
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 18th February 2019. 

 
Councillor’s present: Cllr Cox; Cllr Goodall Cllr Crawford, Cllr Beckett and Cllr Kallaur. 
 
Public Participation: 4 residents attended the meeting and raised the following 
concerns/comments: 

a) When will the report of the inspection carried out at Bawtry Carbon be available? 
b) Should the speed warning stickers be removed from bins? 
c) A resident advised that he could volunteer to cut back the hedge at the memorial 

garden, the trimmings would require burning once cut. 
d) There is an issue with a creosote odour emitting from Bawtry Carbon. 
e) The mud on High Common Lane is ongoing. 
f) Concerns raised regarding the planning application to increase the volume of soil 

being imported at the tipping site on High Common Lane. 
g) Would it be possible for a Councillor to attend the next airport committee meeting in 

place of Cllr Crawford? 
h) It wouldn’t be a good idea to replace the telephone box with a red telephone box. 
i) Clarification regarding the discussion about Superfast Broadband 
j) There were speeding motorbikes present in the village yesterday between 11am and 

12pm. 
 
PC John Yorke from South Yorkshire Police attended the meeting to introduce himself as 
the Beat Manager for the area and advised that he would try to attend Parish Council 
meetings and he is happy for any concerns to be emailed to him.  Cllr Beckett 
questioned what could be done regarding vehicles parking on pavements; PC Yorke 
advised that it is illegal to park a vehicle on a pavement, parking attendants and PCSO’s 
are able to issue tickets for the offence.  Cllr Beckett reported an ongoing issue with off 
road bikes in the area on a regular occurrence on Sunday’s.  PC Yorke advised that the 
issue is area wide, there is an off road team within South Yorkshire Police.  Cllr Goodall 
advised that the issue has worsened since the iPort opened, PC Yorke advised that a 
meeting with the iPort owners has been arranged to discuss how to secure the area.  PC 
Yorke advised that it is important that all crimes are reported no matter how minor. 
 

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

None. 
3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 21st January 2019: The 

minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 
4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: 

None. 
5. Matters Arising from Public Participation:  

a) Cllr Beckett advised that his contact at the Environment Agency has left and 
he is trying to find a new contact. 

b) Discussed under item7. 
c) The Council thanked the resident for volunteering to assist with the work. 
d) Discussed under item 9. 



e) Discussed under item 6. 
f) Cllr Cox advised that the Parish Council had raised concerns with planning 

application 18/02858/MIN. 
g) Cllr Cox advised that it would not be possible for a Councillor to attend the 

meeting due to work commitments.  The Clerk advised that the concerns 
raised by residents could be emailed to the secretary of the committee. 

h) Cllr Kallaur advised that it was only a suggestion to replace the telephone 
box. 

i) Cllr Kallaur advised that he had suggested that the residents were made 
aware of the Superfast Broadband service that is available in the village. 

j) Discussed under item 7. 
6. Cllr Blake attended the meeting and provided the following updates: 

Speeding: Several residents have been in touch to raise concerns with the 
speeding issues, a meeting has been scheduled for 13th March with DMBC and 
John Yorke from South Yorkshire Police to allow residents to discuss their 
concerns.  The meeting will start at 4pm at Toll Bar corner, a walk through the 
village will take place followed by a meeting at Austerfield Study Centre at 5pm.  
Cllr Blake will arrange for all residents to receive a letter to inform them of the 
meeting. 
Great British Spring Clean: A litter pick is being held in Bawtry on the first 
weekend in April, it is possible for Austerfield to carry out a litter picking event 
on the same day. 
Health and Wellbeing Event: To be held on Friday 22nd February, the initial 
meeting is to set up the group and will start at 1pm at Bawtry MSG.  Cllr 
Crawford advised that she had shared the event details with the lunch club 
group. 
High Common Lane: A meeting was held with the enforcement office at DMBC as 
the operators of the tipping site are not complying with the licence conditions, if 
they continue to be non-compliant then the action taken by DMBC will escalate. 
Mayflower 400: Cllr Blake advised that a meeting had been arranged on 4th 
March, Cllr Kallaur confirmed his attendance. 

7. Council and Village Items:   

 Playground Equipment and Grounds Maintenance:  The Clerk advised that 
the handyman is continuing with the maintenance work at the recreation 
ground. 

 Speeding: Council agreed to promote the meeting to discuss speeding issues 
on the 13th March via Facebook.  The Clerk advised that the Council need to 
decide whether to continue with the speed monitoring sessions, if so then 
residents need to remove the speed warning stickers from their bins.  Council 
agreed to continue with the scheme.  The speed statistics have been received 
which show that 629 offences have been processed since 8th May 2018.  
Council agreed to request the speeds of the vehicles caught. 

