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Company Sergeant Major 10839 Alfred Brady ‘A’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Alfred (b.1881, Salford) was a son of Charles (b.1841, Salford) and Elizabeth Brady (b.1845, Salford)
Charles Brady married Elizabeth Knowles at St. Simons Church, Salford during the March quarter of 1866
They had five other boys, all born in Salford; John (b.1870), Charles (b.1873), William (b.1876), Stephen (b.1884)
and Samuel (b.1886)
On the 1881 census the family lived in Wood Street, Salford and father was a ’fustian cutter’
They were at the same address on the 1891 census and father had the same job.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Quay Street, Salford, father still had the same job and Alfred’s occupation was
recorded as being a ‘marker up of cloth’
Alfred married Sarah Jane Burgess at Christ Church, Salford on 30th April 1904, sadly Sarah died less than a year
later, on 29th March 1905 aged 28 years.
Alfred then married Annie Lowndes Aldersley at St. James’s Church in Broughton on 11th July 1906.
Oddly on the 1911 census she is recorded as ‘Hannah’
The family are living at Wood Street, Salford and Alf is a ‘marker up’ at a shippers.
They have three children, Sidney (b.1907, Salford), Alfred (b. 1909, Salford) and Margaret (b. 1910, Salford)
They have another child, Annie, in 1914. Also living with them was Alf’s mother Elizabeth and two of his brothers,
William and Samuel.
At the time of him enlisting he was employed by J. Stevenson &Co., Cartside Street, Manchester
Alf enlisted in October 1914 and by the end of the year his ‘marked ability’ saw him quickly promoted to sergeant.
He went on to qualify as a physical training instructor at Aldershot and received the ‘badge of crossed swords’.
During November 1915 he was again promoted, this time to Company quartermaster sergeant (CQMS) of ‘B’
company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals).
His next promotion during 1916 was to Company Sergeant Major this time in ‘A’ company
His battalion attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals
being almost wiped out; Alf was killed in this action.
See battalion war diary entry (Private 27467 Samuel Jones)
Alf is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Connaught, The Roll of Honour at Sacred Trinity Church, Salford and
at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot L grave 1020 reads
Loving Memory
C.S.M. Alfred Brady
Beloved husband of
Annie L. Brady
Killed in France July 1st 1916
Aged 36 years
Physical training instructor cap badge

Corporal 1174 John William Anderson 12th battalion Manchester Regiment

Plot J grave 2764 at Weaste Cemetery reads
John William
Their beloved son
Killed in action 1916
Aged 30 years
Their name liveth for evermore
Angles all

Private 8392 Arthur Edward Bennett 4th platoon ‘A’ company 17th battalion Manchester
Regiment

Plot J grave 1999 Weaste Cemetery reads
Arthur E. their beloved son
Killed in France July 1st 1916
Aged 24 years

Lance Corporal 8393 Albert Edward Bennett 3rd platoon ‘A’ company 17th battalion
Manchester Regiment
Albert was born in Crewe in 1899 a son of William Henry and Annie Bennett
Both William and Annie were born in Shropshire, He in Ludlow and her in Craven Arms
In 1891 William and Annie were living at Gordon Street in Wavertree, Liverpool and he was a
‘railway porter’
In 1901 they were at Frances Street in Monks Coppenhall near Nantwich
William was now an ‘assurance agent’
On the 1911 census the family were at Weaste Lane in Salford and William was now a ‘carter’
Albert was still at school.
It is not known when Albert enlisted but he must have been special lad to be a Lance Corporal
at the age of 18 years.
During the Battle of the Somme his battalion were in action to defend Montauban
With ‘B’ company under the command of Lieutenant Mansergh in Nord Alley and the orchards
to the east of the village, Albert and the rest of‘A’ company took up defensive positions to the
north of them and facing Bernafay Wood, under the command of Lieutenant Humphrey.
The enemy artillery, having been badly damaged, did not greatly interfere with the work of
evacuation of wounded, bringing up of supplies and consolidation which now began in earnest.
However, enemy shellfire falling on Montauban Alley, the village defences and on the old no
man’s land intensified and stayed heavy, causing many casualties and making relief and resupply very problematic for the tired units now holding the new positions.
Major Macdonald’s entry in the War Diary continued ‘Parties were set to work at once to consolidate Strong
points & the perimeter. The digging of trenches was very difficult owing to the fact that the village was a mess of shell holes & loose
crumbling earth. The total inadequacy of trenches in such a soil was abundantly proved in the next 48 hrs.” He continued “Practically
no dug-out shelters were available for men & casualties were heavy from the commencement of the bombardment. The enemy was
making accurate observation of the village during the whole of our tenure of it & his shooting was extraordinarily good. No sooner did
a working party commence to work on a new bit of trench then shells rained upon them’
During the German bombardment of the newly won British line, 8361 Private Albert Alton of 1st
platton ‘A’ company’s was cited for bravery, the citation reads “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty. During a heavy bombardment a trench was blown in several places and several men were buried. He at once started to dig them
out under a very heavy fire, and rescued two men single-handed. He behaved in a most cool and courageous manner throughout the
bombardment.”
He was later award the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his actions that day.
‘A’ company, developing positions facing Longueval and Bernafay Wood
90th Brigade War Diary notes:
‘The consolidation of the village defences with efforts frustrated by a sustained retaliation by the German artillery from 1.45pm.
Enemy started bombarding MONTAUBAN from NW (3 guns 10.5 cm) causing heavy casualties amongst garrison particularly 17th
Manchester’s.”
Albert was killed during this action
Albert is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot 36 grave 57 reads
L/Cpl Albert Edward Bennett
17th M/c Pal
Son of above
Who was killed in action July 2nd 1916
Aged 18 years
Duty Nobly Done

Private 22678 Herbert Blacklock 23rd battalion Manchester Regiment

Plot 32 grave 2743 at Weaste Cemetery (photo above) reads
Herbert Blacklock
Killed in action – France 1916
Aged 32 years

Private 6241 David Benson 11th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers

Private 36648 John Blythe 13th Infantry Machine Gun Corps

Private 16604 George Dawson 1st battalion Border Regiment.
George (b.1894, Salford) the eldest son of Thomas (b.1867, Salford) and Minnie (b.1866, Manchester)
Thomas Dawson married Minnie Midgley at Christ Church, Salford on 7th April 1888.
They had four other children, all born in Salford, Emma (b.1892) Alice (b.1899), Thomas (b.1903) and Harry
(b.1906). Sadly three other children died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at West Chrles Street, Salford and Thomas was reported as being a ‘boiler
maker’s riveter’
On the 1901 census they were at Birley Street, Pendleton and Thomas is now reported as being a ‘painter and paper
hanger’
Thomas died on 21st February 1906, aged 39 years
By the 1911 census the family were now at Gardenwall Street, Salford.
Head of the household was widow Minnie who was working as a calico printer in a cotton works.
George was working as an ‘iron dresser’ at an electrical engineers.
Prior to the war George had worked for Gresham and Craven engineers and attended Christ Church.
George enlisted on 7th November 1914 and after training sent to the Dardanelles.
At the outbreak on war on 4th August 1914 the 1st battalion Border Regiment were stationed at Maymyo, Burma.
On the 13th November 1914, George was ‘fined 7 days pay for being abscent for 7 days,
On 9th December 1914 they embarked for England from Bombay landing at Avonmouth.
George joined the battalion on 24th October 1914
On 10th January 1915 they moved to Rugby to join the 87th Brigade of the 29th Division.
On 17th March the battalion mobilised for war and embarked for Gallipoli from Avonmouth via Alexandria and
Mudros.
28th March 1915 George was fined 7 days pay for being absent 7 days
25th April the battalion landed at Cape Helles, Gallipoli and engaged in various actions against the Turkish Army.
On 27th July 1915 George was ‘fined’ 14 days pay for being absent for fifteen minutes short of 8 days
On 9th January 1916 the battalion, along the rest of the Allies troops, was evacuated to Mudros due to heavy
casualties from combat, disease and severe weather, and then moved to Alexandria in Egypt.
On 11th March 1916 the battalion was then moved to France
On the 19th March, George was admitted to hospital suffering from influenza. He was returded to the battalion on 1st
April.
George was killed in the action at the Somme on 1st July (See Corporal 19337 George William Earle for further
details)
A comrade of George writes in a letter to Mrs Dawson:
"We were always good chums in the battalion and we promised to write to each others parents if anything happened to us.
Your beloved son was killed by my side and it was the greatest shock to me to find that he was dead when I had thought he was asleep.
His death must have been instantaneous for he never murmured.
It will be a great relief to you that your son died a hero's death."
George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Rolls of Honour at St. Stephen’s Church, Salford and
at Weaste Cemetery
Plot L grave 1133 reads
Pte. George Dawson
1st Border Regt.
The beloved son of above
Who was killed in France
July 1st 1916, aged 22 years
His duty nobly done

Corporal 19337 George William Earle 1st battalion Border Regiment
William George Earl was born in 1877 at Greenoch in Scotland to William and Mary.
When he was 3 years old the family moved from Greenoch to Salford.
His sister Mary was born on 2nd February 1880 in Salford.
They were recorded as living at Fishers Court, Greengate, Salford on 1881 census.
On the 1901 census William was recorded as being a ‘tar worker’ and living with his parents and siblings in
Richmond Street, Salford
William married Ada Kay on the 19th December 1903 in the parish of St. Matthias, Salford
On the 1911 census the family are living at Albert Terrace, Salford and William is recorded as being ‘a brattine cloth
maker’ for coal pit and they have three children George (b.1905, Manchester) Ada (b.1906, Salford) and Agnes
(b.1908, Salford).They had thee further children Albert (b.1911, Salford) William (b.1912, Salford) and Ellen (b.1915,
Salford)
George enlisted in January 1915 with the 1st Border Regiment and after training was drafted to the Dardanelles and
was with the 29th Division in many fights.
After the evacuation of the Dardanelles his battalion was sent to France in March 1916.
From War Diary 1st battalion Border Regiment
Place:
Date Time
Summary of Events & Information
The Battalion (less 10%) advanced just south of BEAUMONT HAMEL, their objective
Front 1st July 07:30 being BEAUCOURT REDOUBT.
Line
1916
The 2nd South Wales Borders, whose objective was the first two German lines, were
wiped out by machine gun fire in our own wire.
The 1st Battalion Border Regiment then went over the top from our support line and over
our first line, the bridges over our front trench having been ranged by the German
machine gunners the day previously.
We met with heavy losses, while crossing these bridges and passing through the lanes
out in our wire.
The men were absolutely magnificent, and formed up as ordered outside our wire, made
a right incline and advanced into “No man’s land” at a slow walk, also as ordered.
The advance was continued until only little groups of half a dozen men were left here
and there, finding that no reinforcements were in sight, took cover in shell-holes or
wherever they could.
08:00 The advance was brought entirely to a standstill
08:15 Enemy re-opened his bombardment on our trenches, for which our guns retaliated.
Lieut-Col Ellis having been wounded and brought in by Private Newcombe (No. 8409)
09:15 Major Meiklejohn (who had been in command of the 10%) assumed command of the
Battalion, and collected all the men in line as ordered by the Brigadier.
The 10% ordered back to reserve line, where they stayed until next morning.
10:30 Advance definitely given up in this sector.
The Battalion strength of those who took part in advance: Officers
23
Other ranks 809
Causalities
Officers
Other Ranks

Killed

Wounded

Missing

2
64

12
411

6
144

George was one of the wounded. He was hit by shrapnel in the back, arms and thigh.
After treatment in the local clearing station he was sent back to England for further treatment

Writing to Mrs. Earle on July 4th, Nurse F.McMahon says: ‘In visiting the 14th General Hospital, France, I came across your dear husband; William G. Earle, Border Regiment, who was a patient
there suffering with wounds but I am pleased to say that he was feeling a bit better and let us hope, please God, that it won’t be long
before he is well again. He is in good hands who are doing all they can for his comfort and he hopes that in a day or two he may be on
his way to England, to one of the hospitals in the Homeland; but he will write and let you know which hospital, so you can write to him.
In the meantime he is anxious that you must not worry, as he has confidence in those who are looking after him. I will in all probability
be seeing him tomorrow and if there is anything I can do for him it will give me great pleasure to do so.
He has asked me to convey his love to you and the dear children, hoping that you are all keeping well’

Mrs. Earle has also received the following letter from the Rev. M. Dispres, Chaplin of the 14th Stationary Hospital,
Boulogne Base: ‘When on my hospital rounds this afternoon I came across your husband, Lance Corporal W.G. Earle №
19337, 1st Border Regiment in № 14 General Hospital, where he is receiving every attention. He wished me to let you know that he is
getting along well. He has been wounded in many places, once in the right leg, again in the right arm and twice in the back. He was
operated upon this morning and all the lead was removed and the wounds thoroughly cleansed. He was coming through the operation
splendidly and there is no need for any anxiety. He sends his best love to his wife and children.
With every good wish.’

From local newspaper: Lance Corporal W.G. Earle Military Funeral
A military funeral, which attracted large concourses of people, took place on Saturday afternoon.
The body of Lance Corporal Wm. George Earle, of the Border Regiment was brought from Brook War Hospital, Woolwich, where he had
died on July 10th from shrapnel wounds in the back, arms and thigh, on the 12th to Briggs Street, Adelphi, Salford.
A contingent of the Manchester Regiment from Ardwick, including carriers, buglers and firing party, attended and accompanied the
funeral cortege to Weaste Cemetery.
In the four carriages were the relatives and six work mates from Messer’s. Briggs’s of Mount Street, where the deceased was
formerly employed.
The coffin was on an open hearse.
The Rev. W.Cole (Rector of St. Matthias Church) officiated at the cemetery.
At the concluding of the service the “Last Post” was sounded.
It need hardly be stated that en route to the cemetery large crowds of people watched the funeral procession.
Earle was 39 years of age and leaves a widow and six children.
He joined the Army in January 1915 and trained at Shoeburyness.
In July 1915, he went out to the Dardanlles and was in the battle of 21st August with the 29th Division.
He was then transferred with his Regiment to France in March 1916 and was wounded on July 1st
The deceased was well known in the Adelphi.

The following pages, kindly provide by William’s family are from his diary, transcribed
by Gary Helsby (SWARM)

William is remembered on two headstones at
Weaste Cemetery

Plot B24 grave 3736 reads (CWGC headstone)
19337 L. Cpl
W.G. Earle
Border Regiment
10th July 1916

Plot J grave 2577 reads (Family headstone)
L/Cpl William George Earle
1st battalion Border Regiment
Who died of wounds
July 10th 1916
Aged 38 years

Private 9033 Emrys Edwards, 17th battalion Manchester Regiment.
Emrys Edwards was born in Salford, the youngest child of Welsh parents and became a Yarn Agent before enlisting
in the Manchester Regiment.
He was killed on the first day of the Battle of the Somme, on 1st July 1916, aged 23.
He was born in 1892 in Broughton, Salford.
His father was Richard Edwards (born 1842 in Llanbedr, Denbighshire) who was a collector of poor rates.
His mother was Anne Edwards (born 1853 at Bethesda, Caernarvonshire).
In 1881, before Emrys was born, his parents were living at 14 York Street Broughton with their children Adeline (born
1877 in Broughton), John R (born 1878 in Broughton) and Miriam (born 1880 in Broughton), although she was to die
in 1886 aged 7 years.
In 1891, the family was still living in York Street, Broughton.
Adeline was 14 and John R was 13 and an Assistant to the Registrar of Births and Deaths.
Additions to the family (all born in Broughton) were Owen T (born 1882), Annie (born 1883), Lizzie (born 1885), Lloyd
H (born 1887), Idwal (born 1890 and died 1892 aged 23 months) and Dilys Grace (born 1891). Another child Richard
was born in March 1895 and died on 19th May 1895 aged 2 months.
Father Richard died on 20th January 1896 aged 53.
The 1901 census shows Emrys for the first time.
The family was living at 25, York Street, Broughton, with his widowed mother as head aged 49.
John R was aged 23 and a shipping clerk, Owen was 19 and a cabinet maker, Annie was 19 and a milliner, Lizzie
was 16 and Emrys was 8.
In 1911 at the same address John R was 33 and a mantle town salesman, Owen was 29 and an insurance agent,
Annie was 28 and was shown as ware house millinery, Lizzie was 26, Lloyd was 24 and an instruments stock clerk in
a warehouse and Emrys was 18 and a yarn agent.
Emrys Edwards enlisted in the 17th battalion, Manchester Regiment, (2nd City Pals).
The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Sir Daniel McCabe had made a special appeal in the Manchester Guardian and the
Evening Chronicle and by the 3rd September 1914 the 17th battalion was complete.
The battalion moved to Heaton Park on 19th September, moved to Grantham, Lincolnshire on 24th April 1915 and on
to Lark Hill, Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire on 7th September.
Then on 8th November they transferred to Folkestone for embarkation to Boulogne.
Training continued at various places in France and they stayed at Montrelet over Christmas.
On 9th January 1916 they moved up to Suzanne and were heavily shelled.
During 1916, the battalion relieved other battalions at the Front and were relieved themselves, on the front line
encountering shell fire and snipers. On 18th June they were engaged in training, preparing for the big battle to come.
Finally at 22:00hours on 30th June, the 17th battalion was moved to the assembly trenches to the south of Cambridge
Copse near the village of Maricourt.
On 1st July they went over the top to charge the German defences about 3,000 yards distant.
It was on this charge that Private Emrys Edwards was struck by a German sniper and was killed instantaneously.
He is commemorated at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at Sacred Trinity Church and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 33 grave 149 reads
Emrys
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Aged 23 years
Greater love hath no man than this

