
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 20th March 2017 

 
Councillor’s present: Lesley Cox; Sandra Crawford; John Goodall, Chris Beckett and Matt 
Kallaur. 
Public Participation: None in attendance. 

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

Cllr Kallaur declared an interest in item 7 (Drainage issues with 11 South View) 
and Flatlands Newington Road. 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 20th February 2017:  The 
minutes were approved and signed. 

4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: 
Cllr Beckett advised that there is an issue with vehicles parking on the path 
outside of Flatlands on Newington Road.  The parked vehicles are causing an 
obstruction for pedestrians and a blind resident had to walk along the road.  Cllr 
Beckett also advised that the cars parked in the front garden of Flatlands are 
advertised for sale online which proves that the owner is using the property as a 
business premise.  Cllr Blake advised that she would discuss the issue with the 
trading standards at DMBC.  Cllr Kallaur declared an interest in the matter as he 
is a friend of the owner of Flatlands; but advised that he would discuss the issue 
with the vehicles parking on the path with the owner. 

5. Matters Arising from Public Participation: None 
6. Ward Councillor's Report: Cllr Blake introduced Mick Cooper who is standing for 

election in May and reported that the new 30MPH limit has been delayed due to 
an issue with Northern Power Grid; the supply is due to be changed in April.  The 
floral Mayflower Ship is to be returned to the village and will be displayed on the 
roundabout at the bottom of High Common Lane.  The verges had been 
inspected and trimmed by the Streetscene team.  Chair Cox advised that a 
resident had been seen digging out one of the grass verges to make it easier to 
park.  Vice Chair Crawford questioned whether DMBC could install bollards or a 
fence to stop residents parking on the verges.  Cllr Blake advised that the 
Streetscene team are looking into ways to stop the verges being used for 
parking.  Cllr Blake advised that a response had been received from the director 
of the drainage department at DMBC and there are no concerns with the drains 
to the rear of 11 South View.  Cllr Beckett advised that the director had not 
commented on the structure of the work.  Cllr Goodall advised that the structure 
had already moved.  Cllr Blake advised that she would discuss the matter further 
with DMBC. 

7. Council and Village Items:  

 Playground Equipment Maintenan.ce: Vice Chair Crawford advised that the 
brake on the cableway required replacing as it no longer locks in place when 
stationery.  The Clerk advised that Wicksteed had provided a quote to replace 
the tyre at the end of the Cableway which is perishing and that the logs were 
still under warranty.  Photographs of the logs had been emailed to Wicksteed 
and they will be inspected shortly to see what can be done.  Council 
requested the Clerk to contact Wicksteed regarding the faulty brake on the 



Cableway.  Cllr Kallaur advised that a local youth football team are looking for 
facilities to train.  Chair Cox advised that the team had approached the 
Council previously and had been asked to attend a meeting but no further 
contact had been made.  Cllr Kallaur advised that he would let the football 
team know that they need to discuss their requirements at a Council 
meeting.  Cllr Beckett provided photographs of outdoor exercise equipment 
installed in a park in Spain.  Council requested the Clerk to contact suppliers 
to obtain quotes for similar equipment. 

 Speeding Issues:  The Clerk advised that a reply had been received from the 
safety camera partnership team advising that they would not be carrying out 
surveillance in Austerfield due to the lack of speed related incidents and  
driver feedback signs already being installed within the village.  Cllr Blake 
advised that PCSO’s can also carry out speed checks.  Council resolved to 
contact the Police to request them to carry out speed checks. 

 Village Notice Board:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that the noticeboard 
design is ongoing.  

8. Facebook: Cllr Kallaur advised that the page is being updated regularly and now 
has 23 followers. 

9. Adoption of Telephone Box:  The Clerk advised that BT had confirmed receipt of 
the interest to adopt the telephone box and would send out the relevant 
paperwork. 

