
 Minutes of the Meeting of AUSTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 15th July 2019. 

 
Councillor’s present: Cllr Cox, Cllr Goodall, Cllr Crawford, Cllr Beckett and Cllr Kallaur. 
 
Public Participation: 8 residents attended the meeting.  A resident advised that he had 
emailed a list of questions but understood that there would not be time to discuss them at 
this meeting.  Cllr cox provided the residents with a summary of the incident relating to 
trespass and illegal encampment on the recreation ground along with details of how the 
Parish Council have dealt with the issue.  A resident questioned whether more could have 
been done to remove the trespassers?  Cllr Kallaur advised that advice had been sought 
from DMBC, they had advised that they could serve notice on the trespassers for a fee of 
£1,500.  Unfortunately, when the travellers arrived on Friday afternoon the notice could not 
have been prepared until after the weekend.  The Clerk advised that any expenditure 
incurred by the Parish Council needs to be approved in a public meeting, notice of 3 clear 
days is required before a meeting can take place.  South Yorkshire Police (SYP) had 
confirmed today that they would serve an s.61 notice on the trespassers.  A resident 
questioned how long it would take to remove the travellers once the notice is served, the 
Clerk advised that she did not have this information.  A resident advised that a private 
enforcement company had been contacted to assist with removing the trespassers, 
residents are willing to assist financially.  A resident suggested the Council agree the next 
steps in case SYP do not serve the s.61 notice.  Cllr Kallaur agreed with the suggestion.  A 
resident questioned if it would be possible to block the travellers in, Cllr Cox advised that 
this is not an option as it would be classed as entrapment and would antagonise the 
travellers.  A resident questioned what will happen to stop any further incidents of 
trespassing on the field, Cllr Goodall advised that a barrier will be installed in front of the 
main gate as soon as possible.  Cllr Kallaur advised that a temporary barrier is required.  A 
resident questioned if members of the public had been stopped from using the field, Cllr 
Crawford advised that one family chose to leave the field but nobody has been stopped 
from accessing the facilities.  A resident advised that the football team would not be training 
on the field until the matter has been resolved.  Cllr Blake advised that she would be 
discussing the matter with a cabinet member tomorrow. 

1. Apologies: None. 
2. To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary & Non Pecuniary Interests: 

Cllr Goodall item: 7 (maintenance of hedges), Cllr’s Cox and Beckett item 11 
(Community grants). 

3. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting: 17th June 2019: The minutes 
were approved and signed as a true record. 

4. To note matters arising from minutes of the last meeting not on the agenda: None. 
5. Matters Arising from Public Participation: Cllr Kallaur proposed for the Clerk to 

obtain 3 quotes from private bailiffs and DMBC to remove the trespassers and clarify 
the timescales for removal if SYP do not serve the s.61 notice or if the trespassers 
refuse to leave.  If an s.61 notice is served by SYP then Council agreed to question 
how long the removal would take.  Cllr Beckett seconded the proposal.  Cllr Crawford 
proposed £2,500 to cover the costs to employ bailiffs and clean up the field, Cllr 
Kallaur seconded the proposal.  Cllr Blake advised that South Yorkshire Police had 
just confirmed that the s.61 notice has been served and the trespassers have until 



2pm tomorrow (16th July) to leave, the Police will be present to ensure that they 
leave.  Cllr Cox thanked Cllr Blake for the update and for her assistance with the 
matter.  Council agreed the following actions: 

 To arrange for a temporary barrier to be installed. 

 The Clerk to obtain quotes for a permanent barrier. 

 To advise the public not to use the facilities until further notice. 

 To review the condition of the field once vacant and arrange a cleanup. 
6. Ward Councillor Update:  Cllr Blake attended the meeting to provide the following 

updates: 

 DMBC had provided a proposal to deal with speeding traffic and would like 
feedback from the Parish Council. 

 The provision of a permanent Post Office in Bawtry is ongoing due to the 
restrictions being imposed by Post Office Counters Ltd. 