Private 25093 Arthur Edward Evans, 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Arthur Edward Evans was born in Salford and worked as a municipal office clerk before
enlisting in the 2nd Salford Pals.
He was killed in action at the battle of the Somme, on 2nd July 1916, aged 37 and is
remembered on the family grave in the Non-Conformist part of Weaste Cemetery.
He was born in 1879 in Salford.
His father was Arthur Evans (born 1852 in Salford) who was a Surveyor and his mother was
Jane (nee Frankland) Evans (born 1856 in Salford).
The couple married in 1878 in Salford by Registrar.
The 1881 census shows the family was living at 6, Crescent View, Salford.
Arthur was aged 28, Jane was 24, Arthur Edward was 2 and John (born 1881 in Salford) was aged 0. However,
tragedy was to strike on 17th March 1886 as Jane died at the young age of 29, when Arthur Edward was only 7 years
old.
In 1891, the “extended” family was living at West High Street, Salford.
Arthur was a widower aged 38, Arthur Edward was aged 11 and John was aged 10.
Also in the house were Arthur’s 74-year-old widowed mother Mary Evans, his sister Emily who was a 32-year-old,
single, School Mistress, his widowed sister Emma Lloyd aged 29, dressmaker, his 4-year-old niece Mary Lloyd and
1-year-old niece Emily Lloyd.
The 1901 census shows Arthur as 48 year old and a land surveyor, living at 2, Windsor, Salford, with sons Arthur
Edward aged 21, clerk in a school office and John aged 20, plumber, plus his mother, two sisters and two nieces.
In 1903, 51-year-old Arthur married again to 48-year-old Annie Bagshaw in Salford by Registrar, but sadly she was to
die just two years later on 30th Sept 1905 aged 50.
The 1911 census reveals that the family was living at 122, Weaste Lane, Pendleton, Salford.
Arthur is 58 and a surveyor in municipal service, Arthur Edward is 31, single and a clerk in municipal service. Other
members of the household are Ethel Frankland Evans, daughter, aged 25, Alice Frankland Bagshaw, niece aged 28
and John Frankland Bagshaw.
In 1913 Arthur Edward married Nellie Hall in Salford.
Arthur Edward Evans joined the 16th battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd Salford Pals) when it was formed in
November 1914. They moved to Conway in North Wales on 11th February 1915, to join the 15th battalion for training.
On 21st June 1915 both battalions moved to Catterick Bridge and joined the 96th Brigade of the 32nd
Division. Then on to Codford on the Salisbury Plain on 13th August 1915.
The Division was mobilised for war on 22nd November 1915 and landed at Boulogne.
They took part in the battle of Albert (1st to 13th July 1916) which was part of the battle of the Somme.
Private Evans was killed in action on 2nd July. He was aged 37.
The notice in the Manchester Evening News read,
“Mr Arthur Evans, Chief Highways Surveyor to the Salford Corporation has just received information that his eldest son Arthur
Edward Evans has been killed during the advance in France. Evans, who was 37 years of age and married lived in Barff Road, Pendleton,
and prior to joining the Lancashire Fusiliers shortly after the outbreak of the war, was employed for about 20 years in the Education
Department”.
Arthur is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour Salford Corporation and Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot 32 grave 2553 reads
Arthur Edward 16th batt
Beloved husband of Nellie and son of above
Killed in action on the Somme France
July 1st 1916 aged 37 years

Private 22326 Joseph Firth, 96th company Machine Gun Corps.
Joseph Firth enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, but was transferred to the Machine Gun Corps.
He was killed in action on the Somme on 3rdJuly 1916.
He was born in 1893 in Hulme, Manchester.
His father was Joseph Firth (born 1867 in Manchester) who was a labourer and the son of Elisha and Jane Firth. His
mother was Ruth (nee Parker) Firth (born in Hadley, Shropshire), the daughter of Benjamin and Hannah Parker.
The couple were married at St Paul’s, New Cross, Manchester in 1888.
In 1891, just before young Joseph was born, his parents were living a Newby Street, Manchester with their two sons
Thomas (born 1889 in Manchester) and Elisha (born 1891 in Manchester).
The next census available is for 1911, the family is living at 2, Meyer View, Eccles New Road, Salford. Joseph Snr is
aged 44 and a dock labourer, Ruth is also 44, Thomas is aged 22 and a railway car cleaner, Elisha is aged 20 and a
railway capstan man, Joseph jnr is aged 18 and a shipping clerk, Charles Henry is aged 15 and a bottle labeller, and
Fred is aged 13 and at school.
When war was declared, Joseph enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers, Salford Pals, with the service number 13377,
but at some point he was transferred to the Machine Gun Corps.
The Machine Gun Corps is probably one of the most difficult Great War Units to research, as it had no pre-war
history and was disbanded shortly after the War finished.
There were over 100,000 serving soldiers plus officers at its peak.
It seems that the Army establishment wanted to forget that the Corps ever existed and records were destroyed.
The Corps recruited the best officers and men and depleted the established Regiments.
It was very successful, and in two years it was a model of ruthless efficiency and operational supremacy.
Units of the Machine Gun Corps were attached to various Regiments and it possible that he fought with the Salford
Pals at the Somme.
The following newspaper obituary is headed
“Three Brothers Fight Together”.
Private Joseph Firth of the Lancashire Fusiliers, whose parents live at 2, Meyer View, Eccles New Road, Salford, was killed on 3rd July.
He was one of three brothers who took part in the advance with the Salford Brigade, while a fourth is ready for active service. He was
24 years of age and was formerly with *Messrs Felber, Jucker and Co of Peter Street, Manchester, and later with the Manchester Ship
Canal Co..
*Felber, Jucker and Co, was a well-established Shipping company at 29 Peter Street, Manchester.
Grace’s Guide shows that the company was founded in 1860 by Jean Felber, taken over by Jacques Jucker in 1885
and became a private limited company in 1912.
A description in 1914 states: Engineers, merchants and ship agents: “Asbestilite” brand of asbestos-cement slates,
plain and corrugated sheets, exporting of machinery, engineering work in general, shipping of coal and other
merchandise to all parts, importing of paper, papermakers’ raw materials, timber, hard and soft woods, and finished
and manufactured woodwork. Employees: 87.
Joseph is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A3 grave 323 reads
Joseph
Son of the above
Killed in action on the Somme
July 3rd 1916 aged 23 years
At rest

Private 13692 William Stopford Harrison, 7th battalion East Lancashire Regiment.
William Stopford Harrison was from Liverpool, but lived in Salford when he enlisted.
He died from poison gas at the battle of the Somme on 26th July 1916, age 22.
William was born in 1893 in Kirkdale, Liverpool.
His father was John Stopford Harrison (born 1872 in West Derby, Liverpool), who was a stevedore at Salford docks.
His mother was Lily (nee Birtles) Harrison (born 1871 in Liverpool).
The couple were married on 27th September 1891 at St Peter’s Church, Liverpool.
She was the daughter of Joseph Birtles of Liverpool.
By 1891, the couple had moved to Salford and were living at 172, Hulton Street, with their children John (born 1892
in Liverpool), William Stopford, George Henry (born 1897 in Salford), Samuel (born 1899 in Salford) and Robert
Dudley Birtles (born 1901 in Salford).
Sadly, Lily died in 1904 at the age of just 32, when William was only 11 years old.
His father John remarried later that year to Sarah A Vere at St Cyprian’s Church, Salford.
Sarah (born 1864 at Handley, Staffs) was the widow of Henry Vere (who was also a stevedore) and the daughter of
William Clarkson.
The 1911 census shows that the family was now living at 110, Howard Street, Salford.
Father John was aged 39 and an assistant superintendent stevedore, Sarah Ann was aged 47, John jnr was 18 and
a postman, William Stopford was 17 and a house jobber property repairer, George Henry was 14 and an apprentice
engineer, Samuel Samson was 12 and Robert Dudley Birtles was 10.
Also in the house were two sons of Sarah Anne: William Albert Vere aged 20 who was a clerk and Henry George
Vere aged 16 who was a warehouse boy, and an adopted son Charles Frederick Turner aged 24 who was a dock
labourer.
The 7th battalion, East Lancashire Regiment was raised at Preston in August 1914 as part of K2 and came under the
command of 56th Brigade, 19th (Western) Division.
They moved to Tidworth and were in billets in Andover in December 1914.
They moved to Clevedon in February 1915 and on to Perham Down in late March for final training.
They proceeded to France on 18th July 1915, concentrating near Saint Omar.
Their first action was at Pietre in a diversionary action supporting the battle of Loos, (25th September to 8th October
1915). The battle of Loos saw the first use of a gas cloud weapon by the British Army on the western front. During
the winter and spring the 7th battalion was initiated into the arduous routine of trench warfare.
The battle of the Somme opened on 1st July 1916.
The Germans were protected by a three trench systems and behind many layers of barbed wire.
The battles during this campaign were to last until 18th November, but it was on 26th July that Private William
Stopford Harrison was overcome by poisonous gas and died in action.
The newspaper report said
“Private W.S.Harrison, East Lancashire Regiment, whose home was Liverpool St, Seedley is officially reported to have died of gas
poisoning”.
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at Salford Central Mission, and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot G grave 975 reads
William Stopford Harrison
Son of the above
Fell in action France July 1916

Sergeant 8197 Mark Jackson 17th battalion, Manchester Regiment.
Mark Jackson was a Shipping Clerk before joining the 17th battalion (2nd City Pals) of the
Manchester Regiment. He was killed in action during the battle of the Somme near Montauban
on 1st July 1915 aged 25.
He was born in the third quarter of 1891 in Salford.
His father was Henry Jackson (born 1864 in Salford) who was a warehouseman.
His mother was Mary Ellen (nee Walker) Jackson (born 1866 in Salford).
The couple were married in 1887 at St. Simon’s Church, Salford.
In 1891 (before Mark was born), they were living in Salmon Street, Salford with their first two
children John Henry (born 1888 in Salford) and James (born 1890 in Salford).
In 1895, when Mark was only 4 years old, his mother died aged only 29, leaving Henry with four young children.
Mark’s younger brother Thomas, had been born in 1895 (suggesting that Mary Ellen could have died in childbirth).
The 1901 census reveals that the family was living with Henry’s sister Elizabeth at 4, Dean Road Salford.
John Henry was 13, James was 11 and Mark was 9, (no record of young Thomas). In the 4th quarter of 1901 there
was a death of a Henry Jackson which could be Mark’s father.
In 1911, the census shows that Mark was still living with his Aunty Elizabeth at 84 Edward Street, Broughton, but
father Henry was not present.
Mark’s brothers John Henry aged 23, James aged 21 and Thomas aged 15 were also present.
The 17th battalion Manchester Regiment (2nd City Pals) was formed when an appeal by Lord Mayor Sir Daniel
McCabe was published in the Manchester Guardian on 31st August 1914 and the Evening Chronicle on 2nd
September. The very next day the battalion was fully subscribed.
On 19th September they were installed in tents at Heaton Park in north Manchester and commenced training. On 24th
April they moved to Belton Park in Grantham and on 7th September 1915 they were moved to Salisbury Plain. After
15 months of training they were ready for France and on 8th November, crossed the Channel from Folkestone to
Boulogne. There followed further training and familiarisation with trenches.
In June they moved up to the Somme in readiness for the great battle.
At 08:30 hours on 1st July the 17th Manchester’s made their way at a walking pace up a slight incline, towards the
village of Montauban.
At the top of the incline, some 100 yards away, shrapnel and machine gun fire started to take its toll.
The going was also made difficult as the ground had been badly cut up by the Allied bombardment.
Advance was held up for 45 minutes as further Allied shelling was falling short.
Some of the soldiers made it to the German lines and there was some confusion as German soldiers were
surrendering and some were fleeing.
However the death toll was very high and included Sergeant Mark Jackson, killed in action on 1st July 1916.
The newspaper report says:
“Sgt. Mark Jackson, whose relatives live at 54, Edward St, Broughton, was killed on July 1. He was 25 years of age, and previous to
joining the colours was employed by Messrs Delaney and Co, Manchester, for twelve years. He was connected with St Simon’s Church
and assisted the school football team”.
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Simon’s Church and Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot J grave 377 reads
Sergt. Mark Jackson
17th batt Man Regt
Their beloved son
Killed in action in France
July 1st 1916, aged 25 years
Duty called and he was ready

Private 19124 William Jones 13th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
William was born in Manchester in 1890, a son of John (b. 1851, Marlborough) and Emma (b.
1852, Manchester) Jones.
They had eight other children, all born in Manchester.
Elizabeth (b.1876), Emma (b.1878), Edward (b.1882), Charles (b.1884), Charlotte (b.1886), John
(b.1888), Annie (b.1892) and James (b.1894).
John married Emma Wilson during the December quarter of 1875 in Manchester.
On the1881 Census the family lived at Leybourne Street, Broughton and John is recorded as
being a ‘horse keeper’
On the 1891 census the family have moved to Grosvenor Street, Manchester and John is now recorded as being a
‘foreman horse keeper’
By the 1901 census the family is back in Broughton, this time at Tully Street, John is still recorded as being a ‘horse
keeper’ and Elizabeth is a ‘school teacher’ Edward and Charles are both ‘fishmongers’.
Charlotte is recorded as being a ‘pupil teacher’
Sadly Emma died 27th August 1908 aged 56 years.
The 1911 census finds the family living at Duncombe Street, Brought, father is still a ‘horse keeper’, for a carriage
company, Charlotte is now a ‘teacher’ employed by the county council, John and William are ‘butchers’ and William is
an apprentice ‘cabinet maker’
William enlisted on 7th September 1914; his occupation was noted as being a ‘butcher’.
He joined13th battalion King's Regiment (Liverpool) which was raised at Seaforth in September 1914, which
assembled in the area around Salisbury.
The 13th Kings Liverpool was initially attached as Army Troops to 25th Division.
In February 1915 they transferred to 76th Brigade in same Division. They proceeded to France on the 27th September
1915, landing at Le Havre and concentrating in the area of Nieppe.
On 15th October 1915 the Battalion transferred with 76th Brigade to 3rd Division then on the 23rd October the battalion
transferred to 8th Brigade, still in 3rdDivision.
On 4th April 1916 they transferred to 9th Brigade, 3rd Division.
In 1916 they took part in the actions of the Bluff and St Eloi Craters then moved to the Somme area for the Battle of
Albert.
After surviving these actions, William was in another large battle.
The 13th battalion who were part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Division took part in the Battle of Bazentin Ridge on the
13th / 14th of July 1916.
The attack was preceded by an artillery bombardment which began on 11th July.
The attack itself began at 03:25 hours, after a five minute bombardment.
The short bombardment and the unexpected dawn attack caught the Germans by surprise, and along most of the
line the initial attack was successful.
From right to left, the 9th Division (including the 13th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment) successfully captured most
of the village of Longueval, but was unable to clear the Germans out of the northern part of the village.
To their left the 8thBrigade of the 3rd Division was briefly help up by uncut wire, but was able to advance after the
German position was outflanked
The 9th Brigade captured Bazentin le Grand despite encountering machinegun fire.
Next in line the 7th Division attack captured the German front line at 03:25 hours, mostly because it had been
effectively destroyed by the artillery, and then captured Bazentin le Grand Wood.
During this period a number of Germans were seen retreating towards High Wood, on the next defensive line (the
Switch) but were killed before they could reach it.
By 07:30 hours the division had captured Bazentin le Petit.
Finally, on the left the 21st Division captured Bazentin le Petit wood and helped clear the village.
The initial attack had captured the German second position along a 6,000 yard front.

To the right of the main attack, the 18th Division spent the morning clearing Trones wood, to prevent the Germans
using it to fire into the side of the main attack.
By 10:00 hours there was no German resistance around High Wood – several British officers advanced towards the
wood without coming under fire.
Major-General Watts, commander of the 7th Division, wanted to advance into the woods, a move that may well have
broken the Switch line before it was fully formed.
Instead, he was ordered to wait for the cavalry to come forward, as had originally been planned.
The cavalry did not arrive until the evening, and the attack did not begin 19:00 hours.
The cavalry reached the woods, but had trouble advancing through the trees.
They were able to capture the southern part of the woods, but the Germans held on to a line at the northern edge of
the wood.
That night the German high command rushed its reserves to the area, and the best chance for a breakthrough was
gone.
The relative ease with which the British captured their objectives on 14th July was not reflected in the casualty figures
for the day – 9,194 casualties were suffered on the day. (www.historyofwar.org)
Sadly, William was one of those killed in action on 14th July.

William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot L grave 862 reads
William Jones
The beloved fifth son of the above
Killed in action in France
July 14th 1916 aged 26 years

Manchester Evening News 4th August 1916

Manchester Evening News 14th July 1917

Lance Corporal 11011 Richard Rhodes 1st battalion Cameronians
Richard (b.1893, Eccles) was a son of Thomas (b.1861, London) and Mary (b.1871, Eccles) Rhodes.
Thomas married Mary Ellen Jones in Salford during the March quarter of 1897.
In total they had thirteen children, sadly seven died young.
The others that lived are John (b. 1892, Eccles), Daniel (b.1897, Weaste), Sarah (b.1903, Weaste), David (b.1904,
Weaste) and William (b.1910, Pendleton)
On the 1901 census the family were living at Robinson’s Buildings, Pendleton and Thomas is recorded as being a
‘labourer at a gas works’
On the 1911 census the family are at Hayfield Street, Pendleton, Thomas is still a ‘labourer at a gas works’
and Richard is recorded as being a ‘labourer above ground’ at a coal pit.
Richard who was an ‘army reservist’ was called up at the outbreak of work and rejoined his battalion which
was in Glasgow during August 1914.
They left by train for Southampton late on 13th August 1914.
Next day, embarked on the SS "Caledonia" and sailed for La Harve and landed there on the 15th as lines of
Communication troops.
On 22nd August 1914 they came under orders of 19th Infantry Brigade, which was not allocated to a Division but was
an independent command at this time.
On 12th October 1914 they were transferred with Brigade to 6th Division.
On 31st May 1915 they were transferred with Brigade to 27th Division.
On 19th August 1915 they were transferred with Brigade to 2nd Division.
25th November 1915 they were again transferred with Brigade this time to 33rd Division.

Xmas 1914
Christmas Day in the freezing trenches of the First World War may be best remembered for a football match in no
man’s land between British and German troops.
But there was one regiment that wanted nothing to do with fraternising with an enemy, even during a brief spell of
peace and goodwill, as some recently discovered photographs reveal.
The 1st battalion Cameronians, formed primarily of men from the tough streets of Glasgow, made it clear there would
be no festive spirit shared with a foe who had been trying to shoot them the day before.
As the rain fell incessantly on Christmas Day, 1914, the shouted invitations from the opposing trenches a few yards
away to join their German adversaries met with a typically blunt Scots reply.
After a German soldier shouted,
“Tommy, Tommy, why you not come across?”
A gruff Glaswegian voice responded:
“Cause we don’t trust you and ye hae been four months shooting at us.”
(By Telegraph Reporter)
After seeing action all over the Western Front they took part in the Battle of Bazentin Ridge
20th July 1916
The weather was poor for the next few days after the first failed attack on High wood, with rain on the 16th and the
skies overcast and cloudy after that.
The next attack took place in the early morning of the 20th July.
A bombardment commenced at 02:55 hours, followed forty minutes later by an infantry attack.
The battalions taking part again marched up past Crucifix Corner, and in some cases up to the site of the Bazentinle-Petit windmill.
This was located on a ridge, and was used for observation and as a signallers post whilst the assaults on High Wood
continued. The views of High Wood are excellent, and it is easy to see why observation from this site was so
important.