10. Drainage Issues 11 South View: Discussed under item 6. 
11. Purchase of Defibrillator: The Clerk advised that a representative from the 

Community Resilience Team had provided contact details and further details 
would be provided at the next meeting.  The Clerk advised that Stainton PC had 
been given a defibrillator and this maybe an option to look into.  The Council 
discussed possible suitable locations and decided to discuss further at the next 
meeting. 

12. Bawtry Carbon International:  Chair Cox advised that Carl Hammerton had been 
invited to tonight’s meeting to discuss issues with off road bikers accessing the 
land to the rear of the factory.  Cllr Beckett advised that a family from Bawtry are 
using quad bikes on the land and the matter had been reported to the Police.  
Chair Cox advised that the factory owners are looking into several options to stop 
access to vehicles without restricting access to pedestrians.  Council requested 
the Clerk to contact Carl Hammerton to arrange a tour of the factory and 
meeting to discuss the issues with off road vehicles.  Cllr Goodall advised that he 
had been asked to provide a quote to cut back the trees located at the front of 
the factory leading up to Keith Ashton Memorials as a complaint had been 
received to advise that they are causing an obstruction. 

13. Fracking:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that there were no updates as the Section 
106 agreement had not been finalised. 

14. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 20th March 2017:  The Council reviewed and approved 
the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment: 
Online:   YLCA     £200.00 



Online:  S Youngman    £230.00 
Online:   Viking Direct    £21.43 
Online:  Austerfield Study Centre  £40.00 
Cllr Beckett agreed to authorise the online payments. 

 The Clerk advised that MB Gardens are increasing their maintenance fees for 
the Churchyard from £120 to £130 per visit.  Council approved the price 
increase. 

 The Clerk advised that a grant of £800 was available from DMBC for 
environmental improvements and projects.  Council resolved to apply for the 
funding and use the funds to develop the memorial garden. 

15. Planning:  

 To Note any Planning Decisions:  None. 

 To Comment on Planning Applications: 
12 South View: Erection of single storey rear extension.  No concerns raised.  
Misson Sand and Gravel Co: Proposed installation of Terex washer / grader 
and enclosed settlement tanks (being relocation of plant and machinery from 
current position).  No concerns raised. 

 To Note any other Planning Matters: Development of Bawtry Golf Club 
Event:  Chair Cox and Cllr Kallaur attended the event.  Chair Cox advised that 
the proposed development of the Golf Club included a hotel with spa 
facilities and development of the lake area.  The proposal also included the 
development of 18 houses for senior citizens including 20% affordable 
housing which would be built parallel to the A614.  Cllr Kallaur advised that 
the houses were the core funding for the development of the golf club.  Chair 
Cox advised that she did not think the design of the hotel and spa was 
sympathetic to the surroundings and had concerns with the location of the 
proposed housing as if it is given permission then this could lead to the field 
adjacent to the A614 also being developed.  Chair Cox advised that she spoke 
to the representatives from the Golf club and they were not aware that they 
are located within Austerfield; they had no knowledge of the issues with 
public transport and were not aware of the link between the village and the 
Pilgrim Fathers.  Chair Cox also advised that she had questioned whether the 
facility would be used for airport parking and the representative had advised 
that this was not the intention for the 500 space car park.  Council resolved 
to invite the developers to a Council meeting to discuss the proposal further. 

16. To Receive Correspondence:  

 YLCA: Promotion of the Better Broadband Scheme which provides grants to 
improve the broadband service to homes and businesses with a speed of less 
than 2Mb. 

 YLCA: Letter from Sue Baxter requesting Parish Councils to demonstrate 
restraint when considering their precept for 2017-2018. 

 YLCA: White Rose Update. 
17. To Identify Newsletter Items: 

 Off road vehicle issue on land to the rear of Bawtry Carbon. 

 Golf club development. 

 Update on extension of 30mph limit 
 



 Meeting Closed: 20:20 
 
 Next Meeting: Monday 14th February. 


