
 

 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 17th September 2018. 

 
Councillor’s present: Cllr Cox; Cllr Goodall Cllr Crawford and Cllr Beckett. 
 
Public Participation: Five members of the public attended the meeting to make the 
following comments and raise concerns:  

 Missing speed matrix signs. 

 Strong smell of creosote within the village. 

 Issues with the road surface from Laughton Cottage to the bus stop, causing a 
rattling noise. 

 Quantity of training flights. 

 Speeding issues, although the speed reduction team have been present in the 
village, the bollards around the van attract attention and some drivers are flashing 
their lights to alert other road users. 

 An update regarding the plan to plant trees outside Home Farm.  A meeting has 
taken place with DMBC to discuss the type of trees that can be planted on the verge.  
The trees would be funded by the resident however DMBC will take over 
responsibility after 5 years.  The option of installing low fencing was discussed which 
DMBC will confirm whether this scheme can be implemented.  DMBC advised that 
the Parish Council are not in favour of the scheme but the minutes of the last 
meeting do not reflect this.   

 The issue with black dust present in the village is worsening.  BCI stated previously 
that they had been using a manual crusher which could have added to the issue.  
There are concerns with the air quality within the village and the potential health 
risks to residents.  Information has been received stating that those working with 
furnaces experience serious health issues.  The air quality within the village needs 
monitoring. 

 
1. Apologies: Cllr Kallaur. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

Cllr Cox: Item 7: High Street parking issues.  
3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 16th July 2018: Cllr 

Goodall confirmed that he had not removed the logs from the recreation field as stated.  
Once amended the minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: 
Cllr Goodall reported an issue with hedge cuttings being dumped in the dyke. 

5. Matters Arising from Public Participation:  

 Cllr Cox confirmed that the speed matrix signs had been removed to 
enable speed checks to be carried out in the village. 

 Creosote: Cllr Cox advised that the odour is emitting from BCI.  Cllr 
Beckett advised that any concerns with the odour and dust need to be 
reported to Environmental Health.  Cllr Cox confirmed that BCI urge 
residents to report any issues to them to enable them to identify where 
the issues are arising from.   



 Road surface: Cllr Blake advised that she would raise the issue with the 
highways department at DMBC. 

 Training Flights: Cllr Blake advised that Robin Hood Airport have increased 
the amount of training flights.  A meeting will be taking place with the 
environmental officer to look into the legal agreement implemented 
when the airport opened.   

 High Street parking: Discussed under item 7. 
6. Ward Councillor’s Report: Cllr Blake attended the meeting to advise that DMBC 

had reviewed the drainage issue to the rear of South View and  had confirmed 
that there are no concerns.  Cllr Beckett advised that although the trench is clear 
there is rubble in the pipes leading to the trench.  Cllr Goodall advised that he 
had photographs of the issue which he would forward to Cllr Blake.  The speed 
monitoring is ongoing.  The bus service for Austerfield has been cancelled due to 
a lack of use, Cllr Blake advised that she has written to SYPTE to complain.  There 
may be funds available through the Loneliness Funding to provide a service.  
Discussions are also taking place with the tourism officer with the Mayflower 400 
events coming up in 2020.  A temporary Post Office service is available at Bawtry 
Community Library on the following days: Monday 9.30am to 12.30pm and 
Thursday 12pm to 4pm.  Bawtry Town Council are tendering for a fruit and 
vegetable stall to be opened on Market Hill.  Bawtry Heritage Group have 
produced a heritage map which is available from the library. 

7. Council and Village Items:  

 High Street Parking Issues: The Clerk provided Cllr Goodall with an update of 
the meetings held between DMBC and residents.  Cllr Crawford questioned 
why the Parish Council had not been made aware of the meetings.  A resident 
advised that the meeting had been arranged at short notice and that she 
would keep the Clerk informed of any updates.  The Council agreed to 
contact DMBC for confirmation of the agreements made so far and to 
consider whether to carry out a public consultation. 

 Playground Equipment and Grounds Maintenance: The Clerk advised that 
the gym equipment would be installed on the 21st of September.  Cllr Kallaur 
had advised that a resident had enquired about the handyman work, the 
hourly rate would be £15.  Council resolved to invite the resident to the next 
meeting. 