High Wood seen from the site of Bazentin-le-Petit Windmill
The attack on High Wood on the 20th of July was undertaken by, among other units, the 1stCameronians, 5th
Scottish Rifles and 20th Royal Fusiliers.
To the south-east of High Wood, leading towards Longueval, is a sunken track that can be walked today.
This was known as Wood Lane, and a German trench located here was an important part of the front line as they
held grimly onto High Wood.
On 20th July, men of the 2nd Gordon Highlanders and 8th Devons attacked Wood Lane.
The infantry crept as close as they could to the Wood and the German lines whilst the artillery bombardment raged,
but when they advanced to attack they met with little success, in Wood Lane or in High Wood itself. Men did enter
the wood, but German machine gun emplacements in several places within the wood caused heavy losses. The
Switch Line was another strongly held line from which the defenders resisted.
Fighting continued, and by the time dawn broke the British held half of High Wood.
The 2nd Gordon Highlanders and 8th Devons had to retire from Wood Lane however.
When the Germans counterattacked from the west of the wood many troops retired, congregating at Crucifix Corner
which being hidden from view from the German positions must have seemed safer.
At this time, the 2nd RWF were near Bazentin churchyard.
They and other troops held the wood for a few hours, but the Germans bombarded them and followed up with an
infantry attack that retook the Switch Line within the wood, and the western part of the wood.
Richard was killed during this action.

Richard is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Delville Wood and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot N grave 829 reads
Lc. Cpl. Richard Rhodes
Their son
Killed in action in France 1916
Aged 23 years

Private 37134 Harry Micklewright 13th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Harry was a son to John (b.1839, Hudlem, Cheshire) and Alice Micklewright.
Sadly Alice died on December 1st 1900 age 36 years.
On the 1901 census Harry and his dad lived at ‘Royal Foresters Arms’’ in Rockcliffe Street, Salford.
John was the land lord of the pub.
John remarried in March quarter of 1909, to Alice Letitia Mayall in Chorlton.
On the 1911 census they are living at Royle Street, Manchester.
John is still a ‘beer retailer’ and Harry is recorded as being an ‘errand boy at a calico printers’
Not sure when Harry enlisted but he was wounded during the action at Guillmont and died on 22nd August.
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Chocques and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot A3 grave 4284 reads
Pte. Harry Micklewright
K.L. Regt. their son
Died of wounds received in
France Aug 22nd 1916, aged 20 years
A duty nobly done.

Private 18731 Stanley Kirk Patrick 15th platoon ‘D’ company 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford Pals)
Stanley (b.1893, Sandbach) was a child of Albert (b.1865) and Lios (b.1864) Patrick, both of Sandbach.
Albert married Lois Mary Jane Warrington on 4th September 1885 at St. Mary’s Church, Sandbach.
In total they had seven children, four of whom died young.
The others were Gladys (b.1894) and Wilfred (b.1897) both born in Sandabch.
On the 1901 census they lived at Crewe Road, Congleton and Albert is recorded as being a ‘boot & shoe
manufacturer’
On the 1911 census they are at Brighton Street, Salford and Albert is now an ‘insurance agent’ for the Pearl
Assurance Company. Stanley is a ‘trolly boy’ working for Salford Corporation.
Stanley enlisted with the 19th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (3rd Salford Pals) which was formed in Salford, during
January 1915. They moved in March 1915 to Conway and on 21st June 1915 to Catterick, using the firing ranges at
Strenshall. 21st June 1915 the battalion came under orders of 96th Brigade, 32nd Division.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
After training they were posted to France and landed at Le Havre 22nd November 1915.
On 5th January 1916 the battalion was transferred to 14th Brigade in same Division.
Their first taste of action was at Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916, the battle resulted in the Salford
Pals being almost wiped out.
From the battalion war diary: July 1st 1916
"In the meanwhile ‘A’, ‘B’ and part of ‘C’ Company had continued their advance from the front line trenches in waves of 30 or 40 men.
The leading wave, led by Lt Huxley, got within 10 yards of the German trench but out of forty men only four remained and they could get
no further."
"Capt Hibbert led the next wave and succeeded in getting into the German trench. He was followed by Lt Musker and 2nd Lt George with
all the men that could be collected. These were the only three officers left with the two and a half companies that had advanced, the
remaining officers having been killed or wounded."
"During these operations the battalion experienced 268 casualties, that’s to say 50% of its fighting strength, having 20 officers and
577 other ranks when going into action."
Note that this 50% battalion casualty rate was incurred but just over one half of the battalion.
Casualties in ‘A’, ‘B’ and the part of ‘C’ company that advanced were at a much higher rate.
In ‘A’ company, the CO Lt. Huxley was wounded at duty and all three platoon commanders were killed in action.
After July 1st, the 3rd Salfords were reorganized into only 2 companies.
Stanley was next in the line on July 12th at Ovillers area where he was killed in action.
Stanley is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot O grave 21 reads
Stanley Kirk
Their son
Killed in France July 13th 1916
Aged 24 years
Always in our thoughts

Private 11175 Duncan Mc Alpine 17th platoon ‘E’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
Duncan (b. 1893, Salford) was a son of Duncan (b.1862, Scotland) and Sarah (b.1861, Staffordshire) McAlpine.
Duncan married Sarah Silvester at Christ Church, Salford on 11th June 1881.
They had thirteen children in total, sadly five died young.
The others, all born in Salford, were Richard (b.1884), Janet (b.1889), Margaret (b.1889), Archie (b.1896), Allan
(b.1898), Annie (b.1901) and Alexander (b.1903).
On the 1891 census the family were living at Shah Street, Salford and father is reported as being a ‘machine fitter’.
On the 1901 census they area at Athol Street, Pendleton and father is now an ‘engineer pipe fitter’
Duncan died on 16th November 1905 aged 42 years.
By the 1911 census Sarah is head of the household, the family living at Hodge Lane, Pendleton.
Sarah is recorded as being a ‘hard ware shopkeeper’.
Her son Duncan is a ‘sugar boiler’ at a sweet factory.
Duncan married Henrietta Bradburn at St. Ambrose’s Church, Pendleton on 11th April 1914, at this time his
occupation is recorded as being a ‘fitter’ (at Westinghouse, Trafford Park., later Metro-Vickers)
Duncan attended St. Ambrose’s Church
Duncan enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath.
The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in North
Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; Duncan was one of those killed in action.
Oddly ‘E’ company don’t get a mention in the battalion’s war diary for 1st July.
Duncan is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church, Weaste, the
Roll of Honour Westinghouse Ltd., Trafford Park and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot H grave 3321 reads
Pte. Duncan McAlpine 11175 L.F.
Their dear son who was killed in action
In France July 1st 1916, aged 23 years
The Supreme Sacrifice

Part of the Roll of Honour
Westinghouse Ltd

Photo: Courtesy of George Cogswell

Private 27467 Samuel Jones 14th platoon ‘D’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
(13123 on regimental roll, re-numbered no earlier than 18th June 1915)
Samuel was born in 1886, in Manchester.
Unable to find any further information, about Samuel, due to lack of factual evidence.
Samuel enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June
1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; Samuel was one of those ‘reported missing’ in action.
The 15th battalion War Diary entry for 1st July 1916

Samuel is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 36 grave 701 reads
In loving memory of
Pte. Samuel Jones LF’s
Reported missing 1st July 1916
Aged 30 years

Manchester Evening News 17th August 1916

Corporal 10006 James Henry Parkinson 1st platoon ‘A’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford
Pals)
James (b.1883) was a son of Edward (b.1848) ad Mary (b.1850) Parkinson they were all born in Salford.
Other children, all born in Salford, were Elizabeth (b.1876), John (b. 1877) Joseph (b.1879), Eliza (b.1882) Amabel
(b.1889) and Charlie (b.1891
Edward married Mary Ellen Cooper in Salford during the December quarter of 1871.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Casson Street, Salford.
Edward is recorded as being an ‘iron turner’; he died during the December quarter of 1892, aged 45 years.
On the 1901 census the family are at Margaret Street, Salford.
Mary is reported as being a ‘retired cotton winder’
Her son Joseph is a ‘railway carter’ and James is a labourer in a timber yard.
He married Alice Rankin on 4th March 1911 at St. Luke’s, Weaste and his occupation was reported as being a
‘hodder’
James enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June
1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; James was killed in this action.
See battalion war diary entry above (Private 27467 Samuel Jones)

James is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Connaught, The Roll of Honour at St. Luke’s Church, Weaste and
Weaste Cemetery.

Plot H grave 438 reads
In loving memory of
Cpl. James Henry Parkinson
15h Batt Lancashire Fusiliers 10006,
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Buried in Connaught Cemetery, Thiepval, France
Worthy of everlasting remembrance

Private 11129 Harry Riddell 3rd platoon ‘A’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
Harry (b.1898) the youngest son of William (b.1856) and Martha (b.1865).
All were born in Salford.
William James married Martha Nuttall at St. Clement’s Church during the September quarter of
1885.
They had four other children, all born in Salford, Albert (b. 1887), Edith (b. 1889), Walter (b.1892)
and Leonard (b.1896)

On the 1891 census the family lived at Mary Street, Salford and William was reported as being a ‘velvet dyer’
By the 1901 census they were at Phoebe Street, Salford when William was reported as being a ‘labourer’
They were at the same address on the 1911 census and William is ow ‘textile cutter’ in a house hold warehouse and
Harry is still at school.
Harry was a member of Salford Lad’s Club
Harry enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the 15th
November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June
1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
After trench training they took their part on the front line.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; Harry was reported as ‘missing’ in this action.
See battalion war diary entry above (Private 27467 Samuel Jones)
Local newspaper
‘Pte. Harry Riddell, Lancashire Fusiliers, missing 1st July, is now officially reported killed on that date.
He was the youngest of four soldier sons of Mr. and Mrs. W. Riddell, Phoebe Street, Salford.
One brother is a prisoner in Switzerland, another is in France and the fourth is in training in Engalnd.
Harry was 19 years of age and before enlisting he was employed at Messers. Rydlands, Manchester.
He was a member of the Salford Lads Club’
Harry is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Connaught, The Rolls of Honour at Salford Lad Club, Rylands &
Sons Ltd., and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot F grave 1622 reads
Pte. Harry Riddell
15th batt Lanc Fus Salford
Who died in France
July 1st July 1916, aged 18 years
Somewhere in France in a soldiers grave
Lies our dear son among the brave

Private 11430 Thomas Rothwell 11th platoon ‘C’ company 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
(2nd Salford Pals)
Thomas (b.1899, Salford) a son of Thomas (b.1864, Manchester) and Ellen (b.1865,
Manchester)
Thomas Rothwell married Ellen Rowland on 14th October 1883 at St Stephen’s Church, Salford.
They had three other children, all born in Salford, William (b.1887), Alice (b.1894) and Elizabeth
(b.1903)
On the 1891 census the family lived at Hodson Street, Salford and Thomas is reported as being an ‘iron turner’. They
are at the same address on the 1901 census and father is still an ‘iron turner’
Thomas died during the December quarter of 1905, aged 41 years.
Ellen married William Henry Hughes (widower) at St. Philips’ Church, Salford on 27th July 1907.
On the 1911 census this family is at Mount Pleasant Terrace, Salford and Thomas is shown as being at school.
Thomas enlisted 16th battalion Lancashire, ‘2nd Salford Pals’, which was raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914
when he was fifteen years of year.
They began training near home and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1st July 1916; the action resulted in very heavy losses for the
‘Salford Pals’, Thomas was killed, by a shell burst, while fatigue work near to the trenches.
Local newspaper
Enlisted at fifteen.
Signaller Thomas Rothwell, Lancashire Fusiliers, whose relatives live at Mount Pleasant Terrace, Salford, killed in action. Rothwell, who
was only fifteen years of age when he enlisted on the formation of the Salford Brigade, was an old boy of St. Stephen’s Salford.
Sergeant Goodwin in a letter of condolence says:
“Your brave son was sent with several other men on fatigue
work near to the trenches and a shell burst, killing him instantly and wounding another man. You have lost a good son and we a good
comrade”

Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Stephen’s Church and at
Weaste Cemetery.

Plot 37 grave 1261 reads
Thomas Rothwell
Son of the above
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Aged 17 years

Private 4026 William Stanley Lonsdale 1st battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
William (b.1897, Pendleton) was a son of James (b.1855, Salford) and Elizabeth (b.1856, Denbigh)
James Lonsdale married Elizabeth Humphreys in the March quarter of 1879, in Salford.
They had seven other children Gertrude (b.1882, Irlam O’th Heights), Emily (b.1884, Irlam O’th Heights), Lily (b.1887,
Irlam O’th Heights), James Harold (b.1889, Irlam O’th Heights) Eva (b.1891 Irlam O’th Heights)
Edith (b.1893, Pendleton) and Doris (b. 1907, Pendleton)
On the 1881 census the family lived at Park Street, Salford and James is recorded as being a ‘baker’
On the 1891 census they were living at Torrens Street, Pendleton and James is still a ‘baker’
By the 1901 census they were living at Peel Street, Pendleton and James is recorded as being a ‘journeyman baker’ On
the 1911 census they were living at Goodwin Street, Salford, James is still a ‘baker’ and young William is a ‘milk boy’
Not sure when William enlisted but his low service number may indicate he joined up shortly after the outbreak of war
when the 1st battalion Lancashire Fusiliers were stationed at Karachi, India and then moved then moved to Aden, Yemen.
In December 1914 they embarked for England arriving at Avonmouth on 2nd January1915 and then moved to Nuneaton to
join the 86th Brigade of the 29th Division.
On 16th March 1915 they embarked for Gallipoli via Alexandria and Mudros.
25th April 1915 they landed at Gallipoli and the Division engaged in actions at the Battles for Krithia and the Achi Baba
heights on the Gallipoli Peninsula. 2nd January 1916 they went to Egypt due to the severe casualties from combat, disease
and harsh weather.
The 1st battalion then embarked for France landing at Marseilles on the 29th March 1916.
July 1st 1916,’The Sunken Road’. The sunken road was in ‘No Man’s land’ on the morning of 1st July 1916.
Its situation made it too dangerous to hold by either side, though the Germans probably held the advantage through their
dominance of the higher ground. Looking down on the sunken road from Hawthorn ridge the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers would
have been advancing from left to right. The German’s position, was slightly to the right of the small British Cemetery on
the hillside.
By 03:00 hours 1st July 1916 two companies of the Fusiliers had moved into the Sunken Road. The British bombardment
was still going on and this would have helped keep German patrols away.
At 07:20 hours the Hawthorn mine was detonated and of course the British bombardment in the area had to stop because
on the far side of the hill the 2nd Royal Fusiliers were rushing the crater.
By now it was broad daylight and the Germans had already spotted the 1st Lancashire’s waiting down below them. The
German artillery then put down a bombardment.
The 1st battalion Lancashire Fusiliers waited here for the whistles to blow
At 07:30 hours – ZERO hour – the 1st Lancashire’s rose up out of the Sunken Road moving leftwards
They were cut down within a matter of metres. Due of the early detonation of the mine, and the subsequent failure to take
the position, the 1st Lancashire’s were also badly exposed to enfilading fire — they were being shot at from their sides as
well as the front. The remaining Companies advancing from the British front line into the Sunken Road also suffered heavy
casualties whilst leaving their own trenches. By lunchtime the Sunken Road was simply a point of refuge for the dozens of
wounded. These were evacuated during the remainder of the evening and the position was held through the night by just
one officer and 25 men. The battalion had lost 163 killed, 312 wounded and 11 missing. William was one of those reported
‘missing’ and later presumed killed in action
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Beaumont Hamel, The Roll of Honour at St. Pauls with Christ Church,
Salford and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot J grave 3119 reads
Pte. Willian Stanley Lonsdale Lancs Fus.
Son of above
Presumed killed in the battle of the Somme
July 1st 1916, aged 19 years
A loving son both good and kind
A beautiful memory left behind
May his reward be as great as his sacrifice

Private 21947 Henry Langley 9th platoon ‘C’ company 20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (4th Salford Pals)
Henry (b.1897, Salford) was a son of Henry (b.1866, Dublin) and Elizabeth (b.1879, Salford) Langely
Henry Joseph Langley married Elizabeth Hannah Heywood at St. John the Evangelist, Salford on 18th April 1892.
They had on other child, Isaiah (b.1895, Salford)
On the 1901 census the family lived at Quay Street, Salford and father was a recorded as being a ‘wood sawyer’.
Elizabeth died in the June quarter of 1906, aged 41 years
Henry then married Mary Emma Lane at St. Bartholomew’s Church, Salford on 24th July 1909.
On the 1911 census this family lived at Brooks Street, Salford and all the family were working.
Henry J was still a ‘wood sawyer’, his wife Mary was a ‘winder in a cotton mill’, son Isaiah was a ‘joiner’s apprentice’
and son Henry was a ‘wood packing case apprentice’
20th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (4th Salford Pals) was raised on 23rd March 1915 as a Bantam Battalion.
In 1914 the Member of Parliament for Birkenhead, Alfred Bigland, pressed the War Office for permission to form a
battalion of men who were under regulation size but otherwise fit for service. A few days later, some 3,000 men had
volunteered, many of whom had previously been rejected as being under height, they became known as the Bantam
battalions
In July 1915 they moved to Conway, North Wales and then to Cholderton, Salisbury and joined the 104th Brigade 35th
Division.
On 30th January 1916 they were mobilised for war and landed at Havre and the Division engaged in various action on
the Western Front including;
The 20th battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers, the 4th Salford Pals. (Trones Wood)
by Desmond Royle, volunteer Imperial War Museum (North)
This was a particular location on the Somme which produced one indelible record of the 4th Salford Pals and their
activities throughout the long hours of the 24th and 25th July 1916.
For more than two weeks, since early in the battles of the Somme area, Trones Wood and the nearby Bernafay
Wood had been the scene of bitter fighting, constant churning shellfire and a determined defence by the German
Army Since the 21st July the 4th Salford Pals had been pushed up in to the ill - defined chaos of trenches which
marked the front of Bernafay Wood.
Three days after their arrival there the Battalion was moved up, at 04:30. Hours, to the notorious ‘Sunken Lane’. The
4th Salford Pals lost 10 officers and a further 120 casualties amongst the men.
The 4th Salford Pals were eventually relieved from Trones Wood at 01:30 hours on the morning of the 26th July.
Already the unique character of the battalion was waning, it proved impossible to replace their losses with a supply of
small stature men from the reserve battalion and drafts were now just as likely to be men of average height.
Henry may have been wounded in this action or the action of 1st July but he died of these wounds on 31st July 1916
and is buried at La - Neuville
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at La – Neuville, The Roll of Honour at Adelphi Lads Club and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot B24 grave 3841 reads
Private Henry Langley
20th Lanc. Fus: died of wounds received
In France July 31st 1916, aged 19 years

