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 2019 season off to a “slow” start

With the season now well into June and a third of the way into 
the 2019 programme, it seems to be a slower start than previous 
years. 
I have had conversations with some of my old sailing mates from 
from Queensferry, Blackness and Port Edgar and the slow start 
seems to be pretty widespread. 
There are a number of theories being put forward for the reason, 
weather, lack of “disposable income”, lack of time through work 
commitments, whatever the reason lets hope it starts to pick up 
soon.

To date we have had little / no interest in the “weekend cruising” or the “day sails”  
(admittedly there have only been two organised events)
The racing has not faired much better with limited turnouts for “Nairn Regatta” and MYA 
races 1 & 2.

There was a little excitement in the MYA 2 when there was a mix up in the Sailing 
Instructions, which were hastily changed, as was the communication channel for radio 
comms, from 6 to 77.
One competitor unaware of the changes to both the course and the radio channel, 
rounded a mark the wrong way (as per original Si’s) another competitor, having rounded 
the mark as per corrected SI’s, lodged an appeal, which was turned down.
   
The “Kessock Community Pier Regatta” saw 8 boats competing, it was an interesting 
day with fickle winds, the race had to be shortened by the Race Officer Jim Prentice to 
allow all the boats to finish in the allotted time. The race was followed by a BBQ and 
many of the competitors congregated on each others boats for their own celebrations, 
me being the boring old fart that no longer indulges in alcoholic beverages made my way 
home by public transport.

I have had no feedback at all from the turnout at “Wick Lifeboat Regatta” which took 
place on the weekend 15/16 June. Tom and me on “Baccarat” have taken part in the 
past but we were unable to make this time so have no idea on the numbers involved.

The next event on the calendar is the feeder race on Saturday 22nd June (this is NOT 
part of the MYA series)
This is followed on Sunday 23rd June by the “Moray Firth cruiser Race”, this is the first 
time in the history of the race that it has been held on a Sunday, I don't know why the 
decision was taken to change this event, I am sure they will have their reasons, however 
 I personally am unable to take part (even as crew)

This will only be the second time I have missed the race since I moved here in 1993 



Crane in completed safely again

The 2019 operation was without mishap.
The Commodore covered all safety instructions during 
his briefing before the actual lift started.
Thanks go to the many members , who, although they 
did not have a boat being lifted in, turned up to give their 
assistance.
I did overhear a “grumble” by one of the “boatless” 
members, regarding the actions of some boat owners, 
who, after their own particular boat has been lifted into 
the water, they abandon the operation and concentrate 
on getting their own boat ready and ship shape, thereby 
leaving more work for those still working away at the lift.

This is probably a natural thing for any boat owner to do 
without really giving it any thought, however, there is a 
danger that if this were to continue, it may affect those 
without boats from turning up in future to assist.

If I might make another observation, having been 
involved with crane lifts for over 40 years. CBC do 
something which to my mind is inefficient, that is the 
lifting of light masts with the crane, these are masts that 
can be raised on the boats by a team of three guys 
using the tripod. (it is also quicker)
Mast lifts by crane should only be carried out when the 
mast involved is extremely heavy or long.

When the club did crane in/out when I was Commodore 
this is the procedure used at that time and it proved to 
be very successful and reduced the time the crane was 
required therefore reducing the cost involved



                Commodore’s Cruise 6th July 2019

It is that time of year again! When wives and sweethearts become “boat 
Widows”
On the right is a picture of me on last years cruise being hoisted up the 
mast of “Baccarat” to retrieve the jib halyard, just a note to my skipper, 
I will mutiny if asked to do this again!

I am reliably informed that there are 5 CBC boats intending to take part 
in this years cruise, we may also be joined by two boats from Findochty.

A suggested passage plan has been prepared, this has been sent out 
to Skippers and crews already committed to taking part. I can send 
anyone a copy of this if interested e mail: g.selvester@btinternet.com

If you would like to join us with your boat or would like to put your name 
forward for a possible crew place contact the Commodore Tom Paling.

The plan is have a leisurely cruise around the Orkney Islands, the first 
leg from Cromarty to Wick is likely to be the longest in terms of hours 
sailing. It is hoped we can anchor in some of the remote areas(of which 
there are aplenty) 

The plan is for those based in Inverness Marina to sail down on Friday 
5th July, stay overnight on the club moorings and leave for Wick at 0600 
on Saturday 6th, the following day heading for St Margaret’s Hope.

