsley and John was a ‘drawer’ in a
cotton mill
On the 1901 census they lived at Partington Street, Worsley.
James was reported as being a ‘cotton beamer’
By 1911 the family had moved to Backley Terrace, Swinton and James is still a ‘cotton beamer’
Jack is a warehouse man in a cotton spinning mill, and he worked on the office staff at the Ocean Iron Works in
Salford.
Jack enlisted just after the outbreak of the war and he joined the 21st (6th City Pals) Battalion, Manchester Regiment
which was raised in Manchester on the 13th November 1914 by the Lord Mayor and City.
They moved to Morecambe for training in January 1915 and in April moved to Grantham to join 91st Brigade, 30th
Division. In September they moved to Larkhill, Salisbury Plain for final training and proceeded to France in early
November, landing at Boulogne.
On the 20th December 1915 the 91st Brigade transferred to 7th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including the capture Mametz, the Battle of Bazentin,
the attacks on High Wood.
Jack’s last action was on September 1st at the south edge of Delville Wood / Brewery trenches which had been the
scene of extremely heavy fighting and had been reduced to what was described as a wasteland of shattered trees,
mud and shell craters. He was injured badly in the spine and died the following day
Local newspaper:
‘Much regret has been expresses in Moorside and Worsley district at the news that Lance Corporal Jack Berry has died at the front of
wounds. Official information of the sad event had been received by his parents, a message that he had been wounded on September 1st
having previously been sent by one of his comrades.
From the official notice it would appear that he died the following day.
He was severely wounded in the spine and was unable to be removed, although first aid had been rendered, for many hours afterwards
owing to the enemy fire.
Lance Corporal John James Berry, familiarly known as “Jack” to all his friends, was 25 years of age and the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jas. Berry of Brackley Terrace, Worsley.
He joined the Manchester Regiment shortly after the war broke out and had been in France, with the exception of a short furlough
about three months ago, since November 1915.
He was previously on the office staff at the Ocean Iron Works, Salford.
Ever since childhood he had been connected with the Worsley Road congregational Sunday school and Church, and when he joined the
forces was assistant secretary to the school and a member of the Church choir.
His length of service in the choir dated indeed from early boyhood.
He was a popular figure in the local cricket and football circles and a playing member of Holy Rood Cricket Club’
Jack is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Heilly Station, the Roll of Honour at Worsley Road URC and Swinton
Cemetery.
Plot B grave 986 reads
Jack, the beloved son of the above
Died in France Sept. 2nd 1916, aged 25 years
A noble sacrifice

Corporal 250526 Ernest Revel Gould 2nd/ 6th Battalion Manchester Regiment
Ernest (b.1897) a son of Henry (b.1869, Downside in Somerset) and Alice (b.1869, Chilcompton,
Somerset)
Henry William Gould married Alice Emma Padfield in the December quarter of 1893 in Clutton
(Somerset)
They had four children, all born in Chorlton on Hardy in total, Stanley (b.1895), Gerald (b. 1898)
and Edith (b. 1901)
Sadly Stanley died on 2nd March 1911 in his 17th year and just over two years later, Alice their
mother died on 31st March 1913 aged 44 years
On the 1901 census the family were living at Princess Road, Chorlton and Henry is recorded as being a ‘police
constable’
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Cheetham Road, Swinton and Henry is now a Police sergeant in the
Swinton force and Ernest is working in as a ‘coal office clerk’ for Andrew Knowles of Pendlebury.
Ernest enlisted into the Manchester Regiment shortly after the outbreak of war in August 1914.
The battalion was formed at Manchester in August 1914 as a second line unit.
In November 1914 was placed under command of 199th Brigade in 66th (2nnd East Lancashire) Division. Moved to
Crowborough in May 1915, went on to Colchester in March 1916.
Ernest must have volunteered fro active service and was posted to France on 23rd July 1915, attached to the 21st
battalion Manchester Regiment
In 1916 they were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including the capture Mametz, the Battle of Bazentin,
the attacks on High Wood.
Ernest’s last action was on August 28th at the south edge of Delville Wood / Brewery trenches which had been the
scene of extremely heavy fighting and had been reduced to what was described as a wasteland of shattered trees,
mud and shell craters.
Ernest was killed in action during a heavy bombardment
Local newspaper
‘Police Sergeant Gould of Swinton is suffering great anxiety owing to the continued absence of news of his son, Lance Corporal Ernest
Gould of the Manchester Regiment.
Nothing has been heard from him since the receipt of a field card on August 29th, but a report from the Record Office states that he is
“ill at place not stated wounds”.
The nearest approach to news of him is a letter from a friend who tells of Gould being one of a party who came under shell fire
immediately on entering the reserve trenches.
One was killed, another wounded and although Gould escaped that particular shell his friend thinks he must have been hit the same day
when there was a heavy bombardment.
Serg. Gould who lives at Swinton Hall Road, Swinton would be glad to hear from any comrades who know anything about his son.
Lance Corporal Gould is only 20 years of age and before enlistment was employed at the office of Andrew Knowles & Sons Ltd,
Pendlebury.
He joined the Colours immediately on the outbreak of war in August 1914 and went to France on 23rd July last year.
He was connected with St. Stephens’s Sunday School.
Sergt. Gould’s younger son is also in the Manchester Regiment but still in training’
Ernest is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Peter’s Church, the Agecroft miners
Memorial and at Swinton Cemetery.
Plot C grave 1537 reads
Corp. Ernest Revel Gould
1/8th Brigade Manchester Regt.
Killed in France Aug. 28th 1916
Aged 21 years

Remembered at Peel Green Cemetery this month

Private 1537 George Arthur Alflatt, 8th battalion King’s Own Lancaster Regiment
George (b. 1895, Patricroft) was the only son of Arthur (b. 863, Cumplesham, Norfoflk) and Mary
Alflatt (b.1867, Weaste)
They also had three daughters, Minnie (b .1893,) Mary (b.1896,) and Edith (b.1903)
All the girls were born in Patricroft.
Arthur married Mary Elizabeth Jackson, at Eccles Parish Church on 16th May 1890.
In 1901 the family are living at New Lane, Eccles and Arthur is reported as being a bricklayer.
By 1911 they have moved to Liverpool Road, Eccles, Arthur is a bricklayer for a building merchant
and his son George is an assistant bricklayer.
He enlisted into King’s Own Lancaster in Manchester and had been fighting at the front for over twelve months, after
landing in France during July 1915.
He had been home on leave once, about three months ago.
Being an excellent shot, George was used a ‘sniper’
After the Battle of Bazentin Ridge, the British (including George’ battalion) tried to advance on both flanks to
straighten the salient at Delville Wood, to reach good jumping off positions for a general attack.
The Germans tried to eliminate the salient and to retain the ground, which shielded German positions from view and
overlooked British positions.
For the rest of July and August, both sides fought for control of the wood and village but struggled to maintain the
tempo of operations. George was killed in action on 16th August
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, and at Peel Green Cemetery
Plot M grave 18835 reads
George A. Alflatt
Killed in action 16th August 1916
Aged 21 years
The Moffatt brothers of Sandwich Road Ellesmere Park Eccles
Cecil Henry Moffatt 2nd Lieutenant 2nd /5th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Probate: Cecil H Moffatt 2nd Lieutenant Lancashire Fusiliers died 1st August 1916 in France while on military service.
Probate: Manchester 28th September to Georgina Ellen Moffatt wife of George Moffatt effects £108 14s 5d
Henry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at La Neuvillle,
Stanley Leslie Moffatt Temporary 2nd Lieutenant 2nd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Probate: Stanley Leslie Moffatt 2nd Lieutenant of Lancashire Fusiliers died on 8th August 1916 in France while on
military service
Administration (with will) 28th September Manchester to Georgina Ellen Moffatt wife of George
Leslie first served at Private 6532 Stanley Leslie Moffatt in the Manchester Regiment
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Peronne
Both brothers are also remembered on the Roll of Honour Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery

Private 16042 William Peter Allen, 10th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment
William, (b.1882, Chelford, Cheshire) was a son of John and Emma Allen
John and Emma had eleven children, sadly five died.
Besides William the others sons were, Joseph (b.1879) and Alfred (b.1892).
The daughters were Annie (b.1884, Snelton), Martha (b. 1898, Patricroft) and Emma (b. 1888,
Miles Platting)
In 1901 they lived at Clifford Street, Eccles and John worked for Eccles Corporation.
William was a ‘slater’ working for ‘Toft’s in the building trade.
He had lived in Eccles area for over twenty years but be preferred Yorkshire and
He enlisted on 5th May 1915 in Keighley into the 10th battalion West Yorkshire Regiment
After training he was in France from 29th August 1915.
On the 26th June 1916 William was given 14 days Field Punishment Number 2, the record does not say why he got
his punishment
Field Punishment Number 2
The man was shackled but not fixed to anything and was still able to march with his unit.
This was seen as a relatively tolerable punishment.
Field Punishment Number 1
Consisted of the convicted man being shackled in irons and secured to a fixed object, often a gun wheel or similar.
He could only be thus fixed for up to 2 hours in 24, and not for more than 3 days in 4, or for more than 21 days in his
sentence.
This punishment was often known as 'crucifixion' and due to its humiliating nature was viewed by many soldiers as
unfair.
William’s battalion saw action in and around the Hooge and Bluff sectors and at Fricourt on 1st July, suffering
enormous casualties on the opening day of the Somme offensive in 1916.
Eleven officers and 299 other ranks were killed in total.
This was among the highest loss suffered by any British Regiment
After the Battle of Bazentin Ridge, the British, including the 10th West Yorks, tried to advance on both flanks to
straighten the salient at Delville Wood, to reach good jumping off positions for a general attack.
The Germans tried to eliminate the salient and to retain the ground, which shielded German positions from view and
overlooked British positions.
For the rest of July and August, both sides fought for control of the wood and village but struggled to maintain the
tempo of operations.
It was during the later stages of this battle that William was killed in action on 29th July

William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval; St. Catherine’s Church Roll of Honour and at Peel Green
Cemetery
Plot C2 grave 6523 reads
William Peter, their son
Killed in France July 29th 1916
Aged 34 years
He gave his life for his country

Sergeant 8398 Gerald Bamford 8th platoon ‘D’ company 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Gerald (b.1888, Meltham) was the second son of Henry (b. 1856, Meltham, Huddersfield) and Mary (b. 1862)
Bamford.
They had three other sons, all born in Meltham, Norman (b.1887), William (b.1890) and Sidney (b.1892)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Cleveland House, Huddersfield and Henry was a ‘silk thrower’
On the 1901 census they were at Seedley Park Road, Pendleton and Henry was now a ‘cashier’ atb a raw cotton
merchants.
On the 1911 census they were at Eccles New Road, Pendleton, Henry had the same job and Gerald was a ‘shipping
clerk’ at a shipper of cotton goods
At the outbreak of war Gerald enlisted in the 2nd City Pals (17th battalion Manchester Regiment)
After local training at Heaton Park, the battalion moved to Morecambe in April 1915 and then on to Grantham as part
of the 91st Brigade, 30th Division on the 10th August 1915.
The battalion was taken over by the War Office in September 1915 to they moved to Larkhill training camp on
Salisbury Plain early in November 1915.
They landed at France on 10th November 1915 and then began training at Mouflers
At the end of November they went to Coigneux, Sailly and Hebuterne for trench training.
Gerald survived the first day of the Somme
The assault and capture of the village of Montauban had been one of the few successes of an otherwise disastrous
1st July. The 17th battalion had done all that was asked of it and as the men rested in the bivouac camp at Happy
Valley they assumed a move to the rear to reorganise and re-equip themselves would be the next move.
The battalion had dwindled to just less than 450 all ranks.
The weather had taken a change for the worst and heavy rain washed the Men out of their bivouacs.
Contrary to expectations, orders were received on the 7th July to “bomb up” and be ready to move at a moments
notice. At 12:00hours on 8th July the battalion were ordered into the assembly trenches at Oxford copse near the
village of Maricourt, arriving at 16:00hours.
The acting Commanding Officer, Major Whitehead was still unsure of the battalions ultimate destination, but the
general opinion was that they were heading for Trones Wood.
Tactically, Trones Wood was of great importance.
Until the wood was taken, no attack could be made against the village of Guillemont, 800 yards to the east. The
village was a stronghold of the German second line defences and the whole Somme offensive would be held up until
it was captured.
The 17th battalion remained at Oxford copse until 01:00 hours on 9th July when it moved across the old “No mans
land” it had crossed on the 1st July to Glatz redoubt.
The battalion was then ordered to proceed “At all speed” to the Briqueterie which it reached as daylight broke. An
attack was ordered on the northern half of Trones Wood within the hour and a conference of officers and N.C.O’s
was hastily convened where plans and arrangements were settled.
Unobserved by the enemy, the 17th battalion got into position south of Bernafay Wood and moved off towards Trones
Wood some 600 yards distant.
The first 200 yards were crossed without incident.
Then the battalion came under heavy shell fire from the front of the wood.
The men covered the distance with renewed vigour and entered the wood at a rush, chasing the enemy out of a
shallow trench, killing and capturing the majority. Few escaped.
The battalion now tried to consolidate their position on the north and eastern sides of the wood, but the enemy put
down a terrific bombardment and the place became an absolute inferno.
One officer wrote: “It seemed as if every gun in the sector had been switched on to this one small area”.
Owing to the great number of casualties sustained in the bombardment it was found impossible to hold the entire
length of the wood and it was decided the north east and north west ends-where there were already some trenches