Manchester Evening News 14th August 1916

Private 6275 Leonard Mather 1st platoon ‘A’ company 16th battalion Manchester Regiment (1st City Pals)
Leonard (b.1894) was a son of William (b.1850) and Elizabeth (b.1854) Mather.
They were all born in Salford
William Mather married Elizabeth Redman on 29th June 1872 at Eccles Parish Church.
All their other children were born in Salford as well, Leah (b.1876), Annie (b.1876), Fanny (b.1879) Nelly (b.1882),
Harry (b.1887) and Hilda (b.1889)
On the 1881 census the family were at Lancaster Street, Pendleton and William was reported as being a ‘general
porter’
The family were at the same address on the 1891 census and William is now a ‘bleachers carter’
Still at the same address on the 1901 census, William is a ‘carter’
Elizabeth died on 24th July 1906, aged 54 years.
William died on 28th July 1910 aged 60 years
On the 1911 census Leonard and his sister Hilda are at Jones Street, Pendleton.
They are with their sister Leah and her husband John Herbert.
Leonard is reported as being a ‘warehouse man’ in the cloth and woollens trade.
Leonard enlisted in the 16th battalion Manchester Regiment.
He ‘joined up’ in September 1914 along with many men from the major cotton producers of the City and the clerks
and warehousemen of Manchester.
The battalion went into camp at Heaton Park in September, and in April 1915 moved to Belton Park, Grantham as
part of the 90th Brigade, 30th Division.
On the 29th August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office.
In September 1915 the battalion moved into Larkhill Camp, Salisbury, where training continued
On the 6th November 1915, the battalion set off from Larkhill and entrained to Folkestone enroute for Boulogne and
proceeded Pont Remy and then on to St Ricquier, where they were billeted.
On the 17th the men continued their trek via Brucamps, St Ouen, Flesselles and Villers Bocage, from there they
marched to Hebuterne to enter the war and received their first casualties. They were trained in trench warfare by the
Gloucester and Worcester regiments during the early part of December, before marching to Louvencourt on the 14th
December.
Christmas was spent at Bonneville, when a fire started in a farm building, the battalion spent the night fire-fighting
with the locals.
In January 1916 the 30th Division was ordered to the Somme area and the 16th moved to Suzanne, which was a
billeting area for the Maricourt area.
Until July the battalion went the round of Suzanne- Marricourt, Maricourt -Suzanne except for short spells of training
behind the lines, working with the 17th battalion doing the opposite 'shift' in miserable trenches with no dug-outs and
only a few bomb proof shelters.
The Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916.
The objective of the 16th battalion was Montauban Alley, an important trench about 200 yards in front of the village,
the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers and the 18th battalion were in support, on their right was the 17th battalion.
After a cold night in the assembly trenches, the battalion moved off at 08:30 hours
They had to traverse 3000 yards of shattered trenches and churned up ground passing through the 21st Brigade who
had already taken their objective.
Held up at one point while the artillery barrage moved forward, they pressed on and poured into Montauban which
was levelled by then, and on to Montauban alley.
Battalion HQ was established in the village and communications set up, ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ companies consolidated the
Alley, touch was obtained with the 17th battalion on the right, but on the left the flank was open until late in the
afternoon when 18th Division came up.
The gun pits beyond the alley were rushed and the first three artillery pieces were taken in the battle of the Somme.
By Midday the Germans had become to shell their positions.

At 21:30 hours the Germans launched their counter attack but by 22:15 hours it was beaten off.
The men stood to in their trenches all night and suffered through lack of water.
At 03.00 hours the second German counter attack started as long lines of grey figures advanced over the ridge. The
battalion responded with rapid and accurate rifle and Lewis gun fire, but there were only 150 troops manning the
defence of a trench 1000 yards long and no means of contacting the artillery.
Four waves of Germans were fought off but some got into the trench at the junction of the 16th and 17th battalions,
bombers were sent forward to deal with them but the bombs had run out and a block was established in the trench to
keep them back.
At 14:30 hours the battalion was relieved by the 2nd Wiltshire’s, the ammunition they took back was one mills bomb
and 300 rounds, but they had held the trench.
On their return to their trenches , the Padre asked for volunteers to bring in the wounded still laying out in no mans
land, the survivors, all thoroughly exhausted, stood up to a man.
What was left of the battalion was withdrawn to ‘Happy Valley’ off the Bray Albert Road they stayed until the 8th July
when they returned to their old assembly trenches.
(From www.themanchesters.org)
Having survived this Leonard was next involved in this action
At 06:40 hours on the 9th July, along with the 17th and 18th battalions, the 16th battalion was to attack Trones Wood,
after previous attacks had failed.
By 08:00 hours they had cleared the wood when they were subjected to a very heavy bombardment by the German
artillery which caused terrible casualties to them and they were compelled to fall back.
By 14:30 hours the 17th & 18th were also forced to retire, and the 16th was ordered to attack the woods again and
occupy the south and south west portion of the wood.
The attack commenced at 18:40 hours under heavy shrapnel, HE and machine gun fire, but the speed of the
advance meant they didn't suffer too badly.
When they entered the wood they found a single coy of the 18th still holding out, working together they bombed up
Trones Alley.
Orders were then received that the northern portion of the wood was to be taken and 3 companies of the 16th along
with a South African coy patrolled northwards, by 05:00 hours the next day the wood was reported clear. 30 minutes
later the Germans counter attacked in force, occupying the northern portion and cutting off some Manchester’s
patrols, the reserve coy was sent up and the Germans were pushed back from the southern edge of the wood again.
Later an artillery barrage was brought down on the German troops in the wood but they still held it.
(From www.themanchesters.org)
Leonard was killed in action during this period; he died on the 9th July
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church and at Weaste
Cemetery.

Plot L grave 321 reads
To the dear memory of
Leonard, son of the above
Who fell in action at Trones Wood
France July 9th 1916 aged 23 years
The great sacrifice.

Private 6925 Harold Ross 11th platoon ‘C’ company 16th battalion Manchester Regiment (1st City Pals)
Harold (b.1895, Salford) was a son of Joshua (b.1870, Birkenhead) and Mary (b. 1873, Salford)
Joshua Ross married Mary Ellen Peers in Salford during the March quarter of 1893.
Sadly Mary died in the September quarter of 1896, aged 25 years
Joshua then married Emma Brennan at St. Luke’s church on 14th July 1900
On the 1901 census this family were living at Cleminson Street, Salford and Joshua is reported as being a ‘wire
mattress maker’
A daughter of their marriage, Emma Lavina, died 22nd December 1908 aged 6 years.
On the 1911 census they are at Bank Place, Salford. Joshua is now an ‘assurance agent’ and Harold is a warehouse
man in the cotton trade.
Harold enlisted in the 16th battalion 1st City Pals (Manchester Regiment)
He ‘joined up’ in September 1914 along with many men from the major cotton producers of the City and the clerks
and warehousemen of Manchester.
The battalion went into camp at Heaton Park in September, and in April 1915 moved to Belton Park, Grantham as
part of the 90th Brigade, 30th Division.
On the 29th August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office.
In September 1915 the battalion moved into Larkhill Camp, Salisbury, where training continued
On the 6th November 1915, the battalion set off from Larkhill and entrained to Folkestone enroute for Boulogne and
proceeded Pont Remy and then on to St Ricquier, where they were billeted.
On the 17th November the men continued their trek via Brucamps, St Ouen, Flesselles and Villers Bocage, from there
they marched to Hebuterne to enter the war and received their first casualties.
They were trained in trench warfare by the Gloucester and Worcester regiments during the early part of December,
before marching to Louvencourt on the 14th December.
Christmas was spent at Bonneville, when a fire started in a farm building, the battalion spent the night fire-fighting
with the locals.
In January 1916 the 30th Division was ordered to the Somme area and the 16th moved to Suzanne, which was a
billeting area for the Maricourt area.
Until July the battalion went the round of Suzanne- Marricourt, Maricourt -Suzanne except for short spells of training
behind the lines, working with the 17th battalion doing the opposite 'shift' in miserable trenches with no dug-outs and
only a few bomb proof shelters.
The Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916.
The objective of the 16th battalion Manchester’s was ‘Montauban Alley’, an important trench about 200 yards in front
of the village, the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers and the 18th battalion were in support, on their right was the 17th battalion
Manchester’s
After a cold night in the assembly trenches, the battalion moved off at 08:30 hours
They had to traverse 3000 yards of shattered trenches and churned up ground passing through the 21st Brigade who
had already taken their objective.
Held up at one point while the artillery barrage moved forward, they pressed on and poured into Montauban which
was levelled by then, and on to Montauban alley.
Battalion HQ was established in the village and communications set up, ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ coys consolidated the Alley,
touch was obtained with the 17th battalion Manchester’s on the right, but on the left the flank was open until late in the
afternoon when 18th Division came up.
The gun pits beyond the alley were rushed and the first three artillery pieces were taken in the battle of the Somme.
By Midday the Germans had become to shell their positions.
At 21:30 hours the Germans launched their counter attack but by 22:15 hours it was beaten off.
The men stood to in their trenches all night and suffered through lack of water.
At 03.00 hours the second German counter attack started as long lines of grey figures advanced over the ridge.

The battalion responded with rapid and accurate rifle and Lewis gun fire, but there were only 150 troops manning the
defence of a trench 1000 yards long and no means of contacting the artillery.
Four waves of Germans were fought off but some got into the trench at the junction of the 16th and 17th Manchester
battalions, bombers were sent forward to deal with them but the bombs had run out and a block was established in
the trench to keep them back.
At 14:30 hours the battalion was relieved by the 2nd Wiltshire’s, the ammunition they took back was one mills bomb
and 300 rounds, but they had held the trench.
On their return to their trenches , the Padre asked for volunteers to bring in the wounded still laying out in no mans
land, the survivors, all thoroughly exhausted, stood up to a man.
What was left of the battalion was withdrawn to ‘Happy Valley’ off the Bray Albert Road they stayed until the 8th July
when they returned to their old assembly trenches.
(From www.themanchesters.org)
Harold was killed in this action

Harold is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Rolls of Honour at St. John’s Church, Broughtyon,
Sacred Trinity Church, Salford and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot H grave 1777 reads
Pte. Harold Ross 16h MCR’s
Who fell in action in France
July 1st 1916, aged 21 years
Heros All

Private 12262 Thomas Alfred Leather-Aspell 18th platoon ‘E’ company 19th battalion Manchester Regiment (4th
City Pals)
Thomas (b.1894, Manchester) was a son of Thomas (b.1843, Lynn, Norfolk) and Edith (b.1860, Sale)
Thomas Leather Aspell married Edith Patience Royle 13th October 1889 in Manchester.
Thomas had three children from a previous marriage, Edward (b.1873, Sale), Reuben (b.1876, Sale) and Ada
(b.1881, Salford)
On the 1891 census they were living at Monmouth Street, Salford and Thomas is a ‘general labourer’
Thomas died in Chorlton during the March quarter of 1898 when he was 54 years of age.
On the 1901 census widow Edith and son Thomas are at West Stable Street, Salford but using the surname ‘Leather’
and she is reported as being a ‘laudress’
On the 1911 census Thomas Leather is boarding with William Henry Haines at Dixon Street, Levenshulme and he is
reported as being a ‘warehouse man’
Thomas was a ‘time served soldier’ having been in the 7th territorial battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
Thomas enlisted on 11th September 1914 into the 4th City Pals (Manchester Regiment.)
At Belton Park camp Thomas was ‘confined to barracks for 2 days and fined 1 days pay’ for overstaying leave by 20½ hours
on 29th August 1915.
At Lark Hill camp he was ‘confined to barracks for 5 days and fined 2 days pay’ for overstaying leave by 1 day 19 hours.
After training the 19th battalion was in active service since November 1915.
On 2nd February 1916, Thomas was given 14 days ‘field punishment #1’ for ‘committing a nuisance in the trenches’
On 16th March he was given 7 days ‘field punishment #1’ for ‘being dirty on parade’
Field Punishment Number 1 consisted of the convicted man being shackled in irons and secured to a fixed object,
often a gun wheel or similar. He could only be thus fixed for up to 2 hours in 24, and not for more than 3 days in 4, or
for more than 21 days in his sentence.
This punishment was often known as 'crucifixion' and due to its humiliating nature was viewed by many Tommies as
unfair.
Thomas survived the first day of the Somme when the 19th battalion attacked a German position called the Glatz
Redoubt that protected the village of Montauban.
They successfully captured the position and held it until they were relieved on the 3rd July.
Between the 7th and 9th July the 19th battalion was back in the front line.
On Sunday 23rd July 1916, the 19th battalion was involved in the attack on Guillemont, Somme.
The attack commenced at 03:40 hours with the battalion attacking the village from Trones Wood.
They met with heavy machine gun, rifle and shell-fire, which inflicted heavy casualties.
When the attack ceased later that day, the 19th Manchester’s had suffered nearly 600 men killed, wounded, and
missing. (From www.themenbehindthemedals.org)
Thomas was involved in this attack, and was badly wounded.
The account of how he was wounded

After local first aid treatment, Thomas was sent to #5 Causality Clearing Station at Corbie.
He had gun shot wounds to left knee, fractured left femur with ‘slight debris’.
He then went to #3 CSH at Boulogne from where he was sent to England on 29th July, ending up at Southern
General Hospital in Bristol where he died at 17:15 hours on 22nd August 1916 from sepsis (blood poisoning triggered
by an infection or injury)

Notification of his death

Thomas is remembered on a CWGC headstone at Weaste Cemetery.

Manchester Evening News 23rd August 1917
Plot K grave 126 reads
12262 Private
T.A. Leather – Aspell
Manchester Regiment
22nd August 1916, aged 23

Private 28669 Ernest Emil Roberts 23rd battalion Manchester Regiment
Ernest (b.1896) was a son of Thomas (b.1860) and Frances (b.1861) Roberts
Thomas Henry Roberts married Frances Clutton at St. Trinity Church, Hulme in the March quarter of 1881.
They were all born in Manchester along with six other children, John (b.1882), Alice (b.1884), Violet (b.1886)
Beatrice (b.1887), Martha (b.1889) and Reuben (b.1891).
They had four other children that died young.
On the 1891 and the 1901 censuses the family were at Tomlinson Street, Chorlton and Thomas was recorded as
being an ‘electro plater’
On the 1911 they are at Denmark Street, Chorlton upon Medlock.
Thomas is now a ‘secretary for a Friendly Society’ and Ernest is recorded as being a ‘shop assistant’ in a green
grocers.
Later Thomas was the landlord at the ‘Druids’ pub
Not sure when Ernest enlisted but the 23rd battalion Manchester Regiment was raised on 21st November 1914 as a
Bantam Battalion
December 1914 they move to Morecambe.
In June 1915 they moved to Masham in Yorkshire as part of 104th Brigade, 35th Division
During Aug 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office, and sent to Salisbury Plain.
Jan 1916 landed at Boulogne. they first went into the front line near Bethune on 7th March 1916 until the 15th
The Battalion moved to Sailly on the 4th April, and to Neuve Chapelle late April,
1st May they raided the enemy trenches (complete success) and again on the 8th May but had casualties.
22nd May moved from Fosse to Fernedu Bois, then onto La Touret
The battle of the Somme, they were at Bus le Artios, Lealvillers, Bazincourt, Avelny Wood, Morlancourt and Happy
Valley, Billon Wood and Talus Bois.
On 20th July they were in the action at Maltz Hom Farm south of Guillemont, later Trones Wood
29th July they were lent to the 90th brigade and supported the attack on Guillemont, carrying SAA and bombs in the
village, when the attacking forces fell back they manned the trenches, the took many casualties during this ( 5 kia, 30
wounded, 4 gassed and 11 missing)
30th July they moved back to happy valley, then to Sailly le Sec
(From: www.themanchesters.org)
The chances are Ernest was wounded during the action of 1st July or 20th July.
After treatment in France he was sent to the Royal Victoria Hospital in Netley near Southampton.
Sadly he died on 31st July.
He had a full military funeral at Weaste Cemetery on Saturday 5th August at noon.
Ernest is remembered at Weaste Cemetery
Manchester Evening News 1st August 1916
Plot 31 grave 1815 reads
Private Ernest Emil Roberts
23rd Manchester Regiment
Wounded in action in France
Died in Royal Victoria Hospital,
Netley, July 31st 1916
Aged 20 years
Interred here with full Military Honours
Only a ‘Bantam’ he gave his all

