
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 18th September 2017 

 
Councillor’s present: Lesley Cox; John Goodall; Sandra Crawford, Chris Beckett and Matt 
Kallaur. 
 
Public Participation: Jim Leech attended the meeting to hand over the funds raised towards 
the community defibrillator from the race night and tombola.  A total of £760 was received 
by the Clerk 

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

Cllr Kallaur – Item 7: Drainage issues 11 South View.  
3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 27th July 2017:  The 

minutes were signed and approved by the Council. 

4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: 
Cllr Crawford advised that as she arrived late to the July meeting; she was not 
aware of the discussion that had taken place regarding the flower beds.  Cllr 
Crawford advised as she had been maintaining the flower beds for the past few 
years she would have appreciated being informed of the discussion.     

5. Matters Arising from Public Participation: None. 
6. Ward Councillor's Report: Cllr Blake attended the meeting to advise that she had 

requested that DMBC cut the grass between the recreation field hedge and fence 
along High Street.  Chair Cox advised that DMBC had sprayed the area; but the 
area requires cutting to allow access for the hedge to be trimmed.  Cllr Blake 
advised that she would contact DMBC again.  The 30mph sign has now been 
relocated but speeding is an ongoing issue.  Cllr Beckett questioned whether 
there were any updates on the speed camera training; Cllr Blake advised that 
there is a scheme available to train volunteers on how to use the speed camera 
equipment and would put the Councillor’s name forward.   

7. Council and Village Items:  

 Playground Equipment Maintenance: Cllr Crawford advised that the only 
issue on the recreation field is the matting that has been damaged by DMBC 
and there are quite a few weeds around the tractor.   

 Speeding Issues: Discussed under item 6. 

 Village Notice Board:  Cllr Crawford advised that work has started on the 
noticeboard.  

 Facebook: Cllr Kallaur advised that the Facebook page is drawing traffic and 
now has 50 followers. 

 Drainage Issues 11 South View: Council noted that DMBC had advised that 
work would be carried within the next 3 months to resolve the issues with 
the drainage. 

 Highways and Footpaths:  Cllr Beckett advised that the footpath from the 
Golf Course to Low Common Lane had not been resolved; the Clerk advised 
that she would contact DMBC again. 

 Village Show: Chair Cox advised that the show had been well attended.  Cllr 
Crawford advised that 13 members of the public had entered items for the 
show and there had been 7 entries for the scarecrow event.  The Clerk 



advised that £240.64 had been raised.  Cllr Kallaur suggested having a bar at 
next year’s event; Cllr Crawford advised that the apple man could bring a 
press to next year’s show so members of the public could press their own 
apples. 

 Pensioners Christmas Lunch and Christmas Light Switch On: Council resolved 
to hold the lunch at The Ship Inn Newington and request smaller portions, 
suggested dates are 4th or 11th December.  Chair Cox agreed to confirm the 
date with the owners of the pub.  Council resolved to hold the Christmas light 
event on Sunday 3rd December and invite Markham Main Brass Band to 
perform.  Cllr Crawford suggested providing song sheets to member of the 
public to encourage a sing along.  Council requested the Clerk to contact BCI 
to enquire about them providing a Christmas tree and The Mayflower Pub to 
enquire about using the function room in the weather is unsuitable.  Cllr 
Kallaur advised he would arrange a Christmas light competition and promote 
the event via Facebook.   

 Relocation of War Memorial: Chair Cox advised the meeting with Bawtry 
Town Council on 4th September had been successful and BTC had promised to 
keep APC updated. 

 Electricity Survey: Council discussed the planning application to install a new 
transformer on High Street and resolved to question if the transformer is for 
the sole use of the new property to the east side of High Street.  Council also 
discussed the 4 questionnaires that had been returned which highlighted 
power issues in various parts of the village  

 Memorial Garden: Cllr Beckett advised that he had visited the site of the 
Memorial Garden; the area is 60 square metres and he was currently 
calculating the cost to clear and seed the area.  Council resolved to contact 
DMBC with regards to the Environmental Grant of £800. 

8. Bawtry Carbon International:  Cllr Beckett advised that he had contacted BCI to 
report a strange sound coming from the site.  BCI had advised that they would 
look into the issue and the sound has now stopped.   

9. Fracking: Cllr Crawford advised that a meeting had been taken place on 31st 
August; iGAS had been asked to provide reports from HSE.  The conditions of the 
planning application were being met. 

10. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 18th September 2017:  The Council reviewed and 
approved the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment:  
Online:  S Youngman  £154.84 
Online:  BDO   £120.00 
Online:  AFSC   £40.00 
Online:   MB Gardens  £390.00 
Online:  DMBC   £386.42 
Cllr Kallaur agreed to authorise the online payments. 
The Clerk advised that a standing order had been arranged to pay salaries on 
the 15th of the month. 



 Quarter One Accounts: Council reviewed and approved the accounts for the 
first quarter. 

11. Planning:  

 To Note any Planning Decisions: 2 Pilgrim Rise: Single storey side extension: 
Granted. 
Land adjacent to Partridge Hall Farm; High Common Lane: Installation of 
solar farm with an output of approximately 33MW on 54.16 hectares of 
land: Granted. 

  To Comment on Planning Applications: Highfield Lane WTW High Field 
Lane: Erection of kiosk and storage tank with other associated alterations 
including hard standing; plant and bunding.  Council resolved to comment 
that the buildings will be visible from the road and would benefit the area if 
they were built in keeping with the original building 

 To Note any other Planning Matters: None. 
12. To Receive Correspondence:  

 YLCA: South Yorkshire Branch Meeting to be held on 4th October at Billingley 
Village Hall. 

 YLCA: Chief executive Bulletin. 

 DMBC: Invitation to Doncaster Clinical Commissioning Groups AGM on 28th 
September at the Keepmoat Stadium. 

 SYPTE: To advise of changes to the school bus schedule.  Cllr Kallaur advised 
that there is an issue with the new school bus service; the new buses have a 
smaller capacity and the first scheduled bus is not picking up children in 
Austerfield.  Cllr Blake advised that she would discuss the issue with a cabinet 
member. 

 YLCA: Training schedule from September to November. 

 Email from Sue Hughes requesting permission to include new village signs in 
a funding bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Council resolved to confirm 
whether the signs would be a replacement of the existing signs or an 
addition. 

13. To Identify Newsletter Items: 

 Scarecrow competition results. 

 Defibrillator update. 

 Village Show. 

 Christmas Events. 
 
 Meeting Closed: 21:15 
 
 Next Meeting: Monday 16th October 2017. 