dug-should be consolidated. A party of 3 Officers and 50 men fought their way to the north western end and
consolidated and reversed the German trenches.
Lieutenant McCardle and 6 men attempted to link up with a South African company who were supposed to be
holding a trench that linked Trones Wood with Bernafay Wood, but instead they encountered a small party of the
enemy, killing 3 and dispersing the rest.
Lieutenant McCardle and the 6 men returned safely.
The only survivor from the northern part of the wood was Sergeant Bingham, and he was wounded.
The denseness of the wood made it awkward to reorganise the various companies as they were scattered over a
distance of about half a mile, making communication and movement in the fallen timber and thick undergrowth
almost impossible.
At about 14:00 hours, the Germans launched a counter attack from the south east of the wood, which was repulsed
and the position was established.
The bombardment intensified and losses continued to be heavy, so much so that orders were issued for the entire
evacuation of the wood.
As the evacuation was carried out, the Germans attacked in force at 16:15 hours and quickly occupied the entire
wood cutting of the detachments of ‘A’ and ‘B’ companies in the north west of the wood. The order to withdraw had
not reached them and although the men held out for as long as was possible they were eventually bombed out. A
few men tried to escape across the open but were cut down by the enemy.
None returned. All were either killed or captured.
The 17th battalions casualties in the action amounted to 10 Officers and 196 Men Killed, Wounded or Missing.
(From www.themanchesters.org )
Gerald was first reported ‘missing’ in the action in Trones Wood on 10th July
Manchester Evening News 2nd September 1916

Gerald is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Peel Green Cemetery

Plot G grave 17534 reads
Gerald
Killed in France July 6th 1916
Aged 28 years

Older brother Private 2283 Norman Bamford 1st / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment was killed in Gallipoli on 5th June
1915, aged 28 years and is buried at Helles.

Lance Corporal 12515 Edwin Bateman 8th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Edwin was born in 1891 in Eccles a son of James and Emily Bateman
His parents had a total of twelve children, four of whom died.
Edwin’s brothers were Albert (b.1884), Ernest (b.1893), Andrew (b.1899) and Herbert
(b.1901)
His sisters were Alice (b.1882), Emily (B.1886) and Lillie (b.1889)
The Census of 1891 shows the family at Buxton Street, Eccles
On the 1911 Census the family were still living at Alma Street, Eccles.
(Same as on 1901 Census)
James is listed at being a blacksmith at the Eccles Bleach Works.
Edwin is listed as being a Tailors shop assistant at Hirst & Co.
He later became manager at Littlewoods’s branch in High Street, Manchester.
Edwin enlisted in Salford into Captain Tweed’s 16th battalion Lancashire, ‘The Eccles Pals’.
16th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers, the battalion was raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being
almost wiped out
Edwin was reported wounded and missing but a comrade writing stated ‘He saw Bateman wounded being placed on a
stretcher and it is feared he shared the fate of some others of the company and was deliberately shot down with the stretcher
bearers by the concealed machine gunners of the Germans’.
In the local paper, Edwin is recalled as ‘a smart intelligent young man of business and also made a smart soldier’
A later edition stated "It was also reported that the bodies of some of the July casualties had been found and recovered from land
‘now in British possession’, all, with the exception of Private Wakefield who was killed on 1st July, were killed on the 2nd July. They were
Lance Corporal Bateman, Privates Routledge, Potts, Wakefield, Murden and Brooksbank.
None of these men have a known grave and it is therefore presumed their graves were lost in later fighting"
Edwin is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Eccles Parish Church Roll of Honour and at Peel Green
Cemetery.
The family headstone states his name as ‘Edward’
Plot A grave 2968 reads
Lance Corporal Edward Bateman
Son of the above, of the
16th Lancashire Fusiliers
Killed in action at France July 1st 1916 aged 25 years
Sadly missed by mother, family and friends

Sergeant 18278 William Beesley 5th platoon ‘B’ company 20th battalion Manchester Regiment (5th Pals)
William was born in Gaten, a small village in Northampton, in 1886.
He married Bertha Elizabeth Jones at St. Catherine’s Church (Barton) on 12th September 1908.
They had three children, Annie (b. 1909), Olive (b. 1911) and William (b.1912).
In 1911 they were living at Pleasant Road, Eccles and William is reported as a labour at the water
works.
He later worked for Nuttall’s Contractors of Manchester.
He enlisted in the Manchester Regiment, in November 1914.
The battalion moved to Morecambe in April 1915 and then on to Grantham as part of the 91st Brigade, 30th Division
on the 10th August 1915.
The battalion was taken over by the War Office in September 1915 to they moved to Larkhill training camp on
Salisbury Plain early in November 1915.
They landed at France on 10th November 1915 and then began training at Mouflers
At the end of November they went to Coigneux, Sailly and Hebuterne for trench training.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including the capture Mametz, The Battle of Bazentin,
the attacks on High Wood, the Battle of Delville Wood.
William was wound in action, either on the last day of this action or the first day of the action at Guillemont.
He died on 3rd September.
He is remembered at the CWGC at Thiepval, St. Catherine’s Church Roll of Honour and at Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot G grave 17502 reads
Segt. William Beesley, Manchester Regt.
Killed in action & interred in France
Sept. 3rd 1916
Aged 39 years
‘Duty Nobly Done’
Private 11761 Edward Twigg 21st battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Edward (b.1895, Winton) was a son of Ralph (b.1839, Winton) and Jane (b.1855, Great Malvern)
Ralph Daniels Twigg, a widower, married Jane Middleton at St. Bartholomew’s Church Salford on 10th March 1877.
They had four other sons, all born in Winton, Ralph (b.1879), Frank (b.1880), Josiah (b.1884) and William (b.1890).
Daughter Lily (b.1887) was also born in Winton. Another son, Harry died on 3rd December 1882 aged 6 weeks. On
the 1891 census the family lived at Ellesmere Street and father was a ‘furnace man’ at an iron works. Sadly, Jane
died on 27th July 1895
By 1901 they had moved to Langholme Place, Winton and father was now a house painter.
On the 1911 census they are living at Bridgewater Street, father is now an ‘old age pensioner’
Edward is an ‘iron turner’ at an iron foundry.
He enlisted on 15th November into 8th platoon, ‘D’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
He was later transferred tit h 21st battalion. He was discharge from active service on 29th June 1916 suffering from
‘profound anaemia’ His discharge papers stated his military character was ‘very good’
Edward died shortly afterwards on 22nd September 1916. He is remembered at Peel Green Cemetery
Plot A grave 2667 reads
Edward Twigg
who died Sept. 22nd 1916
Aged 22 years
He gave his life for his Country

Private 9389 Harry Brierley, 17th battalion Manchester Regiment
Harry was born in 1890 (Blackley); the eldest son of Joseph and Martha Brierley.
In total they had nine children, one who died young.
The others sons are, Richard (b.1893,), John (b. 1896) and Robert (b.1905)
The daughters being, Edith (b.1886), Ethel (b. 1887), Alice (b. 1900) and Kate (b.1907)
In 1901 the family lived at Crab Lane, Prestwich and Joseph was a coal carter.
In 1911 the family were at Little Lane, Blackley.
Harry married Emma George at Barton Register Office on 10th December 1910.
They had a child, Ethel who was born on 2nd June 1911
Harry worked for a time at Cardwell’s rope works on New Lane; he had lived in Patricroft for quite awhile and was
well liked in the district.
He enlisted in Manchester on 17th February 1915 when he was reported as being an ‘electrical engineer’
Living at Worsley Road, Winton
After training Harry was drafted to France on 8th November 1915.
On 24th March Harry caught influenza and was sent to Corps rest station on 1st April and sent to hospital next day.
He was discharge to duty on the 15th April.
He was involved in the actions leading up to the big ‘Somme’ push.
July 1st 1916. Harry was in ‘B’ company which along with ‘A’; company were the first ‘over the top’.
He was a ‘bomb thrower’ so he would have been carrying extra ‘Mills’ bombs’
The assembly trenches for the 17th Battalion had been dug in two lines on the reverse slope of a slight rise and were,
therefore in dead ground.
As the men awaited their allotted zero hour of 08.30 a rolling barrage of artillery fire crept forward towards the village
of Montauban as the 19th Manchester’s and the 17th Kings Liverpool Regiment prepared the way.
At 08.30 the 17th battalion left the assembly trenches and proceeded up the slight rise.
As the men reached the top of the slope some 100 yards in front of them, shrapnel and machine gun fire started to
take its toll.
The assault had, by necessity been carried out at slow walk as the amount of extra kit carried by the men made
anything else impossible.
3rd July of about 900 fficers and men who went over the top 48 Hours previously, only eight Officers and 350 other
ranks had been left behind on the shattered battlefield.
Harry was at first reported ‘missing’ after this action

News has reached Mrs Emma Brierley at 90 Worsley St, Patricroft that:
‘Her husband Pte 9389 Harry Brierley has been reported missing at Montauban on 1st July.
Major Macdonald wrote to her, to say that she should not hold out any hope, he saw Pte Brierley hit by a HE shell, death being
instantaneous.’

He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 18965 reads (George family grave)
Harry Brierley M/c Regt.
Killed in action July 1st 1916 aged 26 years

Corporal 11621 John Chapman 6th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
John was born in Barton in 1887, the second son of John and Mary Jane Chapman.
His elder brother James was born in 1881 and his sisters Ester (b. 1882), Sarah 9b. 1886), Alice
(b. 1889) and Mary Jane (b.1890)
In the early 1890’s the family lived at Cross Street in Barton.
They later moved to Ellesmere Street in Patricroft.
John must have known Samuel Burgess and may have enlisted together because they served in
the same platoon.
John, Samuel and Edwin trained together firstly near home and in March 1915 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32ndDivision
On 1st June 1915 the 16th LF’s moved to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
On 5th January 1916 they transferred to 14th Brigade still with 32nd Division.
James, John’s elder brother received information ‘that his brother John of the 1st Eccles Pals Company had died from his
wounds in Prince Albert Base Hospital Boulogne. Corporal Chapman was reported wounded in the great advance on 1st July but did not
die until eight days later’
A nurse at the hospital wrote to the family saying ‘he was buried in a cemetery where there were laid many splendid men’
Capt. Tweed also wrote a letter of deep sympathy and explains ‘that Chapman was struck through both legs while bravely
leading his section, who at that time among the most advanced men. He fell in the open and was continually fired upon by the enemy’.
Capt. Tweed continued ‘that he and Private Ismay managed to drag John back to the shelter of a bank.
When the company retired it was impossible for the survivors to bring in the wounded and an attempt made after dark by men of
another regiment lost several gallant men’s lives without a single man being brought in.’
Capt Tweed adds ‘he always held Chapman in the highest respect. He always proved himself to be one of the most gallant and
courageous of men during difficult times, and his knowledge of his work and the confidence the men had in him made him popular with
both officers and comrades.
He would have gone far in the Army had he survived and it was a great shock and grief to me personally when I learned that after
being got in, he had died in hospital. Both myself and men mourn the loss of an excellent comrade and a true soldier.’
Prior to the war John worked in the Eccles Co-operative grocery warehouse and was a member of the Patricroft
Congregational Brotherhood.
John is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Boulogne, Patricroft Congregational Church Roll of Honour, Eccles
Co-operative Roll of Honour and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot C2 grave 5819 reads
Cpl. John Chapman, Lancs. Fusiliers
Their beloved son
Who made the supreme sacrifice in France,
July 9th 1916, aged 29 years
Greater love hath no man than this

Sergeant 15210 Edwin Croft 6th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Edwin was born in Eccles in 1880, a son to John and Francis (Fanny) Croft.
Edwin had three older brothers John (b.1872), Thomas (b.1878) and William (b.1876)
His sister Sarah was born in 1873.
John and Fanny were married at Eccles Parish Church on 9th June 1870.
In the 1880’s the family lived at King Street.
Sadly Fanny died 1887.
John married Hannah Elizabeth Smith in 1888 at St. Simon’s Church in Salford

Edwin married Catherine McKinnon in 1907 and they had a daughter, Euphemia born in 1909.
Edwin was an iron moulder who made stoves and grates at Hodgkinson’s of Pendleton
His family lived at Garden Street, Eccles
Prior to the Edwin was with the Manchester Regiment Territorial’s with the service number 3186
He enlisted with Manchester Regiment but transferred to the Eccles Pals Lancashire Fusiliers at this own request, to
be with his mates.
Edwin was in the same platoon and battalion as many of the Eccles lad who he knew well
Like them he went ‘over the top’ on 1st July at the Somme.
He was killed in action leading his men forward and his body was recovered from ground held by the Germans.
He was buried behind the lines.
Edwin was reported as ‘a most capable and experienced non-commissioned officer.’
Edwin is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of honour at St. Andrew’s Church and at Peel
Green Cemetery.