 The development of Marshall’s caravan site has started. 
7. Council and Village Items:   

 Playground Equipment and Grounds Maintenance:   
o To review quotes to maintain the hedges: Cllr Goodall left the 

meeting.  The Clerk advised that several companies had been 
approached to obtain a third quote for the maintenance of the hedge, 
however, no further quotes had been received.  Due to the time 
constraints the Council agreed to review the two quotes provided. 
John Goodall Garden Services: £420.00 plus £70.00 for the 
Hawthorne hedge. 
AJT Gardening: £350.00. 
Cllr Kallaur proposed to accept the quote from AJT to maintain the 
hedge adjacent to High Street and John Goodall Gardening Services to 
maintain the Hawthorne hedge.  Cllr Crawford seconded the proposal.  
Cllr Goodall was invited back to the meeting. 

 Speeding: Discussed under item 6. 

 Highways and Footpaths:  
o Modification order Old Bawtry Road: Cllr Blake questioned whether 

the Council supported the modification order.  Cllr Cox confirmed 
support of the proposal. 

o Modification order update: land to the rear of Bawtry Carbon 
International (BCI): Cllr Beckett advised that BCI need to clarify the 
boundary of their land before the matter can proceed. 

o Highfield Lane: The Clerk confirmed that Hanson’s had installed the 
fencing and dug up the hedges along the lane. 

 Telephone Box Update: No updates. 

 Memorial Garden Maintenance: Cllr Goodall advised that the benches need 
to be installed on concrete bases, Cllr Beckett agreed to find a suitable 
location for them.  Cllr Cox suggested asking the handyman to fix them in 
place. 

 2019-2020 Events: The Clerk advised that an email had been received from a 
resident suggesting pamper days, a talent show for children and a market day 
or car boot sale.  With regards to the village show the trustees of Austerfield 
Study Centre had approved horses being present at the village show 



providing they have access to shade and water.  Council agreed that 
stallholders should be asked to make a donation to the chosen charity at the 
end of the event.   

8. Mayflower 400: No updates. 
9. Bawtry Carbon International: No updates. 
10. Fracking: No updates. 
11. Account and Financial Matters – To Receive and Approve:  

 Bank Statement as at 15th July 2019:  The Council reviewed and approved 
the statements.   

 Cheques/Online payments:  Council resolved to approve the following 
invoices for payment:  

  Online:   S Youngman   £163.42 
  Online:   Today Publications  £60.00 
  Online:   DMBC    £228.00 
  Online:   AJT Gardening Services £95.00 
  Online:   Austerfield Study Centre £20.00 
  Cheque 300320: HMRC    £163.20 
  Cheque 300231 L Cox    £55.00 
  Cllr Kallaur agreed to authorise the online payments. 

 1st Quarter accounts 2019-2020: Council reviewed and approved the 
accounts. 

 Community grants: Cllr’s Cox and Beckett did not partake in the following 
discussion.  The Clerk advised that St Helena’s Church are holding a Festival 
of Angels event and are seeking sponsors to decorate windows, the event is 
being held to raise funds for the refurbishment of an outbuilding to provide 
toilet facilities.  The Clerk advised that the Council are unable to sponsor a 
window but could provide financial assistance to the project as the Burial 
Authority.  Cllr Kallaur proposed to make a contribution of £200.00 Cllr 
Crawford seconded the proposal. 

12. Planning. 

 To note planning decisions: None. 

 To comment on planning applications: None. 

 To discuss any other planning matters: None. 
13. To identify news items:  

 Update regarding travellers on recreation ground. 
14. Correspondence: 

 NALC Chief Executive Bulletin. 

 NALC: Newsletters. 

 YLCA: White Rose Update. 

 South Yorkshire Police and Crime Panel Annual Report 2018-2019. 

 YLCA: Annual review   
15. Meeting Closed: 20:40 
16. Next Meeting: Monday 16th September 2019. 