Manchester Evening News 3rd August 1916

Manchester Evening News 4th August 1916

Manchester Evening News 31st July 1917

Manchester Evening News 31st July 1917

Private 12402 William Litherland 13th platoon ‘D’ company 19th Manchester Regiment
William was a son of William (b.1856, Manchester) and Ann (b.1861, Sale)
William married Ann Hamnett in the June quarter of 1879 in Altringham
Other children were Edith (b.1879, Sale), Elizabeth (b.1880, Sale) and Mary (b.1883, Manchester)
On the 1881 census they lived at Hesketh Road, Altringham and father was a ‘dairy man’
On the 1891 census the family lived at Prussia Street, Manchester and father was a ‘milk dealer’.
William enlisted in 1914 into the 4th City Pals (Manchester Regiment.)
They trained at Belton Park camp which was in the grounds of a stately home near Grantham and
at Lark Hill camp on Salisbury Plain.
After training the 19th battalion was in active service since November 1915.
William survived the first day of the Somme when the 19th battalion attacked a German position called the Glatz
Redoubt that protected the village of Montauban.
They successfully captured the position and held it until they were relieved on the 3rd July.
At 22:00 hours on the 7th July, the 19th battalion returned to the trenches in reserve to the 2nd Yorkshire’s and the 2nd
Wiltshire’s who were to attack Trones Wood and Maltzhorn trench.
The attack planned for the next day was held up and it was decided to attack again at 12:30hours.
Orders were received by the 19th battalion at 11:00hours to move up in support of the 2nd Wiltshire’s, who were to
take part in the second attack.
Accordingly, ‘B’ and ‘D’ Companies to the sunken road.
At 14:30hours, ‘B’ Company moved into Maltzhorn trench.
A little later, 20 men from ‘D’ Company brought up an ammunition re-supply and remained there, sending out hourly
patrols during the night.
‘D’ Company remained in the sunken road until 15:15hours when it moved up to Trones Wood in support of the
Wiltshire’s, and proceeded to dig in.
The night brought a heavy bombardment of all the positions and lasted until the 13:30hours 9th July, when the 19th
battalion was relieved by the 18th Manchester’s.
The battalion withdrew to the assembly trenches and rested until 10pm, when it moved to Billon valley where a
bivouac was established. (From www.themanchesters.org)
William was killed in this action
Local newspaper
Private William Litherland was killed on July 9th. He was one of the first ‘pals’ to be wounded in France through a bomb incident. He was
a life member of Adelphi Lads Club and lived at Lowcock Street, Broughton. He was employed at the Manchester, Liverpool and District
Bank in Spring Gardens, Manchester
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at Adelphi Lads Club and at Weaste
Cemetery

Plot 37 grave 1090 reads
Pte. William Litherland
Killed in France July 9th 1916, aged 26 years
Always in our thoughts

Private 5529 Henry Rider 20th battalion Royal Fusiliers
Henry (b.1893, Salford) was a son of Harry (b.1865) and Maria (b.1865) Rider.
Harry Armstrong Rider married Maria Dupree at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Salford on 26th
December 1885.
Both his parents were born in Salford.
They had five other children, Sarah (b.1887, Salford), James (b.1891, Salford), Gertrude (b.1897,
Salford), George (b.1900, Openshaw) and May (b.1903, Leigh)
Another child died young.
On the1891 census the family are at Isaac Street, Salford and Harry is recorded as being
‘timekeeper man’
On the 1901 census they are at Hovis Street, Salford and harry is now an ‘engineer store keeper’
By the 1911 census they are living at Langton Street, Pendleton and now Harry is working for himself as a
‘Provision dealer’ Henry is recorded as being a ‘clerk’ in the cotton trade.
Henry joined 20th (3rd Public Schools) battalion, The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) which was raised in
Epsom, on the 11th September 1914, by the Public Schools and University Men's Force.
Following initial training near home, on the 26th June 1915 they joined 98th Brigade, 33rd Division.
The Division concentrated at Clipstone camp near Mansfield in Nottinghamshire in July 1915.
In August they moved to Salisbury Plain for final training and firing practice.
They proceeded to France in November and by the November 21st; the 33rd Division had concentrated near
Morbecque, being strengthened by the exchange of 98th Brigade for the experienced 19th Brigade from 2nd
Division and the on the 27th November, the 3rd Public Schools Battalion transferred to 19th Brigade.
Many of the original members of the battalion went off to take commissions.
However, the battalion stayed with 19th Brigade, 3rd Division.
The 19th Brigade, of which the 20th Royal Fusiliers were part, took up their positions on July 15th as the divisional
reserve and here for the first time encountered gas shells.
Ahead of them the battle for High Wood raged and news began to filter through to them that it was not going well.
That night they were sent forward to take over the line near High Wood.
After the failed assault of July 15th there was a delay with the second attack due to poor weather and events not
going to plan in nearby sectors. When the second attempt was made on July 20th it was in the face of German
defenders who were well aware what was coming.
The plan of attack for the 19th Brigade was to advance through the breadth of the wood's 800 yard south western
face and go on to capture the whole of the wood.
The 20th Royal Fusiliers were to support the 5th / 6th Scottish Rifles in their planned advance up through the north
eastern half of the wood.
Once inside the wood the men of Edward Eric Mellor's battalion were to mop up any German positions left behind the
Scottish Rifles' advance so that sappers and pioneers could prepare strong points at the corners of the wood. The
wood was put under an intense bombardment before the 1st Cameronians and 5th /6th Scottish Rifles rushed the
burning wood at 03:35hours.
In the confusion and with a counter German bombardment falling upon them and hurrying them along the men of the
20th Royal Fusiliers soon found themselves mixed up with the Scottish Rifles.
High Wood's lower half was virtually free of Germans by dawn but losses were high and well dug in machine guns
continued to ravage units attacking a position known as Wood Lane along the wood's flank, the 2nd
Gordon Highlanders suffering greatly.
By 07:30 hours the attack had broken down into a shambles with chaos reigning and German shells falling upon the
British occupied half of it.
At one point in the fighting observers could see nothing of the wood as it was completely enveloped in black smoke.
The 20th Royal Fusiliers had lost its command structure, with most of its officers killed or wounded.
An eyewitness noted that "from quite early the unfortunate RF men seemed to be getting killed all over the place to no purpose".
Some order was restored and the Royal Fusiliers dug a new trench line in the middle of the wood which was soon
under attack from a counterattack by the German infantry.

Charging with fixed bayonets they crashed up against the mixed British units, the 1st Cameronians on the left getting
the worse of it, and almost overwhelmed the line.
A Company Sergeant Major in the 5th /6th Scottish Rifles, P.Docherty recorded:
"There was a terrific howling and shouting away on the left and word passed along that 'Jerry' was attacking.
At first there was nothing to be seen from the right side of the wood as there was a slight rise just to our front.
Then our Lewis guns and rifles opened up from the front.
Then our Lewis guns and rifles opened up from the front, and the men in my section started to blaze away.
I stood up, sheltered to my right and, looking to the dip in front of the wood, saw the old Boche coming on in the hundreds.
They were big upstanding fellows, with brand new uniforms and had evidently just been flung into the battle.
The way they were going was straight across our front and you couldn't miss them - they were only about 150 yards away.
I fired as rapidly as I could and must have used about 30 or 40 rounds, but they gained a footing in the wood and drove us back...”
The British fell back and reorganised themselves at the southern end of the wood.
Private Harold Tyson of the 20th Royal Fusiliers stated about this period: "Machine guns swept us, heavies bashed us,
shrapnel lashed us - but we held on"
The killing went on and then later in the morning the Brigade's reserve unit, the 2nd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, were sent
up into the wood.
They had already suffered terribly during the German artillery barrage.
Despite their weakened numbers the sight of them was no doubt a great relief to the men of the other three battalions
who were grimly holding on.
The 2nd RWF swept into the wood and, suffering great casualties, managed to take almost all of it. Unfortunately it
was pyrrhic victory for the Welshmen, they had suffered so many losses that they couldn't hope to hold onto their
gains without immediate reinforcement and the three other shattered battalions of the Brigade couldn't offer that.
After a heavy artillery bombardment came the German counterattack and the Welshmen were forced to retreat back
through the wood. The four broken infantry battalions of the 19th Brigade were relieved at 01:00 hours on 21st July.
(Mainly from www.roytonrollofhonour.com)
Henry, at first was reported as ‘missing in action’.
Nearly a year later he was reported as being killed in action on 20th July 1916.
Henry’s older brother served as Private M2/049884 James Rider Army Service Corps (Motor Transport)
Henry is remembered at CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Roll of Honour at St Luke’s Church and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot 36 gave 1030 reads
Pte. Henry Rider their son
20th Royal Fusiliers (U.P.S.) Batt
Missing presumed killed in High Wood
Somme July 20th 1916 aged 23 years
The supreme sacrifice.
Manchester Evening News 16th April 1917

Private 22328 William Samuel 96th coy Machine Gun Corps
His dad William married Elizabeth Ann Griffiths at Our Lady & St Nicholas with St. Anne Church in Liverpool in 1896;
dad was from Montrose and mother from Birkenhead.
William was born in Birkenhead in 1897, the only son and Sarah the only daughter was born in 1899.
On the 1901 census the family were living at Fore Street in Birkenhead and father was recorded as being a butcher
in a slaughter house.
On the1911 census the family now lived at Ross Street in Salford.
Father is reported as being a dock labourer and young William as being a warehouse boy.
Prior to the war he worked at Goodwin’s Soap works
William first enlisted with the 1st Salford Pals in September 1914 with the service number 10305; he was in 6th
platoon ‘B’ company 15th Lancashire Fusiliers.
Not sure when he transferred to the Machine Gun Corps but the 96th coy joined the 96th Brigade 32nd Division on the
15th March 1916.
The "First day on the Somme", was the opening day of the Battle of Albert (1–13 July 1916).
Nine corps of the French Sixth Army, the British Fourth and Third armies, attacked the German 2nd Army of General
von Below, from Foucaucourt on the south bank to Serre, north of the Ancre and at Gommecourt two miles beyond.
The objective of the attack was to capture the German first and second positions from Serre south to the Albert–
Bapaume road and the first position from the road south to Foucaucourt.
The German defence south of the road mostly collapsed and the French had "complete success" on both banks of
the Somme, as did the British from Maricourt on the army boundary, where 8th Corps took Montauban and reached
all its objectives and 15th Corps captured Mametz and isolated Fricourt.
The 3rd Corps attack either side of the Albert–Bapaume road was a disaster, making a substantial advance next to
the 21stDivision on the right and only a short advance at Lochnagar Crater and to the south of La Boisselle, with the
largest number of casualties of the day being incurred by the 34th Division.
Further north, 10th Corps including 96th Machine Gun Corps, captured part of the Leipzig Redoubt, failed opposite
Thiepval and had a great but temporary success on the left
William killed during this action.
In a letter home to his mother, Williams Major said:
‘he was a very cheerful boy and had died doing his duty bravely and well’
It was William’s twentieth birthday on 10th June
He is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot K grave 56 reads
Pte. W. Samuel
Lanc. Fus. M.G.C.
Only son of above
Who was killed in action in France
July 2nd 1916
Thy will be done

Private 15357 John Sangster 8th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
John was the eldest son of John and Anastasia Sangster.
John was born in Salford min 1893, his father was born in Outwell (Cambridge) and his mother was born in
Manchester.
John Sangster married Anastasia Parkinson in Salford in 1890.
On the 1901 the family lived at Ordsall Lane in Salford and father was reported as being a ‘hardware dealer’
On the 1911 census they lived at West Worsley Road in Salford.
Father is now a labourer working for the Manchester Ship Canal company.
Young John is a labourer at Worrall’s Dye Works.
John enlisted in Manchester on 3rd September 1914 in the 8th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
which was raised at Preston in September 1914 as part of 74th Brigade, 25th Division.
The new division assembled in the area around Salisbury for training.
The 8th ‘Loyals’ moved to billets in Boscombe in December, then to Bournemouth during January 1915
They returned to Boscombe in March.
In May they moved to Romsey and to Aldershot for final training in June.
John had an eventful time during the summer of 1915
On 4th August John was admonished for being absent from tattoo
On 18th August John was again admonished for overstaying a ‘pass’ by nine hours
On 3rd September he was drunk in camp at 2pm.
For this ‘crime’ he was confined to barracks for 14 days
The battalion preceded to France on the 16th of September 1915, landing at Boulogne, the division concentrating in
the area of Nieppe. On the 26th of October the battalion transferred to 7th Brigade, still with 25th Division. Their first
action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916.
They then moved to The Somme and joined the battle just after the main attack, with 75th Brigade making a costly
attack near Thiepval on the 3rd of July.
The Division was in action at the battle of Bazentin.
From 23rd July to 10th August 1916, the Division held a sector of the line north of the River Ancre.
Once again, just as in the Bazentin battle, the Division is recognised as having been in action during the battle of
Pozieres, without being in the area of most attention during the fighting.
A local attack by 7th Brigade on 21st August was carried out successfully, using for the first time a device known as a
"push pipe mine" to destroy enemy defences before the infantry went in.
The battalion were involved in attacks were made on 23rd, 25th and 26th August.
John was killed in this action

From John’s military records

Citation for Military Medal

John was awarded the DCM, the Distinguished Conduct Medal

He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, Salford Cathedral and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot A9 grave 617 a tablet next to the grave reads
Pte. John Sangster D.C.M.
8th L.N.L.
Killed in action Aug. 26th 1916
In his 24th year

Memorial to the ‘Sangster brothers’ in Salford Cathedral

Private 19970 Thomas Schofield ‘A’ company 14th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Thomas was born in Salford in 1892, the eldest son of Thomas and Elizabeth Emma Schofield
His father, Thomas married Elizabeth Emma Leish at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Salford on 29th November 1890.
On both the 1891 and 1901 censuses the family were living at Granville Street in Salford.
On the earlier census father is reported as being a ‘boater’ and on the later one as being a ‘stem crane driver’.
By 1911 the family are West Worsley Street in Salford and father is now a general labourer at a china clay store.
Young Thomas is a ‘fitter’ at British Westinghouse.
He enlisted in Manchester in September 1914 and joined 14th battalion, The King's Regiment (Liverpool) which was
raised at Seaforth in October 1914, and joined 65th Brigade, 22nd Division which assembled for training in the area of
Eastbourne and Seaford, with the artillery based at Lewes.
In April 1915 the infantry underwent two weeks entrenchment training at Maidstone, and during June spent a period
at Aldershot.
The 14th Kings preceded to France on the 5th September 1915, landing at Boulogne, the division concentrating near
Flesselles.
In October they moved to Marseilles by train and embarked for Salonika on the 27th, arriving on 5th November
In 1916 the division fought in the Battle of Horseshoe Hill and Battle of Machukovo.
The 9th battalion East Lancashire Regiment attacked on the night of 13th September, assaulting in two columns from
a trench line occupied by the 11th Welch Regiment.
The four rifle companies met resistance but all had seized their hill-top objectives by 10:30 hours the following
morning. A good haul of prisoners was taken and casualties had not been heavy.
On the left flank 14th battalion King’s Liverpool’s and 12th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers had taken the German
trenches that were assigned to them and 9th King’s Own was located in support in ravines near Macukovo village. At
15:00 hours after a short, intensive and accurate bombardment a strong enemy attack drove the 14th King’s
Liverpools backwards.
It was during this action that Thomas was killed
Prior to the War, Thomas worked at the Lancashire Dynamo Works and was a member of Salford Lads club.
Thomas is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Doiran and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot A4 grave 4500 reads
Pte. Thomas Schofield K.L.
Their beloved son
Killed in action in Salonica
Sep. 14th 1916, aged 25 years
A Duty Nobly Done

Private 9902 Henry Sherratt 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Henry was born in 1878, in Measham (Derbyshire) a son of Henry and Isabella Sherratt.
In 1881 the family were at High Street in Measham.
In 1891 the family were at Oxford Street in Salford.
Young Henry married Ada Alice Clough on 27th August 1898 at Stowell Memorial Church.
On the 1901 census they were living at Melbourne Street in Salford and Henry is recorded as being a ‘lorryman’
On the 1911 census they had moved to Brassington Street, Salford.
Henry is now recorded as being an ‘ annature core filler’
By this time his wife Ada had given birth to nine children, sadly four of them died young.
They had one son Albert (b.1903) and four daughters, Lily (b.1900), Isabella (b.1906), Olive (b.1909) and Alice
(b.1911). They had further children Grace (b.1912), Henry (b.1914) and Edith (b.1915)
Henry enlisted in November 1914 with the 10th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was raised in Bury in September 1914
they joined 52nd Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division.
After initial training close to home, the Division moved to Dorset to continue training and then in late May 1915
moved to the Winchester area.
The division had been selected for Home Defence duties, but this was reversed and they proceeded to France
landing at Boulogne on the 15thJuly 1915, concentrating near St Omer.
They moved into the Southern Ypres salient for trench familiarisation and then took over the front lines in that area.
In the spring of 1916 they were in action at the Bluff, south east of Ypres on the Comines canal then moved south to
The Somme seeing action during The Battle of Albert
On 1st July the British infantry attacked the German defences either side of Fricourt village.
By the evening, the village had been enveloped on three sides and during the night the German garrison withdrew
towards the second position.
British patrols reported the retirement overnight and at noon on 2nd July, troops of the 17th Division, with the 10th
LF’’s, occupied the village and captured Fricourt Wood in the mid-afternoon.
Henry was killed in action defending this village, leaving a widow, Ada, and seven children
Henry is remembered at CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot J grave 1947 reads
Pte. Henry Sherratt 10th batt L.F.
Their beloved son
Killed in action in France July 6th 1916
Aged 38 years
Christ called and he was ready

Private 10722 Thomas Harold Smith 12th platoon ‘C’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Thomas was born in Salford the only child of William Henry and Ruth Smith.
William was born in the village of Oundle near Nassington in Northamptonshire, Ruth was born in Salford.
William married Ruth Briggs at Salford Ascension Church in 1887.
They were living at Joynson Street in Broughton by 1891.
By 1901 they had moved to Manchester, living at Dukes’ Place.
On the 1911 census they were back in Salford, now living at Peru Street.
On all the censuses William was reported as being a foreman in a railway cartage department.
Thomas is working as a commercial clerk
Thomas enlisted in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in Salford on the
15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, Thomas was one of them
From the battalion War Diary of 1st July 1916

‘It was obvious by 9am that further efforts in this direction were only useless waste of life’

A later entry

Thomas is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery
Plot 37 grave 1077 reads
In loving Memory of
Our dear son
Thomas Harold
(Salford Pals)
Who fell in action at Thiepval
July 1st 1916 aged 27 years

Plot 37 grave 1093 ~ a tablet reads
In loving Memory of
Thomas Harold Smith
15th Lan. Fus.
Who fell in France
July 1st 1916 aged 27 years
At the going down of the sun
And in the morning we will remember him