Plot K grave 12481 reads
My dear husband
Sergt Edwin Croft
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Aged 35 years

Roll of Honour St. Andrew’s Church (Photo:SWARM)

Rifleman 21219 Harold Davenport 10th battalion Rifle Brigade
Harold (b.1896, Eccles) was the eldest of three sons of Thomas and Mary Davenport.
The others being Frederick (b.1898, Eccles) and Thomas (b.1900, Eccles)
Thomas married Mary Catterall at Eccles Parish Church on 25th May 1895
On the 1911 census the family were living at Evenlyn Street, Eccles and he was a ‘rag gatherer’
and Harold worked as a ‘tenter for a weaver’ at a quilt manufactures.
He later worked at the mill of the Eccles Cooperative manufacturing company.
Harold enlisted, in Salford, on 4th September 1914. He joined the 10th battalion Rifle Brigade,
which was raised at Winchester in September 1914 and joined 59th Brigade, 20th (Light) Division. After initial training
in the Winchester area they moved to Blackdown, then in February 1915 to Witley and to Hamilton Camp near
Stonehenge in April for final training.
They moved to France on the 21st July 1915, landing at Boulogne, the division concentrating in the Saint-Omer area.
They moved to the Fleurbaix area for trench familiarisation and further training.
On 26th February 1916 Harold was admitted to Number 60 Field Ambulance (the medical support for the 20th
Division) suffering from ‘Pediculosis’ better known as ‘Trench Fever’.
Body lice were the carriers of trench fever after being infected by feeding on an infected soldier.
Spread of lice was from man to man as the lice migrated to nearby hosts.
These lice then infected their hosts by feeding on them, or by a lousy soldier scratching dirty skin that had been
contaminated by infected louse excreta; the insect's excreta could remain infective for weeks or months.
While Trench Fever was rarely, if ever fatal, it was, nonetheless, a severe logistic problem for all of the armies that
fought on the Western Front.
Infected soldiers were too sick to fight and, because the disease was apt to remiss and recurs over a period of
weeks, three months away from the front was the average for a sufferer.
Harold was discharged from the 60 FA and returned to the battalion on 11th March
A Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit (not motorised), manned by troops of the Royal Army Medical
Corps. When it was at full strength a Field Ambulance was composed of 10 officers and 224 men.
It was divided into three Sections, each having stretcher bearers and tented subsections.
RAMC officers and men did not carry weapons or ammunition.
In 1916 the 10th Rifles were in action at the Battle of Mount Sorrel, in which the Division, along with the Canadians,
recaptured the heights. They were also in action on the Somme in the Battle of Delville Wood, where Harold was
killed in action during this battle, on 5th August, just 10 days short of his 21st birthday.
An Army Chaplin, who laid Harold to rest, writing to the family said, ‘Harold’s at rest, among other heroes who have nobly
laid down their lives for their King and country’
The family received from his comrades and Pte. Dennery wrote, ‘Harold and himself had been good friends since they were
school boys together. He was a good soldier, and always in a happy and jolly mood. No matter where he was or what his duty was, he
was always cheerful’
Major Cotton wrote, ‘Your son was always well spoken of by his platoon commander and I lose in him a brave and hard
working member of my company’
Harold is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Hebuterne, Eccles Parish Church’s Roll of Honour and at Peel
Green Cemetery.
Plot C2 grave 6575 reads (Catterall family grave)
Harold Davenport
Grand son of above
Who was killed in action in France
On August 5th 1916, aged 20 years.

Harold’s’ brothers allso joined the forces.
Thomas served as air mechanic 141175 in the RAF
Fred, was wounded and in hospital in London during August
1916 was in the Eccles ‘bantams’

Private 21219 Bernard Firth 1st battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
Bernard was born in Cleckheaton, Yorkshire in 1882, a son of George and Mary Firth.
He married Hilda Law Owen at the Ebenezer Church on the 10th May 1902.
On the 1911 census they are living at Tindall Street, Patricroft and have four children, all born in
Patricroft.
They were Leslie (b. 1903) the only boy and the girls were Marion (b.1906), Nora (b.1909) and
Edith (b. 1910)
Bernard is reported as being a ‘salesman’ at builders merchants. (Dean Brothers,)
A second son, John was born in 1912.
His father George, a baker and mother Mary, lived at Worsley Road.
Bernard enlisted, in Bolton, in February 1915 with the 1st battalion Northumberland Fusiliers.
They were in Portsmouth at the outbreak of war in August 1914.
They proceeded to France landing at Le Havre on the 14th of August 1914.
The 1st were in with the 9th Brigade, 3rd Division.
George was sent to join then in June 1915.
In 1916 the 1st Northumberland’s took part in the Actions of the Bluff and St Eloi Craters then moved to the Somme
for the Battle of Albert, the Battle of Bazentin helping to capture Longueval, the Battle of Delville Wood. The fight
continued early in the morning of the 20th July, the 3rd Division including the 1st Northumberland’s made another
attack on Delville Wood and the village.
On 23rd July 1916 at 3:40 am the 1st Northumberland Fusiliers advanced followed by the 13thKings and 12th
West Yorks.
They made good progress advancing through the northern part of Longueval and into Delville Wood itself, until they
came up against heavy machine-gun fire from the front and left.
They were forced to fall back at first to Piccadilly Street and then to Pont Street.
Two other battalions captured a German strong point close to the Orchard in the north of the village but after being
heavy counter attacked they were also forced to retire.
George was killed in action during this attack.
Bernard is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Ebenezer Church Roll of Honour, Hawkshaw Lane
Wesleyan Sunday School & Chapel Roll of Honour and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot J grave 13640 reads
In loving memory of
Pte. Bernard Firth
(1st Northld Fus)
Beloved husband of
Hilda Firth
Who was killed in action
In France July 20th 1916.
Aged 34 years
O teach us from our hearts to
Say they will be done
His widow, Hilda died 1923 leaving five orphans - a number of who became missionaries.

Private 5541 Frank Fleet 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
Frank (b. 1880, Patricroft) the eldest son of John and Emma Fleet.
John and Emma had ten children in total, two of whom died young.
In 1881 the family were living at Hampden Grove, Barton and John was reported as a ‘baker’
On the 1901 census they were at Station Road, Patricroft.
Father is recorded as a ‘baker’s van-man’ and Frank is a pork butcher.
He married Jeannette C. Russell in early 1916, while recovering from wounds.
Prior to the war he worked at Gardener’s Engineering Works in Peel Green.
He enlisted in 12th battalion Manchester Regiment, in early 1915 and was drafted to the front in June.
In December he was wounded and spent the next four months in hospital.
He returned to his regiment during May
In June the 12th Manchester’s underwent intensive training for the forthcoming battle of the Somme.
They went into action on the 3rd July in an attack on Railway Copse and Bottom Wood near Fricourt, after a hectic
advance to the front they found themselves in two old German trenches looking north towards Contalmaison where
they remained until 5th July.
On the 6th they advanced into Fricourt Wood and were ordered to take Quadrangle Trench (which previous attacks
by two other battalions had failed to take)
The attack took place in bright sunlight without any cover.
The result was a disaster for the battalion with 555 men killed, missing or wounded.
Frank was killed in action during the 7th July.
(Mainly from www.themanchesters.org)
Frank is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, St. Andrew’s Church Roll of Honour and a t Peel Green
Cemetery.

Plot K grave 13066 reads
In loving memory of
Frank Fleet
Man. Regt.
Killed in action
7th July 1916

Private 17672 James Arthur Gregory 6th platoon ‘B’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Regiment (3rd Salford Pals)
James was (b.1892, Patricroft) a son of John and Mary Ann Gregory.
John married Mary Alice Pellowe at St. Georges Church, Pendlebury on 31st December 1875.
John was born in Eccles and Mary was born in Penryn, about 1 miles north west of Falmouth, in
Cornwall
They had nine children, one of whom died young.
The other sons were Thomas (b.1880), John (b.1886) and Walter (b.1897)
The daughters were Jessie (b.1877), Agnes (b.1882), Elizabeth (b.1884) and Theresa (b.1890).
All the children were born in Patricroft, but on the 1881 census it says Jessie was born in
Pendleton
In 1881 the family were living at Long Row in Barton and John is recorded as being an ‘engine smith’
On the census of 1891 they were living at Pym Street, Barton.
John is now recorded as being a ‘blacksmith’
By 1901 they had moved to Princess Street in Eccles and John is still a blacksmith.
Moving on to the 1911 census they were at Hampden Grove in Patricroft.
John is now working, as a blacksmith, in a Magnesium Metal works, off Green Lane, Patricroft.
Son James is a labourer at the same place.

James married Martha Johnson at Patricroft Christ Church in 1912
They lived at Armitage Street, Patricroft and had to girls, Lilian (b.1913) and Violet (b.1915)
The local newspaper states: ‘James was one of the Lancashire Fusiliers in Capt. Tweed’s company’.
He may have been recruited by Tweed but James was in the 19th (3rd Salford Pals) not the 16th LF’s.
The 19th LF’s (3rd Salford Pals) were formed in Salford, 15 January 1915
The unit then moved, in March 1915, to Conway and on 21st June 1915 they went to Catterick; when they came
under orders of 96th Brigade, 32nd Division.
The battalion landed at Le Havre 22nd November 1915 and 5th January 1916 they were transferred to 14th Brigade in
same Division.
The 3rd Pals were part of the disastrous attack on the Leipzig Redoubt near Thiepval on the first day of the Battle of
the Somme (1st July 1916.)
The 3rd Pals were depth reserve for several other battalions in the first wave.
When it came time for them to advance, the British front line and communications trenches were so clogged with
wounded that the battalion had to advance over open ground to the British front line.
Similar to the preceding Lonsdale battalion (11th Border) and the 1st Dorset battalion, the 3rd Pals suffered crippling
casualties form German machine guns firing in enfilade from a fortification call the Nordwerk.
Of the battalion's 4 companies, only ‘A’, ‘B’ and one half of ‘C’ were sent 'over the top.'

The other half of ‘C’ and ‘D’ company both remained under cover once it was realized that committing them would
just add to the massacre.
James was very badly wounded during this action and was first treated at a clearing station and then sent to the
Military hospital at Boulogne.
He received the best possible treatment for over a month.
The local newspaper states:
‘For some time before his death, his case was known to be hopeless.’

