
Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 19
th

 May 2014 

 

Councilors present: Lesley Cox (Chair); Sandra Crawford (Vice Chair) & Richard Martin. 

 

Public Participation: 2 Residents attended. 

A resident advised that a member of the public had been seen on the recreation field with a 

dog; the resident advised the member of the public that dogs were not permitted on the 

field.  The councilors thanked the resident for monitoring the situation and advising the 

council. 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies received from Councillor Gilfedder. 

2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

None. 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings: 28
th

 April 2014: The 

following spelling mistakes were brought to the attention of the Clerk and 

corrected: Ice Chair to Vice Chair; Vice Chair Co to Chairperson Cox and fund to 

fun.   Councillor Martin advised that a discussion was held regarding contacting 

the organiser of the family fun day to ensure that they advertised the fact that 

dogs were not permitted on the recreation field. 

4. To note Matters Arising from Minutes of the last Meeting not on the Agenda: 

Vice Chair Crawford advised that she had been contacted by a resident of the 

village who thought the flower beds within the village were looking poor.  The 

resident had volunteered to look after the flower beds with the assistance of 

Vice Chair Crawford providing the council would purchase the plants.  Vice Chair 

Crawford suggested also purchasing a sign which thanked drivers for not 

speeding when leaving the village.    Vice Chair Crawford advised that there was a 

problem with watering some of the flower beds due to their location and 

suggested asking residents who lived close by to assist in this matter.  Chair Cox 

suggested contacting local businesses to see if they would sponsor a flower bed; 

Clerk to arrange letter to local businesses. 

5. To Discuss Matters Arising from Public Participation: The council again thanked 

the resident for their monitoring of dogs on the recreation field. 

6. To receive District Councillor Report: No District Councillor attended. 

7. To receive Neighbourhood Manager and Community Police Reports: The 

Community Police attended the meeting and advised they were concentrating on 

off-roaders in the area and had managed to stop 2 offenders whilst the police 

were on their way to the meeting.  The speed cameras were currently being 

calibrated and are expected to back at the end of May, so once they have been 

returned the police will be monitoring speeding in the village again.  The 

Community Police also advised that they had attended a neighbourhood watch 

meeting in the village and were advising residents to be aware of scrap 

merchants; if a receipt is not given for any scrap taken away then the merchant is 

not genuine.  The Police have requested that if anyone sees any illegal scrap 

merchants then they would like to be informed of the vehicles registration 

number. 

8. Recreation field Issues Including: 



• Sophie Firth Fun Day: The Clerk advised that no updates had been received; 

the Council agreed to contact the organiser to advise of future meetings 

before the event and advise that an extra meeting could be arranged if 

required to confirm details and requirements of the event. Clerk to Arrange. 

• Maintenance: Vice Chair Crawford advised that the barb wire had been 

removed from the recreation field.  The Clerk advised that Wicksteed had 

been contacted regarding the maintenance of the play equipment and would 

be sending a quote within the next few days.  Chair Cox questioned if the play 

equipment was still under warranty.  Clerk to check and advise council.  The 

Clerk provided the council with details of a Play Equipment Maintenance 

training course; Vice Chair Crawford advised that she would be happy to 

attend the course.  Chair Cox advised that she attended a similar course 3 

years ago and advised that she would find the information from the course 

and provide the Councillors with copies.  Councillor Martin questioned 

whether a contact had been found within DMBC; the Clerk advised that no 

contact had been found as yet.  Chair Cox advised that she was still waiting 

for further details from Bawtry Town Junior Football regarding the team 

training on the recreation field and would advise the council once all details 

had been received.  Chair Cox advised that an adult football team had been 

seen playing on the recreation field but was not sure who they were.  Vice 

Chair Crawford advised that Councilor Gilfedder had raised concerns with 

where the team had parked their cars.  Councillor Martin questioned what 

the policy was with football teams playing on the field; Chair Cox advised that 

no policy was in place but if teams wanted to play on the field on a regular 

basis a fee would be required due to wear and tear of the field.  Vice Chair 

Crawford advised that she would try and find out who the adult team are and 

ascertain their need for the field and invite them to a parish council meeting. 

9. Council Issues: 

• Councillor Vacancy: Chair Cox advised that an election would not be held for 

the current vacancy and that a co-option notice had been displayed in the 

notice boards but no applications had been received as yet.  Vice Chair 

Crawford questioned how long the council could run with a vacancy; Chair 

Cox advised that if no applications were received on this occasion the 

vacancy would be re-advertised and that the advert could also be displayed 

at DMBC offices.   

• Purchase of Books: The Clerk advised of 2 books which had been 

recommended by the Clerk of Bawtry Town Council as a reference tool for 

the council: NALC Local Councils Explained and Local Government 

Administration.  Vice Chair Crawford advised she thought the books were 

expensive but would be a useful tool; but would both books be required?  

Councilor Martin proposed purchasing the 9
th

 Edition of Local Government 

Administration; Vice Chair Crawford seconded the proposal.  Clerk to arrange 

purchase of book.  

• Annual Parish Meeting: Chair Cox advised that the next meeting would be 

the Parish Meeting where the positions of Chair and Vice Chair would be 

open for election.   

10. Bawtry Carbon International: 



• To discuss Updates and site visit: Chair Cox advised that BCI had agreed to fix 

the broken windows to the front of the factory which would hopefully reduce 

the amount of dust leaving the factory.  Councillor Martin advised that he 

thought the visit was interesting and that the management team were very 

approachable but due to the nature of the product being produced he was 

unable to see if all the problems could be solved; but if the Council kept 

working with them then maybe small improvements could be made.  Chair 

Cox advised that improvements could be seen since the previous site visit.   

Vice Chair Crawford agreed with Councillor Martin and thought the Council 

should keep going with the issue.  Councillor Martin suggested arranging 

another site visit once the factory is fully operational. 

11. Accounts and Financial Matters: To Receive and Approve: 

a. Bank Statement at 18
th

 May 2014: Council agreed to approve the statement. 

b. Cheques for payment: The council approved the following payments: 

AFSC    £15.00 

S Youngman  £28.39 

S Youngman  £100.78 

12. Planning Decisions: 

a. To Note any Planning Decisions: None. 

b. To Comment on any Planning Applications: The Clerk advised of the 

following planning applications:  

Linden Lea Bawtry Road Austerfield: Erection of pitched roof replacement 

garage to side of detached house following demolition of existing: No 

comments. 

Land Associated to Partridge Hill Farm High Common Lane Austerfield 

Doncaster DN10 6HA; Request for a screening opinion for the development 

of a 38MW solar park: Vice Chair Crawford advised that she did not think the 

development could be seen from the main road.. 

Kerowich Bawtry Road Austerfield: Erection of single storey pitched roof 

extension to front and erection of porch to front of detached bungalow: No 

Comments. 

c. To Note any other Planning Matters: None. 

13. To Receive Correspondence: A letter had been received from neighbours of the 

recreation field regarding the area between the new hedge on the recreation 

field and their property.  The letter states that the land between the hedge and 

the neighbours belongs to the Parish Council.  The council agreed to 

acknowledge receipt of the letter and file the letter with the deeds for the 

recreation field.  

14. Newsletter Items: None. 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 