Lance Corporal 12060 Charles Westhead 15th platoon ‘D’ company 16th Lancashire Fusiliers
Charlie was born in 1895 in Salford the only son of George Henry and Elizabeth Westhead.
George and Elizabeth Hulmes married on Valentines Day in 1894 at Stowell Memorial Church
They also had a daughter, Nellie who was born in 1897.
On the 1891 census George was living with his parent, Peter and Hannah at Myrtle Terrace in Salford.
He was reported as being ‘a bottled beer & stout salesman’
After they got married his family were at Raynor Street in Salford by 1901.
George is now a commercial traveller selling ‘bottled bears and stouts’
On the 1911 census they are at Monmouth Street in Salford.
George and his wife are now running a ‘beer retail’ shop and Charlie is an apprentice mechanic at an engineers.
Some time later he began working fir the Ship canal Company as a ‘fireman’ and was a popular figure at St.
Cyprian’s Church in Ordsall
Charlie enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers’ machine gun section in September 1914
However, he transferred to 2nd Salford Pals, formally known as 16th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was raised in
Salford on the 15th November 1914, probably to be with his mates
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, Charlie was with them.
Mr. Suttle who had helped recruiting the Salford Pals wrote to Charlie’s parent:
‘It was with very great sorrow I learned of the sad loss you have undergone in your dear lad, Charles, which I personally feel so much,
as you will understand. Not only can the country ill spare such good men but you can not, nor can the regiment, he was so good a unit
in. He was certainly, like myself, only one, but your dear lad was one till the end I am certain. This is your consolation, as it is that of a
nation of mothers, your lad was a good sound Briton such as you would have him. God bless you, and his sister also and may you be
comforted in your bereavement by the manner of your son’s gallant death’.
Charlie is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Rolls of Honour at Stowell Memorial Church, St.
Clements’ Church, Ship Canal Company and at Weaste Cemetey.
Plot A12 grave 2091 reads
Also Charlie
The only son of the above
George & Elizabeth Westhead
Killed in action in France July 1st 1916
aged 21 years
He gave his life for his country

Sergeant 17492 Fredrick Walter Stacey ‘D’ company 20th battalion Manchester Regiment
Walter was born in Salford during 1895, the eldest son of Fred and Eliza Jane Stacey.
Fred and Eliza Jane Thompson were married at St. Bartholomew’s Church on 7th April 1890
In total they had eight children, four of whom died young.
On the 1911 census there are three other sons Harry (b.1899), Sidney (b.1901) and Edgar
(b.1902). On this census the family are living at Florin Street in Pendleton.
Father Fred is reported as being a ‘labourer at Fruit Market’ and Walter is an ‘assistant fruit
salesman’
Walter worked for Peter Henshaw potato merchant at Shude Hill Market in Manchester.
He was very popular at St. Ambrose’s Church in Pendleton where he was a lieutenant in the
47th Boys Brigade. Walter enlisted in November 1914 with 20th battalion Manchester Regiment 5th City Pals
The battalion was moved to Morecambe for training and in April 1915 moved to Grantham to join 91st
Brigade, 30th Division. In September 1915 they moved to Larkhill, Salisbury Plain for final training and proceeded to
France in November 1915, landing at Boulogne. On the 20th December 1915, 91st Brigade transferred to 7th Division.
The 20th Manchester’s then transferred to 22nd Brigade still with 7th Division.
In 1916 they were in action during the Battles of the Somme,
The pincer movement by the 22nd Brigade to envelop Fricourt had failed but the main attack on Mametz succeeded.
The XV Corps attack took a considerable amount of ground on the flanks, the right advancing 2,500 yards and the
left 2,000 yards; in the centre the attack failed and although enveloped on three sides Fricourt was not captured The
attack by the 7th Division was a success, having been greatly assisted in the crossing of no man's land by a creeping
barrage and that the attacking battalions were 50–60 yards from the German front line at zero hour. The creeping
barrage lost effect as it moved faster than the infantry and German counter-fire caused an increasing number of
casualties but not enough to stop the attack.
Walter was killed during this action
Walter had been on leave earlier this year to attend his brother, Harry’s funeral.
Writing to Walter’s parents, one of his pals, Pte T. Ward said:
‘Just short lines to say how sorry the lads are that were in your son’s platoon to have lost him as he was so well liked by the lads. I am
sending you his things that I got off him, hoping you receive them alright.
If God spares me to get home I will call and see you, as I live quite close to your house. I will send his watch and trinkets in a registered
parcel as they will be a bit more careful with them. He received a parcel of cigs which we divided among the boys as we thought it was
no use sending them back.’
Sergeant Fender, in the same letter said’
‘Allow me to express my deep sympathy over your son’s and our loss.
I am sure there will not be a sergeant in the Battalion liked by his platoon better than Walter was and I can assure you that the boys,
everyone, were very sorry indeed to lose him’
Walter is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Dantzig Alley, and Weaste Cemetery
Plot F grave 1755 a tablet reads
In memory of
Sergt. F.W. Stacey
20th Man Reg (Pals)
Who was killed in action
July 1st 1916
Aged 23 years
Duty Nobly Done
From his friends in
Smithfield Market

Private 5534 William Herbert Slater 12th battalion Manchester Regiment
William, better known as Bert, was born in Pendleton in 1892.
He was a son of William James and Edith Slater. William and Edith Miller were married in 1890 in Salford.
Their other children were Frank (b.1895, Pendleton) Harold (b. 1897, Pendleton) and Frank (b.1900, Pendleton).
They had a daughter, Edith Louisa who died 9th May 1898 aged 5 years.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Stowell Street in Pendlebury and father William is recorded as being a
‘warehouse’ man.
On the 1901 census they are living at Gladstone Road, Urmston and father is a ‘goods receiving clerk’.
By the 1911 census they are living at Firwood Avenue, Urmston. Father is now a goods checker in a shop.
Bert is a pattern card maker
Judging by his service number Bert joined the 12th Manchester regiment before the end of 1914.
In June the 12th Manchester’s underwent intensive training for the forthcoming battle of the Somme.
They went into action on the 3rd July in an attack on Railway Copse and Bottom Wood near Fricourt, after a hectic
advance to the front they found themselves in two old German trenches looking north towards Contalmaison where
they remained until 5th July.
On the 6th they advanced into Fricourt Wood and were ordered to take Quadrangle Trench, which previous attacks
by two other battalions had failed to take. The attack took place in bright sunlight without any cover.
From the War Dairy 7th July 1916
Battalion arrived at Railway Copse at 06:30 hours and were distributed in trenches on ridge under hedge 800 yards N of Copse which
they reached under heavy fire and with some loss.
07:25 hours Lieut. N.G. Crawhall arrived with orders that we were to assault Quadrangle Support at 08:00 hours, the 9th
Northumberland Fus and 9th West Riding Regt having failed.
There being no time to issue written orders, the C.O. (Lieut. Col E.G. Harrison) and Adjutant (Capt. B. DuVal) went up to hedge to
organise attack.
Attack launched at 07:50 hours from Ridge to go over 9th Bn Northumberland Fus in Quadrangle Trench.
Organisation D and B Coy leading, C Coy support, A Coy Reserve, Battn Bombers held by H.Q.
About 10:00 hours news came of complete failure of attack under barrage and enfilade M.G. Fire.
At 14:30 hours the C.O. was ordered to go up and organise attack with all available troops in Quadrangle Trench and was wounded on
his way up.
The Adjutant sent orders to O.C. 9th North. Fus and advised 52nd Brigade.
Battalion relieved by 51st Brigade at 19:30 hours
These casualties occurred.
Lieut. Col. E.G. Harrison CB DSO Wounded.
Major G.S.W. Rusbridger wounded.
Major H.F. Browell wounded.
Capt. H. McKean killed.
Capt. E.R. Thompson wounded.
Capt. J.H. Betts killed.
Lieut. H. Bate wounded & missing.
Lieut. N.G. Crawhall wounded & missing.
2nd Lt. E. Kingsley wounded & missing BK.
2nd Lt. F. Latimer killed.
2nd Lt. J. Adams wounded.
2nd Lt. J.S. Greenwood killed.
2nd Lt. A.B. King killed.
2nd Lt. C.J. Alderton killed.
2nd Lt E.F. Smith killed,
and 539 other ranks………...….Bert was one of these
Bert is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery
Plot H grave 2293 reads
William Herbert (Bert)
Their beloved son
12th Man Reg
Killed in action in France
7th July 1916, aged 25 years

Private 10194 George Smith 4th platoon ‘A’ company 15th Lancashire Fusiliers
George (b.1886, Pendleton) was the oldest son of Robert and Hannah Smith
Robert married Hannah Kendrick in the December quarter of 1885 in Barton on Irwell.
In total they had eight children.
Other sons were Samuel (b.1892) Thomas (b.1902).
Their daughters were Matilda (b.1890) Mary (b. 1897) and Ethel (b. 1899)
All the children were born in Pendleton and they had two other children who died young.
On the 1891 census the family lived at New Thomas Street, Pendleton and Robert was reported as being a ‘cotton
loom over looker’
They were at the same address on the 1901 census, father Robert had the same job and George was reported as an
‘office boy’
By the 1911 census the family were living at Broughton Road, Pendlebury and father still doing the same job.
George was working in a ‘card room’ in a cotton mill.
George married Grace Mackay Haddow at St, Thomas’s Church in the June quarter 1911.
George enlisted, during August 1914, in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was
raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th
December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, George was one of them

Local newspaper said:
‘Private George Smith, 15th Lancashire Fusiliers, reported missing on July 1st, now presumed killed on that date, formerly resided at
Slater Street, Pendleton.
Previous to joining the Army in August 1914, he was employed at the Bentick Street, Farnworth as an overlooker, and was a well known
member of the Seedley Hornets R.F.C’
George is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, The Rolls of Honour at St. Thomas’s Church, St. Anne’s
Church (Bridleheath) and Weaste Cemetery.

Plot 37 grave 1002 reads
Pte. George Smith 15th Lanc.
Beloved husband of
Grace Mackay Smith
Killed in action July 1st 1916
Aged 29 years

Lance Corporal 27441 William Whalley 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
William was born in 1879 (Salford) the eldest son of William and Mary Whalley
On the 1901 census, the family are living at Barrow Street, Salford and shows their other children as;
Thomas (b.1882), Alfred (b.1884), Catherine (b.1888), James (b.1891) and Margaret (b.1894).
All the children were born in Salford. Father William is a labourer at an iron foundry.
His son, William is a ‘timber carrier’ Also boarding with them is Mary Ann Midgley, a lithographic ‘feeder’
Missing on the census is his father William, who died on 29th January 1911 aged 54 years.
Young William marries Mary Midgley in the June quarter of 1901
By the 1911 census William and Mary Ann are living at James Street, Salford.
By this time they have five children, William (b. 1902), Annie (b. 1904). Mary (b.1906), Margaret (b.1918) and James
Edwin (b.1911) William is reported as being a ‘slinger of timber in a wood merchant’s yard’.
Also living with him are his widowed mother and his sisters Catherine and Margaret who are both recorded as being
‘tennis ball coverers’. By the start of the war the family are living at Hatherton Street, Salford. William is working at
Ashton’s timber Yard in Wallness Road, and his wife Mary Ann has twin girls, Catherine and Theresa in 1915.
William enlisted in December 1914 as Private 13088 in the Lancashire Fusiliers.
Some time later he becomes Private 27441 in 5th platoon ‘B’ company 15th Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals) who
began initial training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out. From the battalion’s War diaries, those who survived in ‘in billets’, in ‘support’ or ‘burying dead’ for
the rest of the month. They remained ‘in billets’ until 21st August when they relieved the 11th Border Regiment
(another battalion almost wiped out on 1st July) at the right subsector the Cambrin section
At 23:40 hours on 24th August ‘the enemy front line was heavily bombarded by our artillery T.M etc, N & S of MINE POINT in
conjunction with a venture by the Division on our right. The enemy retaliated heavily on our front line blowing in a deep dugout.
Our causalities, chiefly due to falling in of above were; Killed: O.R. 10 Wounded: 6. William was one of the killed.
Local newspaper states:
‘The death in action on 25th August is reported of Lance Corporal William Whalley, Lancashire Fusiliers’ (1st Salford) at the aged of 38.
He enlisted in December 1914 and went into a vigorous spell of training at Conway, Catterick Bridge and Codford St. Mary’s. . Prior to
enlistment he was employed, at Ashton’s timber yard in Wallness Road, Salford, for some eighteen years.
Whalley leaves a wife and seven children’
Private A. Harrison wrote to Mrs. Whalley on August 26th as follows
‘I regret very much to inform you that your husband Lance Corporal W. Whalley was killed in action on Friday August 25th.
We were holding a most important part of the line and were under heavy shell fire. Your husband who was placed on his post,
fearlessly stayed there, cheerfully encouraging the others. It will, I think, be some consolation to you to know that he suffered no pain.
He will be greatly missed by all his comrades of his platoon. Please accept my deepest sympathy, also that of the men of his company.’
William is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Cambrin, the Roll of honour at Salford Cathedral and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot K grave 625 reads
William Whalley
Beloved son of the above
Killed in action Aug. 25th 1916
Aged 38 years

Private 10985 Albert Stones 16th platoon ‘D’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
Albert was born in Salford in 1885, a son of Daniel and Betsy Stones.
On the 1891 census the family were living at George Street in Salford.
Father Daniel is reported as being a ‘provision dealer’
The other children being Sarah Jane (b. 1870, Salford) and Fred (b.1874, Salford)
On the 1901 census Albert was living with his sister Jane and her family at Claremont Street, Salford.
Albert is reported as being an ‘iron moulder’
On 4th November 1905 Albert married Harriet Jackson at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Salford and Albert’s
occupation is reported as a ‘tripe dresser’.
On the1911 census Albert and Harriet were living at Talbot Street in Salford.
Albert’s occupation is still a ‘tripe dresser’
They have one child, Albert (b. 1907, Salford) and Harriet’s widowed father is living with them.
Albert enlisted, during October 1914, in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers which was
raised in Salford on the 15th November 1914. They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th
December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, George was one of them but initially was reported ‘as missing.’
Local newspaper
Mrs. Stones of Talbot Street, Salford would be pleased to hear any news of her husband, Private Albert Stones Lancashire Fusiliers,
10985, First Salford battalion who is reported missing.
Private Stones is 32 years of age enlisted in October 1914 and went on active service in November last.
He was employed by Fred Hill, tripe dresser in Regent Road, Salford.
Albert is remembered on the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Roll of Honour at St. Clements Church and Weaste
Cemetery.

Plot F grave 970 reads
Pte. Albert Stones
15th L.F.
Son of the above
Killed in action in France
July 1st 1916, in his 32nd year

Private 25133 Stanley Tomlinson 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (1st Salford Pals)
Stanley a fifth son of James and Maria Tomlinson was born in Salford in 1894.
His brothers were James (b.1875), Ernest (b.1891), Frank (b.1880) and Charles (b.1883)
They were all born in Salford.
In 1911 the family lived at Goodier Lane, Salford.
Father James was reported as being an ‘electric car cleaner’ for the Tramway department.
Stanley is a pattern card maker for an electrical engineer.
Later the family moved to Withington Street, Salford.
Stanley enlisted, in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to Conway for training.
They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in Shropshire at Prees
Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June 1915 to Catterick in
North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out, Stanley was wounded during this action and later reported as ‘missing’
Local newspaper:
Mr. Tomlinson of Withington Street (off Eccles New Road), Salford has reported the following letter as to his son, Private Tomlinson
(25133) 15th Lancashire Fusiliers, from Lieutenant H.S. Hughes:
‘It is deep regret that we have to inform you that your son is reported missing since the recent attack made on German lines. It is
impossible for us to tell you everything further about him, but hope you have more definite news of him before long’

Stanley is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery

Plot F grave 1277 reads:
Pte. Stanley Tomlinson 15th L. F.
Missing in the battle of the Somme
July 1st 1916, aged 22 years
Nobly doing his duty
His brother Charles also joined the colours and served at Private 216954 Charles Stones in Army Service Corps.
Charles survived the war.

Lance Corporal 11037 Robert Warden 16th platoon ‘D’ company 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers
Robert was born in Chorley (1893) a son of John and Jane Warden.
On the 1901 census Robert was living with his widowed mother at Marlborough Street in
Heywood. On the 1911 census Robert is recorded as being a ‘stepson’ of Frank and Janet
Creegan living at Allendale Street in Salford.
Also there is his brother William.
Robert is recorded as being a ‘labourer’ plumber working for Manchester Education
Department. He enlisted in November 1914, in the 1st Salford Pals ….the 15th battalion
Lancashire Fusiliers. Prior to the war he was an active member of Adelphi Lads Club and
working in the plumbing section of the Manchester Education department.
They began training near home (Heaton Park) and on the 28th December 1914 they moved to
Conway for training. They became part of the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division and moved in May 1915 to concentrate in
Shropshire at Prees Heath. The camp was found to be too wet for training and the Division moved on the 21st June
1915 to Catterick in North Yorkshire, using the firing ranges at Strenshall.
In August 1915 they moved for final training and firing practice at Codford on Salisbury Plain.
They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 22nd November 1915.
They attacked Thiepval Ridge on The Somme on the 1stJuly 1916, the action resulted in the 1st Salford Pals being
almost wiped out; Robert was wounded during this action.
Local newspaper
‘Corporal Robert Warden, Lancashire Fusiliers, 1st Salford has died of wounds received in the action of July ½.
He enlisted in November 1914, trained at Conway, Catterick and Codford and went on active service November last. He formerly resided
at Allendale Street, Salford, worked for the Manchester Education Committee in the plumbing department and was a popular member
of the Adelphi Lads Club harriers and football teams’
Robert is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Bouzincourt, the Rolls of Honour at Adelphi Lads Club, Manchester
Education and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot J grave 684
Cpl. Robert Warden 15th L.F.
Died of wounds July 12th 1916
Aged 23 years
Roberts’s brother William, is serving as Sergeant 244926 William Warden Royal Army Service Camel Transport
Corps
His stepbrother, Company Sergeant 10527 Major Francis Creegan 15th battalion Lancashire Fusiliers and was
also killed in the action of 1st July.