His mother and wife were brought over from England to be with him.
‘They were present at the end and saw the deceased soldier laid to rest in the English cemetery of the French town’

James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Boulogne (Eastern), and at Peel Green Cemetery

Plot A grave 3852 reads (Johnson family grave)
Pte. James A. Gregory
Son in law of above and husband of
Martha Gregory
Who died from wounds received in France
Aug. 19thh 1916, aged 24 years
‘Thy will be done’

Lance Corporal 11665 Samuel Grindley 5th platoon ‘B’ company 16th Lancashire Fusiliers
Samuel was born in Eccles in 1894, a son to James Walter and Felicia Grindley.
In total they had five sons, Albert (b.1892), Joshua (b.1901) and James Walter (b.1906)
The forth son, William sadly died on 1st February 1900 aged 16 months.
The family lived at Monton Lane, Eccles.
In 1911 father James worked as a carter for the Co-operative Society
Samuel and his brother Albert both worked at the Eccles Rubber Company.
Samuel married Winifred Fleming in 1915
Prior to the war Samuel had been presented with a Royal Humane Society Certificate when he
saved two boys from drowning. Several boys were sliding on the ice when two of the boys fell through it. At great
risk to himself, Samuel managed to save them.
Samuel enlisted with Captain Tweed’s 16th Lancashire Fusiliers.
After training at home they proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
There they were taught about trench war fare
The battalion attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the battle resulted in the Eccles Pals
being almost wiped out, Samuel among them
Samuel is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Boulogne, Rolls of Honour at St. Andrews, Eccles Provident
Industrial Co-operative Society and Peel Green Cemetery.
Samuel’s father also was in active service and survived the war but died on 15th December 1920 aged 49 years. He
served as Private 17856 James Walter Grindley, 5th platoon ‘B’ 19th Lancashire Fusiliers
When he enlisted on 15th March 1915 he told the officer he was 37 years old when he was actually 44.
He later was transferred to the Labour Corps
Plot C2 grave 6828 reads
Samuel their son
Killed in action July 1st 1916

Roll of Honour St. Andrew’s Church (Photo:SWARM)

Private 28619 James Arthur Hague 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
James was born in Salford (1887) a son of John and Mary Jane Hague.
John Hague married Mary Jane Kenyon at St. Luke’s in Weaste on 17th May 1882
In total they had five children, one of whom died young.
The other son was William (b. 1887, Blackpool).
The daughters were Emile (b. 1890, Stockport) and Margaret (b. 1891, Stockport)
In 1891 the family are living at Cherry Tree Lane, Stockport. John is reported as being a ‘brick
maker’
In 1901 they were at Booth Street, Stockport and father John was still making bricks.
By 1911 the family were at Gilbert Street in Patricroft and John is now working for Eccles
Corporation as a gardener. James is reported as being a ‘photo copyist’
Prior to the war, James was on the staff of Simon Carves, architect and engineer of Mount Street, Manchester
He enlisted on 2nd March 1916 into the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers, and after three months training in Shropshire he
was drafted to France.
James and the battalion then moved to The Somme and joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade
(including 11th battalion LF’s) making a costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
The 25th Division and the 11th LF’s were in action at the Battle of Bazentin were the Division continued to carry out
operations on a small scale in the Ovillers area.
Casualties were heavy, with no gains of any significance being made.
William was killed in this action on 16th July after he was first reported missing.
The local newspaper stated;
‘He had lived in the area for fourteen years and had devoted himself to a considerable amount of religious work.
He is a prominent member of the Wesleyan Church in Patricroft.
As well as being a teacher in the Sunday school, he was the assistant secretary.’
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Trinity Methodist Church in Patricroft, St. Andrew’s
Church Roll of Honour, and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot L grave 19226 reads
James Arthur Hague
Killed in action July 1916

Roll of Honour St. Andrew’s Church (Photo:SWARM)

Private 20284 Sydney Hatton 13th battalion Northumberland Fusiliers
Sydney's (b. Salford) was youngest son of William and Hannah Hatton.
William married Hannah Hot at Manchester Cathedral in 1872.
From the 1911 census it is reported they had seven children in total but two died young.
George (b. 1875, Warburton) was only recorded on the 1881 census
The other known children, all girls were Emily (b. 1872, Manchester), Edith (b. 1883, Manchester),
George (b. 1875, Warburton) was only recorded on the 1881 census
In 1881 the family were at Fletcher Street, Hulme and William is a ‘blacksmith’
On the1891 census they lived at Duke Street in Stretford.
The 1901 census shows the family at Eccles New Road, Salford.
William now a working in a butcher’s shop with daughter Emily and Edith being his assistants
From Slater’s 1901 trade directory, butchers section

On the 1911 census, William has returned to being a ‘blacksmith’ and Sydney is working as a butcher
The paper says:
‘Sydney had enlisted with King's Liverpool Regiment with a number of pals about a month after the outbreak of war’.
The CWGC records show him, as Private 6046, in the RASC and who was later drafted to the 13th
Northumberland Fusiliers which was formed at Newcastle in September 1914 and joined 62nd Brigade, 21st
Division.
The Division concentrated training in the local area until winter necessitated a move into local billets in Tring,
Aylesbury, Leighton Buzzard, High Wycombe and Maidenhead.
In May 1915 the infantry moved to huts at Halton Park.
On the 9th August they moved to Witley Camp.
They proceeded to France during the first week of September and marched across France their first experience of
action being in the British assault at Loos on 26th September 1915, suffering heavy casualties, just a few days after
arriving in France.
In the Somme action
From local newspaper, in 1916,
‘He was a blacksmith, employed by his father and work at Cross Lane, Salford.
Sydney had enlisted with King's Liverpool Regiment with a number of pals about a month after the outbreak of war.
He was a finely built fellow of some six feet tall, who a one stage of his military life was with the cyclists section and then the mounted
police. He was separated from his pals when he was transferred to the Northumberland Regiment.’
Sydney was killed during the action at Deville Wood
Sydney is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, St. Andrew’s Church Roll of Honour and at Peel Green
Cemetery.
Manchester Evening News 18th July 1917
Plot A grave 68 reads
Sydney
Their beloved son
Who was killed in action in France
July 18th 1916, aged 23 years

Lance Corporal 8178 Charles Higgins 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Charles (b.1896, Eccles) was the oldest son of James and Emma Higgins
James married Emma Baker at St. Stephen’s Church in Hulme, on 19th December 1887
They had four children in total.
Lilly (b. 1893, Hulme), Harold (b. 1898, Eccles)
James died 26th April 1893 aged 2 months.
In 1891 the family lived at Gleaves Road, Eccles and James as a railway engine driver.
In 1901 they were still at Gleaves Road and James still driving trains
On the 1911 census they were still living at Gleaves Road.
James is recorded as being a loco engine driver working for the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railways.
Charles is an apprentice draper working for the Co-op at Balloon Street in Manchester.
He enlisted shortly after the outbreak of the war, into the 17th battalion Manchester Regiment.15 months of hard
training complete and fully equipped the men of the 17th were now ready to deploy to France and on the 8th
November 1915 the Battalion, (less 3 Officers and 109 men with the regimental transport who had crossed via
Southampton to Le Havre the previous day,) left Amesbury station for Folkestone for overseas service.
He was involved in the actions leading up to the big ‘Somme’ push.
The assembly trenches for the 17th Battalion had been dug in two lines on the reverse slope of a slight rise and were,
therefore in dead ground.
As the men awaited their allotted zero hour of 08.30 a rolling barrage of artillery fire crept forward towards the village
of Montauban as the 19th Manchester’s and the 17th Kings Liverpool Regiment prepared the way.
At 08.30 hours the 17th battalion left the assembly trenches and proceeded up
the slight rise. As the men reached the top of the slope some 100 yards in front of
them, shrapnel and machine gun fire started to take its toll.
The assault had, by necessity been carried out at slow walk as the amount of
extra kit carried by the men made anything else impossible.
3rd July of about 900 Officers and Men who went over the top 48 Hours
previously, only eight Officers and 350 other ranks had been left behind on the
shattered battlefield. (www.themanchesters.org)
Charles was killed during this action.
Local newspaper said: ‘Pte. Charles Higgins who was 21 years of age, enlisted in 2nd
Manchester City Pals, soon after the was broke out and thrice relinquished corporal’s strips
to escape being detained In England whilst the battalion was on active service in France..
As a boy he attended St. Andrew’s and Clarendon road council schools’
Manchester Evening News 15th July 1916

Charles is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Rolls of honour at St. Andrew’s
Church, Cooperative Society (seen on the right) and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot A grave 2887 reads
Charles son of the above
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Aged 21 years
On the 1911 census Mr. Fritz Baumann who was born in Barden in Germany, was a boarder with the ‘Higgins’ family.
He was recorded as being an ‘electrician wireman’

Private 26495 Frank John 23rd battalion Manchester Regiment
Frank (Ib.1894, Patricroft) was a son of Henry Joseph and Sarah John.
Henry married Sarah Jones at St. John’s Church in Chester in 1880.
In total they had eight children
Other sons were Edward (b.1883, Chester) and William (b.1896, Patricroft).
The daughter’s were Edith (b.1882, Chester); Alice (b.1886, Winton); Annie (b.1889, Chester);
Emily (b. 1891, Patricroft) and Sarah (b. 1899, Patricroft)
On the 1901 census the family were at Princess Street, Eccles and Henry was an iron turner.
They are at the same address in 1911 and Henry is reported as an iron turner at a loco works.
Frank, now working, is an office boy at a Co-op store.
He enlisted in December 1915 and after training in Southport he was drafted to France during April 1916.
Action in Trones Wood area.: At 01:00Hrs, 9th July 1916, the troops were ordered forward to communication trenches
in the old “no mans land” at the Briqueterie and then to the Glatz Redoubt.
The official report noted that the wrong guides had been sent and that, as a consequence, the battalion had been
taken on a long detour. “A” Coy was detailed to link up with a South African Company, holding the western half of a
trench from the north east of Bernafray Wood to the north west of Trones Wood.
The attack was timed for 03:00Hrs, but the men were greatly hampered by gas shells and the misting of their
eyepieces in the damp atmosphere.
Consequently, their advance across the ground between Bernafray and Trones Woods took place some 3 hours after
it was planned.
Between 9th July and 11th July, the following soldiers died:
2nd Lt’s Robert Calvert, Malcom Grigg
Sgt’s Gerald Bamford, Louis Linney
Cpl Thomas Ellison,
L/Cpl’s Thomas Barnett, Clifford Rawlinson
Pte’s Walter Ashton, Harold Freeman, John Greenhill, Frederick Hassall, Robert Henderson, Thomas Hill, Thomas
Hubbard, William Jackson, George Jamieson, Clarence Kelsall, Frank John, John Law, Frank Lear,
Thomas Prescott, Frank Rule, Leonard Schofield, Frank Smith, Wilfred Smith, John Staley, Arthur Stoddart, Ernest
Storer, Albert Taylor, John Tighe, Frederick Walton, Sidney Wilson, Charles Wilton, Wilfred Wray )
(Mainly from www.hellfirecorner.co.uk)

Local newspaper said:
‘A member of the office staff of the Eccles Cooperative Society was one of the citizen soldiers who met their death in the recent
offensive operations in France.
Pte. Frank John (26495) of the Manchester Regiment is officially reported to have been killed in the action of 10th July.
His father, Mr. Hy. J. John who resides at Hampden Grove, Patricroft has received no further information. Apart from a field service
card; dated 3rd July; the last news from Pte. John himself was a letter written about a month before the receipt of the sad tidings of
his death, in which he stated that he expected being sent to the front firing line. He joined the forces in December last, and after
training at Southport was sent to France in April. He was not very well at the time and was for a period at the Base in light duty.
He was in fact, not constitutionally strong and considered to be somewhat unfitted for the strenuous life of a soldier. He was 23 years
of age and had been in the employ of the Eccles Cooperative Society ever since he left Green Lane School, a school which has already a
considerable list of old boys who have made the highest sacrifice they could make. He will be well remembered, as he was highly
respected, not only at the central office of the Society in Eccles, but also at the numerous branches in the out laying districts, where it
would have been his duty for some years to attend on the quarterly dividend paying day.
He had been connected all his life with the Patricroft Congregational Church and Sunday school.
A younger brother, Pte. W. Hy. John is serving in France with the Lancashire Fusiliers’
Frank’s younger brother, William Henry John served in the 3rd battalion Lancashire Fusiliers and reached the rank of
sergeant. Although he received gun shot wounds to his right shoulder he survived the war
He was a grocer who also worked for Eccles Coop.

