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      Very Good Turnout for AGM

There was a very good turnout for the 2021 AGM (Sat 6th November) despite the 
atrocious weather conditions. More than 20 members assembled in the dining room of 
the Royal Hotel, here in Cromarty. It made a pleasant change to have a “face to face” 
meeting, rather than the Zoom meetings of the past couple of years. The outgoing 
Commodore, Tom Paling, chaired the meeting and the business was concluded in good 
time; several issues were raised which will be dealt with by the incoming committee.
Immediately after the meeting, members sat down to a very enjoyable meal and get 
together

Some (very old) and some new faces on Committee

The new Commodore is the very old 
face, George Selvester (that’s me) one 
of the founding members of the club; I 
stood unopposed for the position.
I take this opportunity of congratulating 
Tom Paling for his tenure. Tom has 
coped well with some trying situations, 
Covid is one, living so  far from Cromarty 
another  and his new job means he is 
now working in Germany. Although Tom 
was prepared to stand again had there 
been no nominations, I, as a good friend 
of his, could not stand by and see him 
put into such a difficult position.

“I started this club with my old friend 
Alex Davidson 25 years ago in 1996. I 
was the first commodore and served as 
such for a total of eight years. At that 
time I never dreamed I would be 
standing again 25 years later. In fact  I 
didn't even think I would still be alive in 
25 years”!
  
 

There is a new face is in the position of 
Vice Commodore, this is Graeme 
Collard, a fairly recent member to the 
Club. Graeme owns a Colvic UFO 31 
“Asterias” .
Hilary Cartwright stepped down after a 
period of  14 years and she is replaced as 
Treasurer by Adrian Musat. The 
Secretary Is Ann Lloyd who has 
agreed to continue in this important role.
 Gwyn Phillips, Stephen Balfour 
Breach and Willie Smeaton all agreed 
to continue to serve on the committee; 
the final place to bring the total minimum 
of 4 others (under the constitution) was 
taken by Andy Green. A number of 
important issues were raised at the AGM 
and the incoming committee will be 
getting down to making decisions on 
these matters at the earliest opportunity. 
I am sure the membership will join me in 
thanking the outgoing committee 
members for their service.



      2021 saw a return to near normal sailing

Although the season started a little later 
than we would would have liked, we 
were well into May before launching. 
The late launch would mean we missed 
the Nairn Regatta. Other events were 
also missed or cancelled. The MYA 
programme was also a casualty as the 
normal regular meeting which usually 
takes place in November/December 
failed to take place because of 
continued lock down. The 
Invergordon Regatta was also 
abandoned and Chanonry Regatta 
was cancelled at last minute because of 
lack of participants.  The Moray Firth 
Cruiser Race did go ahead but with 
reduced entrants. Cromarty Regatta 
was postponed until the start of 
September. This will now be the regular 
time for this regatta, as most sailors 
prefer July and early August for 
Cruising. I am pleased to say the I did 
very well with Sulaire in these events 
and in the Black Isle Challenge Race 
 

The Commodore’s Cruise went ahead and 
was organised to the to the west coast. 
This saw a total of six of our boats sailing 
in company. The weather for the three 
weeks we were away was gloriously 
warm and sunny. However, it was not 
without incident. The first day from 
Cromarty to Inverness saw strong W 
winds which made an uncomfortable 
passage past Chanonry. Mynet then had 
engine failure and was towed into 
Inverness Marina by Sulaire. On the 
second day the strong wind continued 
and Sulaire sustained damage when the 
wind caught her and she was driven into 
the Sea Lock Gates at Clachnaharry. 
Mynet had the misfortune of running 
aground at Inverness. Day 3 Blackfoot 
had engine trouble. We then had a 
trouble free two weeks until Baccarat 
lost her propeller on Loch Oich and was 
taken under tow by Sulaire from there 
to Inverness. My full video of the cruise 
can be viewed on YouTube 

https://youtu.be/M9cprX0a9IQ



    Moorings Working Group on top of their game

The MWG with their regular group of 
volunteers continue to excel at laying 
and recovering moorings.
On Monday 8th November, they 
recovered the last mooring from the bay 
and moved all the mooring blocks up 
above the HW mark. This operation has 
broken all records for the time taken to 
recover the moorings Thanks again must 
also go to James Whiteford of Navity 
farm, , for the use of the telehandler to 
move the blocks and recover the barge.
 Without this assistance the club would 
struggle. His father, a club member and 
owner of an Arcona 46 “Checkmate” 
regularly shows his skills as operator. 

When laying and recovering the 
moorings the MWG are always in need of 
assistance particularly from younger and 
fitter members. All too often the average 
age of the barge crew is 70 years old. If 
any of the younger members can spare 
time when the mooring are due to be 
put out again, please contact the group 
and let them know your availability. 

The Ross-shire Journal recently did 
and article on one of our members. 
Dave Hawthorn had an experience 
that restores our faith in human 
nature. Whilst sailing, as crew aboard 
“Mynet”, Dave lost his wallet 
overboard. A few weeks later Dave 
received a phone call to tell him his 
wallet had been found  in the nets of 
a fisherman from Buckie, several 
miles offshore!  The wallet was 
returned with everything intact, cards 
and money. Furthermore the 
fisherman did not want a reward.

A heart-warming story



THIS YEARS ADVENTURES STARTED ON THE 10TH May 2021 at 09:30.