 Speeding: Discussed under items 5 and 6.   

 Village Notice Board: Ongoing. 

 Facebook Page: No updates. 

 Drainage Issues 11 South View: Discussed under item 6. 

 Bus Service: Discussed under item 6. 

 Highways and Footpaths: Cllr Beckett advised that a dropped kerb is still 
required outside Coronation Terrace.  Cllr Crawford reported an ongoing 
issue with excess sand on High Common Lane.  Cllr Blake advised that she 
had reported the issue to DMBC.  Cllr Beckett advised that no decision had 
been made from the public inquiry regarding Misson footpath No.13.   

 Telephone Box Update: Ongoing. 



 Memorial Garden Maintenance: The Clerk advised that the gate had been 
installed.  Cllr Beckett advised that he would arrange a site visit to review the 
site. 

 Annual Village Show: Cllr Crawford advised that the number of entries had 
decreased since the previous show.  Cllr Beckett advised that he thought that 
the show had received a poor response from residents.  Cllr Crawford advised 
that a suggestion had been made to hold the event on the recreation field 
next year.  The Clerk advised that Cllr Kallaur had made £26.60 from the bar; 
the Council need to decide which charity to donate the money to. 

8. Bawtry Carbon International:  The Clerk advised that a resident had written to 
complain about the amount of dust present in their house and garden and had 
expressed concerns towards the health implications the dust could cause.  
Council resolved to write to BCI and invite them to attend the next meeting. 

9. Fracking:  Cllr Crawford advised that iGAS have applied for a High Court 
Judgement against the protestors at the Springs Road site, several protestors 
have been named.  The planning permission regulations are changing; companies 
will not have to apply for planning permission before exploring for gas.  The Clerk 
advised that DMBC had confirmed that the signs on Newington Road are still 
required to divert traffic.  Council resolved to write to DMBC to request that the 
signs are re-located to High Common Lane and Doncaster Road to stop the 
Lorries travelling though the village.   

10. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 17th September 2018:  The Council reviewed and 
approved the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment:  
Online:  YLCA    £115.00  
Online:   Austerfield Study Centre £20.00 
Online:  North Notts Landscapes £605.40 
Online:   S Youngman   £142.37 
Online:  S Youngman   £157.91 
Cheque: 300222 S Crawford   £7.82 
Cheque: 300223 L Cox    £55.00 
Cheque: 300224 HMRC    £118.20 
Cllr Beckett agreed to authorise the online payments.  

 Handyman: Duties and Rates of Pay: To be discussed at next meeting. 

 Community Grants: Deferred. 
11. Planning. 

 To note planning decisions: Ellington, Newington Road: Single storey rear 
extension and front garage converted to utility room: GRANTED. 
St Helena’s Church: Erection of lectern with interpretation board: GRANTED 
Dyon Farm Cottage:  

 To comment on planning applications: Home Farm and Lodge: The 
construction of a single new house.  No objections raised. 

 To discuss any other planning matters: Doncaster Local Plan: Draft Policies 
and Proposed Sites.  Consultation open from 13th September to 26th October. 
 



12. To identify news items: 

 Village Show. 

 Post Office. 

 Bus Service. 

 Christmas Events. 

 Gym Equipment. 
13. Correspondence: 

 DMBC: Housing Needs Study: Consultation open until the 21st September. 

 NALC: Chief Executive Bulletin. 

 NALC: Newsletter. 

 YLCA: South Yorkshire Branch Meeting on 3rd October at Billingley Village 
Hall. 

 WRAP: Litter Innovation Fund. 

 South Yorkshire Police: Doncaster East update. 

 YLCA: Government Shale Gas Exploration and Production Planning 
Consultation: Open until 25th October. 

 Nottinghamshire CC: Consultation on the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local 
Plan: Open until 28th September. 

 South Yorkshire Police & Crime Panel: Annual Report 2017-2018. 

 DMBC: Public Rights of Way Forum: Draft minutes. 
 

 Meeting Closed: 20:50 
 
 Next Meeting: Monday 15th October 2018. 