Frank is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Rolls of Honour at Patricroft Congregation Church,
Eccles Co-op and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot K grave 12999 reads
Frank, their beloved son
(Manchester Reg)
Who was killed in action in France
July 10th 1916, aged 23 years

Patricroft Congregation Church
(photo:Swarm)

Private 16279 Reginald Hopkins 2nd battalion Grenadier Guards
Reginald was the oldest son of Robert and Sarah Hopkins
Robert married Sarah E. Laurence at Patricroft Christ Church in 1893.
Robert was born in Rawai in India and Sarah was born in Cheltenham.
They had three children in total. The other sons were Percy (b.1896) and Ralph (b.1902)
All three lads were born in Patricroft.
On the 1901 census they were living at New Lane, Patricroft a d Robert is recorded as being a
‘railway cleark’ for the Lancashire & Yorkshire railway.
On the 1911 census they are living at the same address and Robert is still employed at the railway
Reginald is a warehouse boy in a footwear warehouse.
Reg enlisted in February 1913 into the 2nd battalion Grenadier Guards.
On 4th August 1914 the 2nd battalion were stationed at Chelsea as part of the 4th (Guards) Brigade of the 2nd Division.
On 15th August 1914 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre and the Division engaged in various actions on the
Western Front including; The First Battle of Ypres after which only 4 officers and 140 men remained of the
battalion.20th August 1915 transferred to the 1st Guards Brigade of the Guards Division and engaged in various
actions on the Western Front including.
The Guards Division did not arrive in the Somme area until the beginning of September so were not present when it
began on 1st July 1916.
In the preparations for the first attack it was assumed that the battalions would be wiped out so a nucleus of officers
and NCOs was detailed to remain behind to rebuild the battalion from fresh recruits.
For three days the 2nd battalion held the northern section of the Ginchy line and on the night of 13th September, No.4
company were ordered to 'straighten' the line with the rest of the battalion in support.
The attack was heralded by 30 or 40 shrapnel shells but this alerted the enemy.
They were also illuminated by moonlight and sustained several casualties but they managed to drive the enemy out
of Ginchy Orchard.
The whole battalion suffered greatly from having no greatcoats for the last 3 days, the weather turning cold and
windy. Reginald was killed in this action
Local newspaper reads:
‘The death in action is notified of Private Reginald Hopkins, late of New Lane, Winton, who joined the Guards in February 1913 and fell in
the Somme battle on 13th September 1916.
He was educated at Peel Green Council School. Particulars of his death are furnished in a letter to Mrs. Spray by Capt. W.H.
Cunningham of the Guards, who wrote,
I regret to tell you of the death in action of my orderly, Pte. Hopkins.
He has been my orderly ever since I took over command of the company nine months ago and was always a most willing and cheerful
boy. His death was most gallant. I was ordered to clear a piece of ground of the enemy and dig a trench across it. The key to the
situation was in a post held by six of my bombers.
As the situation developed I went forward to the bombing post and found them very heavily engaged and running short of bombs.
Hopkins at once volunteered to go back for more. This he did and accomplished the journey of about 50 yards each way under heavy
fire. It was at night 13th – 14th.
I told him after that to go round by the trench but to make certain of getting g the bombs as quickly he came back, of his own accord,
across the open and was within a couple of yards of me, a bullet struck and exploded the bombs and the poor boy fell down, almost at
my feet. He was buried two days later with the greatest of respect.’
Reg is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 19029 reads
Pte. Reginald Hopkins
Of the Grenadier Guards
Nephew of the above
Who nobly fell in action Sept. 13th 1916
Aged 22 years

Private 10556 Harold Hulme, 8th battalion Royal Fusiliers
Harold (b. 1897, Salford) was the oldest son of Frank (b.1868, Newcastle on Lyne) and Annie Hulme (b. 1871,
Dereham, Norfolk)
Frank married Annie Elizabeth Buck in Salford in 1895.
They had another son, Sydney (b.1902, Patricroft)
On the 1901 census the family lived at New Lane, Patricroft.
Frank was a ladies clothing manufacturer
By the 1911 census they had moved to Trafalgar Road, Pendleton
They then moved to ‘Ingleside’ a large house in Ellesmere Park, Eccles
Harold enlisted in March 1916 in the 8th battalion Royal Fusiliers which was a public schools battalion
From Manchester Grammar School Magazine
Harold Hulme was the son of Mr. Frank Hulme, of Ellesmere Park, Eccles.
He was educated at Eccles Grammar School before coming to us.
He was on the Modern Side, and passed his Senior School Certificate in July, 1914, for the Upper Transitus.
He was a keen harrier, and got his first colours in March of this year.
As soon as he was 19 he joined the Public Schools Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers, and was sent out to France after a short training.
On July 31st he was wounded in action.
His right arm had to be taken off, and at first he seemed to progress favourably, but his injuries were aggravated by gas poisoning,
and he died in hospital at Etaples, near Boulogne, on August 25th.
One of the sisters’ in-charge wrote of him-to his father before he died:
‘You should be proud of such a son, so sweetly good, so obviously pure, so kindly considerate, and so bravely patient.
Let those words stand for his epitaph, for they are true’.
From the local newspaper
‘The death has occurred in hospital in France, of wounds received in action of Pte. Harold Hulme.
He was educated the Eccles and Manchester Grammar school.
He matriculated in 1914 and was articed to a firm of accountants in Manchester.
In March this year, having reached the age of 19 years he joined the Royal Fusiliers, Public Schools Battalion and eventually proceeded,
after a very short training, to France.
During one action his right arm was badly injured, which necessitating amputation.
Before this injury Harold had been ‘gassed’ while on active action.
He progressed favourably for the first two weeks, but his health had been aggravated by the gas poisoning, septic pneumonia which
terminated fatally.
His father was present at his son’s end and attended the burial of the young soldier at Etaples’

Harold is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Etables, the Roll of Honours at Manchester Grammar School,
Cawdor Street, Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot F grave 16958 reads
Harold son of the above
Who died of wounds Aug 25th 1916
Aged 19 years
Interred at Etaples, France
Manchester Evening News 29th August 1916

Corporal 6337 George Lingard 1st / 8th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
George (b. 1884) in Nelson, was a son of James and Emma Lingard.
They had seven children in total.
The other sons were, Charles (b.1878, York), William (b.1883, Hooley Hill, Cheshire)
Their daughters were Amelia (b.1891, Irlam), Eliza (b. 1893, Irlam), Eva (b.1894, Irlam) and
Charlotte (b. 1895, Irlam)
In 1901 the family lived in Pleasant Road, Eccles.
James, William and George were all recorded as working as ‘estate navvy’
George married Mary Fishwick at Patricroft Christ Church on 2nd January 1909
Their son Sydney was born in 1911 and on the census of that year the family are living at Beech Street, Eccles.
George is recorded as being a general labourer at a builder’s.
He first enlisted in October 1915 as Private 4264 in the 5th battalion Manchester Regiment but was transferred to the
Liverpool Irish (1st /8th).
Local newspaper said:
‘Mrs. Lingard of Beech Street, Patricroft, received an official notification on Friday last of the death of her husband, Corp. Lingard of
the King’s Liverpool Regiment, who was for many years employed at Davyhulme sewage works.
Originally enlisting in October 1915, in the Manchester Territorial Regt but was transferred to the King’s Liverpool’s for active service
on the western front.
He had only been in the fighting line five weeks before he met his death and is official reported as to have been killed in action on
September 12th.
He has two brothers and two brothers in law who are with the colours’
The 1st / 8th (Irish) battalion Kings Liverpool Regiment were in the trenches just a few hundred yards east of Delville
Wood, Longuval.
This is were George was killed in action
Note: newspapers and family grave list September 12th as the date he died, but CWGC list it as September 8th

George is remembered at the CWGCV Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at Christ Church, Patricroft and
Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot P grave 15174 reads
Cpl. George Lingard
Her dear husband
Killed in action France
12.9.1916 aged 33 years

Lance Corporal 14228 Joseph Edward Lloyd ‘A’ company 9th battalion East Lancashire Regiment
Joseph was born in Rawtenstall in 1892, the oldest son of Isaac and Mary Elizabeth Lloyd
They had three other children Annie (b. 1889, Rawtenstall), Mary Evelyn (b.1891, Rawtenstall) and
Elsie (b.1897, Farnworth)
Sadly mother Mary Elizabeth died in 1900.
Isaac married Mary Kate Cornson at Eccles Parish Church on 18th June 1900.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Wood Top on Bury Road in Rawtenstall.
Isaac was a County Police Constable
By 1901 they were at John William Street in Eccles and Issac was still a policman
Still living at John William Street in 1911 and Isaac now retired from the police force as an account collector to a
Doctor. Joseph, better known as Joe, was working as a dryer in the local bleach works.
He enlisted with many of his workmates in August 1914 into 9th battalion East Lancashire’s which was formed in
Preston in September 1914 and came under command of 65th Brigade in 22nd Division.
They moved to Lewes, on to Seaford in November 1914, billets in Eastbourne in December 1914 and back to
Seaford in April 1915. Next they moved to Aldershot area in June 1915.
The battalion landed at Boulogne 5th September 1915 but moved with Division to Salonika, arriving there on 5th
November 1915.
The Battalion sailed on the converted P&O liner His Majesty’s Transport ‘Ionian’, and after departure when the
sealed orders were opened the destination was seen to be Alexandria in Egypt.
However that destination was subsequently changed to Salonika in Greece, and after observing strict anti-submarine
precautions because of the threat from the Austrian Mediterranean coastline, the ‘Ionian’ berthed on the Salonika
quay on 5th November.
After a month of front-line trench duty in Pearse Brook the Battalion was moved westwards to the area of Reselli,
north of Lake Ardzan. The Serbs and French were fighting hard further to the west and it was decided that the 22nd
Division should prevent enemy troops from moving westwards by mounting a ‘holding attack’ on hills in between the
Vardar River and the high Pip Ridge that dominated the Doiran battlefield.
On 8th September 12th Lancashire Fusiliers successfully raided the enemy positions at Macukovo north of Reselli,
and identified the enemy unit that the 9th East Lancashire’s would have to face as the 59th German Infantry
Regiment. The 9th battalion attacked on the night of 13th September, assaulting in two columns from a trench line
occupied by the 11th Welch Regiment. The four rifle companies met resistance but all had seized their hill-top
objectives by 10:30 hours the following morning. A good haul of prisoners was taken and casualties had not been
heavy. On the left flank 14th King’s Liverpool’s and 12th Lancashire Fusiliers had taken the German trenches that
were assigned to them and 9th King’s Own was located in support in ravines near Macukovo village.
But at 15:00 hours after a short, intensive and accurate bombardment a strong enemy attack drove the King’s
Liverpool’s backwards. This made the position of the left hand East Lancashire’s company untenable and it too
retired. (From www.kaiserscross.com)
Joe was killed during this action.

Roll of Honour St. Andrew’s Church (Photo:SWARM

Local newspaper said:
‘Official confirmation was received by Mrs. Lloyd of Alma Street, Eccles, of the death in action of her son, L/Cpl Joseph Lloyd of the
East Lancashire Regiment. Lloyd, who was 25 years of age, was the son of the former well known Eccles constable and prior to the
outbreak of war was employed at the Eccles bleach works.
He enlisted in the early days of August with a large number of work mates; many of them have made the supreme sacrifice.
Lloyd went with his battalion to France, in the autumn of 1915 and in the following spring proceeded to Salonika.
Here he took part in the offensive against the Bulgars and according to letters of comrades was killed instantaneously by machine gun
fire.
A wound comrade writing from hospital to Mrs. Lloyd said that the battalion were ordered to hold a hill whilst the rest of the brigade
took a line of trenches.
They went forward in the night and drove the Germans, who were holding the hill, off the hill and maintained the position under heavy
bombardment all night.
Early in the morning they were relieved, but later gallantly led by the Colonel and Adjutant they went forward again in open order and
got within firing distance of the enemy.
Pte. Lloyd was in the act of taking aim when a machine gun bullet hit him and he died instantaneously.
The writer describes his fallen comrade as “a true Britisher” and well worthy of the name of man.
Other comrades have written in a similar strain testifying to the sterling character and popularity of Lloyd.
Deceased was an old scholar of Eccles Parish Church schools.