Maggieann and I departed Seaport marina at 09:30 to get the first swing of the bridge 
and proceed West. It started on a cold wet and miserable day. This rain lasted on and 
off for the first 3 days of the holiday, however we woke on the 13th May to a glorious 
Morning and the sun splitting the sky, we departed Corpach Sea Lock and proceeded 
to Linnie Marine. Although it was a glorious day there was not a breath of wind. On 
arrival at Linnie Marine we met up with old friends Bob and Angie Macrae. We took 
our new electric scooters a run to port Appin on the cycle path, Cush in the backpack, 
a lovely evening with old friends. On the Friday Morning we again woke to glorious 
weather although again no wind. After taking on water and filling diesel tank we 
proceeded through the narrows between Shuna and the mainland. We decided to 
push on to Tobermory with a mix of no wind, cold wind and sun, arriving at 15:00.
Tobermory was very quiet and with the Covid restrictions, we had a very quite night 
on board. 
After stocking up with provisions, in the morning, we departed for Tiree at 11:00 and  
sailed for about 2 hrs before the wind died forcing us to start the steel sail. We carried 
on under power arriving Tiree at 16:15 where we were given a very warm welcome 
from Neil and Janice Campbell, who used to own the Royal Hotel in Cromarty. 

We were shown around the 
North of the Island with a pint 
or two in the Lodge Hotel. 
Neil and Janice kindly offered 
to pick us up in the morning 
and show us the rest of their 
island, however, as anyone 
who has stayed in Tiree will 
know, the island is very flat. 
The Atlantic swell travels 
around the island resulting in 
a very uncomfortable night on 
our mooring. 

We had a lovely sail from Tiree to Loch na droma buidhe, we could not get the 
anchor to hold, so after 5 attempts, decided to continue on to Lochaline. However 
with a bitter cold NW wind we carried on to Oban. A lovely if long day, arriving Oban 
at 20:45, we walked the Cush and retired at 2200. 

We decided on a day off. Got stores, breakfast in wetherspoons and had a lazy 
afternoon, a few wines and went to Oban Inn for dinner. Came back to boat and a 
few more wines. All in all a lovely day, 
Decided to stay another day, glorious sunshine. Met two Irishmen Derry and Alex. 
Derry came on board for advice on the Doruis Mor! And when he left all my Dark rum 
was gone!! 
We departed Oban at 07:45 on the 19th, again a glorious day but not a breath of 
wind arriving Corpach Sea Lock at 15:00, I went for a shower and came back to boat 
to find Maggieann in severe pain, she had tripped over Cush and thought she had 
broken her ankle. 

An article by Danny Coutts, Skipper of Tennessee Waltz 



A phone call later, Cath and Ian McBay 
came down morning of the 20th, 
Maggieann going home with Cath and 
Ian helping me take Tennessee Waltz 
home. 
The rest of the trip was lovely except 
for Loch Lochy, strong NW winds 
forecast but the skipper decided to 
sail, we took 4 hrs to travel 9 miles. 50 
knot winds on the nose. Got that one 
wrong!!!! 
Apart from bitter cold NW winds a 
lovely holiday, when Maggieann 
eventually got to Raigmore it was a 
bent bone in her foot!!! 

And so it came to pass on the 17th July we 
again headed West on the Club cruise.
 
I won't go into this in detail as I am sure 
George will have written his account of the 
Cruise. In brief, again we were blessed with 
absolutely beautiful weather, this time 
without the cold NW Winds. We enjoyed 
visiting  Puilladrobhain (twice) a lovely walk 
to the pub (twice) 

Anchoring in Loch na droma buidhe, 
then  a lovely meal in McGochans  
Tobermory with all on the crews. Sailing 
to Ulve via Trishnish Isles and Staffa 
where there was a carpet of puffins. 
From Ulva we decided to sail to Coll, 
Tom, David and Willie on Baccarat taking 
the lead and heading for the island with 
Mynet and Blackfoot following. 
Maggieann and I decided to hoist the 
main and motor sail through the 
Trishnish Isles towards Coll. 

A club BBQ at Lochaline, a lovely evening.



As we cleared through the Trishnish Isles it was wind (20 Knots) against tide. This motion 
again made Maggieann very seasick. On arriving in Coll at 12:00, Maggieann refused to get 
in the dinghy to head ashore, so I decided we would continue on to Tobermory for the night 
and then Oban the following day to meet up with Sulaire and Lazybones who had decided 
against going to Ulva. 
Cush (our loyal Jack Russel) had became ill in Ulva. We didn't know what Was bothering her. 
So after Oban and our second overnight in Puilladrobhain with the Cush just not herself we 
sailed for Linnie Marine. The rest of the fleet going to Oban, 

2nd August Maggieann and I were 
becoming more worried about Cush so 
sailed from Linnie at 04:30 arriving at 
Corpach for 08:05, we locked in and 
were at the top of Neptune's for 1200,
Cush was definitely not well, the lock 
keepers could not be more helpful Cush 
had become well known over the years. 
They made sure we had no hold ups and 
sailed from Banavie at 08:00 arriving at 
Dochgarroch, where our car was at 
20:00.  Maggieann took Cush to our vet, 
In the morning I took TW down to 
Muirton Basin where Maggieann and 
Cush met me. 
 After being misdiagnosed our wee Cush 
passed away at 0330 on the 22nd 
August from cancer. 
 So ended our adventures for 2021. 
However we now have this replacement 
crew.

Planned winter workshops
Several winter Workshops are being planned for members.

The first workshop will be by George Selvester.
It will consist of a series of 5 Power point presentations on :

1. An introduction on boat navigation. 2. Tides and Currents
3. Passage Planning 4. IALA Buoyage System
5. Collisions at Sea Regulations.

The second workshop will be by Gwyn Phillips.
This will be on maintenance of standing and running rigging and deck equipment.

The third workshop will be by Graeme Collard.
This will be about engine servicing and repair

Full details will be sent out by e mail nearer to the dates