 Highways and Footpaths: The Clerk advised that Finningley residents are 
trying to prevent Old Bawtry Road from being closed to the public.  The 
PROW team at DMBC are collecting evidence to prove that the public has 
used this route for over 20 years, anyone who wishes to make claim can 
contact DMBC for a form.  Council agreed to share the details with Bawtry 



Town Council and Facebook users.  Cllr Goodall advised that there is an issue 
with tree roots disturbing the pavement on South View, Clerk to report to 
DMBC.   

 Telephone Box Update: Ongoing. 

 Memorial Garden Maintenance: Cllr Beckett advised that the garden has 
been cleared, the wild flowers on site are not endangered species and all the 
work carried out will enable them to grow again.  A meeting will be arranged 
to discuss to arrange further work.   

 Great British Spring Clean: Council agreed to arrange a litter pick event with 
Cllr Blake. 

8. Mayflower 400: Discussed under item 6. 
9. Bawtry Carbon International:  Update received from BCI to advise that: The 

slurry pits are settlement lagoons, receiving fired carbon/water slurry from the 
wet machining operations. Only carbon and water are discharged into them. 
They also receive rainwater from the sites drainage system that has passed 
through an oil and particulate interceptor before being released. We also 
occasionally put damp carbon from damaged bags in the lagoons to allow the 
carbon to be reused rather than being wasted. The carbon slurry is allowed to 
dry and solidify over a period of time. Usually in the summer months, we dig the 
full one out and sell it to the iron and steel industry as a bi-product for them  
to reuse. We operate two lagoons in tandem. Whist one is being filled,  
the other one is drying out, or being emptied, or has been emptied ready  
for its next use. We change lagoons every couple of years.  
It is a requirement under our operating permit that we sample and  
monitor the carbon slurry and rainwater discharges into them for  
pollutants every quarter and report the results to the Environment  
Agency. We do not have any issues of concern from their operations as  
far as we know. We also monitor the groundwater from boreholes located  
around them, which also show no impact from their operations.  
The fired carbon is not hazardous in any way and vegetation does grow in  
the lagoons if left unchecked (as the carbon contains nutrients similar  
to that of soils). I am aware that some vegetation is growing in the  
lagoon we started filling last year. Which will be removed when we  
eventually empty it. We are also aware that historically pre 1990's, some slurry 
has escaped onto the mosaic trust land and has stained the land black. This 
carbon has not impacted on the natural habitat other than by darkening/staining  
of the soil.  Council agreed to report the creosote odour issues to BCI. 

10. Fracking: Cllr Crawford advised that the Tinker Lane site has been closed due to 
insufficient findings, the rigging equipment has been installed at Misson Springs. 

11. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 18th February 2019:  The Council reviewed and 
approved the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment:  
Online:   S Clarke  £20.10 
Online:   S Clarke  £89.90 
Online:   S Youngman  £157.91 



Online:   DMBC   £39.82 
Cllr Beckett agreed to authorise the online payments. 

 Quotes to maintain St Helena’s Churchyard: The Clerk advised that 3 quotes 
had been received for the maintenance work required: 
BAK Services:   £170.00 per visit. 
North Notts Landscapes: £150.00 per visit. 
AJT Gardening   £95.00 per visit. 
Cllr Kallaur proposed to accept the quote from AJT Gardening, Cllr Crawford 
seconded the proposal. 

 Community Grants: The Council reviewed and approved the application from 
for Community Grants. 

12. Planning. 

 To note planning decisions: Land to rear of Home Farm and Lodge: Erection 
of a single detached dwelling (being resubmission of application 
18/02228/FUL. Refused on 01-11-18).  Refused. 

 To comment on planning applications: Alnwick House Bawtry Road: 
Erection of conservatory (Permitted development).  No comments. 

13. To discuss any other planning matters: None. 
14. To identify news items:  

 Great British Spring Clean. 

 Events Committee. 

 Introduction from John Yorke – South Yorkshire Police 
15. Correspondence: 

 NALC: Chief Executive Bulletins. 

 YLCA: Review of standards in public life. 

 NALC: Open letter to Councillor’s from the Chief Executive. 

 YLCA: Yorkshire Day 2019. 

 SYPTE: Doncaster bus service changes from 3rd March 2019. 

 YLCA: White Rose Update. 
 

 Meeting Closed: 20:35 
 
 Next Meeting: Monday 18th March 2019. 