Joe is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Doiran, Rolls of Honour at Eccles Parish Church, St. Andrew’s Church
and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot C2 grave 6228 reads
In affectionate remembrance of
Our Joe, who fell in action Sep 14th 1916
In Salonika, aged 25 years
Buried in a nameless grave
Laid aside with others brave.
His life for King and us he gave
Our only son

Lance Corporal 15359 Charles Lord 8th battalion Kings Own Lancaster Regiment
Charles was born in Rochdale in 1891, the only son of Joseph and Martha Lord.
Joseph married Martha Holden in Bury during 1884.
Their other children were Annie (b. 18586, Heywood) Leah (b.1887, Bury) Alice (b. 1889,
Rochdale) Bessie (b.1893, Eccles) and Clara (b. 1895, Eccles).
In 1891 the family lived at Entwistle Street, Castleton district of Rochdale.
Joseph is reported as being a warp dyer foreman.
In 1901 they were now at Algermon Street in Monton and Joseph is now a foreman cotton dyer.
On the 1911 census the family are at Chadwick Road, Eccles.
Charles’s occupation is reported as a ‘journeyman in golf’
Charles married Ada A. Kenyon in Barton during the September 1911 and they lived at Irlam Avenue, Patricroft.
Charles’s service number indicates he enlisted in late 1914.
He fought with his battalion served on the Western Front in France and Belgium throughout the war.
They had regular spells in the trenches
During 1916 t they were involved in the actions at the Bluff in March
The battalion successfully overran its objectives after a surprise attack supported by British artillary.
At St. Eloi in April the men attacked very heavy waste ground to recapture a series of mine craters.
Charlie was killed in action at Delville Wood during mid August when the battalion helped to fight off three
German attacks.
Local newspaper said:
‘The best information available leaves but slight ground for hope of L/Cpl Charles Lord, of the King’s Own Royal Lancaster’s whose
home is as Irlam Avenue, Patricroft.
He was 25 years of age and was a professional at the Worsley golf links before the war.
Writing on Sept. 17th in answer to inquiries by friends to whom report had been made that Lord was missing, Lieut.
Waring has informed Lord’s wife that he was last seen very severely wounded on August 16th
Operations were in progress at the time, he states of a character that a British soldier never shirks.
Every unwounded man has a rifle and rifles were badly wanted.
He goes on to say, I hope it may be some little consolation to you to know that your husband was a good soldier, a gallant comrade and
an excellent non-commissioned officer. His place and that of many others who served during the dark days of the war will want a lot of
filling and yet his death was a glorious one, with his back to the wall facing his countries enemies and fighting for his dear ones at
home and for the glorious names of freedom and right. Kindly accept through me the deepest sympathy of all friends in the battalion.
He lived and died uprightly.’
Charlie is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 18433 a tablet reads
In loving memory of
L/Cpl Charles Lord
8th KORL
And beloved husband of
A.A. Lord
Who was killed in France
Aug 16th 1916
Aged 26 years
Peace perfect peace

Private 31490 Allan Meadows 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
Allan was born in Eccles (1896), a son of Alfred and Mary Emily Meadows.
Alfred married Ada Normansell at Eccles Parish Church, on 29th September 1877, sadly Ada buried
at the Church on 9th May 1878, aged 19 years
His second wife was Mary Emily Dickinson in June quarter of 1881
In total they had eight children.
The other sons were Arthur (b.1884), Albert (b.1886), Alfred (b. 1888), Alexander (b.1890) and
Augustus (b. 1895).
The daughters were Florence (b.1883) and Emily (b.1892).
All the children were born in Eccles.
In 1891 the family were living at Buxton Street, Barton.
Alfred, a baker was the only family member working.
Still at Buxton Street in 1901, Alfred is reported as a ‘journeyman baker’ and his two eldest sons are working at the
local, bleach works
By the 1911 census the family had moved to Vicarage Grove in Eccles.
Father is still a baker and Allen is an errand boy at a fancy trimmings shop and later worked for his father
There is no record of when Allen enlisted but he joined 18th battalion Manchester Regiment.
On 9th July the 18th battalion were ordered to follow the 17th battalion through the shattered wood to the eastern
edge. The few survivors, mostly ‘B’ Company and a few men from ‘A’ and ‘C’ company collected ammunition from
the dead and wounded, fixed bayonets and followed the men of the 17th.
A hurricane bombardment rained down and the men lost touch with each other as they staggered about the smashed
remnants of the wood.
Less than 30 minutes later the attack was broken up.
About midday, the position became impossible and the Battalion was ordered to withdraw as it was being gradually
wiped out to no purpose.
At 22:00 hours, with less than 100 men remaining the battalion moved to Chimney trench where it remained for the
next 28 hours.
The trenches offered little cover from the constant shelling and was regularly strafed by machine gun fire resulting in
many casualties.
Allen was killed in this action
Local newspaper said:
‘The death of Pte. Allen Meadows, aged 23, of the Manchester Pals, whose parents live at Vicarage Grove, Eccles, have been recorded
by the officer of the company who, singularly, is also an Eccles’s man.
Liet. J.F. Motler, son of the former landlord of the Hare & hounds, Church Street.
In informing the parents of their son’s death in action, he states that he died like a hero on July 10th, facing the foe. Meadows was a St.
Andrew’s School boy and for some years he was a member of the Eccles boy scouts’

Allen is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll on Honour at Eccles Parish Church, and at Peel Green
Cemetery.
Plot C3 grave 7876 reads
Allan, son of above
Who was killed in action in France
July 10th 1916, aged 23 years
Duty Nobly Done

Lance Corporal 25126 James Mower, 9th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
James was born in 1891 in Patricroft, a son of Walter and Mary Alice Mower.
They had another child who died young.
In 1901 the family lived at Deans Road, Cadishead.
Walter was then a carter transporting goods for an explosives merchant
By 1911 they had moved to Liverpool Road, Patricroft.
Walter was now a bus and cab proprietor and James was working for him as a cab driver.
He listed, in Manchester, as Private 7410 in the Lancashire Fusiliers, in 1914.
He transferred to the Army Cyclist Corps as Private 3169 and went to France with them in September 1915.
James was gassed while with the ‘cyclists’ and after recovering was drafted into the 9th Loyal North Lancs.

On the next spur north of La Boiselle, the fortified village of Ovillers was the centre of fierce and protracted fighting
from 7th to 15th July in which the 2nd and 8th South Lancashire’s and 8th and 9th Loyal North Lancashires, all in the
25th Division, played a prominent role in capturing the ruins from the Prussian Guards.
James was killed in the action of the 7th July.
The local newspaper states
‘Cpl J. Mower of the Loyal North Lancashire’s who is reported to have been killed in action on 7th July.
He was well known in Patricroft and Irlam. He was the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Mower of Liverpool Road, Peel Green.
He assisted his father in his passenger omnibus service between Eccles and Cadishead.
Although Patricroft born he lived in Cadishead from an early age until about six years ago.
For a short time he worked at Irlam soap works’.
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Pozieres, the Rolls of Honour at Patricroft Christ Church, CWS
Soap Works, the Irlam Memorial and Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot A grave 135 reads
Cpl James Mower
The only & beloved son of
WJ and MA Mower
Who was killed in action
On the Somme July 7th 1916
Aged 25 years
Duty nobly done

Private 27988 Frank Tonge, 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
Frank was the oldest son of John William and Hannah Tonge
John married Hannah Unsworth at St. Barnbas’s Church on 29th April 1893.
Their only other child Harold was born in 1904.
In 1901 census the family lived at Devonshire Street, Pendleton,
John is reported at being a ‘wire temperer’ for cards used in spinning mills
On the 1911 census the family are at Pine Street, Pendleton
Frank is an apprentice linographic printer.
Frank enlisted in Manchester on 23rd August 1915 and joined 12th battalion Manchester Regiment.
After initial training he was drafted to France on 23rd December 1915.
Frank was admitted to the 51st Field Ambulance suffering from ‘shell shock’ on 4th March 1916
He was forwarded to 17th Causality Clearing Station on the next day.
From there he was sent to the 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux, 3 miles from Boulogne, on 6th March 1916.
He was treated there until 14th April 1916.
He was back ‘in the field’ with his battalion by 21st April and on 1st May he was classified ‘A’ by the Medical Board
and returned to active service.
In June the 12th Manchester’s underwent intensive training for the forthcoming battle of the Somme.
They went into action on the 3rd July in an attack on Railway Copse and Bottom Wood near Fricourt, after a hectic
advance to the front they found themselves in two old German trenches looking north towards Contalmaison where
they remained until 5th July.
On the 6th they advanced into Fricourt Wood and were ordered to take Quadrangle Trench, which previous attacks
by two other battalions had failed to take.
The attack took place in bright sunlight without any cover.
The result was a disaster for the battalion with 555 men killed, missing or wounded.
Frank was killed in action during the 6th July.
(mainly from www.themanchesters.org)
Frank was admitted to the 51st Field Ambulance suffering from ‘shell shock’ on 4th March 1916
He was forwarded to 17th Causality Clearing Station on the next day.
From there he was sent to the 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux, 3 miles from Boulogne, on 6th March 1916.
He was treated there until 14th April 1916.
He was back ‘in the field’ with his battalion by 21st April and on 1st May he was classified ‘A’ by the Medical Board

Frank is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Peel Green Cemetery.

Plot F grave 17310 reads
Pte. F. Tonge
Son of the above
Killed in action 6th July 1916
Aged 22 years

Private 10848 James Herbert Walsh, 13th platoon ‘D’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
James was born 1881 in Pendleton, the eldest son of Normington and Annie Walsh.
Normington married Annie Bairstow in Halifax 1874.
In total they had twelve children, one who died young.
The other sons were Harold (b. 1891, Eccles), John, (b. 1894, Eccles) and Harry (b. 1896,
Eccles).
The daughters were Eva (b.1878, Wheatley), Alice (b.1880, Ashton under Lyne), Ada (b. 1883,
Eccles), Lena (b.1885, Pendleton), Gertrude (b.1887, Eccles), Irene (b.1889, Eccles) and Ruth
(b. 1899, Eccles).
On the 1881 census the family lived at Brewerton Street, Pendleton.
Normington is recorded as being a ‘cabman’
By 1891 they had moved to Gilda Brook Road, Eccles and Normington was an agent for a ‘cab’ company and the
two eldest girls are now ‘teachers’
The family are still at Gilds Brook Road in 1901 and father is now a ‘coach proprietor’, the two eldest girls are now
teachers in elementary school.
James is working as a cab driver.
Still living at Gilda Brook Road, father is now an estate agent and James is an Insurance Agent.
He was recruited by Captain Tweed in September 1914 and he enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion
Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914.
(Captain Tweed was in the 16th battalion)
The 15th’s began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for
further training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, James was one of them
Prior to the war James worked at Gardeners Works in Peel Green.
His brother served as Private 10847 Harry Walsh 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (in the same platoon and
company as James)
James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Roll of Honour at Eccles Parish Church and Peel
Green Cemetery.