Private 11683 John Reginald Taylor 2nd platoon “A” company 19th battalion Manchester Regiment
John was born in Milnrow in 1893 a son of Albert and Annie Taylor.
There other child was Elsie (b. 1899, Milnrow)
They had a third child, Horace who died on 7th December 1908 aged 14 years.
In 1901 the family had lived at Oxford Street, Salford.
On the 1911 census they were living at Ashwell Street in Pendleton, Albert was recorded as being ‘ shop assistant’
and John as being an ‘upholster’ working for the Co-op.
John enlisted in the 4th City Pals of the Manchester Regiment in September 1914.
He had been in all the battles the battalion fought since November 1915.
On the 23rd July 1916 Guillemont was attacked by the 21st Brigade of the 30th Division.
In this region, the British artillery had good observation over the German defences.
Consequently the British bombardment caused great damage to the German trench lines and, in most cases, the
German wire.
The 19th Manchester’s attacked on the right beginning at 3.40 am advancing from the eastern face of Trones Wood
in the face of heavy rifle, machine gun fire and artillery fire.
“A” Company of the Battalion got into the German front line trench north of the village but charges by groups of men
and officers failed and the remnants fell back into the German trench.
“C” attacked alongside the Guillemont road entering the village by the church.
“D” Company had been unable to get through the German wire south of the road and the situation quickly became
untenable with “C” Company being surrounded and cut off.
However whilst the British bombardment had caused damage to the German trench lines, the German machinegunners had changed their tactics because of previous well-directed British bombardments and instead of remaining
in the trench-lines, they had moved to shell-holes clear of their trenches so that the British artillery now had no clear
German trench line to bombard but had to bombard a whole area of ground using an immense amount of
ammunition to destroy the German defenders.
At 06:00 hours it was clear these unsupported attacks against the Guillemont position were doomed to fail
particularly following a German counter-attack by storm-troops and with the German machine-gunners in shell-holes
on the flanks of the attack opening up on the British attackers.
The attackers had therefore to pull back but a withdrawal to the start position outside Trones Wood was in itself
fraught with danger being exposed to German machine gun and shell fire, a particularly heavy German barrage
falling on No Man’s Land.
In the action the 19th battalion sustained 571 casualties.
John was one of the wounded.
After treatment in a Clearing Station and then a Field Hospital, John was sent to the Fallowfield Military Hospital in
Rusholme. Sadly John died on 8th August
Local newspaper
‘Private John Reginald Taylor, Manchester Regiment ‘Pals’, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Taylor of Ashwell Street, Seedley died on August 8th
at Fallowfield Military Hospital from wounds received in action on July 23rd
Private Taylor was 24 years of age, joined the Manchester Pals in September 1914 and had been on active service since November last.
Prior to enlisting he worked at the CWS Cabinet works in Lower Broughton.’
John is remembered at Weaste Cemetery and on the Roll of Honour at CWS Broughton Cabinet Factory.
Plot M grave 94 reads (the grave is also listed on the CWGC web site)
John Reginald, their son
(4th battalion Pals)
Who died of wounds received in
France Aug 8th in his 24th year

Photo: www.rusholmearchive.org/rusholme-military-hospitals

Corporal 10225 Walter Ratcliffe Winsby 5th platoon ‘B’ company 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
Walter was born in Hulme (1896) a son of Alfred and Ellen Winsby.
Alfred and Ellen Bostock married in Chorlton during 1891.
They had two other sons, both born in Hulme, William (b.1892) and Joseph (b.1898)
Sadly Ellen died in 1898 aged 28 years.
Alfred married again on 10th February 1900 to Elizabeth Semple at Christ Church, Salford.
On the 1901 census the family lived at Rosa Street, Salford and Alfred was recorded as being a ‘baker’
By 1911 the family were at Lincoln Street, Salford and Alfred was now a ‘confectionery baker’ and Walter was an
office boy at a shipping agents
Alfred enlisted on 4th September 1914 into the Manchester Pals and had been fighting with his battalion in France
since last November.
On July 9th the 18th battalion were ordered to follow the 17th battalion through the shattered wood to the eastern
edge. The few survivors, mostly ‘B’ Company and a few men from ‘A’ and ‘C’ company collected ammunition from
the dead and wounded, fixed bayonets and followed the men of the 17th
A hurricane bombardment rained down and the men lost touch with each other as they staggered about the smashed
remnants of the wood. Less than 30 minutes later the attack was broken up.
About midday, the position became impossible and the Battalion was ordered to withdraw as it was being gradually
wiped out to no purpose.
At 22:00Hours, with less than 100 men remaining the battalion moved to Chimney trench where it remained for the
next 28 hours. The trenches offered little cover from the constant shelling and was regularly strafed by machine gun
fire resulting in many casualties. (From: www.themanchesters.org)
Walter was wounded during this action and died two days later aged 20 years and nine months
Local newspaper
‘The parents of Corporal Walter Radcliffe Winsby (10225) 18th service battalion Manchester regiment (Pals) have received word that
their son died of wounds on July 11th received two days previously. He died at the base hospital. The wounds comprised injuries to the
back, foot and arm.
Captain T. Wolfendale wrote to the mother on July 22nd stating:
‘It is with deepest regret that I learn of the death of your son, from wounds, Corporal Winsby.
He was a splendid fellow and had just been promoted to the full rank of corporal for his good work in the first battle on July 1st.
He was wounded in our second attack.
We are sorry to lose such a good N.C.O.’
Walter is remembered at the CWGC Memorial La Neuville, the Roll of Honour at Wm. Briggs Co. Ltd and at Weaste
Cemetery.
Plot 36 grave 964 reads
Walter Radcliffe
Son of the above
Died in France July 11th 1916
Aged 20 years

Manchester Evening News: 29th July 1916

Private 12785 Peter Williams 17th platoon ‘E’ company 19th battalion Manchester Regiment
Peter was born in Manchester (1885) was a son of Peter (b. 1860, Salford) and Mary Williams (b.1863, Walsall)
Their other children, all born in Salford were Alice (b.1884), Martha (b.1889), Cissy (b.1889), Charles
(b.1892),Thomas (b.1897), Isaac (b.1900), William (b.1902) and Harry (b.1907)
Four other children died young.
Father Peter died 1907 aged 47 years
On the 1891 census the family lived at West Wilton Place in Salford and father Peter is reported as being a
‘carpenter’
In 1901 the family still lived at the same address and father Peter is reported as being a ‘joiner’
His son, Peter is a ‘grey cloth hooker’
By 1911 the family are at Sutherland Place in Salford and young Peter is a ‘warehouse man’ at a calico works
Peter enlisted in August 1914 into the Manchester Regiment.
After training the 19th battalion was in active service since November 1915.
On Sunday 23rd July 1916, the 19th battalion was involved in the attack on Guillemont, Somme.
The attack commenced at 03:40 hours with the battalion attacking the village from Trones Wood.
They met with heavy machine gun, rifle and shell-fire, which inflicted heavy casualties.
When the attack ceased later that day, the 19th Manchester’s had suffered nearly 600 men killed, wounded, and
missing.
Peter was involved in this attack, at first he was reported as ‘missing and later as ‘died during this attack’
Local newspaper
‘Private Peter Williams (12785) Manchester Regiment reported missing in France on July 23rd 1916; is now presumed to have been killed
on that date. Private Williams was 31 years of age and joined the Army in August 1914. He went on active service in November 1915.
In civil life the deceased soldier lived at West Albert Street, Salford and was employed in a warehouse in Manchester.’
Peter is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot B2 grave 14583 reads
Pte. Peter Williams
Son of above
No. 12785 19th Manchester Reg. (Pals)
Killed in action in France
July 23rd 1916 aged 31 years
For King and country.

Private 15912 Alfred Withington 7th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (Preston Pals)
Alfred (b.1883, Salford) was the eldest son of Charles (b.1858, Manchester) and Hannah (b.1860, Salford)
Withington
Charles married Hannah Haslam at St. Clements Church, Salford on 26th December 1881.
In total they had ten children, sadly four of them died young, two of them twin brothers Charles and Peter who were
born on 6th May 1888 and very sadly died a few weeks later.
Their other surviving children were George (b.1884), Charlotte (b.1890), Florence (b.1895), Mary (b.1900) and Violet
(b.1903). All the children were born on Salford
Alfred enlisted during September 1914 into the 7th battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment was formed in Preston
as part of the Second New Army (K2)
For training it moved to Tidworth to join the 56th Brigade of the 19th Division, and then moved to Witchurch.
During March 1915 the battalion moved back to Tidworth.
On 17th July 1915 the battalion was mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne and engaged in various action on the
Western Front
The fight for High Wood, which had begun on 14th July, went on until mid-September.
The wood sits on ground that gives the occupier militarily vital observation south to the Montauban ridge, east to
Delville Wood and north east towards Flers and Guedecourt
The first British units entered the wood late on 14th July 1916, but the Germans had recovered from the British
breakthrough at Bazentin earlier that day and were now manning the “Switch Line” trench system which ran through
the back of the wood.
Both sides fought tenaciously to possess the wood.
It became an epicentre of the bloody attack and counter-attack
After a period in camp near Albert the 19th Division, including the 7th LNL battalion moved to attack the German’s
Switch Line north of Bazentin- le-Petit on 23 July.
However 7th LNL could make no progress attacking the German’s Intermediate Trench which was strongly held and
they suffered very heavy casualties in the process.
During the period 1st – 24th July the battalion had 18 officers and 454 other ranks killed, wounded or missing
Alfred was wounded during this action but died on the same day, July 20th
Alfred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Morlancourt and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot J grave 194 reads
Alfred son of the above
Who was killed in action in France
July 20th 1916, aged 34 years
God be with you till we meet again

Private 11085 Alfred Whitby 18th platoon ‘E’ company 18th battalion Manchester Regiment (3rd Pals)
Alfred who was born on 28th October 1895 in Salford was a son of Alfred and Mary Ann Whitby.
Mary Ann Tench married Alfred Whitby on 23rd December 1888 at St. Clements Church, Salford.
In total the couple had twelve children, sadly seven of them died young.
Six of them were George (b.1892) Annie (b.1897) Henry (B.1900) Stanley (b.1901), Lillian (b.1903) and Robert
(b.1906)
The other surviving children were Frederick (b.1890), John (b.1891), Elizabeth (b.1894) and Benjamin (b.1911). All
the children were born in Salford.
On the 1891 census the family were at Thorpe Street in Salford and father is reported as being a ‘shipwright’
They are at the same address in 1901 and father’s job is a ‘boat builder’
By 1911 they had moved to Hulton Street, Salford and father is again reported as being a ‘shipwright’
His son Alfred is reported to be an apprentice ‘boat builder’
Alfred enlisted on 1st February 1915 into the 3rd City Pals Manchester Regiment.
During training he was absent of barracks on two occasions, 6th June from midnight to 21:00hours on 7th June.
His punishment for the offence was ‘three days confined to barracks and loss of 1 days pay’
The second absence from barracks was from 21:30 hours 10th October to 09:15 hours on the 11th October.
His punishment for this offence was ‘eight days confined to barracks and loss of 2 days pay.’
He was posted to France on 8th November
Alfred was involved in several actions prior to the ‘big push’
July 1st: the 18th battalion’s orders had read:
“After the first bombardment has been completed they will come and go to Montauban by the communication trenches, moving on top
and beside the trench. In the event of coming under fire they will get in to the trench and continue to move as fast as possible. As far
as possible the loads of casualties will be picked up and taken on.
Carrying parties must not halt on account of hostile fire”.
The battalion ‘went over’ the top at 07:30 hours
10:30 hours the men finally arrive in the battered village of Montauban.
For the rest of the day the men frantically dug trenches and reversed fire steps ready for the inevitable German
counter attack.
All across the battlefield the men from ‘A’ and ‘D’ company were engaged in clearing the trenches of pockets of the
enemy left behind in the rapid advance.
Prisoners and wounded were rounded up and sent to the rear and ammunition, stores and water were taken forward.
Throughout the next day and into the night the German counter attacks came and the rest of the 18th Battalion and
the Royal Scots were drafted in to the trenches as the casualties mounted.
3rd July: Some 48 hours after leaving their assembly trenches the 90th Brigade was relieved and the 18th
Manchester’s marched to happy valley-about 2 miles from Bray.
Though other battalion’s won the glory that was achieved in the attack the 18th suffered a considerable mauling in
performing its work.
An officer describing the work of the Brigade said;
“It was truly magnificent. The men advanced like veterans and one could hardly believe they were entering upon a life and death
struggle for they had the appearance of carrying out a practice manoeuvre”.
4th -7th July: the 17th battalion was engaged on clearing the battlefield and provided burial parties for the brigade.
7th July: the battalion moved to the old British front line trenches at Maricourt.
The first attack on the German positions in Trones wood was to be carried out by the 21st Brigade and the 18th and
19th Manchester battalions were to go forward in support.

The 2nd Wiltshire’s and a party of the 19th battalion managed to gain a foothold in the southern end of the wood.
About15:00 hours the 18th and 19th Manchester’s went forward in support and the 18th were ordered to rush in to the
wood.
At about this time the battalion HQ was struck by a shell and the Commanding officer was wounded-dying the next
day. Captain Charles Henshall was killed by the same shell and RSM George Murnaghan (popularly know as
“Micky”) was knocked out by a shell.
The OC of ‘D’ company, Major Phillip Godlee assumed command.
During the night enemy bombing attacks were repulsed and the enemy driven off.
8th July: At 16:00hours the rest of the battalion arrived in the wood and set about building a fire step and tried to link
up the shattered trenches.
Throughout the day and following night the shelling was intense and casualties were heavy. 3 times the enemy
attacked and were repulsed by Lewis gun and rifle fire.
9th July: the 18th Manchester’s were ordered to follow the 17th Manchester’s through the shattered wood to the
eastern edge. The few survivors, mostly ‘B’ Company and a few men from ‘A’ and ‘C’ company collected ammunition
from the dead and wounded, fixed bayonets and followed the men of the 17th.
A hurricane bombardment rained down and the men lost touch with each other as they staggered about the smashed
remnants of the wood.
Less than 30 minutes later the attack was broken up.
About midday, the position became impossible and the Battalion was ordered to withdraw as it was being gradually
wiped out to no purpose.
At 22:00 hours, with less than 100 men remaining the battalion moved to Chimney trench where it remained for the
next 28 hours.
The trenches offered little cover from the constant shelling and was regularly strafed by machine gun fire resulting in
many casualties. (www.themanchesters.org)
Alfred was killed in Trones Wood during this action of 9th July
Alfred is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval, the Roll of Honour at St. Clements Church, Salford and at
Weaste Cemetery.

Plot H grave 786 reads
Pte. Alfred Whitby
Their beloved son
Killed at Trones Wood July 9th 1916.
Aged 20 years
Not forgotten

Private 31274 Frank Wilber 18th battalion Manchester Regiment
Frank (b. 1892, Harpurhey) was a son of Joseph.
Not sure who his mother was.
Using the 1911 census as a guide Joseph’s wife is reported as being married 20 years and having had five children,
sadly two of whom died.
However Joseph married Ann Maria Cowen in Prestwich during 1898 and I cannot find a death recorded for a first
wife (from BMD index there were two marriages to a ‘Joseph Wilber’ in 1882, one to a ‘Jane Burke’ and one to a
‘Margaret Yates’)
On 1901 census the family were at Wembury Street in Prestwich and Joseph was recorded as being a ‘drain pipe
fitter’.
By 1911 the family had moved to Herbert Street, Blackley and Joseph was now a ‘mechanic’ in a chemical works.
Frank is recorded as being a ‘plumber’
Frank enlisted on 1st June 1915 with the 18th battalion Manchester Regiment.
After training he was drafted to France on 7th April 1916
Frank was involved inn actions leading up to the attack on Trones Wood on 26th July.
At 23:00 hours the 18th battalion left the assembly trenches at brick lane for the 3 mile march through Trones wood
(captured 2 days before). Orders were given to put on gas helmets and the battalion marched in great discomfort.
Many men were lost in the deep shell holes and some preferred to remove their gas helmets and never took part in
the battle.
The men emerged from the wood at 04:30 hours and reached the assembly trenches just in time for the 05:00 zero
hour.
The men moved off at the allotted time towards Guillemont.
The attack was carried out despite the heavy mist that made keeping direction difficult.
The 18th gained their objective and established themselves in the western suburbs of the village.
Some 150 prisoners were taken by the men but the German barrage falling behind them stopped the 17th battalion
moving up and the remnants of the 18th were taken prisoner.
The majority of the battalion who fell in the advance lay in no mans land until September 16th -six weeks or so later.
The operations carried on until 15:30 hours on the 31st July when the remnants of the battalion marched back to the
citadel. The casualties for the attack on Guillemont were:
470 men killed, wounded or missing and of 16 officers’ who took part in the battle only 1 returned.
(www.themanchesters.org)
Frank was reported ‘missing in action’ on July 30th

The above reads
25-12-1916
Sir,
I have been making enquires, but without success.
Hoping to have good news, from you, before long.
Yours respectfully
Mrs. A.Wilber
A simple touching letter; from a mother’ trying to find
information about her son.
Note the date

Frank is remembered t the CWGC Memorial at Thiepval and Weaste Cemetery.
Plot H grave 1273 reads
Frank Wilber
Killed on the Somme July 30th 1916
Aged 24 years

Private 31180 Harold White 24th battalion Manchester Regiment
Harold was born in Lower Broughton in 1896, a son of Thomas and Mary White.
Thomas H.B. White married Mary Ellen Manley at St. John’s, Manchester in 1873
In total they had sixteen children, eight of whom died.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Princess Street, in Broughton and Thomas was reported as being a ‘cotton
warehouse man’ On 1901 and 1911 censuses the family lived at Lower Broughton Road, Broughton.
Father Thomas was still a ‘warehouse man’ and Harold reported as being a ‘junior clerk’
Mother Mary was a ‘shop keeper’ and Harold’s sister Lillian was employed at an ‘envelope maker’
Harold enlisted on 23rd November 1915 into the 24th battalion Manchester Regiment
On 29th May 1916 Harold got a punishment of ‘7 days confined to barracks and loss of two days pay’ for overstaying
a pass by 5½ hours.
He was posted to France on 31st May 1916 by which time the battalion had been changed to a ‘Pioneer battalion’ for
the 7th Division and they moved to the village of Aumont, near Amiens, later to move to Morlancourt near Albert.
Here they suffered their first casualties of the war, carrying out the duties of pioneers in the front lines and to the rear
of them.
In the battle of the Somme the 24th Manchester’s were engaged in converting the German trenches captured around
Fricourt into strong point’s and consolidating the gains of the 7th Division.
Compared with other units the battalion suffered very light casualties of eight men.
On the 14th July the battalion followed up the attack on Bazention le Petit, to build a strongpoint in the village, taking
52 casualties.
On the 30th August the 7th Division was to make it's attack on the disputed village of Guinchy, the 24th Manchester’s
were employed building the support trenches needed, although the attack was not successful, the preparation work
cost the battalion 38 casualties.
Harold was wounded in this action; he received gun shot wounds to both legs.
After treatment in the Clearing Station and local base hospital, he was sent back to England.
He was admitted to the 1st Birmingham War Hospital on September 15th
Sadly Harold died on the 29th September.
He is remembered at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot 37 grave 319 reads
Pte. Harold White Man. Reg.
Dearly loved youngest son of the above
Died of wounds at Ginchey
Sep 29th 1916, aged 21 years
His the supreme sacrifice

