
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 27th June 2016 

 
Councilors present: Lesley Cox; Sandra Crawford; John Goodall and Chris Beckett. 
 
Public Participation: None in attendance.   

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 23rd May 2016:  The 

minutes were signed and approved by the Council. 

3. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda:  
None 

4. Matters Arising from Public Participation: None. 
5. Ward Councillor's Report: Ward Cllr Rachael Blake attended the meeting and 

advised that complaints had been received from residents regarding the amount 
of vehicles speeding through the village.  The residents had requested that the 
50mph sign be changed to a 30mph sign to help slow down the traffic.  Cllr Blake 
advised that she would ask the police to carry out speed monitoring within the 
village and would also speak to the Police Commissioner regarding the problem.  
There are no updates with regards to the bus service.   

6. Council and Village Items:  

 Car parking issues:  The Clerk advised that an email had been received from 
residents who lived along High Street; the complaint related to issues with 
finding a car parking space outside their properties.  Vice Chair Crawford 
advised that she often found cars parking over her driveway and suggested 
looking into parking permits for the residents.  Chair Cox advised that this 
system would be difficult to police and would also have to be funded.  Cllr 
Beckett advised that are plenty of places to park cars along High Street and 
did not think that permits would be allowed along a public highway.  Chair 
Cox suggested negotiating designated parking spaces for the residents in the 
car park outside Bawtry Carbon.  Cllr Beckett advised that this could cause 
legal issues for the factory owners.  Cllr Goodall advised that the recreation 
field was too wet to utilise as a car park and there would be issues with 
unauthorised vehicles parking on the field.  Vice Chair Crawford suggested 
writing to the residents advising that the Parish Council sympathise with their 
issues and after looking at several options unfortunately there is nothing the 
Council can do to change the situation.   

 Playground Equipment Maintenance:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that the 
new slide requires re angling as there is a puddle of water in the bottom.  
Council resolved to contact the manufacturer regarding the problem.  Vice 
Chair Crawford also advised that the logs in the field were loose and should 
be removed and that there is a lot of bird mess on the nest swing; Cllr 
Goodall suggested placing plastic spikes along the top of the swing to stop 
birds perching there.  Cllr Goodall also suggested treating the wooden play 
equipment before any problems occurred and that he had also strimmed the 
piece of land between Milner’s Farm and the recreation field hedge.  The 
Clerk provided the Council with maintenance instructions for the Cableway; 
Cllr’s Goodall and Beckett agreed to look into maintaining the Cableway.  The 



Clerk provided the Council with a design for new benches at a cost of £395 
each with a 5 year guarantee.  Vice Chair Crawford proposed to purchase 2 
benches and Chair Cox seconded the proposal. 

 Bus Service Update:  No updates. 

 Speeding Issues: Discussed under item 5. 

 Council Vacancy: The Clerk advised that no applications had been received 
for the vacancy. 

7. New Village Notice Board:  The Clerk provided the Council with costs for the new 
notice board and advised that contractor who designed the new benches was 
also working on a quote and design.  Council resolved to wait for the quote and 
discuss at the next meeting. 

8. Bawtry Carbon International:  Mr. Tukra from BCI attended the meeting to 
discuss the reports of excess dust and odour in the village.  Cllr Beckett advised 
that he had reported an issue on 25th April and advised that the issue had been 
caused by a temporary problem within the factory.  Mr Tukra advised that in 
order for the factory to resolve issues; they require specific dates and times to 
enable them to work out which part of the process the problem relates to.  Mr 
Tukra also advised that in January and February the operations reduced at the 
factory due to the market situation which resulted in several redundancies; 
maintenance had also been carried out on the kiln which could have caused an 
odour.  Cllr Beckett questioned whether the road sweeper was still attending the 
site; Mr Tukra advised that the road sweeper attends the site between 1 and 2 
times a week.  Vice Chair Crawford advised hat black dust had been found at the 
study centre; Mr Tukra requested that next time the dust is found a sample 
should be sent to the factory.  Cllr Beckett questioned whether the air quality is 
still being monitored; Mr. Tukra advised that there are 7 monitoring stations 
performing as they should.  Council agreed to arrange a date to visit the factory.  

9. Fracking:  Vice Chair Crawford advised that a new Chair had been elected for the 
Liaison Group and that the application was under consultation until August. 

10. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 27th June 2016:  The Council reviewed and approved 
the statements.   

 Annual Return:  No updates. 

 Cheque payments:  Council resolved to approve the following cheques for 
payment: 
Austerfield Study Centre  £18.00 
L Cox      £55.00 
J Goodall    £32.71 
S Youngman    £223.71 

 Transparency Fund: The Clerk advised that the application had been emailed 
to YLCA.   

11. Request for Funding from Mosaic Trust:  The Clerk advised that a reply had been 
received from Sue Rose regarding the funding request.  Council resolved to 
advise that they are happy to contribute but would like to see evidence of 
requests to other organisations.   
 
 



12. Planning: 

 To Note any Planning Decisions:  Solar PV Farm – Land to West of South 
View - Granted 

 To Comment on Planning Applications:  Home Farm High Street - Proposed 
retention of existing dwelling, conversion of existing Barn 1 from Bed and 
Breakfast accommodation into dwelling, demolition of Barn 2 and erection of 
3 detached dwellings – Council resolved to raise concerns with the potential 
loss of business within the village and would prefer that if the new 
development went ahead then the houses were in keeping with the 
remaining buildings on the plot. 

 To Note any other Planning Matters: None. 
13. To Receive Correspondence:  

 YLCA – Annual review  
14. To Identify Newsletter Items: None. 

 
 Meeting Closed: 21.00 
 
 Next Meeting: To be confirmed. 