Plot M grave 19008 reads
James Herbert Walsh their son
Killed in action July 1st 1916 aged 34 years

Private 9950 Harry Wood 2nd platoon ‘A’ company 21st battalion Manchester Regiment (6th City Pals)
Harry (b. 1186) was a son of William and Elizabeth Wood.
They had 14 children in total, four of whom died young.
The other sons were Thomas (b.1880); Albert (b1891); William (b.1897) and Harold (b.1901).
The daughters were Edith (b.1882); Alice (b.1889); Florence (b.1892); Harriet (b.1894) and
Mabel (b.1899)
All the children were born in Patricroft and the family lived at Philips Street in Patricroft.
On the censuses of 1901 and 1911 father William is reported as being a ‘railway clerk’
On the 1901 census Harry is also a railway clerk but in 1911 he is a commercial traveller in
wholesale drapery working for the Cooperative Society.
On 23rd December 1911 Harry married Mary Ellen Roberts at the United Methodist Church on Wellington Road,
Eccles. They lived at Lansdown Road, Monton
They had three girls, Evelyn born on 15h October 1912; Gladys born on 8th December 1914 and Mabel born 1st
March 1916
When he enlisted on 4th September 1914, Harry went into the 3rd battalion Manchester Regiment
At some stage he was transferred into the 18th battalion and finally into the 21st battalion.
Harry was in the 18th battalion when on 16th February 1915 he was absent from ‘tattoo’ and received 3 days confined
to barracks and lost of 5 days pay for this offence.
On New Year Eve 1915 Harry dislocated a figure and was sent to the 97th Field Ambulance and he was back in
active service with a week. On the 25th April 1916 Harry reported ‘sick’ and was sent to the 54th Field Ambulance on
the 30th and was diagnosed with ‘pyrexia’, a general term for fever, still suffering
from ‘feebleness of health’ (See newspaper report below)
He was sent to 9th SH at La Harve on 11th May.
He was discharged from hospital on 30th July and posted to the 21st battalion.
Harry was in action on the south edge of Delville Wood / Brewery trenches on
29th August when he was wounded. He was taken to the 38th Causality Clearing
Station at Heilly
Harry was treated for wounds to his right leg and forearm, and his left tight.
Even after the best treatment, Harry died on 8th September and was buried in
the Military Cemetery close by.
The local newspaper said:
‘The death from wounds received in France on 8th September is reported of Pte. Harry Wood;
of the Manchester Regiment. He was the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Wood of Ashbourne
Road and enlisted in September 1914 and proceeded to France with his battalion in November
last year.
He was in hospital in France for about three months suffering form trench fever and had
been back in the firing line a few weeks when he was fatally wounded. Pte. Wood was 30
years of age and previous to enlistment was employed in the furnishings department of the
C.W.S. Manchester.’
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Heilly Station, Rolls of Honour
at St, Paul’s Church (Monton), Eccles Parish Church, The Cooperative Society
(seen on the right) and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot J grave 13708 reads
Harry, son of above
Died of wounds in France
Sept. 8th 1916, aged 30 years

Private 147992 Walford Rayner 15th battalion Royal Scots
Walford was born in 1895 in Eccles, a son of George and Alice Rayner.
George married Alice Wolfenden in 18881 at St. John’s Church in Manchester
In total they had ten children.
The other sons were Cyril (b. 1893, Patricroft) and Norman (b. 1902, Patricroft)
The daughters were Amy (b.1885 Patricroft), Ethel (b. 1887, Patricroft), and Eleanor (b. 1889, Patricroft).
They had four other sons all of whom died young.
George Stevenson
died 4th May 1885 aged 2 years 11 months
Charles
died 31st December 1891 aged 16 months
Thomas Clifford
died 23rd August 1899 aged 2 years 8 months
Samuel Ernest
died 29th August 1899 aged 8 months
In 1891 the family lived at Langholme Place, Winton when George is reported as being a ‘silver ore worker’
They were still in Langholme Place in 1901 and father is now a foreman silver ore smelter.
In 1911 the family were at The Avenue, Patricroft. George’s job has not changed and Walford is a clerk in Wilson &
Latham shippers of Whitworth Street, Manchester
He enlisted on 1st October in Manchester into 15th battalion Royal Scots (Cranston's Battalion) which was raised in
Edinburgh in September 1914.
During 1915 it was stationed at Troon, Ripon and Sutton Veny.
It moved to France, leaving Southampton on 8th January 1916.
They served on the Western Front from February 1916 onwards.
At 7.30 am on 1st July, eleven divisions, nine of them New Army divisions, advanced simultaneously against the
German positions on the north bank of the Somme. (120,000 British & Commonwealth men)
By nightfall British losses were over 57,000, of whom nearly 20,000 were dead.
Some gains were made by the attacking forces on the right (southern) flank, but elsewhere the attack had stopped in
its tracks.

At 07:30hours on 1st July the first waves of the 15th battalion swarmed over their parapets ‘with great heart and in
grand form’ and began to advance against the German positions.
Almost immediately it became clear that neither the preliminary bombardment, nor four pre-placed mines, had
achieved their intended results.
The attackers were met with a deadly mixture of artillery and machine-gun fire.
They pressed on but soon the long, assaulting lines became mere clusters of survivors.
Miraculously the survivors of ‘C’ company managed to reach the extreme right of the 15th battalion’s objective, the
German front trench, known as Peake trench, just north of Birch Tree Wood (also known as Peake Wood).
They were joined there by survivors of the 16th battalion as well as soldiers from the Suffolk Regiment, who had been
on their left flank.
That composite group was the only part of the Division to gain its initial objective.
However, in doing so, it found itself dangerously exposed and was forced to withdraw to the vicinity of Wood Alley
where, at a strength of around 100, in the overall confusion it seems likely that the Germans were unaware of the tiny
pocket of British troops in their midst as no counter-attack was mounted.
During the night the force grew in strength as it was joined by other groups which had survived the day’s fighting.
Sir George McCrae, Commanding Officer of the 16th battalion, managed to reach the survivors who then numbered
one officer and about 150 men from the 16th, two officers and about 85 men from the 15th plus six officers and 60
men from the Lincolns, Suffolks and Northumberland Fusiliers.
Additionally the remnants of ‘B’ company of the 16th were occupying a trench not far to the rear of Wood Alley.
Despite the ferocity of the previous day’s fighting, the troops were in good heart, although they were all thirsty and
hungry. (www.theroyalscots.co.uk)

The local newspaper said:
‘There is a strain of additional sadness to the misfortune which has befallen Private Walford Rayner, of the Royal Scots from the fact
that it should have followed soon upon an intimation that he had been singled out for distinction for gallant conduct.
Pte. Rayner, 21, sent home to his parents of Liverpool Road, Peel Green; a card dated 9th June signed by the Major General stating that
he had been recommended by the Brigadier fro gallant conduct as battalion runner.
It was consistent, however, with the characteristic modesty of this fine young soldier that he had himself nothing to say on the matter.
He is officially reported to have been ‘missing,’ since the 1st July offensive, a report by a comrade that he had been killed being
unconfirmed.’
Walford is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Rolls of Honour at St. Catherine’s Church, Wilson,
Latham & Co., and at Peel Green Cemetery

Plot A grave 2744 reads
Also Walford their dear son
Killed in France July 1st 1916
In the battle on the Somme
Aged 21 years
Duty nobly done
Too dearly loved to be forgotten

Lance Corporal 11 834 Thomas Edward Mellor 8th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st
Eccles Pals)
Thomas was born in Eccles, in 1893, the only son of Thomas and Harriett Mellor
They also had three daughters, Mary Ann (b.1878) Marion (b.1883) and Olive (b.1888).
On the 1881 census the family lived at Herbert Street, Pendleton.
On the next three censuses they were at Shaftesbury Street, Eccles.
Father Thomas was a compositor at a print works.
On the 1911 census Thomas is reported as being a salesman in wholesale clothing.
Thomas was educated at Eccles parish Church School and was a choir boy at the Church for five years.
He was a commercial traveller for Wilson Bros & Knowles in Manchestrer.
Thomas married Ada Mary Kuhn at St. John’s Church, Altrincham on 21st August 1915.
They lived at ‘Rivington’ Hale Road, Manchester.
He enlisted, with his life time mates, Stephen Sharples and Walter Fiddes.
They all joined the ‘1st Eccles Pals’ company of 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers lead by Captain Thomas Tweed.
After training period at home they proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
There they were taught about trench war fare before going on the ‘front line’
The battalion attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the battle resulted in the Eccles Pals
being almost wiped out, Thomas among them
The local newspaper wrote: “Lance-Corpl T. Mellor of the 1st Eccles Pals who is officially reported “wounded and missing” has
presumably shared the fate of his comrades who set out to storm the first line of German trenches on the morning of July 1st. The only
news that has come to hand since is that of comrades, who saw him fall and were themselves withdrawn later in the day. Mellor, who
was recently married, is the only son of Mr and Mrs T.E. Mellor. His life long pals, Sharples and Fiddes with whom he enlisted, shared
whatever his fate has been”.
Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial ay Thiepval, Roll of Honour at Eccles Parish Church and at Peel
Green Cemetery

Plot F grave 16931 reads
Thomas Edward
Lancashire Fusiliers
Only son of the above &
Beloved husband of Ada Mary Mellor
Who fell in action at the Battle of the Somme
July 1st 1916 aged 24 years
‘Hope & Trust’

Sergeant 11691 William Masgrave Royle 6th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William was born in 1894 in Patricroft, a son of Henry and Phoebe Royle.
They had five children in total, the others being Eleanor (b. 1888), Phoebe (b. 1890) and Eric (b.
1902).
The other child, Gladys May died in her third year on 23rd June 1907.
On the 1911 census the family were living at Alexandra Road, Patricroft.
The census recorded father Henry as being an ‘assurance agent’ and William as a ‘mantle
apprentice’
His sisters Eleanor and Phoebe were school teachers.
1901 census shows the family were at Peel Street, Eccles and father Henry was a coal merchant.
In 1891 the family lived at Cromwell Road, Eccles.
By 1916 they had moved to Gladstone Road, Eccles and William was employed, by George Everett & Sons
wholesale costume manufactures in Manchester, as a salesman.
He was a scholar at St. Andrew’s Day school and was a choirboy at Patricroft Christ Church.
He enlisted in Captain Tweed’s battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
He was promoted from corporal to sergeant since going to France.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being
almost wiped out, William among them.

William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at St. Catherine’s Church, Eccles Parish
Church, St. Andrew’s Church and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot M grave 18769 reads
William M. Royle
Sergt. Lancs. Fusiliers (Eccles Pals)
Killed in action in France July 1st 1916
Aged 22 years

Corporal 11757 Stephen Sharples 6th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Stephen was born in 1883 in Salford, the only son of Stephen and Amelia Sharples.
They had daughters Alice (b.1871) Emily (b.1873) Eveline (b.1886).
The youngest daughter, Amelia sadly died in 1883 aged 8 years.
In 1881 the family lived at Parsonage Street in Salford and farther Stephen is recorded as
being a joiner.
By 1891 they had moved to Regent Street, Eccles, were they remained.
On 1911 census Stephen is a joiner working for his dad who is recorded as being a ‘joiner
and property repairer’. By 1916 father Stephen is now a local councillor.
He enlisted in Captain Tweed’s battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being
almost wiped out, Stephen was among them.
The local paper stated “Corporal Sharples was reported wounded and missing after the advance on July 1st.
There appears, unhappily, but small hope of Sharples being alive, as Captain Tweed reports to an Eccles friend that he was shot down
in a valiant attempt to run the gauntlet of German machine-gun fire and bring relief to comrades sheltering behind a bank.
Sharples was a single man, 33 years of age and the only son of his father, whose hopes were linked with the son carrying on his
business as builder. Sharples was home on furlough from France about Easter, confident in the growing strength of the Allies and
proud of the local company of which he was a unit.
In their great sorrow and trouble Councilor and Mrs Sharples, have received numberless expressions of sympathy and regret”.
His life long bosom pals, Tom Mellor and Joe Routledge plus many of their mates were also killed in this action.
Captain Tweed wrote later: 'Through the perfect storm of lead, the company went on.
Ignoring the rain of death that whistled about them, they kept running from shell hole to shell hole, on and on.
Pals of years association dropped. Others fell, riddled with bullets, never to rise again.
The cry was always,
'On.''

Stephen is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at Eccles Parish Church and Peel Green
Cemetery.

Plot G grave 17507 reads
Also Stephen
The only son of the above
Who fell in action at the
Battle of the Somme
July 1st 1916 aged 33 years
‘His duty nobly done’

Sergeant 11287 William Taylor 6th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William was born in Little Lever, a son of William and Ellen Taylor.
He had an elder brother Samuel (b.1888) and another child died young.
The family lived at St. John’s Street in Little Lever (Bolton) in 1891.
On the 1901 census the family were at Tipping Street in Eccles.
By 1911 they were at Cromwell Road in Eccles.
On the census of that year father William is recorded as being a ‘power house over looker’ and his
son William as being a ‘shop assistant’ at the Eccles Co-op grocers.
William was a scholar at Patricroft Higher Grade school and at St. Andrew’s Church Sunday
school.
He enlisted in Captain Tweed’s Eccles battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
He was sergeant in the 6th platoon which was mainly Eccles men and was well liked by the men.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being
almost wiped out, William among them.
The local paper states: from being a boy on the milk carts, had risen in the confidence of the Eccles Co-operative Society
management as an assistant at the Central Stores he deemed it his duty to forgo his prospects there and answer the call of King and
country.
He was quickly promoted along with his mates Ben Broadhurst and Alick Thompson to form a trio of sergeants of whom the Co-op
were rightly proud.’
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Roll of Honour at Eccles Provident Industrial Cooperative Society and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot L grave 19798 reads
William Taylor
Son of the above
Killed in action in France July 1st 1916
Aged 26 years

Private 11270 James Town 5th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Regiment
James was born in 1897 in Patricroft, the only son of John and Annie Town
They also had a daughter Amy, who was born in Salford in 1894.
John married Ann Clark at Salford Church of the Ascension in 1888.
On the 1891 census they lived at Persia Street in Broughton and John’s occupation is a
warehouse man.
On the 1901 census the family lived at New Lane in Winton and John is recorded as being a
‘dispatcher’ for a printer.
By 1911 the family had moved to Armitage Street in Patricroft.
John is recorded packer at a printers and James an errand boy at Sever & Sons Printers in Manchester.
James was connected with the United Methodist Church and Sunday school.
He played football with Enfield F.C. inn the Eccles & District League.
He enlisted in Captain Tweed’s Eccles battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being
almost wiped out, James among them.
Private Jack Wilson wrote to the family, Wilson a fellow Patricroft comrade, said:
‘all the boys left send you their deepest sympathy in your sad bereavement and hope that you will take it that he died fighting for home,
King and freedom.’