Manchester Evening News 28th September 1918

Manchester Evening News 29th September 1917

Signaller 17753 Ben Thompson 15th battalion Royal Scots
Ben was born in Salford (1895) a son of Travis (b. 1864, Bakewell) and Caroline (1868, Salford) Thompson.
Travis married Caroline Cosby in Salford in 1891, she was his second wife.
They had four other children, Arthur (b.1893), Maud (b.1897), Rose (b.1900) and Carrie (b.1904)
All the children were born in Salford
Travis’s first wife was Sarah Jane Frankland (b.1864, Manchester) who he married at St. Mary’s Church in Disley in
1887. They had one child, Travis (b.1889)
Sadly Sarah Jane died 1st May 1891 aged 27 years.
The family had further bereavements in 1905 when father Travis died on 10th June aged 41 years and about 4 weeks
later on 15th July his son Travis died, aged 17 years.
On the 1891 census the family lived at Lincoln Street, Salford and Travis was recorded as being a ‘blacksmith’
On the 1901 census they were living at School Street, Salford and Travis was still a ‘blacksmith’
By 1911 the family had moved to Melrose Street, Pendleton and Ben was recorded as being a ‘dispatch clerk’ in
drapery warehouse
Ben enlisted on 25th September 1914, in Manchester, into the 15th battalion Royal Scots.
During training, on 10th December 1915, he was ‘late on parade’ and was punished with a ‘fine’ of three days
confined to barracks. His battalion was drafted to France on 8th January 1916.
The 15th and 16th battalions were in the initial assault on 1st July which was preceded by a six-day long
bombardment. Both battalions were on the right flank of 34th Division which sat astride the Albert-Bapaume road and
their initial objective was the once heavily fortified, but by the now ruined, village of La Boiselle.
The enemy’s front line consisted of front, support and reserve trenches, all well protected by barbed wire.
The 15th was to advance to a strong point, subsequently named Scots Redoubt, which lay some two kilometres
south-east of La Boiselle. Thereafter the 16th was to pass through the 15th and advance to the outskirts of
Contalmaison.
At 07:30 hours 1st July the first waves of the 15th battalion swarmed over their parapets ‘with great heart and in grand
form’ and began to advance against the German positions. Almost immediately it became clear that neither the
preliminary bombardment, nor four pre-placed mines, had achieved their intended results.
The attackers were met with a deadly mixture of artillery and machine-gun fire.
They pressed on but soon the long, assaulting lines became mere clusters of survivors.
Miraculously the survivors of ‘C’ company managed to reach the extreme right of the 15th Battalion’s objective, the
German front trench, known as ‘Peake’ trench, just north of Birch Tree Wood (also known as Peake Wood). They
were joined there by survivors of the 16th battalion as well as soldiers from the Suffolk Regiment, who had been on
their left flank. That composite group was the only part of the Division to gain its initial objective. However, in doing
so, it found itself dangerously exposed and was forced to withdraw to the vicinity of Wood Alley where, at a strength
of around 100, in the overall confusion it seems likely that the Germans were unaware of the tiny pocket of British
troops in their midst as no counter-attack was mounted.
During the night the force grew in strength as it was joined by other groups which had survived the day’s fighting. Sir
George McCrae, Commanding Officer of the 16th battalion, managed to reach the survivors who then numbered one
officer and about 150 men from the 16th, two officers and about 85 men from the 15th and six officers and 60 men
from the Lincolns, Suffolks and Northumberland Fusiliers.
(www.theroyalscots.co.uk)
Ben was wounded in this action and died at #5 Causality Clearing Station at Corbie on July 4th
He is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Corbie, The Roll of Honour at St. Thomas’s and at Weaste Cemetery.
Plot F grave 817 reads
Sig. Ben Thompson, 15th Royal Scots
Died of wounds July 4th 1916
Aged 21 years

Private 23499 Samuel Stanway 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment
Samuel was born in Salford in1893, the only child of John William (b.1862, Salford) and Mary Ellen Stanway (b.1864,
Salford)
John married Mary Ellen Walker at St. Clements Church is Salford in 1892.
In 1901 the family lived at Cromwell Street, Salford and John is recorded as being a ‘book keeper in a cotton mill’
Sadly John died on 14th July 1905.
On the 1911 census the family are at Frances Street, Salford and Mary Ellen is reported as being a ‘calico weaver’
and Samuel is a ‘pawnbrokers assistant’
Samuel enlisted on 24th November 1914 into the 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment which was formed at
Seaforth in September 1914.
The 12th battalion King’s Liverpool Regiment was part of the 20th (Light) Division.
In January 1915 the battalion was transferred to 61st Brigade but in same Division.
27th July 1915 they landed at Boulogne.
Samuel was in several actions and was treat onn20th May for a gun shot wound.
After being in the ‘big push’ at the beginning of July the 12th battalion were in action during the Battle of FlersCourcelette, which started on 15th September 1916.
This was a large-scale general renewal of the offensive after the weeks of attritional fighting for the third German
system at Pozieres, High Wood, Delville Wood, Guillemont and Ginchy.
Tanks were used for the first time in this battle.
Few in number, mechanically unreliable and as yet without proven tactics for their best use, the small numbers of
tanks that actually went into action had an important positive effect. High Wood and Delville Wood were finally
cleared and a deep advance was made to Flers and towards Combles.
Samuel was wounded during this action and after treatment for gun shot wounds to the abdomen,.
Sadly he died at the 5th Causality Clearing Station at Corbie on the 16th September.
By September 1921 his mother had not received her son’s ‘Memorial Plaque’ which was issued after the War to the
next-of-kin of all British and Empire service personnel who were killed as a result of the war.
She wrote to her son’s unit.
The letter below is the reply.

Samuel is remembered at the CWGC Memorial at Corbie, The Rolls of Honour at Salford Lads Club, Christ Church,
Stowell, Hough & Hoseason & Co., and at Weaste Cemetery.

Plot A12 grave 3923 reads
Pte. Samuel Stanway K.L.R.
The beloved only son of the above
Who died of wounds
At Corbie, France, Sept. 16th 1916
Fighting for the Liberty, he gained eternal rest.

Not forgotten
Frederick Bradley
Plot A9 grave 1237
reads
Frederick Bradley
10th batt. R.B.
Killed in action Sep. 3rd 1916
Aged 25 years

William Eaton
Plot J grave 714 reads
In loving memory of
Sgt. William Eaton
20th batt Lancs. Fus.
Killed in action in France
July 24th 1916
Aged 35 years

Arthur Edwards
Plot J grave 201
reads
Arthur
Killed in action in France
July 14th 1916
Aged 21 years

John Edwards
Plot M grave 715
reads
Sergt. John Edwards 11th L.F.
Killed in France Aug. 4th 1916
Aged 47 years
A duty nobly done

Thomas Edwards
Plot G grave 626
(CWGC) reads
3851 Lance Cpl
T. Edwards
Royal Lancaster Regiment
18th July 1916, aged 34 years

Robert Ellis
Plot H grave 1809
reads
Robert, beloved husband of
Ada Ellis & son of above
Who was killed in France
July 1st 1916 aged 24 years
Too dearly loved to be forgotten

John William Evans
Plot A3 grave 4074
reads
John William’ their son
Killed in France
July 1st 1916

Thomas Evans
Plot H grave 2129 reads
Our dear brother
Pte. Thomas Evans
Killed in action Sep. 21st 1916
Aged 34 years
The great sacrifice

Henry Fellows
Plot 37 grave 1616
reads
Pte. Henry Fellows
Who fell in action in France
On August 4th 1916, aged 25 years
Greater love hath no man than
this
That a man lay down his life for
his friends

George W. Furnace
Plot G grave 1463
reads
George W. Furnace
Killed on the Somme
July 1st 1916
Aged 27 years

Thomas Henry Gibbons
Plot 37 grave 1075 read
Pte. Thomas Henry Gibbons
(16th LF’s) killed in action
July 2nd 1916
Aged 43 years

William Goodwin
Plot 24 grave 3979
(CWGC) reads
10767 Private
W. Goodwin
Lancashire Fusiliers
24th August 1916

Samuel Goodwin
Plot J grave 3482
(CWGC) reads
Also in memory of
His brother Samuel
Killed in action
In France

John Robert Hartley
Plot H grave 1395 reads
John Robert Hartley
Grandson of the above
Who was killed in France July 2nd 1916
In his 24th years

Not forgotten
Stanley Tomlinson
Heaton
Plot 31 grave 2277
reads
Their beloved son
Stanley Tomlinson Heaton
2nd Lieut.
1/6th batt. West Yorks Regt
Who fell in action at Thiepval
Sept. 27th 1916
Aged 22 years

William H. Hickes

Harold B. Hilton

Plot J grave 371 reads
Drummer William H. Hickes
18th Man. Pals
The beloved son of
William & Betsy Hickes
Died of wounds received in France
July 31st 1916, aged 20 years

Plot 33 grave 2289
(CWGC) reads
6444 Serjeant
H.B. Hilton D.C.M.
King’s Royal Rifle Corps
29th July 1916

Alfred George Holme
Plot G grave 75 reads
Lanc. Cpl. Alfred George Holme
15th Lan. Fus.
Killed in France July 1st 1916.
Aged 20 years
He sleeps the sleep of a Hero

Richard Holme
Plot F grave 1641
reads
Pte. Richard Holme (L.F.’s)
Son of the above
Who was killed in action
July 1st 1916
Aged 21 years

Samuel Hough
Plot 24 grave 3858
(CWGC) reads
66985 Gunner
S. Hough
Royal Field Artillery
30th July 1916

Ernest Howarth
Plot G grave 439
reads
16915 L/Cpl. E. Howarth
Brother of the above
Killed in action on the Somme
July 1st 1916, aged 25 years
One of God’s Heros

Charles Hurst
Plot G grave 1294
reads
Charles, their son
Killed in action in France
July 1st 1916
Aged 22 years

Frederick Hyde
Plot 37 grave 553 reads
Eric Hyde, only son of
Frederick William & Hannah Hyde
Grandson of above
Who died of wounds Aug. 28th 1916
Interred at Heilly Cemetery France
He giveth his beloved sleep

Lewis John Edwards
Irlam
Plot F grave 814
reads
Lewis John Edwards
Son of above
Who died in France August 21st
1916
In his 30th year
For king and country.
Harry Charles
Jackson
Plot 33 grave 751
reads
Pte. Harry Charles Jackson
Who was killed in action in France
July 9th 1916
Aged 39 years

Fred Isherwood
Plot G grave 1793
reads
Fred Isherwood, her husband
Killed in France Sep. 17th 1916
Aged 25 years
Someday we’ll understand

Leonard W. Jenkins
Plot H grave 2499
reads
Leonard W., their youngest son
Killed in action in France
July 1st 1916,
Aged 23 years

Charles Jackson
Plot G grave 322 reads
L/Cpl. Charles Jackson, 15th L. F.
Killed in France
July 1st 1916
Aged 28 years

John Thomas Johnson
Plot J grave 752 reads
John Thomas Johnson
Son of above
Killed in France Sep. 22nd 1916
Aged 41 years

Not forgotten
Alfred Kay
Plot F grave 1276
reads
Pte. Alfred Kay 2nd L.F.
Who died of wounds received
In France June 23rd 1916
In his 22nd years

William Henry Kelley
Plot L grave 660
(CWGC) reads
27371 Private
W. Kelley
Lancashire Fusiliers
1st August 1916

Andrew Keane
Plot K grave 665 reads
Andrew, son of the above
Killed in France
June 27th 1916
Aged 26 years

Peter Lee
Plot H grave 2349 reads
In loving memory of
Peter Lee
Died of wounds received
In action July 25th 1916
From Eccles Baptist
Church & Sunday School
Faithful unto death

Thomas Maddox
Plot F grave 1512 reads
Thomas Maddox, their son
Killed in France
July 1st 1916 aged 36 years
For you and me

James McDonald
Plot J grave 2867
(CWGC) reads
1468 Private
J. McDonald
Loyal North Lancs. Regt.
3rd June 1916 aged 46 years
A memory too sweet to be forgotten
By his wife and family

William Thomas
McDonald
Plot J grave 601
(CWGC) reads
PO/18416 Private
W.T. McDonald RMLI.
HMS Malaya
6th June 1916, aged 18 years
Gone but not forgotten

Fred Newton
Plot B24 grave 2854
(CWGC) reads
Z / 589 Rifleman
F. Newton
The Rifle Brigade
18th July 1916 aged 37
Until our hearts shall cease to beat
His memory
We will always keep

Joseph Morris

Samuel Mason

Plot G grave 1220 reads
Joseph Morris Lance Corporal 20872
‘D’ company 22nd batt Manchester Regt
Age 23
Killed in first wave Battle of the Somme
1st July 1916
Son of Samuel & Sarah Jane Morris
19 Hibbert St., Salford 3

Plot A11 grave 3198
reads
Lance Corpl. Samuel Mason
Their eldest son and beloved husband
of Annie Bleadale
Killed in action in France July 1st 1916
Aged 33 years
I cannot forget him, nor do I intend
I think of him daily and will to the end
I miss him and mourn him in silence
unseen and live on the memories of
days that have been

Robert Nuttall
Plot F grave 1516 reads
Our dear lad
Private Robert Nuttall
Who fell in action somewhere in
France July 23rd 1916 aged 20 years
To live in hearts we leave behind
Is not to die

Owen O’Neill
Plot A12 grave 2076
reads
Sergt. Major Owen O’Neill (7th LF)
Who died June 3rd 1916
Aged 51 years

Not forgotten
Frank Parkinson
Plot 37 grave 745
reads
Sgt. Frank Parkinson
21st B.M (Man. Pals)
Killed in France Sept 4th 1916
Aged 29 years
His duty done

William Arnold Part
Plot AA10 grave 2133
reads
William Arnold Part
Killed in action on the Somme
July 1st 1916
Aged 35 years

Harry Percival
Plot H grave 1358 reads
Their dear son Harry
Corporal 21st Manchester Regt.
Missing presumed killed
Somme 29th July 1916
Aged 26 years
Jesu lover of my soul

Alfred Pierpont
Plot G grave 1567
reads
Pte. Alfred Pierpoint L.N.L
The beloved son of
Samuel & Mary Pierpoint
Died of wounds received in France
Sept. 12th 1916 aged 21 years

Nelson Horatio Pilkington
Plot M grave 576 reads
Nelson Horatio
Son of above
Who died of wounds July 1st 1916
Buried at Fricourt, aged 32 years

Sidney Poizer
Plot 31 grave 1583
reads
Sergt. Sidney Poizer
4th M/C Pals
Killed in France
July 23rd 1916

John Prince
Plot M grave 250
reads
John
Son of Thomas & Martha Prince
Who was killed in action in France
Aug. 25th 1916 aged 20 years
He died a noble death

Alfred S. Roberts
Plot J grave 2316
(CWGC) reads
27733 Private
A.S. Roberts
Manchester Regiment
10th August 1917 aged 17
Death before dishonour

Alfred Rushton
Plot J grave 2560 reads
Pte. Alfred Rushton
The beloved son of
William & Ada Rushton
Died of wounds in France June 7th 1916
aged 32 years
Too dearly loved to be forgotten

Henry Rider
Plot 36 grave 1030
reads
Pte. Henry Rider, their son
20th Royal Fusiliers (UPS) Batt
Missing presumed killed High Wood
Somme July 20th 1916, aged 23
years
The Supreme Sacrifice

John Stott
Plot H grave 3017 reads
John Stott
Who lost his life on HMS Tipperary
Jutland Battle June 1916
Aged 22 years

Harold South
Plot 36 grave 1470
reads
Harold son of
Frederick & Francis South
Who fell in the Great War

William Speake
Plot L grave 881 reads
Sapper William Speake
Son of the above
Who was killed in action in France
July 3rd 1916, aged 25 years
His duty nobly done

Thomas Steel
Plot 33 grave 2482 reads
In loving memory of Pte. Thomas Steel
15th Royal Scots
Killed in action
1st July 1916
Aged 45 years

William Valentine
Plot G grave 1266 reads
Pte. William Valentine
The beloved son of
William & Alice valentine
Who was killed in France
July 16th 1916, aged 29 years

Not forgotten
Thomas Walmsley
Plot P grave 188 reads
Thomas, son of the above
Died of wounds in France
July 15th 1916,
Aged 22 years

Walter Welsby
Plot H grave 1487 reads
Walter, their dear son
Died on HMS Hampshire
June 5th 1916
Aged 17½ years

Charles M. Williams
Plot B2 grave 1506 reads
17533 L. Cpl
C. M. Williams
Manchester Regiment
10th July 1916
Aged 23 years

John Whittaker
Plot G grave 1111
(CWGC) reads
8960 Private
J. Whittaker
Manchester Regiment
19th July 1916, aged 29 years

Can you help us?
Do you have stories of relatives, who died during the Great War, and are remembered on a
headstone in a Salford Cemetery?
We would like to hear from you.
Please contact on of the following
Peter Kilvert

pete.kilvert@ntlworld.com

Jean Coward

btj.coward@ntlworld.com

Gerald Tidswell

tidtracer@blueyonder.co.uk

In this booklet the articles are written by Jean Coward
Peter Kilvert
Beryl Patten
Gerald Tidswell

This quarter we also acknowledge the help of the following
Gary Helsby
Duncan McCormick
Tony Flynn
Desmond Royle
John Hartley
CWGC
Alex Bolas

SWARM
Local History Library
Salford on Line
Volunteer at Imperial War Museum North
for use of information from the web site: www.hellfirecorner.co.uk

Whilst ‘Friends of Salford Cemeteries Trust’ (the Trust), has taken all reasonable care in compiling this leaflet and
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the content, given the range of sources from which the Trust
gathers information, the Trust can take no responsibility for any inaccuracies which may occur.
Furthermore the Trust will take no responsibility for any loss or damage whatsoever caused as a result of any
inaccuracy within the leaflet.

Back issues available at
http://www.spanglefish.com/ fourcemeteriesandawar