As usual, I will make a video and log of the trip and this will be made 
available for any members who may be interested.

I have been warned by my skipper to avoid political arguments!  I have 
of course agreed to this (AYE RIGHT!)   

Left:

The four Club boats
Ocean Gem
Iona
Moonshadow
Baccarat
 in Kytra Lock on the 
Caledonian Canal 
July 2018



Our own Club Regatta follows the cruise event

A week after the Cruise returns is our own Club 
Regatta, It would be good to get as many boats as 
possible out on the water. If there are any members 
who wish to act as crew or any skippers who 
require a crew please contact a committee member 
to make it known, we can do what we can to help.

Right:

Circe just manages to get line honours in the 2018 
Regatta

Clubroom refurbishment now complete

It must be obvious to all who have recently visited 
the upstairs clubroom that the refurbishment and 
interior decorating are now fully completed.

The members of the club would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking all of the members, who 
gave up their spare time to spend doing all the 
necessary work (unpaid!) 

Congratulations and thanks to all those involved 

Pictured here are just  some of the members 
involved



This amusing piece in this issue of the newsletter is a contribution from one of our 
members, Oliver Chapple, owner and Skipper of “Octopus”

   The story was a very poor service from a company called Tonto Marine leading to “Octopus” being stuck in 
gear, revving high and out of control and hitting some fancy yachts in the upper Dartmouth basin and causing 
40k of damage!Oliver had written to the company complaining:

Dear Keiran Thursday, August 7, 2008

I brought this yacht to you for servicing and other work to be completed. I have since found cause to be 
dissatisfied with the service and standard of work carried out on my boat. This failure on your part was a 
direct contribution to an accident which is likely to result in insurance claims of some thousands of 
pounds .
When I picked up the boat from Galmpton on Tuesday 17th June we noticed that the temperature was 
steadily rising and there was very little water coming from the exhaust. The sea strainer appeared to be 
dry with no water swirling around. Stopped at Kingswear and phoned Tonto Marine. The response was 
nothing to worry about .. take the lid off the new sea strainer and top up with water. This we did , motored 
out of the harbour and put the sails up to take us back to Torquay.
July .. I came down for some routine maintenance, fired up the engine, strainer was dry but topped up 
with water and all seemed fine.
July 27th came down with two friends to sail to the Scillies , weather was not favourable and we got as far 
as Plymouth still finding that the engine overheated but occasionally shutting off the sea-cock and topping 
up the strainer with water solved the problem. At the same time the engine seemed to be struggling to 
start up in the morning which surprised me as you had tested the batteries and they were in good 
condition. As gales were forecast we decided to stay in Plymouth for a day or so and contacted an 
engineer to give advice on my doubts as to whether all was well. Within minutes he located a loose clip 
on the inlet hose .. not even finger tight .. Once that was tightened and the other clips had been properly 
tightened , the engine was started with the sea strainer dry and it then drew in water within seconds and 
was swirling around the new strainer as expected. I was still concerned about the overheating and lack of 
starting power and when he tested the pulley belt , the shaft to the coolant water pump could be easily 
turned by hand. The obvious suggestion was that if the belt was that slack then the alternator would not 
be charging efficiently and neither would the water be circulating properly in the heat exchanger.
With the cooling system working correctly and the batteries charged running the motor no longer seemed 
a problem.
  
When we got to Dittsham on our return , the anchorage was very full and we were allocated a buoy to raft 
up to . A friend was at the helm at the time who has years of experience of sailing. Our first attempt at 
coming to was aborted and we turned away. Seconds later there was obviously something wrong as we 
collided  with two other boats and we seemed to have lost control. I took the helm at that point and stood 
off to await the Harbour Patrol who was nearby to swap addresses and other details. He allocated us a 
buoy on the down river side of anchor stone which we took and switch off the engine to try to analyse 
what had happened. 
With the engine running there was no position we could get it into where it would go into neutral . The 
boat was always under power. When we got the manual out we realised that the tick over speed was way 
too high at about 1200 so set about adjusting it. On close examination it was clear that the low speed, 
idling screw did not and could not make contact with the plate. The only way to make adjustments was to 
slide the cable clamp down the support rod. Once that was done the idling speed was set at 750 and of 
course all worked as it should with the gear box going into neutral with out problem and the power back in 
control again.
While I am making this complaint I would also like to mention that I paid £40.00 odd for an electrician to 
look at the bilge pump. The invoice says -- bilge pump checked and working, crocodile clips replaced. 
When I got back to the berth in Torquay both the corroded crocodile clips had finally fallen apart and 
dropped into the bilge. It took me about 20 mins to drill two holes in the appropriate battery terminal and 
hard wire with crimped terminals and self tapping screws followed by Vaseline to inhibit corrosion 
problems. Not too difficult and a fairly workman like  job.
 