James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at Ebenezer United Methodist Free
Church and at Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot C3 grave 7851 reads
James, son of the above
Lancs. Fus. Eccles Pals
Killed in action in France
July 1st 1916 aged 19 years

The Worsley Brothers: Leonard and William
Lance Corporal 11276 Leonard Hinde Worsley 7th platoon ‘B’ company 16th battalion Lancashire
Fusiliers
Leonard was born in Patricroft in 1896, the youngest of four sons to William and Elizabeth Ann
Worsley. William married Elizabeth Ann Tasker at Eccles Parish Church on 8th June 1889. The
other sons were William (b.1890), Harold (b.1892) and Matthew (b.1984).
Their only daughter, Constance, was born in 1901. The family lived at New Lane, Patricroft.
On the 1911 census father William is recorded as being a general labourer, while his son William is
a clerk in a general shipping company.
Leonard is still at scholar, first at Barton Wesleyan day school and then at Beech Street Council
School. A well liked lad in the district he played lacrosse for the Barton Hall Club.
He answered Captain Tweed’s call for an Eccles battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1914.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme 1st July 1916; the action resulted in the Eccles Pals being almost
wiped out. Leonard was killed in the action of the next day
The local paper states he
‘fell in the valiant effort of the Fusiliers to pass through the machine gun fire to the German trenches’
Leonard is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Peel Green Cemetery
Private 28579 William Worsley 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Was born in Patricroft the eldest son of William and Elizabeth Worsley (see above)
William was a clerk with James Edge, a colliery agent in Deansgate, Manchester.
He was ‘very popular and was a member of the United Methodist Church in Bridgewater Street Mission.
He was secretary and teacher in this Sunday school for over ten years and was also secretary of the newly
formed branch of the Sons of Temperance, held at the Mission’.
He enlisted on 1st March 1916, in the Derby group.
There is no record of how long William trained before going into action
The battalion’s first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to The Somme and joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade
th
(including the 11 battalion Lancashire Fusiliers) making a costly attack near Thiepval on the 3rd July.
The 25th Division and the 11th LF’s were in action at the Battle of Bazentin were the Division continued to carry out
operations on a small scale in the Ovillers area. Casualties were heavy, with no gains of any significance being
made. William was killed in this action on 16th July.
William is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Peel Green Cemetery
Plot K grave12539 reads
William Worsley
Son of above
Who was killed in France
July 16th 1916, aged 27 years
Also
Leonard H. Worsley
Son of above
Killed in France
July 2nd 1916, aged 20 years
Peace Perfect Peace

Sergeant 8398 Gerald Bamford 8th platoon ‘D’ company 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals)
Gerald (b.1888, Meltham) the second son of Henry (b. 1856, Meltham, Huddersfield) and Mary (b. 1862)
Henry Bamford married Mary Clayton in the December quarter of 1885 in Barton on Irwell.
They had three other sons, all born in Meltham, Norman (b.1887), William (b.1890) and Sidney (b.1892)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Cleveland House, Meltham (Huddersfield)
Henry was reported as being a ‘silk throwser’
On the 1901 census they were at Seedley Park Road, Pendleton and Henry was now a ‘cashier’
By the 1911 census the family were at Eccles New Road, Pendleton and Henry was reported as being a ‘casher’ at a
raw cotton merchants.
Gerald is reported as being a ‘shipping’ clerk at ‘cotton goods shipper’
Gerald Bamford married Elsie Riddle in the March quarter of 1915 in Chorlton
He enlisted shortly after the outbreak of the war, into the 17th battalion Manchester Regiment.
15 months of hard training complete and fully equipped the men of the 17th were now ready to deploy to France and
on the 8th November 1915 the Battalion, (less 3 Officers and 109 men with the regimental transport who had crossed
via Southampton to Le Havre the previous day,) left Amesbury station for Folkestone for overseas service.
He was involved in the actions leading up to the big ‘Somme’ push.
The assembly trenches for the 17th Battalion had been dug in two lines on the reverse slope of a slight rise and were,
therefore in dead ground.
1st July 1916, as the men awaited their allotted zero hour of 08:30 a rolling barrage of artillery fire crept forward
towards the village of Montauban as the 19th Manchester’s and the 17th Kings Liverpool Regiment prepared the way.
At 08:30 hours the 17th battalion left the assembly trenches and proceeded up the slight rise.
As the men reached the top of the slope some 100 yards in front of them, shrapnel and machine gun fire started to
take its toll.
The assault had, by necessity been carried out at slow walk as the amount of extra kit carried by the men made
anything else impossible.
3rd July of about 900 Officers and Men who went over the top 48 Hours previously, only eight Officers and 350 other
ranks had been left behind on the shattered battlefield.
Trones Wood and Guillemont
The assault and capture of the village of Montauban had been one of the few successes of an otherwise disastrous
1st July.
The 17th Manchesters had done all that was asked of it and as the men rested in the bivouac camp at Happy Valley
they assumed a move to the rear to reorganise and re-equip themselves would be the next move.
The Battalion had dwindled to just less than 450 all ranks.
The weather had taken a change for the worst and heavy rain washed the men out of their bivouacs.
Contrary to expectations, orders were received on the 7th July to “bomb up” and be ready to move at a moments
notice. At 12:00hours on the 8th July the 17th battalion were ordered into the assembly trenches at Oxford copse near
the village of Maricourt, arriving at 16:00hours
The acting Commanding Officer, Major Whitehead was still unsure of the battalion’s ultimate destination, but the
general opinion was that they were heading for Trones wood.
Tactically, Trones wood was of great importance.
Until the wood was taken, no attack could be made against the village of Guillemont, 800 yards to the East. The
village was a stronghold of the German second line defences and the whole Somme offensive would be held up until
it was captured.
The 17th battalion remained at Oxford copse until 01:00Hours on the 9th July when it moved across the old “No mans
land” it had crossed on the 1st July to Glatz redoubt.
The battalion was then ordered to proceed “At all speed” to the Briqueterie which it reached as daylight broke. An
attack was ordered on the Northern half of Trones wood within the hour and a conference of officers and N.C.O’s
was hastily convened where plans and arrangements were settled.
Unobserved by the enemy, the 17th battalion got into position South of Bernafay Wood and moved off towards
Trones Wood some 600 yards distant.
The first 200 yards were crossed without incident.

Then the battalion came under heavy shell fire from the front of the wood.
The men covered the distance with renewed vigour and entered the wood at a rush, chasing the enemy out of a
shallow trench, killing and capturing the majority. Few escaped.
The battalion now tried to consolidate their position on the North and Eastern sides of the wood, but the enemy put
down a terrific bombardment and the place became an absolute inferno.
One officer wrote: “It seemed as if every gun in the sector had been switched on to this one small area”.
Owing to the great number of casualties sustained in the bombardment it was found impossible to hold the entire
length of the wood and it was decided the North East and North West ends-where there were already some trenches
dug-should be consolidated.
A party of 3 Officers and 50 Men fought their way to the North Western end and consolidated and reversed the
German trenches.
Lieutenant McCardle and 6 men attempted to link up with a South African company who were supposed to be
holding a trench that linked Trones wood with Bernafay wood, but instead they encountered a small party of the
enemy, killing 3 and dispersing the rest.
Lieutenant McCardle and the 6 men returned safely.
The only survivor from the northern part of the wood was Sergeant Bingham, and he was wounded.
The denseness of the wood made it awkward to reorganise the various Companies as they were scattered over a
distance of about half a mile, making communication and movement in the fallen timber and thick undergrowth
almost impossible.
At about 14:00 hours, the Germans launched a counter attack from the South East of the wood, which was repulsed
and the position was established.
The bombardment intensified and losses continued to be heavy, so much so that orders were issued for the entire
evacuation of the wood.
As the evacuation was carried out, the Germans attacked in force at 16:15 hours and quickly occupied the entire
wood cutting of the detachments of ‘A’ and ‘B’ Companies in the North West of the wood.
The order to withdraw had not reached them and although the men held out for as long as was possible they were
eventually bombed out. A few men tried to escape across the open but were cut down by the enemy. None returned.
All were either killed or captured.
The 17th battalion’s casualties in the action amounted to 10 Officers and 196 men killed, wounded or missing.
(www.themanchesters.org)
Gerald at first was reported ‘missing during this action and his family appealed information about him
Manchester evening News 2nd September 1916
Sergeant Gerald Bamford, Manchester regiment, has been officially reported missing since July 10th.
Wife: Dorset Road, Levenshulme
Parents: Park Road, Pendleton
His elder brother Private 2283 Norman Bamford 21st / 6th battalion Manchester Regiment was killed in Gallipoli on 5th
June 1915.
Gerald is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Peel Green Cemetery.
Plot G grave 17534 reads
Gerald
Killed in France July 6th 1916
Aged 28 years

Not forgotten
William Edward Ashton
Plot E grave 16389 reads
Pte. Wm. Eddy Ashton son of the above
Killed in action at Salonica
Sept. 1916
Aged 18 years

Douglas Alexander
Byrne
Plot A grave 79 reads
Douglas Aleaxander
Son of above
Pte. K.O.S.B. killed in France
July 14th 1916 aged 27 years

Arthur Buckley
Plot L grave 19662 reads
Pte. Arthur Buckley 17th Manc. Regt.
Killed in action July 30th 1916
Aged 23 years

Walter Edmonds
Plot H grave 12327 reads
Their son
2nd Lieutenant 9th Cameronians
Killed in action 1916
Aged 25 years

Samuel Burgess
Plot J grave 13494 reads
Pte. Samuel Burgess son of
John & Jane Burgess
Died of wounds July 4th 1916
Aged 44 years
Interred at Warloy France

Septimus Ellithorn
Gollins
Plot P grave 15097 reads
Septimus Ellithorn Gollins
Killed in action in France
1st July 1916
Aged 35 years

William Hambleton
Plot L grave 19542 reads
William their son
Presumed killed in France July 2nd 1916
Aged 27 years

Claud Heath
Plot M grave 18438c reads
Claud their son
Who was killed in France
July 1st 1916
Aged 27 years

Ernest Warner
Plot E grave 16346 reads
Their son Ernest Warner
Who fell in France August 20th 1916
Aged 22 years

Thomas Muldroon
Plot B grave 5243 reads
Thomas Muldroon husband of above
Of the King’s Own Lancaster Regt.6th Battt
Died of wounds in Hospital in Malta
Aug. 25th 1916 aged 33 years

James Henry Reason
Plot A grave 3047 reads
L/Sergt Jas. H. Reason
20th Royal Fusiliers
Killed in action on the
Somme France
July 20th 1916 aged 24 years
Sadly missed by all who knew him

Albert Smith
Plot A2 grave 1171 reads
A. Smith L.F.
Killed in action 1916

Harry Douglas White
Plot H grave 11475 reads
Harry Douglas, son of
Caroline Lucy & William White
Killed in France Sep. 1916
aged 35 years

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact on of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

In this booklet the articles are written by Jean Coward
Peter Kilvert
Beryl Patten
Gerald Tidswell

This quarter we also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby
Duncan McCormick
Tony Flynn
Desmond Royle
John Hartley
CWGC
Alex Bolas

SWARM
Local History Library
Salford on Line
Volunteer at Imperial War Museum North
for use of information from the web site: www.hellfirecorner.co.uk

Whilst ‘Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust’ (the Trust), has taken all reasonable care in compiling this leaflet and
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content, given the range of sources from which the Trust
gathers information, the Trust can take no responsibility for any inaccuracies which may occur.
Furthermore the Trust will take no responsibility for any loss or damage whatsoever caused as a result of any
inaccuracy within the leaflet.

Back issues available at
http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

