
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 24th April 2017 

 
Councillor’s present: Lesley Cox; Sandra Crawford; John Goodall, Chris Beckett and Matt 
Kallaur. 
Public Participation: None in attendance. 

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

Cllr Kallaur declared an interest in item 7 (Drainage issues with 11 South View).  
Cllr Goodall declared an interest in the Environmental Flexible fund under item 
14. 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 20th March 2017:  Cllr 
Beckett requested that item 12 was amended to read that a family from the Bawtry area 
are using quad bikes on the land.  Once amended the minutes were approved and 
signed. 

4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: 
None. 

5. Matters Arising from Public Participation: None 
6. Ward Councillor's Report: None in attendance. 
7. Council and Village Items:  

 Playground Equipment Maintenance: The Clerk advised that quotes had 
been received from Wicksteed and DMBC to repair the cableway.  Wicksteed 
had quoted £196.39 plus VAT not including installation.  DMBC had quoted 
£190.00 plus VAT including installation.  DMBC had confirmed that the brake 
did not need to be replaced according to the EN1176 standards.  Council 
resolved to repair the brake.  Vice Chair Crawford proposed to accept the 
quote from DMBC and Cllr Beckett seconded the proposal.  DMBC had also 
provided a quote to remove the 11 rotten logs then soil and re-seed the area 
at a cost of £80.00.  Vice Chair Crawford proposed to accept the quote and 
Cllr Beckett seconded the proposal.  Cllr Goodall requested permission to 
purchase canes to support the hedge situated along the boundary of Milner’s 
Farm.  Cllr Kallaur proposed to approve the purchase and Vice Chair Crawford 
seconded the proposal. 

 Speeding Issues:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that there was an issue with 
cars parking over the footpath in front of The Mayflower pub.  The Clerk 
advised that an email had been received from Joanne Watson of South 
Yorkshire Police to advise that a speed monitoring session had taken place in 
the village and out of 100 vehicles only 2 were found to be speeding with the 
fastest registering at 37mph. Cllr Kallaur advised that the road markings along 
Newington Road required re-painting.  Vice Chair Crawford advised that 
there are several pot holes around the roundabout at the bottom of High 
Common Lane and at the top of the lane that require repairing. 

 Village Notice Board:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that the noticeboard 
design is ongoing.  

8. Facebook: Cllr Kallaur advised that the page had been updated with 4 new posts 
over the past week.  The page had received 22 hits in March; the road closure 
received 72 hits and the post regarding special offers at NYC for teenagers had 



received 700 hits.  Cllr Kallaur suggested asking residents to send copies of old 
photographs of the village which could be added to the page as well as the 
website.  Cllr Kallaur also suggested including a map of the village highlighting 
the ongoing projects and assets. 

9. Adoption of Telephone Box:  The Clerk advised that BT had sent a contract to 
sign to enable APC to adopt the telephone box.  Council resolved to clarify the 
details regarding the power supply to the telephone box before signing the 
contract. 

10. Drainage Issues 11 South View: Cllr Goodall questioned whether any further 
updates had been received from Cllr Blake; the Clerk confirmed that no updates 
had been received.  Cllr Goodall advised that he had visited the site and provided 
the Council with a photograph which proved the structure had moved and is 
unstable and liable to collapse into the drain.  Chair Cox suggested sending the 
photograph to Cllr Blake.   

11. Purchase of Defibrillator: The Clerk advised that the cost to purchase a 
defibrillator had been provided: £732 for the defibrillator; £299 for the cabinet; 
the estimated cost for electricity is £2 - £4 per year.  A 90 minutes training 
session could also be provided at a cost of £200.  Chair Cox suggested asking 
residents for fundraising ideas towards the project.  Cllr Beckett questioned how 
much it would cost to service the unit.  The Clerk advised that she would find out 
and update the Council at the next meeting. 

12. Bawtry Carbon International:  No updates received.  The Clerk advised that an 
email had been sent to the factory owners to request a suitable date for a site 
visit but no reply had been received as yet.  Cllr Beckett advised that he had 
called the factory on Good Friday due to the smell of strong fumes coming from 
the factory.  No response had been received as yet. 

13. Fracking:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that there were no updates as the Section 
106 agreement had not been finalised. 

14. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 22nd April 2017:  The Council reviewed and approved 
the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment: 
Online:   DMBC     £28.54 
Online:  MB Gardens    £130.00 
Online:   S Youngman    £154.84 
Online:  Austerfield Study Centre  £20.00 
Online:  MB Gardens    £130.00 
Chq 300203  HMRC     £107.40 
Chq 300204  S Crawford    £13.52 
Cllr Kallaur agreed to authorise the online payments. 

 The Clerk advised that SLCC and NALC had agreed to a pay increase for Clerks 
which increased the hourly rate to £11.054 from April 2017 

 Cllr Goodall did not take part in the following discussion.  The Clerk advised that DMBC 
had requested quotes for the work required at the Memorial Garden before the 
Environment Flexible Fund could be granted.  Quotes had been requested from MB 
Gardens; North Nott’s Landscapes and John Goodall Garden Services.  North Nott’s 



Landscapes had visited the site and recommended installing a gate to secure the site 
and had provided a quote of £435 to supply and install the gate.  Cllr Goodall had also 
provided a quote of £390 to carry out the following work: To crown lift large Ash tree 
on lane side; clear brash left after hedge laying; cut rest of overgrown hedge and clear 
away and all debris an mow all greenery on site.  Council resolved to send the quotes to 
DMBC for approval. 

15. Planning:  

 To Note any Planning Decisions:  12 South View: Erection of single storey 
rear extension: Approved. 

 To Comment on Planning Applications: 
Muirfield Newington Road: Erection of side and rear ground floor extension: 
No concerns raised by Council. 
2 Sunny View: Proposed single storey extension and first floor extension 
above existing extension: No objections raised. 

 To Note any other Planning Matters:  None. 
16. To Receive Correspondence:  

 YLCA: To advise of a digital Councils event which is to be held in London on 
25th May. 

 YLCA: Updated Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in 
England. 

 Email from Cllr Blake to advise that NYC are offering free Wi-Fi; special deals 
and discounts Monday to Friday 4pm to 6pm to young people. 

 YLCA: Funding and grants bulletin. 
17. To Identify Newsletter Items: 

 Memorial Garden. 
 
 Meeting Closed: 20:25 
 
 Next Meeting: Monday 15th May. 