I am really angry at all these very simple omissions and would like you to respond before I decide what to 
do about the insurance claims against me for damage to my and other boats.
 
Your response in writing would be appreciated at your earliest convenience,
 
Yours sincerely OGM Chapple



Oliver does not mention the reply from TONTO MARINE but here is a “spoof” reply 
written by one of his crew members Barry Devonauld

Dear Dr Chapple,

Re: Octopus; Yanmar engine

I am in receipt of your letter of 7 August 2008 regarding the recent problems you have experienced  with 
your boat after we serviced the engine.

I am surprised that you are angry about the problems as we were specifically advised by our consultant 
marine engineer, Bazza Debanaldt, that these minor problems should be introduced to make your trip 
more interesting. A ‘learning experience’ as we nauticals call it.

In specific response to your queries I should like to outline some of the background to the situation.

When you ‘phoned us about the engine temperature rising on your way to Kingswear  you appear to 
have misinterpreted our instructions. We advised you to get a tea strainer and make a cup of tea and 
relax; it’s obviously silly to keep topping up the water system through the sea strainer. I told the boys in 
the bar last night and they’re still laughing.

All engines of the age of yours struggle to start in the mornings because,  just like yourself, even with a 
pair of D cell Duracells up your arse you’re hardly quick before 11.00am. 
All our hoses are only finger tight as we don’t believe in using pansy equipment like spanners, also the 
engineer who worked on your engine was feeling a little tired that day as he had been out on the piss 
the night before.
I’m not surprised the pulley belt may have slackened off as you only requested a ‘Bronze service’ to the 
engine and we use my wife’s old stockings as a pulley belt. If you’ve ever seen my wife, known locally 
as Slack Alice, you’d understand why it stretched. If you’ve had the belt replaced perhaps you could 
return her stocking as she’s got  bookings next Friday night and the punters think she looks a bit of a 
prat wearing only one.
So now to the problem of tick over speed. What sort of woozer are you? Do you want to go forwards or 
backwards? Neutral is for those guys who don’t know the difference between AC & DC ( and I’m not 
talking electrical here). If you’re going to hit something try using the wheelie thing in the cockpit to miss 
it.

£40.00 for an electrician sounds like you got a bargain for him to look at it. It’s loads more if he has to 
use his fine intellect to diagnose a problem and then fix it. Crocodile clips went out years ago, we use 
live alligators in the bilges now as they drink the rubbish down there faster than any poncy bilge pump.

Overall I am surprised that you attempted to take  your boat out to sea. We thought you were going to 
use it as a down-market gin palace in Torquay marina doing the occasional boat tour around the 
harbour, which even for that it would be marginally suitable. 

Quite honestly as the boat has a timber hull and, as I understand it, you’ve acquired a new log burning 
stove…….problem solved!

If, however, you still would like us to remedy the odd little problem you seem to have encountered, we 
have a new engineer starting very soon. He’s known locally as ‘The Lone Ranger’ and once we’ve 
taught him to cut eyeholes in his mask we have great hopes that he will be able to maintain the high 
standards of our engineering facility.

Us boaties have to stick together!!

Yours sincerely

Keiran
 



And Finally 

I saw this cartoon on facebook and thought that those of you who do not use 
facebook might appreciate it:

And Finally  (really this time)

I hope you have enjoyed this issue of the club’s newsletter.

As mentioned in previous issues I am always looking for contributions from members, it 
can be on any subject and it does not need to be word perfect or the best of grammar as 
I will edit ( I can make it look even more stupid than it already is)

Please send contributions to g.selvester@btinternet.com 

Thanking you in anticipation George Selvester Editor   


